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life !o the cau:;e of freeing womankind from this awful scourge, 
which up to his tim·e was the terror of the parturient women. 
Semmelweis having after long. and close observation of the 
ravao-es of this disease, discovered its cause and worked out his 
syst;m of antiseptic treatment, found that, instead of receiving 
the reward due to his untiring industry and splendid success, he 
was persecuted by the members of his own prefession who should 
have gladly availe·d themselves of his discoveries. On. thi 
account he was obliged td leave Vienna which had been the 
scene of his labors and triumphs, for in a few n1onths he had 
almost eradicated this disease from the Hospital in which he 
held but a subordinate position.' During his retirement he wrote 
a book setting forth �~�i�s� theory of the disease and urging upon 
the profession the adoption of the antiseptic treatment. The 
continued opposition to him and his methods, on the part of the 
Medical Profession, so preyed upon his mind that his health 
became shattered, and one day while performing an operation he 
accidentally infected his hand with some septic material. His 
system in its broken down condition could npt overcome the 
poison, and he went back to Vienna. and died in the Hospital 
which was the scene of his early labors and from which he had 
been driven by the hostility of the mem hers of his own profession. 
The lecturer brought out very forcibly the in1portance of his 
work, by the fact that to-day Puerperal Fever, which before his 
time was the scourge of womankind, is now a rare disease. 

On Jan. 24th, Dr. John Somers was expected to deliver a 
lecture on •· The Pedigree of Disease,'' but owing to some 
unfortunate misunderstanding about the date of his lecture, Dr. 
Somers did not speak on that evening. It is to be hoped that 
the Society wiJI yet be fa\'Ored with a lecture from the learned 
Doctor this session, as every one is anxious to hear him expound 
the theories which have stood the test of many centuries. 

At the meeting held on the evening of the 31st January, Dr. 
John Stewart read a paper on " Pasteur, his Jife and work." 
Anticipating a treat, a large turnout of Medicals �~�s� weJJ as 
quite a number from the other Faculties were present, It is 
needless to say no one was clisappointed. Owing to the 
unavoidable nbsence of the GAZETTE reporter, a digest of the 
paper was not taken. We hope, however, in a future issue to 
give our readers a full report of this excellent paper. 

Dr. Wm. Tobin delighted his· audience on Feb. 14th, by a 
lecture on a subject of much interest at the present time, 
u Quacks and Quackery." This lecture was mainly h;storical 
and was of great interest. As a means for the extermination of 
Quacks, and of preventing the people being in1posed upon by 
them, the Doctor urged that the �M�e�d�i�c�~�l� Profe sion should aid in 
propagating among the people a better knowledge of Physiolo y, 
nd of some of the simple g neral principl underlying t 

treatment of disease. 
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To the Edt'tO'rs of the Gazette : 

. To attempt to answer the letter from " Medic us " in your last issue, 
ts, I suppose, folly on my part, folly because he is backed up by com­
mon sense and reason, or at least he claims such. I thi k h i h t 
b �~� b d · h · · 1 n a< e no een . o oun uo. In . Is 11 ea of common sense and reason, he mi ht 
�?�a�v�~� seen �~�h�a�t� ·I did �g�i�~�e� a reason why the GAZET1'E should remain �a�~� it 
1s. .For his own specwl benefit I will repeat that reason viz. th t 
�M�.�c�f�h�~�a�l� �S�_�t�t�t�~�l�P�n�t� or Law Student, picking up the GAZET'J'E' as it' is �n�t�~�,�.�~� 
�W�i�t�~� Its. distinct �n�n�~�l� separate departm(luts, knows just where to fiud that 

. whwh ts of most mtert·st to him. �"�·�h�e�r�e�n�~�,� were all departments in 
one he would b.e �c�~�m�p�e�l�l�e�d� to �~�e�a�r�c�h� and rend the whole paper in order 
to get t?at wh1?h ts �o�~� �~�o�s�t� mte1·est to him. Another �r�e�a�~�o�n� �i�~�,� that 
�~�s� the �~�A�z�~�;�r�E� �I�~� now, It Is satisfactory to all or mo t all. Anu although 
. M �e�d�t�c�t�~�s� clauu. common sense and reason to back him, I might 
tnform �h�1�~�1� �t�h�n�~� thts arne sense and reason �i�~� confined to only a few of 
the many Intelligent students of Dalhou ie. I will not �b�e�g�~�u�d�r�r�e� him 
that few. o ' 

, As to �n�!�D�n�l�~�a�m�a�t�i�o�n� promoting a rnoJ·e healthy University spirit, I 
�-�w�o�u�l�~� �~�u�e�s�t�l�o�n� If uch an effect would he produced. That is a matter 
of opmio? and not a matter of fact. M edicus' beliefs and opinions do 
not constitute facts. 

I did not mean for "Medicns" to conclude as I see he has, from my 
�~�o�r�m�~�r� letter, that I was comparing him with Joe Howe or any work he 
ls d?,tng �t�~� �t�h�a�,�~� done by any .sttttesman that has cv('r yet Jived·. 

. �~�1�e�d�i�C�u�s� �~�~�n� very easily be excusPJ and even pitied when we 
consuler that he Is among that numhcr who seek to show their common 
sense and �r�~�a�s�o�n�,� and who, by so d?ing make themselves very unpopulat·. 
�~�h�e�s�e� �.�~�r�e�,� ,:n pnrt, th? ones �\�~�h�o� tlunk that a lack of gooc.l �f�e�~�l�i�n�g� exists. 

Med1cus may. predict that In the near future the proposed change in 
the GAZETTE Will be �b�~�·�o�u�g�h�t� about: he may st:Jle himself tl.te second 
Joe Howe: he may ns 1gn me to the narrow gauge cla s and claim a 
monopoly of common �~�e�n�s�e� and reason; yet until he exhibits sen e and 
�r�e�~�s�o�n� that �c�~�m�p�n�r�e�~� in part at least, with that of his fellow stndentR, I 
�t�h�m�~� that tlung will roll on abJut ns they are. StudP.nt will continue 
to thmk �.�f�o�~� themselves and will not gra=-p at a proposed change, simply 
because It 1s a chnnge. 

I. will now bid " Metlicus" n awe t good bye, but lay for him when 
he, hkc a �~�e�c�e�n�t� Eveninu Mail �c�o�r�r�m�~�p�o�n�d�e�n�t�,� "bobs up serenely" to 
find fault With ·some other student who has been so unfortunate as have 
been at one time connected with another college. SKELETON. 

MEDICAL BRIEFS. 

Asx Lange whose was that baby he \\'as seen carrying along Barrington 
Street, Ia t \Vednesday. See if Chris will tell 
b �O�~�R� /Jro I em janitor emphatically assertc; that the Freshman class should 
e sprmi(Jed cum grano sa/is. Reasons obvious. 

A �F�E�~�L�<�?�W�-�S�T�U�D�E�N�T� attributes M-r-t-n's sense of hunger and salivary 
flow! while 10 attendance at the operations, to the cannibalistic propensities 
of his natur • 

W �~�s� the fair Senior suffering from a mental aberration, when at a recent 
operation at the Victori G nernl Hospital, the question was asked, "Have 
they tran pi nted the cord ? " 
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IT is quite probable that a duel will take place in the near future between 
Sh-w and 6 Henry St. Dan, on account of the latter's actions on Sunday 
night. Go slow Dan . 

DEMONSTRATOR in Practical Medicine. -- '' Where's Dr. Gates?" 
Voice from bekind.-" I think you will find him in 65 sir, he's there most 

of his time." 
IT is suggested that a bright light for the convenience of a certain able­

bodied senior, be placed on the steps of the Medical College on Friday 
evening. "The mtstakes of his life have been many." . 

A CERTAIN junior with myopic eyes is developing an astonishing weak­
ness for the fair sex. A recent trip to Rockhead was fraught with pleasure 
and enjoyment. What the outcome will be r~mains for the future to disclose. 
G-t-s, be wary of the widow. 

AGED clinical clerk to eye surgeoh.-" There's a new patient in, Doctor.' ' 
Doctor.- " What's troubling him?" 
Clinical Clerk.-" I don't know sir, he can't see out of his eyes." 
Doctor.-· "Why then he must be blind." 
A PECULIAR form of anaemia is making its appearance among th'e 

students of the Medical Faculty. The epidemic seems to confine its 
deleterious effects to the hirsute appendage of the upper lip. A new form of 
Blaud's pill has been compounded which is warranted to combat this peculiar 
disease. 

:PROFESSOR IN ANATOMY.-u What name do we give to this little ear­
shaped cavity just above the auricle of the heart. 

McE-w-n.-" It is called the vermiform appendix.'' 
Prof..- " Then in that case Mr. Mac. appendicitis will not be confined to 

the right iliac region.'' 
DICKEY'S SOLILOQUY. 

~'To try or not to try, that is the question, 
Whether 'tis better in the Spring to suffer 
The trials of Organic Chemistry 
Or let the d- thing ·go; trusting perhaps 
A new professor on the scene will come 
Who'll mark my paper by its length in words. 
A trial means a '·pluck" ; Ay there's the rub ; 
For "plucks ' disturb the n~ind and drain the purse.:' 
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