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understand. The second has been rarely considered. The 
second aspect referred to the actual nature of the individual 
buildings themselves. Here it was pointed out that it is in­
variably the case that the small building is designed to the 
same scale as the larger edifice as a simple consequence of 
sh·uctural convenience rather than with an eye to the visual 
manifestations. Could we, therefore, vary the scale of our build­
ings within the same zone of perception and yet maintain 
balance and cohesion? 

It was partly in this vein that attention was turned to what 
we may term connections, the two most crit ical in the builu­
ing . .. with the ground and with the sky. 

Remaining with the base for a moment, attention was dntwn 
to the obvious but frequently forgotten, that is, to the fact 
that human beings have n normal visual elevation of about 
5 degrees. In this the lower floors of t11e buildings are critical. 
This does not mean that the upper floors are unimportant. It 
does mean that this portion is more important, is the real 
link between building and ground, is the main fulcrum of 
t11e experience of the city's envelopes of space. And to obscure 
this is a psychological affront. 

What have we missed to this point? Yes, the most impor­
tant and over-ridi11g aspect of all environments, itself as ex­
pressed through its essentially individuaHstic character. By 
this is meant in the greatest parti cular the daylight and atmo­
sphere, at dawn, the morning, in the afternoon and evening, 
in spring, summer, fall and winter vital if graceful in its 
changes, mellowing, softening, sharpening and clarifying, 
tlu·owi11g its shadows and half-shadows and shnde and reflect­
ed light over crisper and softer surfaces and sil houettes. Why 
do all architects foresee their works only in the brilliance of 
a California sunshine? And, talking about Cali fornia sunshine, 
what about Vancouver rain not to mention its mistiness and 
fog and that occasional slush which we call snow? Are these 
mere occupational hazards or the sow·ce of our form? These 
are the regional unifyers as surely as night equates all. 

l) At tl1e top of the list I would put the idea of hierachy 
of building types. Having regard for the particular role we 
serve in satisfying the stated needs of the client, can we from 
that point draw emphasis to the building or from it according 
to its role in social hierachy or do the circumstances of the 
building volume, its specific location within the scene or, in­
deed, the virtues or delinquencies of that scene dictate cate­
gorically t11e visual importance or unimportance of the work 
at hand? 

2) 1 do not think that we need to quarrel about the need 
for spatial variation. How do we attain it? The land values 
are high and the rental potential apparently highest when the 
site is fully covered. On what grounds do we justify any devia­
tions from this? On those aesthetic only? Do not be misled, 
the building sitting full-bottomed, squatting with squatters 
rights like a dog with a bone is not always the most economical 
even in terms of first cost. We need so lit tle space in actuality. 
But beware of the timidity of the plea on the E,>l'Otmds of 
aesthetic value only. And, whilst you are at it be sure that 
whatever space you create is so designed that additions and 
encroachments later would be positively painful. 

3) And, this matter of scale. One must ask oneself two 
simple questious. Is consideration of the architectural experi ­
ence of the motorist valid and, if so, to what extent and in 
which way will he experience it having regard for his move­
ment, his preoccupation and l1is physical point of reference 
in the driving seat? Can you in fact ignore his presence? Are 
the two experiences physically and psychologically incompa­
tible within tl1e scene, do we screen the one from the other or 
do we create a total separation? 

And, finally I would ask you, do we conceive within the 
spirit of om environments in all and evety sense or do we 
conceive from an aloof and static detachment, our ears muf­
fled like an Alberta winter and our eyes in blinkers that 
make more joy in the process of concept than in the thing con­
ceived? I had occasion to refer to Louis Sullivan's 'ten-fingered 
grasp of reality'. I am grateful to Mr Raskin for recalling 
Bernard Shaw: "In the end we must live by the nature of 
things and not hy the illusion". 

Tncidentally, do you really know what Main Street looks like? 

Scettes from Banff . .. Mr and Mrs Davies consider .. . Mr Erickson 
a.rks why, Mr.r Mttr-ray wonders why 110t • •. Dr Bttrgess philo.rophi­
crtlt,, tights his pipe ... M1· Mttrray explains ... M1· Gerson plays. 
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ARCHI TECTS' OWN HOUSES 

Residence of Mt· and Mrs F. Lebet1sold, Montreal 

The house is built inro the 
slope of Westmounr mountain 
and presents a two-scorey facade 
ro rhe scrcet but has three floors 
on rhe garden side. It has a 
steel frame with panels of brick 
and of wood-framed windows. 
The plan is quire open with the 
spaces defined by planes of 
vertical wood panelling or of 
plaster. 

3 

2 

1. Garden front 

2. Screet front 

3. Living room and stair hall 
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Fireplace wall and living room annex 

Reside11ce of Mr and Mn Campbell Me1·rett, Senneville, P.Q. 

The house is situated on a two acre lot on 
the south-cast shore of the Lake of Two 
Montains at the western tip of Montreal 
Island; the plan takes advantage of levels to 
afford good views and outdoor access to the 
principal rooms. 

Of frame construction, the exterior finish 
is part brick veneer and part cedar siding. 
Opening sash are outward casements with 
double glazing throughout. The framing is 
based on a 4' module, with roof beams and 
prefabricated sandwich roof-deck exposed on 
the interior. Floors are cork tile except in ,­
kitchen and bathrooms, which have rubber 
tile. A large attic storage space is provided 
above the entrance hall and half-stair. Slid­
ing or wooden folding doors are used to 
divide the boys' hall and the kitchen from 
the living areas when desirable. The small 
living room annex contains library and re· 
cord srorage, radio-gramophone, and built-in 
desk. The upstairs work space accommodates 
draughting and sewing facilities. 

The lower floor is planned for multiple 
use as a playroom, recreation room, and boys' 
guest bedroom, and for future conversion to 
servants' quarters wid1 bathroom. The large 
south window in the garage is designed as 
a small greenhouse. 
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Living room from entrance hall 

l. Living room 
2. Dining room 
3. Screen porch 
4. Kitchen 
5. Utility 
6. Workshop 
7. Garage 
8. Hall 
9. Storage 

10. Linen, etc. 
11 . Boy's bedroom 
12. Bathroom 
13. Workspace 
14. Guest room 
15. Master bedroom 
16. Dressing room 
17. Toiler and shower 
18. Balcony 
19. Terrace 
20. Boys' guest and playroom 
2 1. Heating plant 
22. Basement 
23. Unexcavared 

House from south-west 
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The most interesting part of the house plan is the arrangement 
for children to come in the rear door with easy access to lavatory, 
bedroom and on down to the recreation area without disrupting 
the main house. This planning theory of course did nor work 
until the TV ser was placed in the recreation room. 

The inrroduction of Terrazzo for main floors in domestic use 
has proven highly sarisfacrory and no difficulties have been 
experienced from slipping or hardness. Ease of maintenance 
is worth every bit of the very slight added cost. 

A sloping sire on a corner dictated a split level plan for 
maximum efficie ncy, and rhe house is well adapted to the grade. 
It was financed through V.L.A., and is strictly in rhe under 
$ l 5,000.00 category. 

February 19S9 

R esidence of Mr and iVft"S D. W. Jonsson 
Ft·edericton, New Bmnswick 

l. Living room from bedroom hall 

2. Kitchen 

3. Bedroom wing from street 

2 
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Entrance 

View from street 
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Main floor plan. Entrance hall, 
garage and urilicy area are at a 
lower level 
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Residence of Mr Lester]. Page, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
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VIEWPOINT 

uArchitects unable to include in their organization 
specialists in decorating and landscaping, shot~-ld 
not surrender web work to separate and indepen­
dent specialists without maintaining some meawre 
of control t·ecognized by the client." 

In early days, the architect of a building was also the Interior 
D.ecorator. Nobody else was so sensible of the requirements 
of the structure he had created. So there was harmony within 
and without. The architect decorator dictated and supervised 
what was to be done in the various rooms. 

In this age of specialists, the decorator takes his rightful 
place and most architects recognize this as an established fact. 
Some of our larger architectural offices employ specialists on 
interior design as part of their organizations. Then why has 
friction crept in between these two professions? 

In most cases, a building project is well on its way to com­
pletion before a decorator is consulted, usually by the client. 
A conflict of ideas and opinions often results. The architect 
resents the intrusion into what he considers is still his domain 
and rightly so. The decorator feels he too has a similar respon­
sibility to that of the architect towards the client. 

Since the architect is available for consultation on all aspects 
of design, it should be his duty to advise his client of the 
importance of the general integration of all phases of the de­
sign including that of interior decoration. It should be pointed 
out that just as the architect retains the services of structural, 
mechanical and electrical consultants and co-ordinates his work 
with theirs, so similarly should the services of the decorating 
specialists be integrated too. 

A few architects may, either as a hobby or otherwise, have 
acquired a familiarity with horticulture which makes them 
competent to layout and design the landscaping around their 
buildings, but most of them have little specialized knowledge 
and understanding of plant life and of the soil in which it 
grows. Most architects must therefore rely upon such advice 
as they may obtain from specialists in this field or as invariably 
happens, allow the problem of landscaping to be handled by 
someone else commissioned by the client to deal with it. The 
landscape specialist acting alone, cannot be expected to envis­
age the overall picture of the project as the architect conceived 
it. It is important therefore, that the landscape specialist, if 
one is employed, should be selected by the architect or if 
selected by the client that he be satisfactory to the architect. 
If the broad ideas of both are in harmony "vith each other, 
then any aesthetic problems which arise can be resolved io 
a spirit of team work. 

The client should be advised of the necessity of a sympa­
~heti~ rendering of the requirements of the entire project that 
1s bemg created for him. In order to achieve this ideal condi­
tion, both architect and decorating and landscaping specialists 
should speak the same language, and each one, while being a 
specialist in his own profession should understand something 
of the others' problems. 

John Fish, Montreal 

Architects unable to include in their organization specialists in 
decorating and landscaping, should not surrender such work 
to separate and independent specialists without maintaining 
some measure of control because each architectural under­
taking is a complex thing that combines many arts and trades. 

Would an architect allow the structural engineer to deter­
mine, in his own manner, the shape of a building any more 
than he would allow the heating and mechanical engineer the 
liberty of placing his equipment anywhere regardless of the 
final result. 

It may be noted that if specialists are not directed, they 
tend to repeat certain patterns used in former work and some­
times are too practical, not that it is always bad, but it does 
not lend itself to conformity in design which is the sole respon­
sibility of the architect. 

Arthur tacnursiere, Shawin·igan Falls 
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In my opinion it is just as important for an architect to have 
c~ntrol over interior decoration and landscaping as it is for 
h1m to have control over consulting engineers. Unfortunately 
our fees usually do not allow us to hire these profes~ions as 
consultants with the often unfortunate result that their efforts 
appear rather unco-ordinated and unsympathetic to the archi­
tect's wm·k. The problem would best he solved by an archi­
tectural fee arrangement which includes the services of deco­
rators and landscape architects, as well as structural engineers, 
etc., so that projects can be given a comprehensive design 
treatment. 

Geoffrey Massey, Vancouver 

It appears unfortunate that architech.u·al offices must surrender 
to so-called "specialists" such work as interior decorating. 
Surely this is as much part of architecture as the detailing of 
a stairway! And do not most of our schools stress colour 
schemes etc, even at the expense of stair details? Why then 
should interior decorating pose a problem even in small offices? 
By surrendering interior design we are in danger of losing 
control of the overall design, and this I feel must be rigidly 
controlled by the architect. 

Landscaping on the other hand presents a more complex 
problem. Being a landscape architect I have always felt that 
too few architects give enough serious thought to outside plan­
ning. Such things as parking, and the setting of Hoor elevations 
in relation to the outside grades, and the use of retaining walls 
are all points that any architect should be able to cope with. 
Even though they involve the same principals as architectural 
planning, many do not consider the two together, consequently 
I feel many good buildings are lost to inadequate landscape 
h·eatment. 

An architect need not know the Latin names of numerous 
common plants but, he should know where such things as 
shade and ground cover are required. Perhaps 6ve years of 
architectural study exposes the student to only a smattering of 
landscape design but even this knowledge should be sufficient 
for him to reach major decisions regarding outside planning. 

The question of retaining a landscape architect is usually 
one of cost. In cases where the client can afford these services 
and the architect feels the need, the landscape architect should 
be retained from the site planning stage on, so as to enable him 
and the architect to take advantage of the site and the initial 
indoor and outdoor relationship. AU too often the landscape 
architect is called in too late, and he ends up being nothing 
more than a camouflage expert. 

A well trained landscape architect should be able to work 
hand in glove with a well trained architect. Unfortunately 
Canada has a shortage of such landscape m·chitects. There are 
innumerable plantsmen, who are fine if you tell them what to 
plant and where. To expect these chaps to understand archi­
tectural expressions is a little presumptions and to turn them 
loose on exterior design is certainly most disastrous. 

In short I feel to surrender decorating, and landscape design 
to "specialists" (who do not understand what your architec­
tural design strives to achieve) is to comt disaster. 

]ames E. Secord, St. Catharines 

Reuben, Reuben, I bin thinkin 
Oh how foUy it would be 
If our clients just sat back 
Leav-in everythin to met Ancient poem-Anon. 

And alas to avoid stmender of a measure of control is not 
always possible. Landscaping and interior .decorating are too 
o:ten regarded as th~ rightful province of the gifted, or not so 
g•fte?, amateur. Chmmen of Boards have favourite gardeners, 
or Wives who took decorating in finishing school; old Charlie 
down in Purchasing can get these evergreens, or drapes, or 
whatever- cheaper, and what looks better than njce regularly 
spaced perimeter pyramids of bushes? ("That'll do 'er- we'll 
just seed the rest!) 

The ability to include specialists in the organization is beside 
the point; when the building demands, a great effort must be 
made to retain control. When old Charlie is nominated as the 
e~er~, schemes must~ volunteered. Architects without speci­
ahsts 111 pocket must hire them. Under some circumstances it 
must become an exercise in the most determined salesmanship. 

Blake H. M. T edman, Toronto 
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PROJECTS 

SYNAGOGUE CEN TRE, 
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

At·chitect, A mold Schrier 

General Contractor, Ftmdy Cotzsfmction Compa·ny 

Strttctttral Engineer, Beno Eskenazi 

Mechanical Engi1zeer, SeymorJ·r Le11i11e 

Electrical Engineer, A . Benjamin 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, 
YORK TOWNSHIP, ONTARIO 

Architects, Venchiamtti muJ Venchiamtti 

The building is located at the corner of rwo srrcers rhus permitting 
separate entrances on sloping side both to rhe Sancruary and the 
School. The schoolroom is designed to rake a furure storey, so that 
evenrually there will be a dozen or more classrooms. The Sancruary 
contains searing for over six hundred people and the Social Hall 
d irectly below is designed to hold the same number. Flanking che 
main enrrance court is the Chapel and Administration Offices with 
the sculprural reliefs designed by the Artist Iliu of Montreal. 
The strucrure is sreel frame wirh concrete slab floors. 

A two and a half storey building of flat p late concrete consrrucrion, 
providing centralized offices for rhe Board of Education. Brick piers 
and concrete columns will support the floors, the outside walls hav­
ing panels of pre-cast concrete and .floor to ceil ing steel sash. The 
canopy will be reinforced concrete. The interior wiJl have exposed 
brick and plastered walls, vinyl ri le floors and acoustic tile ceilings. 
A lowered ceiling in rhe corridor will house the air conditioning 
duces. 
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MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 
TOWN OF WESTON, ONTARIO 

A·rchitect.r, Albarda & T-lo1tn.rom 

General Contractor, Graham artd Sibbett Co. Ltd. 

StmcttJ.rat Engineer, Alex. Tobias & Associates, Limited 

M echtmicr1l and Blect·ricaJ E·ngineers, R. P. Allsop & A.r.rociates 
Limited 

The Weston Municipal Building was erected to provide space 
for civic deparun ents which had been housed in an obsolete 
seventy-five year old town hall and in scattered temporary 
quarters. Recent design trends were avoided in the exterior 
treatment ro prevent a serious clash with the six year old tradi­
cional fireball, joined co the new build ing. The same red stock 
brick was used and the windows are of wood, with steel vents. 
The construction is reinforced concrete foundation walls and 
strucrural steel frame with steel joists. Exterior doors are alu­
minum. Interior doors are wood with steel frames. The build­
ing has a total floor area of 18,800 square feet on three floors 
and was built at a cost of $302,000.00. It contains Council 
Room, offices for municipal depanments and a unit of the 
Metropolitan Police, with two holding cells and a two car 
garage. A public meeting room, craft rooms and public toilers 
have also been provided. Economy was a factor in planning, 
for the population of the Town of Wesron is very small com­
pared with that of the townships of Metropolitan Toronco 
which have recently erected municipal buildings. 

l. Entrance lobby 

2. Council chamber 

3. Front elevation from Main St. 
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From the 
EX ECUTI V E D I RECTOR 'S D ESK 

N.,;AHLY THREE MONTHS HAVE 1':\SSED Since one gold and eight 
silver medals were presented in the Massey Medals for Archi­
tecture, 1958, competition at Ottawa last December, and now 
seems an appropriate time to review the impact of this com­
petition upon the profession. 

Four such competitions have been sponsored since 1950 
by the Massey Foundation and administered by the Royal 
Architectural Institute. Each succeeding Massey Medals has 
shown more interest on the pmt of architects than its pre­
decessor. Eight years ago, twenty-two firms entered the com­
petition-by 1958 the list had grown to seventy-six. The figure 
of ninety-nine mounts in the first competition expanded to 
four hundxed and seventeen. But the real significance of this 
architectural event is not laid bare by a recital of figures which 
show a heightened interest in the exercise, although the statis­
tics are gratifying. 

It is more significant that Canadian architects, despite the 
administrative clifficulties of staging such a competition each 
three years, recognize that the profession is making an honest 
attempt to attract the best examples of contemporary Cana­
dian architecture into active competition. 

But one may ask: what can be done to perfect the actual 
competition and improve the staging of the Massey Medals? 
The Institute is aware that there are many features about the 
competition, the actual ceremony and the travelling exhibition, 
which require remedy. Where they exist inadequacies are be­
ing identified and removed; and planning is already under way 
for the next competition. 

Unquestionably, Massey Medals represents an unexcelled 
public relations opportunity. The architectural profession, dur­
ing several weeks before and after the presentation of the 
medals, is given a natural vehicle for the transmission of in­
formation about architects to the general public. Much greater 
advantage will be taken of this opportunity in the future 
through careful pre-planning and by means of closer liaison 
with Provincial Associations. The Massey Medals Committee 
is aware that the jury of selection now operate at a disadvan­
tage when, after two hard working days, they must select 

AMENDMENTS TO RAIC BY-LAWS 
RECEIVE FINAL RATIFICATION 

The December, 1958, meeting of the Executive Committee in 
Ottawa, gave final ratification to important amendments to 
By-Laws of the Royal Institute, resulting from a painstaking 
review of the By-Laws by a Special RAIC Committee under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. F. Bruce Brown, FRAIC. The most signifi­
cant development has been the broadening of representation on 
the Executive Committee leading to the appointment of mem­
bers from all regions of Canada, and providing for the election 
of a president from any one of the Provincial Associations. 

It is less than three years since proposals were made im­
mediately prior to or during the 1956 Annual Assembly by the 
Architects Association of New Brunswick, and the Manitoba 
Association of Architects, that serious consideration be given 
to broadening representation on the Executive Committee to 
include regions of the Dominion other than Ontario and 
Quebec. 

The entire matter of representation on the Council and Ex­
ecutive Committee was discussed at the 1956 Annual Assembly 
and a resolution was passed that a Special Council Meeting be 
held in late 1956, with representation from each Provincial 
Association in order that the matter could receive further study. 

The special Council Meeting was held in November, 1956, 
and from that evolved a change of By-Laws permitting addi­
tional representation from British Columbia, from the three 
Prairie Provinces (Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba) and 
the Atlantic Provinces (New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and New­
foundland. This amendment to the By-Laws came into force 
at the 1957 Annual Assembly. Since that time, the thxee regions 
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medal winners from photographs only. It is out of the question 
to arrange an architectural tour of Canada for the three-man 
jmy, nor could they contemplate it. 

However, the Institute can act to: 
1. Request approval for judging of entries and staging of pre­
sentation ceremony in the early autumn . 
2. Arrange to conduct the judging of entries, stage the exhibits, 
and present awards, in one building - the new temporary 
National Gallery to be known as the Lome Building. It is 
scheduled for completion in late 1959. 
3. Provide facilities for the hanging of as m<lny mounts entered 
in the competition as possible. 
4. Encourage a more active participation in 1961 by archi­
tects from all Provinces. In 1958 fifty-nine of seventy-six par­
ticipating firms represented Ontario and British Columbia. 
Architects in other component associations should take up the 
challenge. 
5. Establish, in co-operation with the National Gallery, a de­
tailed schedule of exhibition dates for Massey Medals in major 
cities of Canada. 
6. Allow Massey Medals to serve as the core for a permanent 
travelling exhibition of Canadian architecture to be circulated 
abroad. 

As the end of February approaches, practically all of the 
Provincial Associations have conducted annual meetings and 
laid plans for the balance of 1959. In the month of January, 
I visited all three Associations in the Atlantic Provinces. It has 
been a very encouraging and stimulating experience- encourag­
ing because I encountered a widespread opinion that the 
RAIC, as the parent organization, must provide a variety of 
services to component bodies; stimulating because Canadian 
architects at all age levels, appear to be keenly interested 
in the future of their profession, and intend to protect and 
strengthen that future by making the Provincial Associations 
effective in the daily routine of administration and far-seeing 
in the development of policies. 

Robbins Elliott 

mentioned above have had representation on the Executive 
Committee. 

The additional representation has been very successful. The 
appointees have shown an extremely active interest in RAIC 
affairs and because it has worked so well, the thoughts of 
Council turned to the possibility of an even more representative 
Executive Committee, which would permit the election of a 
President from any part of Canada and still provide a workable, 
more compact Executive to co-operate with strong administra­
tion at the central office. 

Consequently, the Special RAIC Committee was set up in 
January of 1957 \mder the Chairmanship of Dr. Brown. Mem­
bership on his Committee consisted of the then President, 
Douglas E. Kertland, FRAIC; ex officio, H. A. Morris, FRAIC; 
A. J. C. Paine, F RAIC; Harland Steele, FRAIC. The late Dr. 
A. J. Hazelgrove and Earle J. Sheppard, also served as valued 
Committee members until their deaths. Dr. Brown was given 
authority to add additional representation from East and West 
and his Committee was consequently augmented by the 
addition of C. A. E. Fowler of Halifax and John L. Davies of 
Vancouver. 

Briefly, the Special Committee's Terms of Reference were to 
study possible revision of the RAIC By-Laws to permit the 
election of a President (and/ or other Officers) from any prov­
ince and still ensure that an adequate Executive Committee of 
Council would be constituted to work efficiently in the best 
interests of the RAIC. 

Of necessity, a considerable portion of the work was done 
by interchange of correspondence. However, several meetings 
of the Committee were held, one always being called the day 
prior to an Executive Committee meeting when the Chairman 
reported on Committee progress. 
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The Special Committee made certain assumptions as a pre­
liminary to their study of possible revisions. Included among 
these were: 
(1) As a National Professional Organization, the Head Office of 

the Institute should remain in Ottawa in the best interests 
of the profession. 

(2) The affairs of the Institute should be under the direct con­
trol of a sb·ong administrator who, with the guidance of the 
Executive Committee of Council, would be in direct control 
of the affairs of the Institute and the Journal. 

(3) The proposed amendments to the By-Laws should include: 
(a) continuation of the present method of forming the 

RAIC Council; 
(b) election of Officers and Executive Committee members 

by Council members from among Council members; 
(c) the number of Executive Committee members reduced 

to eleven; 
(d) the number of Executive Committee meetings reduced; 
(e) at least one member of the Executive Committee from 

each of the five areas, i.e., British Columbia, Prairie 
Provinces, Ontario, Quebec, and Atlantic Provinces; 

(f) the establishment of a Nominating Committee, to select 
a slate of officers, consisting of the President and four 
Past Presidents, counting back in order from the Presi­
dent. 

(g) it should be possible for any five members of Council 
to nominate candidates other than those proposed by 
the Nominating Committee. 

After almost hvo years' sh1dy, By-Laws were drafted in­
corporating the above points. The proposed amendments were 
forwarded to all members of Council, and to the Provincial 
Associations for study individually and by the Provincial Coun­
cils. Their criticisms were .invited and a letter-ballot of Council 
was held in November, 1958, which when counted, indicated 
complete approval by Council of the proposed amendments. 
On December 6, 1958, at a meeting of Executive Committee 
of Council, the By-Laws were declared in effect. 

The Nomirtating Committee, chaired by President Maurice 
Payette, will shortly begin preparing the slate of nominees for 
presentation to the 1959-1960 Council of the RAIC who will 
elect their Officers and Executive in accordance "vith the new 
By-Laws, at its first meeting at the 1959 Annual Assembly in 
late May at Windsor, Ontario. 

Le Comite executif, a sa reunion de decembre 1958 a Ottawa, 
a ratifie les importants amendements apportes aux Reglements 
de l'Institut Royal a la suite d'une revision rninutieuse faite 
par un Comite special de l'IRAC, que presidait Dr. F. Bruce 
Brown, AIRAC. 

L'amelioration la plus importante a ete l'elargissement des 
cadres de la representation au Comite executi£ qui a eu pour 
effet Ia nomination de membres venant de toutes les regions 
du Canada, et qui prevoit !'election d'un President, apparte­
nant a n'importe laquelle des Associations p rovinciales. 

Moins de b·ois ans se sont ecoules depuis que des proposi­
tions ont ete faites, juste avant ou pendant 1' Assemblee an­
nuelle de 1956, par !'Association des Architectes du Nouveau­
Bnmswick et !'Association des Architectes du Manitoba; ces 
propositions ont demande que l'on etudie serieusement J'op­
portunite d' elargir les cadres de Ia representation au Comite 
executif de fa90n a Ce qu'y SOient representeeS des regions du 
Canada autres que !'Ontario et le Quebec. 

Tout le probleme de Ia representation au Conseil et au 
Comite executif a ete etudie a l'Assemblee annuelle de 1956 
et une resolution a ete adoptee demandant Ia tenue d'une 
reunion speciale du Conseil vers la fin de 1956 a Jaquelle 
chaque Association provinciale serait representee afin de re­
prendre !'etude du probleme. 

La reunion speciale du Conseil a eu lieu en novembre 1956 
et on y a con9u une modification aux Reglements pennettant 
Ia nomination de representants additionnels de Ia Colombie­
Britannique, des b·ois provinces des Prairies (Alberta, Sas­
katchewan et Manitoba) et des provinces de !'Atlantique 
(Nouveau-Brunswick, Nouvelle-Ecosse et Terre-Neuve). Cet 
mnendement aux Reglements est entre en vigueur lors de 
l'Assemblee annuelle de 1957. Depuis lors, les trois regions 
mentionnees ci-dessus ont ete representees au sein du Comite 
executi£. 
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Cet accroissement de la representation a ete un sucd~s. Les 
nouveaux elus ont manifeste un tres vif interet pour les affaires 
de l'Institut. Cette reussite a porte le Conseil a chercher les 
moyens d'avoir tm Comite executi£ encore plus representatif, 
Ott il serait possible d'elire un president venant de n'importe 
otl au Canada, tout en conservant un Executif capable de bien 
exercer ses fonctions, mieux forme et mieux en mesure de col­
laborer avec une administration forte au bureau central. 

Le Comite special de I'IRAC a done ete constitue en janvier 
1957 sous la pn~sidence de M. Brown. Les membres du Comite 
etaient le President d 'alors, M. Douglas E. Kertland, AIRAC, 
membre d'office, MM. R A. Morris, AIRAC, A. J. C. Paine, 
AIRAC et Harland Steele, AIRAC. Feu Dr. A. J. Hazelgrove 
et Earle J. Sheppard ont aussi ete des membres precieux du 
Comite jusqu'a leur deces. M. Brown a ete autorise a s'ad­
joindre d'autres representants de I'Est et de l'Ouest et son 
Comite a done gagne deux membres: MM. C. A. E . Fowler de 
Halifax et John L. Davies de Vancouver. 

En resume, le Comite special etait charge d'etudier Ia pos­
sibilite de modifier les Reglements de l'Institut afin de per­
mettre l'election d'un President (etj ou d'aub·es membres de 
Ia direction) venant de quelque province que ce soit, tout en 
assurant Ia constitution d'un Comite executif du Conseil qui 
serait satisfaisant et qui pourrait travailler efficacement dans 
!'interet de l'IRAC. 

Naturellement, une large part du b·avail a ete accompli par 
correspondance. Cependant, Je Comite a tenu plusiew·s reu­
nions, dont une la veille de chaque reunion du Comite executif 
a laquelle Je president presentait un rapport sur le travail ac­
compli par son Comite. 

Avant d' etudier les amendements possibles, le Comite spe­
cial a adopte certains postulats, dont les suivants: 
(1) A cause de sa nature d'organisation professionnelle na­

tionale, I'Institut devrait maintenir son bureau central a 
Ottawa pour le plus grand avantage de la profession. 

(2) Les affaires de l'Institut devraient relever directement d'un 
administrateur ayant des pouvoirs etendus qui, sous la 
direction du Comite executif du Conseil, clirigerait les af­
faires de l'Institut ainsi que le Journal. 

(3) Les modifications que l'on se propose d'apporter aux Re­
glements devraient comprendre: 
a) le maintien de la methode utilisee pn~sentement pour 

Ia constitution du Conseil de l'IRAC; 
b) I' election, par les membres du Conseil, des membres de 

Ia direction et du Cornite executif, choisis parmi les 
membres du Conseil; 

c) Ia reduction a 11, du nombre des membres du Comite 
executif; 

d) Ia diminution du nombre des reunions clu Comite exe­
cutif; 

e) la nomination d'au moins un membre du Comite executif 
pour chacune des cinq regions, c'est-a-dire la Colom­
hie-Britannique, les Provinces des PraMes, !'Ontario, le 
Quebec et les Provinces de l' Atlantique; 

f) Ia constitution d'un Comite des candidatures charge de 
choisir une liste de candidats a la direction, et compose 
du President et de quatre anciens presidents a compter 
du president en fonctions; 

g) la possibilite, pour cinq membres du Conseil, de pro­
poser des candidats autres que ceux que propose le 
Comite des candidatures. 

Apres une ehtcle de pres de deux ans, un projet de Regle­
ment, ou etaient incorporees les propositions ci-dessus, a ete 
redige. Les modi.flcations projetees ont ete expediees a tous les 
membres du Conseil et aux Associations provinciales a.fin qu'el­
les so.ient etudiees par les membres et par les Conseils pro­
vinciaux. Ils ont ete invites a soumettre lems commentaires, 
et le Conseil a vote par correspondance en novembre 1958; le 
resultat a indique que le Conseil approuvait entierement les 
modifications proietees. Le 6 decembre 1958, a une reunion 
du Comite executif du Conseil, les Reglements ont ete declares 
en vigueur. 

Le Comite des candidatures, sous Ia direction clu President, 
M. 'Maurice Payette, commencera bienti'lt a dresser Ia liste des 
candidats qui seront presentes au Conseil de l'Institut pour 
1959-1960; le Conseil elira les membres de la direction et de 
l'executif en conformite des nouveaux Reglements, a sa pre­
miere reunion lors de l'Assemblee annuelle de 1959 qui aura 
lieu, fin mai, a Windsor (Ont.). 
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At the risk of appearing to be unconcerned about the current 
state of Canadian architecture, I am reminding Journal readers 
that "Architectme Beyond Our Borders" is the theme of the 
1959 Convention of the RAIC. The 1959 Assembly will take 
place at Windsor where we will be in the friendly shadow of 
Detroit across the River- a sprawling industrial giant - one 
of the exciting growth cities of this Continent. So it is that the 
Institute will gather to look abroad at the works of our Ameri­
can colleagues and associates. 

Save for the 1949 Assembly at Niagara Falls, this is the 
61·st occasion in 52 years that we have met at a location in 
Canada which permits smveillance of the U.S.-Canada border, 
and .it will help us to remember the very real advantages Hew­
ing from easy, natural relationships with American architects 
and business men. It will help us to recall the muhtal advan­
tages that cross-border contacts provide year in and year out. 

We have watched with our friends over the border the 
rapid shrinking of the modern world as we know it, and the 
assumption by the two major countries on this Continent of 
tremendous responsibilities in the realm of .international diplo­
macy. Outstanding U.S. architects have been commissioned to 
design embassies and chanceries in every corner of the globe. 
In like manner within a few months Institute architects will 
be selected to design Canadian structmes for Canadian repre­
sentatives in many pruts of the world. The profession welcomes 
yet another sign of growing national maturity in the decision 
of ou1· Government to erect for Canadians abroad buildings 
of Canadian design. 

In the field of private construction, Canadian architects have 
been designing structures in such places as Hong Kong and 
Nassau. 

Full opportunity will be given dming the 1959 Assembly 
to visit major architectuml achievements in and about Detroit; 
and after the Convention concludes a tom of the Chicago area 
has been arranged. Through examination of "Architecture 
Beyond Our Borders'' Canadian architecture and its practi­
tioners cannot help but receive benefit. 

Au risque de sembler no pas m'interesser ~l Ia situation presente 
de !'architecture canadienne, je desire rappeler aux lectems 
du ]o·ttrnal que "L'Architecrure au dela de nos frontieres" sera 
le sujet d'etude du Congres de l'lnstitut en 1959. L'Assemblee 
de 1959 aura lieu a Windsor, dans le voisinage amical de 
Detroit, ce geant industriel qui s'etend de !'autre cote de Ia 
riviere, l'une des villes de notre continent dont la croissance 
offre un si vif interet. Ainsi, les membres de l'Institut se reuni­
ront pour examiner, a J'etranger, les oeuvres de nos collegues 
et <lSSOCies americains. 

Sauf l'Assemblee de 1949 a Niagara Falls, c'est Ia premiere 
occasion en 52 ans q1.1e nous avons de nous reunir a proximite 
de Ia ft·ontiere entre le Canada et les Etats-Unis et de nous 
rappeler ainsi les mille ;wantages qui decoulent de relations 
faciles et naturelles avec les architectes et hommes d'affaires 
americains. Ainsi ressortiront les avantages reciproques que 
nous procment a l'annee longue ces communications de part 
et d'autre de la frontiere. 

Nous avons ete temoins, avec nos amis d'outre-frontiere, du 
retnkissement des dimensions du monde moderne tel que nous 
le connaissons, et nous avons vu les deux plus grands pays du 
continent assumer des responsabiJites ecrasantes sur Ia scene 
internationale. Des architectes americains renommes ont ete 
appeles a concevoir et executer des ambassades et chancelle­
ries dans tous les coins du monde. De meme, d'ici quelques 
mois, certains architectes membres de l'Institut seront charges 
de !'execution d'edifices pour les representants du Canada clans 
plusieurs parties du monde. Les architectes reconnaissent avec 
plaisir un autre signe de maturite nationale dans Ia decision 
qu'a prise notre gouvernement de construire, pom· les Cana­
diens a l'etrnnger, des edifices de conception canad.icnne. 

Dans les domaine de Ia construction pour les particuliers, 
des architectes canadiens ont deja a leur cn~dit des immeubles 
en certains endroits comme Hong Kong et Nassau. 

On aura l'occasion, au cours de l'Assemblee de 1959, de 
visiter les realisations les plus importantes en architecture a 
Detroit et dans les environs; on a organise, pour apn3s le Con­
gres, une visite de Ia region de Chicago. Ce coup d'oeil sur 
"!'Architecture au deJa de nos frontieres" sera silrement profit­
able pour l'architechlre et les architectes du Canada. 

THE THEME OF 
THE 1959 ASSEMBLY 

AT WINDSOR 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Annual Dinner of the Manitoba Associ­
ation of Architects, Saturday March 
7th, 1959, at the Fort Garry Hotel , 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

HAIC Annual Assembly, May 27-SOth, 
1959 inclusive, a t the Prince Edward 
Hotel, Windsor, Ontario. 

FUTURE ISSUES OF THE JOURNAL 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 

Manitoba Student Issue 
Libraries 
St. Lawrence Seaway 
Campus Planning 
HAIC Annual Assembly 

Maurice Payette, President 
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MANITOBA 
The spotlight locally is foeussed on the Winnipeg City Hall 
Competition. We are pleased that with the announcement tv10 
of Winnipeg's architectural firms, namely, Green, Blankstein, 
Russell & Associates and Smith, Carter, Searle Associates are 
two of the six finalists. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said 
of the site for the New City Hall. 

Recently the Manitoba Government proposed a renewal 
project for the Point Douglas area of Winnipeg. It is suggested 
that the City Hall be located in this urea rather than on the 
Broadway Avenue site which was given to the City by the 
'former' Provincial Adminish·ation. What the outcome will be 
in terms of the City Hall Competition is anybody's guess at the 
moment. A decision on the renewal project is hoped for in the 
near future and thus allow the competition to proceed. 

Despite a very severe winter, several projects are under 
construction in the Winnipeg area and in rural Manitoba. 
Latest reports indicate an improvement in the unemployment 
picture. Manitoba has been quite successful in having sub­
sidized winter-work projects approved by the Federal Govern­
ment and these have helped the employment figures. 

The winter lecture series, under the joint sponsorship of the 
Student Architectural Society and the MAA, is again 'on tl1e 
road'. Lecturers thus far announced are Alfred Roth, Mrs. 
Moholy-Nagy and Russell Hitchcock. 

The Manitoba Association of Architects is looking forward 
to hosting the 1960 RAIC Assembly here in Winnipeg. Pre­
liminary planning is underway and it is hoped that with plenty 
of advance notice a great many members of the RAJC will 
plan to attend. Of this, a great deal more - later! 

George A. Stewmt, W ·innipeg 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FINALISTS IN THE 
WINNIPEG CITY HALL COl\·1PETITION 

January 6, 1959 
After three full days of deliberation, the members of the Jury 
of Award (Messrs. Belluschi, Rapson, Roth, Thornton and 
Thrift), together with the Professional Adviser, John A. Russell, 
met this morning in ilie i\'layor's Office to open the sealed 
envelopes containing the names of the six competitors whose 
submissions had been chosen. The six architects thus selected 
to enter the Final Stage of the City Hall Competition are as 
follows: 

Mr GeorgeS. Abram, Willowdale, Ont. 
Messrs J. M. Dayton & H. Jessiman, Vancouver, B.C. 
Green, Blankstein, Russell & Associates, Winnipeg, M<\11. 
Mr Michael M. Kopsa, Toronto, Ont. 
Mr Gerald Robinson, Toronto, Ont. 
Smith, Carter, Searle Associates, Winnipeg, Man. 
In making this announcement, the Professional Adviser paid 

glowing h·ibute to the members of the Jury who had applied 
themselves wiili such diligence to the task of choosing the six 
finalists from the 91 enn·ies. Their final decision was the direct 
result of searching analysis and sound judgment. Each juror 
brought to the judgment his individual philosophy of design 
and his rich background of experience. Yet, collectively the 
Jmy displayed a remarkable h;mnony in its d iscussions as well 
as a unanimity of emphasis. Early in the judgment it became 
obvious that their collective aim was to choose the six finalists 
whose enh"ies displayed the most promise of producing the 
finest possible City Hall for Winnipeg. 

Each of the finalists, has been notified of his selection and 
will be given instructions defining the concutions of the Final 
Stage of ilie Competition as soon as these conditions can be 
finalized. A period of about four months will be allowed for 
this second stage, following which the Jury will reassemble 
in Winnipeg to select the winning enh·y whose designer will 
then be appointed architect for ilie new City Hall. Each of 
these six finalists will receive a premitun of $5,000 on comple­
tion of the Final Stage; the winner will also receive an advance 
of $15,000 on his fees as archi tect. 

After the final judgment, the winning design plus those of 
the five other finalists, as well as a large selection of other 
entries submitted in the Preliminary Stage, will be exhibited 
to the public. Until that time, no drawings or models can he 
puhlished or exhihited. 

February 19S9 

The Jury of Award and che Professional Advisor 
Left to right: Eric Thrift, PeMr Thomton, ]. A . Rmsell, Alfred Roth, 
Ralph Rapson. Pietro Bell!t.rchi. 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION'S PRESIDENT AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING, 9 JANUARY 1959 
Once more it is my privilege as the President of your Associa­
tion to submit my report to you. 

Thanks to my capable colleagues, especially our Secretary­
Treasurer Hegish·ar of many years of outstanding service and 
experience, this report need not go into details of last year's 
activities of the Association. These will be reported by others. 

1958 has been good to all of us. All architects were exh"eme­
ly active, both professionally and in their services to ilieir 
communities. There seems to be no doubt tl1at more and more 
building activity is noticed in the Province, beneficial in many 
cases to the profession. No doubt there are instances where 
we were not always successful in promoting om own case, 
however, I do not think that our Province is alone in this 
respect. 

If we continue to endeavour to demonstrate otu· abilities and 
to serve our clients and committees to the best of our knowl­
edge with integrity and diligence, our status as a profession 
will grow in the minds of ilie public. 

We have continued our efforts in helping to form the policies 
of our National Institute. In this respect, New Brunswick's 
representation on the RAIC Executive was performed by Mr 
Fowler of Halifax in our joint names. In the coming year we 
expect iliat a member of our Association will represent the 
Atlantic Provinces for iliese meetings. 

Inter-Provincial Meetings were again held last year, to the 
benefit of both Associations. These should be promoted once 
more in the coming year, with as many of the new Council 
Members to take p<trt as can manage to do so. 

I am sure that the appointment of the new Executive 
Director of the RAlC will be of great importance to us all, in 
creating a closer liaison with our Institute and individual mem­
bers. He will be able to assist us in many of the problems that 
come before us from time to time. We therefore welcome Mr 
Robbins Elliott and wish him much success. 

In conclusion may I thank all members of the Council and 
other Committees for the work they have done for the Asso­
ciation in 1958 and for making my job as the President enjoy­
able. Best wishes for the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. Duschenes, P1·esident 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
The year 1958 opened with a Membership of twenty-one. Four 
new members were registered during the year: Richard F. 
West of Saint John, Conrad Blanchette of Moncton, both 
registered on 17th January 1958, and Alfred Chatwin of Saint 
John and Romeo Savoie of Lewisville, both registered on 14th 
November 1958. One Member has retired- H. S. Brenan of 
Saint John, one of ilie Charter members of this Association. 
Mr Brenan had heen an active member of the Association 
dnring its earlier years and served on tlw Council and was 
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President for two two-ye:u· terms and for a long time on the 
Examining Board. Ow- members all wish Mr Brenan well in 
his years of retirement. 

The Year 1958 closed with a net membership of 23 Regis­
tered Members. 

The Association xetains two Honormy Members - the 
Honow-able Hugh John Fleming, Premier of the Province o~ 
New Brunswick, who also served as Provincial Minister of 
Public Works for several ye<u-s. Mr Garnet W. Wilson is also 
an Honorary Member and was among ow- Charter Members. 

Some progress has continued in the efforts of our Association 
representative and the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada 
in the matter of establishing acceptable standards for archi­
tectural training and minimum standards for admission to 
membership and registration in the several provincial register­
ing bodies of Canada. 

The ethics practised by the members of this Association 
have continued thmugh the year on the usual high level and 
generally good personal relationships are at an enviable high 
standard. 

It is reasonable to believe that the Registered Members of 
this Association hold a high position in the opinion of the New 
Brunswick public. It is perhaps to be regretted that the public 
press remains rather reticent to give practising architects pub­
lic recognition for the service they render in connexion with 
building design and construction generally and we perhaps 
feel that the non-resident architect is more apt to be mentioned 
in connexion with architectural work carried out in this 
Province, altogether too much of which is done by non-resi­
dent architects holding a license to practice here. 

Mr Neil M. Stewart and H. C. Mott have served as official 
delegates to the RAIC Annual Assembly and Council with 
which it is gratifying to report that more satisfactory relation­
ships exist, particularly since geographical, regional represent­
atives to the Council of the RAIC and its Executive have a 
more active place in the management of the year's affairs of 
the Institute, with an opportunity for far better liaison between 
the Institute and the seven~! component provincial groups. 

It is gratifying to report that friendly relationships continue 
to exist between the practising architects and the members of 
the engineering groups. 

The interest in Association matters has been co-operatively 
and efficiently dealt with by the members through the year. 
One regret only is expressed. Mr Yvon LeBlanc, Vice-Presi­
dent for 1958, found it necessary to tender his resignation as 
a member of the Council solely because it became necessary 
for him to be absent from Canada for a time. Never theless, 
we have a feeling of pride in being able to report that Mr 
LeBlanc's absence is because of his study overseas on a well 
earned scholarsh~). 

Our Council for year 1958 was composed of President, Mr 
Rolf Duschenes who was immediate past president, and 
although holding office on the Council by virtue of being 
immediate Past President was honored by re-election and has 
creditably served in his position. The Vice-President is Mr 
Yvon LeBlanc, resigned for the reasons previously stated. 
Other members of the Executive Cotmcil, Mr Stanley W. Em­
merson, Mr Neil M. Stewart, Mr. Douglas W. Jensson. The 
latter two will continue to hold office in 1959. Two new mem­
bers of Council should be elected at the 1959 Annual Meeting 
to serve for a term of two years. 

Mr W. W. Alward continues as Chairman of the Examining 
Board as he has for a number of years. 

Interprovincial meetings between the representatives of om 
Association and those of the Nova Scotia Association have 
continued to prove helpful in dealing with matters of mutual 
interest and we only hope that practical means may be found 
in the future for representatives of the Newfoundland group 
to take a more active part in our Atlantic Provinces Regional 
relationships. 

In conclusion, I believe it is only right and proper that I 
should express deep appreciation of the active interest shown 
in Association matters by the President and the other members 
of the Council and I think it is only fair to say that during 
all the many years I have served as Secretary of this Associa­
tion that the interest of the members of Council has always 
been above personal gain and to the good of the profession as 
a whole. Every member on our Council has apparently 
endeavored to make the work of my office a pleasure, and my 
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thanks go not only to the Cow•cil members but to all m~m­
bers of the Association with whom I have been brought mto 
personal contact. 

For the sake of the records a list of the registered members 
of the Architects' Association of New Brunswick is incorpor­
ated in this report and follows. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. C. M ott, Secretary 

REPORT OF THE JOURNAL'S ROVING REPORTER 

The Annual Meeting of the New Brunswick Association of 
Architects met in the second week in January, and I was a 
privileged guest and speaker. It was a small meeting compared 
with what we have in Ontario or Quebec, but it was all the 
more enjoyable for that, and only two members were missing­
for good reason ! am quite sure. 

What strikes the visitor is the spirit of good fellowship that 
pervades the meeting. Mr Rolf Duschenes was an admirable 
chairman, but he would be the first to admit that Mr ClaiJ·e 
Mott is a kind of honormy chaiJ·man and the benevolent pater­
familias of the group. His threats of resignation as honorary 
secretary-treasurer m·e annually ignored, and a formal motion 
doubling his salary of zero dollars is annually moved and pass­
ed with accl:unation. 

The family side of the New Brunswick Association is best 
seen in an annual dinner at which the architects sit down to 
dinner with their office staffs. 'When asked, I couldn't remember 
anything of the kind in Toronto. 

There is no committee to study engineer-architect relations. 
In point of historic fact, the engineers supported the architects 
when the Architects' Act was passed by the legislature. It was 
only natural that, when the engineers sought simil:u· legisla­
tion, the architects should be behind them. The only flies in 
this idyl lic ointment seem to be the occasional importation of 
foreign architects for no justifiable reason that I could see, and 
a certain casualness about ret,ristering on the part of members 
of the RAIC coming into New Brunswick. These latter can, 
and are, dealt with by the appropriate disciplinary committee, 
but as I hope I have indicated earlier, the architects of New 
Brunswick are gentlemen who expect outside architects to 
follow the same code of ethics as themselves. It is distasteful 
to them to go to law in matters affecting the integrity and 
dignity of the profession. 

I would only embarrass my hosts if I were to say anything 
about tl1e hospitality of the St. John architects, but there were 
occasions that will always remain in my memory. Outstand­
ing, was lunch at the Union Club with Mr Wallace Alward. 
It may be evidence of a snobbish streak in me that my first 
judgment of a club is the soap in the washroom. It must be 
Pem·s, and in tl1at I was not disappointed in the Union Club. My 
genial companion at lunch (not Col. Alward) informed me that 
he had sat at the same table since 1923. The building was built 
in 1877 and the architect was John C. T. McKean. 

In my room at night, I happened to invite half a dozen 
architects, all of whom tmned out to he sailors. It was anything 
but a ribald audience that, well after midnight, heard the 
member from Fredericton tell the story of how, as nav:igating 
officer he took a trawler to Murmansk with a frozen compass 
and only a National Geographic map to guide him in the most 
dangerous waters that the last war produced. If ever I am 
invited to St. John, I hope to hear that story again. 

Mr J. K. Gillies is a most able photographer whose handi­
work ranges all the way from babies to buildings. It seems 
grossly unfair, as a rew:u·d for such generous hospitality, that 
I should put his promise in print to provide the Journal "vith 
photographs of several historic buildings of great beauty. It 
would be stretching things a bit far to ask him to include 
several factories and schools of recent vintage which I saw 
on a long trip with Mr Stanley Emmerson. These await a 
photographer. The architects concerned will, I am sure, come 
up with something because several are well wortl1 illustrating. 
We expect a good deal of activity in New Brm1swick so far as 
the Journal is concerned, and I assured Mr Mott that the ap­
proval of a building by a local committee was a guarantee of 
acceptance by the Editorial Board in Toronto. I am happy to 
go on record in that regard, and, of course, the same assurance 
applies to all editorial committees of the Jo-urnal. 

E.R.A. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Some two years ago, at the request of the Planning Depart­
ment, a Design Panel was created by City Council in Van­
couver. Its membership consists of three members of the AIBC, 
an independent Engineer, the City Building Inspector, and 
various officers of the City Planning Department. Mr Gerald 
Sutton Brown, the City Planner, is Chairman. 

The purpose of this Panel is to review proposals for build­
ings that appear to adversely affect the amenities of the district 
for which they are intended. These may be referred by the 
Technical Planning Board, the Building Department, the Plan­
ning Department, or by City Council. 

Zoning or Building By-law deficiencies are not the respon­
sibility of the Panel. The main concern is with the character 
of the proposed building - with emphasis on design, materials 
and finish. Both owners and architects are made aware that 
machinery exists to check developers who fail to recognize 
their civic responsibilities. 

The record to date is interesting to review. The Panel has 
been pleased to receive the willing co-operation of the archi­
tectural profession. Individual architects have frequently been 
invited to meet the Panel on rarticular buildings. The purpose 
is to strengthen the hand o any architect or designer who 
wishes to create a good building. 

This experiment in organization appears to find general 
favour. It is not proposed to appoint alternates for each archi­
tectural delegate, so that the efficiency of the Panel may con­
tinue at a high level. 

H. N. Semmens, Vancouver 

ONTARIO 
The area known to weather forecasters as "Lower Lake and 
Eastern Ontario" is changing at an accelerated pace from 
quiet towns and small cities with a lovely back-drop of mixed 
farming and vacation spots, to an industrial area with the 
concurrent increase of population and accompanying prob­
lems. The new Bethlehem Steel Dock for n·anshipping of iron 
ore from the Marmora mine is located at Picton on a bluff 
almost 100 feet above the water line, providing gravity feed 
out of rock-hewn bins into lake carriers. Adjacent to this is 
the new Lake Ontario Portland Cement plant, sitting on enough 
limestone to make cement for a century, which cement is also 
gravity-fed out of the plant into lake or ocean bulk-carriers 
at a dock having a depth of water sufficient for the largest 
ships. Another industry is seriously considering the possibility 
of locating near Picton, and if this materializes, permanent 
employment will be given to 200-400 persons. 

These changes at Picton, speeded up somewhat by the St. 
Lawrence Seaway development, are characteristic of our area 
and in many ways are very desirable. The attending problem 
of perimeter development of our towns, frequently taking the 
form of ribbons of sub-standard dwellings flanking the high­
ways in an unconb·olled manner, is not so desirable. A con­
siderable stir seen in the annexation of these surrounding areas, 
as well as an increase in zoning activity in rural areas, are in 
some cases beginning to control suburban spread to some de­
gree at least, bringing us to our next local problem - the very 
elementary one of sewage disposal. 

The Bay of Quinte is an arm of Lake Ontario running 
almost the entire distance from Kingston to Trenton, having 
a length of about fifty miles. The Bay is a paradise for yacht­
ing and vacationing, and at the same time it receives the 
unb·eated sewage of most of the municipalities on its shores. 
Paradise is almost lost, but many of these towns, populated 
by a total of about sixty thousand persons, are now preparing 
to provide sewage treatment plants, and soon we may see the 
ban lifted on bathing along our shores. 

A happier picture is seen a little farther north, in the Ban­
croft area. Here the discovery of uranium in many locations 
has brought several mines into production and some townsite 
development has taken place. Considerable areas which had 
seemed suitable only for forestry operations are now producing 
valuable ore, and the prospectors and promoters are still at 
work on other ore bodies. 
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So, while you may picture a figure striding over our hills, 
hammer in hand, he is not an iconoclast, smashing down the 
way of life that has developed here in a century and a half; 
rather, he is a prospector, bringing out of those hills the wealth 
hidden from time immemorial. We are working to assure that 
some of this wealth remains in the area to be used in the pro­
vision of the amenities of our century, amenities not only of 
utilities but also of physical environment. 

William A. Watson, Belleville 

COMPETITION 
The RAIC has received word from the American Institute of 
Architects that the Mastic Tile Corporation of America has 
announced an annual design competition with $25,000 in 
prizes "To stimulate a major contribution to better living for 
the middle income family". 

The program involves the design and planning of middle 
income, private housing for a specific 160-acre site that has 
been selected as typical of areas needing development. 

Eligible to compete are registered architects in the U.S. 
and Canada, architectural assistants to registered architects, 
students of schools which are members or associate members 
of ACSA as of 1958-59, and graduates of such schools. 

A grand prize of $10,000 with second and third prizes of 
$5,000 and $3,000, and merit awards of $250 are offered. In 
addition, there are awards for undergraduate students only, of 
a $2,500 first prize, $1,500 and $1,000 second and third prizes, 
and $250 merit awards. 

Approved by the AlA's Committee on Competitions, the 
Mastic Tile Corporation's competition has as its Professional 
Advisor, A. Gordon Lorimer of New York. Jurors will be Dean 
Pietro Belluschi of MIT; the chairman of the AlA's Committee 
on the Homebuilding Industry, Edward H. Fickett of Los 
Angeles; George Fred Keck, Chicago; Reginald Roberts, San 
Antonio; and Joseph H. Orendorff, Special Assistant to the 
Administrator, H.H.F.A. 

Closing date for competition is June 30, 1959. Entrants are 
requested to register prior to May 15, 1959. Copies of the pro­
gram and entry forms are available from Mastic Tile Corpora­
tion of America, P.O. Box 128, Vails Gate, N.Y. 

PARTNERSHIP 
Howard D. Chapman is pleased to announce that he is taking into 
partnership Mr Leonard Hurst. Henceforth the practice will be 
carried on under the name of Chapman and Hurst, at 61 Avenue 
Road, Toronto. 

REQUEST FOR BOOKS 
The Journal wonders if its readers have any copies of Banister 
Fletcher's "History of Architecture on the Comparative 
Method" with which they would be willing to part. 

Architectural students taking history courses at university 
still find this old chestnut to be the basic reference work, but 
have to pay a tremendous price to get it new. 

If you have a copy and would be willing to sell it for five 
dollars, would you please drop a note to the Journal and tell 
us. If you have a copy and would be willing to donate it, would 
you please send it to the Journal office and it will be forwarded 
to a student. 

EMPLOYMENT 
An experienced architectural specifications writer is required for 
a permanent position. Salary would be commensurate with experi­
ence and fringe benefits are available from the firm. Apply to Green 
Blankstein Russell and Associates, 222 Osborne Street, North, 
Winnipeg 1, Manitoba. 

The Department of Architectural Technology, Ryerson Institute, 
requires an instructor in architectural subjects for permanent staff. 
Applicants must be members of the Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada, with a minimum of two years experience in Canada. 
Interested persons are asked to write immediately to: The Director, 
Department of Architectural TechnolO!,')', Ryerson Institute of 
Technology, 50 Gould Street, Toronto, Ontario. 
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F A c T s A 

Fastening panels to struts 

Interior view showing curtain wa ll in place 

STRUT DETAILS 
Horizonta l Section 

Assembly interlocks with strut; pulls panels 
against vertical gaskets 

B 0 u T G L A s s 
Vol. 7, No.7 

Continued from Vol. 7. No. 6 

CONSTRUCTION 
Owens-Illinois Thinlire Curtain Wall System is designed for use on 
the four-foot or five-foot horizontal module. The perimeter is designed 
for interlocking intO adjoining panels which are erected in vertical 
stacks and bolted to extruded aluminum structural srrurs. 
Every effort is made w eliminate costly, on-the-job erection problems. 
Most Thinlite Curtain Wall accessories are extruded aluminum. Ochers 
are galvanized or stainless steel. All exposed parts are caustic etched 
and anodized. Shown at left is the stainless steel bolt and clip assembly 
used for attaching standard panels to aluminum struts. Extruded 
aluminum batten strips carry sponge Neoprene gaskets and self-locking 
nut and bolt assembly for easy attachment, afrer panels have been 
bolted in place. Snap-on moldings cover batten str ip bole heads and 
are parr of che assembly. 
Incerior view showing Thinlite Curtain Wall System io place. Thin lire 
Solar-Selecting panels are fabricated with lightweight, cwo-incb thin 
hollow glass units which control light aod solar hear by the use of 
patented solar-selecting prisms impressed on the inner surface. The 
panels are available in three colors as well as vista panels for vision, 
ceramic-faced panels for color, and other special types. 

EFFICIENCY 
By the use of the yellow panels on non-sun exposures, blue-green for 
severe sun exposure and soft white for general use, transmission of 
light and heat are strictly controlled. 
The units contain a one inch air space and have an overall insulating 
value approximately equal to double glazing. This insulating quality 
makes the Thinlire Curtain Wall System a practical, economical and 
attractive new element in building design. 

DURABILITY 
In the experimental resrs water ar 70 pounds pressure plus an 80 m.p.h. 
air stream were played on individual panels as well as an entire wall. 
Temperature tests ranging from 40° F below 0 ° to 150° F above have 
been part of the testing program. The tests proved that Thinlire Cur­
tain Wall System is a durable, water and air tighc construction. 

HEAD, SILL DETAIL 
Gasketed batten strips are aluminum; screw into place 
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Fm·the1· in{ormaJion ma:y be obtained (rom 1be Technical Department of Pilkingt011 Glas.r Limieed. 

PILKINGTON GLASS LIMITED 
HEAD OFFICE 1 6 5 BLOOR ST. EAST. TORONTO 

BRANC H ES COAST TO COAST 
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