


54

Flynn Park Site Model. View down to stage and ice rink.

Flynn Park Site Model. View to amphitheatre seating.
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Project Outcome

The Urban Park Pathway provides opportunity for so-

cial gatherings, improvement of environment, and plat-

forms for art installations. It evokes physical, and mental 

stimulation. It gives further identity to the correspond-

ing neighbourhood mixing different kinds of people. The 

path reinforces the importance the edge, and movement 

in ground. 

The more you break down a city into separate districts, 

focus seems less on the community, and more on the 

city. The less value the community has because their 

“parts”, result in elements becoming easily replaced. 

Redefi ning the negative space allows this fragment  

to stitch its parts together. The urban core, now made 

whole, becomes the community.  Further the application 

of the current proposal of the urban path could, twenty 

years from now, result in a network of interconnected 

shared pathways. 

The creation of the path provides opportunities for link-

ages to the rest of the peninsula. Providing a  shared 

path not only  facilitates recreation use, but also alternate 

transit route for daily commute of university users, offi ce 

personnel and others. Its successful use will one day 

promote further connections around the peninsula. With 

a more commanding edge attention shifts away from the 

centre point of the Citadel, the Commons and inner core 

toward the urban path and the inclusion of the entire 

peninsula. The next stage of development connects the 

path to the downtown business district, Halifax Seaport 

and MacDonald Bridge. The fi nal stage links north entry 

points: Bedford Basin and the Mackay Bridge.
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CHAPTER 4: CONCLUSION

Halifax, Nova Scotia 2020

A cool breeze blows in from the harbour while tourists 

meander along a three kilometre boardwalk taking in 

and adding to the vibrance of Halifax. Locals bike in from 

the shared path and join the summer festivities on the 

waterfront. Balance has come from the ease of access 

to the urban path, its continuity around the perimeter of 

the peninsula, and ease of movement from one place to 

another.

Being lost in a city can have a deeper, and more nega-

tive interpretation; just as people feel more comfortable 

when they know where they are in relation to visible 

landmarks, cities become more valuable when people 

use them together. A site such as the peninsula that sus-

tains itself separate from the city grid is atypical, yet in-

valuable. Finding new use in a area such as the rail cut, 

increases heritage value. Fostering community creates 

connection to others, increases safety and decreases 

incidences of violence. Diversity of program allows in-

clusion and use of public space. 

Halifax as a network of green path 
and connecting nodes.
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APPENDIX A: AN IMAGE OF HALIFAX

An image of Halifax has been depicted in print matter 

(e.g. local newspapers, tourist brochures, maps), though 

one must step back from the individual impressions over 

time and thread the pieces together. In particular Halifax 

architecture, existing and proposed, has encountered 

fi erce ideas and opinions on what the city might be, - a 

monument to history or a slave to skyscrapers. The im-

age of Halifax is important in determining how people 

will respond to new urban developments. Providing a 

brief recent history of Halifax is necessary; addressing 

the city’s image gives an understanding of its inhabit-

ants,  its buildings and the spaces between them, and 

how theses places are used. 

To gain a better understanding of Halifax I went to the 

public archives and began exploring old newspaper 

articles, paying particular attention the headlines as an 

image portrayed to readers. The results of the article 

headlines organized below:

The 1960s: Looking for a vision/ defi ning a city.

Modern Shopping, Business Area Planned For South 
End”. -“A sweeping redevelopment plan affecting three 
blocks along Spring Garden Road with provisions for 
the parking of 275 cars and introduction of two ped-
estrian shopping malls”.  The Mail Star. 30 Jan. 1960. 

Many must live near downtown. The Mail Star. (Hali-
fax) 6 Oct. 1961. 

- Car Parks As First-Step Project  “..the city must be 
redeveloped at higher densities to free land for open 
space and other public amenities” Shingler and Ris-
don, London Architects and surveyors. 

- Downtown Exciting Urban Community Seen. “Hali-
fax is a fortunate city having an unrivalled site, some 

Headlines from Halifax Public Library Archives.
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attractive buildings with considerable historical asso-
ciation and an opportunity... to weld all this into an 
exciting urban community... the city has no planning 
conception and this had led to great wastage of valu-
able land and loss of potentially great amenities and 
economically to the running down of the core” Archi-
tect James A. Roberts of Birmingham

- Many Must Live Near Downtown. “Downtown will 
thrive so long as it offers concentration conven-
ience and accessibility, It must have concentration 
of buildings so that large number of  organizations 
can be close to the  centre of things,  and to each 
other” Manthorpe, London Architect Redevelopment 
Plans Submitted. The Mail Star. (Halifax) 6 Oct. 1961.

Building Boom Hits Halifax Region. The Chronicle 
Herald (Halifax) 16 Apr. 1968: 8.

In 1963 Harbour Drive was proposed and approved. The 

plan was essentially a highway that followed the har-

bour’s coastline and allowed connections to future main 

road improvements on the Halifax peninsula. The plan 

included potential improvements such as a third bridge 

from the south end of the peninsula to Shearwater and a 

bridge across the North West Arm to Bicentennial Drive. 

The project was halted when the Cogswell interchange 

was built and it became alarmingly clear to Halifax resi-

dents that the waterfront area would be drastically modi-

fi ed. In particular the current Historic Properties would 

have been demolished as would the upper class neigh-

borhoods near Point Pleasant Park and the North West 

Arm.  (Remnant of Harbourside Drive, Cogswell Inter-

change, the fi rst fracture)

1970s: Construction Everywhere

“33- Storey Apartment Block Going Up Soon in Hali-
fax.” The Halifax Mail Star, 5 Jun. 1969: 1,8.

“New Apartment Building Puts Cap on Record Year.” 

Headlines from Halifax Public Library Archives.

Headlines from Halifax Public Library Archives.
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The Halifax Mail Star 5 Jan. 1970: 8.

“Fenwick Towers Stalled By Financial Problems.” The 
4th ESTATE. 15 Oct. 1970. 

“Halifax one of Fastest Growing, Exciting Cities.” The 
Chronicle Herald [Halifax] 24 Dec. 1970:12.   

“Apartment Construction Continues at Fast Clip.” The 
Chronicle Herald [Halifax] 12 Jan. 1971: 6.  

“NS Economy Makes Signifi cant Advances.” The 
Chronicle Herald  [Halifax] 19 Jan. 1971:14.

“Fenwick a Death-Trap?.” Dalhousie Gazette [Hali-
fax] 22 Oct. 1971:10. 

“From a possible 20 views, containing appropriate 
elements of water, aesthetic appeal and historical sig-
nifi cance, 9 views were chosen. The nine view planes 
overlap to produce a panoramic effect, though not a 
continuous arc of view”. “IN DOWNTOWN HALIFAX” 
Pacey, Elizabeth 15 Nov. 1973.

Revised Views By-Law drawn up by the City Planning 

Department in June 1973 . Historic Properties Priva-

teers Wharf, restored and redeveloped. Construction of 

Maritime Centre begins February 26th 1976, the plan 

was for 19 storeys, but only 12 are built. (*Halifax sight 

lines, Fenwick Tower; the second fracture.)

1980s: Great heights getting the better of us

“Construction Blues! The only place to go is up.” 16 
Feb. 1983

Housing Slump. Apartments/Condo with vacancies: 
Waterfront Place-Lower Water St., The Jubilee, 
Jubilee Road, Carriage Lane-Young Ave, Renais-
sance South, South and Barrington St. “A city’s ever 
changing face.” The Daily News, (Halifax) 13 Aug. 
1985.

“Alderman Art Flynn called Tuesday for stricter de-
velopment controls to protect residential home  own-
ers in Halifax, saying increased density in residential 
zones “is a real prostitution of the old city”  The Hali-
fax Mail Star. Oct 1987.

Headlines from Halifax Public Library Archives.

Headlines from Halifax Public Library Archives.
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1990s: Cleaning House 

“Growth Plan urged for downtown Halifax” The Daily 
News (Halifax) 12 Mar. 1992.

-“I believe that downtown Halifax is a stagnant econ-
omy, and it has been since the mid 1980s. I believe 
the problems are not recession-based. We have a 
stagnant economy that precedes the recession and 
will out live recovery” Bill Lydon, architect

“The city has invested little in its downtown in recent 
years even though the area accounts for fi fty-two per-
cent of tax revenue” Janice Manders, Halifax Busi-
ness Commission. The Daily News (Halifax) 3 Nov. 
1993.

Halifax’s hurting downtown needs a fi x up, report 
says. The Daily News (Halifax) 6 Feb. 1994.

Rotten at the core- Protesters seek cleanup from city 
hall. The Daily News (Halifax) 7 Apr. 1994. 

“The view from Argyle street, of the wrecked back end 
of the old City Club. Downtown merchants say vacant 
lots like this should be turned into small parks... Can 
you imagine the different impression you would have 
of Barrington Street if the ...plywood barricade were 
removed from the old Birks site and that area fi lled 
in and grassed? Add a few benches and presto, in-
stant transformation.” -Greg Murphy, business owner 
on Sackville Street.  “Downtown Disgrace.” The Daily 
News (Halifax) 15 Jul.1994. 

“Halifax has advantages larger cities can only dream 
of. Whether that potential is fully realized as a city 
depends to a great degree on not letting the auto-
mobile dictate the form of the city.” -Ralph Surette. 
“Cars Drive Up Urban Sprawl” Halifax Chronicle Her-
ald (Halifax) 5 Apr. 1997.

It is evident that the peninsula was beginning to become 

neglected as more places were left abandoned due to in-

decision. Public outcry on the derelict state of the downtown 

motivated changes and awareness of the neglected state. 

People, citizens, were ready for a change, and would not 

tolerate further neglect. (*shifting consumers + neglect, 

fourth fracture)

Headlines from Halifax Public Library Archives.
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2000s: Re-establishing boundaries

“Halifax isn’t anti-development; it’s just that many of 
the projects that have come up to council lately don’t 
live up to current planning rules”. ...She wants to en-
sure that the city avoid eye sores such as the mari-
time centre, which she calls a “terrible mistake” -by 
sticking to the rules.”  Dawn Sloane, Council Mem-
ber- by Stephanie Massinon, 5 Feb. 2007 The Daily 
News (Halifax).

“Halifax is one of the “top several cities in Can-
ada in terms’s of importance of heritage struc-
tures and length of history in the city. It’s who 
we are, it’s in our DNA” Andy Filmore, HRM by 
Design Project Manager February 20-26 2009.

“It’s kind of bizarre that we have this infatuation with 
trying to preserve these buildings that, regardless 
of what we do, will fall down” Ezra Ederstein, Hollis 
Street Resident. 17 Sep. 2009

(The loss and gain of demolishing Heritage buildings in 

Halifax, a third fracture.)

Upcoming Projects of Controversy: Convention Centre 

on Argyle Street, which spans two blocks of land. Condo 

development of former St. Joseph’s Church in North 

end. Projects not realized due to public opposition: 

Twisted Sisters, Tex Park Shops and Condos, Midtown 

Development, and Alexander Keith Brewery Develop-

ment. Noteworthy architectural developments currently 

in progress: Halifax Central Public Library, and the Sea-

port Development (*Vacant lots, a fi fth fracture).

Headlines from Halifax Public Library Archives.
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APPENDIX B: SITES OF INTEREST

The fi rst instance involves the disappearance of Fresh-

water Brook, a body of water which originated at the 

center of the Commons, the proverbial heart of the pen-

insula. This brook travels naturally south into the Hali-

fax Harbour until its integration into a sewer line in late 

1880s, modifi ed by bricks and mortar. In recent years 

the brook has been infi lled in way of infrastructure and 

building. Near Fenwick Street the brook has been made 

impossible to naturally daylight due to its running diag-

onally through residential properties -in one case under 

a building, and its varying depths and fi ll amount on top. 

One particular area at Queen Street is 14 metres under-

ground. Today Griffi n’s Pond, located in  Public Garden, 

is the only remnant of Freshwater Brook exposed. 

The next site, involves the QEII Hospital east parking lot 

and its juxtaposition to Victoria Park.  A plan view clearly 

shows how the bounding lines of the parking lot con-

tinue the east and west boundary lines of Victoria Park, 

and further provides an imprint of it connection to the 

Halifax Commons. Thomas Akins stated in The History 

of Halifax City that the path following Inglis Street, Tow-

er Road, Pyke’s Bride to Spring Garden Road “was a 

fashionable promenade for all classes on Sundays and 

holidays” (Akins 1885). Today the property outline con-

tains traces of what was, and what could be again. Both 

the fi rst and second example are similar in that both are 

paths of historical importance, erased by infrastructure.

Freshwater Brook Sewer Replace-
ment Map. Halifax Water.

View of QEII Hospital with park,  
which would displace parking to 
the underground. Google Earth Im-
ages with overlay. 
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Third, the Harbour Side Drive Proposal of 1963 which 

essentially involved erecting a highway which would fol-

low the peninsula’s  coastline. Harbour Side Drive would 

provide connections to future main road improvements 

on the peninsula such as a third bridge from the south 

end of the peninsula to Shearwater and a bridge across 

the North West Arm to Bicentennial Drive. The project 

was halted when the Cogswell interchange was built and 

it became alarmingly clear to Halifax residents that the 

waterfront area would be drastically modifi ed. In particu-

lar the current Historic Properties would have been de-

molished as would the upper class neighborhoods near 

Point Pleasant Park and the North West Arm. Here a  

path that was motivated by the automobile goes against  

the interest of city residents.

Cogswell Interchange. Google 
Earth image with overlay.
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Grids collision attributed to the rotating grid which organizes the Halifax Peninsula.
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CN Halifax Network, Inland Terminal Report, Marinova 2006

APPENDIX C: CN HALIFAX NETWORK

Figure 7.1: CN Halifax Network (Mile Points)
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APPENDIX D : FUTURE URBAN PATH

Areas that the Urban Park Pathway in the future: First 

the North Edge: Halifax Shopping Centre, Bedford Basin 

entry area,  Seaview Park and McKay Bridge. Second 

the Waterfront: DND, MacDonald Bridge, Cogswell 

Interchange, Seaport Development/NSCAD. 

Halifax Seaport holds the Farmer’s Market, Pier 22, and 

The proximity of Nova Scotia College of Art Design Port 

Campus, The location of the university is an untapped 

resource, which could be invaluable for the display of 

public art within the city or an installation of large scale art 

near the land surrounding grain elevator. In the warmer 

months many tourists arrive via cruise ship, and would 

be met with a unique experience: a showcase unique art 

from the university.  This site becomes more important 

as an entry point to the path for tourists and locals, as 

well as the opportunity to integrate retail elements for 

cafe, bike rentals or cross country skiing in the winter.

Saint Mary’s University and  Point 
Please Park Google Earth Image 
with overlay.

Grain Elevators Google Earth Im-
age with overlay.

Cogswell Interchange. Google 
Earth Image with overlay.

Halifax Peninsula Shared Path 
Strategy. Google Earth Image with 
overlay.
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Point Pleasant Park Grain Elevators Rail Station Cogswell Interchange

Horseshoe Park Camrose Park Dalhousie Univ. Saint Mary’s Univ.

Points along the Shared Path from the Rotary to the Cogswell Interchange.
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Major urban parks Network of parks, bounded by the Urban 
Path Parkway

Park to Path CollisionsPark Linkages
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