








profession will be unable to absorb, ·as architectural 
draughtsmen and architects' assistants, the large number 
of students who will graduate in 1950, 1951, 1952 and the 
following years." Well , the graduates have been absorbed 
anci. still they come. The volume of business remains high, 
but, possibly, the public relations campaign is starting to 
pay off too. It could be that architects are being used to 
a greater degree than heretofore. 

In 1948, the School of Architecture at the University of 
Toronto was established as a separate faculty. The Presi­
dent said, "It is felt that this change is a recognition of the 
dignity and social importance of the profession, and that 
this independent status of the School will do much for the 
future architects." The students at Toronto demonstrated 
their eagerness to further the ideals of the profession by 
undertaking to present a series of lectures by outstanding 
architects. These events, which required a tremendous 
amount of organization and publicity, were carried out 
most successfull y by the students themselves and indicat­
ed to the profession that these future architects had a drive 
that would be of great assistance to the Ontario Associa­
tion later on. 

The OAA continues its close association wi th the Uni­
versity of Toronto through the representative on the 
Senate of the University. All changes in the curriculum 
are noted, and continuous collaboration with the director 
ensures that it is always in tune with the realities of the 
profession. In addition, a senior member of the OAA sits 
as a member of the Architectural Society, the students 
society of the School. 

The Ontario Association of Architects has representa­
tives to the Canadian National Exhibiti on, the Council of 
the Art Gallery of Toronto, the Art Institute of Ontario, 
the Ontario College of Art, the School of Architectural 
Technology of the Ryerson Institute. At the Canadian 
National Exhibition, the OAA representative is chairman 
of the fine arts committee and vice-chairman of the plan­
ning committee. 

The committee to the School of Architectural Technol­
ogy of the Hyerson Institute assists in the formation of the 
curriculum and other problems associated wi th the opera­
tion of the School. On their recommendation the course 
has been lengthened to three years. The success of this 
course is borne out by the increase in enrollm ent and by 
the demand for graduates by the architects. A prize of 
$100.00 is offered by the OAA to the students achieving 
the greatest general proficiency each year. 

A committee on school room planning operates in con­
junction with the Department of Education for Ontario, 
and is preparing suggested room layouts for all speciali zed 
classrooms. Apart from the very valuable information pre­
pared by this committee, as the President said at the 1954 
annual meeting, "The present, most satisfactory relation­
ship which exists between the architects and the Depart­
ment of Education, is, in a large measure, the result of the 
co-operation and assistance given to the provincial govern­
ment by the OAA through this committee." 

The Registration Board has been faced with the prob­
lem of the registration of architects coming to Canada from 
places outside the British Empire. After much study a pro­
gramme has been worked out which assesses the qualifica-
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tions of these men for membership in the OAA. "For ex­
ample, a person who is a graduate in architecture from a 
foreign university, and who has practised architecture be­
fore coming to this country, would be required to spend at 
least two years in the office of a practising Canadian archi­
tect, do one problem in architectural design and one pro­
blem in structural design, write an essay in English, inter­
view the committee of examiners for oral examination, and 
pass examinations in materials and methods of construc­
tion, specifications, architectural design, and professional 
practice. These requirements vary in accordance with the 
evidence which the applicant is able to produce as to his 
capability and suitabilit y as an architect." 

The number of students enroll ed in the Board's course 
of study continues to increase in spite of the fact that the 
Board continuall y points out the difficu lty of becoming re­
gistered by this method. By 1953, there were thirty-five 
students registered for the course, but only five or six were 
making satisfactory progress. The Board felt that, "either 
the students do not have the potential required for the 
successful pursuit of the course, or do not put forth the 
effort required to pursue such a course of self-tuit ion. It 
must be reali zed that the Board is not conducting a course 
of instruction but prescribes a reading course for the writ­
ten examinations in which only the end results are seen. 
I t is also a factor that the apprenticeship system no longer 
exists to the extent that the architect feels an obligation to 
guide the student in his reading and instruct him in design 
and construction." The fee was raised to $25 for enrollment 
and $10 per year for the course. 

1953 was a record year in the number of applications 
considered for membership. Of seventy-six who applied, 
sixty-five were accepted, four rejected and seven were held 
in abeyance. It is interesting to note where these men came 
from. Thirty-three were graduates of the University of 
Toronto, six University of Manitoba, six McGill Univer­
sity, four were members of the Quebec Association, four 
were members of the Manitoba Association, one was a 
Fell ow and eight were Associate members of the RIBA , 
two were from continental Europe who passed special 
examinations of the Board, and one was an applicant of 
such exceptional merit as to commend his application to 
the Board for special consideration. 

Each year brings with it more problems for the Associa­
tion and we £nd the annual assembly of 1954 discussing 
changes to the Workmen's Compensation Act and the 
Mechanics' Lien Act, fees for examination of plans by the 
Factory Inspector's Branch, incorporation of parts of the 
architects services for relief from income tax, and en­
croachments on the profession by the "package deal" 
operators. 

All these things are discussed and acted upon by the 
various committees of the Association throughout the year. 
It is obvious that all this work could not be accomplished 
without excell ent organization and co-operation. The 
President has paid tribute to the members by stating that, 
"I know of few organizations where the members respond 
so readily when asked to contribute their time for the good 
of the membership as a whole." 

"They are the abstracts and brief chronicles of the time." 
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The winning design of rhe Comperirion 
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Lobby and emrance portico 

Entrance portico wirh sculprure by Jean Horne 



Ramp looking up tO entrance lobby 

Exhibition hall looking west 

View from north -we t 
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Looking west from library 
to general office and board room 

Library through glass screen 
from reception desk 

The board room 
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View from nonh-east corner of lounge-dining space 

Bar with exhibition hall beyond 



General v1ew of lounge-dining area 

The dining area of rhe lounge 
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Ontario Association of Architects' New Building 

The Site 
THE 40' x 80' BUILDING is situated in the south-east corner 
of the public park forming the south bank of the ravine­
like Hosedale Park on a lot 59' x 132' approximately, or 
5,888 square feet, formerly occupied by a residence. In the 
north-east corner of this area of the park and only a few 
hundred feet to the west, stands the Studio Building, built 
about 1911, and designed by Eden Smith as a home for 
the now famous Group of Seven painters - one of the 
earliest examples of creative contemporary architecture in 
Canada - and still occupied by artists . 

This park forms a narrow green belt between the north­
ern border of downtown Toronto and the residential area 
of Hosedale. The site is conveniently midway between 
Bloor Street and Hosedale subway stations. Subway pas­
sengers can see this historic group of buildings from the 
open-cut as they pass only one block to the west. 

The Building 
The building is hard against its southern boundary and 

the sidewalk of Park Hoad, having a narrow strip of paved 
and landscaped terrace to the north and west, overlooking 
the park area owned, landscaped and kept in very good 
order by the city. The entrance portico, building name and 
number, occur on the busy Park Hoad side, setting the key­
note for the plan, together with the blank south party wall 
where no windows are permitted. 

At the heart of the plan, the service core of purple brick, 
measuring 10' x 40', rises through both floors and contains 
most of the mechanical services. All other parts of the plan 
take shape around three sides of it and differing views of 
it were deliberately designed to be seen from three sides. 
From the portico, it is seen at the entrance through the 
glass screen; on the north elevation, it forms the rear 
windowed wall of the hole cut back to this core and serves 
the practical purpose of a kitchen exit for terrace dining 
and a dark foil to the white marble pedestal now carrying 
the Cox carving in red granite. On the west elevation, it 
forms the central panel between the glazed exhibition hall 
wall and the blank brick projection of the board room over 
the houseman's window. The diagonal line of the steel fire 
stairs cuts across it adding the element of contrast to this 
design in depth. 

One enters the portico on the east end from Park Hoad 
into a space that is designed primarily to provide a monu­
mental space to be occupied by sculpture, special plant ing 
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bowls and marble and steel benches. 
On entering the internal lobby, the upper floor clearly 

divides itself into two areas on either side of the purple 
brick core. The area on the right contains a library, general 
office, secretary's office and the board room which are, in 
effect, en suite, as these rooms are inter-communicating. 
The board room, only, has a separate entrance from the 
gallery of the ramped two-storey exhibition hall that lies 
to the left of the brick core. The strategic location of these 
rooms and the transparency of the library and entrance 
lobby walls is planned to facilitate supervision from the 
general office and keep its staff to the minimum. The upper 
wall of the exhibition gallery can be seen from Park Hoad 
through the glass screen of the entrance lobby and its full 
height can be seen through a totally glazed west wall -
transparent to and from the park. This element of trans­
parency, or integration of interior and exterior space, con­
tinues as one descends the ramp at the same time enjoying 
a full view over the park through the totally glazed west 
wall . Even the landing of the ramp is cantilevered beyond 
the glass to take a reclining figure such as that suggested 
by the architects in their original competition drawings. 
The logs for use in the fireplace are seen stacked outside 
at this point. 

Hecognizing the acute need for adequate space in To­
ronto for architectural exhibitions, the architects sought to 
meet this need in their design. It is anticipated that this 
new home of the mistress of the arts may well become a 
lively centre also for the affiliated arts of industrial and 
advertising design, town and community planning, paint­
ing and sculpture. Sculpture can be particularly well ac­
commodated in the landscaped setting of the park out­
doors ; the semi-protected terraces and portico, and com­
pletely sheltered in the open indoor spaces. 

This may serve to strengthen the liaison between the 
various associations representing these allied arts and pro­
fitably assure the more frequent use of the building's faci­
lities during the evenings. 

This exhibition zone serves as a dramatized and pro­
cessional means of circulation to the assembly area-cum 
lounge and dining space of the lower ground floor. The 
logical sequence of accommodation and events, begun 
with the location of the reception desk, library and execu­
tive suite, continues at the lower floor level. F rom the foot 
of the ramp, the location of the bar and dining-lounge ac-
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commodation is apparent. Immediately, at the foot of the 
ramp, is waiting space and the cloaks and lavatory accom­
modation for members and guests. The registration desk 
and book are in this same area. The kitchen, bar and serv­
ery are in the purple brick core, the east end of which 
facing the assembly area is an open fireplace with a full 
width hearth. 

The details and the scale of this 8' -6" high space are de­
signed to provide the semi-domestic character of an insti­
tutional club. Every detail of the rooms' furnishings and 
equipment, including Ratware and ashtrays, have been 
either designed, selected or commissioned by the archi­
tects. 

The transparent north wall of the assembly space over­
looking the park, with its low sill line and two sets of 
double doors, is meant to invite members' use of the 
ground-terrace beyond for pleasure in pleasant weather, 
and to relieve congestion on more crowded occasions. 
Should the need arise, it is possible to regard this terrace 
as an extension of the seating accommodation of the as­
sembly hall during special lectures or film shows. 

The houseman's quarters, located between the boiler 
room and the kitchen-servery unit, is designed as a closely 
integrated service unit. Considerations of aspect and 
visual and audio privacy are expressed by the blank walls 
to their quarters facing the members terrace and assembly 
space. Their window wall is to the west. The hinterland of 
the upper and lower passages of the exhibition hall leading 
to the fire exits contain such items as drinking fountains, 
pay telephones, fire extinguishers and access to the various 
service rooms. Likewise, the library has three transparent 
walls serving the functions of visibility and illumination, 
while the blank end wall containing the bookshelves pro­
tects this area from the traffic noise of Park Road. 

The wine cellar, storage and garbage disposal units are 
located under the entrance steps, with separate external 
doors and steps to the street. The problem was to have all 
these things convenient without offending the sensibilities 
of the occupants nor diverting from the expressive nature 
of the plan, space and structure. 

The concept of dual and simultaneous consideration of 
function and form extends to the finishings of the Roors, 
walls and ceilings, including their colour. These were here 
affected by considerations of economy, yet subject to the 
sybaritic sensibilities of the architect-occupants. 

Externally, the materials are painted exposed steel 
columns, beams and window frames, with panels and 
walls of Cooksville's Panel No. 22 buff brick. The ceilings 
and soffits of portico and overhangs are 12 x 12 painted 
asbestos tiles. 

Internally, the buff brick continues brieRy beyond the 
window glazing to establish its integrating character, and 
then is strapped to take the surface material suitable to the 
room. On the south wall of the exhibition hall, this material 
is Armstrong cork painted teal blue-gray. In the executive 
suite, library and cloakroom area, the panels as well as all 
partitions are of matched, Rat-cut French walnut finished 
with a refined linseed oil over a silicon uniforming filler 
stain. 

The central purple brick core, darkened by linseed oil, 
is contrasted with the light coloured and largely trans-
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parent external walls which are in two tones of pure and 
bone white, with hardware in polished nickel. The steel­
work of the ramp is painted bone white to match, while 
the underside is a golden yellow to complement the blue­
gray display wall and the purple brick. 

Concrete Roors cover the public circulation areas and, 
apart from the portico Roor which is covered with 5 x 5 
squares of coconut matting, these Roors are finished with 
terrazzo made of travertine marble chips in a dark putty 
coloured matrix. This beige and walnut theme pervades 
all interior rooms. The interior ceilings are all of Rame 
retardent fibre acoustic tiles in the 12" square size. 

All lettering on cornerstone, name sign at the entrance 
and the registration book is in copperplate gothic type and 
symbolic of the consistency of detail that was sought 
throughout the design. This same consistency occurs in 
the use of the 5'-0" module which was applied to .the struc­
tural grid, the floor pattern, furniture and various mecha­
nical and other details. 

The Module 

The module of 5'-0" was found to be appropriate to the 
ramp width and office furniture, and this dimensional 
rhythm was extended to every significant element of the 
building. In the overall, a related ratio began with the 
5'-0" module of doors and ramps, and extended progres­
sively to the 10'-0" height from Roor to Roor, the 20'-0" 
overall height of the building, its 40'-0" width and its 
80' -0" length. It was further extended to Roor, wall and 
ceiling divisions, the furniture and the divisions in the 
convector casings. It suited the 12" ceiling tiles and 4'-0" 
lighting fixtures . 

The Structure 

The structural design of this building was carried out 
by the structural department of the architects' firm in close 
liaison with its design department, a factor that assured 
the close integration of all design, structural and mechani­
cal considerations to the end desired and achieved. 

The seeming natural slope of the hillside proved decep­
tive and test holes revealed that it was covered with a 
considerable and varying layer of fill. Its depth varied 
from 18'-0" at the east end to 30'-0" in some places. 

In order to support the calculated weight of the build­
ing, a special set of reinforced concrete caissons was used. 
These were located directly under the steel columns of the 
superstructure; were 3'-0" in diameter, with their lower 
ends belled out to from 3'-6" to 5'-6". These caissons were 
then tied together by means of reinforced concrete beams 
supporting the reinforced concrete Roor construction of 
the lower Roor and the exterior walls. All members of this 
superstructure were cast integrally, creating a continuous 
reinforced concrete raft serving as a foundation for the 
superstructure. 

The superstructure consists of a three dimensional steel 
frame with two cantilevered bays at the east and west ends 
of the building. All main structural members are complete­
ly exposed. This imposed sh'ict requirements on the crafts­
manship of the fabricators and the supervision of its erec­
tion. 

The steel, painted bone white throughout, was first 
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sand-blasted in order to obtain the desired surface texture. 
Connections of all structural members were welded and 
ground smooth. This created complete continuity of struc­
ture in space and permitted the structural concept of the 
entire building to be considered as a three dimensional 
continuum. 

The arrangement of structural members was determin­
ed by the various form and function al requirements im­
posed on this structure. Regular and straightforward lay­
out of all structural members, combined with extensive 
use of the principle of continuity, contributed to the eco­
nomics and logic of the structure. Precision and accuracy 
in erection and execution of all structural members were 
extremely important factors , and normal tolerances were 
reduced to an absolute minimum - never exceeding 1\r" · 

To preserve the continuity of space within this building, 
interior partitions have been avoided as much as possible, 
and only where necessary are these carried up to the 
ceiling. This openness reveals the structural clarity of the 
building, with equal emphasis to the architectonic and 
structural form-giving elements. 

A special structural steel ramp was designed to symbo­
lize the main structural form of the building, having all of 
its elements exposed. These include the extruded steel 
handrail, steel string and columns, all welded together, 
and the terrazzo-finished concrete ramp floor slabs with 
non-skid strips of carborundum. 

The roof construction consists of bituminous felt and 
gravel with W' rigid insulation on 'Js" tongue and groove 
sheathing supported on 2 x 12 timber joists at 16" o.c. be­
tween structural steel members. 

Interior floors, other than reinforced concrete finished 
with terrazzo, are of %." plywood supported on 2 x 12 joists 
at 12" o.c. and covered with broadloom or a lino finish of 
gray Jaspe tiles. The portico floor is of 5" reinforced con­
crete poured in situ and covered with the coconut matting 
described elsewhere. 

Each of these elements are separately expressed and 
derive their architectural integrity from their organization 
with those considerations of planning, design, mechanical 
and finish effects as outlined. 

Mechanical 
All the various mechanical services were designed to 

meet the demands of the module, economy and systems 
sympathetic to the character of the design. The extent to 
which these are met is due to the co-operation of the mech­
anical department of the architectural firm and that of­
fered by the several supplying and installing contractors. 

These are perhaps best illustrated in the closely in­
tegrated systems of heating and ventilation. Heat is ob­
tained with a "Volcano" package hot water boiler burner 
unit, oil fired and completely automatic. It is located in 
the west end of the lower part of the purple brick core 
and the 500 gallon oil storage tank is buried at the east 
end of the north terrace, accessible through a manhole 
and fill-box, both finished flush with the adjacent terrace 
level. 

The largely glazed perimeter is heated by means of con­
tinuous fin-type convectors whose arrangement changes 
to suit the architectural details at hand. Where horizontal 
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space is at a premium, the dual p ipes of the system are 
placed one over the other; in locations such as the entrance 
lobby, where the sill height is at a minimum, these same 
convectors are placed side by side, and in each case, cov­
ered by louvred metal covers so constructed that all joints 
are coincident with the 5'-0" grid. This system heats the 
entire building with the exception of that provided by a 
forced flow cabinet unit located under the ramp at the 
lower level, and against the glazed west wall of the exhibi­
tion space. 

In the kitchen, the convectors are built into the cabinets 
with a continuous inlet grille in the toe space, and the out­
let detailed to fit into the window sill over the splashback. 

The building as a whole is divided into four separate 
zones for control purposes and each zone has its own cir­
culating pump and strategically located thermostat. These 
zones consist of (1) the houseman's quarters (2) the lower 
floor assembly hall (3) the offices, board room and library 
on the north side of the upper floor, and ( 4) the exhibition 
hall and lower floor washrooms. 

The ventilation system is even more closely integrated 
with the design of the building and is in turn related to the 
type and design of heating system chosen. Air is forced 
into the building through continuous louvres located un­
der the fixed sash, with bottom hung drop panels manually 
operated from the interior. F ibre glass filters are designed 
to filter the dust and will be fitted immediately behind the 
louvres at some future date. In the winter, exterior air 
must pass over the convector system and become warmed. 

Two 7000 CFM fans located in the p enthouse provide 
the necessary circulation of air which passes through the 
ceiling and wall openings to the fans . A plenum chamber 
for this purpose is provided between the joists, and by 
means of the furred-down ceiling conveniently located in 
the mechanical core area contained by the purple brick 
wall. This enables the lower floor outlets to take the form 
of a grille over the bar. The upper floor outlets occur in 
the ceiling coincident with the louvred grilles to the re­
cessed fluorescent lighting. 

The pattern of the lighting system is designed to follow 
the 5'-0" module and at the same time is varied to provide 
pleasant and effective illumination to the areas they serve. 
In the offices, assembly room and exhibition halls recessed 
fluorescent fixtures with steel louvres finished in baked 
enamel, are fitted with warm white lamps to enhance the 
overall colour effect. 

In the portico ceiling and other external ceilings such as 
the several cantilevered and recessed elements of the de­
sign, 12 x 12 recessed incandescent lamps are spaced in 
the tile pattern to extend the pattern of the interior illu­
mination. From within, reflections of these in the glazed 
walls appear to extend this light pattern in space out over 
Park Road to the east and again out over the park to the 
west. This effect is achieved by the use of the same 12" 
square incandescent fixtures in the ceiling over the exhibi­
tion wall, but which are here fitted with "Holophane" 
lenses to provide directional illumination over the entire 
surface of the display walls. The same fixtures, with 
normal glazing, ate further used in the bar and kitchen 
ceilings, as well as those of the washrooms. The light 
switches of the washrooms are connected to fans providing 
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sanitary exhaust ventilation in these rooins - there being 
four in the building. All washrooms fittings were chosen 
with the same care as elsewhere- from the metal chrome 
finished letters on the doors to the torpedo type towel 
disposal cans within. 

A large electric flat-rate domestic water heater serves 
the entire building, all of the plumbing for which is amply 
sized in copper pipes to ensure an adequate supply and 
pressure. 

In the bar and kitchen, triple compartment stainless 
steel sinks are used to comply with Liquor Control Board 
of Ontario regulations. A general chef combination sink, 
stove and refrigerator unit was installed in the houseman's 
quarters. These stainless steel surfaces are offset by the 
use of solid laminated walnut counters on both sides of 
the bar. This applies equally to the grouping of walnut 
cabinet doors behind the bar with the stainless steel ice 
cream and beverage storage unit. Bright nickel spherical 
knobs are used on all cabinet doors, including the stained 
birch ones in the kitchen. 

In keeping with the design philosophy of saying the 
most with the least, the architects selected one of George 

Furnishings for the Building 

FURNISHING THE BUILDING was the responsibility of a furn­
ishing committee appointed by the Council of the OAA. 
The committee was composed of Mr Gordon S. Adamson, 
Mr A.S. Mathers and Mr John C. Parkin. Furnishing studies 
for the building commenced some ten months prior to the 
opening of the building. Many of the leading manufact­
urers of contemporary furniture both in Europe and in 
America were contacted. In most cases, it was found that 
the Association was permitted to buy from the manufact­
Luers at wholesale prices. However, on the whole, duties 
and shipping costs were found to comprise such a large 
percentage of the total costs, that it became necessary to 
purchase Canadian-made products, except where, for 
various reasons, imported furniture was competitive. 

Perhaps it should be pointed ou t here, that this predilec­
tion toward the use of furniture from other countries was 
in consequence of a fact which the committee very early 
realized, namely, that very little suitable Canadian-made 
furniture was to be found on the market. 

In a world which is endeavouring to become increas­
ingly international, it would have been unfortunate, had 
the committee decided at the outset to be all Canadian 
simply for patriotic reasons. However, as is often the case 
in other things, economics obliged that the committee be 
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Nelson's clocks designed for the Howard Miller Company. 
These are the electrical clocks seen in the general office 
and the assembly area. 

On behalf of the architects, John B. Parkin Associates of 
Toronto, those who made special contributions to the 
building are as follows : John Cresswell Parkin, FRIBA, 
who, in addition to being partner for design, acted as 
liaison with the client; P.T. Mikluchin, P. Eng., associate 
for structural engineering in the firm ; J. E. Mews, P. Eng. , 
associate for mechanical engineering in the firm; Jack B. 
Mar, who was account manager for the project; David 
Gawler, ARIBA, ARAIA, who supervised construction 
for the firm; William Grierson, who made a special con­
tribution in furniture design for the firm; and, George 
Englesmith, ARIBA, who gathered the material for this 
article and arranged for the photographing of the build­
ing. The architects are particularly anxious to' acknow­
ledge the contribution of Mr Jack Brocklehurst, who, as 
job superintendent for the contractors, Gardner-Wighton 
Limited, did so much to facilitate a high standard of work­
manship throughout. 

"Canadian" wherever possible. Since so little was avail­
able, it was necessary to design those items of furnishing 
which, because of their size or for other reasons, were 
found excessively costly to import. The architects for the 
building, therefore, prepared these designs which were 
sent out for tender to various cabinet makers in Toronto 
and Montreal. When these tenders were opened it was 
encouraging to find that virtually every item would cost 
substantially less than its imported equivalent. The largest 
single item of furniture was the board room table, which 
was made locally for a third of the cost of an acceptable, 
but imported, stock item. It is perhaps of interest that the 
old board room furniture which had been used for twenty­
five years, was recently sold by the Association for more 
than the cost of the new furniture which replaced it. It was 
felt that the furnishings of the building should suggest a 
degree of formality consistent with the architecture. At 
the same time, it was realized that some parts of the build­
ing called for a degree of informality and an atmosphere of 
comfort and well-being. On the whole, it was felt that the 
furniture should, for the most part, be supplementary to 
the architecture and contain itself as a background to the 
individuals using the building. At the same time, it would 
have to stand up to the critical inspection of those individ-
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uals who, for the most part, would be architects. 
Part of the problem, then, was how to effect this com­

promise between the formal and the informal. It was 
thought that this compromise could be achieved to a 
degree through the use of colour and texture- especially 
in the fabrics. 

The materials of the building, buff brick, the rich egg­
plant coloured brick, walnut panelling, travertine terrazzo 
floors were the dictating factors with regards to colour to 
be introduced in the furniture, and a considerable effort 
was made in an attempt to unify and relate the furniture 
colours, and textures to these materials of the building it­
self. 

Painted surfaces, steel, doors and other woodwork, etc., 
were painted in two shades of bone white, the same 
colours being repeated in the rugs, curtains and upholster­
ing. Samples of these basic colours were matched by the 
various manufacturers involved, and the colours were used 
either separately or in combination with other colours. 

All custom furniture was constructed either of French 
or Canadian walnut and given an oil finish identical to the 
walnut panelling. Because of the relatively subtle colours 
of the natural materials of the building, it was necessary to 
choose colours for the furniture in the same subtle key. All 
colours were chosen with the view to complement and in 
some instances intensify these materials, depending to 
some extent upon the function of the rooms in which they 
were to be used. In no instance, however, was it thought 
advisable to use a colour which would force the individual 
to be primarily aware of furnishings. It was thought ad­
visable to create an atmosphere with a subtle quality rath­
er than a display of furniture. 

Curtains for the windows were a special problem. In 
order to preserve the uniformity of appearance of the ex­
terior and regularity of the structure, it was necessary 
that all curtains be made of the same material. The pro-
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blem was then to obtain a fabric that, although relatively 
plain, would have sufficient interest when used across the 
front of a building eighty feet long. Many samples were 
woven, and, in the end, a fabric was developed which was 
handwoven of mohair, cotton and natural wool. The weave 
is open enough only to diffuse light, yet dense enough to 
obstruct vision sufficiently at night. 

All fabrics with the exception of the rugs were specially 
designed by Karen Bulow, J. & J. Brook Limited, John B. 
Parkin Associates, and handwoven by Karen Bulow of 
Montreal. The textured oatmeal coloured broadloom car­
pet used in the library was designed by Harding Carpets 
Company Limited and John B. Parkin Associates, and ma­
chine loomed by Harding Carpets Company Limited, 
Brantford, Ontario. The meeting-room carpet, Scotch 
broadloom, was supplied by the T. Eaton Company, To­
ronto. 

Library furniture, designed by Bruno Mathsson, was 
supplied by Shelagh's, Toronto; upholstery by Karen 
Bulow. Office desks, board room tables, benches used 
throughout the building, coffee tables, end tables, chester­
fi elds, upholstered chairs in the lounge, dining tables and 
lectern were made by Leif Jacobsen, cabinet-maker, To­
ronto, and designed by John B. Parkin Associates. The 
board room chairs were designed and manufactured by 
Aka Works, Montreal, and supplied through J.& J. Brook 
Limited, Toronto, and Robert Simpson Company, (Con­
tract Department) Toronto. Copper and porcelain ashtrays 
were designed and made by Lois Etherington, Toronto. 

China, plain white Wedgewood, supplied by Junors 
Limited, Toronto. Stainless steel flatware, "Form" pattern 
(German), supplied by Shelagh's. 

Dining chairs, designed by Soborg Mohler, Denmark, 
and supplied by J. & J. Brook Limited, and Robert Simp­
son Company Limited. 
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NEWS FROM 

At the last meeting of the Executive Committee, the Chairman 
welcomed Mr Harland Steele who returned to the Executive 
Committee as the additional representative from Ontario as 
provided for in an amendment to the present By-Laws. 

The activities of the Royal Institute concerning the Royal 
Commission on Patents, Copyrights and Industrial Designs 
were reviewed by the President. It was decided that a brief 
should not be submitted to the Royal Commission, but that in 
the RAIC's reply certain questions of the questionnaire would 
be answered and the Secretary would keep in touch with the 
hearings of the Royal Commission in case any situation arises 
which may affect the architects. 

The President reviewed the activities of the Royal Institute 
in the Canadian Standards Association and a series of recom­
mendations for increasing the Institute's participation in the 
Canadian Standards Association was approved. 

The Secretary reported the progress which had been made 
in the preparations for the 1955 Annual Assembly at Halifax, 
as a result of a visit which the President and the Secretary had 
made to the Maritimes. Reservations for rooms and salons have 
been made, chairmen of the various working committees have 
been appointed and a tentative program was drawn up and 
approved. 

It was learned with considerable pleasure that the Rt. Hon. 
Vincent Massey had been nominated for Honorary Fellowship 
in the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

The Honorary Treasurer, Mr Kertland, reviewed the financial 
statement, the accounts for payment and the Schedule of In­
vestments of the Royal Institute. 

It was reported that the winner of the Royal Institute 1954 
College of Fellows' Scholarship, Mr C. Ross Anderson, had 
returned to Canada and had commenced his work upon the 
scholarship which was being done in conjunction with his 
Masters Degree at the University of Toronto. 

A proposal was received concerning the appointment of 
wardens for the College of Fellows to direct the activities at 
the Installation Ceremony and Mr John A. Russell was appoint­
ed as warden. 

The President reported the actions which had been taken by 
certain Provincial Associations in pressing for revisions of 
a recently issued draft of Apartment Standards by Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation. The Royal Institute acted 
in an advisory capacity and it was agreed that this draft of the 
Standards was generally satisfactory now. 

It was learned that Sir Arthur Stephenson, the 1954 winner 
of the Royal Gold Medal of the Royal Institute of British Archi­
tects, was coming to Canada and the Executive Committee 
made arrangements for a luncheon in Montreal to be attended 
by members of the Executive Committee and the Past Presi­
dents of the Royal Institute. 

Dates of future meetings were arranged tentatively as fol­
lows: 8 January, 1955, 25-26 February, 1955, and 23 April, 
1955. The 1955 Annual Assembly will be held on 2-4 June, 
1955 and it was agreed that the 25-26 February meeting should 
be a special Council Meeting with one member from each of 
the Provincial Associations in attendance. 

The Secretary reported that nearly all of the photographs 
of the Past Presidents had been obtained and the arrangements 
were being made to frame and hang these in the Executive 
Offices. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Annual Meetings of the Provincial Associations: 

Alberta, Pallister Hotel, Calgary, January 28th to 
29th, 1955. 

Manitoba, Fort Garry Hotel, Winnipeg, February 5th, 
1955. . 

Ontario, Royal York Hotel, Toronto, January 21st to 
22nd, 1955. 

Quebec, Windsor Hotel, Montreal, January 20th to 
22nd, 1955. 

British Architects' Conference, Harrogate, Yorkshire, 
June 8th to 11th, 1955. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE OAA 
January 21st and 22nd, 1955 
The Annual Meeting and 1955 Convention of the Ontario 
Association of Architects will be held on January 21st and 
22nd at the Hoyal York Hotel in Toronto. Already the com­
mittee of arrangements, under the chairmanship of Hobert 
Calvert, is hard at work lining up the program. 

The theme of this year's convention will be one of "look­
ing inward" to see in what ways the architect can better 
serve himself and his community. In line with this general 
theme, there will be speakers dealing with relations be­
tween the individual architect and the public in his own 
community, and the relations· between the architects as 
a group and the public at large. What should be a very 
interesting seminar is being arranged, during which two 
architects, two builders, and two clients will discuss the 
problem of the relationship between these three people 
who are involved in the construction of a building. 

An exhibition of photographs of buildings is being pre­
pared to show the manner in which good photography in 
this specialized field can aid in continually improving de­
sign standards. A large exhibition of building materials 
and products will be open for the duration of the conven­
tion, and all spaces for the exhibition have already been 
taken. It is at this exhibition that architects from all over 
the province are shown the newest and best materials de­
veloped by the building industry. 

A tour has been arranged to show the members how the 
Civic Advisory Committee of the Toronto Chapter of the 
Ontario Association of Architects has helped the city in 
re-designing the street furnishing of Yonge Street. The 
splendid appearance of this completed project is a good 
practical demonstration of the manner in which architects 
can be of assistance to their community, and it is hoped 
that this practical demonstration will be of value to visit- ­
ing architects from other centres in the province. A tour 

455 



has also been arranged of the new headquarters building 
of the Ontario Association of Architects at 50 Park Road. 

The members of the committee on arrangements are as 
follows: George Abram, Stan Butcherd, Stuart Cauley, 
Donald Jackson, Hoss King, Douglas McRae, John Wast­
eneys, John Weir. 

Mrs George Abram and Mrs E. C. S. Cox have arranged 
a program for the ladies which includes supper at the 
OAA headquarters building and a visit to the Crest 
Theatre. 

The main speaker for the convention will be !vir Ed­
mund R. Purves, Executive Director of the American 
Institute of Architects. 

]. Stuart Cauley 

ONTARIO 

It was with considerable interest that I read Mr Gibson's 
letter which was published in the September issue of the 
]oumal. While ir Gibson's remarks are perfectly valid , 
he has, in defining northern Ontario as "a triangular area 
from North Bay to Moosonee to Sault Ste. Marie" con­
signed a considerable portion of the north western part 
of the province into limbo. What are we to do? Ontario 
disowns us and Manitoba, wi th its dom western suspicion 
of anything eastern, won't take us. We orphans will have 
to make out as best we can . 

' "'e in the Lakehead area are beset by the same prob­
lems which face Mr Gibson, i.e., non-resident or non­
architectural services in the design of the larger building 
projects and client ignorance of architectural services. 

There are two possible solutions to these problems, the 
first of which is much touted by some of our local politi­
cians. This is the formation of a separate province in 
northern Ontario to be known as Aurora. From the forma­
tion of this northern paradise would emerge the Aurora 
Architectural Association or, briefly, the "Triple A". The 
Triple A would, of course, welcome their former associates 
from Ontario, including Toronto, as members, providing 
they can meet the frigid standards of this Association. By 
having on the board of examiners only charter members 
of the "Triple A", and by making any candidate who is in­
advertently successful serve a one year apprenticeship 
in White River, the invasion of "outside experts" could, I 
think, be successfully contrail d. · 

This is, however, another solution and a much better 
one since it can be accomplished without rebellion, se­
cession or restrictive practices and can be implemented by 
the architect himself. It can be summed up in two words: 
"Public Relations". 

In speaking of public relations, I am not referring to 
high pressure agen ts or the bally-hoo which these words 
usually bring to mind but rather the architect's position 
in relation to the com munity as a whole. In the smaller 
communities in which the northern Ontario architect us­
ually has his practice, this is very important. By devoting 
some time to this aspect of his practice a local architect 
can place him elf in a position to enlighten the community 
about his profession, and can do much towards dispelling 
the idea that home-grown produce is somewhat inferior 
to imported goods. This is a very powerful weapon and if 
judiciously used it can give a local architect a decided 
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advan tage over non-resident competition. It places him in 
a position which an American general described as "Being 
there fustest with the mostest". 

In the Lakehead there has been a slow but steady im­
provement in the position of architects with reference to 
the community, and parallelling this development there 
has been a notable increase in the proportion of projects 
on which local architectural services have been used. 

This, of course, may be part of a general growth in pres­
tige which architects seem to have enjoyed everyvvhere. 
It is interesting to note that since we topped the Receiver 
General's popularity poll, we have, as a profession, prac­
tically replaced doctors and advertising executiv s and 
heros in Hollywood melodramas. 

A.R. Haywood, Fort William 

PRESENTATION TO MR SYLVESTER SULLIVAN 

A silver salver made by john Tuite in London in 1740. 

October 11th, 1954 
My dear President, 

It is most difficult to find words to express my pleasure 
at the kindly thought of the Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada in sending me, by Mr Schofield Morris , such a 
beautiful and lovely gift. I was so completely taken aback 
that I was unable to express to him adequately my sincere 
deep thanks to him and to you all. Your kindn ss and 
your gift will remain a pleasure to me (and my daughter) 
for the rest of my life. My little services have been far 
outreached by the kindness of you all - amongst whom 
I have made a number of friends. 

'A thing of beauty is a joy forever'. That is only true 
so far as it goes- for it can be exceeded and surpassed 
by kindness, as you have made me realize. 

i\tlost sincerely, 
L. Sylvester Sull-ivan 

October 19th, 1954 
My dear Mr Sullivan, 

Mr ![orris wrote to me from London last month to let 
me know that he had seen you, and had been able to pre-
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sent to you, on behalf of the Council of the R A I C, a 
small token of our gratitude to you for representing us 
on the Council of the RIB A for so many years, and for 
your continued interest in our affairs during the entire 
time of your service. 

Your letter of October 11th advising us of Mr Morris' 
visit will be read at the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee and will, I assure you, be received with great 
pleasure. Mr Morris will be present and will be able to 
tell us about you. 

I am sure that I am acting for all of your friends on this 
side, and for the members of the Council whom you have 
not met, when I express to you the good wishes of all of 
us for your good health and happiness. 

Yours sincerely, 
A.]. C. Paine, President 

L. Sylvester Sullivan, Esq. , FRIBA, Hon. FRAIC, 
14 Gray's Inn Square, London, W.C.l. 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
November lOth, 1954 

Dear Mr Chancellor, 
The Secretary of the Institute has told the Executive 

Committee of the splendid reaction of the Fellows, over 
age sixty-five, to the appeal for the continuation of the 
payment of annual dues upon a voluntary basis. 

The generous response of the Fellows to this appeal 
will be of great h elp to the revenues of the College and we 
are all very pleased about this result. Already thirty-nine 
of the fifty-one Fellows, over age sixty-five, have stated 
their intention to continue to pay annual dues. 

We will express our thanks to the Fellows for their gen­
erosity through the columns of the ]oU1·nal. 

Yours very truly, 
A . ]. C. Paine, President 

Forsey Page, Esq., 
Chancellor of the College of Fellows 

OUTLINE OF THE JOURNAL COMMITTEE AND TERMS OF 
REFERENCE FOR THE EDITORIAL BOARD 
The purpose of this outline which precedes the publication of 
the Terms of Reference for the Editorial Board is to give the 
readers of the Journal some information about the history of 
the recently formed Journal Committee, which has brought 
about these Terms of Reference. 

After considerable study of the various aspects of the affairs 
of the Journal of the R A I C as affecting the R A I C as a whole, 
the Executive Committee decided to set up a joint Committee 
of the R A I C and the Editorial Board under the Chairmanship 
of F. Bruce Brown (F) to make recommendations. This Com­
mittee began an intensive study of the Minutes for the last 
ten years of the Executive Committee and the Editorial Board, 
the annual reports of the Editorial Board, financial statements, 
agreements and miscellaneous data. After this study the Com­
mittee presented a series of recommendations to Council. 

These recommendations were (1) that the By-Laws be 
amended to include a more definite statement of policy (2) that 
a Journal Committee be added to the list of Standing Com­
mittees and (3) that a directive be adopted to describe in de­
tail the organization, appointment and duties of the Editorial 
Board. Thus the Journal Committee was created, provisions 
were made for By-Law changes and the Committee's directive 
known as the Terms of Reference for the Editorial Board was 
adopted. 

The Journal Committee presently consists of F. Bruce Brown 
(F), Chairman; A. J. C. Paine (F), President of the RAIC; E. C. 
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Morgan , Chairman of the Editorial Board; R. S. Morris (F), 
Executive Committee representative; and Forsey Page (F), 
Chancellor of the College of Fellows. 

The Executive Committee feels that this Journal Committee 
as established, while subh·acting nothing from the Editorial 
responsibilities of the Board, will give a great strength to both 
the Board and the Executive Committee in dealing with the 
broader aspects of business, financial and policy matters from 
the background of Journal experience and RAIC Council 
responsibility. 

Terms of Reference for the Editorial Board 

Article I- Composition 
Composition of the Editorial Board and Provincial Repre­

sentatives to the Board shall be as follows: 
a) The Editorial Board shall consist of twenty or more mem­

bers of whom two shall be members of the RAIC Executive 
Committee. There shall be twelve members from Toronto 
and one from each of the following eight provinces: New­
foundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, Manito­
ba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. The Board 
is empowered to pay the expenses of the Quebec member 
to enable him to attend alternate meetings of the Board in 
Toronto. Additional members may be appointed from other 
centres if through special interest they are willing to attend 
the regular Board meetings. 

b) The Provincial Representatives to the Board, at least forty­
six in number, shall be as follows: Newfoundland 1, Nova 
Scotia 4, New Brunswick 3, Quebec 10, Manitoba 4, Sas­
katchewan 4, Alberta 4, and British Columbia 6. A change 
in the number of representatives from any province may be 
authorized at the discretion of the Council. 

Article II - Appointment of the Board 
a) At least thirty days prior to the Annual Assembly, each year, 

the Council shall appoint the Chairman for the ensuing year, 
after consultation with the retiring Chairman. 

The balance of the Editorial Board members shall be 
appointed each year along with members of other Standing 
Committees, after consultation with the Chairman for that 
year. 

The Council shall notify each Board member of his ap­
pointment and shall acknowledge in writing the services of 
each retiring member. The Council shall also notify the 
Chairman and Secretary of all appointments to the Board. 

b) The Provincial Representatives to the Board shall be ap­
pointed along with the members of other Standing Com­
mittees each year. Recommendations for this office to take 
effect after the Annual Assembly shall be requested by the 
Council from each Provincial Association immediately fol­
lowing its Annual Meeting. The Council shall notify each 
representative of his appointment and shall acknowledge 
in writing the services of each retiring member. The Council 
shall also notify the Chairman and Secretary of all appoint­
ments to the Board. 

Article III - Organization of the Board and Staff 
a) The Board shall have the following officers: 

A Chairman and a Chairman for each group of Provincial 
Representatives. 

b) The appointed staff shall consist of: 
The Editor, Publisher and Editorial Board Secretary. 

Article IV - Appointment of the Board's Officers and Staff 
a) The Chairman of each group of Provincial Representatives 

shall be appointed annually by the Council after consulta­
tion with the Chairman of the Editorial Board. 

b) The Staff shall be appointed by the Council on the recom­
mendation of the Journal Committee. 

c) When deemed advisable the staff may be augmented to in­
clude such appointments as: An Assistant Editor, A French 
Speaking Associate Editor, a bilingual Secretary and a Re­
porter. 
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rticle V- Duties of Officer and taff 
a) The Chairman shall preside at Board meetings and may call 

special meetings when deemed advisable. 
Each February the Chairman shall be responsible for the 

preparation of the Annual Report of the Editorial Board. 
This report shall be submitted to the Board for its approval 
and suggestions before being sent to the Council. 

The Chairman during the calendar year prior to the An­
nual Assembly shall preside at the Annual Meeting to report 
on his year's work, and, in case of retirement, shall intro­
duce the new Chairman. The travelling expenses of the pre­
siding Chairman, and, in the case of his retirement, of the 
Chairman elect also, sha ll be paid by the RAIC on the 
same basis as Provincial Delegates, Article XXIII, of the 
By-Laws. 

b) Chairman of Representatives in each Province shall receive 
minutes of all Board meetings and shall serve as a link be­
tween their Hepresentatives and the Board. They shall also 
stimulate as much activity as possible among their com­
mittees to assist in keeping a Bow to the Board of the best 
possible material. 

c) The Editor shall be ex-officio a member of the Board, shall 
attend all Board meetings and, if a member of the Institute, 
sha ll have the right to vote . His duties shall be those gener­
ally undertaken by an Editor and as more specifically de­
scribed in his agreement with Council. 

d) The Publish er shall attend all Board meetings but shall not 
vote. He is charged with the responsibility for the printing 
and distribution of the Journal , procurement of advertising, 
and all functions more specifically described in his agreP­
ment with Council. 

e) The Secretary of th e Board shall keep a record of the minutes 
of all meetings of the Board and shall be responsible for all 
the Board's correspondence. Copies of the minutes shall be 
sent to all Board members, all Journal Committee members, 
the Publisher, the Honorary Secretary and Secretary of the 
R A I , and to the Chairman of each Provincial group of 
Representatives within ten days of each meeting. 

rticle I - Procedure 
a) Meetings of the Board shall be held monthly, with the pos­

sible exception of July and August, at such time and place 
as shall be mutually agreed upon with Council. Four mem­
bers exclusive of the Editor shall constitute a quorum. 

b) The Annual Meeting shall be held at the time and place of 
the Annual Assembly of the R A I C. To afford the widest 
possible exchange of views it is desirable that all Board 
members and all Provincial Hepresentatives shall attend. 
All members of the HAIC shall be welcomed to the Annual 
Meeting and be encouraged to take part, however, only 
Board members and Provincial Hepresentatives shall be en­
titled to vote. 

c) Submissions to the Board, whether articles or photographs, 
shall be promptly acknowledged by the Board's Secretary. 
Decis ions as to use or otherwise shall be mailed to the sender 
as soon as reasonably possible. In the case of photographs, 
whether accepted or rejected, they shall be retmned in good 
condition as qu ickly as possible. 

d) News of RA IC activities shall be published regularly. It 
shall be the responsibili ty of the Secretary of the Council to 
submit monthly all such items to the Editor. 

e) Policy Record - When an important question affecting the 
Policy of the Board has been debated and decided, the Sec­
retary shall make two copies of such decision in addition to 
the minutes. One copy shall be kept by the Secretary in a 
special "Policy" fil e and one copy by the hairman in a 
similar file to be passed on to the succeeding Chairman. 
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE 
Raymond Card came to Canada after being articled to a 
firm of architects in Birmingham. He was a contestant in 
the 1913 competition for proposed Government Buildings 
in Ottawa. Overseas with the First Canadian Contingent 
in 1914, he served five years in France, India and .Mesopo­
tania. He studied engineering at University College, Lon­
don, and civics and town planning at Toronto University. 
A member of several housing committees he gave up pri­
vate practice to become Regional Director of the HA. 
Later he became Loans Manager and Regional Architect 
to the Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 

A past president of the Toronto Chapter of the Canadian 
Authors Association, the Society of Residential Appraisers 
and the Canadian Drama League, he was for several years 
on the ed itorial board of the Journal of the H.AIC. A 
chartered structural engineer (U.K. ), a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Arts, he is the author of many articles on a rchi ­
tectural matt rs. 

John Stuar t Cauley was born in Cobourg, Ontario, and 
received his early education there and in Peterborough. 
After service as a navigator in the R.C.A.F. , he attended 
the University of Toronto, graduating in 1950 with the de­
gree of Bachelor of Architecture. After two years in th 
office of Burwell R. Coon, he joined Hobert A. Servos to 
form the firm of Servos and Cauley Architects, in Toronto. 
1n the past two years the Rrm has engaged in general 
practice and their work has included schools, institutions, 
churches, and church build ings in many parts of the prov­
ince. 
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VIEWPOINT 
It has been said that most school buildings of today in Canada 
are remm-kably similar in design and are lacking in imaginative 
handling by the architect. Do you agree? 

I would agree that there is a remarkable similarity of design to 
the school building solution, but that it is one of regional simil­
arity rather than national similarity. Similarity within a region 
may be due to several causes; first , the provincial government 
education department's regulations tend to set standards of 
space, material and budget. 

The second is the result of school boards of the archi­
tectural bureaus, in larger cities, using repetitive stock plans 
and through finding it unnecessary to keep looking for new 
ideas . Reticence on the part of the educators to think in terms 
other than terms of what they have been used to, is the third 
point, resulting in repeated classroom layouts and standard 
units of similar design. 

The architect, too, is not free of the blame in "unimaginative 
handling of design solutions for school building". He is reluc­
tant to take time, and renew effort to improve the workable and 
accepted techniques of his past work. The results of experimen­
tation on, or the departure from, the proven design, may result 
in an unsuccessful building, jeopardizing his status as a school 
architect. In our office we have criticized ourselves in this re­
gard and are attempting to try newer plan techniques, being 
very careful to check our budget costs against those of the 
standard proven design. We hope to find in this departure from 
our accepted plan forms and classroom layouts a new and 
more flexible type of classroom plan resulting in a new and 
different school solution. 

We are influenced by the work shown in our progressive 
magazines, the majority coming from the United States where 
different sets of requirements, cost, and teaching techniques 
along with warmer climates lend themselves to a more open 
and imaginative type of building. 

This American influence, as portrayed in the professional 
publications, shows perhaps a greater variety of imaginative 
design, clue to the fact that they are a relatively few good ex­
amples drawn from a much larger number of professionals. We, 
in Canada, with a much smaller working group of architects 
have a proportionately fewer "visionaries" from whom most of 
the design innovations must come. Therefore, the best that we 
can hope for is a sound average school design, with the really 
outstanding examples few and far between. 

Dennis H . Carte1·, Winnipeg 

I must agree that school buildings of today in Canada, with 
very few exceptions, are remarkably similar in design and 
some of them lack imaginative handling by the architect. 

There were great changes in the planning of schools imme­
diately after the war and some interesting and good results, 
along with some very bad results were produced. In the last 
three or four years, there has not been so much evidence of 
change, and this would indicate that either a good type of de­
sign has been developed or that the architects have become 
lethargic. There is plenty of opportunity for change in school 
design, and although there is no reason why a school building 
should not look like a school, there is every reason that our con­
ception of a school should change and keep pace with the ever 
changing education methods and requirements. 

The main reason why governments or bureaus should not set 
up files of stock school plans of all sizes is that every school, be­
fore it is completed, is obsolete, and should never be repeated. 
If this were not the case then there would be no progress and 
life would be dull indeed. 

Burwell R. Coon, Toronto 

The majority of school buildings across Canada are similar in 
appearance and must be so since they serve similar needs. The 
differences will be due to the physical conditions, the climate, 
local materials and labour conditions, the type of community 
and other local factors, and they determine the success of the 
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individual architect's contribution. Repeated use of standard 
plans often results in buildings which lack imagination. If archi­
tects themselves repeat their designs without alteration to fit 
specific needs, they are not providing the service of which they 
are capable. On the other hand , one should not make a fetish of 
originality but should use the research of those who have the 
time and money to do it, by applying it to a given situation, and 
in so doing should produce a good and perhaps imaginative 
design - depending on the architect's ability. More of our 
schools would qualify as imaginative if we considered success­
ful utilization of inadequate budgets. 

My plea is for greater charm and warmth , and for a scale 
appropriate to a building used by children, especially elemen­
tary schools, and this can often be achieved without increase 
in cost. Also for greater attention to be paid the facilities for 
common activities- free play, relaxation and organized games. 

Rolf Duschenes, Saint ] olm 

Do I agree? Yes and no! At the grave risk of elimination from 
succeeding causeries, may it be suggested that future, theses be 
of the one-headed variety. 

There is similarity in design and there is imaginative hand­
ling by the architect. The question suggests incompat'bility of 
these qualities, that imaginative handling must necessarily pro­
duce something differing greatly from the norm. It is nearer the 
truth to say that imaginative handling coupled with a sense of 
the practical, has itself resulted in that similarity in design 
which the thesis suggests is de trop. 

Remarkable similarity in design is not unknown in other 
forms of production where there is little scope for diversity in 
the assemblage of the elements . As an effect of this restraint, 
we cite the human race, and do not find it dull. 

Of all modern building types, school buildings stand apart 
in their honesty of architectural expression. Their purpose is 
unmistakable. They are similar, but we do not find them dull. 

The amazing fact is that despite standards imposed by 
authority and construction technique, architects are turning out 
school buildings with that touch of imaginative handling which 
transmutes the inert into a thing of life and spirit. 

A. ]. Hazelgrove, Ottawa 

Architecture is once again expressing contemporary civilization 
so that we no longer resort to photographs and measured draw­
ings to find a "top coat" for our buildings. We can on longer be 
criticized for sacrificing the functional aspects of a project to 
suit a Gothic or Colonial exterior and so architects should be 
complimented for the straightforward solution of school build­
ings, all of which have a similar look just as did the buildings of 
the great Georgian period. The credit for this achievement 
must, however, be shared with the tradesmen of our day who 
have forced costs so high that the school designer must keep his 
building to the bare essentials, constructed with the cheapest 
materials. As truth in architecture has resulted surely we have 
achieved something! 

A. Leslie Pet'l'lj , Montreal 

An architect is the only professional who receives intensive 
training in the art and science of planning. That professional 
educationalists are in the habit of developing rigid solutions for 
the planning of school departments and forcing their adoption 
is an indication that perhaps we are not taking the initiative 
with regard to the problems inherent in designing for educa­
tion. We cannot say we are doing our best if we merely solve 
jig-saw puzzles made up of preconceived parts. 

The aim of this field seems to be to produce cheaper schools 
rather than better, to design to the minimum requirements of 
health , sanitary and public safety requirements. It is axiomatic 
that the lowest common denominator brings with it lack of 
imagination and uniformity of design. 

If the future generation is to have a well rounded education 
it must be exposed to other than purely material considerations . 

If minimal standards are sufficient- what need of architects? 
Peter M. Thomton , Vancouver 
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