





OPINION

Une réponse a M. Bickford:
conservatisme
néo-rénovateur

J'ai été surpris de voir la méfiance
d'un confrére de la Colombie
Britanique (A/C 17/1/72) vis a
vis I'approche que nous avions
imaginée pour attirer nos membres
au récent congres de I'AAPQ —le
truc de la paranoia.

La liste de suggestions de
M. R. J. Bickford, de Vancouver,
semble, malgré les implications de
son contenu, donner dans une
forme de conservatisme néo-
rénovateur. En effet tous les conseils
énumeérés s'imposent avec une telle
évidence que nous avons jugé
inutile de nous y arréter; nous les
avons simplement et le plus naturel-
lement du monde mis en applica-
tion dans |'aspect fonctionnel de la
préparation de notre congrés.

Ce sur quoi nous avons essayé
d’insister, c’est précisément ce que
M. Bickford laisse en second plan:
I'esprit a@ donner a tout ce schéma.
Par exemple, les frais d'inscription
de $10 (et de $5 pour les étudiants)
permettaient a tout participant de
prendre part a toutes les activités —
i.e. pas de selected functions. Quant
a cet air d'informalité qui est sug-
géré, nous nous y étions attachés
comme a |'une des conditions
essentielles pour qu'il y ait un con-
grés cette année.

Je n'ai a date aucun chiffre,
aucune donnée objective pour
mesurer le résultat atteint, mais
étant I'un des organisateurs du Con-
grés ‘72, je considere subjective-
ment que le succes remporté a dé-
passé nos espoirs les plus optimistes
et cela en dépit d’'une tempéte de
neige qui a pratiquement paralysé
Montréal pendant exactement les
deux jours ol se sont déroulé
nos assises.

Je persiste a croire, sur I'appui de
cette expérience réussie, qu'il est
plus important de penser a la vie
avant de penser a la structure
externe et que de désorganiser une
organisation (le mot du président
de I'IRAC) peut tout aussi bien
donner des résultats quand c’est
sur une conviction profonde de
vitalité que cela se fonde.

Laurentin Lévesque,
Montréal

Architectural awards and
user evaluation

A/C, 3/6/72 carried a proposal
from Mr. Besim Hakim of Halifax
that architectural awards, particu-
larly to buildings that have been
erected, should be made in part on
the basis of assessment by the
users of such buildings.

| am in complete agreement with

| this idea and I think it would be

|

valuable for the RAIC to develop
what he suggests would be “evalu-

ation forms” for this purpose.
While the procedure he suggests
seems somewhat involved, | think
the principle is sound — something
that we have needed to do for quite
along time. Some architects try to
assess the success of their works in
the eyes of the people who use
them. But this is not always possible,
nor does an architect always have
an opportunity to do it. However,
incorporating this idea into the
process for recognizing good archi-
tecture would enhance the value
of the decision in the eyes of people
generally who have to use the
architect’s products.
Eric W. Thrift, Professor, School
of Urban and Regional Planning,
Queen's University, Kingston, Ont.

CITIES

Two new urban projects
for Vancouver

Canadians are going to get a chance
to tell their policymakers what kind
of city they want to live in if all goes
well with two research projects
announced last month by Urban
Affairs Minister Ron Basford.
Thefirstis a $67,000 contract with
the University of British Columbia,
for graduate students with Ministry
staff, to survey persons of all income
levels, neighborhoods and language
origins in Greater Vancouver about
the services, amenities and environ-
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Our steel partition
systems will never
become obsolete.

Our demountable partition systems last and last.
First of all, because they're of durable steel
construction. Secondly, because each system is
interchangeable with the others. We make 7
separate styles, all with completely inter-
changeable components. This gives you flexibility
plus, with cach system being non-progressive.
For more information,
please write or call

for our free brochure

Operable Walls, Landscape Partitions, Column Covers, Study Carrels, Portable Ottices

ment they want now and in the
future. Basford says the Greater
Vancouver survey will be a pilot
project for a similar series of studies
across the country.

The second project is a $75,000
contract with the provincial and
local governments, the Ford Found-
ation and UBC, to help build a
computer model of Greater Van-
couver (called the Inter-Institutional
Policy Simulator (IIPS) ), designed
to absorb every sort of data about
population, transportation, pollution,
land use, recreation, economics, etc.
The model will cost $1.3.

In response to questions from
citizens and decision-makers, the
IIPS will return answers, on easy-
to-read charts and maps, about the
likely consequences of specific pol-
icies. Basford says the IIPS scheme
will also provide experience for
similar projects in other major Cana-
dian centres.

Papers for conference sought

The Environmental Design Research
Association (EDRA) is soliciting
papers to be presented at its fourth
annual conference in Blacksburg,
Virginia, next April 1.

Topics should address the follow-
ing problem areas: research and
design practice in the social and
political context; theory of man-
environment relations; the value of
instrument and measures in environ-
mental analysis; design languages,
methods and systems; utility and
prospects of computer-aided design ;
and, recent advances in systems
building and urban development.

Eight copies of a one-page ab-
stract should be submitted by May 1,
1972 to Wolfgang F. E. Preiser,
Conference Chairman, VirginiaPoly-
technic Institute and State Univer-
sity, Blacksburg, Virginia 24061.

COMPETITIONS
Building complex for Tanzania

Results have been announced for
the international competition for
headquarters for the Tanzanian Afri-
can National Union, parliament
buildings and a cultural centre in
Dar Es Salaam.

Top prize in the competition, en-
tered by 137 registered architects
around the world, including ten
from Canada, was won by Japanese
architect Kisho N. Kurokawa. Run-
ners up were two other groups from
Japan, a Tanzanian architect, Rich-
ard Meyer of Philadelphia, and
Andrew and Maria Zdzienicki of
Forest Hills, New York.

Residential lighting

Interested in designing residential
lighting ?

That's the theme of this year's
Tokyo International Lighting Design
Competition. Jurors will be looking
for lighting that, in addition to being
functional and providing good illu-
mination, creates a mood when
turned off as well as on. Considera-
tion will also be given to material
selection, technical aspects of de-
sign and the ease with which
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Structural Enclosure
 System. Walls.

With loadbearing masonry,

structural system and enclosure
walls are one and the same.

Thin, straight brick or
concrete block walls.

They work together with
floor and roof systems to create
a strong strtictural shell for
both high and low buildings.
And they provide low
maintenance, high efficiency
enclosure walls and interior
partitions.

So you save time. And
money. And materials.

For example, you can
begin finish work on one floor
while masons erect the one
above it. You have excellent
sound control and fireproofing.
And you can offer the inimitable
beauty of exposed interior
masonry walls. All at no
additional cost.

The savings don’t end
with construction.

You'll spend less on
maintenance, because masonry
doesn’t warp, dent, bend,
buckle or rot. And it never
needs painting.

So there you have it. A lot
of birds. One stone.

Loadbearing masonry.

/M The International Masonry Institute
i | Suite 1001, 823 15th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. 202-783-3908
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If it's inches
you're after...
we'll give them
to you.

When the walls start to close in,
or you want to add people, a
new department, or just want
larger offices . . . when the need
arises, that’s when it's nice to
know the walls are Decora. The
infinitely movable partition. The
system that has a truly inte-
grated levelling device and in-

finite post system. It comes in
various designer colours, with
or without doors, and windows,

it'svery light and ithasexcellent
acoustical properties.

So if you've got an itch to
add inches, or rearrange the

office, plan a new building, or
just renovate an old one, you
shouldknow moreaboutDecora
...write or call us and we'll
give you all the details. Donn
Products (Canada) Limited, 735

Fourth Line, Oakville, Ontari

Tel. 416/845-3883.

DONN

Donn Products (Canada) Limited

fixtures can be produced.

Initial proposals should be sent
by June 30 to Yamagiwa Electric
Co. Ltd., 4-1-1, Soto-Kanda, Chi-
yoda Ward, Tokyo 101, Japan.

Unit masonry awards

A jury has been named for Design
Canada’s Unit Masonry Awards
Program: architects Ray Affleck,
Montreal; Ojars Biskaps, Halifax;
Michael G. Gibson, Toronto; Gus-
tavo Da Roza, Winnipeg, and William
G. Leithead, Vancouver.

To qualify as entries, buildings
must be constructed essentially of
unit masonry of Canadian manufac-
ture and designed by architects
registered in Canada. The program
is sponsored by the National Design
Council and the Department of In-
dustry, Trade and Commerce. Regis-
tration closed March 22. Deadline
for preliminary designs is May 1.

MISCELLANY

...inthe best style of pop architects
who believe a building should be its
own sign, the New York firm of
James R. Doman and Associates has
painted a real blueprint on the front
of its building. On taking possession,
Doman removed two bay windows,
sealed two door openings and raised
the floor. All this is indicated on the
blueprint as are stenciled instruc-
tions, “Br’kn branch I'dr to be rep’d
by owner.” The landlord took the
hint and fixed the broken leader.

. . . the unpredictable international
group of artists, designers and archi-
tects Haus-Rucker Co. (famed for
model cities made of cake, etc.) are
at it again. Their latest structure is a
42-ft.-long pneumatic finger for the
front of Germany’s Nuremburg Air-
port. It serves as a signpost directing
visitors to the centre of the city.
“Wegweiser’” is only the first in a
series of projects in Haus-Rucker's
urban landscaping program. Soon
to come is “Big Piano”, a musical
sculpture consisting of a 90-step
staircase. Each stair when stepped
on will produce a musical sound. A
maximum of 50 people will be able
to play together. The whole thing
will be topped off by a cloud to give
the impression the work of art goes
up past its 70 ft. to infinity.

CLASSIFIED
Practice note

Architect Robert A. Warren has
opened a new office, Warren & Asso-
ciates, at 91 Brazil St., St. John’s,
Newfoundland. (709) 722-8100.

Save Architecture Canada

Are your copies of Architecture
Canada Newsmagazine getting
borrowed, misplaced, lost? This
needn’t happen. Order a handsome
purple binder (with white lettering)
to put up to a year's issues in safe-
keeping. We're providing them at
cost, $3 plus postage. Write
Architecture Canada, 56 Esplanade
St. E., Toronto 1.

Architecture Canada




MASTER BUILDERS
offers a complete line of
non-shrink grouts and mortars,
numbered for your convenience.

Our new product numbering
system is designed to make it
easy for you to identify, specify
and order the Master Builders
non-shrink grout or mortar
formulated to meet your specific
requirements. These are just four
examples of our wide range. The
important thing to remember is
not the numbers themselves but
the fact that Master Builders has
the right formulation for you.
Rely on your Master Builders
fieldman to help you select it.

Call the number nearest you.
General office and factory, Tor-
onto (416 241-8521). Branch
offices: Vancouver (604 985-
8268), Calgary (403 269-2898),
Edmonton (403 452-1962),
Saskatoon (306 242-8316), Win-
nipeg (204 775-2306), London
(519 438-5631), Ottawa (613
235-5618), Montreal (514 737-
6537), Moncton (506 389-2074).

The Master Builders

Company, Limited. MC-7208E

i
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architect-town planner.

Public Service

ARCHITECT
TOWN PLANNER

Salary to $20,000

Regional Economic Expansion
Ottawa

The Department of Regional Economic Expansion is en-
gaged in development programs of diverse nature in all
areas of Canada. An immediate vacancy exists for an

The successful candidate will provide a broad range of
technical advice and guidance to operating divisions and
departmental field offices during the implementation of
departmental plans relating to new construction and town
planning; will assist in the department’s plan formulation
process and participate in development programs at inter-
governmental levels where matters concerning the broad
aspects of physical planning are concerned.

Qualifications for this position include university gradu-
ation in a course of recognized standing in architecture
followed by some post-graduate experience in town and
land-use planning, together with comprehensive experi-
ence in architecture and building construction dealing with
one or more levels of government.

Fonction publique
Canada

Interested candidates are invited to apply in confidence
with curriculum vitae by April 21, 1972, to:

APPLIED SCIENCES PROGRAM,

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF CANADA,

TOWER “A”, PLACE DE VILLE,

OTTAWA, ONTARIO, K1A OM?7.

spondence.

Please quote reference number 72-230-10 on all corre-

April 17,1972

Tallest

to smallest,
every project
IS that much

Pilkington
Total
Service

PILKINGTON CONTRACT DIVISION

PILKINGTON GLASS LIMITED. 101 RICHMOND STREET WEST, TORONTO 1
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MOVABLE PARTITION

photos courtesy of
Armstrong & Taylor Ltd./Toronto

Distributorships have been appointed
in some areas, however there are
distributorships still available.

For turther information, write or phone:

RAM PARTITIONS LTD.

SYSTEM RAM

Ram 500 is a completely new concept
in prefinished movable partitions. The
most outstanding feature is the elimina-
tion of unsightly repetitive battens. The
%" thick gypsum panels are prefinish-
ed in hard wearing vinyl wall coverings
to any one of 8 standard colors. Wood-
grain or custom finishes are available
on request. Panels are available in ceil-
ing heights of up to 12’-0”, and in
standard 2'-6” width.

Fastenings

Factory applied hook strips on the gyp-
sum panels engage in slotted hook studs.
No other fastenings are required.

Flexibility
The system allows for complete flexibility
of use. Individual panels may be removed

and replaced at any time, to suit chang-
ing requirements.

Services

Most services can be accommodated
within the thickness of the partition,
either during construction or at a later
date by removal of one or two panels.
Thus the precise location of services is
not essential at the time of construction.
Removal of panels for added services is
extremely easy.

Re-usability
The nature of the construction system,

and the durability of the panel finish
allow a high degree of re-use.

Sound Control

Excellent sound transmission control is
obtainable with insulation batts installed
in the wall cavity. S.T.C. ratings of 37, 40,
45 and 51 are available. (Full scale
14’-0” x 9’-0” A.S.T.M. Tests).

Fire Rating
A one hour fire rating is readily available.

Speed of Construction

The simplicity of the system allows con-
struction time to be accelerated, which
in turn means earlier occupancy of new
or re-modelled interiors.

Economy

The low initial installation costs com-
bined with virtually maintenance free
finishes provide a truly economical par-
tition system.

Availability

Ram 500 is manufactured by RAM Parti-
tions Limited, at Brampton, Ontario, and
is made available through a network of

distributors, dealers and applicators
across Canada.

P % rerbe: of the indal Ganada Group |

152 KENNEDY RD. S./BRAMPTON, ONT./TEL: 677-9636
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