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Our Annual Meeting 

I N the August number of the BULLETIN the members of the Medical So­
ciety of Nova Scotia had their attention directed to the postponed 

Annual Meeting of the Society and the Eighth Annual Refresher 
Course of Dalhousie Medical College together with its 60th Anni­
versary. Just as we go to press we have received the very comforting 
assurance that t he new Lord Nelson Hotel will be available for the 
medical profession of Nova Scotia for the week beginning October 
15th, 1928. It was practically impossible to make any definite ar­
rangements regarding the entire programme until this assurance was 
received. Within the next two weeks, therefore, it is confidently 
believed that the full details of the programme for the meeting can 
be arranged. Taking all things into consideration it is only fair to 
assume that this will be the largest and best gathering the medical 
profession in this Province has ever held. 

Consider for a moment, if you will, the material available to give 
a successful week's programme. In the first place there is the regular 
Annual Meeting of the Medical Society. It being, however, the 
75th Annual Meeting it is quite proper that it should have distinctive 
anniversary features. These are already assured to a very considerable 
extent, in that eac;h Provincial Association in the Dominion will send 
one or more representatives to convey fraternal greetings. Further­
more, each Provincial Branch Society will designate one of its mem-
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bers to present greetings and congratulations to the parent Society. 
Ari entire evening will be devoted to this function. It will be opened 
by a Banquet at which every member of the Society, will, it is hoped, 
be present. At this Banquet the Presidential Address will be de­
livered. This will be almost entirely historical in character and will 
be of very great interest. 

Beginning Tuesday evening, October 16th., with a Dinner the 
Medical Health Officers' Association will convene in annual session. 
On the same evening the President, Dr. L. R. Morse, will be Host to 
the Executive of the Medical Society at Dinner to be followed by a 
business conference for the entire evening. Subsequent meetings 
will be duly announced. 

The Scientific features of this Annual Meeting "ill be entirely 
provided for, and arranged to suit the requirements of the 8th Annual 
Refresher Course of the Medical College of Dalhousie University. 
This will provide for three hours of hospital clinics or addresses each 
morning from Monday October 15th to Saturday October 20th in­
clusive. Two hours of each afternoon with the exe:.:ption of Thun:day, 
will be devoted to Lectures or Addresses by distinguished medical men 
from all the Provinces of the Dcminion. These will be regular Post 
Graduate Lectures, the expenses of the speakers being defrayed by 
the Canadian Medical Association. 

A further feature of this Meeting will be very la1gely developed 
on Thursday, October 18th, which may well be called "Dalhousie Day." 
Following the clinical lectures in the forenoon, it is hoped that the 
Governors of Dalhousie University will extend, to those takmg the 
Refresher Course, a complimentary luncheon, at which several im­
portant addresses will be delivered. Following this there will be 
the official unveiling of a tablet in commenoration of the founding 
of the Medical College 60 years ago. The luncheon addresses, the 
unveiling and the addresses connected therewith, will practically take 
the entire afternoon. It is only fitting, therefore, that there should be 
that evening a Dalhousie Medical College Dinner. The unqualified 
success of the initial dinner held by Dalhousie graduates at the C. M.A. 
Meeting last June, appears to require that it be made an annual 
function in connection with our Annual Society Meeting. There 
is no more opportune time than the present to inaugurate this 
procedure and develop a strong Medical Alumni Society. 

Another feature of the Annual Meeting is mentioned elsewhere 
in this issue. This week will witness the opening of the new Lord 
Nelson Hotel for Halifax. What this enlarged hotel accomodation 
means to the City, and to the Province of Nova Scotia, may be readily 
understood. It is a compliment to the medical profession in this 
Province that they are to have the exclusive services of this new, 
modern and up-to-date Hotel. The programme calls for official 
luncheons and dinners for which private dining rooms will be available. 
It calls for space for exhibitors, tor secretarial rooms, for afternoon 
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tea3 and bridges, for Society dinners and a dinner dance. All of 
these services are to be furnished to the Medical Society at the bare 
cost for the necessary meals. In other words, the management of the 
Lord Nelson Hotel invite the Medical profession, their wives, other 
members of their families and friends to make the Hotel for that week 
their home, and to use it as they have been accustomed to use public 
halls, buildings or homes in the past. Full particulars as to price of 
rooms from $3.50 per day upwards with table d'hote meals 50c., 
$1.00 and $1.50 will be given in a circular which will be issued as soon 
as further details of the Programme are arranged. Special dinner 
t ickets and dinner dance tickets will be issued at a cost of $2.00 and 
$2.50 per plate. While this is an innovation it promises to be a most 
satisfactory way of carrying out our week's programme. 

It would be unfair to refrain from mentioning that on Friday 
at 1 p. m., the Medical Society will tender to its Honorary members a 
Luncheon. This is an opportunity that the entire Society will readily 
seize to pay tribute to those of our number who have borne the burden 
and heat of the day. All of those not prevented by physical disability, 
who are on our Honorary membership list, have intimated their 
intention to be present at this function. It may be the only oppor­
tunity that those of us, who are in the full strength of our manhood 
and professional activities, will have of conveying our good wishes 
directly to these men who have maintained the honor and dignity of 
our profession so splendidly for so many years. 

Already 292 medical men in Nova Scotia have made their mem­
bership in the Society effective for the year 1928. This out of a 
possible membership of something like 380 is a splendid showing. 
When we add to this 17 Honorary members we have certainly gone 
over the top-the 300 mark- in good shape. Our registration for 
this coming meeting including medical men, members of their 
families and visitors, should put our registration well over the 300 
mark. The entire success of the meeting is in the hanas of the medical 
men m this Province. Invitations will be extended to medical men 
of Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick and doubtless a number 
will be present, but it is up to us to make our meeting a success 

He had been to a stag dinner, and his wife wanted to hear all 
about it when he got home. 

"Well," he said, "one rather odd thing occurred. Jim Blankton 
got up and left the table because some fellow told a risque story he 
didn't approve of." 

"How noble of Mr. Blank.ton," exclaimed his wife, "and- what was 
the story, John?" 

Why are women's minds cleaner than mens'? 
Because they change them oftener. 
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Correspondence 

Notes From Midway Island. 

T HE BULLITEN was advised by the Commercial Cable Company 
that a Doctor was wanted for the station in the mid-Pacific, 

called Midway Island. In a few days a Dalhousie graduate of 1927, 
Dr. Don. R. Chisholm, of Halifax, was on his way to that port, via 
San Francisco and Honolulu. As a boy and young man Dr. Chisholm 
was an ardent sportsman and an amateur zoologist and botanist, 
as well as a good student. Extracts from letters to his home folk are 
given herewith, as being finely descriptive of this isolated spot in the 
great Pacific Ocean, where the only callers are the quarterly visits of 
the Company's supply steamer. These letters were written last May 
and June. 

"The island is much bigger than I had at first thought; it takes 
about two hours to walk around it. Every inch ·of the shore-line is a 
perfect beach of white sa~d-five miles of it, and not a stone. The 
white coral reef completely surrounds the island but varies in distance 
from the shore, at some places being very close, at others, three miles 
away. Altogether it is eighteen miles long. The tide rises and 
falls only two feet; it leaves pools in the reef full of fish of all varieties and 
colors. The water in the lagoon is as clear as crystal and when out 
in the boat you can see down 30 and 40 feet to the bottom and watch 
the fish as clearly as if they were only a few feet away. The reflection 
of the sun on the water turns it into two or three different shades of 
brilliant pea green, while further out the deep water is as blue as cobalt. 
Except when the wind is blowing the lagoon gets very still and it 
surely is pretty at dead calm. It often gets that way at night, and it is 
great to go down on the wharf in the warm night air, and listen to the 
boom of the far away surf on the reef, and the cries of the night s_ea 
birds. 

"We often go fishing in the deep water of the lagoon. One of 
the many fish we catch is called the Aloa, which runs up to ten pounds 
and is covered with silvery scales. It is shaped like a mackerel, fights 
like a trout and equals the latter in flavor. There is another fish 
called the Big Aloa, which runs up to 120 lbs. and they certainly can 
fight. The turtles are just beginning to come in now and we'll soon 
be having turtle steak. I saw one to-day about the size of the top 
of a barrel. There are all sorts of strange things in the sea that you 
have to see to appreciate. 

"Naturally we have wonderful swimming. The water is warm and 
we are fairly safe from sharks close to shore. We can always tell 
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when sharks are around, the water is so clear and their black backs 
stand out against the white sand bottom. 

"We often see great schools of dolphins which like to play around 
us while swimming or in the boat. They never attempt any harm 
and they keep the sharks away. They are very similar to our por­
poise but have long snouts, and while they jump out of the water 
they never roll like a porpoise. 

"It is one of the favourite pastimes to walk around the island in 
our bathing suits. We always get a good sunburn-I'm pretty black 
now-and often see something of interest, as t urtles, seals, big fish 
or something the tide has brought in. I believe I told you about the 
Japanese glass bulb fishing floats we find on the shore and which float 
all the way from Japan, and many's the empty whisky bottle that 
floats ashore-thrown over from ships. 

"The birds form the most interesting study on the island, and 
particularly just now because most of them are nesting and have eggs 
or young. A good many of them are sea birds, while the rest 
have been introduced from Hawaii or the Fanning Islands. 

"One of the birds-the largest-is called the Goony or Taysan 
albatross; they are about the size of a goose, and there are two kinds, 
black and white, which never interbreed. Just at present the beach is 
covered with their young which are nearly full grown. About the end 
of June they will fly away to Alaska, and return again in October. 
The boys have a record of the date of return of the goony for the past 
few years, and it is remarkable how the first goony to arrive always gets 
here on nearly the same day each year- the 19th, 20th, or 21st of 
October; never sooner or later. One of the curious habits of the goony 
is their "dance". Two, three or four goonies get in a circle and put 
their heads together, then they clap their bills together and stretch 
their necks in the air, at the same time letting out a mournful sound; 
each one then puts his head under his wing for a second or so, then they 
shake their heads, put their bills together and give a shrill whistle, 
after which they all walk around in a circle and after one complete 
turn, repeat the performance. They are quite tame. Their single 
egg is white and bigger than a goose egg and they lay it on the bare 
sand. They are wonderful flyers. 

"Another very pretty bird is the love bird, so called because they 
are always found in pairs. They are always white with black eyes 
and beak and webbed feet. The curious thing about them is that they 
have webbed feet and yet roost and nest in the trees. They really 
don't build a nest, but just lay their single egg on a bare limb in a little 
depression or crotch. They are a species of tern. 

"The wide-awake terns are now nesting in thousands amongst 
the scrub and sand dunes and there are thousands of eggs on the ground. 

"A very interesting bird is the Hawaiian rail. It has very tiny 
wings and cannot fly, but it certainly can run. It makes its nest in a 
hole in the ground and leads its two or three little ones around like a 
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hen with her chickens. It is only about the size of a bull-finch, but 
chatters at you and gives you a real scolding if you interfere with it in 
any way. 

"You would think we would have plenty surf bathing here, but 
we don't, for the reef breaks the surf before it gets to the island. But 
last week there was an earthquake somewhere in the Pacific and for 
several days the swell was pretty high on the sand beach. I am 
glad the quake was not centred in Midway. 

"The climate is wonderful. It is not the least bit tropical­
except that we grow our own bananas and cocoanuts-and we nearly 
always have a cool breeze. It is great weather for tennis and swimming, 
and we are all making the most of it. I suppose when I get back to 
the continent I'll regret that I ever left Midway. At least, I'll 
always look back to it with pleasant memories. 

"Since writing my last letter I have acquired a new pet-a diving 
bird called a 'booby'. He is very much like a Chinese cormorant. 
One day I was catching small fish on the wharf and threw one to the 
booby; he caught and ate it, and ever since he has adopted me as his 
provider of fresh fish. He is about the size of a big hawk but his 
appetite is far out of proportion to his stomach, though he never 
seems to be able to fill his stomach. He is now so tame that whenever 
I go down to the wharf he appears from nowhere and sits on the end of 
the wharf expecting me to catch a fish for him. It was very windy 
to-day and took me sometime to catch a fish and he became very 
impatient, beginning to pick me on the elbow. He ate five good sized 
fish before going away for a sleep. As soon as he gets tame enough 
to pick up we are going to use him for local color in our photographs. 

"I don't believe I have told you about our garden and flowers. 
We grow all our own vegetables and have them fresh for all the year 
round. We have canteloupes and papayas- the latter very like the 
former only it grows on trees. It surely is a delicious fruit. The 
bananas we use are grown here too and are remarkably sweet. There 
is a big mulberry tree in the centre of the garden and we frequently 
have mulberry pie-very like blackberry pie. The gardener is a 
Chinaman. 

"I know if you saw the bougainvelleas here you would want to dig 
one up and take it home. Several hedges of hybiscus line some of 
the cement walks while the quadrangle just now is golden with brown­
eyed susans. The begonias grow well here in the wet season, but just 
now are pretty well dried up. The island is practically covered with 
magnolia scrub and that in the immediate vicinity of the station is all 
overgrown with morning glories. It is strange to see the English 
plantain, so common in our field, growing about the quadrangle. 
There are several different varieties of acacia trees growing about the 
station and many other smaller shrubs and flowers including beds of 
zinneas and carnations. So you see this is no desert island. Lie.I. 
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"I walked around the island yesterday and saw a number of 
interesting things. I picked up a bottle on the shore; it contained a 
paper from the U.S. Hydrographic Survey and had been thrown over 
from a ship half way between Honolulu and San Francisco in April 
1927. So it has drifted at least 3,000 miles in a year and probably 
many more. I am sending it to Washington. 

"The turtles are beginning to lay their eggs on the island but they 
are very difficult to find. Some of the turtles are enormous, being 
three feet from side to side of the shell and weigh up in the 100 lb. 
class. 

"Most of the goonies have fled away to Alaska, but a good many ot 
the young ones still remain and I guess quite a number of them will die. 

"The terns eggs have hatched and there are now thousands of 
little babies the size of small chickens lying on the sand dunes-acres 
and acres of them. Each mother bird has become twice as noisy, so 
that the south end of the island is a bedlam; I'm glad they keep away 
from the station." 

"Our seasons here average like a first class N. S. summer, never 
too hot or too cold. We are not in the latitude of the true tropics." 

These extracts from several letters were solicited by the Secretary 
of the Editorial Board, in the first place, because they were written 
by a Dalhousie graduate and therefore of interest to other graduates 
and students of recent years. They further indicate a mind well 
trained to observation and skilled to interpret what is seen, an in­
valuable art in the practice of medicine. This publicity is an intimation 
to the present generation of graduates of the desirability of cultivating 
the art of expression. To see and be able to interpret, and not do so, 
is rather a selfish accomplishment, especially in this day when we are 
so dependent upon eacb other. Similar contributions will be welcomed 
gladly by t he BULLETIN 

S. L. W. 

Several doctors interested in Tuberculosis will represent the 
Maritime Provinces on a tour of Europe having left Montreal on the 
White Star Liner " Regina" on August 25th. The party will travel 
through England, Scotland, France, Italy and Switzerland and besides 
scientific meetings and studies will have ample time for sight seeing. 
The Maritime members of the party willl be Dr. H. A. Farris, of 
Saint John, Dr. R. J. Collins, of River Glade, Dr. T. M. Sieniewicz 
of Halifax, and Dr. P. S. Campbell of the Nova Scotia Department 
of Public Health. These Maritime members are also concerned with 
chaperoning Dr. A. F. Miller of the Nova Scotia Sanatorium and his 
bride, who will make this trip their honeymoon. 

An interestig account of the recent Eastern Counties Medical 
Society meeting will appear in our next issue. 
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OBITUARY 

CARMON SMITH MARSHALL, M . D., University of New York, 
1882, Bridgewater. N. S. Honorary Member of the 
Medical Society of Nova Scotia. 

ON Monday evening Doctor Marshall retired in his usual health 
but was found the next morning unconscious. He failed to rally 

and at an early hour the following Wednesday, August 15th, 1928, 
he passed away. Altho he had been in poor health for a year or more 
he availed himself of every opportunity of meeting his medical con­
freres whenever possible. He attended the recent meeting of the 
Canadian Medical Association at Charlottetown. Probably he attend­
ed as many local Society and Provincial Meetings as any member of 
the Medical Society of Nova Scotia. He had for years been a member 
of the C. M. A. At the meeting of the Provincial Society in Sydney 
he was made an Honorary Member, and the Record in the Official 
Minutes reads as follows:-

"He has been in practice 45 years, has been continuously a member 
of the Local Society and also several times its President. He has also 
been always identified with the Provincial Society and since 1919 with 
the Canadian Association. The Executive regrets to note that Dr. 
Marshall and Dr. Hamilton are not enjoying their usual good health, 
but trust the same will be speedily restored to them." 

In the June BULLETIN we noted the passing of Dr. Hamilton and 
now Dr. Marshall has passed to the Great Majority. 

Following his graduation in 1882 Dr. Marshall practised in Mill 
Village until he removed to Bridgewater 34 years ago. Of him a local 
correspondent of the lay press writes:-

'"The late Dr. Marshall was one of the foremost medical men of 
the Province, and was one of the best liked and widely known men in 
this part of the Province. He was a great benefactor of the poor, 
contributing of his skill and time without thought of remuneration in 
many cases. In publlc life he was a staunch Conservative having 
contested the County of Lunenburg on two occasions. 

"He was four times Mayor of the Town and many progressive 
and constructive moves were carried out under his direction. He was a 
Baptist, a Mason, a member of the Mystic Shrine, a Past Master of 
Acacia Lodge and Past Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Nova Scotia. Dr. Marshall never married." 

Besides several brothers and sisters living in Lawrencetown he 
is survived by a niece, with whom he resided for the last one or two 
years, Mrs. Rehfuss, w1fe of Hon. W. N. Rehfuss, M. D. The Medical 
Society expressed its sincere sympathy to those who mourn his passing 
and their own appreciation of him as a fellow practitioner by a floral 
tribute. 

• 
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JAMES STANLEY CHISHOLM, M. D. , C. M., Dalhousie 1915, 
Mahone, N. S. · 

The death occurred from drowning on July 29th, 1928, of Dr. J. 
Stanley Chisholm at Guelph, Ontario. For a number of years he had 
been in poor health and for several months had been a patient in the 
Homewood Sanitarium. On Sunday he went for his daily dip in the 
river, not returning, search was made and his clothing found, the 
body not being recovered till three days later. Doctor Chisholm was 
a strong swimmer but subject to cramps. Unfortunately no one 
accompanied him this day when the attack proved fatal. 

Dr. J. S. Chisholm graduated from the Medical School of Dal­
housie University in 1915 with honours. He at once entered the 
R. A. M. C., and served for more than a year when he returned to 
Halifax, having transferred to the C. A. M. C. After demobilization 
he settled at Mahone where he practised until failing health compelled 
him to seek relief. He went to Toronto for treatment and after 
operation had been convalescing at Guelph for some months. 

Dr. Chisholm was a son of Dr. Murdock Chisholm of Halifax and 
was 32 years of age. Besides his father and mother he is survived by 
his wife, a daughter of C. C. Longard of Halifax, three brothers and two 
sisters. One of his brothers is Dr. A. R. Chisholm in Pawhusca in 
Oklahoma. 

His funeral was held from his father's residence, 131 South Park 
Street, Halifax, to Fairview Cemetery on Monday afternoon, Aug. 6th. 
The service was conducted by Rev. Canon Harris of Mahone Bay, where 
Dr. Chisholm lived and practised , with Rev. Canon Troop of Halifax 
assisting. At t he grave both the Anglican and Masonic services were 
observed. A very large number were present and the floral tributes 
were many. Wreaths were sent by the Medical Society, the A. F. & 
A. M., and the Alliance Bible Class. 

To his widow, to Dr. and Mrs. Murdock Chisholm and other 
mourning members of the family, the members of the Medical .Society 
of Nov:a Scotia will extend sincere sympathy. 

The Bridgetown Monitor publishes an obituary notice of Dr. Ralph 
Waldo Minard who died in Pierre, South Dakota, on July 9th, 1928, 
aged 59 years. He was a graduate of Tufts Medical College in 1898. 
He had practised from 1900 to 1907 in Iowa and from t hen to May of 
this year in Midland, South Dakota. The local obituary states,­
"Flowers in profusion told of the high esteem Dr. Minard was held by 
his host of friends. Midland people feel that in the passing of Dr. 
Minard they have lost not only a man high in his profession, but a 
true friend." We have referred to t he passing of this member of our 
profession because he was a native of South Brookfield, Queens Co., 
N. S., and his family is a familiar name, not only in Western Nova 
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Scotia, but all over the Province. It is to be noted that he did not leave 
Nova Scotia until he went to Boston for his finals in Medicine. He 
was a student at the Dalhousie Medical College for two years 1892-1894. 

At Murray's Siding, Colchester County, the death occurred of 
Mr. Noble McKenzie on July 28th, 1928, after a protracted illness. 
The deceased was a brother of Dr. Seymour G. McKenzie of Westville. 

Miss Dorothy Farren, aged 21 years, a nurse in the Saint John 
Infirmary was instantly killed July 30th, 1928, when she was caught 
in the open doorway of the elevator shaft. She was to graduate in a 
short time. 

The death occurred in Tacoma, Wash., on August 15th, 1928, 
of Mrs. Carter, wife of the .Rev. Ray F. Carter of that city. Mrs. 
Carter was born in Upper Stewiacke, the daughter of the late James E. 
Dickie. Mrs. Kent, wife of Dr. H. V. Kent of Truro, is a sister of the 
deceqsed. 

VI-TONE 
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Locals and Personals 

Dr. C. MacQ. Avard and Mrs. Avard, of Scranton, Pa., returned 
the latter part of July from an extended visit to England and the 
Continent. As Amherst was their former home they received a very 
warm welcome before they returned to their present home in the 
U.S.A. 

A BULLETIN reader asks for the source of the quotation "The 
Captains of the Kings of Death", having reference to the role filled 
by Pneumonia, and as used by Dr. Birt in the tribute he paid to the 
late Dr. Phillip McLarren. Perhaps some reader will give the in­
formation. The similar picturesque phrase, we have seen, was used 
first by Defoe, speaking of tuberculosis as "the captain of the men of 
death", the same expression being used by Osler, We await comment. 

The Sydney Post reports the case of a crippled boy being cured 
at Saint Anne DeBeaupre this year. While we have our doubts 
about t hese cures, still the BULLETIN would gladly welcome a report 
from any physician verifying the same. 

Dr. G. R. Burns of the Nova Scotia Sanatorium, has spent his 
August holiday in a motor trip through Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. 

Born.- To Doctor and Mrs. Clement MacLeod on July 18th 
at the Infirmary, Coburg Road, Halifax, a son. We regret to learn 
that their infant died the following day. 

Dr. C. H. Best, co-worker with Dr. Banting in Toronto, has 
received the Post Graduate Degree of D. S., from London University. 
It may be noted that Dr. Best is a grandson of the late Mr. John B. 
Best of Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, 

Dr. W. W. Paton of Port Morien took his usual vacation in 
August when Dr. Moriarity, Dalhousie, 1925, supplied for him. 

There was a Webster birthday celebration recently in Kentville, 
July being the favorite birth month, apparently, of this family. 
Deaconess Alice E . Webster was the chief guest of honor. She is a 
sister of Dr. Arthur Webster of Edinburgh, Dr. H. B. Webster, of 
Kentville and the late Judge Barclay Webster of Kentville. Among 
the guests from out of town who were present on this occasion re­
presenting the medical profession were Doctors William H. and Mrs. 
Chase of Montreal, Dr. Lalia Chase of Wolfville and Dr. John 
Stewart of Halifax. 
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Medical Health Education. It would be interesting to know how 
Dalhousie University is making its contributions along this line. 
The BULLETIN would gladly give publicity to this phase of the work of 
our own University. 

Early in August Dr. C. A. S. MacQueen of Amherst left for 
another trip to Europe. This time he will be the Medical adviser 
and companion of Ex-Governor J. R. Douglas, Mr. J . A. Hanway, 
and Mr. H. A. L. Bentley of Amherst. 

Appreciation- The BULLETIN is in receipt of the following 
letter which speaks for itself:-

DR. S. L. WALKER, 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Dcctor:-

Charlottetown, P. E. Island, 
August 3, 1928. 

Ycur kind letter of July 19th received, but as I was absent from h:>me there has 
been some delay in sending a reply. 

I understand that Dr. S. R. Jenkins intends going to your 75th Annual Meeting 
and no doubt many others of our medical men will be present. 

In a short time I will be able to send you something definite on the subject. 
Many thanks, Doctor, for your kind words of appreciation in the matter of the 

C. M. A. Meeting at Charlottetown. Nova Scotia and New Brunswick stood loyally 
by us and I desire to thank you personally for your efforts to interest the people of 
Nova Scotia in that important event. 

P. E. Island medical men will not forget what has been done by the sister Mari­
time Provinces. 

Yours very tryul, 
(Signed) G. F . DEWAR. 

Among the recent welcome visitors in New Glasgow was Dr. J. 
Clyde McDonald and wife and daughter. He was a Dalhousie grad­
uate of 1895, and before removing to Edmonton practised for sometime 
at Westville. His many Pictou County home friends were glad to 
meet him. 

The members of the profession will extend congratulations t.) 
Miss Margaret MacKay, daughter of our good confrere, Dr. H. H. 
MacKay, of New Glasgow, upon obtaining a further Scholarship, 
which will entitle her to do Post Graduate work in Physiology at 
Toronto University. 

Dr. Charles Spiro of New Glasgow, while motoring to Sydney on 
August 3rd. struck a horse with his car. The force of the impact 
was such as to throw his travelling companion Mr. James M. Milne 
so violently against the side of the car that he was unconscious for 
some twelve hours from concussion. 

The BULLETIN offers for sale a latest Standard Remington Type­
writer, Model 12, Correspondence Machine. This is a particularly 
serviceable machine for all general purposes. It is of good appearance, 
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of the latest model and has never been used. It would be shipped to 
by express prepaid for $150.00. 

The engagement is announced of Miss Vivian Pauline Smith, 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Smith, Lunenburg, to Dr. 
Russell Clark Zinck, the wedding to take place early in September 

Sometime ago the Associated Press gave publicity to the use of a 
Tuberculine Vaccine which is being employed in France. Dr. 
Sieniewicz, of Halifax, advises us that the newspaper despatch is 
correct as to fact, tho publicity should not be made through the pro­
fession until after further investigation. This Vaccine is now being 
administered to individuals in the City of Montreal, and it is expected 
it will also be employed in the near future in the Halifax clinics. The 
Bulletin expects to have a report on this matter from Dr. Sieniewicz 
after he returns from his present trip to Europe. 

The Manitoba Medical Association Bulletin for July 1928 came 
to our office the day we passed our last revised page proof of our own 
August Bulletin back to our printers, viz; July 28th. Its announce­
ments are almost up to date while our own ·may be a month or more 
old. Yet each very adequately fulfills its own mission. We are, 
however, of the opinion that every Provincial Branch of the Canadian 
Medical Association requires its own official Bulletin, but we believe 
it is better to make it interesting reading rather than a mere official 
bulletin. It would be an easy matter for the Manitoba BULLETIN to 
enlarge to this extent. We shrewdly suspect, however, that their 
Executive has found it difficult to keep its pages under 24. 

Doctors Elliott and DeWitt of Wolfville and Shankel of Windsor, 
with their families have been spending much of the summer at their 
summer cottages at, respectively, Evangeline Beach, Deep Brook 
and Hantsport. 

A recent welcome visitor in Halifax was Dr. Henry Dixon of Hon­
olulu who, with his wife and family, is spending the summer at his 
former home in Cape Breton. The Bulletin erred last month in 
stating he was a graduate of McGill, as he graduated from Dalhousie 
in 1921. Our item was culled from the news items of a Cape Breton 
daily paper. 

The Doctors on the staff of Aberdeen Hospital, New Glasgow' 
tendered a well-deserved compliment to two of their number by a 
Dinner held at Pictou Lodge on August 17th., 1928. The guests of 
honor were Dr. Evan Kennedy, University of Boston, 1876 and Dr. 
John W. McKay, Bellevue Hospital Medical College, 1876. Some 
fifty guests were present among whom were Dr. John Stewart of 
Halifax, Dr. Colin Sutherland of Montreal, Dr. Ross, President of 
the Hospital Staff, many of the local doctors and members of the 
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An Open ·Letter 
To the Members of the Professions of Medicine, 

Dentistry and Pharmacy and Boards of Directors 
of Hospitals. 

Gentlemen: 
In the Finance Chronicle of Montreal dated March 

9th, 1928 is an interesting article upon the common law 
liability of individuals to the public in the pursuit of their 
calling and performance of their duties. 

Particular reference is made to your liabilities and the 
risks attached to your duties. We quote:-

"No physician, surgeon, dentist or druggist, 
however high his standing, is immune from the danger 
of a patient charging him with malpractice, error or 
neglect. Such claim or suits are usually without merit 
and are often brought at the instigation of some 
"ambulance chasing" lawyer or by patients who at­
tempt by this rr:ethod to evade paying bills for pro­
fessional services." 

Instances of these sorts of claims are increasing alarm­
ingly. 

It is not necessary for us to cite cases which have arisen 
in this Province. You are familiar with those which have 
reached the Courts and know also of some which have been 
compromised. 

It is part of our business to take care of this risk for 
you, by- · 

1. Indemnifying you for damages from liability. 
2. Defending or settling without expense to you all 

claims charging breach of your legal liability. 
We are prepared to call upon you, whenever you wish 

to discuss this matter, and further explain our contract. A 
phone message or a note is all that is necessary. 

Yours sincerely, 

THOMPSON, ADAMS & CO., Limited 
Phone S. 1221. Insurance Brokers. 

166 Hollis St., Halifax, N. S. 
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Hospital Trust, prominent ladies and gentlemen of New Glasgow and 
neighboring towns. Mr. W. A. Macintosh, President of the Hospital 
Trust was Toastmaster. The Health of Our Guests was proposed 
by Dr. Benvie and supported by D. C. Sinclair K. C. Responding 
Doctors Kennedy and McKay spoke inspiringly of what had been 
accomplished and were optimistic as to the future of the Hospital. 

Vancouver boasts of a very low infant mortality, only 18 per 
thousand births. New Zealand, however, claims the record having 
reduced their rate 3,88 per thousand. We have a long ways to go in 
Nova Scotia. 

An exceedingly interesting nonagenarian resides in Truro in the 
person of Mrs. Margaret Creighton, who was born at Dalhousie 
Mountain 92 years a60. She has twenty-five grand-children and 14 
great-grandchildren. One of the grandchildren is Dr. H. A. Creighton, 
Dalhousie 1924, now in practice at Lunenburg. 

The Lord Nelson Hotel in Halifax will entertain as its first guests 
the members of the Medical Society of Nova Scotia and their friends 
from October 15th. to 20th. inclusive. The entire hotel will be re­
served for this purpose, the first guests and the first convention. 
This is really a notable event for Halifax and Nova Scotia and the 
Medical Society may well be congratulated upon this prominent 
honor. When Conventions with headquarters at this hotel become 
matters of weekly or monthly occurrence we will stand as pioneers. 
The Hotel for that week belongs to the Medical Society of Nova Scotia 
and only their friends will be entertained there for that time. The 
entire registration including Halifax guests for luncheons and dinners 
should reach the Three Hundred Mark. The October Bulletin, to 
be issued October 1st. will give full particulars of the programme of 
Clinics, Lectures and Official functions and entertainment. 

A wedding of particular interest to the medical profession in 
Nova Scotia was that of Dr. A. F. Miller, Superintendent of the 
Nova Scotia Sanatorium, Kentville, to Miss Lyla Proctor, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Proctor, Henry Street, Halifax, which took place 
Saturday evening, August 18th., 1928 at 6 p. m. Saint Andrew's Church 
was beautifully decorated for the occasion, the pastor, Rev. H. B. 
Clarke officiating and Miss Marjorie Payne presiding at the organ. 
Mr. Norman McKay, nephew of the groom and son of the late Dr. 
Norman E. McKay, supported Dr. Miller, while the Bride's entourage 
included her father, who gave her away, Miss Beatrice McGill as 
bridesmaid, with Miss Margaret McKay as flower girl and Master 
Warren Shannon the wee page. 

The wedding was followed by a reception at t he home of the 
bride's parents, among those assisting being Dr. Eva Mader of the 
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staff of ilie Sanatorium. In the large collection of wedding gifts. 
were a hand carved walnut tea waggon from the patients of the Nova 
Scotia Sanatorium, an electric percolator from the medical staff, 
and a cut glass bowl from the Nurses and Matron. 

Dr. and Mrs. Miller left Sunday morning for Montreal whence 
they sailed for Liverpool, joining the party of Tuberculosis experts 
for a European tour arranged by the Sun Life Assurance Company; 
upon their return in about three months they will reside in Dr. Miller's 
residence at the Sanatorium. Mn; Miller will be a decided acquisition 
to the town of Kentville, especially its musical circles, as $he is pos­
sessed of a highly trained soprano voice of great richness and dramatic 
power. 

Every member of the medical profession and all who have had 
anything to do with the Sanatorium for the last 20 years will unite 
in extending congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. Miller, wishing them 
many happy years of wedded life. 

Dr. and Mrs. Ross Faulkner from New York are spending the 
summer as usual at their summer cottage in Chester. From time to 
time they visit their many relatives and friends in several Counties in 
Nova Scotia. 

Dr. A. L. Anderson and Mrs. Anderson of New York are also 
at their summer home in this famous resort. They have been guests 
on several occasions of Dr. and Mrs. Keddy of Windsor. 

Dr. Evelyn Rogers, Dalhous~e 1927, at present on the staff of 
Englewood Hospital, New Jersey, spent a part of July and August 
the guest of her Mother in Halifax. 

Dr. F. A. R. Gow spent a short vacation in August with his 
family now living at Greenwich, Kings County. 

The BULLETIN has received from the University of Western 
Ontario the Fifteenth Annual Report of the Institute of Public Health 
giving the official announcement of the Faculty of Public Health for 
1928-1929. It indicates that the University is doing its share of 
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