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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESK 

Nous APPRENONS du syndicat des employes de chemins 
de fer que la date-limite pour le reglement des demandes 
de salaires a ete fixee au 16 mai . Par une etrange coinci­
dence, notre assemblee annuelle s'ouvrira a Quebec le 
lendemain, le 17. 11 est bien possible que Ia menace de 
greve soit dissipee lorsque vous parviendra le present 
numero du Journal mais, si le differend subsiste encore 
vers Ia fin d'avril, veuillez organiser votre transport en 
consequence. 

Ala mi-mai, ce sera la periode des tulipes a Ottawa et 
Ia ville des detenteurs de Ia Coupe Grey meritera sure­
ment une visite de Ia part des architectes de l'Ouest, mais 
du 17 au 20 c'est vers Je centre du Canada fran<;ais que 
devront se diriger les membres de Ia profession. 

Le programme se rapprochera beaucoup de celui de 
l'an dernier a Winnipeg mais il sera moins charge. II y 
manquera evidemment Je sentiment de fierte que nous 
avons eprouve en juin dernier lorsque nous avons pre­
sente le rapport du Comite d'enquete sur les conditions 
de ]'habitation . Comme theme general, "La responsabilite 
professionnelle" a fait place a "L'architecte et Ia com­
munaute deJa construction" . 

La seance d'ouverture, le matin du jeudi 18 mai, au 
Chateau Frontenac, en presence de tous Jes presidents 
provinciaux, du premier ministre deJa province, M. Jean 
Lesage, et de Son Honneur le maire de Quebec, sera 
suivie d' un dejeuner au cours duquel M . Philip Will , 
president de I' American Institute of Architects , develop­
pera le theme de l'assemblee. Les dames sont cordiale­
ment invitees. La journee de vendredi sera marquee par 
un seminaire sur "la communaute de Ia construction" ou 
des orateurs exposeront les points de vue de ]'entrepre­
neur, du fabricant, de l' ingenieur-conseil, de l'amenageur 
et de l'architecte. Ne manquez pas de venir faire valoir 
vos propres theories . 

Notez bien aussi, que vous soyez de langue fran<;aise 
ou de langue anglaise, vous trouverez ] 50 appareils a 
transistrons, de petit format que vous pourrez glisser dans 
votre poche de chemise et qui vous permettront de suivre 
par traduction simultanee toutes les deliberations. 

M. Edouard Fiset presentera un travail special sur les 
traditions architecturales et historiques du Vieux Quebec 
et tous les delegues sont invites a s'inscrire pour Ia tour­
nee de I' Ancien et du Nouveau Quebec qui aura lieu 
vendredi apres-midi. Vendredi soir, Je 19, des danceurs 
du terroir sauront vous am user et vous detendre par leurs 
danses de folklore au lac Beauport, a dix milles au nord 
de Quebec. 

A pres l'assemblee speciale du College des agreges, qui 
sera marquee par !'admission de 16 nouveaux membres, 
aura lieu Je diner annuel auquel l'orateur invite sera M . 
I.-Alphonse Ouimet, president et directeur general de Ia 
Societe Radio-Canada. 

Diverses resolutions de grande portee pour l'avenir de 
notre profession seront presentees au cours de l'assem­
blee, Ia derniere dans Ia province de Quebec d'ici 1965 . 
Ainsi done, que chacun s'efforce de se rendre a Quebec 
cette annee. 
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WE HAVE BEEN WARNED by the Canadian railway unions 
that their deadline for a wage settlement this Spring bas 
been set for May 16. Curiously enough, the RAIC As­
sembly this year opens at Quebec on May 17. The threat 
of nation-wide railway shut-down may be removed by 
the time this issue reaches you , but if the strike remains 
unsettled by late April, please make your Quebec As­
sembly travel plans accordingly . 

By mid-May the City of Ottawa will be dressed in 
tulips, and while the home of the Grey Cup footba11 
champions merits a visit from Western Canadian archi­
tects, the heart of French Canada must hold the archi­
tectural stage for the four days from May 17 to 20. 

The program format will be similar in many respects 
to the 1960 meeting at Winnipeg, but will be less hurried . 
Missing will be the special sense of pride that came from 
releasing last June the Report of the Committee of In­
quiry into the Design of the Residential Environment. 
The Assembly theme has swung from "Professional Re­
sponsibility" to "The Architect and the Building Com­
munity" . 

An inaugural session at the Chateau Frontenac on 
Thursday morning May 18, with all Provincial Presidents 
present, as well as Quebec Premier Jean Lesage and His 
Worship the Mayor, will be followed by Philip Will, the 
President of the American Institute of Architects, in a 
keynote luncheon address . The ladies are urged to attend. 
The 54th Annual meeting will be held Thursday after­
noon and resumed Saturday morning. The Friday feature 
will be a "Building Community" seminar bringing to one 
panel the diverse opinions of a contractor, a manufac­
turer, a consulting engineer, a planner and an architect. 
Be sure to come and present your pet theories too. 

Mark carefully, whether French or English be your 
mother tongue, that simultaneous translation will be pro­
vided at the events mentioned above by means of 150 
transistor sets (portable ones you can slip in your shirt 
pocket). 

Edouard Fiset will present a special paper on the 
architectural and historic traditions of old Quebec, and 
delegates are invited to register for the Friday afternoon 
tour of old and new Quebec. Folk dancers of habitant 
Quebec will help provide an evening of rare fun and 
relaxation at Lac Beauport, ten miles north of Quebec, 
on Friday evening, May 19. 

After the College of Fellows convocation, when 16 
Fellows are to join the College, the annual dinner speaker 
will be J. Alphonse Ouiment, President and General 
Manager of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation . 

A number of resolutions, important to the future 
development of the profession, will be presented during 
the Assembly. The Institute will not meet again in the 
Province of Quebec untill965 . Please make every effort 
to come to Quebec. 
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NATIONAL & REGIONAL ACTION ON RAIC ENVIRONMENT REPORT 

Action by RAIC 
In October of I 960 following the 

preparation of the program of imple­
mentation by the RAIC-CMHC Joint 
Committee, the RAIC referred 13 re­
commendations of the Report to Pro­
vincial Associations for study and ana­
lysis. 

One of the categories in the break­
down of recommendations prepared by 
the RAIC-CMHC Joint Committee 
concerned CMHC and the Federal 
Government, and included paragraphs 
72, 79, 95, 99 and 190 of the Report. 
Briefs respecting these particular para­
graphs have been submitted to the 
President of CMHC, the Federal Mini­
ster of Public Works and the Prime 
Minister. 

Last November separate meetings 
were held with the Urban Develop­
ment Institute (Ontario Division), the 
Town Planning Institute of Canada, 
and the National House Builders Asso­
ciation to discuss the implications of 
the Report as a whole. The TPIC ap­
pointed a special liaison committee to 
work with the RAIC, and the first 
meeting was held in Toronto on March 
24. Joint measures to act on specific 
recommendations were agreed upon on 
this occasion. 

One of the most significant steps 
taken to date by the RAIC has been to 
call a conference of national organiza­
tion in Toronto on May 2 to review 
with representatives of the building in­
dustry and others the achievements of 
the implementation program to date, 
and to determine what continuing sup­
port and cooperation the Institute may 
expect from these organizations. 

RAIC Financial Campaign 
In the fall of 1960, the Institute 

inaugurated a financial campaign with­
in the architectural profession to sup­
port the implementation program. The 
objective was set at $15,000 and ap­
peals were directed to architectural 
firms and individual architects. By 
March 31, 1961, a total of approxim­
ately $11,500 had been received. The 
following breakdown of Provincial As­
sociations indicates the contribution 
made by each: 

Newfoundland 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
British Columbia 

$ 73.25 
309.15 
300.00 

2,563 .15 
5,021.70 
1,072.25 

341.00 
1,134.30 

683 .30 

Total $11,498.10 

While it is unlikely that the full ob­
jective will be reached the Institute is 
gratified at the respon~e to the appeal 
by so m any architects across the 
country. 

Jovrngf RAI C, April 1961 

by E. D. Fox 
Special Assistant 

Inquiry Report Implementation 

The following remarks summarize 
under three separate headings action 
which has been taken by the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada and 
its component societies to implement 
the recommendations in the Resi­
dential Environment Report. 

Action by RAIC 
Component Societies 

PQAA 
To start its campaign of implementa­
tion , the Quebec Association sponsored 
a one-day conference on December 7, 
I 960, to create within the Province a 
public awareness of the many problems 
referred to in the Report. The con­
ference included panelists who spoke 
on particular recommendations, and 
seminar discussions which gave dele­
gates an opportunity to express their 
views on the various subjects covered 
by the main speakers. The conference 
concluded with a number of resolu­
tions proposing specific action to be 
taken on recommendations which had 
been dealt with during the day. 

After further study and elaboration 
of these resolutions in committee work, 
they will be submitted by the PQAA to 
all organizations represented at the 
conference for endorsation. The reso­
lutions will be then submitted to the 
Provincial Government or other ap­
propriate authorities for action. 

OAA 
In Ontario the responsibility for deal­
ing with recommendations referred to 
component societies, has been delegat­
ed to the OAA Committee on Housing 
Design under the chairmanship of R. 
Stirling Ferguson. The program of this 
Committee has included, first of all , a 
series of meetings between architects 
and builders to discuss matters of 
mutual concern. Two meetings have 
been held, the first in December, 1960, 
and the second in March, 1961. 

Following this series of meetings, a 
joint technical committee was called on 
·March 8 out of which was formed an 
autonomous "Ontario Committee on 
Community Design", composed of re­
presentatives from the OAA and eight 
other organizations in the building and 
planning field. The committee's pur­
pose is to obtain an improvement in 
community design and to encourage 
greater coordination among the various 
groups operating in the business of 
planning and building communities. 

MAA , SAA and AAA 
On January 13, 1961, a regional con­
ference in Winnipeg was attended by 
representatives from the Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta Associations 
of Architects and the RAIC Special 
Assistant. The purpose of the con­
ference was to discuss what steps the 
Associations represented might take to 
implement the Report both provincial­
ly and locally. 

The MAA committee on implemen­
tation, under the chairmanship of 
Morley Blankstein, met on February 8 
to discuss the best means of carrying 
out specific recommendations, and a 
number of sub-committees were 
formed to deal with the different re­
commendations. 

Two local committees on implemen­
tation have been appointed within the 
AAA. In Edmonton, the committee is 
under the chairmanship of Garth Fleet 
and in Calgary the local committee is 
chaired by Jack Clayton , assisted by 
Alton M. Bowers. 

The SAA has formed a committee 
headed by W. E . Graham, of Saska­
toon, which includes A. E. Smith, of 
Regina, as a member. 

AlEC 
A special committee on implementation 
now exists within the AIBC under the 
chairmanship of W . G. Leithead. 

NSAA and AANB 
The second of a series of regional con­
ferences on implementation of recom­
mendations of the Residential Environ­
ment Report referred to Provincial As­
sociations was held in Halifax on Feb­
ruary 15-17, in conjunction with the 
annual meeting of the Nova Scotia 
Association. 

On the morning of February 15, a 
meeting was held with planning officials 
from the City and County of Halifax 
and from the Province of Nova Scotia. 
Local and regional planning problems 
constituted a major part of the discus­
sion. In the afternoon a general meet­
ing, open to the public, was attended 
by representatives of the building in­
dustry, the Board of Trade, lending in­
stitutions and other groups whose activ­
ities influence residential design. This 
meeting discussed in general terms a 
number of recommendations referred 
to component societies. 

On February 16 and 17 at the annual 
meeting of the NSAA, the Report was 
discussed in greater detail. Subsequent­
ly, a committee of three on implemen­
tation was formed with A. F. Duffus as 
chairman, and M. H . F. Harrington 
and J. P. Dumaresq as members, to 
prepare a basic implementation pro­
gram for the Association. 

Members of the AANB implementa­
tion committee, D . W. Jonsson, chair­
man , E . D. Duek-Cohen and Cyrille 
Roy, members, participated in the 
February 15-17 meetings. 
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PROGRES SUR LE RAPPORT DES CONDITIONS DE L'HABITATION 

Travail de l'lnstitut 
En octobre 1960, apres l'etablisse­

ment du programme de mise en oeuvre 
par le Comite mixte de l'IRAC et de Ia 
SCHL, l'Institut a soumis aux associa­
tions provinciales treize recommanda­
tions pour etude et analyse. 

Un des groupes etablis par le Comite 
mixte dans sa repartition des recom­
mandations interessait Ia SCHL et le 
Gouvernement federal, soit les para­
graphes 72, 79, 95, 99 et 190 du Rap­
port. A l'egard de ces recommanda­
tions, des memoires ont ete soumis au 
president de Ia SCHL, au ministre fede­
ral des travaux publics et au premier 
ministre du Canada. 

En novembre dernier, l'Institut a 
tenu avec !'Urban Development Insti­
tute (division de !'Ontario), l'Institut 
d'urbanisme du Canada et I' Association 
nationale des constructeurs d'habita­
tions des reunions particulieres afin 
d'examiner les consequences generales 
du Rapport. L'Institut d'urbanisme a 
forme un comite special de liaison 
charge de collaborer avec l'IRAC. Ce 
comite mixte IRAC-UIC a tenu sa pre­
miere reunion a Toronto le 24 mars et 
a decide de quelques mesures precises a 
prendre afin de donner suite a certaines 
recommandations. 

Une des principales initiatives de 
l'IRAC a ete Ia convocation d'une as­
semblee des organismes nationaux, qui 
se tiendra a Toronto le 2 mai, dans le 
but de revoir avec les representants de 
l'industrie du batiment et autres les 
progres accomplis dans Ia mise en 
oeuvre du programme, et de determiner 
quelle aide continue et quelle collabora­
tion l'Institut peut compter obtenir de 
ces organisations. 

Campagne financiere de I'IRAC 
A l'automne de 1960, l'Institut a 

lance au sein de Ia profession une cam­
pagne destinee a procurer les fonds 
necessaires a Ia poursuite du pro­
gramme de mis en oeuvre. L'objectif 
ayant ete fixe a $15,000, il a fait appel 
aux maisons d'architectes et aux archi­
tectes particuliers. A Ia fin de mars, 
environ $11,500 avaient ete re~us. 
Cette somme se repartissait entre les 
diverses associations provinciales com­
me suit: 

Terre-Neuve 
Nouvelle-Ecosse 
Nouveau-Brunswick 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 
Colombie-Britannique 

$ 73.25 
309.15 
300.00 

2,563.15 
5,021.70 
1,072.25 

341.00 
1,134.30 

683.30 

$11 ,498.10 

11 est peu probable que l'objectif de 
$15,000 soit atteint. Toutefois, l'Institut 
est heureux de l'accueil re~u aupres de 
nombreux architectes de tout le pays. 
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par E. D. Fox 
Adjoint special pour Ia mise 

en oeuvre du rapport du Comite 
d'enquete 

On trouvera ci-apres, sous trois chefs 
differents, un resume du travail ac­
compli par l'lnstitut royal d'architec­
ture du Canada et ses societes com­
posantes pour donner suite au rap­
port du Comite sur les conditions de 
!'habitation. 

Activite des 
societes constituantes de I'JRAC 

L'AAPQ 
L'AAPQ a voulu, pour commencer sa 
campagne, mettre Ia population de Ia 
province au courant des nombreux pro­
blemes mentionnes dans le rapport. A 
cette fin, elle a organise le 7 decembre 
dernier un congres presentant des ex­
poses par un groupe d'orateurs invites, 
puis des seances d'etude sous forme de 
seminaires ou les delegues ont pu ex­
primer leurs opinions sur les sujets 
traites par ces orateurs. La journee s'est 
terminee par !'elaboration de diverses 
resolutions sur les moyens de donner 
suite aux recommandations etudiees au 
cours des deliberations. 

Quand ces resolutions auront ete 
etudiees et precisees en comites, elles 
seront soumises a !'approbation de 
l'AAPQ et des autres organismes re­
presentes a cette reunion et, enfin, aux 
autorites provinciales et autres autori­
tes competentes. 

L'OAA 
En Ontario, Ia tache de donner suite 
aux recommandations soumises aux 
societes constituantes a ete confiee a un 
comite de !'association provinciale, dit 
"Housing Design", sous Ia presidence 
de M. R. Stirling Ferguson. Le travail 
de ce comite a compris !'organisation 
d'une serie de reunions entre des archi­
tectes et des constructeurs pour !'etude 
de sujets d'interet commun. Deux 
reunions ont deja eu lieu, Ia premiere 
en decembre 1960 et !'autre en mars 
1961. 

A Ia suite de ces reunions, un comite 
autonome appele "Ontario Committee 
on Community Design", compose de 
representants de l'OAA et de huit 
autres organismes interesses a Ia con­
struction et a l'amenagement, a ete 
constitue. Ce comite a pour objet d'as­
surer un meil!eur amenagement des 
quartiers d'habitation et de coordon­
ner l'activite des divers groupes qui 
participent a !'urbanisation. 

AAM, AAS et AAA 
Le 31 janvier 1961 , une assemblee re­
gion ale s'est tenue a Winnipeg avec 
des representants du Manitoba, de Ia 
Saskatchewan et de !'Alberta ainsi que 
!'adjoint special de l'IRAC. ll s'agissait 
d'etudier les moyens a Ia disposition 
des associations representees pour met­
tre le Rapport en oeuvre sur le plan 
provincial et local. 

Le comite de I' AAM, so us Ia presi­
dence de M. Morley Blankstein, s'est 
reuni le 8 fevrier afin d'aviser aux meil­
leurs moyens de donner suite a cer­
taines recommandations. A Ia suite de 
cette reunion , divers sous-comites ont 
ete formes. 

En Alberta, I' AAA a forme deux 
comites locaux. Celui de Ia ville d'Ed­
monton a pour president M. Garth 
Fleet et celui de Calgary, M. Jack 
Clayton aide de M. Alton M. Bowers. 

L ' AAS a aussi constitue un comite, 
qui se compose de M. W. E. Graham, 
de Saskatoon, president, et de M. A. E. 
Smith, de Regina. 

L'AIBC 
En Colombie-Britannique, l'Institut 
provincial des architectes compte main­
tenant son comite sous Ia presidence de 
M. W. G. Leithead. 

AANE et AANB 
Le deuxieme d'une serie de congres 
regionaux sur Ia mise en oeuvre des 
recommandations du Rapport sur les 
conditions de !'habitation soumises aux 
associations provinciales a eu lieu a 
Halifax du 15 au 17 fevrier, en meme 
temps que l'assemblee annuelle de 
!'Association des architectes de Ia Nou­
velle-Ecosse. 

Le congres a debute le 15 fevrier 
dans Ia matinee par une reunion des 
preposes a l'amenagement de Ia ville et 
du comte d'Halifax et de Ia province en 
general. L'etude des problemes locaux 
et regionaux a occupe la majeure partie 
de cette seance. L'apres-midi avait lieu 
une seance generale a laquelle le public 
etait invite et a laquelle participaient en 
particulier des representants de l'in­
dustrie du batiment, du Board of 
Trade, des institutions de prets et d'au­
tres groupements dont l'activite infiue 
sur l'amenagement de !'habitation. On 
a etudie de fa~on generale diverses re­
commandations soumises aux societes 
composantes. 

Les 16 et 17 fevrier, durant l'assem­
blee annuelle de l'AANE, le rapport a 
fait ]'objet d'une etude plus detaillee. 
Un comite de trois membres a ete 
forme, compose de MM. A. F. Duffus, 
president, H. F . Harrington et J. P. 
Dumaresq, afin de preparer les bases 
d'application du programme pour !'As­
sociation. 

Les membres du comite de l'AANB, 
MM. D. W. Jonsson, president, E. D. 
Duek-Cohen et Cyrille Roy, ont assiste 
a ce congres du J 5 au 17 fevrier. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
"SIMPLIFIED DESIGN OF REINFORCED CONCRETE", Second 
Edition, by Harry Parker. Published by John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc. 303 pages. Price $6.50. 

This second edition of one of the well-known "siMPLIFIED 
DESIGN" series of Prof Parker doesn't offer anything new as 
compared with the numerous printings of the first edition, 
except for some of the revised computation procedures of 
the latest Code of Practice of the American Concrete 
Institute, current nomenclature and sizes of reinforcing steel 
and a few similar minor procedural changes. It leaves out 
entirely the ultimate design approach for beams and 
columns subject to bending, which is recommended as an 
alternative even by the cautious and conservative ACI. 

In effect, the volume is devoted to the presentation of 
standard routines and practices, based on elastic theory, for 
the analysis and design of basic concrete elements of build­
ings, beams, slabs, columns, footings. etc. Rudimentary 
theory underlying such procedures is stated clearly and 
many numerical examples clarify further their applications. 

All this is offered in a positive and arbitrary manner so 
that an uninformed reader, without any other grounding 
either in the nature of concrete, or the assumptions and 
simplifications of theories, could be left with the impression 
that not much more can be expected from this material, that 
all the possibilities and doubts have been solved. This of 
course is far from the actual case and especially undesired 
for the architectural students. Considerable caution should 
therefore be exercised when using this book as a sole text 
for courses in reinforced concrete. 

For anyone realizing the potential of concrete, "siMPLI­
FIED DESIGN" might be useful as a guide reference and 
refresher for routine detailed work. 

The subtitle "For Architects and Builders" used in pre­
vious editions has been dropped and rightly so. An objection 
against its suitability for architects has been mentioned. 
Builders, as a rule, for work of any consequence, will use a 
qualified engineer. 

The material and presentation might however make this 
book very appropriate for technical schools and as reference 
for draftsmen and technicians. B. P. Wisnicki, Vancouver 

"IT's THE LAW!" by Bernard Tomson. Published by 
Channel Press. 436 pages. Price $7.50 (U.S.) 

North of the border this title is not to be taken literally, 
and even in the United States we hope that it was not the 
intention of the author to put lawyers out of work. The 
less strident sub-title, "Recognizing and Handling the 
Legal Problems of Private and Public Construction", is a 
more accurate indication of the scope of an unusually 
interesting and well-written book. 

For some years Bernard Tomson contributed a monthly 
column on matters of building law to "Progressive Archi­
tecture", and "It's the Law!"is based upon those columns. 
To those of us familiar with his columns that is sufficient 
recommendation in itself. He is now Judge Tomson, and 
the electors of Nassau County in the State of New York 
are to be congratulated on their choice. 

As well as obvious competence in his own profession 
of law and a knowledge of matters architectural, the 
author has exhibited a craftsmanship in writing far 
beyond the standard which this reviewer has come to 
expect from legal adventurers in literary fields. A remark­
ably successful effort has been made to provide a text 
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which is constantly interesting and flows on easily; at the 
same time references to reported court cases have been 
carefully set out and digests of other cases not touched 
upon in the text are conveniently collated on the end 
pages of each chapter. 

Canadian lawyers seldom examine the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States for guidance on 
matters of common law, as a great bulk of its work is on 
American constitutional issues. In the field of building 
law this is a mistake, as the Supreme Court is the court of 
final appeal in contract disputes involving the American 
federal government and Judge Tomson discusses a large 
number of such cases. In US vs Moorman, the Supreme 
Court of the United States upheld the validity of a clause 
in a government construction contract purporting to 
make the decision of a certain government officer final 
and binding between the parties on the matters of law as 
well as of fact. The Supreme Court pointed out the anal­
ogy between the facts of the case before it and of a case 
containing this provision: "The decision of the super­
vising architect as to the proper interpretation of the 
drawings and specifications shall be final". The Court 
commented on such a provision: "It is true that the inten­
tion of the parties to submit their contractual disputes to 
final determination outside the courts should be made 
manifest by plain language ... but this does not mean 
that hostility (on the Court's part) to such provisions can 
justify blindness to a plain intent of parties to adopt this 
method of settlement of their disputes. Nor should such 
an agreement of parties be frustrated by judicial 'inter­
pretation' of contracts". 

Another interesting problem with which Judge Tomson 
grapples is that of how far and in what circumstances 
architectural criticism may extend before the courts will 
consider it to be libellous. He appears to hold that archi­
tectural criticism may be trenchant and vigorous, but not 
to the point where it would be deemed to be an attack on 
the character and motive of the architect. Judge Tomson 
persuasively supports this view by illustrations from 
reported court decisions. 

One of the longest chapters is devoted to a discussion 
of what constitutes professional negligence on the part of 
an architect. Looking to the usefulness of this book to 
Canadian architects and lawyers, we could wish that the 
subject of negligence had been even more exhaustively 
considered by the author. Generally speaking, the law 
of negligence as it prevails in the Canadian provinces, 
except Quebec, is similar to that of most of the states of 
the American union. The principles are not embodied in 
statutes or codes, and are based on the customs and prac­
tices of the community as interpreted by judges in their 
decisions down through the years in the English common 
law tradition. 

On the other hand, it must be said that a substantial 
portion of Judge Tomson's book deals with matters on 
which American law is of scant interest to Canadians . 
There are also several places in the book where we 
venture to say that his statements do not represent the 
law as it stands today in any of the Canadian provinces. 
However, if it should not be taken as an authority on the 
law without a lawyer's prescription, "It's the Law!" will 
prove itself to be by far the most helpful and entertaining 
work in its field even to a Canadian architect. 

Meredith Fleming, Q.C. , Toronto 
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Executive Committee M eeting 
A feature of the Spring quarterly meeting of the RAIC 

Executive committee in Ottawa on Friday and Saturday, 
April 7 and 8, was the presentation at Government 
House on April 7 of an Honorary Fellowship to His 
Excellency, Major General Georges P. Vanier, Governor 
General of Canada. The Fellowship collar and certificate 
were presented to General Vanier by A. T. Galt Durn­
ford, Chancellor of the College of Fellows, in the pres­
cence of members of the Executive Committee. 

It was announced that the RAlC Special committee on 
the Preservation of Historic Buildings had received from 
the Historic Sites division of the Department of Northern 
Affairs and National Resources, a $1,000 grant to enable 
a group of architectural students from the University of 
Toronto to measure several important structures in the 
City of Kingston during the first week of May. This is the 
first step in a new program being jointly developed by 
Professor Arthur's committee and the Northern Affairs 
Department. 

The Royal Institute will participate in the National 
Conference on Technological Training when it is con­
vened by the Department of Labor at Ottawa May 9-10. 
The Institute representative will be D ' Arcy Helmer of 
Ottawa. 

The RAIC will also be represented by several archi­
tects as observers when the Hospitals and Health com­
mittee of the American Institute of Architects meets at 
the Windsor Hotel, Montreal, on May 8-10. 

The Executive Committee considered and approved 
for presentation to the 1961 Assembly in Quebec seven 
resolutions to be introduced by individual members. A 
report was received from Prof John Russell , Chairman of 
the Massey Medals committee, which warned that the 
deadline for receiving entries in the Massey Medals for 
Architecture competition is May 17, 1961. 

At a special Government House ceremony on April 7 th e 
Chancellor of the College of Fellows of the Royal Archi­
tectural Inst itute of Canada, A. T. Galt Durnford, (F), of 
Montreal, conferred an Honorary Fellowship upon his 
Excellency the Governor General, Major-General Georges 
P. Vanier. Shown above from left to right are: A. T. Galt 
Durnford, (F) , Montreal; Harland Steele, (F), Toronto, 
President of the RAIC; His Excellency; and Dr F. Bruce 
Brown, (F) , R egistrar of th e College of Fellows, and 
Honorary Secretary of the Royal Institute. 
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New Journal Assistant Editors 
LEONARD WEBSTER, who joined the Toronto starr of the 
Journal, early last winter, has been appointed assistant 
editor. Mr Webster, who was born in London, England, 
in 1929, studied art and architecture at the Southend-on 
Sea Municipal College, for four and a half years. 

Jn J 946 he joined the Works 
Services of the Royal En­
gineers and served for eleven 
years on Works pl a n·nin g 
staffs in Cyprus, Malta, Ger­
many and England. On re­
turning to civilian life in 
1957 he joined the architec­
tural firm of Brocklehurst, 
Cooper and Williamson, in 
High Wycombe , Bucking­
hamshire as senior assistant. 

.In 1959 he became asso­
ciated with Barbour Index 
Limited, a London firm spe­

cializing in the design and distribution of manufacturers 
product literature to Architectural firms in the United 
Kingdom . He came to Canada in June, 1960, and served 
briefly with a Toronto publishing firm before joining the 
staff of the Journal on November 1st. 

HENRY D . KALEN of Winnipeg has been appointed 
Journal Assistant Editor for the Prairie Provinces. He 
was born in Winnipeg in 1928. Following matriculation , 
he worked as an electrical draftsman for the Manitoba 
Power Commission and Winnipeg Electric Co. , then en-· 
tered the University of Manitoba School of Architecture, 

graduating in I 957. 
After graduation he worked 
for the Building Construc­
tion Branch of the Federal 
Department of Public 
Works. In the fall of 1959, 
he transferred to the Winni­
peg office of Green Blank­
stein & Russell as a project 
architect. He is now teach­
ing photography and assist­
ing in Fundamentals of De­
sign at the School of Archi­
tecture, University of Mani­
toba . 

His editorial experience began at College where he 
edited Perspective 1953 and contributed to various Uni­
versity publications. He is entering his 3rd year as a 
member of the Manitoba Editorial Committee for the 
Journal . His work in architectural photography is fami­
liar to Journal readers and he will have a one-man show 
at the Grant Gallery, Winnipeg, at the end of May. 

OBITUARY 

PROFESSOR FREDERIC LASSERRE, FRAIC, 50, Director of 
the School of Architecture, University of British Colum­
bia, was accidently killed while mountain climbing in 
England's lake district on April 6. He was in the United 
Kingdom on a CMHC Senior Fellowship to study domes­
tic architecture and housing conditions. He is survived 
by his wife, Ethel, and son, Montgomery, who were with 
him in England; and a daughter, Lynne, attending school 
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THERMAL INSULATION IN DWELLINGS 
by W. H. Ball 

Thermal insulation is installed in a build­
ing for several reasons. All of these relate to 
the primary characteristics of a thermal insu­
lating material; it provides relatively good 
resistance to the flow of heat. The reduction of 
heat loss in winter provides savings in heating 
costs and the reduction of heat gain in summer 
will reduce the cost of cooling where summer 
air-conditioning is provided. Insulation in 
walls, ceilings and sometimes floors is also de­
sirable in all buildings intended for human use 
because comfort conditions are more easily 
achieved. For buildings in which moderate to 
high relative humidities are to be maintained 
in winter, insulation is necessary to prevent 
surface condensation on walls, ceilings and 
floors. 

With few exceptions the basic constructions 
employed in dwellings do not of themselves 
provide sufficient insulating value. It is neces­
sary or desirable in most cases to add a layer 
of insulation to improve the over-all resistance 
to heat flow. Ideally it would be best if this 
insulating layer could be applied to the build­
ing in a manner similar to that of clothing on 
a person. In this way the insulation would be 
continuous over the building and its structure 
would be protected from the exb·emes of 
temperature both winter and summer. 

In wood-frame dwelling construction, it 
has been the custom to place insulation in 
spaces created between the framing members. 
With solid masonry walls it is common 
practice to create spaces for insulation with 
wood furring strips where batt or blanket in­
sulation is to be used. Board types of insulation 
such as cork and foamed polystyrene can be 
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pinned or glued to masonry and can also act 
as a base for plaster thus making it possible to 
achieve an uninterrupted insulating layer. 
Insulation may also be placed in cavities in 
certain types of masonry walls. 

Lack of care in the design and installation 
of insulation arrangements can create per­
formance problems that are a nuisance to 
building occupants and can result in the loss 
through increased maintenance costs of much 
of the savings achieved by an over-all reduc­
tion in heat loss. Problems arise initially 
because of lack of continuity in the insulating 
layer and the difficulties can be multiplied by 
careless installation and by lack of care in the 
selection of the insulating material. It is the 
purpose of this Digest to discuss a number o.f 
details relating to the use and installation of 
insulation that are important for good per­
formance. These will apply primarily to dwel­
ling construction but may have application 
also to other types of buildings, particularly 
those made of wood or of a combination of 
wood and masonry. 

\Vhile the primary objective in using in­
sulation is to reduce the over-all rate of heat 
flow, it is also important that the over-all 
resistance obtained should be uniformly good. 
Unless this is achieved, the variations in heat 
flow characteristics may lead to proportion­
ately high variations in surface temperatures. 
Such variations cause dust patterns on walls 
and ceilings. The lath marks noticeable on the 
plastered finish of old uninsulated houses 
result from this. Extreme variations in surface 
temperatures may lead also to wetting by 
condensation or to the formation of frost in 
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winter. It is scant reward for a building owner 
to knovv that he has paid for insulation to 
reduce his heating costs when he may be 
forced to redecorate walls and ceilings at 
frequent intervals, perhaps as frequently as 
once a year, to maintain an attractive interior 
for his premises. 

Some of the variations in surface tempera­
ture may arise from the particular construction 
used and may be difficult to avoid. Others, 
however, may be related to the way in which 
the insulation is installed and may be avoided 
with a little care during construction. Faulty 
installation can also at times lead to a serious 
reduction of the over-all effectiveness of the 
insulation in reducing heat flow. 

Insulation should fit snugly against framing 
members over its full thickness. If this is not 
achieved because of reduced edge thickness 
or inadequate width of the insulation, as 
shown in Fig. 1, the rate of heat loss and thus 
the surface temperature variations at framing 
members will be increased. 

The question of the best location for batt 
or blanket insulations which do not completely 
fill wall spaces is often raised. The "warm 
side'' location of Fig. 1 is generally used 
because the vapour barrier normally provided 
with the batt or blanket can be lapped over 
the interior faces of the framing members. But 
the alternative location, with the batt or 
blanket placed toward the cold side produces 
more uniform surface temperature patterns, 
and is less subject to the influence of the 
faults shown in Fig. 1. The framing members 
are then mainly on the warm side of the in­
sulation and have less effect on the warm side 
surface temperature. With this installation it is 
essential that a separate vapour barrier be 
applied over the interior face of the framing 
members since the vapour barrier provided 
with the insulation cannot readily be sealed 
against the sides of the framing members. 

Batt, blanket, or membrane-type insulations 
located midway in a space can create per­
formance problems if not carefully installed. 
It is essential in developing the full potential 
of such arrangements that they be sufficiently 
well sealed to the framing members at the 
sides as well as at top and bottom so that air 
cannot circulate from one air space to another. 
Gaps at one level only need not be serious but 
gaps of from }~ to 18 inches in width at top and 
bottom of wall spaces can allow almost the full 
normal air circulation which would occur if 
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the insulation were not present, as illustrated 
in Fig. 2. A similar situation can arise in the 
case of ceiling insulation in winter when air 
tends to rise from below the insulation, or in 
floor insulation in summer when the cooler air 
above the insulation tends to fall, thus trans­
porting heat around the insulation and 
reducing its effectiveness. 

Fill Insulation 
Fill insulation is seldom used in the walls 

of new wood-frame structures because there 
is difficulty in controlling its density, and, 
unless this can be done, there is always the 
possibility of settlement of the insulation. 
Settlement of insulation in wall spaces would 
leave the upper portions of walls with no 
protection against high heat loss. While the 
increased heating cost due to small settlements 
might not be significant, the variation in in­
terior surface temperatures could be trouble­
some. 

Fill insulation can be applied readily over 
most ceilings between joists. Some materials 
are specially prepared or are naturally suited 
for simply pouring them from the shipping 
containers. Other materials require that they 
be "fluffed'' or expanded, either mechanically 
or pneumatically, and are often placed by 
blowing into the attic. Whichever method of 
placing the insulation is used it should always 
be distributed over the ceiling to ensure that 
a uniform layer of insulation of adequate 
density is provided. This may require that the 
surface of the insulation be levelled either by 
hand or with a special rake designed for the 
purpose. Unless the insulation is uniformly 
applied dust marking and surface condensation 
can result. Serious settlement of ceiling insu­
lation may also reduce its over-all effectiveness 
through reduction in thickness, and the density 
in place should be sufficient to ensure mainte­
nance of the desired minimum thickness. The 
increased density brought about by settlement 
will usually improve the insulating value per 
inch of thickness, but this will never be great 
enough to offset the effect of decrease in 
thickness. 

The recent trend toward low-slope roofs 
has increased the difficulty of making a good 
installation of fill insulation in many attics. The 
insulation must be literally "shot" onto some 
portions of the ceiling and it is most difficult to 
achieve a proper distribution even with the 
use of long-handled rakes. In addition it is 
difficult in such cases to make a good appli-



cation at the junction of the ceiling and out­
side walls, so often the insulation is reduced 
in thickness near and over the top of the wall. 

The Insulation of Flat Roofs 
Insulation for flat roofs may be placed 

either between joists as illustrated in Fig. 3 (a), 
or on top of the roof deck as in Fig. 3 (b) . 
Variations of both methods are also used. That 
of Fig. 3(a) may, for example, have batt insu­
lation placed between furring strips running at 
right angles, below the joists. 

The methods of installation similar to that 
of 3 (a) are sometimes criticized because it is 
often difficult to provide adequate ventilation 
above the insulation in large roof areas, and 
in locations where buildings are erected side 
by side. Condensation problems have been 
reported in constructions of this type even 
where an attempt has been made to control it 
by the use of a vapour barrier and ventilation. 
As a result there has been a tendency to favour 
the type of installation illustrated by Fig. 
3(b). 

Installation of insulation above the roof 
sheathing has the advantage that the roof 
structure is protected from large variations in 
temperahu·e. In addition, water piping and 
electrical wiring can be installed within the 
structure without interference with the insu­
lation or the vapour barrier. The main dis­
advantage is that the insulation is sealed be­
tween the vapom barrier and the built-up roof­
ing (also a vapom barrier). If moisture is present 
in the insulation when it is placed or subse­
quently enters it through the vapour barrier 
it may cause blistering of the built-up roof 
covering due to the expansion of the water 
vapour on heating by the sun. Some protection 
against this type of roofing failure might be 
achieved by strapping over the insulation of 
Fig. 3 (b) to create a ventilated air space, and 
adding roof sheathing to carry the roof cover­
ing. This type of construction is recommended 
particularly for those cases where the insulation 
layer consists of material such as lightweight 
concrete which has a high moisture content 
when placed, and for cases where it is im­
possible to ensure that the insulation will be 
roofed in a dry condition. 

Insulation of Floors in Basementless Houses 
Heat loss from floors in basementless 

buildings can be controlled in two ways: the 
foundation wall may be insulated either on 
the inside or on the outside, or the floor struc­
ture itself may be insulated. 

Good floor insulation practice is illustrated 
in Fig. 4 (a) . The chief disadvantage of this 
is that the crawl space follows outside temper­
ature; water pipes have to be protected against 
freezing and heating ducts must be insulated 
to limit heat loss to tl1e crawl space. 

The disadvantages of a cold crawl space 
are overcome in the method shown in Fig. 
2 (b) in which the foundation wall is insulated. 
It allows the use of almost any type of board, 
batt, or blanket insulation on the foundation 
walls. The application of a proper vapour bar­
rier on the warm side of the insulation is 
difficult, particularly between the joists, and 
some wetting by condensation in winter may 
have to be tolerated. Alternatively, insulation 
may be applied on the outside of the foun­
dation walls, extending for 6 inches or more 
below grade. This has the advantage of keep­
ing the foundation walls and footings warmer. 
But the requirement for exterior protection 
will add to its cost and the insulation must be 
water- and rot-resistant. 

A recommended method of insulating the 
edge of a concrete slab foundation is shown 
in Fig. 4 (b). Here, as in the case of insulation 
placed on the outside of a foundation wall, 
the kind of insulation that should be used is 
limited to one which is not affected by mois­
ture and contact with the ground. 

Conclusion 
The statements and recommendations made 

here are supported by observations of both 
satisfactory and unsatisfactory thermal per­
formance in buildings, particularly houses, by 
staff members of the Division of Building 
Research and others. In several instances the 
problems observed in buildings have been 
studied in the laboratory so that the phe­
nomena involved are known, and the sug­
gestions made are based on this combination 
of experience. 

This is one of a series of publications being Produced by the Division cf Building Research of the National Research Council as a 
contribution toward better building in Canada. The Division has issued many publications desc1·ibing the work carried out in the several 
fields of research for which it is responsible. A list of these Pttblications and additional copies of this Building Digest can be obtained 
!ly writing to the Publications Section, Division of Building Research, N aticnal Research Council, Ottawa, Canada. 
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in Switzerland. The funeral took place in England. A 
Memorial Service was held at the University of British 
Columbia on April 15 . 

In the tragic death of Fred Lasserre the profession has 
lost a gifted and devoted member, and a teacher who has 
contributed immeasurably to the progress of architec­
tural education in Canada. The Journal joins his students, 
graduates of his school, the Faculty and his many friends 
and admirers in extending its deepest sympathy to his 
wife and family. 

On April6, 1961 FREDERIC LASSERRE met with a fatal 
accident while mountain climbing in England. He was on 
leave of absence in Europe from his fourteen years of 
uninterrupted duties as Director of the School of Archi­
tecture at the University of British Columbia. 

Mountain climbing was to him a symbol of man's spiri­
tual aspirations. Whenever it was possible for him and he 
felt the need to refresh his mind with the greater aims of 
architecture and education, he tried to get away to the 
mountains to free himself from the over-bearing details 
of administrative work. 

Fred Lasserre was born in Switzerland in 1 911. His 
father brought him to Canada, where he received his 
schooling and finished his fourth year at the School of 
Architecture, University of Toronto. He then returned 
to Switzerland to complete his architectural training. 

His aspiring and ambitious mind early made him an 
active member in the Avant Garde movements of social 
and architectural reform of that period. In England he 
worked for a while with the firm of Tecton, then in the 
forefront of the contemporary architectural movement. 
During the war he again participated with a group of 
idealistic young men to plan for a bright future for post­
war Canada. At that time he was already interested in 
architecture as a medium of expressing and giving physi­
cal form to the ideals of the community. 

I first met Fred when he had started his teaching career 
at the School of Architecture, McGill University, at the 
end of the war. We collaborated in the design of a church. 
In 1946 he was called by Dr N. A. M. Mackenzie to 
establish and develop a new school of architecture at the 
University of British Columbia. With tremendous energy 
he pursued a broad pattern of education laid out by him­
self in a manner unique in Canada. From the beginning 
he included in his staff an eminent artist and an engineer 
interested specifically in structures. Later an economist­
sociologist was added to the staff and a community plan­
ner to complete the broad basis from which he felt archi­
tectural design must arise. It was his last wish to add a 
landscape designer to this. 

In addition to his contribution as a teacher and ad­
ministrator Fred Lasserre designed a number of distin­
guished houses and buildings on the University campus; 
among the latter the International House and the Faculty 
Club should be mentioned particularly. He also partici­
pated in the design of the War Memorial Gymnasium. 
Fred Lasserre was very active in the professional organi­
zation as well as community work, in which his contribu­
tion has been invaluable. He was often outspoken in 
voicing his criticisms and suggesting ideas of reform in 
matters affecting his profession and the physical pattern 
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of the community of British Columbia, of which he was 
so proud. He was well aware that this often brought him 
into conflict. Neither to himself nor to his colleagues was 
Fred Lasserre an "easy man". Of both he asked the high­
est standards. His contributions to the British Columbia 
scene, as in fact in Canada, will be sorely missed in the 
architectural community . Wolfgang Gerson 

COMPETITION 

CMHC Smyth Road Competition Goes 
Into Second Stage, With Five Participants 

On the recommendation of the Jury of Award, Cen­
tral Mortgage and Housing Corporation on April 14 
decided to extend its Smyth Road Development Com­
petition in Ottawa (Journal, September 1960) into a 
second stage, and has invited five of the 39 competitors 
who entered the initial competition to participate. The 
five, who will each receive a special grant from CMHC 
towards the expense of preparing their entries for the 
second stage, are: 

Fairfield, Dubois, Cheney, Strong, Toronto. 
W. M. Schacter, N. H. Schoenauer, Montreal. 
Smith Carter Searle Associates, Winnipeg. 
H. A. Swanson, Toronto. 
Fraser Watts, Toronto. 
Judging of the second stage entries will be in mid-June. 

Carpet Design 
An international competition, approved by the RAIC, for 

carpet designs has been announced by Carpet Trades Ltd. 
Entries may be submitted for three Classes, designs for a 
Wilton, for a Spool Axminster, and for a design for modern 
living. The first prize for each Class is £400; with second and 
third prizes of £100 and £50. The winning designs will be 
purchased by the firm on the usual commercial basis. Judges 
are Lord Bosson, LL.D, FRIBA, JP; Sir Ernest Goodale, 
CBE, MC; Paul Reilly, Director, Council of Industrial De­
sign; Marian Russell, ARIBA, FSIA; Neville Ward, B.Arch, 
ARIBA, FSIA; and Anna Zinkeisen, ROI, RDI. Entry 
forms may be obtained from the firm at Mill Street, Kidder­
minster, England. Closing date for entries is September 30, 
1961. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
The following letter has been received by Peter 

Dobush (F), Chairman of the RAIC Committee of In­
quiry into the Design of the Urban Environment: 

"Dear Sir, 
I have recently read with great interest your commit­

tee's report and I feel compelled to tell you of the en­
couragement it brought me. 

I am a student of Landscape Architecture at the Uni­
versity of Michigan, and until reading your report I was 
doubtful of the acceptance I would find for my profession 
on my return to Canada. 

The attitudes and recommendations expressed in your 
report have heartened me to more vigorously pursue my 
field of endeavor. I hope in the near future to contribute 
some small part to the better design of the Canadian 
urban environment. John D. Milliken, 

Ann Arbor, Mich . 
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Editor, RAIC Journal: 

I was delighted to read the article on urban renewal in 
Kingston in your February, 1961 issue. The article succeeds 
in conveying much of the excitement in the visual scene 
which could follow urban renewal on a reasonable scale in 
many of our cities. 

[ wonder if you could possibly let me have a copy of this 
issue for my own use. 

Stanley H. Pickett, Assistant Director, 
Urban R enewal and Public Housing Division , 
CMHC, Ottawa. 

POSITIONS VA CANT 

Graduate architect wanted, minimum three years ex­
perience. Salary open, usual benefits, insurance. Apply 
in writing for interview to C. A. Fowler & Co, P 0 Box 
514, Halifax, N.S. 

British architectural firm offers position for year or so 
at usual professional salary to young Canadian architect 
with two to four years experience desirous of adding to 
knowledge and experience in Britain and parts of Europe. 
Write Clive Pascall , FRIBA, 14 Half Moon Street, Lon­
don, Wl. 

The Department of Art and Archeology, University of 
Southwestern Louisiana, requires two additional mem­
bers for the Faculty of Architecture, to teach chiefly 
fourth or fifth year design, with an additional technical or 
historical course. Apply to Raymond D. Reed, Chairman 
of Architecture, at the University, P 0 Box 476, USL 
Station, Lafayette, La., USA. 

Applications are invited for the position of Director of 
a School of Architecture to be established at the Nova 
Scotia Technical College, Halifax. Preferred qualifica­
tions are: A Master's degree in Architecture; a number 
of years of teaching experience in a school of architec­
ture; a membership in a provincial association of Archi­
tects; and experience in the professional field. Applica­
tions should be addressed to The President, Nova Scotia 
Technical College, P 0 Box 1000, Halifax, N.S. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

Position in Canada with view of gaining experience in 
architecture wanted by graduate of Faculty of Architec­
ture, Istanbul University, M Sc degree 1959; experience 
in design, engineering, detailing and urbanism; age 26, 
single. Spencer Ayhan, lkinci Beyler Sok No 43, Izmir, 
Turkey. 

Position as architectural designer or draftsman in Canada 
wanted by graduate of Faculty of Architecture, Technical 
University of Istanbul, with MSc degree, 1956; three years 
part time experience in drawing and design ; two years pro­
fessional experience in military service on military building 
estimates and surveys; two years teaching experience as 
assistant at Technical University of Istanbul plus private 
practice, dwellings, shopping centre, hospital. At present in 
US working on Master's Degree in City Planning. Ahmet 
Turhan Beygo, 1336 N. University, Ann Arbor, Michigan , 
USA. 
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Appointments 
William A. Allan, Gold Medallist of the University of 

Manitoba School of Architecture in 1936, has been ap­
pointed Principal of the Architectural Association School 
of Architecture in London, England . 

PROVINCIAL NEWS 
School of Architecture to be Established 
at Nova Scotia Technical College, Halifax 

A School of Architecture is to be established at the 
Nova Scotia Technical College in Halifax, and classes 
will begin in September 1961. 

The Course will require four years at the Technical 
College, and will lead to the Bachelor's degree. The 
qualification for admission to the College will be satisfac­
tory completion of two years of the uniform engineering 
course at one of the associated universities. The universi­
ties associated with the Nova Scotia Technical College 
are Acadia, Dalhousie, Mount Allison, St Francis Xavier, 
StMary's, Memorial of Newfoundland, and New Bruns­
wick. Each gives the first three years of a uniform engi­
neering degree course; and the Nova Scotia Technical 
College gives the last two years, in the departments of 
civil, electrical, mechanical , mining and metallurgical, 
and chemical engineering. 

Ontario Committee on Housing Design 
As part of its program for the implementation of the 

RAIC residential environment Report, an Ontario Com­
mittee on housing design has been formed by the Ontario 
Association of Architects and eight other organizations 
in the building and planning field. The purpose of the 
Committee is to obtain improvement in community de­
sign and encourage greater co-ordination among the dif­
ferent groups which operate in the business of planning 
and building communities. 

The following organizations have appointed members 
to the Committee: 

Urban Development Institute; Toronto Builders Ex­
change; Central Ontario Chapter, Town Planning Insti­
tute of Canada; Association of Professional Engineers 
of Ontario; Ontario Association of Real Estate Boards; 
Toronto Metropolitan Home Builders Association; Bell 
Telephone Company of Canada; Consumers' Service 
Division, Ontario Hydro. 

Some other organizations have been invited and are 
considering membership in the Committee and several 
already have expressed a willingness to act as observer 
members. 

One of the principal terms of reference for this broadly 
representative committee will be the report prepared by 
the RAIC Committee of Inquiry into Residential En­
vironment. This report includes a number of specific re­
commendations for improvement. These will be con­
sidered carefully as part of the program of the Ontario 
Committee. 

Sponsored initially by the OAA and formed at a meet­
ing at their headquarters on March 8th, this Committee 
is expected to become completely autonomous, having 
equal relationships with each of the supporting organisa­
tions. 

At the inaugural meeting on March 8th, an active 
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program of work was discussed but details were left to a 
small steering committee to resolve. Alan Scott (Urban 
Development Institute), Edward Cumming (Town Plan­
ning Institute), and Stirling Ferguson (OAA) were elected 
as the Steering Committee. 

The OAA has been studying the subject of community 
design for a number of years. Recently joint meetings 
have been held with the Toronto Metropolitan Home 
Builders Association to consider the special problems of 
providing professional services for builders. Two meet­
ings of this joint group have already been held and con­
siderable progress has been made. It is expected that 
these discussions will continue within the framework of 
the Ontario Committee which has now been formed . 

REGISTRATIONS 
Ontario Association of Architects 
March 2, 1961 

Antonuk, Boris, Bernard, J . ADBA (Ecole des Beaux 
Arts , Montreal). 197 Parker Street, P.O. Box 1017, 
Sturgeon Falls, Ont. (Rene Richard). 

Cuhaci, Edward Joseph, Dipl.Ing.Arch . (Tech. Univ. of 
Istanbul) . 157 Riverdale A venue, Ottawa, Ont. (Project 
Architect, CMHC). 

Fraser, William Alexander, Dip.Arch., (Abdn .) ARIAS, 
ARIBA (Aberdeen School of Arch) . 2377 Chilver Road, 
Windsor, Ont . (Pennington & Carter, Windsor). 

Kivilo, Harry, (Grad. of Arch. Dept Stockholm School of 
Technology). 12 Crestwood Avenue, Montreal West , PQ. 
(Harry Kivilo, Architect) . 

Landau, Aaron, B.Arch. (Univ. of Tor). 19 Meadow­
brook Avenue, Toronto 19, Ont . (Bregman & Hamann, 
Toronto) . 

Pain , Marek Piotr, Dipl.Arch. (Polish Univ. College -
School of Arch. London, Eng). 269 Heath Street East, 
Toronto 7, Ont. (Marek Pain, Architect). 

Rowland, Douglas Charles, BSc. (Queens Univ.) M.Arch 
(Harvard) . 1 Oriole Road, Apt 610, Toronto, Ont. (John 
B. Parkin Associates, Toronto) . 

Wimbs, John Beckett, ARIBA. 48 Munson Crescent, 
Scarborough, Ont. (Crang & Boake, Toronto) . 

The Alberta Association of Architects 
January 1, 1961 

Campbell-Hope, Bryan Thomas, "Certificate of Ap­
proval" University of Alberta. 9834- 1 06th Street, Ed­
monton, Alta. (Dept of Public Works, Government of 
Alberta) 

Delesalle, Philippe Emile Marie, B.Arch. (McGill) Suite 
1, 7 35 - 8th A venue S. W ., Calgary, Alberta (Cohos & 
Delesalle) 

January 11, 1961 

Long, John W. , B.S.Arch. Pennsylvania State College. 
615 Bentall Building, Calgary, 444 Seventh A venue 
S. W. (J. W. Long) 

Pratt, Blake Frederick, "Certificate of Approval" Uni­
versity of Alberta. 8411 -109th Street, Edmonton, Alta. 
(Aberdeen, Groves & Associates) 
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Quebec 
The Executive Offices of the PQAA will move to the 

new quarters purchased by the Association at 1825 
Boulevard Dorchester West on September 30th, 1961. 
The present occupants of the property, which was pur­
chased by the Association in 1959, move out on the 1st 
of May and renovations will begin immediately under 
the direction of Jean-Louis Lalonde. 

Our Members enquire from time to time whether the 
Association is a subscriber to any particular plan of hos­
pital , retirement or other, insurance. When the Associa­
tion receives enquiries of this nature, we advise the mem­
bers that the PQAA has no policy in this matter, and 
recommends that members make their own individual 
arrangements with insurance companies of their choice. 

Du Secretariat de l'AAPQ 
Doit-on ajouter foi aux rapports de clients insatisfaits 

qui nous appellent pour se plaindre de leurs architectes? 
Un homme de profession nous communiquait dernie­

rement son aventure. Desireux de se faire construire une 
residence bien a son gout, il se rend chez un architecte 
pour discuter des conditions. L'homme de l'art lui fixe 
un prix pour les esquisses preliminaires et lui laisse en­
tendre que s'il decide de batir, ce prix sera compris dans 
Je total des honoraires. Comme le cout estimatif des tra­
vaux depassait d'environ cinq mille dollars le capital dont 
disposait le client, le projet tombe faute de fonds. Pour 
sa punition d'avoir renonce a son ambition, Je client re­
<;oit un compte equivalent a trois fois le prix convenu. 
Presse de questions, l'interlocuteur nous donne des chif­
fres. Meme si le montant original a ete triple, l'etat de 
compte demeure encore en de<;a du minimum prevu au 
Tableau des honoraires pour tels travaux partiels . Rien 
n'indique toutefois qu'il s'agissait d'etudes preliminaires 
au sens que lui donne !'article II du Tableau d'honoraires 
minimum et pour lesquelles un cinquieme des honoraires 
est decrete. Vous pouvez, si vous le voulez, tirer tout de 
meme vos conclusions. Pour votre information, et vous 
vous en doutiez, il ne s'agit pas Ia helas! d'une plainte 
unique en son genre. 

Au cours des quatre dernieres annees, Je Comite de 
pratique professionnelle a pris connaissance d'environ 
une centaine de dossiers. Des suspensions ont ete infiigees 
dans quelques cas. De toutes les plaintes re<;ues , une seule 
se rapportait directement au tarif. L'architecte vise dans 
ce dernier cas nous a produit un contrat ou figurait Je 
fameux 57'o : l'affaire a ete close. Est-ce a dire pour cela 
que to us les membres de 1' Association reclament des 
honoraires en accord avec les dispositions du bareme? 
Chacun est libre de penser ce qu'il veut. Plusieurs pre­
tendent qu'ils se sont vu refuser !'octroi de contrats parce 
qu'ils demandaient "trap cher" en exigeant Je tarif. Quel­
que temps s'ecoule et ils constatent avec amertume qu'un 
confrere, sans doute plus habile, a reussi a convaincre le 
client. S'ils s'ecoutaient, l'envie leur ferait faire des juge­
ments temeraires. Par ailleurs , de !'avis de certains qui ne 
sont pas les mains haut grades dans I' AAPQ (sans malice 
pour les autres), le Tableau des honoraires n'est pas tenu 
en aussi haute estime par les architectes que la Bible par 
les Temoins de Jehovah. 
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Si tout ce qu'on rapporte et raconte n'est pas que faus­
sete, il nous paralt qu'on ne peut laisser une situation 
semblable se continuer indefiniment. Si le Tableau n'est 
qu 'un tarif suggere qu'on montre au client pour lui don­
ner une idee du cout de ses services professionnels, il 
faudrait le traiter de Ia sorte, com me le font plusieurs des 
Etats voisins. Par contre, si le taux determine est un strict 
minimum au-dessous duquel il est absolument impossible 
de faire un travail sans tromper Ia confiance du client, il 
faut voir tres serieusement a son application integrate. 

Lors de la rencontre initiate du nouveau Comite des 
recherches, M. John B. Parkin, de Toronto, a propose 
qu'on etudie d'une fa<;on generale si c'est possible de 
faire observer un tableau d'honoraires. Si la chose s'avere 
realisable, eh bien! il faudra prendre les dispositions pour 
faire respecter le Tableau par tous et en tout temps. Si 
par contre on conclut a la negative, il ne restera plus 
qu'a laisser tomber le reglement. Une loi qu 'on ne peut 
faire observer n'a pas sa raison d'etre. 

Des membres s'enquierent de temps a autre si 1' Asso­
ciation adhere a un plan particulier d'assurance-hospita­
lisation ou autre. Pour le benefice de tous les membres, 
nous rappelons notre lettre-circulaire de l'an dernier par 
laquelle nous a visions nos Membres que l' Association a 
adopte com me politique de n'endorser aucune compagnie 
ni aucun agent d'assurance, dans quelque branche que 
ce soit. Bien entendu, nos Membres ont tout loisir pour 
s'assurer individuellement aupres de toute compagnie 
d'assurance de leur choix. 

Le ler mai 1961 marque le depart de nos locataires 
du 1825 ouest, boulevard Dorchester, et le debut des 
travaux de renovation. Sous la direction de Jean-Louis 
Lalonde dont le Conseil a retenu les services, la propriete 
que !'Association a acquis en 1959 sera transformee en 
bureaux. Notre propriete consiste en deux batisses dont 
la maison principale, autrefois la residence du Senateur 
Rainville, abritera les services administratifs. Le Conseil, 
l'Executif et les Comites y tiendront leurs reunions . 
Quant a !'ancien garage double a l'arriere, surmonte de 
ce qui tout recemment encore etait un studio, il sert pre­
sentement de glte a une famille. On discute !'idee de le 
convertir en club d'architectes. A cette fin on projette de 
consulter tous les membres au moyen d'un referendum 
qui se tiendra prochainement. D'ici la , les locataires de 
l'arriere ne seront pas deplaces, et les rencontres d'archi­
tectes se feront dans la batisse principale. On se propose 
meme de servir des repas legers a ceux qui daigneront 
assister a des reunions de comite a l'heure du lunch. Le 
Cercle d'etudes egalement y transportera ses activites. 

Notre bail a !'edifice Birks expire le 30 septembre 
prochain, ce qui veut dire que les locaux de la rue Dor­
chester devront etre prets a nous recevoir avant la fin de 
septembre. Meme si !'occupation d'une batisse rajeunie 
ne constitue pas un exploit remarquable de la part d'une 
association d'architectes, il faut tout de meme saluer cette 
transition comme une etape dans l'histoire de l'AAPQ et 
souhaiter que ces nouveaux quartiers permettent de mul­
tiplier les rencontres et ainsi resserrer les liens entre con­
freres. Jacques Tisseur 
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• Foot-Grilles only are dirt 

collectors. 

• Bolar's have been used success­
fully thousands of times . 

• The quality of Bolar extends 

beyond the appearance. 

• Bolar grilles are made for 

keeps. 

• New designs. 

• Several materials. 

• Various combinations. 

BOLAR 
THE ORIGINAL 

FOOT -GRILLE 

BOLAR FOOT GRILL CO. LTD. 
4362 Forest Street Montreal North, P.Q. 
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CITY OF QUEBEC 

This month the Journal presents 

its annual issue on the RAIC As­

sembly City. Of all communities 

in Canada, Quebec is one of the 

most attractive and members who 

have not previously had an op­

portunity to visit the City will find 

much of interest in this presenta­

tion, the material for which was 

selected and prepared by a com­

mittee of the Quebec Chapter of 

the PQAA. The Journal is in­

debted to Mr Philippe Cote, the 

Chairman, and the members of 

his Committee, Messrs Leopold 

Fontaine (F), Fernand Caron, 

Charles E. Lessard, Edouard Fiset 

(F) and Gilles Cote. We also wish 

to acknowledge the assistance of 

Quebec architects whose work is 

presented; of the Chateau Fron­

tenac, and particularly of Mr 

Jacques Varry, Editor of Architec­

ture-Batiment-Construction . 

VILLE DE QUEBEC 

Ce mois-ci, le Journal presente le 

numero consacre a Ia localite 

choisie pour l'assemblee annu­

elle. De toutes les collectivites du 

Canada, Quebec est l'une des 

plus attrayantes et ceux de ses 

membres qui, jusqu'a present, 

n'ont pas eu !'occasion de Ia visi­

ter trouveront dans ce numero un 

interet accru. La selection du ma­

teriel et sa mise au point a ete 

faite par un comite de Ia societe 

des Architectes de Quebec et le 

Journal est redevable a M. Phi­

lippe Cote, president du comite, 

ainsi qu'aux membres suivants: 

MM. Leopold Fontaine (F), Fer­

nand Caron, Charles E. Lessard, 

Edouard Fiset (F) et Gilles Cote. 

Nos remerciements vont egale­

ment aux architectes de Quebec 

dont les oeuvres sont represen­
tees, a Ia direction du Chateau 

Frontenac et, en particulier, a M. 

Jacques Varry, Editeur de Archi­

tecture-Batiment-Construction. 
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Model 48GT 
280 lbs. / hr. 
capacity. 
Door accepts 
large boxes. 
Self·supporting 
stack cuts 
installation 
costs. 

Other Portable 
Models 50 to 
500 lbs./hr. 
for burning 
waste in: 
Institutions 
Industrial 
plants 
Apartment 
homes 
Schools 
Supermarkets 
Hospitals 
Hotels, etc. 

Plibrico portable incinerators 

EASY to specify! 
EASY to install! 

Compact, prefabricated Plibrico incinerators are designed to fit most installa­
tion sites without modifications. Right or left hand charging; top, side or front 
breeching outlets make it simple to hook up to existing stacks at minimum 
expense. Units are shipped knocked down for easy assembly where access to 
site is limited by narrow passages-factory assembled when space is no problem. 

Plibrico designs and manufactures a complete line of portable and field erected 
incinerators for institutional, industrial and pathological waste disposal. 

Send for FREE Catalog 63 giving complete 
data on portable and large field erected 

incinerators-or see Sweet's catalog. 

~~~ i )) 'l•i ., () INCINERATORS 

PLIBRICO (CANADA) LIMITED 

0 365 

Dept. 7, Box 10, New Toronto, Ontario 
Halifax . Montreal • Winnipeg • Vancouver 
REFRACTORY PRODUCTS • ENGINEERING • CONSTRUCTION 

COMING EVENTS 

May 3-7, 1961 
Canadian Conference of the Arts 

O'Keefe Centre, Toronto 

May 14-16, 1961 
17th Canadian Regional Conference 

Illuminating Engineering Society 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel, Montreal 

May 17-20, 1961 
RAIC 54th Annual Assembly 
Chateau Frontenac, Quebec 

July 3-7, 1961 
Vlth Congress 

International Union of Architllcts 
London, Eng. (Registrations, RIB A) 

July 17-18, 1961 
Massachusetts lost. of Technology 

Special Summer Program 
City & Regional Planning 

August 30-September 2, 1961 
Conference on Shell Structures 

Civil Engineering Dept, 
Technical Univers ity, 

Delft, Netherlands 

September 25-28, 1961 
1961 Industrial Building Exposition 

New York Coliseum, New York 
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HEAT PUMP 
New H ea t Pump Condition er 
combines the performance of a 
winter furnace and a summer air 
conditioner, all in one compact, 
easy-to-install unit . Now whole­
house electrical heating and cooling 
are practical, t hanks to Fedders 
economi cal Heat Pump principle 
... extracts " natural" heat from 
outdoor air . 
When your plans call for the most 
modern heating system, specify 
Fedders . . . the "comfort con­
di tioner" that makes all other 
systems obsolete ! 

Complete , compact, comfort condi tion ers 

FEDDERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 

division of 

GENERAL STEEL WARES LIMITED 
199 RIVER ST. 

TORONTO EM. 2-2981 
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Crane Ltd Toronto Showroom 
The Crane Company has opened a 

Toronto showroom located on the 
ground floor of the Union Carbide 
Bui lding at 123 Eglinton Avenue East. 

On display is the full range of plumb­
ing fittings and equ ipment manufac­
tured by Crane. The services of a full 
time information officer are also avail­
able to members of the profession and 
the general public seeking additional 
details. 

Literature and specifications on all 
Crane equipment is avai lable upon ap­
plication to Crane Ltd, 123 Eglinton 
Avenue East , Toronto, Ontario. 

<> 
Robertson Q-Air Floor 

This development wi ll add heating 
and air conditioning facilities to the 
present electrical ava il ability provided 
by Robertson Q-Floor. 

By eliminating the necessity for sus­
pended secondary ducts, this system 
provides substantial economies in 
bui lding heights , material and labour. 
Although the literature is written 
around the dual-duct, high pressure 
principle, our material can be readily 
adapted to most air-conditioning sys­
tems. For details write to Robertson­
Irwin Ltd , Ham ilton , Ont. 

<> 
Rawlplug Products (Canada) Ltd. 

A two-page catalogue describing a 
variety of their fastening devices has 
been issued by Rawlplug Products 
(Canada) Limited. A short description 
of eight types of fasteners, including 
illustrations, uses, and sizes available, 
is given. 

Copies are available on request 
from: Rawlplug Products (Canada) 
Limited, 7320 Upper Lachine Road, 
Montreal 28. Que. 

<> 
Semi-Solid Partition 

Canadian Gypsum Company, Limi­
ted has developed a semi-solid partition 
for residential use. 

The partition system consists of face 
layers of %-inch SHEETROCK gyp­
sum wallboard applied to each side of 
8-inch wide ribs of l-inch gypsum core­
board. Panels are nailed to wood floor 
and ceiling runners and laminated on 
the job to coreboard with PERF-A­
T APE joint cement. All other parts are 
made of fireproof gypsum . Ribs are 
avai lable in a standard length of 71;2-ft , 
leaving room when in place for electri­
cal conduit. Maximum partition height 
is 10ft. 

Detailed Products Guide 

An indispensible guide to regul ar 
users of concrete ad-mixtures, iron­
armoured floor products, grouting and 
waterproofing material and other re­
lated products in the Product Data 
Guide issued by the Master Builders 
Company. It provides information cov­
ering the use of a ll Master Builders pro­
ducts for improving concrete and other 
mason ry products. 

Write to The Master Builders Com­
pany, Ltd , Toronto 15, Canada, for a 
copy of Bullet in X-1 (Canada) . 

<> 
CCBDA Publications 

The two 8-page CCBDA Publica­
tions No. 2, "Soldered and Brazed 
Joints in Copper Tube" and No . 3, 
"Copper Drainage Tube DWV", are 
now avai lable in the French language. 
These French editions are des ignated as 
CCBDA Publications No. 2F, "Sou­
dage et Brasage Des Tubes en Cuivre" 
and No. 3F, "Tube d'evacuation en 
cuivre de type DWV". All of these 
books are intended to be used as stan­
dard references on the subj ect for those 
concerned with, or interested in , the use 
of copper tube. 

The F rench and English ed itions are 
available without charge, from the 
Canadian Copper and Brass Develop­
ment Association, 55 Yonge Street, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

<> 
Thin-Gauge Elastic Flashing 

Development of a thin-gauge flexible 
sheet for through-wall flashing and 
membrane waterproofing has been an­
nounced by Dow Chemical of Canada , 
Limited. 

Trademarked Saraloy 200, the lower 
cost of the product makes it practical 
for most waterproofing and flashing 
applications that do not involve direct 
sun light. The new material is designed 
as a companion product to Saraloy 400 
elastic flashing which Dow Canada in­
troduced in 1959. Saraloy 200, with a 
nominal thickness overall of J1'2nd inch , 
is described by Dow as a tough , flexible 
sheet, finely embossed on one side to 
provide mechanical key ing action in 
mortar joints. 

Saraloy 200 is avai lable in rolls 36 
inches wide, weighing approximately 
50 pounds and containing 200 square 
feet of material. A four-page illustrated 
pamphlet on physical data, recom­
mendations and specifications of the 
product is available from Dow Chemi­
cal of Canada, Limited, Plastic Sales 
Division , Sarnia, Ontario. 
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