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But what such an authority in education has to say about the system 
followed by Toronto may be of interest to our readers. We quote:-

"Medical education has been receiving a great deal of attention on this Continent 
ever since Abraham Flexner's Report was published by the Carnegie Foundation for t he 
Advancement of Teaching; and the report of t he latest Commission will probably soon be 
forthcoming. Our Faculty of Medicine has kept itself fully informed of these discussions. 
But great and beneficial as has been t he influence on Canada of such American Medical 
Schools as John Hopkins and Harvard, the traditions of Toronto with Great Britain have 
not been forgot ten. The best American Schools have divided their course into two parts-­
a preliminary two years of a college course in Arts, or in some schools four years with a 
B.A. covering the scientific subjects, and a regular course of four years in a medical school, 
on t he conclusion of which the student graduates with an M .D. degree. Our Faculty, 
situated as it is in a great university, has never accepted this division, nor believed that a 
complete course in Arts is always the best preparation for professional work in Medicine. 
Instead , the stancard of entrance to the Faculty has been raised, in accordance with the 
local conditions of this province, to honour matriculation, which is nearly equivalent to 
t he work of the former first year in pass Arts in our own University or in an American 
college. The medical course itself was lengthened from five to six years, but was divided 
into two at the end of the t hird year; the first half scientific (to use that term generally) 
and the second clinical. It was believed that the University itself should arrange its own 
scientific preparation beginning with the standard of the sciences at honour matriculation, 
and give some general options, and that the second half of the course should be almost 
a new chapter. Into this, however, more advanced work, especially in anatomy and 
physiology, might be carried over and integrated with the medicine and surgery. Also, 
by having as it were a preliminary chapter ended, it would be possible for the few, who 
might be interested in going further in any of these sciences, to take an extra year and 
get a B.Sc. degree before resuming and completing their more professional subjects. At 
the time of its inception this new course was watched with interest by other universities, 
and favourable attention was drawn to it by the British Medical j ournal. Apart from 
slight modifications this course has now been in existence for ten years, and the faculty 
has seen no reason fo r radical change. We have good reason to believe that our students, 
most of whom spend afterwards a year in a hospital, are able to hold their own with those 
from the best medical schools." 

Science and Cultism. 
From the Journal of the A. M. A. and the Bulletin of t he New York 

Academy of Medicine we learn that the Los Angeles Times has been making 
a plea for tolerance of other schools of thought. For over thirty years we know, 
from personal knowledge, that the Times has been the constant defender of 
all sorts of frauds and cults. It was within a year or two that a few of the many 
in California were exposed and put out of business this very cry for tolerance 
was made. But a writer in the San Francisco Chronicle shows its fallacies. 
We have heard something of the same thing in Nova Scot ia,- "Let them alone 
and they will soon hang themselves and similar expressions." We should heed 
well what these reliable medical journals endorse regarding this tolerance plea. 

"But the appeal for 'tolerance' by one 'school' of another, is an example 
of a common fallacy. There is no tolerance of 'astrology' by astronomers. 
There is no 'tolerance' of fortune-telling by psychologists nor of perpetual 
motion inventors by physicists. Geologists do not locate oil or water by 
dowsing with a forked stick, nor 'tolerate' those who do. Entomologists do 
not 'tolerate' those who would exterminate insect pests by interfering with 
their spontaneous generation. Scientific agriculture does not 'tolerate' the 
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theory that potatoes grow wrong unless planted in the dark of the moon. 
All these 'schools' exist and they are all rejected outright as unscientific super­
stitions by every scientist in the world. 

"If it were a matter of faith, dogma or canons, one 'school' should 'tolerate' 
another. If it is a matter of science, then the only distinction is that 
of scientific and unscientific. And between Science and non-science there is 
no equality of right, and no basis for tolerance .... Nor is any unscientific 
theory or practice of healing any part of the science of medicine. There are 
only two sorts of medicine, scientific and unscientific. 

"How, then, shall we distinguish which principles and practices of healing 
are scientific, and which are not? The simplest test is that which we un­
hesitatingly apply in every other branch of knowledge. That is the judgment 
of scientists. If the scientist says that a certain thing is scientific, we accept 
it as such. If they all say it is unscientific, we say likewise, at least until it 
has succeeded in convincing them. Every scientifi:: University in the world 
teaches astronomy, and not one teaches astrology. All of them teach chemis­
try, and not one teaches alchemy. Every university in the world teaches 
scientific medicine, and not one of them- not a single one in the whole world 
teaches or recognizes any of the 'school' or sects for which the ·Times speaks. 
If the unanimous voice of science means anything this is its verdict. 

"The next test, and the decisive one, is that of method. Scientists may 
be mistaken, sometimes, in their results and conclusions. Sometimes a thing 
which seems true in the light of incomplete information becomes only pa!"tly 
true in the light of later discoveries. But science is not mistaken in its methods. 
That method is systematic observation and experiment, and the submission 
of these observations and experiments to the scientists of the world, for them 
to repeat, to test, and to scrutinize. Whatever pursues that method and is 
approved by the test is scientific-including, in medicine, light rays for tubercu­
losis, diet for many ailments and hydrotherapy, for certain mental conditiocys. 
Whatever does not proceed by that method, or fails by that test, is unscientific 
- including all the cults, sects and schools which Dr. Fishbein rejects and 
the Times defends." · 

When science says one thing and the law of this province says the same 
thing, why cannot the Chiropractor be put out of business in Nova Scotia? 

Hospital of Venezuela Gulf Oil Company. 
There has come to the desk of the BULLETIN the fourth and fifth annual 

report of this hospital which is located at Maracaibo. The 1929 number con­
tains an article on congenital syphilis being a review of the disease and its 
treatment. The 1930 report contains the following articles:-

A case of Sarcoma of the Humerus! Intravenous Anaesthesia! Relapsing 
Fever! Laboratory Statistics with observations on Malaria and Dysentery. 

Mention is made of these contributions to medical literature as they 
were prepared by Dr. A. J. Walker, who has been on the staff of this hospital 
for the past few years. He is the son of the Secretary of The Medical Society 
of Nova Scotia. 

As usual The Bulletin of The Medical Society of the County of Kings for the 
month of January contains as on many other occasions a number of small 
articles or paragraphs which stress the advantages that come to the profession 
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by membership in medical societies. It is quite apparent that the physicians 
of New York and Brooklyn are aware that some form of State Medicine is 
imminent. 

Also The Bulletin o{ The Vancouver Association which has come to 
hand emphasizes the necessity of physicians carefully studying the matter of 
State Medicine and keeping their organization in a strong, healthy condition 
in order that their opinions will receive weight. 

The January number of The Bulletin of The New York Academy 
of Medicine is very largely devoted to an extended lecture delivered before the 
Academy last November by Professor James Ewing of Cornell University 
Medical College. He treated the subject quite extensively from the historical 
standpoint going back to the first period of medical instruction some four 
hundred years B. C. He then develops further the University idea. He then 
further considers the influence of organized philanthropy in American Medical 
Education. Emphasis is placed upon the necessity of great libraries in con­
nection with University Vlork. Teachers and the kind of teachers are con­
sidered. He says "finally \\e come to that fundamental question the place of 
utility in the conception of the University." 

If this npmber of The Academy's Bulletin is not in the Medical Library, 
the General Secretary will be pleased to loan the volume to any one desiring it. 

The December issue of Mental Health devotes considerable space to the 
consideration of the care of mental patients. Prominence is given to the 
reported address of the President of The Nova Scotia Society for Mental 
Hygiene as given at the last Annual Meeting. It might be well while a com­
mission is investigating the care of prisoners in jails, etc., to again empha!>ize 
what VI e have known for a long time, that it v.as neither wise nor humane to 
have mental cases housed in the same institution as the ordinary pauper. 
It is still certain that many County Poorfarms have these patients as inmates. 
It is stated that "Dr. Prince also drew attention to the fact that in the county 
institutions throughout the province upwards of 1,000 insane and mentally 
deficient persons are, in many instances, housed more like paupers than patients; 
and that types of economy are practiced which are neither humanitarian nor, 
in the long run, economical. 

The u niversity of Western Ontario Medical Journal has started on its 
second year \\ith its October issue. Dr. Murray Simpson writes on the surgical 
Treatment of Tuberculosis, referring chiefly to Hemidiaphragamatic Paralysis. 
He says:- "It does not interfere with further collapse procedures which may 
be contemplated at some future time. Reinforcement of artificial pneumo­
thorax with diaphragamatis paralysis lessens the chance of effusion. The 
operation causes the mediastinum to be more yielding from loss of anchoring 
support. It is usually a complementary procedure to thorocoplasty lessening 
the length and number of the lower ribs to be resected. Both intercostal 
neurectomy and pneumolysis are benefitted by primary phrenicectomy. 
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The technique employed is that described by Alexander. Local anesthetic 
is employed and even during complete evulsion of the nerve the patient has 
not complained of severe pain. The patient is placed on his side, in order 
that the omohyoid muscle be displaced from the operative field. An incision, 
usually about one inch in length, is made about an inch above and parallel 
to the clavicle at the outer border of the stemomastoid muscle. The platysma 
is incised and the deep cervical fascia is separated with blunt curved scissors. 
The scalenus anticus muscle is exposed and in the majority of subjects the 
main phrenic will be found lying upon the muscle or near to its medial or lateral 
border. If phrenicectomy is to be performed, the nerve is anaestheticed and 
then a portion of its resected; careful search must be made for the accessory 
nerves which are present in up to 80% of the cases, these must then be resected 
also. If phrenico-exairesis is to be performed, the nerve is injected, sectioned 
and the distal portion of it must then be pulled from the neck and chest; 
at least eight to nine centimetres must be obtained in order to ensure complete 
paralysis. The platysma is then sewn with chromin and the skin with in­
tradermal sutures. The patient need miss no meals and requires hospital­
ization for only twenty-four hours. 

The operation gives beneficial results in from 75% to 85% of cases. The 
majority of moth eaten and thin walled cavities will close, following hemi­
diaphragmatic paralysis. Severe hemoptysis is promptly checked as a rule. 
Incessant coughing is relieved to a considerable extent. Practically no cases 
are made worse by the operation. 

Bernays lays down the following Golden Rules of Surgery. l. Remember 
never to make promises of any kind, and particularly as to the results and the 
exact length of time it will require to get a cure, because a wound may suppurate 
in spite of all our precautions. 2. Remember that consent is necessary to 
make an operation legally permissable. 3. Remember that about one-half 
of all strangulated hernias which have resisted taxis without relaxation will 
slip back under complete relaxation brought about by an anaesthetic. 4. 
Never give a positive diagnosis of an obscure abdominal tumor until you have 
examined the patient after purgation and under anesthesia. 

Moses is seldom thought of as a medical man, yet he gave to the Israelites 
a code of public health regulations which even to-day are strikingly rational, 
in spite of their great age. The health and longevity of the Jews as a nation 
as noted by many observers, is largely due to their observance of these laws 
during the past thirty-five hundred years. Modern medicine has many refine­
ments to offer in the v. ay of diagnosis and treatment but as far as the broad 
principles of public health are concerned, v.-e cannot go very far away from 
those laid down by the Hebrew law-giver. (Western Ontario Med. Journal). 

Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim was a 
Swiss, born in Einsiedeln in 1493. He gained his first knowledge of medicine 
from his father who was a physician. After obtaining his medical degree, he 
travelled extensively in Europe accumulating a wide fund of knowledge in 
medical folk-lore, alchemy and astronomy. 
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He adopted the name Paracelsus, and early in his career as professor of 
medical science at Basie he launched into deprecation of current authority 
in medical thougl}t, which at this time was completely under the influence of 
the erroneous concepts of Galen. His antagonistic attitude brought about 
his persecution which forced him to flee from place to place. 

Paracelsus taught that sickness is due to chemical disturbances in the 
system and can be cured by the proper chemical. He wrote several books 
expounding his theories, had a large following among the patients, and did 
accomplish some wonderful cures. True medicine, he asserted, rested upon 
four pillars: philosophy, astronomy, alchemy and the virtue of the physician. 
He practiced what he preached. 

Paracelsus died in utter poverty in 1541. Three centuries later his 
native city erected a statue to his memory, in recognition of his contributions 
to medicine. He introduced several new mineral drugs, but his greatest 
service to the profession was accomplished by overthrowing its thoughtless 
subservience to ancient authority. 

Apropos of a recent article in the BULLETIN on the Education of patients 
with tuberculosis the last number of Health Rays covers the matter very 
conclusively and concludes thus:-

"Of course it is difficult to decide whether the old job is best or how this 
extra energy can be used in the most satisfactory way. To be spared unfor­
tunate mistakes patients need the vocational guidance that can be given by 
those long familiar with such problems .. The state rehabilitation departments, 
and the university services are some of the sources from which advice and help 
can be secured. One or more of these sources exist in almost every com­
munity. It is well worth while to find out about them." 

Did this happen in Nova Scotia? A County Health Nurse is said to 
have received the following letter :- "Dear Madame,- ! can't give my children 
a batb till the sauer kraut barrel is empty." 

Nurses Examination. Question:- "What are some of the advantages 
of avertin used as an anaesthetic?" Answer:- "A woman after receiving 
an enema of avertin completely forgets her past." 

Woman or Machine? "Jenkins it is claimed was driving at a high rate 
of speed and swerving from side to side. As he approached the crossing he 
started directly towards it and crashed into Miss Miller's rear end which was 
sticking out in the road about a foot. Luckily she escaped injury and the 
damages can be easily remedied with a new coat of paint." 

Another Specialist. "Dr. Allen S. Johnson has limited his practice to 
internal medicine. A second daughter, Elizabeth, was born September 17th, 
1931 to Dr. and Mrs. Johnson." 

"The wife who drives from the back seat is no worse than the husband 
who cooks from the dining table." 

• 
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Branch Societies 
II 

Eastern Counties. 

MINUTES of tenth Annual Meeting of Eastern Counties Medical Society 
held at St. Martha's Hospital, Antigonish on Wednesday, the 28th day 

of October, 1931. 
The meeting was called to order by the President, Dr. H. C. S. Elliott 

at 2 p. m. Those present were: 

Hon. G. H. Murphy, M.D., Halifax. 
Dr. H. E. MacDermot, Montreal. 
Dr. W. Allan Curry, Halifax. 

Dr. ] . ] . MacRitchie, Goldboro. 
Dr. J. S. Brean, Mulgrave. 
Dr. ] . ] . Caroll, Antigonish. 
Dr.]. H. Digout, St. Peters. 

Dr. S. L. Walker, Halifax. Dr. G. R. Deveau, Arichat. 
Dr. H. C. S. Elliot, Guysboro. Dr. C. M . Bayne, Sydney. 
Dr. ]. L. Maclsaac, Antigonish. Dr. C. B. Smith, Goldboro. 
Dr. J. J. Cameron, Antigonish. Dr. D. J. MacMaster, Antigonish. 
Dr. W. F . MacKinnon, Antigonish. Dr. P. S. Campbell, Port Hood. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. A telegram was 
read from Dr. E. F. Moore of Canso and a letter from Dr. A. J. MacNeil of 
Mabou, expressing their regrets at inability to be present and wishing the 
members a successful meeting. 

Dr. S. L. Walker, general Secretary of the Medical Society of Nova Scotia, 
submitted a proposal relative to the collection of fees in the Nova Scotia 
Society viz.: That the individual members give the management of their 
local banks, general permission to accept each year the drafts for membership 
fees. Other routine business was advanced to the Evening Session and the 
Hon. Dr. Murphy ,Minister of Public Health was asked to give his address 
on the "Cancer Problem". Dr. Murphy stated "there was an unfavorable 
death-rate from this disease in Nova Scotia, that of Saskatchewan being prob­
ably only one-third as great. The rate in Ontario is high. One explanation 
for the high rate is the large percentage of the population in the Cancer age. 
This is true of all old provinces. Cancer then is to be viewed as a public health 
problem. Cn the average cases come under treatment 2)4 years after the first 
symptoms. Cancer of Colon will sometimes give no symptoms until some 
form of obstruction appears. With our present knowledge we can reduce the 
mortality by making early diagnosis, and instituting proper treatment. The 
provincial pathologist has been brought into the Department of Health so that 
now all tissues from local hospitals will be examined free of charge. 

In external cases such as Cancer of the lip when there is any suspicion 
of glandular involvement, a dissection should be made. Radium and X-ray 
are used "ith success in the treatment of Cancer. 

A Cancer centre is desiralDle for the province. There is now the nucleus 
of one in Halifax. At present 210 miligrams of radium are in use, much more 
is required. He hoped to be able to increase the quantity and to secure passes 
for those taking treatment and unable to pay ; on all railway lines." Dr. J. 
J. Cameron led off in the discussion of Dr. Murphy's address. 
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Dr. Allan Curry of Halifax followed with a paper on the "Acute Abdomen". 
He said that appendicitis is the chief cause of an acute abdomen and the 
mortality is still high from such oo abdomen. Tl:ere are t\\o types of acute 
appendix- acute inflammation of its walls and obstruction of its lumen. Clini­
cal picture may be sudden pain and vomiting- pain subsides and returns 
with vomiting. For the first six or eight hours there may not be much tempera­
ture-patient is anxious; such a case should receive immediate attention, 
other\\ ise perforation and perhaps loss of life occurs. A i:ain which does 
not begin about Umbilicus is likely not api:;endicitis; like"'ise an early high 
fever is not likely from an appendix. Salpingitis presents a problem in differ­
ential diagnosis. Acute infections and Typhoid Fever may simulate ap­
pendicitis. Divertiticullitis may bother one. Pneumoia and Pleurisy should 
not be confused with an appendix except occasionally. In both of these 
conditions the pain is apt to be higher. Rectal examination should never 
be neglected. Acute appendix should be operated upon promptly, after 
abscess formation-be careful. If abscess is general, open and leave appendix 
until later. In a localized abscess, drain and remove if easily found, otherwise 
leave it alone. Stitch skin loosely about a drainage tube otherwise a cellulitis 
may occur. In perforation the face is pale, dra"'n and haggard, abdomen 
fixed, agonizing pain in umbilicus region, temperature sub normal, pulse normal 
at first, later accelerated. Rigidity especially in upper quadrants. 

Later tenderness is found in right Iliac fossa. The commonest abdominal 
emergency in the infant is intussusception. Two specimens were sho\\ n by 
Dr. Curry, obstruction of the bowel by a gall stone and pickle bottle removed 
from the rectum. Dr. W. F. McKinnon and Dr. J. S. Brean took part in 
the discussion. 

Dr. MacDermot of Montreal was next called on to give his paper on 
Asthma. He said "in part A,sthma, Hay Fever, Angio Neurotic Odema were 
so called allergic conditions. Asthmatic patients should be in the hands 
pf general practitioners. On this subject our views have become clarified 
auring the past fifteen years. The body objects to the introduction of foreign 
proteins. All asthma cannot be referred to the allergic state. 

Certain animal~ cannot be thro\\ n into the anaphalactic state, such asrthe 
rat; on the other hand the Guinea Pig is easily sensitized, as a result of this the 
skin test has been developed. Autogenous Vaccines have not in his experience 
been satisfactory, first, because it is difficult to get the right strain of the or­
gamsm. One gets better results with Stock Vaccines. The infective cases of 
Asthma are difficult. The next most difficult cases are those children which do 
not react to any protein. Some such cases are found to be due to gastro-intestinal 
upsets and are treated with acids. There are cases caused by fatigue as far as 
can be determined. In such cases a rest causes the Asthma to disappear. 
Cardiac Asthma can only be treated by attending to the cardiac condition. 

Hay Fever is easier to deal with. The young persons who have it for 
a short time can hope for a good result, not so "'ith the long standing case. 
Many cases treated over a number of years can hope for a permanent result." 

Discussion followed by Dr. J. J. Cameron and Dr. C. M. Bayne. 
The Chairman named the nominating committee. Dr. W. F. McKinnon, 

Dr. J. J. Carroll, Dr. C. B. Smith, and requested the members to adjourn 
to the hospital guest dining room for the Annual Dinner. 

The dinner as on former occasions was prepared by the Sisters of St. 
Martha's and was quite up to their standard. 
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There were four toasts; The King, the Medical Profession, Our Visitors 
and the Ladies- all \\ere suitably proposed and acceptably responded to. 

Evening Session. 
The first number at the evening session was the presidential address 

by Dr. H. C. S. Elliot. After expressing his appreciation on the honour that 
had been conferred upon him, Dr. Elliot gave a very practical talk on the treat­
ment of Varicose Veins by the manipulation of special adhesive strapping. 
He cited some cases with excellent end results and advised the members, especi­
ally those in rural practice to give the method a fair trial. 

Dr. McDermot followed with a paper on Tuberculosis. He first dealt 
with the tendency transmission and said the opposite should be the case. 
A poorly shaped chest may be transmitted but that is almost all. Transmis­
sion of immunity seems to be a factor. 

Diagnosis. It is said the disease is not diagnosed early enough. For 
early diagnosis the X-ray is important. At first it was over diagnosed with 
the X-ray-now many of the markings are discontinued. Heavy Hilar 
markings have not now the same significance. The use of tuberculin in 
diagnosis is very helpful but not in treatment. 

As to treatment, rest, air aRd food are the factors, nothing else has stood 
the test of time. Pneumothorax is an important aid, sometimes tired un­
willingly in bilateral cases. 

Discussion of Dr. McDermots paper was participated in by the Hon. 
Dr. Murphy and Dr. P. S. Campbell. 

A moving picture film was next showed by Dr. W. Allan Curry on In­
fections of the hand. 

This received the undivided attention of the meeting and was voted the 
best film up to the present shown before the Society. 

The Hon. Dr. Murphy, Dr. MacDermot and Dr. Curry were heartily 
thanked for making the meeting the success it surely was and all three were 
extended the privileges of the Society for all future meetings. 

The report of the Secretary-Treasurer was adopted. This showed a 
cash balance on hand of $39.07 all accounts being paid. 

The nominating committee reported as follows: 
Hon. Presidents: Dr. G. E. Buckley, Guysboro; Dr. J. J. Cameron, 

Antigonish. 
President: Dr. M. G. MacLeod, Whycocomagh. 
First Vice President: Dr. P . A. McGarry, Canso. 
Second Vice-President : Dr. D. J. MacMaster, Antigonish. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dr. P. S. Campbell, Port Hood. 
Executive: Dr. M. E. MacGarry, Margaree; Dr. G. R. Deveau, Arichat; 

Dr. J. J. Carroll, Antigonish ; Dr. C. B. Smith. Goldboro; Dr. A. J 
McNeil, Mabou; Dr. A. N. Chisholm, Hawkesbury. 

Representatives on Executive of N. S. Medical Society : Dr. H. C. S 
Elliott, Guysboro; Dr. R. F. MacDonald, Antigonish. 

The following resolution was moved by Dr. W. F. McKinnon, seconded 
by Dr. J. J. Carrol. and carried unanimously. 

Resolved that the Eastern Counties Medical Society approves of the 
establishment of a Minister of Health with the Hon. G. H. Murphy, M.D. 
as Minister. Further resolved that this Society is prepared to co-operate with 
and assist Dr. Murphy in the solution of the various health problems with which 
he will be called upon to deal. 
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A letter was read from Dr. S. L. Walker, Secretary of the Nova Scotia 
Medical Society re C. M. A. doctors for the Annual Meeting. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned in the usual 
way. 

P. s. CAMPBELL, M.D., Secretary. 

The following is an account of the Dec. meeting oi. the Medical Staff 
of the Aberdeen Hospital. 

"The meeting was held on December 17th in the Nurses Home, eighteen 
doctors being present. 

The present welcomed Dr. Bagnall who had recently taken up practice 
in Westville. Dr. Bagnall responded. 

A resolution of sympathy for the family of the late Dr. W. H. Hattie 
was passed. 

Dr. Hugh Ross gave an address dealing with the medical men of Pictou 
County from pioneer times down to the present. Dr. Ross spoke without notes 
but he detailed these men in chronological order with dates and gave many 
interesting anecdotes concerning them. His ability to remember dates was 
remarkable. In dealing with some of the men present, he made a number of 
humorous allusions that were well received. The address was interspersed 
with bits of philosophy and here the Dr. showed a power of oratory that 
delighted his audience. 

Following the address many comments were made on Dr. Ross's remark­
able memory and on his admirable handling of his subject. 

Refreshments were served by the Hospital, and the meeting adjourned." 

Yours truly, 
A. E. BLACKETT, Secretary. 

When Woman Proposes. I suppose they call it Leap Year because it 
makes bachelors jumpy. 

Explained. "Women can propose during Leap Year" a writer reminds 
us. So that is why my girl friend has been trying to discover Ronald Colman's 
telephone number. 

To-day in the Garden. Half a false nose, the remains of two comic 
hats and a lot of bones outside the dog-kennel. 

Obvious. "What can we do to prevent the old open fire going out?" 
asks a reader- Put more coal on. 

Rather Tough. A traveller states that the natives of certain parts of 
Africa delight in chewing rubber. I should like to point out to the poulterer 
from whom I purchased my turkey that I am not an African native. 

To the Point. The Scientist's efforts to produce ink from a certain flower 
have so far proved hopeless. My efforts to extract it from the pen I got late 
last month have been that way too. 
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In Choosing Ether 
Remember-

The Purer the Ether the Safer and 
Better the Anesthesia 

There is a satisfaction in knowing that you can obtain a 
pure ether, free from peroxide, aldehyde and acid, packaged 
to prevent deterioration-

~ 
Ether 

Ether from which all im­
purities have been removed. 

Ether containers that have 
been "chemically sterilized" 
to prevent formation of im­
purities from deterioration. 

A patented air-tight me­
chanical closure prevents 
contamination from soldering 
flux-:--

Prove to yourself the quality of Mallinckrodt Ether. 

Test it clinically and chemically. 

"Give the patient the best OJ 
everything" 
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II 
Correspondence 

II 
Halifax, N. S. , Nov. 10, 1931. 

The Editor, 
Nova Scotia Medical Bulletin. 

Dear Sir:-
Touching on your editorial-"We are headed for State Medicine" in 

your November issue, which chanced to come to my office- thought you might 
be interested in seeing-and printing- the words of President Angell of Yale, · 
the only layman speaking at the recent Congress of American Collega of 
Surgeons in New York City, on the subject of State Control of Medicine. 

The enclosed appeared in The Nation of Nov. 4th. 
"Of one thing we can be sure 1he said and that is that in the Jong run, by hook or 

crook, society will command competent medical and nursing service, adequate in am~ 
to meet t he needs of everyone. If it cannot secure this as the result of measures volunu!!fi~ · 
devised and perfected by the profession and its interested friends, it will look to other 
agencies, and notably to the government, to produce the desired results. With political 
methods and conditions what they are now in the United States, it is difficult to contem­
plate_ such a solution without the gravest misgivings." 

Yours truly, · , A .LAYMAN. 

Dr. 5 . L. Walker, 
General Secretary, • 

The Medical Society of Nova cotia, ; · 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Dr. Walker:-
We have pleasure in enclosing herewith copy for our advertisement in the 

January, 1932 issue of the Nova Scotia MEDICA'.L BULLETIN The cut for this 
advertisement is being sent you to-day, under separate cover.' Before going 
to press, we shall appreciate it if you will send us a printer's proof. 

Thanking you for the valuable assistance rendered us during the past 
year, and with the Season's greetings, we remain, 

Dr. S. L. Walker, 
187 Hollis St., 

Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Dr. Walker:-

Yours very truly, 
CIBA COMPANY LIMITED, 

E . N. Augthen. 

(Nova Scotia Medical Journal) 

We are sending you to-day an ~lectro which we want you to use in the 
first issue of your journal in which we have space contracted for. It is an­
nouncing the addition of Parke-Davis Haliver Oil with Viosterol 250D, and 
we would ask that you give your very best ·attention, regardless of any copy 
matter yoa now have on hand, to seeing that this plate is used as above re­
quested. 

We are enclosing herewith literature regarding this new product in the 
belief that you will probably wish to make some reference in the same issue 
of the journal in which this advertisement is run. 

Cordially yours, PARKE, DAVIS & Co., 
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I Boxes of 5, 20, 100 

Digifoline "Ciba" 

Bottles of 1 oz. 
and 100 c.c. 

Tubes of 25 and 
Bottles of 100 

contains all the therapeutically desirable constitutents of digitalis leaves­
produces the characteristic digitalis effect-
is of constant potency-
is promptly and uniformly absorbed from the gastro-intestinal tract­
is free from irritant substances of the saponin group . 

• 
CIBA COMP ANY LIMITED 

MONTREAL 
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II OBITUARY 
II 

MANY students; past and present; of Dalhousie were shocked to learn that 
Dr. Brent Haslam, an outstanding Dalhousie athlete, had 11een suddenly 

kjlled in an automobile accident at Buffalo on December 24th, 1931. Mrs. 
Haslam received a fractured skull and broken leg; the other passengers w~re 
Mr. and Mrs. Greer, who were not seriously injured. The Halifax Herald 
writes thus of Dr. Haslam:-

"Dr. Haslam was a graduate in medicine Dalhousie University, Halifax. Following 
his graduation in 1923 he spent two years as ship surgeon on boats plying between United 
States and South America, Going to Buffalo, he served as inteme and resident physician 
at Buffalo General Hospital. In 1928 he started in private practice there. 

The Haslams have one small child who was at home when the tragedy occurred. 
Dr. Haslam was a nephew of the Ria-ht Rev: Charles Henry Brent, late Episcopal Bishop 
of Western New York. 

Other members of his family who survive include Dr. De1V1ontfort Haslam, resident 
physician at St. Paul's School, Concord, N. H.; J. Cummings Hasifth, a lawyer in New York, 
both former students at Dalhousie University, and a third brother also an attorney in 
Philadelphia. Their father, now deceased was a church of England clergyman, a native 
of Lunenburg County." 

On New Year's Day there died in Chicago, as a result of an automobile 
accident, Dr. D. J. Mcisaac, formerly of Antigonish. He graduated in Arts 
from St. F . X. in 1910. Following a period of school teaching at New West­
minster he entered Chicago University and graduated in Medicine 1919. 
His professional career was devoted to hospital work and, at the time of his 
death, he was a member of the staff of the General Hospital. During his stay 
at St. F. X . he was a member of the famous Hockey aggregation belonging to 
that institution. He is survived by his mother, Mrs. Mary Mcisaac of Anti­
gonish, two sisters and three brothers. To one of the sisters many members 
of the medical,profession in Nova Scotia will extend sympathy, namely Nursing 
Matron Mcisaac of Camp Hill Hospital. 

After only an illness of a week, at the age of 64 years, there passed away 
at Yarmouth on January 3rd, a lady who had always been very prominent in 
the social and religious life of that town, in the person of Mrs. Frances Burton. 
To the surviving members of her family and, in particular, to one son, Dr. G. 
V. Burton of Yarmouth the members·of the medical profession extend sympathy. 

On January 3rd, 1932 Mrs. H. P. Blanchard died after an illness of only 
two days at her home in Ellershouse. She was a lady highly respected in 
more than local, social and religious circles. Besides her immediate family 
she is survived by two brothers connected with the medical profession, Mr. 
T. P. Calkin of Wolfville and Dr. B. H. Calkin of Stellarton. 
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• "Feeling much better" is the usual report of patients .who are 

including "Calcium A" in their diet. • For "Calcium A" not 

only enriches the diet in calcium and phosphorus but also in the 

vitamins of cod liver oil. • It supplies them, moreover, in easily­

taken capsule form. • " Calcium A" is a rational supplement to 

virtually any prescribed diet 

and is worthy of the consider­

ation of every physician. It is 

a Canadian product-"the ori­

ginal concentrate of this type. 

AYERST, McKENNA & HARRISON, 
limited 

MONTREAL TORONTO 

---,: --- ------------~ 

f?/~A:c ' <~Jf:.~ I 

~/()IJ I 

~. ro.,... .. -i;;.~: 
"'7t;;. -c::::..... ... ~ . ' 
K~lfu-r-'- : ___ ______________ _ _ _ J 
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Personal Interest Notes 

BERKELEY Brean, the son of Dr. J. S. Brean of Mulgrave, marked most 
of his Christmas School vacation by being a patient in St. Martha's 

Hospital, Antigonish, convalescing, after an attack of appendicitis. 

There were so many sons and daughters who spent their Christmas with 
their parents, the father being a member of the Medical Society of Nova 
Scotia, that after we had 15 or more such items, we threw them all in the 
waste basket. We trust all had a Merry Christmas and that they will haTe 
a Happy and Profitable New Year and we remain their sincere well-wisher, the 
BULLETIN. 

Jack: Can she keep a secret? 
Maude: Yes, the disagreeable thing. 

Institutions for the care or treatment of the mentally <ieficient are finding 
these times of financial depression very much against their good records of 
improved cases. There is such general industrial depression that they cannot 
discharge their improved patients because no occupation is available for them 

Dr. Geoffrey Morris, Dalhousie 1928, accompanied by his wife; spent the 
Christmas season with his parents Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Morris of Windsor. 
He is engaged in Research work at Johns Hopkins University. 

It is very satisfactory to know that the grant by the Sun Life Assurance 
Company to the Canadian Medical Association for Post-Graduate Lectures 
has been continued for another year. 

Dr. J . W. Egan of Sydney is now Lieutenant-Governor-of the Maritime 
District of Kiwanis. 

In the Reminescences published several years ago in the BULLETIN of the 
late Dr. J . B. Black of Windsor did not tell this one on himself:- He advised 
an Indian woman to rest. The squaw said,-"Dr. Black, he very good doctor. 
He tell poor squaw to rest. Squaw has eleven children. How can she rest?" 
There is a great tendency to tell people what to do without sizing up the 
entire circumstances. Think it over. 

The Liverpool Advance says:-
"The many friends of Dr. J. W. Smith will regret to learn that he is again confined 

to his room. Some time ago the doctor was involved in a car accident which necessitated 
his retiring from business for a short while, but of late he has been going the rounds with 
the aid of a stick. Recently ,however, one of his legs bothered him to such an extent 
that an X-ray was thought advisable. As a result, it was learned on Saturday last, that 
the doctor was suffering with a broken bone between the knee and the ankle. This means 
that the leg will have to be set in a cast and the doctor will have to remain quiet for two or 
three weeks. His legion of friends wish him a speedy and safe recovery .. 
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STOVARSOL 
The Acetyl derivative of Oxyamino­

phenylarsenic Acid. 

For the preventive and curative treat­
ment of syphilis in adults. 

For the treatment of heredo-syphilis 
in infants. 

Also indicated in intestinal affections, 
pyorrhea and paludism. 

Available in compressed tablets of .025 gm. and 1 cgm. 

,, 

(] STOV ARSOL SODIUM 
An outstanding remedy that has pro­
b. ~ duced remarkable results in the 

treatment of general paralysis. 

Administered subcutaneously, intra­
muscularly, or better still , in­
travenously. 

Supplied in ampoules of 0.50 gm. 1 gm. and 1.50 gm. 

Laboratory Poulenc Freres of Canada Limited 
' Canadian Distributors: ROUGIER FRERES MONTREAL 
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The press intimates that Dr. G. G. Melvin will retire as Chief Medical 
Officer of New Brunswick under the Civil Service Superannuation Act. It 
is also stated that Dr. William Warwick of Saint John has been named to fill 
the vacancy created. 

Grandfather. Despite his well known and quite evident good nature, 
speak to Dr. E. J. Johnstone of Sydney with fitting respect as he is a brand new 
grandfather. 

Many members of the medical profession will be interested to know that 
Nursing Matron K. 0. MacLatchey, R.R.C., is retired to pension and is placed 
on the retired list as from December 31st. 1931. Her many years of service 
to the Canadian Army Medical Corps have been very generally appreciated. 
Relieved of responsibility we trust her years of retirement may be many and 
pleasant. 

Dr. E. R. Davies, Dalhousie 1924, was a recent visitor to his former home 
in Salt Springs, Pictou Co. Dr. Davies is associated with public health work 
in the State of Kentucky. The occasion of his visit was to attend the funeral 
of his father who died late in December. Dr. Davies was located at London­
derry for several years and took an active part in municipal affairs in Colchester 
County. · 

By failing to file Bills in the State Legislature before January 1st, Nova 
Scotia nurses and doctors are not threatened with further dismissals, although 
26 nurses have been so discharged. This also means that carpenters and 
domestics from here are safe for another year, at least in Massachusetts. 

Journal A. M. A. The December issue of this Journal contains the 
index· for the year 1932. If any reader desires information on any special 
subject the BULLETIN will be glad to note if the matter has been considered at 
any time in this Journal. 

" Is the Doctor in?" 
"No, sir, and I don't know how long he'll be. He has been called out 

on an eternity case." 

The doctor gave me a powder to cure my husband of drinking. I had 
to put it in his tea. 

Has it cured him? 
Yes, of drinking tea. 

My father has electricity in his hair. 
That ain't nothin', my old man's got gas in his stomach. 

Some Man (A portion of his obituary reads thus)-He once had large 
real estate interest s, and from two steers which his father gave him many 
years ago he developed a herd of more than forty of the finest specimens. 
He was twice married. 

Have you heard about the girl in the pork and bean factory who packed 
the beans in upside down and gave the people hiccups? (Ton and Sed.) 
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SCILEXOL A Few E. B. S. 
Specialties 

(E.B.S.) 
AiR espiratory Sedative and Expectorant of proven 
benefit in sub-acute and chronic Bronchial Affec­
tions. 

Each fluid ounce contains : 
Codeine Pho~hate. . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . . . 1 grain 
Ammonium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 grains 
Chloroform . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 minims 
Acid Hydrocyanic Dil. B. P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 minims 
Syrup Scillae . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 minims 
Syrup Tolu ... ... .. . ...................... 120 minims 
Dose: One to two fluid drachms repeated as required. 
Note: Also supplied with Heroin Hydrochloride 1 /3 

uain per ounce in place of Codeine Phosphate, when specified. 

Sample on request. 

Bromatol 
Codasal, C . T . 
Codophen, C. T. 
Dtaestophoa 
Dllaxol 
Dllaxol, Powder Form 
Glyco Tonic 
H e mroydlne 
Hlih Tension, C. C. T. 
Rheumatol Ointment 
Rheumatol Liniment 
llermonal Capsules 
(Female) or 
Ovarian Compound 
Hormonal Capoul .. 
(Male) or 
Orchldc Compound 

The E. B. Shuttleworth Chemical Co., Ltd. 
898 St. Clair Annue, West TORONTO, 10, 

Prompt attention to Mail Ordw1 
MARITIME RBPRBSBNTA TIVBS 

Canada 

G . BICKING, Hant1port, N. S. F . R. CLA YDEN, 262 Weldon St., Moncton, N. B. 

VI-TONE 

A TASTE 

TEMPTING 

BEVERAGE 

FOR EVERY 

MEMBER OF 

EVERY FAMILY 

Vi-Tone, a scientific food beverage, is easily digested, being 
a combination of Soya Beans, M alt Extract and Milk. 

PREPARED ONLY BY 

THE VI-TONE COMPANY, 
HAMILTON, ONTARIO 
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Dr. L. R. Meech of North Sydney sailed from Halifax on January 31st 
for England where he will do post-graduate work in London and Leeds. A 
few days before some thirty friends tendered him a social evening where gifts, 
speeches and cards formed a pleasant programme. Dr. Meech graduated 
from Dalhousie in 1915 and this is his second visit to the Old Country. 

The January C. M. A. Journal has a very appreciative letter of Dr. W. 
H. Hattie from Dr. Franklyn B. Royer of New York, for a number of years 
associated with Health Clinic work in Halifax. 

"Young lady operator- printer- at liberty feed presses, set jobs. 
Speed and clean proofs on machine. Reason for change editor's son home from 
college." 

"I was not running around any place in purple kimona and pink slippers 
as the papers said. I was fully clothed except for my dress and shoes." 

"Certified maternity nurse, moderate terms; work no object." 

Wanted.- Two or three ladies for gentlemen boarders. 

For a cure for seasickness a reader appeals. 
A plan he might try is to bolt down his meali. 

As a farmer was passing the State Insane Asylum, one of the guests of the 
place poked his head over the fence and called out:"Whatcha got in the wagon, 
mister?" "Fertilizer" replied the farmer. "Whatcha gonna do with it?" 
"Put it on my rhubarb." "Migosh! I put sugar on mine and they 
call me crazy." 

A Western visitor to New York spent the evening in a night club which is 
noted for the excellence of its lemonades and soft drinks. As he left the club 
he ran forninst a pharmacy which had one of the old time red globes in the 
window. The visitor having come from a town where traffic signals are obeyed 
by pedestrians as well as motorists, stood for an hour in front of this globe 
waiting for the light to change. This speaks much for the potency of soft 
drinks, a la New York. 

"A thorough consideration of the causes of coughing and its rational 
treatment will convince one that morphine itself has only a limited field of use­
fulness in the treatment of coughing in the great majority of cases, and that 
the far safer codeine may be used with advantage in most cases in which si<'rple 
measures do not cause relief." 

"In Manitoba we have found immunization for the control of communicable 
disease in rural areas to be of the utmost value, and we are of the opinion that 
in the case of diphtheria, smallpox and typhoid fever, immunizating pro­
grammes should be used much more extensively in rural areas than at the 
present time. We also believe that scarlet fever toxin for active immuni­
ization can be of real value in controlling scarlet fever, and is deserving of more 
consideration than it generally receives." 
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0 0 Homewood Sanitarium 
GUELPH, Ontario 

We collect your past-due accounts on a 
atraight "No lCollectlon No Charge" 
basis, Doctor. And we mall you a 
cheque, each week, for your share of the 
money. 

NerYoua caaea lncludtna Hyaterla. Neuraa• 
thenls and Paychaatbenla. 

Mlld and Incipient mental -· 

Selected beblt caa• wW be taken oo adYlc. 
of phyalclan. Mail us y<>Ur list To-Day! 
For rate and lnformadon. write 

THE MEDICAL AUDIT ASSOCIATION 
44 Victoria Street, Toronto 

Harvey Clare, M. D. 
Medical Superintendent 

Hca4 Of.<1, 
Montrc•I 

900 Br•n<h11 

S'"''"' 
JJ Counlricc 

Happiness I 
THERE is no market price for 
happiness. Yet to possess it, is 
to have all that is worth while. 
A Savings Account has been the 
first step towards happiness for 
many men and women. Why not 
take that step to-day? 

You will like banking at the Royal 

The Royal Bank 
of Canada 

Ser.,ing Canada S:nce 1869 
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