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Friendship Centre - Indigenous link to and for the city

Large Gathering Space - Indigenous space in the city
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Spiritual+ Celebratory Gathering Building

 This building will be an event space for the large gatherings that 

are already occurring in Edmonton, but don’t have a dedicated space.

Structure

 The ceremony building will follow the same structural logic as the 

friendship centre above, although instead of only a half circle, it will be 

a full circle, representing not a mediation between cultures but a purely 

indigenous building. The structure is reciprocal, holding itself up through 

its mutually supporting beams weaved in a circular pattern representing 

indigenous ideas regarding the importance of relationships, equality, and 

all aspects of life being inherently connected. 

Roof

 The roof has a large oculus in the centre where the light will re-

fl ect the time of the day and season as it moves across the walls and fl oor. 

Walls

 The earthen wall that has descended the hill from the friendship 

centre wraps around the gathering space. This time the exterior wall of 

the building is 3 meters from the roof allowing for a skylight between the 

earth wall and the proper building roof. This space will exaggerate the 

sunlight hitting the wall. Plants can grow all year in this space, therefore 

the courtyard will draw your eye through the entire space to the back 

“feature” wall. 
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Circulation

 The building entry will be on the South facade as it is closest to 

vehicle and pedestrian access. Although for summer ceremonies, all of the 

walls on the eastern side of the building will slide open for an expanded 

indoor/outdoor space. Changing rooms and a preparation kitchen will be 

on the North side, tucked in between the wall curving back outward. A 

mezzanine runs around the edges of the building, creating an upper view-

ing area and more intimate gathering areas. 

Main Program Supporting Program

WORK SPACE

EVENT SPACE

DRESSING ROOMS

WASHROOMS

MULTIPURPOSE SPACES

SMALLER BREAKOUT SPACES

CAFE + RESTAURANT

WORK

PREPARE
CHANGE

EAT/DRINK

RELAX/WATCH

GATHER

DISCUSS
CONGREGATE
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WORK

CONGREGATE

GATHER

GATHER

DISCUSS
RELAX
WATCH

RELAX
WATCH

EAT/DRINKVIEW - FESTIVITIES

VIEW - RIVER

Cultural Event Centre program

Cultural Event Centre program relationships

Program

 The main area in this building is the event space, which is essen-

tially an open circular space. Everything surrounding this space is supple-

mentary. There are areas to sit, relax and watch the festivities, change 

rooms, washrooms, and a restaurant/cafe with the capacity to feed large 

crowds. This space can be used for weddings, traditional dance groups, cul-

tural events like pow wows, and community events like farmers markets.  

The cafe will be open during the week for the skiers, mountain bikers, 

runners, picnickers, dog walkers and boaters recreationally using the park. 

The upstairs has a mezzanine for extra viewing space, a computer work 

area for independent fi rst nations businesses, a boardroom for chief and 

council meetings, and two multipurpose rooms for medium sized events 

or classes.
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CHAPTER 4: CONCLUSION

 This Thesis is intending to plant a seed for a permanent, growing 

indigenous cultural dialog in the built form, structure and values of the 

city. The architecture intends to test the architectural form and organiza-

tion of the modern friendship centre. The project is addressing the  past 

present and future of the indigenous community in both functional, and 

metaphorical terms. 

 The project is testing ideas of a holistic community model of archi-

tecture and what that might look like designed within indigenous beliefs 

and values. The hope is that this model of an expanded friendship cen-

tre creates a holistic community design and will be transferable to other 

Canadian cities. Most major cities across the Nation deal with these same 

issue to varying degrees. The aspects that are fundamental to this project 

will be transferable to other cities: 

1. The form of the over all community design addresses historic damage 

in an explicit way, for every citizen to see and understand. What I mean 

by this is that there is something visible in a relatively monumental way so 

that it will be easily recognizable as a special and permanent space. For 

my project this is the wall/path descending the river valley, as it is creating 

a cliff condition of up to 3 storeys, visible from many places on the op-

pasite side of the river valley. This acts as a constant reminder to the city 

of edmonton of the re-embedding of this culture into the city, as well as a 

potential conversation starter for indigenous related issues. 

2. The form of the overall design leaves room for future growth of the 

community. In my design this is accomplished through the infrastructure 

installed in the wall. 
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3. The form of the friendship centre provides enough room for public 

community spaces, while simultaneously addressing every age and level of 

community member, from taking in arriving citizens, to providing a space 

for children to be cared for, to providing comfort to the transient and 

homeless community. 

4. The friendship centre is in a highly accessible location. 

5. There is a highly accessible large gathering space for placeless events to 

be grounded in a dedicated space in the city. This must be less than 5 min-

utes walking distance from the Friendship centre to allow for interacting 

activities without the need of a car. 

6. There is a component of the building that is intended to be built by the 

community. 

 In conclusion I know that in this thesis I have only touched the tip 

of the iceburg in terms of understanding indigenous culture and political 

and cultural situations and history. I can only hope that my best effort has 

done some justice to the topic. Every Canadian citizen should take it upon 

themselves to learn everything they can about this beautiful culture and 

the Nations tragic history because there is far too much willful ignorance 

related to these tough topics. It was an absolute honor to study indigen-

ous cultures for the last 8 months. Chief Perry Bellegarde from the As-

sembly of First Nations gives a perfect closing statement:

My belief and hope is that Canadians are starting to get it. I’m hopeful that 
through [The Truth and Reconciliation Commission] people are starting to 
open their eyes. That really the relationship between indigenous and non-in-
digenous peoples has to change. Because there has been a lot of suffering1.

1 CBC Radio. Truth and Reconciliation: Not an aboriginal problem, a Canadian one. 

http://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-june-2-2015-1.3096552/

truth-and-reconciliation-not-an-aboriginal-problem-a-canadian-one-1.3096581
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