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of our Agricultural Faculty. We will always be the small school with big 
spirit and a bigger heart. We are something incredibly special and unique 
within the greater Dalhousie mosaic,” he said.
 	 “I leave it in your hands to share your experiences of your time spent 
on campus. Share the stories of the people you met, the lessons you 
learned and opportunities you explored. Share with others your sense of 
being home. Encourage others to experience the magic and excitement 
of one of the most unique and dynamic places to study in Canada. Let’s 
keep encouraging creative and kind people to walk through these doors. 
They will leave a little older, a little wiser, confident and educated. Most 
importantly, they will graduate feeling like we do today: ready to take on 
whatever should come our way next!”	

Faculty Awards Presented

The 2013 Faculty Award for Teaching Excellence was presented to Dr. Jin 
Yue during the inaugural Tribute Awards Ceremony on Friday, May 3 as 
part of Convocation celebrations.  
	 Dr. Yue has been teaching on campus since January 2009, but in 
that short time he has had a significant impact on student learning in 
the math program.  Not only does he teach a number of math courses, 
but he plays a key role in organizing and staffing the Math and Physics 
Help Centre.   With his assistance, the Help Centre has expanded its hours 
and become a vibrant and active space for students to learn.  He takes 
a hands-on approach to instruction, teaching his entire tutorial sections 
himself and using multiple methods and examples to help students with 
different learning styles master the material.  He has both expanded the 
material covered in the calculus courses and improved student perfor-
mance.
	 Dr. Yue is passionate about the material he teaches and incorporates 
many innovative teaching methods, constantly engaging his students. He 
is a champion for student success, cheers both large and small victories 
for those in his classroom and is always concerned with improving his 
classes to satisfy his pupils’ needs.
	 The 2013 Achievement in Internationalization Award was presented 
to Dr. Tess Astatkie. Dr. Astatkie has contributed to a number of interna-
tional initiatives over the years, both as a representative of our Faculty in 
other countries and hosting and mentoring international colleagues on 
our own campus.  His activities have had an impact on research, teaching 
and science and agricultural education around the world.
	 Some of Dr. Astatkie’s most significant contributions come from his 
role as the director of the “Agricultural Sustainability” and the “Post-harvest 
Management to Improve Livelihoods in Ethiopia” projects.  These projects 
involved research activities both here and in Ethiopia, sharing of technical 
expertise with colleagues in Ethiopia, training and support for Ethiopian 
scholars and internship opportunities for several undergraduate students.  
	 Dr. Astatkie maintains collaborative relationships with researchers 
around the world, resulting in numerous co-authored peer-reviewed 
articles and conference presentations.  He also plays a personal role in 
internationalizing our campus. Congratulations are extended to both of 
these worthy candidates.

Eastlink Agri-Golf Classic

Join us on July 19th to enjoy the beautiful Glasgow Hills course and 
to renew friendships with fellow industry and alumni partners. The 
17th annual Classic is being held at the Glasgow Hills  Resort and 
Golf Club on July 19, 2013.The  registration is now open and the 
form and information can be found at 
www.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/about/agricultural-cam-
pus/Athletics/registration2013.pdf 

The registration deadline is June 30, 2013. The E astlink Agri-Golf 
Classic is supported by the following sponsors to date – E ast-
link Business, Coca-Cola Bottling,   Zoetis with more support-
ers pending. I f you would like more information or want to 
support the event with a sponsorship, please contact Judy at 	
Judith.smith@dal.ca or (902) 893-6661.

VARSITY AWARDS

Awards presented at the Annual Athletics Awards Banquet included:

HUSTLE Award
Badminton...............................................................Julien Ragot
Basketball (m).........................................................Joe Gushue      
Basketball (w)......................................................... Hillary Hopper       
Rugby (w).................................................................Joan Cole              
Soccer (m)................................................................Chris Ross                      
Soccer (w).................................................................Leah Cook                                                                                          
Volleyball (w)..........................................................Kayli Gault   
Woodsmen (m)......................................................Andrew McEwan
Woodsmen (w)......................................................Jessie Swinamer   

MIP Award
Badminton...............................................................Steve MacQuarrie
Basketball (m)......................................................... Cody Locke 
Basketball (w).........................................................Rebecca Parra
Rugby (w).................................................................Megan O’Leary
Soccer (m)................................................................Willem Schepp      
Soccer (w).................................................................Aimee Cormier

Athletics
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Volleyball (w)..........................................................Danica Leclerc
Woodsmen (m)......................................................Brad Elliott   
Woodsmen (w)......................................................Emily Clarke

ROOKIE Award
Badminton...............................................................Kayla Wolfe
Basketball (m).........................................................Ian Kamp
Basketball (w).........................................................Emily Davis
Rugby (w).................................................................Whitney Shaver               
Soccer (m)................................................................Chris Morash
Soccer (w).................................................................Janelle MacKeil
Volleyball (w)..........................................................Rachel Hughes      
Woodsmen (m)......................................................Angus Gibson
Woodsmen (w)......................................................Pascal McLeod
Equestrian................................................................Eric Pace
Cross Country.........................................................John Yool
Golf..............................................................................Cody Locke   

FOURTH YEAR VARSITY ATHLETE AWARD

Woodsmen
Geoff Larkin 
Evan Rafuse 
Julie Vermeer
Jenna Rippey 

Basketball
Jessica Leck 

Rugby
Jessica Leck 
Georgia Lewis
Ashley Mullins
Jeanette Van der Linden

Soccer
Melissa Bahri
Julie Poirier 

FIFTH YEAR VARSITY ATHLETE AWARD

Woodsmen
Kyle Gallant

Rugby
Holly Morton 
Samantha Haley 

MVP AWARD
Badminton...............................................................Chris Ross
Basketball (m).........................................................Tyler MacDonald
Basketball (w).........................................................Emily Davis
Rugby (w).................................................................Holly Morton
Soccer (m)................................................................Craig MacEachern               
Soccer (w).................................................................Melissa Bahri
Volleyball (w)..........................................................Zoe Pocock
Woodsmen (m)......................................................Mike Grant

Woodsmen (w)......................................................Julie Vermeer
Equestrian Club.....................................................Emma Rappoldt
Cross Country.........................................................Kevin Morin
Golf..............................................................................Jescynda Cain-Hotham

KS MARCHANT AWARD

 K.S. Marchant  Award goes to the student athlete with highest average 
among all varsity programs.

Technical:   Joan Cole (Rugby), Middle Musquodoboit, NS
Degree:   Amy Unicomb (Rugby), Truro, NS     

 ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

Female:   Melissa Bahri (Soccer), Windsor, NS
Male:   Chris Ross (Badminton, Soccer), Harmony, NS

An exceptional athlete, a Soccer All-Conference Team selection and 
team MVP, Melissa Bahri, Windsor NS, was named Female Athlete of the 
Year at Dalhousie’s Agricultural Campus on March 22, 2013.
	 Chris Ross, Harmony, NS, a two sport All Conference Selection, an 
All-Canadian and a two-time Academic All-Canadian joined her as Male 
Athlete of the Year.
	 “Chris Ross and Melissa Bahri are very deserving recipients of these 
top awards,” said Director of Athletic Services Judy Smith.  “They are 
exceptional athletes and also show tremendous leadership skills on and 
off the field of play.”
	 Melissa is described by her coach as the type of athlete who does 
not play to receive awards or compliments.  She plays for the joy of 
competition and the feeling of camaraderie that comes from playing 
well and playing hard in a team sport.  No matter what position she 
is asked to play, Melissa plays with passion!  She has demonstrated 
leadership on and off the field and led by example with a loud voice 
encouraging, prodding, complimenting and laughing in practice and in 
games.  She understands that sport is fun when it is played with inten-
sity and like life, what you get out of it is proportionate to what you put 
in; that winning is great--- but a team is more than just the final score.
	 Chris Ross is fiercely competitive and internally motivated.  Chris 
supports his teammates and pushes them to play hard while know-
ing when they need a laugh to feel better. He is continually trying to 
improve his skills as a player while helping his teammates do the same.  
Chris is an excellent student, a leader and an exceptional athlete. He 
represents his team, his university and himself well at all times.	
Congratulations!
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ALL ACADEMIC ATHLETES  
                               
Athletes who have demonstrated excellence in academics and athletics, 
achieving the required average of 80 or above for “Honors” and a posi-
tion on a varsity team.

Basketball
Emily Davis 
Rebecca Parra 
Ian Kamp 
Josh Borgal
Emily Estabrooks

Soccer
Chris Ross
Aimee Cormier 
Brittany MacLean 
Cameron Arsenault 
Josh Borgal 
Josh Hamlin
Al Loureiro 
Leah Cook 
Mikaela Jahncke 
Craig MacEachern 
Emily Estabrooks 
Robert Matheson
Julie Poirier 
Rebecca Parra

Badminton
Michelle Lier 
Steve MacQuarrie 
Chris Ross

Rugby
Kaylee Little 
April MacHattie 
Amy Unicomb
Brianna Berlemont 
Lauren Berlemont 
Joan Cole
Jaimee Eastabrook 
Margaret Sutherland 
Georgia Lewis 
Holly Morton 

Volleyball
Rachel Hughes
Lauren Berlemont

Woodsmen
Angus Gibson
Pascal MacLeod 
Emily Clarke
Kamryn Findlay
Kayla Graham
Bridget Wilson

Emily Peters
Julie Vermeer
Jenna Rippey
Kyle Gallant 

ACAA ALL- CONFERENCE ATHLETES (Atlantic Collegiate 
Athletic Association)

Soccer
Chris Morash
Melissa Bahri
Chris Ross
Leah Cook

Badminton
Chris Ross

Rugby
Holly Morton
Becky Blank                           
Joan Cole
Jeanette Van der Linden
Georgia Lewis
Whitney Shaver & ACAA Rookie of the Year 

Volleyball
Zoe Pocock

CILA (Canadian Intercollegiate Lumberjacking Assoc.) 
CILA ECHO CHALLENGE WINNER - Geoff Larkin
CILA MVP - Mike Grant

CCAA All-Canadian (Canadian Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation)
Chris Ross

CCAA ACADEMIC ALL CANADIANS

The SIRC-CCAA Academic All Canadian Award is the CCAA’s most presti-
gious student-athlete award, epitomizing their mandate of recognizing 
excellence in academics and athletics. To achieve this honour, a student-
athlete must be named to his/her respective Conference All-Star teams 
(1st and 2nd) in a CCAA Sport, and must achieve a GPA standing of 3.5 
on a 4.0 scale or equivalent as defined by his/her institution. 

Chris Ross (Badminton) 
Leah Cook (Soccer)
Paul Manning (Cross 
Country)
Kevin Morin (Cross 
Country)

Agricola News / Athletics
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Annual Giving Report
The Faculty of Agriculture is extremely grateful for the generosity of the alumni, friends and organizations that have chosen to sup-
port our Faculty. The list acknowledges those who have made financial contributions to the Faculty of Agriculture or former NSAC 
between April 1, 2012 and March 31, 2013. This is one small way for us to say thank you. We would also like to thank our donors who 
have chosen to remain anonymous. 

GIFTS OVER $10,000 

Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada
Atlantic Farm Mechanization Show
Canadian International Development Agency
Estates of Edward & Dorothy Aveleigh Brown
Harrison McCain Foundation
Stuco Holdings Limited 

PLANNED GIFTS

John Atkin
Peter Hamilton
Malcolm MacQuarrie

CLASSES

Class of 1939
Bernard G. Kuhn

Class of 1944
Clara (Starratt) Galway

Class of 1945
James W. Jamieson

Class of 1946
William B. Collins
J. Gordon Crowe
Harold B. Specht

Class of 1947
Hugh M. MacLean
Eric P. MacPhail

Class of 1948
Chesley L. Lockhart
James M. Winmill

Class of 1950
Norman S. Logan

Class of 1951
Blair Bonnyman
William C. Durant

Ken MacKay
Charles L. Ricketson
Malcolm D. Ross

Class of 1952
William L. Hanlon
Keith A. McCully
Robert A. Murray
Arnold C. Pitman

Class of 1954
Robert M. Colpitts
Eric Meek
Vernon Murray
Robert L. Parks

Class of 1955
Bob Hebb
George I. Jeffrey
Donald P. McInnes

Class of 1956
Gilbert Allen
Nelson E. Ball
Doug Byers
Doug & Carlene Crouse
Harry & Beth Crouse
Dick Huggard
Ted MacNintch
Bill Seaman
Daniel Stewart
William B. Stewart

Class of 1957
John Eaton
Ralph Ferguson

Class or 1958
Donald L. Grant
Jess M. Thompson

Class of 1959
Dale Ells
Campbell Gunn
Stanley J. Warwick
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Class of 1960
Arthur B. Allen
Gilbert MacDonald

Class of 1961
Cornelia Murray

Class of 1962
Wayne E. Davidson
Evans N. Estabrooks
Arnold L. Lemmon
Harvey W. MacDonald
Harold F. Mason
John G. Massey
M. Ray Nicholson
Wayne F. Parker
John W. Reid
Robert J. Scott
Barbara J. Sproull-Seplaki
Kenneth J. Streatch
Marinus A. Van de Sande
Richard S. Whitaker

Class of 1963
Donald L. Byers
Ralph Glendon Smith

Class of 1964
Robert Bentley
Jack F. Burnham
Francis E. Cotter
Rick Holley
David W. Oulton
Audrey S. Payne
William R. Rector
Sedgewick P. Sinclair

Class of 1965
Ronald Fraser
Ralph C. Murray

Class of 1966
Harold W. Cook
Stephen D. Casselman
Charles Hiltz
John E. Madill
David W. Thorne

Class of 1968
Isaac W. Smith

Class of 1970
David & Joyce Thompson

Class of 1971
Brian H. Duplessis
Douglas G. Lea
Bertrum H. MacDonald
Darrell W. Smith

Class of 1972
Gary G. MacKay
Alford Smith

Class of 1973
Stephen & Patti Healy

Class of 1974
Donna E. Spracklin

Class of 1975
John A. Brown
Clara LeBlanc
Ron & Susan Trueman
Carol Versteeg

Class of 1976
Catherine A. Gallivan
Harry & Joanne Van Der Linden

Class of 1978
Boyd R. Crouse
Nancy Pitts

Class of 1979
Harold R. MacNevin
John B. Van Den Hof

Class of 1980
Andrew B. Crouse

Class of 1981
Margaret M. Trenholm
Nancy L. Zwicker

Class of 1982
Arsene Babineau
Michael R. Green
Margarete L. Zillig

Class of 1984
Gerrit & Marlene Groenenberg
Chris Richards
Nancy J. Smith

Class of 1985
Christine D. Carroll
Janice & Larry (‘82) Lutz
Martha H. Robinson

Class of 1986
Anthony J. Gorham

Class of 1988
Cynthia Mitchell
Miriam E. Tams

Class of 1989
Bruce & Theresa Andrews

Class of 1990
Barbara E. Whiston

Class of 1992
Carl & Karen Duivenvoorden

Class of 1993
Jane MacLaurin

Class of 1997
L. & C. Matheson
Dan Scothorn

Class of 1999
A.J. Connell

Class of 2001
Jenna Tingley Forsyth

Class of 2002
Barbara J. Christie

Class of 2003
Matthew Reeves

Class of 2005
Holly L. Hines

Class of 2007
David U. Christie
Meghan Miller

Class of 2008
Debra L. McLellan
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ORGANIZATIONS

Animal Nutrition Assoc. of Canada
Atlantic Association of Landscape Designers
Atlantic Holstein Relations Committee
Atlantic Land Improvement Contractors Association
Atlantic Poultry Incorporated
Atlantic Rhododendron and Horticultural Society 
Bedford Horticultural Society
Beeler Consulting Inc. (Byron Beeler, ’56)
Bible Hill Garden Club
BMA Constructors
Chicken Producers Association
Compass Group Canada
Co-op Atlantic
Dalhousie Agricultural Association of Graduate Students
Dalhousie Agricultural Student Association
Dairy Farmers of Newfoundland
Dairy Farmers of Nova Scotia
Dartmouth Horticultural Society
Dykeview Farms
Eastern Shore Garden Club
Eastern Veterinary Technician 
Egg Producers of Newfoundland
Fall River Garden Club
Farm Focus
Farmers Dairy
Green Diamond Equipment
Inverness County Federation of Agriculture
Isgonish Chapter IODE
Landscape NB Hort. Trades Association
Landscape Nova Scotia
Lunenburg Queens Federation of Agriculture 
KBAC Constructors
Kings County Federation of Agriculture
Kings Mutual Insurance Company
Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Agriculture
New Brunswick Institute of Agrologists
Nova Scotia 4-H Council
Nova Scotia Animal Breeders
Nova Scotia Egg Producers
Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture
Nova Scotia Power Incorporated
Nova Scotia Veterinary Medical Association
NS/NF Holstein Assoc. of Canada
Oak Hollow Farm
Oakridge Farm
Ouest-Ville Perennials
Patterson Law
PEI Department of Agriculture 
Pork Nova Scotia
Portraits by Johanna
Prince Edward Island Potato Board
RBC Royal Bank Financial Group
Rotary Club of Truro
Shur Gain/Nutreco Canada Inc.
St. David’s United Church
Stephen S. Healy Financial Services (Stephen & Patti Healy, ’73)
Stewiacke Valley Garden Club

Syngenta Pest Management
TD Insurance Meloche Monnex
Wentworth Garden Club
Wesley United Church
White Burgess Langille Inman
Wild Blueberry Producers Association
Young Farmers of PEI

FRIENDS

Colin R. Bell
Sylvia Branton
Judith Brodie
Estate of Marguerite I. Vernon
Ken Brown
T. Stanley Cameron
Paul Campbell
Thomas & Carmel Chisholm
Laura Clark
Marilyn Cummings
Barbara Dundon
Nigel Firth
Eldon Fitch
Shirley Francis
Brenda Gilmour
Jennifer Graham
Edith Hudgins
Doug Keddy
Ann Leblanc
Rachel Mack
Rod & Jean MacLeod
Lloyd Mapplebeck & Lauranne Sanderson
Greta Mathewson
Sayed Mirbod
Susan Radford
Tammy Rafuse
Jeff Ransome
Paula Rix
Michael R. Roda
Elizabeth Russell
Nerenne Russell
Katherine Sanford
Heather Sayer
Ted Semple
Wayne & Donna Shunamon 
James & Marion Smith
J. A. Kathleen Smith
H. Sodhi
Mark and Jennifer Starratt
Sheila Stevenson
Greg Thistle
Blake & Patricia Thomas
Andrew Thompson
Anita Threlfall
Bonnie Waddell
Jeff Williams
Sheila Wilson
Jill Wood
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Class of ‘62

Van der Borch, Peter…is a retired vetenarian and physiothera-
pist.  While running in July 2012, he was hit by a car, fractured a 
hip, got a new hip, was in rehabilitation, had an arthroscopy, got 
his knee cleaned out, went back to rehab and is slowly progress-
ing in recuperative health. It’s a tough road to hoe, as he’ll never 
run again. He’ll see you in runner’s heaven! 

Class of ‘70

Dill, Gregg…after working for Alberta Agriculture & R ural De-
velopment in L ethbridge, AB as R egional E ngineer and then as 
Irrigation Engineer for a total of 32 years, Dill moved ‘back home’ 
to live in Old Barns, Nova Scotia with his wife Sandra (nee Hall).  
Employment opportunities will be entertained.

Class of ‘71

DuPlessis, Brian…has retired from his role as Manager of the 
Potato Development Centre, New Brunswick Department of Ag-
riculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries, after over 41 years of service 
to the Agriculture industry in New Brunswick.

Class of ‘80

Donkin, Shawn…is Professor of Animal Sciences at Purdue Uni-
versity, Indiana. Donkin was appointed Associate Director of Agri-
culture Research in August 2011. In this role he is responsible for 
developing and facilitating activities which enhance the gradu-
ate student and post-doctoral experience in the College of Agri-
culture at Purdue.

Class of ‘81

Abbass, David…lives in Bonn, Germany and works as Public In-
formation Officer for the United Nations Climate Change Secre-
tariat.

Class of ’82

Raksi, Ricardo…works in Brazil as an agronomist and federal 
agricultural inspector for the Ministry of Agriculture. Raksi would 
like to say hello to his friends from the Agriculture campus, es-
pecially   Faizullah, Nancy, Juan, Alva, Mohammed, Jesus, Carol 
Grove, George McIntosh, Mark and Allan.

Class of ’86 

Bore, John…joined the T ea R esearch Foundation of Kenya as 
a Horticulturist in August 1993 and currently holds the post of 
Deputy Director of Research.

Class of ’08

Whitehead, Megan...is employed as a R egistered V eterinary 
Nurse at Broadleys Veterinary Hospital in Fife in Scotland. White-
head would love to hear from anyone! If any 2008 techs are in the 
UK let her know!

Class of ’10

Gregoric (Martin), Tamara…lives in G wandalan, Australia and 
works as a Registered Veterinary Technician at the Doyalson Ani-
mal Hospital.

Class of ’11

Yheng, Yi…is studying for a Masters in Food, Agricultural and Re-
source Economics at the University of Guelph.  Her area of interest 
is the adoption of Total Mixed R ation Practice and Profitability: 
The Case of Ontario Dairy Farms.

In Touch!

In Memory
The Faculty of Agriculture and the Alumni Association  	
acknowledge the passing of the following alumni and 
friends. We extend our deepest sympathy to friends and 
family.

Mr. Ira C Lewis.............................................................................. 1938

Mr. Vaughan R. Coates.............................................................. 1944

Mr. Douglas T. Slater.................................................................. 1947

Mr. John W. Allan........................................................................ 1955

Mr. Paul M. Bishop...................................................................... 1957

Mr. Robert R. Graham................................................................ 1958

Dr. Bernie MacDonald.................................................1946 – 2013

The Faculty of Agriculture was 
saddened to learn of the sudden 
passing of Dr. Bernie MacDonald 
on January 16, 2013.  	
Dr. MacDonald was the former 
vice-president administration and 
co-president of the former Nova 
Scotia Agricultural College, who 
passed away at the age of 66.
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the agricultural campus is a pretty unique place, as we hear often. 
What’s your favourite characteristic of the faculty of agriculture?

i	like	the	family	feel	on	campus,	that	we	care	about	each	other	and	
that	we	know	and	care	about	our	students.	We	know	the	students	by	
name	and	often	their	parents	or	siblings.

if a graduate from the 1970’s arrived on campus today, for the fi rst 
time since graduation, what do you think they would notice as the 
most signifi cant change?

they	would	notice	that	the	signage	has	changed	as	part	of	our	be-
coming	the	Faculty	of	Agriculture.	that	 is	an	outward	change	only.	
Many	of	the	principles,	values	and	attitudes	of	‘getting	it	done’	con-
tinue	to	exist.	they	might	also	notice	that	some	familiar	faces	are	now	
retired:	John	Bubar,	John	tait,	Peter	sanger	and	others.	But	it	is	still	the	
same	place,	with	spirited	students	on	the	woodsmen	team.	Although	
i	had	heard	“Aggies	once….”	recently	 i	have	not	heard	“good	night	
irene”	since	my	days	in	trueman	House	in	the	1970s!

if you had a vision for the faculty of agriculture 20 years from now, 
what would it look like and why?

My	vision	is	that	it	would	be	the	best	darn	Faculty	of	Agriculture	in	
Canada.	 Why?	 Because	 it	 is	 newly	 connected	 to	 a	 comprehensive	
university	with	the	potential	to	establish	unique	trans-discipline	net-
works	in	a	time	when	the	world	of	science	more	fully	appreciates	the	
vital	nature	of	forging	across	traditional	boundaries.	i	believe	that	it	is	
across	the	traditional	boundaries	that	the	solutions	to	many	of	today’s	
complex	problems	lie.	

We are almost a year into the merger with dalhousie university. 
How do you feel about it? Have you seen a lot of change on campus? 

i	think	we	have	all	been	challenged	anew	to	be	learners;	learners	of	
new	 fi	nancial	 terms,	 procedures	 and	 forms.	 i	 have	 been	 impressed	
and	grateful	for	the	many	Halifax	campus	colleagues	who	have	been	
committed	to	helping	make	the	merger	as	smooth	as	possible.

Why do you think it is important that we continue to forge partner-
ships with universities in diff erent countries, and encourage inter-
national students to study at the faculty of agriculture?

NsAC,	now	Dalhousie’s	Faculty	of	Agriculture,	was	already	very	con-
nected	internationally.	this	included	international	students	from	Afri-
ca	studying	agriculture,	Dale	ells’	(Class	of	’59)	early	leadership	and	ini-
tiatives	in	international	development	projects,	and	the	establishment	
of	an	international	reputation	for	scientifi	c	and	agricultural	research.	
More	recently	the	program	has	developed	to	include	academic	articu-
lation	programs,	outbound	student	mobility	and	internship	opportu-
nities.		today	we	continue	to	have	a	strong	reputation	for	participatory	
partnerships	with	other	educational	partners	in	Africa,	Asia	and	the	
Caribbean.	
	 As	a	Faculty	of	Agriculture	we	are	in	a	unique	position	to	be	able	
to	share	our	knowledge	and	practical	skills	to	impact	agriculture	and	
food	security	in	the	developing	world.	of	course	we	don’t	have	all	of	
the	answers!	We	need	to	continue	to	do	this	in	full	partnership	mode,	
ensuring	that	our	international	partners	are	being	selective	and	cus-
tomizing	the	knowledge	and	skills	that	are	appropriate	for	their	con-
text.		i	think	this	is	one	of	the	ways	that	we,	the	Faculty	of	Agriculture,	
contributes	to	the	corporate	citizenship	and	global	commitment	of	
our	university.	

Look Who’s Talking
Nancy pitts nee crowe (class of ’78)
Look Who’s Talking is a regular section in Agricola News. In each 
issue, an alumnus discusses his or her thoughts on various topics 
relevant to the Faculty of Agriculture. 

Biography
Dr.	Nancy	Pitts	is	Assistant	Dean,	international,	
at	the	Faculty	of	Agriculture.
	 Nancy	grew	up	on	a	small	family	dairy	farm	
in	onslow,	Nova	scotia.	she	was	very	involved	
in	the	running	of	the	farm	which	led	to	her	
developing	a	love	of	agriculture.	
	 she	fi	rst	pursued	a	technical	diploma	in	
Chemistry	laboratory	skills	at	the	former	
NsAC.	that	was	followed	in	succession	by	three	
degrees	(B.sc.	(Agr.),	Msc.,	PhD)	from	Mcgill	
University	and	the	University	of	guelph	in	agri-
cultural	and	food	chemistry.	Nancy	began	her	
professional	career	with	Alberta	Agriculture	in	a	research/extension	

position	at	the	Brooks	Horticultural	research	Centre.
	 in	1989	Nancy	returned	to	Nova	scotia	as	an	Assistant	Professor	
in	the	Chemistry	and	soil	science	Department,	NsAC.	she	was	the	
lead	instructor	in	the	Food	Quality	Assurance	technology	program	
and	a	volunteer	international	student	advisor.	over	the	last	20	years	

she	has	provided	applied	training	and	informa-
tion	transfer	to	international	colleges	and	
universities.
										she	presently	teaches	the	fi	rst	year	under-
graduate	chemistry	courses.	Her	instruction	of	
the	fi	rst	year	classes	intrigued	her	suffi		ciently	
to	pursue	two	mid-career	degrees	in	pedagogy	
at	st.	Francis	Xavier	University	(B.ed.,	2003;	M.	
Adult	education,	2007).	
										Dr	Pitts’	research	interests	are	numerous	
and	diverse;	these	include	sensory	and	quality	
of	food	products,	mature	learners	in	the	class-
room,	and	trends	in	science	education.
										in	her	role	as	Assistant	Dean,	international	
Nancy	is	responsible	for	giving	academic	lead-

ership	in	areas	pertaining	to	internationalization	of	the	campus.



Community  
Open House

A summer tradition
Thursday, July 25, 2013  |  10:00-2:00

Dalhousie’s Agricultural Campus

Driving with the 
top down.

Community

A family barbeque on a warm summer night. Great entertainment.

Re-live your university days with your family and friends. 
Attend a reunion, catch up on the latest agriculture research 
or just enjoy some hands-on fun.

Faculty of Agriculture

dal.ca/agopenhouse



Insurance program recommended by

The TD Insurance Meloche Monnex home and auto insurance program is underwritten by SECURITY NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY. The program is distributed by Meloche Monnex Insurance and Financial Services Inc. in Quebec and by Meloche Monnex Financial Services Inc. in the rest of Canada. 
  Due to provincial legislation, our auto insurance program is not offered in British Columbia, Manitoba or Saskatchewan. 
 *No purchase required. Contest organized jointly with Primmum Insurance Company and open to members, employees and other eligible persons belonging to employer, professional and alumni groups which have an agreement with and are entitled to group rates from the organizers.  

Contest ends on October 31, 2013. Draw on November 22, 2013. One (1) prize to be won. The winner may choose between a Lexus ES 300h hybrid (approximate MSRP of $58,902 which includes freight, pre-delivery inspection, fees and applicable taxes) or $60,000 in Canadian funds. Skill-testing 
question required. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. Complete contest rules available at melochemonnex.com/contest.

 ®/The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or a wholly-owned subsidiary, in Canada and/or other countries.

Discover why over 375,000 graduates 
enjoy greater savings

Join the growing number of graduates who enjoy greater savings from  
TD Insurance on home and auto coverage.
Most insurance companies offer discounts for combining home and auto policies, or your good  

driving record. What you may not know is that we offer these savings too, plus we offer preferred 

rates to Alumni of the Dalhousie University Faculty of Agriculture. You’ll also receive our highly 

personalized service and great protection that suits your needs. Find out how much you could save.

Request a quote today
1-888-589-5656
Monday to Friday: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

melochemonnex.com/dal
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