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to be accepted. Instead, he was repudiated, branded a traitor, and 
compelled to flee. Joel's return to Woodbury had thus reinforced his 
Loyalist ideology. Although they had been on the losing side of a civil 
war, the Loyalist attitude was not based solely on loss, for they sought 
to stress the beneficial effects of their role in the war, especially the 
nobleness of their cause.68 Upon arriving at Chappel Street, New 
York, Joel received Isaac Tomlinson's reply to his letter of 27 July. His 
friend's words must have been most comforting: 

I have recently heard the Cursed Spirit of Persecution Still Prevailed. 
Oh Discord! Discord! how long will thou continue to Distract with thy 
Baneful!, and Sooty Influence the Unworthy Descendants of Britain­
to the Utter Extinction of All the Noble Virtues of Justice, and 
Humanity-is it Not Enough that the Din of War Should Summon up 
the resentments, and blason forth the fury of Man-but Must The 
Golden Winged Messenger of Peace be Insulted Also with the most 
Untimely and revengeful! Persecutions. 

To Joel, Tomlinson's letter was truly prophetic. Were not the Loyalists 
martyrs in a noble cause? "Surely you will not regret, my friend," 
Tomlinson continued, "but rather Rejoice at the Prospect of Taking 
Leave of an Ungrateful Country, Which Experience has Taught Us,­
has Long been in a State of Total Anarchy and Void of Every Principle 
of Justice. Here (New Brunswick) is an Asyllum of Freedom, and 
Safety. Not only for you, but for all our Loyal American friends-and 
Well Worthy their Acceptance."69 The die had been cast. Joel would go 
to England to see compensation. 

After Joel had been forced to leave Connecticut, Leah also left the 
state on 14 October 1783.70 Thirteen days later, with his wife three 
months pregnant, Joel departed for England arriving in London on 23 
December after "a long & tedious passage". However, "one good 
Effect" of the voyage, as he indicated to Leah, was that he enjoyed 
"better health now than for 2\12 years past .... "71 Unfortunately, the 
same could not be said for Leah and the children because their new son 
Lewis died in June. 72 Una ware of his son's death, Joel, by June 1784, 
was worried about his wife for he had been in London six months and 
had not heard from her. "I am Surprisd," he wrote to Leah, "that I 
have not Receivd a line from you or any person in York-& am Very 
anxious indeed (to) hear of your health & situation & the Child & let 
me beg & require that you do not fail my Dear to inform me every 
Opportunity." As soon as he obtained a settlement for his claims, Joel 
was determined to return. While Leah's father would attend to the 
legacy of the Moore estate, he then would" ... Come out to Some part 
of America & hope to Settle with my family probably for life for I have 
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not Alterted my Opinion of England Since I left York though I enjoy 
the Blessings of health hear."7J Joel, meanwhile, wrote to Leman in the 
spring of 1784 asking him to assist Leah with money or in any way 
possible. Leah's father, William Moore, remained in London through­
out much of 1784 and, as Joel explained to Leman, "Treats one very 
Cordially-but he being a Very high friend to the American Indepen­
dence cannot assist in my Government affairs .... "74 

William Moore soon returned to America but Joel would be delayed 
in London for another two years. Not unexpectedly, his extended stay 
in England strained his marital relations and, as he acknowledged in 
his narrative, he had left Leah under conditions of severe hardship 
which she had never before experienced. 75 To say the least, her circum­
stances were distressing, for she wrote to Joel in September 1785, 
eleven months after he had left New York, lamenting that "it seems as 
if you have forgot you even had a family for my part I am in a 
miser[ble] situation I have not a Shilling nor a home to go to and what 
will become of me this winter God only knows." Imploring Joel to 
return, Leah exclaimed that if he did not come soon, she would 
proceed to England at the "first opportunity".76 

In August 1784 Joel had appeared before the Claims Commission­
ers and was awarded a bounty of £30 a year retroactive to January 
1784.77 The annuity must have seemed disappointingly small. For all 
his losses and sacrifices, he was to receive a pittance of £30 a year. Far 
from gratified, Joel sought redress, endeavouring to have his case 
presented again even though he realized the "Design of the Commis­
sioners may not be so particular for granting present relief." Joel 
petitioned that he might be able to settle his family in his Majesty's 
territory and be provided with some form of assistance.78 

By the spring of 1786 the estate of John Moore had finally been 
settled and $250,000 was deposited in the Bank of England in Lewis 
Moore's name to be ultimately distributed to the heirs of the estate. 79 

Understandably, then, by far the greater portion of Joel's time in 
London was not concerned with the Claims Commission but with the 
legacy due the Moore family which had been put into the Court of 
Chancery by John Blackburn, one of the executors of the estate. 

Having been paid for attending to the Moore estate, Joel booked 
passage on the brig Providence which was destined for Quebec where 
he intended to settle his family. Joel arrived at Quebec on 6 October 
1786 after a voyage offifty-one days from Plymouth. Joel had decided 
to enter the distilling business and thus he had purchased three stills in 
London and all the necessary materials for distilling whiskey and gin 
from grain. so 



140 DALHOUSIE REVIEW 

Joel's most immediate concern in October was how to get his wife 
and child to Quebec. Noting that he had brought from England 
"Tables, Chairs, Looking Glasses knives & forks, one bed with furni­
ture & bedding for Two & a sufficient stock of kitchen furniture," he 
asked Leah on 30 October to bring only small valuable items when she 
came from New York so that the cost of shipping would not exceed 
£20. 81 Until he received a reply from his wife he decided to wait at 
either Quebec or Montreal. By December, Joel still had not heard 
from Leah but he expected to see or receive news from her in January. 
"The more I view this Country," he wrote to his wife on 13 December, 
"the better I am pleased with my resolutions oflndeavouring to Settle 
myself & family here while in London .... " Although he still had not 
selected a site to settle by mid-December, he hoped to view different 
parts of the country throughout the winter. 82 

Finally, in January 1787, Leah and William, accompanied by Lewis 
Moore, arrived in Montreal. Joel meanwhile had toured the country 
up the St. Lawrence and returned to Montreal on 24 January. Losing 
no time in making preparations to settle, he petitioned Brigadier 
General Hope, Lieutenant Governor of Quebec, on 5 February for aid 
in moving his family and effects from Montreal to "New Johns Town­
ship No.2," and to be alloted the same amount of land and provisions 
as were usually granted to captains of the British army. 83 

Although Joel settled at New Johnstown or Cornwall in the spring 
of 1787, he was unable to obtain any large holding of land within the 
immediate vicinity of the township. Indeed, after he had returned from 
his visit up the St. Lawrence in January 1787, he expressed surprise at 
having "found many more inhabitants than I expected .... 84 Joel 
subsequently applied to Samuel Holland, the Surveyor General, for 
the method of obtaining lands which were granted by the government 
to Loyalists. Since he had arrived late, Holland informed him "that 
most of the Good Lands were taken up" and thus he had no alternative 
but to purchase land in New Johnstown in order to establish his 
distillery.85 Nevertheless, Holland advised Joel that he could go 
further up the country past Cornwall, select a site, and have Patrick 
McNiff, the deputy surveyor, survey the land and it "would be granted 
to him". After having removed his family to Cornwall, Joel eventually 
selected a site on the Gananoque River and petitioned Lord Dorches­
ter that he be granted the lands.86 

Unfortunately for Joel, Sir John Johnson, a prominent New York 
Loyalist and superintendent of Indian affairs in British North Amer­
ica, also applied for the lands on the Gananoque. A bitter feud ensued 
between the two Loyalists but by 1789 a compromise was arranged. 
Stone was granted seven hundred acres on the west bank of the river 
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while Johnson obtained fifteen hundred acres on the east side, with 
each man promising to erect grist mills.s7 

One year before the compromise was concluded on the Gananoque 
lands, Leah gave birth, on 18 February 1788, to a daughter, Mary. 
That same month Stephen Stone, Joel's oldest stepbrother, accompan­
ied by eleven other young men from Litchfield, arrived at Cornwall to 
seek lands for settlement. 88 Stephen Stone, however, returned to 
Litchfield in June 1788 because his father missed him dearly and 
required his help on the farm. Leah went with Stephen to Albany and 
then he paid her passage to New York.89 Joel's marriage, which had 
endured in spite of some trying circumstances, thus ended in failure 
and he was left alone with two small children. For the next two years he 
would attempt to seek a legal separation. Leah died sometime in 1793. 

In February 1791 Joel took his two children to Connecticut to stay 
with his sisters and then he settled at Gananoque in the spring of 1792. 
After the establishment of his mills in 1795, Joel would never again 
experience the hardships that he had endured during his five years at 
Cornwall. Renowned as the "founder of Gananoque," Joel, besides 
operating his saw and grist mills and a general store, would eventually 
hold the positions of collector of customs, Justice of the Peace, post­
master, road commissioner, and Colonel of the Second Leeds militia. 
Although his father died in 1790, Joel continued to correspond with 
his sisters and his brother Leman, who had entered a business partner­
ship at Derby in October 1784 and was elected Deputy for the town in 
1792.90 Until his death in 1833, Joel's devotion and affection for the 
Crown and British institutions, not unlike Leman in his relation to the 
American government, would grow all the more stronger.91 Joel, in 
fact, wished to see a reconciliation of Britain and the United States, but 
only under the Crown. "I am happy in hopes that my only wish 
respecting politicks," he wrote to Leman in 1797, "is that I may Live to 
See the Family once more (viz Great Briton & America) Joined heart 
and hand-pray my Dear friend, Join me in my best Endeavours to 
encourage so Just a reconciliation to take place .... "92 For the Loyalist 
Joel Stone the relationship between Britain and America had been that 
of a father and son, not of a master and slave. American nationalism 
and the War of 1812 would obliterate any hope of reconciliation oft he 
"family." A conservative in both religion and politics, Joel had become 
a Loyalist in a period of political and economic uncertainty because he 
had a fundamental trust in Britain. His success in later life would give 
credence to the conviction that his loyalty and sacrifices had been truly 
worth while. 
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