





people who will make the shopping centres their place of
trade. Four-lane roads with separated traffic will con-
verge upon the major town centre to allow for unimpeded
access and egress. Pedestrian walkways will also approach
the centre from neighborhoods within walking distance.

Buffer Areas

The townsite is favoured because of the location adja-
cent to the valleys of the Don River. These valleys are so
precipitous that their use as greenbelt lands is desirable,
if not mandatory. These greenbelt lands will buffer the
town from undesirable fringe development giving the
town an identity and definition of its own. Where valleys
do not occur at the periphery of the site, lands are to be set
aside for a buffer zone of planting which, although they
will not be as definitive as the greenbelt, will locate boun-
daries of the site and minimize the affects of fringe build-
ing. Neighbors contiguous to the site have indicated a
willingness to work with the Development Company in
their planning to a mutually desirable end, if and when
their lands become ripe for development. In the mean-
~ time, agricultural holdings and large estates provide a de-
lightful rural boundary for the built-up area.

Architecture

It is the conviction of the Development Company that
the architectural expression of the new town should be in
keeping with the overall approach to land planning. It is
their aim that all buildings erected in Don Mills shall be
examples of good contemporary architecture. Most of the
structures in the new town are financed and built by inter-
ests outside of the Development Company, and, conse-
quently, nearly all of the architectural design work was
carried out by their architects. The Development Com-
pany requires that designs of all buildings to be erected in
Don Mills shall first be approved by their architectural
committee. In view of this, the planning department of
the Company works closely with the architects con-
cerned wherever possible in order that the buildings will
not only satisfy the requirements of their clients, but will
also express the architectural character that is being
fostered in the town.

The planning department is also concerned with loca-
tions of the buildings throughout the townsite. The land is
endowed with many attractive geographical features such
as the Don River, ravines and the treed areas, and it is
the aim of the Development Company to control the
locations and sitings of all architectural elements in order
to retain and enhance these natural assets,

Residential

The program of architectural control over the residential
development is, perhaps, the one in which the Develop-
ment Company is most active. In view of the fact that the
houses and apartments in the new town are being built
by speculative builders, it is the aim of the Company to
coordinate their operations. In the northwest quadrant,
there are 530 single family houses and they are being built
by thirteen different builders. Heretofore, builder opera-
tions in this area have had relatively few restrictions.
Decisions in design, siting, colour and groupings, although

subject to the approval of the local municipality, were
made by the builders themselves. It was apparent to the
Company that thirteen such operations, if carried out in
Don Mills, would not result in the coordinated develop-
ment they desired. Because of this, the planning depart-
ment of the Company works closely with the builders and
their architects during the early stages of negotiations in
order that design solutions will be derived which will be
in keeping with the architectural approach of Don Mills.

Sufficient numbers of house designs are required of each
builder to give his operations adequate architectural
variety. The number of house types required varies with
the number of lots allocated to the builder, and he is per-
mitted to build reasonable numbers of each type in order
to enable purchasers to enjoy the economies of builder
operations.

Attention is given to the grouping and sitings of the
houses and to their colours by the planning department.
It is their belief that similar house designs should be ex-
pressed in a similar manner, and that rather than achieving
variety by the application of applied ornament, interest
should be derived by proper treatment of house sitings,
setbacks, colouring and landscaping. To help ensure this,
numerous siting studies are carried out by the Develop-
ment Company. In all cases, house sitings are subject to
the approval of the planning department.

The colour schemes of all the houses, including bricks,
shingles and exterior trim, are determined by the colour
consulting staff of the Company. Colour scheduling is
based upon approved house designs, their groupings and
their siting layouts, and aims at achieving desirable colour
harmony and relationship between the houses of all the
builders. In view of the requirements of the Development
Company and the size of the Don Mills project, it has
been possible for the planning department to work with
the material suppliers towards deriving new colours in
roofing materials and exterior finishes.

Certain architectural principles were stressed in the de-
sign of the houses of the first phase. An attempt was made
to keep the size of houses in the northwest quadrant rela-
tively small, in order that their costs would be more
likely within the means of employees of local commerce
and industry. Semi-detached designs were encouraged in
order that the economies of this type of housing, stemming
from the savings in the use of materials and the coverage
of land, would result in adequate housing accommodation
at lower cost. Terraced or row houses were considered and
recommended but none was scheduled for construction in
Phase I operations.

Because these houses are small houses, open planning
has been encouraged in order to increase the visual space
within the units. Individual lot widths have been made an
average of sixty feet in order that more space will be pro-
vided between the housing units. With more land imme-
diately surrpunding the houses, designs and sitings were
directed towards a better use of this land and a closer
contact with the land. It was felt that this could be
achieved by encouraging
(a) lower siting of the houses
(b) using larger windows in the living areas of the house

when feasible
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(¢) direct access from living areas to outside gardens or
terraced areas wherever possible.

Industrial

It is the aim of the Development Company that all in-
dustrial plants in Don Mills shall be of a high standard of
architectural design and that the buildings will relate
sympathetically to the surrounding landscape. Industries
wishing to build in the town are studied to see if their
operations and interest will be in keeping with the spirit
of the development. Wherever possible, the planning de-
partment works with the architect for industry in order to
help derive satisfactory architectural solutions. Oftentimes
this is not easily done, since it is the habit of many indus-
tries to crystallize the design of their new plant require-
ments even before a suitable site has been selected.

Commercial Development

The commercial development of the town is an opera-
tion with which the Company is more closely concerned
since it is to be financed and built by them. The main
portion of this development will take place in the town
centre which will be located within the ring road in the
southwest quadrant. The town centre will be made up
of a convenience goods centre and a regional shopping
centre. The immediate development is taking place in the
convenience goods section, which will be made up of
sufficient shops and service industries to supply the basic
needs of the town during its early stages of growth. The
convenience centre is to be started at the end of 1953, and
is scheduled for completion in December of 1954. Con-
struction of the regional centre will depend largely on the
rate of growth of the town, and although it is planned to
start in 1955, actual timing will tie in with the program
of residential development.

It is the intention of the Development Company that
this centre will not only be a complex of shops, but rather
that it should be a town or civic centre in the true sense
of the word. This would imply that the centre would be
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an attractive social and cultural gathering place for the
community. It is the aim of the Development Company to
furnish as many of the physical elements and amenities as
possible to create a desirable town centre. By a careful
selection of buildings and by giving considerable atten-
tion to their massing and scale, selection of materials, the
grouping of units and landscaping, they hope to achieve
this.

Other Structures

The program of architectural control was intended to in-
clude all structures being built in the town, and various
attempts have been made to negotiate with the various
civie, religious and educational authorities concerned, in
order that the architectural expression of their buildings
would be in keeping with the overall feeling of Don Mills.
To date, these negotiations have not been extensive, since
few of these structures have been designed or constructed.
In most cases, the extent of control has been limited to dis-
cussions with the committees concerned and their archi-
tects, and, wherever possible, requiring Development
Company approval of all building designs.

Summary

It is the aim of the Development Company to create,
under the free enterprise system, an integrated new town
which will satisfy the requirements of private investment,
and which will also be in accordance with the best prin-
ciples of town planning. In view of their long range inter-
est in this project, the Development Company is particu-
larly conscious of the need for long term worth in such a
development. The approach of the planning department
has been to incorporate as many of the principles of good
town planning feasible within the economic limits of this
operation. Architectural control is considered to be an
integral part if this planning program, and the Company
has tried to encourage the broader use of contemporary
design in all the buildings in the new town of Don Mills.
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ON THE RIGHT is a sketch plan showing the central core of the new town of =

Don Mills. Bisecting the site from west to east, is Lawrence Avenue East, !
and, north to south, is Don Mills Road. The ring road to be known as A
the Donway inscribes a bulged ellipse around the junction of Don Mills ‘ :
Road and Lawrence Avenue. The Donway follows the movement of the e,
topography, and, at the same time, defines the town centre and the more vy 3
thickly settled residential areas. South of Don Mills Road. is the town ‘_‘"'3 /
centre with its shops, food markets, department stores, office premises L 1«;)‘""

and recreational facilities. A part of this complex is the high school to
the right or east of Don Mills Road. Situated adjacent to the high school
plant are the sports fields. The large area shown to the right of the high
school will be developed for high density residential purposes.

The specialized street system is drawn off to the right to the proposed
Don Mills Road diversion which zones away from the bustling com-
mercial areas and quiet residential street the traffic which is not destined
for the town. This arterial road is planned to effect a junction with Law-
rence Avenue in close proximity to the Don River at a proposed dam
site. The waters impounded by this dam will transform into a lake a
large portion of the valley to the north. This body of water will provide
a visual and recreational amenity for the town to be reached by pedes-
trian as well as vehicular routes. To take advantage of the lake site, high
rise point blocks are planned to overlook the valley.

Each quadrant follows the neighborhood concept with the public or
elementary school at the geographic centre. Topographic conditions can
be seen to modify the town layout, the street patterns in particular.
Rough topography and steep slopes demand circulation parallel to the
contours as shown by the southwest quadrant on the lower left. More
even terrain gives a somewhat diagrammatic expression as exemplified
by the northwest quadrant on the upper left. The influence of the long
ridge of land extending from northwest to southeast on the direction of
the ring road and residential street systems can be seen.

Siting Study of Central Area
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Topographical

PANDA

Aerial View of the Development Area

Preliminary Study of Central Area
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Northern Industrial Area

Southern Industrial Area
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Architects, Weir and Cripps
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Don Mills Shopping Centre (Preliminary Study)

John B. Parkin Associates, Architects and Engineers
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THE ODONWAY WEST

JOCELYN CRESCENT
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The five model houses from right to left facing Jocelyn Crescent
were designed by the following architects: George Hassig, James
Murray, E. |. Richmond, Venchiarutti & Venchiarutti, Maurice Gasson.

Siting Study for Model Houses

Builders, Trustes! Corporation (Canada)
Glenayre Construction Company
Greenwin Construction Company

YONYd
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3 Bedroom House

Architect, Henry Fliess

Builder, Capitol Construction Company
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Houses on
Overton Place

Architect, James Murray Builder, Greenwin Construction Company

Yanvd

Houses on
Overton Crescent

P

Architects, James Murray, George Hassig Builder, Greenwin Construction Company

YONYd

Houses on
Duncairn Road

Builders, Torfar Construction

Architects, Michael Bach, James Murray
Greenwin Construction Company

Journal RAIC
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Siting Study for Cassidy Place

LAWRENCE AVENUE  EAST
B SRR R S R L O S e NG ARk R 2 s
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Ground floor

Semi-Detached Houses

Architect, James Murray

Builders, Boneh Houses Company
Rotman Building Company
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Apartment Type B
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Architects, Michael Bach, Henry Fliess

Apartment Siting Study




Apartment Type B

(see previous page)

Architects, Michael Bach
Henry Fliess

Typical 2 Bedroom Suite

Upper floor
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Ground floor
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1 Bedroom Suites

Apartment Design

Architect, James Murray

Builder, Greenwin Construction Company
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NEWS FROM THE INSTITUTE

The Executive Committee of Council at its last meeting,
on December 4th and 5th, reported further details of ar-
rangements for the 1954 Annual Assembly. This Assembly
will be held in Montreal on May 11th to 15th, 1954, and
the details will be based upon the theme of the Architect
and Industry.

Council is continuing its work on the revision of the
Charter and By-Laws and is preparing for a possible
award of the Allied Arts Medal in 1954. The Legal Docu-
ments Committee l‘t.’l){)l‘tl".’(l progress on the revision of
RAIC Document No. 13. The Massey Foundation has an-
nounced the addition of Mr H. Gordon Hughes (F), to the
Massey Medals Committee.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Annual Meetings of the Provincial Associations:

Alberta, Macdonald Hotel, Edmonton, January 29th, 1954.
Manitoba, Fort Garry Hotel, Winnipeg, February 20th,
1954,

Quebec, Chateau Frontenac, Quebec City, February 4th
to 6th, 1954,

Annual Assembly of the RAIC, Mount Royal Hotel, Mont-
real, Quebec, May 11th to 15th, 1954,

British Architects Conference, Torquay, May 26th to 29th,
1954,

86th Convention of the American Institute of Architects,
Statler Hotel. Boston, Mass.. June 15th to 19th, 1954.

FEDERAL DISTRICT COMMISSION AND
RELATED SUB-COMMITTEES —

ARCHITECT MEMBERS

A check of the latest list shows that the Federal District
Commission and its related sub-committees contain the
names of the following architects:

Upon the Federal District Commission — Gaston Amyot,
Quebec City; . A. Ewart, Ottawa.

Upon the National Capital Planning Committee — Charles
David (F), Montreal; A. S. Mathers (F), Toronto.
Architectural Sub-Committee (entire sub-committee) —
Gaston Amyot, Gordon Culham, Charles David (F). ]. A.
Ewart, Jacques Greber (Hon. F), A. S. Mathers (F). Chair-
man.

Upon Zoning and Greenbelts Sub-Committee — John M.
Kitchen (F).

It is felt that your Association will wish to know of these
appointments, which indicate the interest of architects in
this work and the use of architects” services by the Federal
District Commission. You may wish to bring this informa-
tion to the attention of your Council and Public Relations
Committee.
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PRESENTATION TO THE RIBA

In 1952, the Royal Institute presented a Totem Pole to the
Royal Institute of British Architects as a gift, thought to be
essentially Canadian, and as a remembrance of the visit to
Canada of Mr Graham Henderson and Mr C. D. Spragg,
President and Secretary of the RIBA. To complete this
gift, the Institute asked Mr J. Roxburgh Smith, the Past
President, to design a base and inscription for the Totem
Pole.

Mr Smith did this and, during his visit to the United
Kingdom in 1953, presented the inscribed base to Mr
Howard Robertson, President of the RIBA. The Totem
Pole is now on display at the RIBA.

ABLIYW MNHOr
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The symbolism is described on a plaque and is as fol-
lows:

“By tradition the heraldic symbol of a tribe, later ex-
tended to symbolize fraternity or friendship.

This pole was carved by an Indian named Moody in
honour of a chief of the Eagle Tribe. Below the eagle are a
wolf, a raven and a bear eating a whale. The symbolical
meanings are based on legends, the origins of which are in
many cases lost.

The pole is carved from argillite, a stone, very soft when
first quarried, which hardens on exposure to air.”

REPORTS OF PROVINCIAL MEETINGS

The Annual Meeting of the Architectural Institute of
British Columbia was held in Vancouver, December 4th
and 5th, 1953,

The officers elected were: President, John H. Wade;
Vice-President, ]. W. Lovatt Davies; Honorary Secretary,
F. W. Nicolls; Honorary Treasurer, R. A. D. Berwick.
Council, Keith B. Davison, Duncan S. McNab, Harold N.
Semmens, Cecil W. White. U.B.C. Representative, Fred
Lasserre.

The Annual Dinner Meeting of the Ottawa Chapter of the
Omntario Association of Architects was held on November
24th, 1953.

The business of the meeting included a complete report
upon the activities of the Small Homes Architectural Ser-
vice, sponsored and put into action by the Chapter.

Mr James Strutt gave an illustrated address on the prin-
ciples underlying the work of Frank Lloyd Wright.

The officers elected for 1954 were : Chairman, W. A. Bal-
harrie; Vice-Chairman, E. L. Burgess; Secretary, G. B.
Pritchard; Treasurer, W. C. Sproule; Executive Commit-
tee, D. L. Blair, M. J. Dixon, J. W. Strutt.

The Société des Architectes du District de Québec had,
on December 10th, its second meeting of the season 1953-
54. The highlight of this meeting was a lecture given by
Mr Pierre Monjon, of La Prévoyance Assurance Company,
who spoke on “The Guaranty of Contract Bonds”. Mr Mon-
jon was introduced by Mr George Lavoie from the Society
Lavoie & Saucier, who had arranged for Mr Monjon to be
present at our meeting. The lecture proved to be most
interesting and led to a lengthy discussion, permitting Mr
Monjon to give more precision regarding several aspects
of the question.

At its first meeting last month, the Society had elected
its future council, which will enter into function after the
election of the Council of the PQAA. The new council of
the Society comprises the President, R. Dupéré, the Vice-
President, E. Fiset, the Secretary, M. Mainguy and the
Treasurer, G. Chabot. The retiring President, M. Mainguy,
is ex-officio member of the council.

The Society elected also three candidates to be pro-
posed to the board of nomination of the PQAA as delegates
of the Quebec region to the Council of the PQAA. Since
the foundation of the Society in 1946, it has been a recog-
nized procedure by the Council of the PQAA to receive
suggestions from the Quebec Society, concerning the
Quebec candidates to the Council. The three names are
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proposed to the members of the Association, who have to
retain only two.

Several questions were discussed by the members, one
of which is the next PQAA general meeting at the begin-
ning of February, 1954. The architects of Quebec will
endeavour to help making this meeting a success and a
pleasant interlude for those who have not the privilege
and luck to live in Quebec city!

The Annual Meeting of the Saskatchewan Association of
Architects was held in the Hotel Saskatchewan at Regina
on October 26th, 1953.

Officers elected for 1954 were as follows: President, H.
K. Black; First Vice-President, Frank Martin; Second
Vice-President, Dan H. Stock; Secretary-Treasurer, R. B.
Ramsay.

New members introduced into the Association were:
Grant MacKinnon, George Killick, Glen Parsons, J. M. Bur-
ton, D. G. Jones, A. E. Smith, Ross Goldie, K. Izumi, Leslie
McCallum, Douglas Munroe, Tom Irwin, Wendall Marvin.

The Annual Meeting concluded at a dinner with Mr
Basil Spence as guest speaker. Accompanying Mr Spence
were the Very Rev. R. T. Howard, the Provost of Coventry
Cathedral, and the Rev, C. E. Ross.

COMPETITION
The International Calvert House Competition, for the
Canadian Home of Tomorrow, is announced by the pro-
moter, Calvert Distillers Limited. This competition also
meets the requirements of the RAIC’s Code and is open to
members of recognized architectural societies in various
countries, to employees of such members and to students
of Canadian and European schools of architecture.
Entry forms must be filed by March 1st, 1954. Informa-
tion is available from the Professional Adviser, Professor
John Bland, Director of the School of Architecture, McGill
University, Montreal, Quebec.

ALBERTA

In a recent issue of the Journal of the Institute of Regis-
tered Architects (Great Britain), a correspondent asked if
the new Elizabethan Age is to be marked by the gradual
disappearance of the architect in private practice. He
said, ‘the State has assumed responsibility for too vast a
building programme, and has recruited a large proportion
of professional men — mainly architects — within its own
ambit. The function of the architect will change,” he said.
“He will be part clerk, part lawyer, part engineer, part sur-
veyor, administrator and architect . . . and he will not have
the conditions for the urge for the creative work which
should distinguish the architect.”

The facetious may say that the architect is all those
things now. The writer meant, of course, that the architect
would be forced to take on new duties which would
squeeze the art out of architecture and that, as a State
employee, he would lose his independence.

In the United States, Dr Gropius recently said that the
architect will have to become part builder to survive.

No such perils threaten the Canadian architect at
present. He is doing better than ever before. But changes
are rapidly taking place. Who can say what the condition
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of the Canadian architect may be in ten years’ time?

The architect-builder is not now uncommon in the
United States. At first glance, the combination may seem
healthy and natural, but I think consideration shows it to
be extremely dangerous. Although the position of the
architect, internationally speaking, has suffered some
modification in our century, it has gradually evolved,
without great basic changes, for hundreds of years. His
position has depended on a relative independence as be-
tween owner and builder on the one hand, and a general
acknowledgement of architecture as an art, even as the
mother of the arts, on the other hand.

The architect is the only side of the owner, architect,
builder triangle able to make impartial judgments. On this
impartiality, which corresponds in a way with the inde-
pendence of the judiciary from party politics, depends the
respect with which he has been generally regarded by the
building trades. Much of his authority on the job is tradi-
tional. To become party to a building contract is to lose all
eminence due to his professional, impartial standing.

So the English architect foresees the architect becoming
less of an artist; and the famous architect, Dr Gropius, fore-
sees the necessity of relinquishing his other traditional
support, his independence as mediator between contract-
ing parties.

Maxwell Bates

ONTARIO

Eight years ago there was much speculation as to the
future of architects in Ontario. This speculation by the
established members of the Association, many of whom
had fought their way through the lean depression years,
was caused by the sudden onslaught of hundreds ot
students at the various universities featuring architectural
courses. Many felt that if a good percentage of these
students grddudtt.d there would not be room in the pro-
vince for all the new blood, and the old as well. Someone
would have to suffer and presumably it would be the new-
comers, because of their lack of experience, and an as-
sumption that there would not be enough work for the
increased number of architects. The possibilities of the
postwar boom continuing to grow vnongh that this poten-
tial surplus would be absorbed rapidly was hardly con-
sidered feasible,

What did happen to the several hundred students who
enrolled in the architectural courses at the universities in
and around Ontario in the postwar years? In the past three
years there have been one hundred and seventy-one new
members accepted for registration in the OAA; of these,
ninety-seven were graduates of the School of Architecture,
University of Toronto, fourteen were graduates of McGill
University, eighteen were graduates of the University of
!\hmtnlm, and the balance were members accepted from
other provinces, from the RIBA and from European coun-
tries. All told, one hundred and twenty-nine graduates
from university courses have entered the Association in
the last three vears. Assessing these figures against the
enrollment in the School of Architecture, Univ ersity of
Toronto, for the first three post-war years, only thirty- three
percent of the students who started out to become archi-
tects have made the grade. This average has been quite
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consistent for many years in the past.

What happened to the OAA enrollment in an overall
picture though? Balanced against the one hundred and
seventy-one new members, the Association has lost sixty
members through death, resignations, or lapsed fees and
has reinstated four in the three year period. The net re-
sults are an increase of one hundred and fifteen members
or twenty-one percent based on the 1950 enrollment of
five hundred and forty-five members. Looking back at our
figures on the university graduates, we find that nineteen
point five percent of the total OAA membership is com-
prised of graduates of the last three years.

The predictions of eight years ago have not apparently
come to pass. Although the Association has grown by
twenty-one percent in the last three vears, and one- fifth
of the present total membership are graduates of the same
period, the profession in Ontario is not suffering. The new
bloods are much in evidence, many of them absorbed in
working with the older and more established members, to
the betterment of architecture as a whole. Some others
have started in practice for themselves or as partnerships
and are fitting into the pattern of things quite favourably.
The boom shows no signs of slowing down, and all will
have a share in it; in fact, there is room for more,

Robert A. Servos

BUILDING RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

In the April, 1953, issue of this Journal, a first note was
published with regard to the publications now available
from the Division of Building Research of the National
Research Council in Ottawa, Attention was drawn at that
time to the fact that members of the Institute may have
their names placed on the DBR mailing list by writing to
the Publications Section of the Division in Ottawa. A new
list of publications available has just been published and
can now be obtained. The Division publishes “Building
Research in Canada” ($1.00 for four issues) as a regular
printed progress report upon its work.

The following new publications have been issued since
the last note appeared. Those noted have been selected
from the total list as being probably of most interest to
readers of this Journal.

Damage to Houses, Red River Valley Flood, 1950, by D.
H. Rutherford and A. Baracos.

This report is a factual compilation of how residential
buildings and building materials performed during the
Winnipeg flood of 1950. Statistical tables are included
which, it is hoped, may prove a useful guide for advance
planning of remedial measures should a flood of like mag-
nitude occur again.

Order Number: NRC 2976

Price 50 cents

Fundamental Considerations in the Design of Exterior
Walls for Buildings, by N. B. Hutcheon

This paper is a reprint of a paper presented before the
67th Annual General and Professional Meeting of the
Engineering Institute of Canada in Halifax, May, 1953,
The following major considerations in the design of walls
for Canadian conditions are discussed: stren gth and rigid-
ity, control of heat flow, control of air flow, control of
water vapour flow, control of liquid water movement,
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stability and durability of materials, fire, aesthetics, and
cost.
Order Number: NRC 3057

Thermal Performance of Frame Walls. Part II — Air
Spaces Blocked at Mid-Height by G. O. Handegord and
N. B. Hutcheon

This is a reprint of a paper presented at the Semi-Annual
Meeting of the American Society of Heating and Ventilat-
ing Engineers, June 29-30, July 1,1953. Previous studies of
the thermal performance of frame walls were published
as DBR Report No. 30. In this paper, studies have been
extended to include an investigation of the effects pro-
duced by inserting horizontal blocking in walls with air
spaces.

Order Number: DBR 36

Price 50 cents

Price 10 cents

Stud Spacing in Canadian Frame Houses by D. H. Ruther-
ford

This paper is a reprint from the August, 1953, issue of
this Journal and records an investigation into the percent-
age of the wall area in typical present-day houses with
studding at 16-inch centres.

Order Number: NRC 3073 Price 10 cents

Better Building Bulletin on Concrete by E. G. Swenson

This is the second report published in the series “Better
Building Bulletins™. This series of pocket size pamphlets
is being produced in non-technical language for the infor-
mation of the ordinary citizen and non-technical members
of the building industry, with reference to major items of
good building practice. Despite this, the Bulletins are
proving to be widely used by engineers and architects
especially for explaining to others some of the technical
problems which arise in design. This particular Bulletin
explains how concrete should be made and gives the reas-
ons why such great care and attention has to be paid to
concrete if it is to be good. It should prove of special inter-
est to all architects who are concerned with the control of
concrete on their own jobs.

Order Number: BBB 3 Price 10 cents

La Condensation dans la Maison
Translation of Better Building Bulletin No. 1 “Conden-
sation in the Home” by M. A. Gerrard.

Order Number: BBB 4 Price 10 cents

Capillary Absorption of Some Canadian Building Bricks
by T. Ritchie and H. R. Meincke

Progress statement on divisional investigation into the
physical properties of masonry materials used in Canada.
Order Number: NRC 2936 Price 25 cents

Any one of the above publications may be obtained on
application to the Publications Section, Division of Build-
ing Research, National Research Council, Ottawa. The
Council has now in operation a coupon system to serve the
convenience of those who wish to receive their publica-

tions periodically. R. F. Legget

Director, Division of Building Research
National Research Council

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE
Macklin L. Hancock, B.S.A., graduated from the Ontario

Janvary 1954

College of Agriculture in 1949 with a degree in Horticul-
ture, specializing in Landscape Design. During the war
years, he served as a pilot in the Royal Canadian Air Force
cmd the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Navy. He spent two
vears doing post graduate studies at Harvard University
in City Planning and Landscape Architecture, working
under Professors Holmes G. Perkins, Hideo Sasaki, Sir
William G. Holford and Walter Gropius. From 1946 to
1952, he was an active partner in a firm of nursery and
landscape designers. He joined the Development Com-
pany in July of 1952 as Supervisor of Planning.

Douglas H. Lee, B.Arch., M.S., attended the School of
Architecture of McGill University. After graduation in
1950, he visited Europe for a year during which time he
worked with the architectural firms of Tomei and Max-
well, and Lanchester and Lodge in London, England.

He returned to America to carry on post graduate
studies in Civil Engineering at the University of Illinois,
specializing in structural design. While there he worked
under Professors Thomas C. Shedd, Jameson Vawter,
Chester P. Seiss, Newlin D. Morgan and Hideo Sasaki. He
joined the Development Company in March of 1953 as
Assistant Supervisor of Planning.
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February  Students’ Union, Victoria University, Toronto
March Students’ Issue — University of Manitoba
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May Toronto Subway

June Industrial

July Landscaping and the University City

of Mexico

BOOK REVIEW

THE HANDBOOK ON CANADIAN MECHANICS LIENS by Robert
W. Macaulay and H. Maxwell Bruce. Published by The
Carswell Company, Limited, Toronto. Price $9.75.

It is the first book on the subject to appear in this country
in some years. The authors, who are two young Toronto
lawyers in their thirties, are to be commended on the ex-
cellence of their product.

Although the title ‘Handbook” might indicate otherwise,
the volume is essentially a lawyers’ guide to court decisions
under the Mechanics™ Lien acts of the various provinces,
rather than a provider of clear and certain answers to his
practical problems for a busy architect. From a lawyer’s
point of view, an outstanding feature of the book is the
comprehensive collection of forms and precedents for the
various legal documents used in connection with Mechan-
ics’ Lien matters. As these forms are very largely con-
cerned with court proceedings, they are of little value to
an architect,

The Honourable Mr Justice Cartwright in his foreword
says that the authors have, in his opinion, produced a book
containing a careful and comprehensive treatment of the
whole subject which should prove of great assistance to
the practitioner. We would add that in comparison with
the complexity of the average legal text book, it is remark-
ably direct in its statements of the law.

Meredith Fleming
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GLASS
STOPS
THE
HOT
SPOTS

Splashes of white hot metal strike the "ARMOURPLATE"

Glass screen of this electric furnace charger. Ordinary glass "Facts about Glass” are a
continuing series compiled by
the technical Service Depart-
"ARMOURPLATE" Glass gives the operator complete pro- ment of Pilkington Glass
Limited. Reprints are available
to architects and architectural

would shatter instantaneously under similar conditions, but

tection and a clear view of the furnace. In the unlikely event of

the screen being broken there is no danger of injury from students. If vou weild Hke o
flying glass splinters because the characteristic break of add your name to the “Facts
x : . = . about Glass"” mailing list please
ARMOURPLATE"” Glass results in small, harmless, blunt- g s ox ey
s write to the Technical Service
L’ifg{:d dice. Department, at 165 Bloor

. 5 . Street, East, Toronto, Ont.
The hardness and resistance of glass to almost all types of

chemical corrosion make it in fact a much more widely applic-

able material than 1s often realized.
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