


























This plan does nor conAicr wirh existing departmental ser· 
vices but rather supplements those services. lt undoubtedly 
guarantees immediate uti li zation o f the most effective 
personnel and equipment in the construction industry in 
co-operation with the military services. 

As the Council is an operating organization, the proposed 
plan can be put into effect quickly. 

Conclusion 

The Council hopes that the plan will be found acceptable 
to rhe Government, and that it will be given immediate 
approvaL The Council assures the Government of its full 
co-operation in any adjustment of this plan or in the success­
ful prosecution of any ocher plan which may be decided upon. 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS OF THE 

NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION COUNCIL OF CANADA 

Royal Archirecrural Instirure of Canada. 

Engineering Insrirure of Canada. 

Canadian Construction Association. 

Canadian Insrin1te of Plumbing and Hearing. 

Canadian Manufacturers Association. 

Trades and Labour Congress of Canada. 

Asphalt Roofing Manufacturers of Canada. 

C'lnadian Lumbermen·s Associat ion. 

Canadian Paine, Oil and Varnish Association. 

Dominion Council of Professional Engineers. 

Brick Manufacmrers· Association. 

Canadian Association of Master Painters and Decorators. 

Canadian Founders and Metal Trades Association. 

Structural Clay Tile Association. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

The Editor, 
Journal of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada. 

Sir: 
Before the echoes of our latest Toronto Chapter meeting 

die away, I should like ro attempt a development of its basic 
theme, Plam by Departmental Staff. if I may. 

First, however, allow me ro say that, since the ourbreak of 
this W ar, a reticence, somehow wavering between loyalty 
and politeness has kept us from grumbling roo much about 
our own grievances. We believed, perhaps, that alleviated 
pressure on the Government would assist it tO carry irs diffi­
cult War work to a successful conclusion, more expediently. 

Facts, on rhe other hand, would seem co laugh ar our timid 
politeness. The considered opinions of the allied professions 
of architecture and engineering, sincerely pur forth in a spirit 
of national co-operation, have been overlooked, deliberately 
or otherwise. Now we must srand to clarify a situation that 
has remained obscure ro the publi c and even to our indiffer­
ent selves, roo long. 

Pla11S by Oumer'.r Staff (Departmental becomes Owner"s 
when a Department assumes possession o f the W ork) is 
indeed an ominous phrase, as far as the architectural and 
engineering professions are concerned. It implies here, that 
a governmental administrative body has engaged in competi­
tive praaice with established and trained professions on 
works which belong co the Country as a whole, and in con­
travention ro the original objects of democratic concept. It is 
a regrettable commentary chat administration seems ro be 
unable to appear busy without embracing a function which 
was never intended for administration. 

More than that, it implies that ordinary productive work 
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has been steered out of its natural guiding channels only to be 
subordinated to the highly political conditions of officialdom. 
Construaion production is exposed ro all the weaknesses of 
bureaucracy; delay, faulty judgment, expensiveness, lack o f 
personal responsibility, and ends in the dissatisfaction of an 
unimaginative, mechanical resulr. This official system usually 
divorces the problem roo much from rhe conditions of a 
specific locale. Ir loses character and variation. Moreover it 
provides any politics roadying group with roo much power 
tO do the wrong thing. ln fact ir is an experiment dangerous 
ro democracy. 

More important than any one incident now, however, is 
rhe scope and trend o f this situation. Those of us who have 
daily charred its course for some rime, realize the extent and 
the possible eventual outcome. It presupposes rhar there is 
nor a berrer alternative. It almost sanctions consent when any 
offensive is inaudible. Bur each of us must understand what 
is happening. 

W e can accept ir and finally arrive ar a rime when most 
architects and engineers wi ll be forced to be employed (nor 
commissioned) by rhe State at rhe expense of everything 
except a dubious security, or we can object ro it. i11 concert. 
and once more be free, creative professions ar '-'-'Ork. 

The surrender of our privileges ro the first would be borh 
deplorable and disastrous. The achievement of the second is 
decidedly possible, given srroog leadership ro present rhe 
case forcibly and unAinchingly to the Government. Nor unril 
rhen can we effeaually deal with the planning problems of 
this Counrry as we should in W ar and Peace. 

] ohu Layn[.:. 
November 25th, 1939. 
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IN THE EXCHEQUER COURT OF CANADA 

BETWEEN : 
MURRAY BROWN, 

Supplimll. 
- and -

HIS MAJESTY THE KING, herein represenred 
by the Honourable. rhe Minister of Public Works, 

Respo1ldent. 
MACLEAN, ). 

(Judgment rendered May 26, 1939) 

I
N 1935, under rhe provisions of the Public Works Co•~­

struction Act, 1934, and The Supplementary Pubhc 
Works Construction Act, 1935. the Governor in Council 
determined upon rhe consrruction of a post office build­

ing in the City of Toronto, known as Postal Station K. The 
Minister of Public Works was charged with the execution of 
this work, and parliament made the necessary appropriation 
therefor. 

In July, 1935, the supplianr, Mr. Murray Brown, an archi­
tect practising in the City of Toronto, a member of t~e 
Ontario Association of Architects, was asked by the Chief 
Architect of the Deparrmenr of Public Works, by lerter, if he 
would prepare the plans and specifications and supervise the 
construction of the proposed Postal Station K, "on the 
attached rerms and conditions on which outside architects ace 
being engaged by this Deparcmenr:· One of s~ch terms and 
conditions was char the total fee for all servtces rendered 
should be five per cenr of the actual cosr of rhe building, as 
should be derermined by the Deparrmenr of Public Works, 
and this fee was to include various menrioned services co be 
performed, such as the prepararion of the plans and specifica­
tions, the derail drawings, and the testing and inspection of 
all material enrering into rhe construction of rhe building. 

The suppliant, by tercer, agreed co prepare the plans and 
specifications, and supervise rhe construction of the proposed 
building, "in accordance wirh the terms and conditions on 
which outside architects are being engaged by your Depart­
ment." On the recommendation of the Chief Archirect and 
the Deputy Minister of Public Works, the services of Mr. 
Brown were engaged, and this recommendation was approved 
by an Order of the Governor in Council. 

The suppliant in due course proceeded with the preparation 
of the plans and specificarions of rhe proposed building, the 
cost of which he estimated at S 180,000.00. In September, 1935, 
on complerion of the plans and specifications, he rendered an 
account to the Deparrment of Public Works for one-half of 
his fee, $4,500.00 chat is 2\12 per cent of Sl80,000.00, which 
amount the account seated was chen due, and Iacer he was 
paid $2,000.00 on account. lr: rhe meanwhile rende~s ~ad 
been solicited for the constructiOn of the proposed bu•ld•ng. 
the Jowesr of which was S 149,229.00, and this tender was 
accepted. In February, 1936, the Dep~rmenr paid Mr. ~ro~n 
an additional sum of $1 ,730.75, maktng $3,730.73 paid htm 
alcogerher, the same being 2 Y2 per cent of the con traer price 
of $149,229.00. Apparently it was rhe practice of the Depart­
ment co pay tO outside architects engaged by ir one-half of 
the stipulated fee upon completion of the plans and specifi­
cations of any proposed building, and chis would seem co be 
the practice among archirecrs. 

In May, 1936, rhe Chief Architect advised the suppliant, 
by letter, chat the Department had decided co appoint a Clerk 
of W orks to supervise the construction of the Postal Station, 

and that his services to supervise the work would nor be 
required. And he was advised. ar the same time, rhat he 
would be paid 21 2 per cent for rhe preparation of. the plans 
and specifications, and ~~ per cent for the preparatton of rhe 
necessary detail drawings, borh payments ro be based on the 
amount of rhc lowest render, namely, S 149,229.00, less pay­
ments previously made ro him. The suppliant acknowledged 
receipt of this lerter and enquired on whar basis the Y4 per 
cent was arrived at, ··as the Quebec Schedule of fees calls for 
this co be 20 per cent of rhe fee which would be I per cent". 
The Chief Architect replied chat it was the practice of the 
Department to pay outside archireccs 2 \12 per cent for rhe 
"preparation of plans and specifications ready for renders··. 
under the Public Works Construction Act, and Y-1 per cent 
for the preparation of detail drawings. No further commu•~i­
carions passed between Mr. Brown and the Department 10 

respect of the termination of his services. The suppliant was 
later paid $3 73.08 for the preparation of the derail dra~ings, 
made at the request of the Department, chat amount bemg Y-1 
per cent of the contraCt price, which payment Mr. Brown 
accepted, though questioning irs sufficiency. The Department 
cook rhe posicion that chis was rhe fee paid for such work to 
other architects in private practice. 

In March, 1937, the suppliant rendered an accoum co the 
Department of Public Works in which he claimed a fee of 
57,162.99 for rhe sketch plans, working drawings and speci­
fications, and some other items. based on the Schedule of 
Professional Charges of the Ontario Association of Archi­
tects, aggregaring in all $7,550.99, less the payment of 
$3,730.73 already received by him, and this account the 
Department declined co pay. The suppliant's claim then 
passed into the hands of his solicitOr, and Iacer this petition 
followed. Before passing on I might say char rhe contract 
price for the construction of the Postal Station was reduced 
by $4,500.00 by reason of rhe substitution of reinforced con­
crete construction for steel construction. 

Apparently the suppliant visited the building almost daily 
during construction, and advised the contractor in the inter­
preration of the plans and working drawings, during the con­
struction of rhe building, but he did nor advise the Depart­
ment that he was doing chis, though possibly the Depart­
ment's supervising architect resident in Toronto had know­
ledge of it. However, the suppliant was very frank in stating 
chat he rendered such assistance ro the contractor voluntarily 
and because of his sentimental interest in a building which he 
had designed, and he is nor now putting that fo~ard as a 
claim against the Department, and consequently th•s does nor 
call for any further discussion. 

The suppliant contends char a contract was entered into, on 
terms, between the Crown represented by the Deparcment_of 
Public Works and himself, to prepare me plans and speCifi­
cations and ro supervise the construCtion of the building, 
which contract the supplianr was willing at all times to carry 
our and char the Department of Public Works had not the 
right co alter the rerms of the contracr, or co terminate it; 
and by reason of the breach of rhe conrracr the suppliant by 
his petition now claims damages in rhe sum of $3,357.64, 
or in the alternative a fair and reasonable compensarion for 
the work acrually done and services rendered by him, in 
accordance with the Schedule of Professional Charges of the 
Ontario Association of Architects. The alternative claim J 
do not propose co entertain and shall not again refer co ic. On 
behalf of the Crown, ir was conceded by Mr. Jennings that a 
contract was entered into between the parties for rhe perfor-
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mance of the services and duties mentioned, bur, ir is claimed, 
char the professional services of the supplianr were retained 
as any ocher public servant or employee of the Crown is 
retained, and which services might be terminated by the 
Depamnem at any time; chat the suppliant acquiesced in rhe 
termination of the contract; and chat the contract was :1 
divisible one, which, I assume, is intended to mean that the 
preparation of the plans and specifications was one thing, 
and the supervision of the construction of the building 
another thing. 

It is hardly open to debate, l think, but that here a contract 
was entered into between the Department of Public Works 
and the suppliant, and which contract was authorized by the 
Governor in CounciL Neither is there room for debate for 
rhe proposition that the Crown is liable in damages for a 
breach of contract, just as is tbe subject, and I need nor pause 
ro make reference to che authorities supporting that proposi­
tion. And I cannot chink ir arguable char rhe conrracr here 
was a divisible one. The terms and conditions of rhe contract 
required the suppliant ro prepare rhe plans and specifications 
and ro supervise the construction of the building, and co per­
form ocher duties as well. Ir probably was the understanding, 
though ir is not specifically mentioned in rhe terms and con­
ditions which accompanied the offer of rhe Department, that 
che suppliant was ro be paid one-half of his scared remuner­
ation upon rbe completion of the plans and specifications, 
which appears robe the practice in such cases, and which would 
seem co be a very just and reasonable practice; the parries 
ro the contract seem co have expected that such a payment 
would chen be made, but thar is in respect of remuneration, 
and does nor make rhe contract a divisible one. I do nor chink 
there is substance in this concention. Neither do I think that 
the suppliam srood in the relation of a public servant or 
employee co rhe Crown, and therefore a line of cases referred 
co by Jennings are not here applicable. Their relations were 
conrracrual. The suppliam contracted ro perform certain ser­
vices bur char does not make him a public servant, or one in 
the service of the Crown, in che popular or legal sense. I see 
no discincrion between rhe posicion of rhe architect of a 
building, rhe suppliant here, and rhe conrracror who con­
structs it, and I can hard ly conceive of the latter being 
designated as a public servant, and whose contract might be 
terminated, with or wirhom cause, on the ground char being 
a public servant his contract might be terminated ar aoy time. 

At the conclusion of the trial I was rather strongly inclined 
co the view char the suppliant must fail on the ground chat 
he had acquiesced in rhe termination of rhe contract, bur upon 
a further consideration of the matter 1 feel compelled co 
depart from char view. I have since considered the important 
portions of rhe evidence, parricularly that of the suppliant, 
and I find nothing therein char on any fair consrruccion can 
be described as acquiescence on rhe parr of the suppliant in 
the termination of the conrracr. or as a waiver of his legal 
rights thereunder. Ir is rrue that he made no formal procesr 
co any officer of rhe Department of Public Works when 
advised that his services would nor be required for supervis­
ing the consm.tCtion of the building. lr is also true thar there­
after he prepared the derail drawings, or shop drawings, at the 
request of rhe Department, and for which he was paid, bur I 
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do nor chink ir can be sa id char this constitutes acquiescence 
in the termination of rhe contract. lr might as fairly be said 
that chis constituted a resumption of the contractual relations 
between the Department of Public Works and rhe suppliant, 
and a cancellation of the notice ro terminate rhe contracc. Ir 
was a parr of the work he was to perform under che conrracr. 
The face char the suppliant rendered an account for work 
actually done and services rendered, nor according ro the 
renns of rhe conrracr, bur according ro the schedule of fees 
laid down by che Ontario Association of Archireccs, does not 
constitute acquiescence in rhe breach of rhe contract, though 
ir is a recognition of the face char rhe contract had been ended. 
lr was because rhe conrracr was ended chat this account was 
rendered, and on a basis of remuneration diiferenr from the 
terms provided by the contract. which, I think, cannot be 
supported, bm chat does nor destroy the legal rights of the 
suppliant. Upon a careful consideration of rhe evidence I do 
nor rhink ir can be said that the suppliant acquiesced in the 
termination of the contracr, or rhar he waived his rights there­
under. lr would be rather unusual chat he would so lightly 
assent co chis. Comracr resrs on the agreement of the parries; 
as ir is their agreement which binds them, so by rheir agree­
ment they may be loosed. 1 do nor rhink the suppliant ever 
agreed to discharge rhe contract. I think rhe suppliant muse 
succeed. 

Now, as co rhe amoum of damages ro which rhe suppliant 
is entitled, and the basis for the assessmenr of rhe same. The 
suppliant was co be paid a fee of 5 per cent upon rhe actual 
cosr of the building, which amounr was robe determined by 
rhe Department, and which was finally determined tO be 
$145,529.05. The rule of rhe common law is, rhat where a 
parry sustains a loss by reason of a breach of conrracr, he is, 
so far as money can do it, ro be placed in the same situation, 
with respect co damages, as if the conrracr had been performed. 
The suppliant agreed he would employ, at his own expense, 
an inspecror who should be on rhe work continuously dLUing 
all working hours, and during the construction of the build­
ing, and char he should rest and inspect all material entering 
into the building. This would have necessitated, so far as rhe 
evidence informs me, an expenditure of $1,325.00, and a 
deduction from the scipulared remuneration muse be allowed 
in char amoum. I make the tOtal fee char would have been 
earned by the suppliant if rhe contract had been fully per­
formed robe $7,276.45, from which there muse be deducted 
the amount already paid, $4,103.81, and rhe sum of Sl,325.00 
just mentioned, leaving a balance of $ 1,847.64, which would 
have been paid ro and received by the suppliant had the 
contract ceen fully performed. Further, by reason of rhe 
termination of rhe conrracr the suppliant was relieved of cer­
tain responsibilities and contingent liabiliries, for which, I 
think, some deduction should be made, bur char, in all the 
circumstances of chis case, should not be any large amount, 
and chis I fix ar $200.00. I therefore find chat the supplianc is 
enritled to damages in rhe sum of Sl ,647.64. If ic should 
transpire char my calculations upon the forego ing basis are in 
any way in error rhe same may be adjusted on the serdement 
of rhe minutes of judgment. 

The suppliam will have his costs of the peririon. 
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THE T. EATON COMPANY WESTERN LIMITED, EDMONTON , ALBERTA 

NORTHWOOD AND CHIVERS, ARCHITECTS 

MAIN STAIRS 
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INDUSTRIAL 

MACKENZ E WATERS , 

A R C H T E C T 

WAGNER BRAKE SERVICE 

EDWARD STREET 

TORONTO, ONTARIO 

One storey, seventy by one hundred feet, steel 

frame, bearing concrete block and pressed brick 

walls. Floors of reinforced concrete slabs in 

service area and of hardwood in office. Roof 

of two by four laminated wood covered with 

four-ply felt and gravel. Standard steel sash. 

Heating by unit heaters in service area and by 

air conditioning in office with steam provided 

by fully automatic heavy oil burning equipment. 



ADD ITI ON TO PLANT 

C. A. DUNHAM COM PA NY, LTD. 

DAVE NP ORT ROAD 

TORONTO, ONTARIO 

One storey, sixty by one hundred feel, steel 

frame saw-tooth type construction designed for 

future extension in two directions. Brick curtain 

walls with precast concrete sills. Standard side­

wall steel sash, with one-quarter inch rough 

wired glass, hung independently of bay spacing 

and clear of columns. Windows in monitor 

elevation mechanically operated. Roof of two 

by six, tongue and grooved spruce on fir purlins. 

Five-ply tar and gravel roofing on flat and on 

twenty-three degree slope. Roof insulated with 

one-inch corkboard. Floor of five-inch reinforced 

concrete with metallic hardener on monolithic 

finish surface. Heating by four Dunham unit 

heaters by means of Dunham differential sub­

atmospheric steam system, each unit heater 

thermostatically controlled. 



HOUSE OF MR. BETHUNE L . SMITH, TORONTO , ONTARIO 

SAUNDERS AND RYRIE , ARCHITECTS 

TH IRD FLOOR PLAN SECOND FLOOR PLAN FI RST FlOOR P LAN 
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ENTRANCE DETAIL 

Walls - Brick, painted white 

Floors-Wood (Burnut), except 
ha ll which is Zenitherm 

Windows- Wood, painted white 

Porch-Cast iron, painted black 

Roof-Shingle 
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PROVINCIAL PAGE 
ALBERTA 

For such building work as is going on the season has been 
very favourable. Afrer one shore cold spell, in Occober, in 
which the temperature wem below zero, che rest of the sea­
son, so far, has b<:en exceptionally mild. This creates a 
general feeling of satisfaction that che long winter is being 
cue into at the start. 

The alterations on the lower floors of the Tegler Building, 
Edmonton, to be occupied by che Zeller Co. and general 
business offices, are going forward quickly. It is expected that 
the store will be open for business about the middle of De­
cember. Messrs. MacDonald and Magoon are the architects. 

Additions to the Misericord ia Hospital, Edmonton, are 
now well advanced. The cost has been in che neighbourhood 
of $145,000. The architeC£s are Messrs. Rule & Wynn, Ed­
momon. The same firm has been in charge of a new Hospital 
for the Sisters of the Assumption at Sr. Paul, just completed. 

In Red Deer there has just been finished a new hotel for 
about 50 guests. The architects are Messrs. Fordyce & Steven­
son of Calgary. In the same cown contracts have just been 
settled for a new hospital, the cost being berween sixty-four 
and sixty-five thousand dollars. Mr. William G. Blakey of 
Edmonton is the archi tect. It is understood that the actual 
construction will be held over rill spring. Red Deer is 
achieving a reputation as a public spirited and enterprising 
little cown. 

- Cecil S. B!(rgess. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia will hold 
irs Annual Meeting and Dinner in the new H otel Vancouver, 
on Friday, 8th December. 

Arrangements are being made for a large gathering, co 
which twenty-five guests will be invited, including His 
Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor, Eric W . Hamber, who is 
an Honorary Member of the Institute. 

A special feature will be made of che dinner programme, 
rowards the success of which the Vancouver Chapter is col­
laborating with President William Fredk Gardiner and the 
Council of the Jnstitllte. 

Honorary Membership \vill be conferred on Mr. W. Ridg­
way Wilson, who will be presented with his certificate of 
membership at the dinner. 

The Vancouver Chapter of che Insciruce enjoyed a very 
interesting and instructive cour o f the plant of B.C. Plywoods, 
Limited, last mooch, when members had che opportunity of 
observing the process of manufacture and varied application 
of this modern product of the building industry. 

The Building Indust ry of British Columbia has been 
organizing rccemly in a drive to support the efforts of their 
Vancouver Committee co introduce a Bill before the Provin­
cial Legislature with the object of enacting legislation to 
provide for the licensing of members of che industry. 

- David Colvitle. 
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MANITOBA 

I went co the New York W orld's Fair chiefly because it 
happened to be located in New York. By that f do not mean 
chat ic was not well worth an architect's rime attending it, for 
there is something in seeing what manner of exhibition 
attracts people's attention. Certainly an architect should Jearn 
from the Fair how much people are artracted by models. It is 
quire true that the most popular models were the working 
kind, with objects moving or lights changing or the .. before 
and after .. variety. But everything is better understood if 
seen in the usual way we all look at objects- in three dimen­
sions. If simple models were used more often by architects 
in presenting their ideas to their clients, there would probably 
be fewer misunderstandings when rhe building goes ahead. 

The New York Fair was roo large, particularly if you had 
a limited time in which to see it. The planting added greatly 
co the general effect, and it is to the credit of the designers 
that they were able ro effect the change from a public dump­
ing ground co a park in so shore a rime. Bur the radial scheme 
was nor efficient as far as time or space was concerned. It is 
true there were advantages in the open spaces which allowed 
for benches and open circulation. and there was no rime when 
I was at the Fair that I was even aware of the three hundred 
thousand people present ac the rime. Bur from the point of 
view o f control as well as effective and easy circulation from 
one exhibit to another it seems to me that individual build­
ings might have been a series of connected units, giving the 
spectatOr a general view of a certain field of industry or art. 

1l1e use of Rags was very effective, particularly against 
the white or light background o f che exhibit buildings. The 
contrast between the garish hues of the Chicago Fair build­
ings and those at N ew York is the answer co che question of 
che use of many different contrasting colours in building 
design. Accents do very well, in Rags, rowers, or in bright 
coloured wall decoration, but the colour must be accent, nor 
broad waU areas. Heavy colour dissolves silhouette and forces 
che building into the background, something the Greeks dis­
covered centuries ago. 

Jr was a satisfaction co find that the inner man could be 
cared for reasonably. In fact, it seemed to me that prices for 
food and drink were unusually cheap, and that, from the 
experience of ocher such Exhibitions, is unusual. The grounds 
were well kept and clean. An army of uniformed men were 
busy clearing up afcer lunches which were eaten anywhere. 
apparently, the need or the inclination required. 

The Fair is an interesting diversion of rhe moment. The 
lasting contribution New York is making co the world of 
comorrow is besr seen in the magnificent highway system that 
leads into rhe city from rhe wesc and the north. 1 was working 
in the Office of the Regional Plan of New York and irs Envir­
ons when the entire scheme was first conceived on paper. It 
is nothing less than thrilling ro see its gradual development. 

- i\lilto11 S. Osbome. 

ONTARIO 

Any lingering doubts as co the reality of the war have 
now been removed by two recent announcements; one to the 
effect that the first overseas unit of the 48th Highlanders wiU 
be commanded by a Toronto architect, Major E. W. Halden by; 
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and the other giving notice of a decision of the Registration 
Board tO exempt from paymenr of fees all Members of the 
O.AA. on active service with His Majesty's armed forces. 
( It must not be inferred that we suggest any connection 
between the two.) 

The war also provided the subject for discussion at the 
November luncheon of the Toronto Chapter. One of the 
largest gatherings so f;tr recorded heard Mr. E. P. Muntz. 
President of the National Construction Council, describe the 
efforts of the Council to persuade Ottawa that it could profit­
ably avail itself of the services of the N.C.C. in dealing with 
construction problems arising out of the national war effort. 
Mr. Muntz made it clear that, while the governmenr's recep­
tion of the deputation was all that could be desired, their sub­
sequent actions were ar some variance with it; since the first 
and most imporrant appointmenr in the field of war-construc­
tion was made without any reference whatever to the N.C.C. 
He was of the opinion that the position of the council would 
be greatly strengthened if its representation of the construc­
tion side of the industry could be made more complete. 

The problem of publicity for architecture and architeCts 
continues to be, apparently, almost insoluble. Some time ago, 
the Council of the O.A.A. secured the services of a firm of 
publicity specialists; but the results were so inadequate that 
the arrangement has been terminated. The trouble seems to 
be that our professional activities have comparatively little 
"news value"-as the press understands that term. Whether 
the press is accurate in its estimate of the public intellect 
may be a debatable point; but as its decision is "final and 
binding", the only hope seems to be for architects to cake 
up some more spectacular form of activity outside of office 
hours. Perhaps a few more burly architects in kilts would 
do the trick. 

A short time ago the writer had the pleasure of seeing Dr. 
Willinsky's coloured motion-pictures of his trip to South 
America, taking in Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires and Monte­
video. The pictures themselves, with their brilliant sunlight, 
riorous colouring and spectacular architecture, made a truly 
wonderful show, which no one should miss if the opportunity 
is presented. For us, however, the highlight of rhe evening 
was the statement that "in South America architects are more 
highly esteemed than doctors"-and the very evident impres­
sion which this state of affairs had made upon the speaker, 
himself a distinguished Canadian surgeon. As he was quite 
ignorant of the fact that a layman had crept into his audience, 
the inescapable inference must be forgiven him; but it leaves 
us all on the horns of a dilemma-whether to stay in Canada 
and do the best that is in us for an unappreciative public, or 
emigrate to South America and do the reverse. 

- Gladstone E11am. 

QUEBEC 

In the competition that was open to the members of the 
P.Q.A.A. for the proposed headquarters of the Association, 
the design of Messrs. Shorey and Ritchie was placed first. 
Congratulations are due to them for an excellent scheme, and 
also to Messrs. Sproule and C. Douglas, who obtained second 
and third places. 

At a special and well attended meeting held at the Windsor 
Hotel, on October 16rh, a lengthy discussion cook place on 
the question of whether it was a wise policy or not to build 
at the present time. After many ideas had been presented for 
consideration, it was decided to rent suitable quarters, and co 
wait until the situation with regard to the war had clarified 
before embarking upon a more ambitious venture. 

A photograph in a recent issue of an English architectural 
}oumal shows the main entrance doorway of the R.l.B.A. 
Headquarters being built up solid in brickwork. Such is war! 
However, one is glad to read tbar the decision of rhe R.I.B.A., 
made in the first week of the war, to close their offices, and 
co cease publishing their ]oumal, has been rescinded. Most 
of the activities of the London lnstirute will now be con­
tinued as usual, including the Library, and the work of the 
Board of Architectural Education. It is encouraging to find 
that the principals of alJ the recognized schools of architecture 
are unanimously of the opinion that education should con­
tinue, and also that almost all the schools are open for the 
present session; although several of them have found it neces­
sary to evacuate. As some one said recently, "The training of 
architects is as necessary in times of war, as in times of peace, 
it concerns our immediate war efficiency, and our post-war 
reconstruct ion". 

On November 8th, ar the M.A.A.A. Club on Peel Street, a 
successful luncheon meeting was held. Mr. Conrad D. Har· 
rington, president of the Canadian Construction Association, 
was the guest speaker, and took for his subject, 'The Build­
ing Industry of Canada and the War". This meeting was the 
beginning of a series of others of a similar character that are 
to be held regularly during the winter, under the auspices of 
the Entertainment Committee, and they deserve the support 
of the whole profession. 

The chapter on "Construction", that appears in the Canada 
Year Book for 1939, contains much useful information and 
interesting statistics on the Building Industry, and the Na­
tional Housing Act, the Government Home Improvement 
Plans, etc. Value of Building Permits obtainable from 35 
cities in Canada during the last 10 years are given as follows 
tO the nearest millions of dollars: 1929 (boom year), 214; 
1930, 152; 1931, 102; 1932, 38; 1933, 20; 1934, 25; 1935, 
43; 1936, 36; 1937, 50, 1938, 55. 

Westmouot, which is Montreal's high class residential dis­
trict, is in the peculiar situation of being a city within a 
larger city, as the metropolitan city of Montreal completely 
encircles it. According to a recent Montreal weekly paper, 
Westmoumers are in a class bv themselves, and revel in a 
welter of superlatives. They are the wealthiest per capita of 
any city dwellers in the Dominion. and have the lowest of all 
crime records. More aucomobiles and more radios are owned 
here per capita than in any other city in America. Westmoum 
had a population of 24.235 at the 1931 census and is there­
fore about the size of Kingston in Ontario. The inhabitants 
preen themselves particularly on their municipal record. 
Their Ciry Council works without pay and set; another pre­
cedent by collecting through its competent city manager and 
staff more money than it spends. The Public Library is the 
most up-to-date of irs kind in the province. Irs public gardens 
and parks receive general admiration, and are the envy of 
ocher municipalities. 

Its street equipment and snow removal system are said to 
be the most efficient in Canada, 264.498 cubic yards of snow 
are quoted as having been removed last winter. This is 
equivalent to 10 yards per inhabitant! The streamlined 
garbage trucks carried to the city's incinerators last year 
10,010 tons of refuse, or almost half a ton per inhabitant! 

As to matters architectural, it may be said that Wescmount 
has one of the best building codes in Canada, and a Fine Arts 
Commission of Architects who have to approve all designs 
before permits can be obtained. As a consequence Wescmount 
contains some of the finest, if not the best, modern residences, 
churches, and schools that can be fotmd on the Island of 
Montreal. 

-Philip ]. Tttmer. 
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Give Yourself Tbis 
Christmas Present! 

YOUR 
NAME 

PRINTED 
HERE! 

J 

Send fol' Youl' FREE Copy of 
This Money Making Book 

H ere's a ··big" little book c rammed wirh infor­
macion gathered from experr c rafrsmen, labora­
tory experiments and fift y years of manufacturing 
ex pe ri ence. It answers your q uesrions about ex­
terior and interior painting on a ll types of sur­
faces. Nore these comments of some enthusiastic 
owners: 

Yo11 retii~J' did something wlum y o11 got 11/J tbe Reardon 
Ql ' IZ IJOOK c. A. s. 
Dest hook of the kind - t•e,:v comprehensire-r~ lillie gimt t 
of injonn111ion. F.. \X'. Y. 

Vel)' romfJiete mul concise- fills a 11/llcb-needed tl'fllll. 

E.~. G. 

One of tbe most 011/Sinnr/ing booklets erer /Jill '"'' for 
salesmen. R. • . .\1. 

Give yourself a break! Ger your own personal­
ized co py of the Reardon Q U rz BOOK. Use 
the coupon, no cost or obligation. 

SEND COUPON-THAT'S ALL! 
TH E REARDO COMPANY , LIMITED 
146 ST. I)ETER T RHT. \tONTREAt. QUEBEC 

Plense ~end me a per,onalized copy of the Reardon 
QU IZ BOOK. 
Name_ ___ _ 

(r~ bt printu/ Of/ Ill}' cop}') 
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CicY--- --------Scace·-------
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JH'ac·e an d quil'l ! No i:o;e measuring 

tt•:' t :: ,; h ow that <1 b usY office with 

t~ JH ' \\ ri t <· r~ '' ork ing is aho u t a no ii'y 

110 deeihd ::-) a,.; a 5l r et'l with lH~a\ y 
traffi<· a long an e)e , a ted line ( 75 deci­

bel~ ) . A nd no i,-c reduces efficiency. 

Thost' who ]ul\·e th e d ecidi ng word. 

\\ h o are h uil cl in g or r e m odc1ling 

ho mes, offic-Ps. :-c-h ools or in st ituti ons. 

Ita\(' found th e ~;o]utio n ... A rm­

:- tron!:(s Corkoust ie eei lings. They 
rt-duc·e no i:;c ap prox ima tely 50(< . 

T h e f a m e a n d effic ic ney of Arm · 

,.;t r o u:;'s Co rkou s tie ·is spre ad ing 

ra pid! ) t hro ug ho u t the coun t r y. 

\~' h) not d i ~e o\ e r for your elf th e 

po~~ ih il iti<•;; of th is fine. mode rn Cork 

p r ocltu·t '! 

II rite> {or full inform ation torloy. 

ARMSTRONG 
CORK & INSULATION 
COMPANY , 

MONTREAL 
WINNIPEG 

LIMITED 

TORONTO 
QUEBEC 
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HEES 

BANK 0 F CANADA, 0 T T A WA 

Architects: Maroni, Lawson & Morris and 
S. G. Davenport, Associate 

VENETIAN BLINDS 
are selected by architects as worthy equipment in Canada's finest buildings. 

Whether for residence, institution, industrial or public offices, these blinds 

are ideal in every respect, not only from the standpoint of appearance, but 

for the comfort of light control, and for their guaranteed reliability. Architects 

can specify HEES VENETIAN BLINDS with every confidence. 

You are invited to write for our specia l book of 

sample colours, specifications and measuring tables, etc. 

Sold by lead ing housefurnishings stores and interior decorators. 

MANUFACTURED AND GUARANTEED BY 

GEO. H. HEES SON AND COMPANY LIMITED 
TORONTO MONTREAL 
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THE GRAOUSTAT­
Tbe Plltiiiii<Jiic tbennos/,,1 
ll'ilb tbe /t~mom Helmet 

Se,tl construction 

C ontrol units may be similar in basic principle, but there is a vast 
difference in the results and performance produced by the Gradutrol 
System compared with conventional types of pneumatic control. The 
new M-H G radutrol Thermostat is as improved in performance as 
it is in appearance. The Gradutrol System as a whole brings a new 
and ascounding degree of accuracy and responsiveness to pneumatic 
control as a result of 26 distinct improvements engineered by 
Minneapolis-Honeywell since its entrance inco this branch of the 
control field. The Gradutrol System actually gives to pneumatic con­
trol an outstanding new performance hitherto believed impossible. 

"Five Star" Control /or Large Space Heating 

* COMPLETE LINE • • . Miooeapoli>­
Hoocj·well is the onlr. m:aouf:acrurcr with a 
comp etc line of simplified cotatrol uoics., both 
poeum:l(i' aod electric. 

* IMPARTIAL ENGINEERING . . • 
HaviOj; all cypes o f control, M~H Engtoc:crs c~a. 
md~c rmparcl:.tl r«omm:ndation.s jn rhc selection 
of equipment • • • cicbcr poc:uruadc, electric 
or a combination of horh. 

* OPERATING EFFICIENCY . • • 
M·H Prcci~ion Control en• bles huring or air 
conditioning systems co deliver economically all 

the rom(ort a.od conveoieocc for wbich tbc-r 
arc desagned. 

* UNDIVIDED RESPONSIBILITY ••• 
By comp1cccly c.nginccr1n~ a control system from 
stuc ro fini.sh. re~~sibility in every t\'1-H in· 
suUatioo is uodi\'rded. 

* DEPENDABILITY AND SERVICE . . 
M· H controls arc cbc result of more than 5-t )·cu1 
or Jc;zdcrs.hip and the large$f, most modern rc· 
Karch and maoufacrudng facilirics. Service i.J 
<~ v:.u lable rhrOilitb an intcrnuion:ll ncrwork of 
brou.tch office:s aod discributOrt;. 

When you install Minneapolis-Honeywell Auwmalic Controls on your 
heating o r air conditioning system, you know you are getting a control 
system backed by an engineering responsibility which insists that the 
best is nvne too good. M-H Engineers stand ready to work with your 
architect, engineer, or contractor in solving your control problem ... 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Company Limited, 117 Peter Street, 
Toronto. Branches: Montreal. Winnjpeg. Calgary. Vancouver . 

RECENT M-H PNEUMA TIC 
INSTALLATIONS 

Copper Cliff High School 

Dovcrcnun School 

Premier Trust Bldg. 

F. W. \.XIoolworth Store -

Northern Electric Co .• Office 

Trenton Public School 

King George School · 

Federal Townsi te School 

Noranda Public Schi)O( 

Arts and Trades School 

Chatham Public School 

Ontario Mental Hospital 
Blocks C and 0 

\XIcstminster Hospital 

W. 'K. Kellogg Power Plant· 

Camosun School 

Copper Cliff, Om. 

Toronto, Ont. 

Toronto, Ont. 

Montreal. Que. 

Montreal, Que. 

· Trenton, Om. 

Kirkland Lake, Ont. 

Kirkland Lake, Ont. 

Noranda, Que. 

Rouyn, Que. 

Chatham. Om. 

$1. Thomas, Om. 

London, Onr. 

London. Ont. 

Vancouver, B.C. 

.....__mmnEIIPOLIS · HDn~YWE~L--­
{j~f,*' 

11 



~~~ SPUN 1l{. l ROCK ; 
I ~/ WOOL , 

=--::::--- Reg'd. I 

12 

-the finest INSULATION 
against COLD 

This t·esili ent, long- fi lll'ed hu lk rock I 
wool keeps homes com fo t·tably \\'ann 
in wint e r a t t•educNI fue l costs. 

Light in weight, easily installed , fi t·e 
a nd ver m in-proof-it is g u a t·anteed to c 

s tuy in place, t•egard less of vi brat ion . 

. -\l~o in Bro tt~, Blanket" and Pit>C C:o,·c•·in j! 

Jl''r ite for lndk lf'twl .<amp/,, a,/ /it/1 ir~.formatimt to: 

SPUN ROCK WOOLS LIMITED 
THOROLD, ONT ARlO 

or 

F. S. BRIDGES, LTD., 8 Marlborough Ave., Toronto, 5 
OisfribufN for Eastern C o~odo 

Proved 
• 1n every 

climate 

FOR TROUGH, PIPE AND AIR CONDITIONING 
Sold by all Jobbers 

Eastern Representatives: A. C. LESLIE & CO. LIMITED, Montreal 

LYSAGHT DOMINION SHEET METAL 
HAMILTON CORPORATION LIMITED ONTARIO 
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RAIL STEEL 

REINFORCEMENT 

O'KEEFE HOUSE 
TORONTO 

Architecl5: 
Chapman & Oxley 

Contractors: 
The foundation Company of Ontario, Limited 

oNE of the first buildings in Canada in which high early-strength concrete was 
used on the superstructure ... O'Keefe House marks another step forward 

in the reinforced concrete construction field. 

It is significant that BURLINGTON RAIL STEEL REINFORCEMENT was used in this 
construction. The toughness and high elastic quality of Burlington Roil Steel Rein­
forcement bars furnish a wide margin of strength that con be used either for load 
carrying or extra safety foetor. Burlington is specified by leading architects and 
contractors for modern construction. 

BURLINGTON STEEL CO. LIMITED HAMILTON, ONT. 




