




















ecologists as “ecosystem-level experiments”; the
boundaries are defined, the practices and histories are
documented in the process of applying for certification
each year, and most farmers are natural experimenters and
want to learn more about the functioning of their systems,
even if it doesn’t have immediate, practical value. Organic
certification codes, always under review, provide a
dynamic, ecosystems-oriented framework that can serve as
a basis for farmers and scientists to work together to
further develop and test the relevant concepts. Recent
advances in ecological theory, in our understanding of
processes at the molecular level, in analytic techniques,
computer modeling and electronic communication, could
greatly assist this process. Hopefully we will soon see such
collaboration and move more quickly towards a global
agriculture which is at once productive and nurturing of
the earth ecosystem.
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