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ness of heart which as a national characteristic is an honor.” And the
repugnance to the punishment of the law, which has sometimes induced
a jury to find in favour of the prisoner, has often been the means of
bringing about better and more equitable law, e. g, in Ireland, where
forgery was once a capital offence, the juries refused to bring in a verdict
against a prisoner, and it had the effect of lessening the punishment to
a more deserving measure. This beneficial effect of juries is recognized
by Lord John Russell in his “ Essay on the English Government,” where
he says : * Thus it is that the power which juries possess of refusing to
put the law*in force has been the cause of amending many bad laws
which the judges would have administered with professional bigotry,
and above all, it has this important and useful consequence, that laws
totally repugnant to the feelings of the community for which they are
made, cannot long prevail in England.”

On the whole we may be satisfied with our present system of jury
trials, and stronger objections must be made than have been before the
jury in civil causes will be done away with. Supposing, however, we
were to abolish it, what tribunal are we prepared to substitute in its
place? Are we to throw the burden upon the judges and make them,
like the Scabini of the Franks, decide disputed facts as well as
expound the law? DBut it may well be doubted whether this would
in the end more effectively secure the great object of judicial
enquiry, namely, the discovery of truth. To say nothing of the exhaus-
tion of mind which would be felt by a judge called upon in the rapid
succession of causes tried at nisi prius to weigh contradictory evilence,
and balance opposing probabilities, although it may sound paradoxical, it
is true, that the habitual and constant exercise of such an office
tends to unfit a man for its due discharge. Everyone has a mode of
drawing inferences in some degree peculiar to himself. He has certain
theories with respect to the motives that influence conduct. Some are
of a suspicious nature, and prove to deduce unfavourable conclusions
from slight circumstances, others again err in the opposite extreme.
But each has some general rule by which he is guided. And here the
maxim fits in, Humanium est errare ; and non omnes sed pauci decipi
aut decipere possunt, the former may the more casily deceive or be
deceivéd: So it is that a jury is more likely to decide a question of fact
more correctly than a judge. . , PR,

The respect and reverence paid to judges seems also to be increased
by having the people, through the medium of a jury, decide on ques-
tions of fact. In deciding on facts opinions wili necessarily vary, and
judges, like other men, are liable to be mistaken in estimating the effect
of evidence. Everyone thinks himself competent to express an opinion
upon a mere question of fact and would be apt to comment freely upon
the decision of a judge which, on such a question, happens to be at
variance with his own. It is easy to conceive cases where much odium
would be incurred if, in the opinion of the public, the judge miscarried
in a matter which they thought themselves as well able to determine as

himself. From this kind of attack the judge is now shielded by the .

intervention of the jury. He merely expounds the law and declares its
_sentence ; and in the performance of this duty, if he does not escape
eriticism, he very seldom can incur censure, _'
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S0 on the whole we have every reason to bo proud i
the administration of the English );aw. It has bgeu fozgfgl:? 1;0131‘&;)1;’01:)3:
;mcestfors and wrenched from the hands of the kings and made a privi-
e,ge of the people, a safeguard for the liberty of the subject. We have
3\ ery reason to appreciate this our privilege ; and to any future
: }fmagogge who works for a reform in this line, we cannot do better
an advise him to consider carefully the truism of the philosopher :

e Tl’:ap what we have we prize not to the worth
Whiles we enjoy it,”

H. V. B.
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LAW SCHOOL FACETIE.
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How about the wine, M—s—ly ?

thatADwSh”:G PROFESSOR to Student who has strayed : “ Don’t you know
S¥ou elp b“reak the law every time you drink less than a pint ?”
udent: “I never drink less than a pint.”

you?a‘:fnf:k;?'gg frorfn one of the city papers is very suspicious :—“ Three
Rt e\’ren?n entsTl:nm the city educational centre, were on an “ outing ”
aasbon 4 b re%n d ey crossed over here, and after amusing themselves
gl -4 A urned to Halifax. On the ferry-boat one of the trio began

y like a child, and kept up the music during the entire passage. He

should be se " : :
V—r—n andn;{io?:]t; lh'S ma!”  Dame Rumour is undecided between

BOOKS TAKEN OUT FOR SUMMER HOLIDAYS.

English Law Reports.......... L

g:e:hc%l .Jlurisprudence. PP - o CH:?S IXCIC;I?’[I}—-N
ate OO s v io v ¥ M bs s hnnsne we wRbubie i —.- - .

Mook’s Underhill ... ... .. 0 tnoeeee {i—F{vso—nm "

Infant’s Relief Act............. . .. 0 " 'y _ el o

P. S.—The long-lost Clements was returned by L—v—t.

(Medical Department.

STUDENTS’ MEDICAL SOCIETY.

—_— '
Bake i R

The meetings of this Society f_; i Qs ‘
ety for'fhie~Session of 1894 -5 are at
;:n end. About fifteen gatherings have been held, and ten pa;:e:s
l:),ve begn presented })y Doctors and others not connected with
ith:e ri:tcil:ty. dAll %h&ntﬁs co';')sidered, these lectures have been
e g and pro e. This Societ i
an important factor at the College. . e

Dr. Cunningham, on the evening of February 22nd, ga.vé an

excellent lecture on “ Pleurisy and its Effect the H "
The paper was short, crisp, and to th e,c: on the Heart.
evidences of close and 'curefgl reasohing.e Rt o

On the evening of March 1st, a paper on the “ Ethics of

Medicine ” was to have been given by Dr, Chisholm. but owi
to pressure of professional work the t{octor had 'bel:x'x u:ag;:“;g




Ld
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prepare a discourse on this subject. His paper on the “ Thera-
peutics of Heart Disease” was thoroughly appreciated and much
enjoyed.

On Friday, March 8th, no meeting was held, but on the
following Friday evening the reports of the various officers and
committees were read. A vote of thanks was also extended to
the officers and others who had in various ways helped to bring
the session to so successful a close.

W
ETHER.

BY ALEXANDER ROSS,

From the earliest times surgeons have used substances for the

purpose of alleviating the frightful pain of surgical operations.

For this purpose they used such substances as myrrh mixed with

vinegar, henbane, alcohol, and others of the same character. The

effects of these were only partial, and surgeons were eagerly

looking forward to the discovery of something that would produce

total insensibility to pain. For ages their efforts were unsuc-

cessful. Then like many of the great discoveries, that of surgical

anaesthesia came upon the world suddenly. Nosignal heralded

-y the advent of a substance destined to exert so mighty a power

for good. Although its introduction was sudden a few dewmon-

S strations made its use seem as natural as the presence of the

& sunlight, and when experiment demonstrated the laws which

5. ‘ governed its action, it became almost immediately established in
» the country of its birth. ;

B W. T, ({ Morton, the man to whom suffering humanity owes

| so deep a debt of gratitude, was born in Charlton, Mass., August

7th, 1819. His parents were of Scotch descent. Morton received

a common schoor and academic education, during which periods

of his life he resided for a short time in the family of a physician,

where he acquired a taste for medical studies. Leaving home at

the age of seventeen, he went to Boston, where he ncted as sales-

man and clerk in the book trade, Urged by his fondness for

medical pursuits, he decided to enter the Baltimore College of

Dental Surgery, as a stepping stone to the other lranches,

After two years preparation he entered into partnership with

Horace Wells, at Hartford, Conn. Dissolving partnership in 1543

he went to Boston, in which year he entered his name as a

medical student with Dr. Charles T. Jackson of Boston,

‘matriculating in the winter of 1844-45 at the Harvard Medieal

.Golw ,
~ While at Hartford he discovered a process for soldering false

Tbodmugwnﬂuudwhm.
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this end Morton now bent his energies. Just previous to 1845
'Hprace Wplls, his old partner, had %nade some epxperiment.s lw?;;;
nitrous oxide gas as a preventative of pain in the extraction of
teeth. But having completely failed in a public demonstration,
Wells abandoned his project and even gave up his profession as
a dentist. Morton was stimulated to greater efforts by the
partial success obtained by Wells. One day a lady came to his
office to have a sensitive tooth filled. Applying by chance some
chloric ether his suecess was so great that he was induced to
Institute an enquiry into this and other kinds of ether. Being
informed by one of his students, that while at College he had
inbaled sulphuric ether without any bad effects, Morton was led
to experiment with this ether upon animals, himself and assistants.
He thus discovered the necessity of using pure rectified ether
instead of the commercial article sold by the druggists. Finally
under its influence a tooth was drawn without the least pain.
Not considering this sufficient proof of its influence over pain
under all circumstances. Morton was anxious to test it in a eapital
operation. With this end in view he ealled upon Dr. John ¢
arren, senior surgeon at the Massachusetts General Hospital,
and asked permission to experiment in a surgical operation with
a substance to prevent pain.  After some deliberation his request
was granted, although the nature of the agent to be employed
was not made known to Dr. Warren at that time ‘n the
meantime, Morton busied himself in devising & suitable apparatas
for the administration of his compound. * )
An extract from a letter, dated June 30th, 1547, writhen by
Dr. Iom‘»‘n losthe edit;:r of the Lancet may be of interest.  He
says: “My first applieation (et 16) being bat iy
successful, I found that | must procure some -m'.;:dm
a us. Accordingly | conversed with Dr. A A Gould o
ished physician of Boston (late on the night of the 16k,
as o best means of rendering my sewly doowversd agest
available, when he rendered we important servioe in srrving o

the valvular mow in uw in Uisovantry 1 had pasand
asleepless In the morning tefore 7“ o meds g
ment maker and | the ond when the howr
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In the meantime he received a note from Dr. Warren givinﬁ

him the desired opportunity. Accordingly on the day appointe
he administered his “compound,” in the presence of several

" doctors and students, to the patient—a young man with a tumor

on his neck. Although, as Dr. Warren afterwards described,
the anaesthesia was “ incomplete,” the patient said he suffered no
pain. The next day he administered the preparation to a female
from whose shoulder a fatty tumor was removed by Dr. George
Hayward. The most complete insensibility was in uced and the

| g;.t.ient suffered no pain, These are the operations referred to in

orton’s letter of June 30th.

After these few trials the use of the anaesthetic was discon-
tinued at the Hospital. This was owing to various reasons. It
was a secret mixture, and also a patented article. Its nature
not being known, fear was expressed that it might be followed
by serious and perha‘)s fatal symptoms. Professional rivalry
and ectiquette also played their part in its discontinuance,
Religious sentiment was also against its use. The clergy con-
tended that pain being of divine origin, and one of the curses
entailed on man for his disobedience, it was therefore sinful to
use measures for its prevention. It was Sir James Simpson, if I
remember rightly, who drove the clergy from this position by a
justifiable perversion of Scripture. He pointed out to them the
fact that when God removed the rib from Adam’s side he threw
him into a deep sleep, and that therefore the use of an anaesthetic
was sanctioned by the teachings of the Bible. But the princiBal
objection, that it was a patented articlo, was overcome by Dr.
Morton agreeing to make known the nature of the agent
employed. The next operation performed under its influence
was a major one, a thigh amputation.

This memorable operation, adding to the fame of the
Massachusetts General Hospital, took place on Saturday, Nov. 5,
1846, at 11 o'clock. Not only the students of Harvard Medical

‘Echool, and the medical fraternity of Boston had gathered

together in the ampitheatre, but also many of the members of
the other professions who were interested in an operation of this
character. The ampitheatre of the operating room was crowded
by an anxious and expectant assemblage for an hour or two
before the appointed time. As the clock struck eleven, the side
door of the operating room was thrown open, and a ‘»le and
emaciated girl of nineteen was carried in by two faithful nurses,
attended by the two house surgeons, Drs. C. F. Heywood, and
Alfred Lambert. Alice Mohan had eighteen months before been
brought to the hospital suffering from a sore knee. Two months
before her entrance she had fallen on the ice striking her knee
joint just below the knee pan. She suffered considerable pain
ot the time, followed Ly en t, with increased sensitiveness
o,ndrin on motion of the joint. When admitted there was
much swelling, and distinct fluctuation at the side and below the
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knee pan, also pain on deep pressure. She was placed in bed and
various kinds of ‘local treatment adopted without success.
Symptoms of constitutional disturbance occurring, it was decided
by her attending physicians to amputate. After the entrance of
the patient, Dr. Geo. Hayward addressed the audience, and said
that by the advice of the attending surgeons he would allow Dr.
Morton to administer a substance which would prevent pain
during the operation.

Dr. Morton then appeared carrying his inhaling apparatus.
After a few words of encouragement and direction, he adminis-
tered the ether, producing insensibility in three minutes. Dr.
Hayward being informed that the patient was ready, the
assistants drew her body down upon the table, so that her limbs
Wo‘]ected over the edge, the right being supported. Dr. J. Mason

arren compressed the femoral artery at the groin. Dr.
Hayward operated, performing an anterior and posterior flap
operation. One of the surgeons held back the flaps while the
bone was being sawed, a slight unevenness was removed by the
bone foreeps, the principal arteries ligated, and four others placed
upon bleeding points. The loss of blood was small. A compress
dipped in cold water and secured by a roller bandage was the
only dressing applied. The operation was rapidly performed.
Dr. Hayward fearing that insensibility might pass off, and that
no means were at hand for continuning it as long as desirable.
The patient evinced not the slightest sensibility to pain, until
the tightening of the last ligature, when she uttered a groan
and soon returned to consciousness. The operation completed,
the suspense was broken and loud murmurs of surprise and
adwmiration attested to the success of the experiment. Dr.
Morton was the hero of the hour, and regarded as an angel might
be who had suddenly appeared bearing waters from the
“ Lethean stream of oblivion,” which administered to the suffer-
ing invalid, produced the effect described. i

After the patient was put in bed she complained of pain in
her knee and foot, but revived about two oclock, talked pleasantly,
and asked for a cup of tea, which was given her. The wound
rapidly healed, her general health improved, and she was
discharged on Dec. 22nd as “ well.”

& Sl
->-- >

MEDICAL BRIEFS,

WHO would have thought that Shaw would be guilty of advocating
“ Woman's rights ? ”
_ THE temporal bone came back after what the Sophomore punster styled
its temporal absence.
 WE think that the house staff must feel very much relieved of the'r
responsibility since Mr. R—— has taken charge of No. 65.

THE MacEwan Mission, with Ross, who has a local reputation as an
evangelist and singer, to maintain order is doing a grand work.
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DIckKIE visited “ Mt. Hope Asylum” Friday. He tried to beat the
ticket agent down to half fare on the score that “ Raw Material goes free ”

THE Graduating Class apfpear to be getting very extravagant in their
habits, as we notice several of them had their lady friends out on Sunday
night to witness the eclipse.

A cOUPLE of medicals, one afternoon, attempted to perform a surgical
operation on one of the lower animals. The instruments consisted of a
small rusty bladed jack-knife, a pairof scissors and a large bottle of chloroform.

* The Dr. having read a description of the case, enumerating the attendant
dangers, and giving his reasons why the operation shall be performed,
ordered the anaesthetic to be given. Everything progressed nicely ; the
operator discussed the various points met with, dilating on the position of
various ligaments and folds of peritoneum, when the attendant who was
administering the anaesthetic, becoming so interested and astonished at the
Dr.’s wonderful display of his knowledge of Practical Anatomy, forgot his
duties ; the animal suddenly wakened, became vicious and unmanageable,
with the result that the said medicals very hurriedly left the scene
However, they soon summoned courage and again commenced the operation ;
determined now to do the right thing, the attendant brought forth his bottle
and literally soaked the animal in chloroform ; thenceforth everything went
serene, and in a short time the operation was brought to a close. Unhappily,
great trouble was experienced in restoring the animal to consciousness. As
far as we know, this has not yet been accomplished ; but the operators are
confident that they can once more restore it to life and good health. Any
information with regard to the latest and most successful methods applicable
in feline surgery, will be cheeifully given by Messrs. Ri—aur and McD—Id,
117 Cunard St.

e -y . B e P

PERSONALS.

MR. J. C. MACDONALD has been chosen Valedictorian of the Graduating
Class, which, it is expected, will number seven this year.

DRr. W. F. COGSWELL, the popular house surgeor.x at Victoria General
Hospital paid a flying visit to his home, Port Williams, last week.

~ MR. ROBT. GRIERSON of the class of '97 is suffering from a severe attack
of bronchitis, MR. C. R. GATES is substituting for him at the gymnasium,

ERNEST SHELBURNE BLACKIE, PH. M., the popular pharmacist, who
took classes in Dalhousie last year, may be found at his old stand H. W.
Cameron’s Brunswick St. His pleasant smile and courteous manner still
fc;lratﬂ ;edrawmg card for that popular drug store. Soon we hope his refrain
s

“ Domestic Happiness, thou only bliss
Of Paradise that has survived the fall ! "

kY .
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