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Abstract

At the close of the American Revolution thousaotlAmerican Loyalists were forced

into exile and made their way to British colonies beyond the United States. Most of the
Loyalists landed in British North America, particularly the Maritimes. Along with the
trauma and losses of the conflict, the Loyalistought with them a way of doing things,

an intense political history, and ideas concerning the imperial structure that framed their
everyday lives.

This dissertation is a study of the Loyalis&pecifically, itexploresa praninent Loyalist

and higourney from Massachusetts to Nova Scatang withfamily members, servants

ard laboures, including enslaved person&.central objectivef the dissertation is to

illuminate the storpfthe enslaved nd magni fy their plé&ace i n N
century colonial history narrative. Thbjective is addressed by adapting a holistic

perspective that considers a single geograptime plantation.The holistic perspective,

developed through an interdisciplinary methodology, explores the peoples @lad

culture that formed the Loyalist plantation and wiefermed by it.The picture that

emerges is one that puts into place the structure and organization of a Loyalist plantation

in the late eighteenth century.

This dissertation argues that arerisciplinary approach is fundamental when esptp

the subject of the plantation artslinhabitantan Nova ScotiaThrough study of the
slaveholdeandthe comparison of higlantation spaceshe dissertation argues for

Loyalist continuity. Such cdimuity confirmed a slaveholding culture during the mass

migration. Finally, this dissertation argues that the Loyalist period can be described as
Nova Scotiabs Age of Slavery. The Loyalist
of enslaved persors the province. Furthermore, the Loyalist migration represents the
unprecedented arrival of a political and ideological framework that carried within it
perceptions of race and seeds of discrimination that took root.

XV
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Now, whether a Negro is or can be the property of aap M this

Province, will emphatically depend upon another questidrhether

a Negro can or cannot be a Slave in this Province? For if he can be a

Slave here, | think when we come coolly to consider the legal dominion

which the master has over him, ¢ennot be taken to be anything less

than his Mastero6s property.

An estimated 2500 enslaved African Americans arrived in British North America
with their Loyalist masters at the end of the American Revolitifhe quotation above
is drawn from a pubthed legal debate about slavery in Nova Scotia in the post
Revolutionary Loyalist period. It illustrates the impact of the arrival of thousands of
slaves to a sparsely populated British colony and the desire for those with enslaved

labourers to understarideir legal, financial and political position. Discovering such a

! Excerpt fromOpinions of Several Gentlemen of the Lawlm$ubject of Negro Servitude in the Province
of Nova ScotigSaint John: John Ryan, 1802)18. MFM 3934, Nova Scotia Archives and Records

Management, Halifax. |1t is interesting to note that
contributa  Mr .  Apl i n. Principally that fAas several Act s
Negroes; and as all Hi s Majestybds subjects (whether
profits of the African or Negro traffic, the Colonial Traderght carry their Slaves, either to the West

Il ndi es, or to any other of His Majestybdbs Colonies o

into the Westndies, were legally held as Slawkgre they cannot, when imported into any of the
Cortinental Colonies, be in a better state than they would have been, had they been importethMesd the

Indes 0 Regarding whether #ANegroes, so made Sl aves, c
ithat whatever i s mustdeeessarily have an ovinér,endadnseguerdyf bécome,an
article of sale. And whatever may be Il egally sold,
Aplin quotes the Act (of Parliament) 5. Geo. 2. C. 7. that makes Negroes propegyhamtls of their

Masters. The Act fAexpressly makes personal Estates
to satisfy the demands of English creditors. o Apl i
always been allowedtopgas by Wi Il I, as personal Estate. o

2By 1784, over 3000 free Black Loyalists had arrived in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and
approximately 2500 enslaved black Loyalists had arrived in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island. The Black Loyalisteme north mainly from the Lowland South, Chesapeake and New
England colonies. For a basic summary of the arrival and settlement of the Black Loyalists see the Nova
Scotia Archives and Records Managen¥sinican Nova Scotians: In the Age of Slavery andliéibo web

site. http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/africanns/results.asp?Search=&SearchList1=2&Language=English



http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/africanns/results.asp?Search=&SearchList1=2&Language=English

document in the Provincial Archives, while immersed in records of the free Black
Loyalists, initiated a pause and ultimately a new path of historical inquiry. What about
the Loyalist shves? This dissertation explores the history of the Loyalists and the Black
Loyalist slaves who travelled with them from New England to the Maritfm&s.

particular case study is investigated in an effort to compile historical evidence concerning

the fourding of a Loyalist plantation in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scotia.

Since James Weadkikgestudy sf thg BlackuLoyalists, scholarship
has focused almost exclusively on those Black Loyalists who were free. Researchers such
as Ellen Gibson Wdon, Graham Russell Hodges, Ruth Holmes Whitehead, Carmelita

Robertson, Carole W. Troxler, Laird Niven and Heather Macleod Leslie have all

3 An important forum debatinthe definition of Black Loyalist was publishedAtadiensigournal in 1999.
In the forum, archivist Barry Cahill and historian James Walker present their opposing arguments
concerning the Black refugees, fugitive and nefsbed, who arrived in the Mdiines with the Loyalists.

Cahi | | aggressively contends that the fugitive sl av
Bl acks, not Loyalistso and that a Black Loyalist my
tobringBlackp eopl e into the mainstream of historical scho
factor at this moment in Black history was not whether one was a loyal sulsjeses were subject only to

their master$ but whether the master was Patrioto Tor y . 0 I n his arguments, Ca

making power or agency from the refugee slaves. He purports to know what the Black refugees thought,
stated and understood including that they were definitely not Loyalists. He also argues thatsftthieee

a credible Loyalist perspective on Black history, then it must be that of the free born or free Black, not the
fugitive slave. | would argue that study of the enslavédjitive or in bondage adds depth and credibility

to the larger Black histy narrative regionally and nationally. The study of the enslaved Black Loyalist
informs several aspects of the Loyalist pefigablitical, ideological and economic. The historical approach

must be inclusive. Wal k er IbapesehtationdfohistaricaCearittence | 6 s ar g
which supports that Black refugees were regarded as Loyalists by White Loyalists, the British, American

Patriots, and themselves and that the fugitive and nREwlye e d Bl ack Loyali sts expect
andrevar ds granted to all other Loyalists. o I agree |

in 1976 standardized the term which has come into common usage. It is further used in this dissertation to
represent the enslaved refugees that arrivild their Loyalist masters to the Maritimes. On page 98,

Walker quotes a definition of Loyalists publishedrime Canadian Encyclopedé&nd it is applicable to this
researchLoyal i sts are fAAmerican col oni st s Botlshcauser i ed et h
during the American Revolutionéfor highly diverse r
agree, is the neglect of the Black Loyalists in Atlantic Canada historiography and the absence of wide

spread public awareness about tlogalist origins of many Black communities. This has improved since

the publication of the forum in 1999. This dissertation research contributes to the developing awareness.

Both authors also agree that loyalty to the Crown did not take priority oveothmitment to freedom over
slavery. See Barry Cahill, A T h AcadkhssXXIK, nd. & (A@umh st Myt h
1999): 768 7. Al so, James W. St. G. Walker, fAMyth, Histor
Re v i sAcademskisX&IX, no. 1 (Autumn 1999): 8805.

2



investigated the journey of slaves who escaped to the British lines, obtained certificates of
freedom for allegianct® the Crown during the War for Independence, and sought refuge

in the British colonies to the north. Recently, the lives and culture of the Black Loyalists
who arrived in the Maritimes as enslaved individuals has gained attention. Simon
Schama, Harvey ani Whitfield, Jeffrey A. Fortin, Barry Cahill and W. Bryan

RommetRuiz have all addressed this aspect of the Maritime black past in recent

scholarship contributing to what has become a dynamic field of historical investigation.

This dissertation buildsn this scholarship by focusing on the enslaved rather than
the free Black Loyalists of Nova Scotia and the white Loyalist context that structured
their lives. It explores a series of questions unanswered by recent scholarship by
approaching a remainingointier of Atlantic Black studies of the Loyalist era. The
dissertation moves beyond a strict historical approach and applies an interdisciplinary
framework with comparative analysis in history, archaeology and cultural geography.
Research questions posadlude: What can be determined about the daily life of slaves
in Nova Scotia following the wave of Loyalist migration? How does the malstee

relationship inform the Nova Scotia slavery narrati@ap investigation of the slave

4 Among the massive body of research grounded in the historiography of slavery in the Atlantic world, the
subject of slavery in Nova Scotia has received relatively little scholarly attention. Currently, ethnologist
Ruth HomesVhitehead continues her investigation of the journey of the Black Loyalists to Nova Scotia by
compiling historical data on each Black Loyalist to arrive from the Southern Provinces and settle in free
Black communities. Historians over the past fifteerryémve made a variety of contributions. Ken

Donovan has written extensively about slavery at the Frenchpied Fortress of Louisbourg in Cape

Breton Island. W. Bryan Romm&uiz has researched the development ofslatiery discourse among

blacks inRevolutionary era Newport, Rhode Island and Halifax, Nova Scotia. Barry Cabhill and James
Walker have debated the definition of Black Loyalist and Harvey Amani Whitfield has published a volume
on black refugees in early nineteenth century Nova Scotia. Mesanoff has explored the consequences of
the Loyalist refugee diaspora. Archaeologists Laird Niven, Stephen Powell and Heather Maslend

have focused their investigations on the free black settlements of Birchtown, Tracadie, Rear Monastery and
Delgps Cove, Nova Scotia. Archaeologist and cultural geographer Robert Fitts has published an extensive
study concerning the mastsliave relationship and the eighteentintury landscape of northern bondage in
Rhode Island.



owner and his Angldmerican or colonial elite ideology provide insights concerning a

Loyalist slave framwork that also migrated north?

An Interdisciplinary Approach to Historical Inquiry

The dissertation argues that an interdisciplinary approach to research inquiries
such a the dalily life of slaves, the mastdave relationship, and the Loyalist slave
system is fundamental. In terms of the basic need to acquire data, an interdisciplinary
methodology is the most effective. When considering the dissertation researchnguesti
there is simply not enough relevant historical information available alhewnslaved
and the practice of slavery in Nova Scotia or the Maritimes from a single discipline alone.
An interdisciplinary framework provides a process, research mod@pgudtunities for

collaborations, connections and the integration of knowlédge.

There are numerous interdisciplinary research models. All facilitate the movement
between the fields of study and the integration of elements and perspectives from each.
Ead discipline informs and affects the other. Allen Repko defines interdisciplinarity as
research involving two or more knowledge areas with a deemgtking process that is
heuristic, i1iterative and refl exvinga. It

problem, or addressing a topic that is too broad or complex to be dealt with adequately by

® For some an interdisciplinaryamework is an adjustment in thinking and an adjustment in how to go

about conducting research. Though a fast growing academic field, (programs can be found in Canada at
York University, University of Alberta, University of British Columbia as well as Da#®), there is

opposition to the approach stemming from existing institutional siloes, a general resistance to change, and a
lack of knowing what interdisciplinary research is about. Interdisciplinarity has successfully taken hold in

the workplace. Vieweds more inclusive and a method to strengthen project outcomes, working in an
interdisciplinary environment promotes collaboration, innovation, partnerships and community

engagement.
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a single discipline and draws on disciplinary perspectives and integrates their insights to
produce a more comprehensive understanding or cognitive advaricéntiris

approach was most appropriate for the dissertation project. For such a complex research
topic it makes sense to combine resources. Structure is essential when applying an
interdisciplinary research process. Structure facilitates movementHmregearch
problem(s) to developing insights to the integration of knowledge and finally to
understanding. The interdisciplinary research model engaged for the dissertation is one
developed by Repko (Table &)t consists of two main components tapture several

steps starting with defining the research problem(s) and ending wathte@mme of new

understanding.

® Allen F. Repko/nterdisciplinary Research: Process and Thefirgs Angeles: Sage, 2008), 344.

Interdisciplinary scholars J.T. Klein and W. H. Newell concur with Repko. See J. T. Klein and W.H.

Newel |l , AAdvanci ng | hanebool of the Ungergraduate GQurriGiued.dJiGafs 6 i n

and J. Ratcliff. (San Frarsio: Jossey Bass, 1997) 3@85. Interdisciplinary research should not be

confused with multidisciplinary or transdisciplinary research. According to Repko, redfilttiarity is

the aligning side by side of insights from two or more disciplines withtteimpting integration.

Transdisciplinarity is the application of theories, concepts or methods across disciplines and sectors of

society by including stakeholders in the public and private domains with the intent of developing an

overarching synthesise8 pages 346 and 352.

" Repko,Interdisciplinary Researghl401 4 5 . Rick Szostak, Keynote address
I nterdisciplinary Research, o0 Interdiscip2llnary Stud
8 lbid., p. 142.



Table 1: An Integrated Model of the Interdisciplinary Research Process

A. Drawing on disciplinary insights*

1. Define the problem otate the focus question
2. Justify using an interdisciplinary approach
3. Identify relevant disciplines
4. Conduct a literature review
5. Develop adequacy in each relevant discipline
6. Analyze the problem and evaluate each insight into it

B. Integraing insights and producing an interdisciplinary understanding
7. ldentify conflicts between insights and their sources
8. Create or discover common ground
9. Integrate insights
10. Produce an interdisciplinary understanding of the problem and test it

*The term Adisciplinary insightso includes
interdisciplines, and schools of thought.

Table 1 essentially maps the dissertation project. It is a guide to an authentic
interdisciplinary approach to research. As tlissertation text advances through the

chapters, each step becomes appdrent.

® Number 5 in the tale was particularly important. Interdisciplinary research cannot take place if a core
understanding of each discipline, including methods and theories, is not achieved. To this end, field courses
were developed in Atlantic World history and cultural gepdyy. Field papers were written and

comprehensive exams, written and oral, were successfully completed. The same also took place for the
discipline of historical archaeology and more specifically thedistipline of AfricarAmerican

archaeology. As arpfessional archaeologist there was a background in this field prior to the dissertation
project. A field course with paper and exams was also successfully completed in material culture studies.
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Three Streams of Research

Three disciplines were selected as the most appropriate to address questions
surrounding the enslaved in Nova Scotia in the Loyalist era: Atlanticl\wcstory,
historical archaeology, and cultural geography. Each discipline has a chapter in order to
detail specific research contributions and insights as well as emphasize relevancy in the
interdisciplinary framework. The Atlantic world history resgmastream is the underlying
foundation of the dissertation. It represents the review and analysis of primary and
secondary archival and documentary sources that offer the historical context and the
historical case study for the dissertatfSriNumerous Hstorical sources were compiled to
explain the movements of people, black and white, from the American colonies and the
circumstances of their settlement in the Maritimes. Historical research was undertaken in
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Massachusetts lamudon. Focus was placed on primary
materials directly related to Timothy Ruggles, his family and estates, the Black Loyalists
in Nova Scotia, the historiography of slavery in New England and the Maritimes, and the

historiography of the American Revolutiovith particular emphasis on the Loyalibts.

¥ Nancy L. Rhoden claims that modern Atlantic history, &lsown as Atlantic world history, is prevalent
because it fAoffers a power ful framework for histori
of the imperial school and the new social history. Beglish Atlantics Revised: Essays Honouriag K.
Steeleed. Nancy L. RhodefMontreal and Kingston: McGHQueens University Press, 2007), Xix.

Atlantic world history also provides an agenda that views the Atlantic Ocean as a greAtlaatic

highway recognizing the movement of people, cekyideas, politics and economies back and forth across
the Atlantic Ocean since the 1500s. -Bitantic, an associated concept developed by historian David
Armitage, denotes national or regional history within an Atlantic context and seeks to stuclylgrarti

places but within a wider Atlantic context. Such context is a fit for the dissertation. In the Loyalist period
there are thousands of people moving up and around the northeast Atlantic seaboard and they are
continually influenced by imperial, polital, and social ideals from across the Atlantic. David Armitage and
Mi chael J. Br addThe British Atlanti¢c Woold] 16@2800,eds. ,David Armitage and
Michael J. Braddick (New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2002);.1

" Ruggles was selectedter a detailed review of Loyalists noted as bringing slaves to Nova Scotia in 1783
1784. In addition, primary documentary sources were fruitful in Massachusetts where details of Ruggles
agricultural, military, political and legislative pursuits are i@ ih the collections of the Hardwick

Historical Society, the American Antiquarian Society, the Worcester Art Museum, Massachusetts State
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The historical archaeology research stream represents the main fieldwork
comporent of the dissertation projecHistorical archaeology was introduced as a hands
on method to collect and record evidence of gdlist plantation with enslaved labourers,
servants, or hired hands. The historical archaeology component offers a line of evidence
needed to address the challenges of a documentary record with gaps. Archaeological
excavation and research produces physealence of the past, in the form of material
culture or artifacts, architectuns@mains and landscape featuresrelation to this
research it has been used as an investigative tool to learn more about the settlement of
North Mountain, Annapolis CouptNova Scotia and those who built and formed it.
Particular planning and effort was assigned to the search for evidence of a slanegres
on the Ruggles plantation on North Mountaiihe archaeological record works in tandem
with the documentary recotd widen the narrative of the case study, Timothy Ruggles,
in Massachusetts and later in Nova Scotia, his settlement approach, and his relationship
with others*? The archaeological research resulted in a sizable collection of original

historical evidencand therefore represents the largest chapter in the dissertation.

The cultural geography stream emphasizes the study of two eightegrtiy

pl antation | andscapes: Timothy Ruggl esd6 es

Archives, Massachusetts Historical Society, and the New England Historic Genealogical Society. Other
significant docments linked to Ruggles were also found at the Nova Scotia Archives and Records
Management, Halifax, the MacDonald Museum, Middleton, The National Archives, Kew and online in the
Loyalist Collection of the University of New Brunswick, the Loyalist Resealetwork and the Oihine

Institute for Advanced Loyalist Studies. A descendant of Timothy Ruggles was also interviewed.- African
Nova Scotian Ruggles continue to live in Annapolis County, Nova Scotia.

2Not unli ke Lewi sRaRge Thedryrappach whiere twdigraiigs bfeviderice

documentary and archaeologitaire developed independently then, through a precise system of
description, are brought together to facilitate comparisons creating a dynamic relationship between the two.
For a historicahr chaeol ogy adaptation of Binfordds met hod s«
ed., The Recovery of Meaning: Historical Archaeology and the Eastern United 8f#&skington, 1988).
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Massachusetts and his farmsteadNanth Mountain, Annapolis County, Nova Scotfa.

This third research stream connects the historical and archaeological information with the
geographical places shaped by Ruggles and those who lived on his plantations.

Analyzing the two landscapes takes thdividual sites and finds recorded on North

Mountain and Hardwick, and the documentary record associated with Ruggles and his
labourers, and joins them together in a wider geographical context. Linking the other
research streams (archaeologyandLeyali peri od hi storiography)
physical places enriches the overall narrative while at the same time strengthening each
individual discipline contribution. In one sense the landscapes can be considered the
largest historical artifact of Tiothy Ruggles, Loyalist and slave owner. Everything else

falls under this overarching canopy.

The Enslaved in Nova Scotia: An Elusive Image

This dissertation focuses on the enslaved rather than the free Black Loyalists of
Nova Scotia and the Loyalist mtext that structured dailyfé on a plantation. The
dissertators t udi es sl avery and indentured servit.
plantations. The thesis explores the structure and organization of the entire plantation in
order to reconstrut¢he social worlds of both the slaves and their masters. Each research
stream has contributed historical information to that end and new insights about the
enslaved on a Loyalist plantation have been generated. While a complete image of daily

life remairs elusive, the story of the enslaved Black Loyalists has been illuminated and

13 |n the dissertation plantation is defined as an estatemrdantaining an area(s) of land used for
agricultural development or production.



their place on the landscape confirmed. We now have an informed foundation as the
scholarship continues and we explore in the future additional Loyalist landscapes where

slavesand labourers lived and workéd.

There are historical documents that provide descriptitbthe Black Loyalists in
Nova Scotia and their journey northward. Three powerful journals by preachers Boston
King, John Marrant and David George unfold increglibarratives as slaves in the
American colonies and as free ménAs part of the Loyalist migration they spent time in
Nova Scotia and travelled among the refugees. There are several ngtaveagr slave
for-sale advertisements from period newspaperil® with the Provincial Archives of

Nova Scotia.

1 Through the course of this research information of another prominent Loyalist, who settled on the Avon

River in Nova Scotia with his family and enslaved labourers, has tmhght and holds promise for

historical, archaeological and landscape investigation. Preliminary research has begun and archaeological
investigations are planned. See Captain John Grant, his family and nine slaves (reported to have their own
quarteranb ur i ed on the western slope of the Grant priva
and Nellie FoxLand of A Loyalis{Hantsport, NS: Lancelot Press, 1988). Also of interest, and at the other

end of the Loyalist period, is the story of thentdoable Josiah Webbe Maynard of the Island of Nevis,

West Indies and Port Greville, Cumberland County, Nova Scotia. Maynard ran a mill in Port Greville in

the | ate 1820s and provisioned his famil yed® pl ant at
have transported slaves back and forth between Nevis and Nova Scotia to help harvest and/or load his

vessels with timber to take back to the West Indies. The house he built in Port Greville remains a private
residence. Researching Maynard and fagestelated activities in Nova Scotia is a collaborative project

with fellow Nova Scotia Museum staff David Christianson and Roger Lewis. For details about Maynard in

Nova Scotia see Jul i anaVe§ indies Tradé im theel82sa Thelig&aweerand Shor e

Di ary of Joseph NivwaBaua hlist@icanReviekBeno.rl (1693): -U2.

'3 John MarrantJournal of the Reverend John Marrant from August tH& 1885 to 18 of March, 1790

(London: Printed for the Author, 1790); BostomKjg |, AMemoirs of the Life of Bo
Pr e a cMethadistMagazin€ pr i ng, (1798) ; David George, AAn Acco
From Sierr a L eFoom8&lavernto Adedom:cThe,Lite ofiDavid George, Pioneer Black
BaptistMinister, ed. Grant Gordon (Hantsport: Lancelot Press, 1992), Appendix A.
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RUN away on the 27th Inlt. 2 Negro Man,
named, DICK, {b=longing ta Mr. Rexpamry Dooaiass,
batcEnfizn In the Kings Carolingflangers] aliout five feet
cightlechies bigh Stoct Made,had en when ke weot sway
g fed Costrosn'd ip with 'biee, white Wailleowm apd
Breaches, Apcd abour Twenty feven Years. Whoerns
will apprehezded faid Negro and brieg him to Mr. A§-
patw Thosion, of Mabjue, Merchare fall bz hisda
famely rewanled,
Nov. agihi, 1783,

1.1 Runaway-slave advertisement in the Nova Scotia Gazette describing Dick,

a Negro Man, Abel onging tod Mr. Benjamin Dougl ass,
Carolina Rangers. (Nova Scotia Gazette and Week{ghronicle, Nov. 1783,

NSARM, Halifax)

Such short excerpts capture physical descriptions and skill sets. There are court

documents, particularly from Shelburne, a stiogd bustling Loyalist town near

Birchtown in Shelburne County, that detail the digueften endured by the Black

Loyalists at the hands of the white colonialists. Also, there are two pieces of artwork that

have survived and provide physical depictions of Black Loyalists, in the Shelburne and
possibly the Annapolis Royal area. Rosetkioe, a free woman (see Figure 1.2) and an
unknown woodcutter (see Figure 3.6) are im
Negroeso, they provide insights and clues
primarily for the free Black Loyalists. His dissertation aims to inform the enslaved

Black Loyalist experience where there remains scant documentary records and potential

for material evidence from the ground within the context of the plantation landscape.
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1.2 A watercolor painting of Rose Fortune(c. 17741867), a trucker in

Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia. The artist, date, and location of the artwork

i s unknown. Rose was itah & rdeaeu g\retgerro 0o f whFoo rctaumee
to Nova Scotia after the American Revolution.

(Documentary Art Collection, Acc .no. 1979147/56, NSARM, Halifax)

Historian Ira Berlin has divided the complex experience and settlement of African
Americans along the Atlantic seaboard into three major regions: the Chesapeake
(Virginia, Maryland and Delaware), the Lowcountry oastal Southeast (South
Carolina, Georgia, northern Florida) and the Northeast (New England and New York,

New Jersey and Pennsylvania). The dissertation stretches the African diaspora further

north than Berlinds New Engthandwhatdviilsei gnat i o
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referred to as the Maritime Atlantic regith Historian John Reid provides a local
(Atlantic Canada) and inclusive context for the study of colonialism that can be extended
to the Maritime Atlantic region during the Loyalist era. pteposes that focus be placed
on colonial habitation, imperial exchange and aboriginal engagement. He states,
The term [colonial habitation] can be used to capture a wide variety of situations
in which western Europeans resided for short or long perioiine in
northeastern North America, and also Africans in limited though locally
significant numbers. The range would extend from the relatively dense and partly
urbanized populations that were emerging by the early eighteenth century in
Canada, lle Roya, southern New England, and New York, to the rural and
resourccnar vesting clusters”that existed el s
For the dissertation, which is a study of

proposal is slightly modified to include colonial halbibn, imperial exchangend

African-Nova Scotian or Black Loyalist engagement.

The Case Study Approach

The dissertation adopts a case study approach. Such an approach was deemed
essential in order to research and reflect on the msistez relatioship that is significant
to informing slave life on a plantation. A search was undertaken to find a Loyalist with
enslaved labourers who immigrated to Nova Scotia and established a homestead or

plantation. Several factors had to be considered. Weredh#figent extant

'%|ra Berlin, Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North Anf€acabridge:

Harvard University Press, 1998).

7 John G. Reid with contributions by Emerson WakBr,Essays on Northeastern North America:

Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centu¢iesronto: University of Toronto Press, 2008);1%. Reid also adds,

ivet the usefulness of the term O6colonial thabitatio
two common but flawed notions of colonization: the idea of the colony as an essential institutional

phenomenon, the creature of the imperial state; and the Whiggish belief thascaaltolonial

communities must necessarily, unless they shoulddfaithe prelude to the growth of larger ones and thus

form part of the ineluctable process by which North
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documentary records of the Loyalist that could meet the requirements eflaptin
historical review? It had to be determined through historical research that the Loyalist
had experience with the enslaved. Specific records of slaeeslylconnected to the
Loyalist would inform the research. Determining the geographical location and
archaeological potential of the Loyalist settlement in Nova Scotia was important. Also
decisive was the landscape analysis potential of the land (@rcEinally, cooperation

of the current landowners regarding access and fieldwork was imperative.

Timothy Ruggles of Hardwick and Wilmot

The ABook of Negroeso at the Nova Scoti
was the guide to finding the Loyalist cagady.’® Following a review of every Black
Loyali st noted as part of a group and desc
Birch Certificate, o indicating the possess
Timothy Ruggles was selectétl Ruggles was a prominent Loyalist and member of the
colonial elite from Massachusetts. He moved with family members and slaves to

Annapolis County, Nova Scotia. By 1784 he was issued a 1000 acre lot of land and soon

Y3 Book of Negroes, o Bound Manuscript, Rgl, 423, dat
Records Manageennt , Hal i f ax. The ABook of Negroeso is the
to the immigration of AfricarAmericans to Nova Scotia at the close of the American Revolution. The

ABook of Negroesd contains 3 0ded, emiavaecand free rbgisttreds cr i pt i
and boarded on sailing vessels travelling from New York to Nova Scotia between April 23 and November

30, 1783.

YRuggles was not the first case study candidate sel
Septembr 22, 1783, aboard tiWilliam and Marybound for Halifax, ten slaves (men, women and children

ranging from 6 months to 60), who were the property of Doctor Bullen of the Carolinas. Like many

prominent Loyalists, Bullen was granted a significant portibland. His parcel was in Port Greville,

Cumberland County. Following the land grant, Bullen and his group of labourers fade from the historical

record. Though he arrived with many more slaves than Ruggles, the documentary trail was insufficient for
in-depth study. There was no evidence locally that the Port Greville land grant was used by Bullen. Most

recently, he hasden mentioned in connection\téolfville, Kings County.
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set to work carving out a substatplantation concern in the timberland of North

Mountai n. Evidence of Rugglesd time on No
grant and permission to access the various properties was generously provided by the
current land owners. Similaraccessw avai |l abl e for | andscape
principal estate in Hardwick, Massachusetts where he lived before being forced to Boston

by a Patriot molin 1774 As the Historical Research chapter will demonstrate, historical
records for Ruggles were sudient stateside and in Nova Scotia to move the research

forward.

Dissertation Format

The dissertation studies the Loyalist era in Massachusetts and Nova Scotia, and
the role of a prominent white slave owner as he worked-¢stablish a place that was
lost. It also attempts to determine how the enslaved were situated in this unprecedented
time of transition in the colony. Each chapter presents discipiresgd historical
evidence that will inform the dissertation narrative and research questioapteCh
details the documentary and archival research about Ruggles in Massachusetts and Nova
Scotia. This includes a wider discussion of the Loyalists, with Atlantic World history as
the framework. Chapter 3 explores the archaeological research igchudiniew of
methodologies, archaeological context and a summary of the fieldwork completed in
Nova Scotia. Chapter 4 presents the research findings following a comparative analysis
of plantationlandscapes in Hardwick and North Mountalrandscape ashadeological

and symbolic construct is also discussed. Finally, Chapter 5 presents the dissertation
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conclusions following the interdisciplinary analysis and integration. Final insights are
presented regarding the interdisciplinary appnoas an effectie research methodology

the argument for Loyalist continuity and subsequent confirmation of slavery, and the
argument describing the Loyali Shepigiueer i od as
that emerges is one that puts into place the structurergadipation of a Loyalist

plantation in the late eighteenth century. It is a holistic view that develops through the
interplay and integration of levels of historical evidence and insights from the planter, the
labourers, and the creation of physical gsaibhat are representative of a particular time

and place, ideology and value system. The holistic view of the Loyalist plantation, the
insights it provides regarding those who inhabited it, and the methodological approach to

getting there, are significanontributions to Atlantic historiography.
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Chapter 2

Historical Research

This interdisciplinary dissertatiazonsists of three research streams coming
together to create an understanding about the impact of forced migration, settlement, and
ideology on a family and labourers in the wilderness landscape of North Mountain,
Annapolis County, Nova Scotfi. From that understanding emerges a story about a
period in Maritime Atlantic regional history when several forms of labour, including
slaveryand indentured servitude, were conventional in colonial society. The history
research stream represents the review and collection of primary and secondary
documentary sources that provide a historical context and form the historical case study
for the dssertation. Numerous historical sources were compiled that explain the
movements of people, black and white, from the American colonies and the
circumstances of their settlement in Nova Scotia. Historical research was undertaken in
Nova Scotia, New Brunsek, Massachusetts and London. Focus was placed on primary
materials directly related to Timothy Ruggles, his family, servants and slaves, estates, the
historiography of slavery in New England and the Maritimes, and the historiography of

the American Revaltion with particular emphasis on the LoyaliSts.

2'Wwilderness is used in the colonial context meaning forestedolamized land or lands not yet cleared

or impacted by settlement, agricultural or commercial operations.

2 primary documentary sources that were especially fruitful in Massachusetts and include details of
Ruggles agricultural, military, political and legislative puits are on file in the collections of the Hardwick
Historical Society, the American Antiquarian Society, the Worcester Art Museum, Massachusetts State
Archives, Massachusetts Historical Society, and the New England Historic Genealogical Society. Other
significant documents were found at the Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management, Halifax, the
MacDonald Museum, Middleton, The National Archives, Kew and online in the Loyalist Collection of the
University of New Brunswick, the Loyalist Research Netwand the OnLine Institute for Advanced

Loyalist Studies. A descendant of Timothy Ruggles was also interviewed.
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Theory and Method

As more was learned of Loyalists and the Revolutionary War period, historical
theory began to frame and add layers to the actions of the central figure in the thesis
narrative. Along th@erimeter of the thesis is tiA¢lantic world history framework.
Developed by David Armitage and Michael Braddick, the framework positions the
historical research in the context of the Atlantic wéfldThis approach facilitates
analysis and comparisonstin a regional system identified as the Atlantic Basin,
consisting of the Atlantic Ocean and the four continents at its bdrdarsope, Africa

and the Americas.

Exploring Atlantic historywithin the Atlantic Basin startedith an understanding
that hie Atlantic Ocean represents a great transatlantic highway that has been active since
the late fifteenth centurd’. Recognition of the interplay between the continents and their
associated islands spadtransnational comparisons and analyses inside atsttle the
Atlantic Basin. The Atlantic world structure can accommodate a wide range of
methodological and theoretical approaches. As a result, the scholarship has generated an
inclusive narrative of the diverse cultures and peoples of these region®Iatk
Atlantic, analyzing Atlantic slavery and the experience of the African diaspora, the
Criminal Atlantic, the Green Atlantic, the Red Atlantic, and the White Atlantic have all

come to exemplify this body of historical research oriented towards taetistOcearf’

?David Armitage and Mi ch a dheBdtish Aiantia \Watld, t500800fd. nt r o d u c t
David Armitage and Michael J. Braddick (N&terk: Palgrave MacMillan, 2002),-1. The Atlantic world

history framework is about ten years old and has generated a varied and dynamic range of historical

scholarship.

% |bid.

% |bid. The Criminal Atlantic represents scholarship linked to the eightessttury transportation of over

50,000 criminals from Britain to America and the associated impacts. The Green Atlantic refers to Irish
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Within the Atlantic world perimeter is the concept of the British Atlantic world. The
framework of the British Atlantic world examines the capacities and the limitations of
British state power overse&s This framework is an ideal fit fa Loyalistbased case

study.

The Atlantic history framework provides opportunities to reconceptualise Loyalist
history. It moves Nova Scotia from the periphery of Atlantic history to its position as the
lead in a major migration event that impacted ewasyect of colonial society in the north
Atlantic and beyond. The Loyalist period is a time of imagining anchagining of the
region?® There is room for new historical scholarship that reflects the diversity of groups
and the scope of change and ide@ke dissertation aims to contribute to the expanding
list of historical works that have captured theerse peoples, traditions and experiences

of the Atlantic Rim?’

In his review of Planter studies and Atlantic scholarship, historian Jerry Banniste

offers four principal ways the Atlantic world history framework has influenced how we

political and demographic movements in the Atlantic basin. The Red Atlantic positions Native American or

First Nation goples as central figures in the historic Atlantic experience. Its basis recognizes the movement

of Native ideas, resources, technology and people around the Atlantic Basin. The White Atlantic represents

the movements, exchanges and ideas of almost &itsoftvhite) within the Atlantic basin.

“Bernard Bai | Vhe Briish Rilantid Wodde 1500800 ed. David Armitage and Michael J.

Braddick (New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2002), xx#ii. Recent historical researditting this

framework inclae The Loyal Atlantic: Remaking the British Atlantic in the Revolutionary &daJerry

Bannister and Liam Riordan (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2812)i t ai n6s Oceani ¢ Emj
Atlantic and Indian Ocean Worlds, 158@5Q ed. H.V. Bowen, Elizalih Mancke and John G. Reid.

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012) &inel Nova Scotia Planters in the Atlantic World, 1-759

1830 ed. Stephen Henderson and Wendy Robicheau (Fredericton: Acadiensis Press, 2012).

®Jerry Banni st e rdAtaifiti®S$chokarshipr TheS\ew Hdistoey ©f1 @emtury Nova

Scoti@ Tha Nova Scotia Planters in the Atlantic World, 1-1%3Q p. 22.

“Banni ster, Pl drparécular @Mayd Jasasofl. & bpe.r t4.s Exi |l es: Amer i
in the Reolutionary World(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2011))Ibid., The Loyal Atlantiand Jim Piecuch,

Three Peoples, One King: Loyalists, Indians, and Slaves in the Revolutionary Southy827Golumbia:

University of South Carolina Press, 2008).
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view earlymodern history. His emphasiasthe important implications for Planter

studies. The four points can easily be applied to Loyalist studies:

A) The Atlantic aproach is inherently and explicitly comparative: it is neither
framed by national boundaries nor guided by nationalist historiographies.

B) It adopts a decentered approach that rejects privileging&amoic narratives
or perspectives.

C) It emphasizes thegancy of norEuropean peoples, particularly Aboriginals

and Africans, who play a much larger and more powerful role in shaping
imperial history than they did in previous accounts.

D) It places more emphasis on the highly contested and contingent nature of
imperial history?®

For this Loyalist project, developing a comparative perspective is critical to the research
especially in relation to the two plantation landscapes. A decentered framework that
does not privilege the English narrative is built in asréfsearch unravels the journey of
the Loyalists from New England to the Maritimes Atlantic region. Finally, the emphasis
on the Black Loyalists puts the n@uropean presence out front. The point is the
dissertation works to place the plantation, itsgle, and its practices in a broader

Atlantic context that considec®omparative framewaorks.

An additional historical component to this research is the context of the
Enlightenment. The Enlightenmemthichvalued rational thought, the scientific method
and the use of oneds own intellect when

throughout the crisis of themerican Revolution and warrantedploration in the thesis

#bid., p.26.
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narrative principally in regards to Timothy Ruggles, his values and idealsslave

holding practices?’

Other layers in the histoftyased theoretical context of the dissertation are
concepts of the public sphere and governnigytaltirgen Habermas describibe rise
of the public sphere during the Enlightenment as creatirengironment for the wide
range circulation and exchange of id&a&he explosive rise of print culture in
eighteenthcentury New England played a critical role when Ruggles added leverage to
his ability to communicate his actions and decisiwaking tothe people of
Massachusetts via newspaper pubiaes. Michel Foucault describéke role of
governance in an eighteentbntury context that aligngith Ruggles ideas of the guiding
hand of King and Parliament not only in the legislature and court radwnthe
plantaton Foucaul t 6s wide definition of governn
has explanatory power when considering the Loyalists in the Revolutionary Era and the
pressures of an authoritative imperial government on individuals, ésnailid the
emerging American state. Ruggles for example, a New Englander whose ancestors had
been in Massachusetts since the early seventeenth century, was the quintessential Anglo
American. America was his home but for him continued peace and prospesit
dependent on the imperial government of Great Britain which contained for the English

American population the rules of conduct, experience, processes and security needed to

? See Roy PorteiThe Creation of the Modern World: The Untold Story of the British EnlighteniNemt

York, W.W. Norton, 2000).

% Jiirgen Habermaghe Structural Transformation of the Public Sph@@ambridge: Polity Press, 1989).

31 The Foucault Effet: Studies in Governmentalitgd. Colin Gordon and Peter Miller (Chicago: University

of Chicago Press, 1993). Foucault focus on governmentality was strongly developed in the last quarter of

the twentieth century. Hed uwwsheedn ad epshcrra sbe nfigt hgeo veerrtn no
referring to the how, the means, the ideas, and the conduct of government. Government is defined in basic

terms, as a muHlayered structure of power and control with practices and strategies to achieve specific

outcomes including behavior and actions.
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keep the American colonies moving forward. Within his scholarshipwdrgmentality,
Foucault conferredow government produces citizens ideally suited to fulfill government
goals and policies. It is arguable that Ruggles was one such citizen; a colonial American,
but essentially an imperial voice or Royalist with key tools fipsat and promote the

imperial authority*?

Loyalist Historiography

During the American Revolution, thousands of American Loyalists left New
England to seek refuge in other British colonies in Nonttefica, the Caribbean Islands
andEurope. Most arrivelly ship to start over in the British colonies to the north. Nova
Scotia received the bulk of the Loyalist immigrants with the most significant migrations
occurring in the spring, summer, and fall of 1783 during the British evacuation of New

York.33

The Loyalists represented all social and economic groups. They ranged from
enslaved and free Africamericans, to skilled labourers for hire, to military leaders
with their regiments, to wealthy businessmen or government representatives and their

extended fanties. In Nova Scotianore than 30,000 Loyatisefugees arrived effectively

¥Such key tools would be Rugglesod colonial authorit
and court background, imperial government connections, commitment to service of the King, and successes

in the British military arena.

%3 Nova Scotia was much larger geographically during the American Revolution period. New Brunswick

and Upper Canada were created after the conflict (1784, 1791 respectively) to accommodate the influx of

the LoyalistsHistorical Atlas of Canad&/ol. I, ed. R. Cole Harris (Toronto: University of Toronto Press,

1987), Plate 32. Approximately 32,000 Loyalist refugees immigrated to Nova Scotia following the

American RevolutionSee Bannister and Riordarhe Loyal Atlantic.
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doubling the population of the province and severely taxing the British cBionhere
to settle the people and how to parcel available land that was for the most part forested,

was an immediate crisis left to a few government officials and His

21AA New and Accurate Map of the Province of Nov
| atest Observationso, 1783. The map detail s No
Province of NewBrunswick in 1784. (NSARMMap Collection: 200-1783 Nova Scotia: 3.5.7)

3 Neil MacKinnon,This Unfriendly Soil: The Loyalist Experience in Nova Scotia 17BRl(Montreal,
1988).
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Maj estyds Surveyors of the Woods. An addi
refugees® The shortage of supplie®r the complete lack of promised
provisions- left many desperate for food and shelter as the first winter approached in
their new northern home. Trhis Unfriendly SoilNeil MacKinnondescribes the
distribution of provisions as the dominant concern in the initial years of Loyalist
settlement. Must rolls were taken in 1784 and 1785 to help determine the bounty
needed in the refugee settlement areas throughout the colony. Regular petitions for
increases in provisions persisted as the number of arriving Loyalists surpassed all
expectations. Manyktked the pioneering skills to transform forested tracts into villages
and towns’®

The Loyalists have been the subject of intensive historical inquiry since the late
nineteenth century. Surrounding thecbntennial of the American Revolution in 1983, a
wave of historical scholarship, particular to the Maritime Atlantic region, was

published®” More recentlywith the development of the wider Atlantic world history

% The shortage of provisions and supplies was hard felt among the white LoyadisteaBack Loyalists

including the newlhfreed slaves arriving in townsish as Shelburne and Digby, Nova Scotia. Historian

James Walker in his grousitteaking workThe Black Loyalists: The Search for a Promised Land in Nova
Scotia and SierralLeone 17dB7Q0 descri besft dep@ebhdprpdagélack xperienced
Loyalistswaiting for the distribution of authorized government provisions such as flour and pork. Attimes
waiting for up to eight months for provisions, government agents often distribupedies to Back

Loyalists only after work on local roads was compleWdrk in exchange for supplies was not a condition

of settlement in the province but many had no other means of support. In general, provisions were available
for a few months only rather than the promised three years. Government agents were ofted €oiticize
inefficiency and favouritism. In 1784 in Digby, a petition records that whites received no provisions at all
and in Halifax wounded and disabled veterans died in the streets due to lack of clothing and government
provisions. See James Walk&he Blak Loyalistsp. 40-45.

¥ MacKinnon, This Unfriendly Sojlp. 2829.

3" See David G. BellEarly Loyalist Saint John: the Origin of New Brunswick Politics, 11886

(Fredericton: New Ireland Press, 1983); J.M. Bumdtkalerstanding the Loyalis{Sackville, NB: Mount

Allison University Press, 1986); Ann Gorman Conddhe Envy of the American States: The Loyalist

Dream for New BrunswiclFredericton: New Ireland Press, 1984); Ibid., MacKinnidrs Unfriendy Soil;
Loyalists in Nova Scotjad. Donald Wetre and Lester B. Sellick (Hantsport, NS: Lancelot Press, 1983).
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framework, another wave of Loyalist scholarship has emefg@tiere remains however,

at the Maritime regional level, a limited number of historical works focused on the Black
Loyalists. In the late 1990s, long term research taken on by the Nova Scotia Museum saw
the publication of curatorial reports that brought together ethnographic, rastort
archaeological data in an effort to develop and compile an inventory of Black Loyalist
related historical resources that could be used by researchers, descendant communities,
museum staff, the interested public, etc. An extensive collection ikaumtkis under the
stewardship of the Nova Scotia MusetihOf particular interest regarding the

dissertation work, are the publications of Ruth Holmes Whitehead and Carmelita
Robertsorf® Both researchers scoured primary documents in Nova Scotia, South
Caolina, and London related to the Black Loyalist immigrations to Nova Scotia and
associated settlements. They compiled inventories, place names, transport ship data,
newspaper advertisements, court records and muster roles and have provided a starting
point for many researchers. Their work also resulted in the rediscovery of the diary of
Boston King, former slave and Black Loyalist preacher, at the Nova Scotia Archives and

Records Managemeft.

3 See Mayalasanoff. i b e r t y She Otkex lioyalists: Ordinary People, Royalism, and the

Revolution in the Middle Colonies, 178387, ed. Joseph S. Tiedemann, et al (Albany: Statedusiity of

New York Press, 2009Bannister and Riordafhe Loyal AtlanticSimon SchamaRough Crossings:

Britain, the Slaves and the American Revolutibaronto: Viking Canada, 2005Piecuch,Three Peoples,

One King.

% The collections are helping tofarm the design and development of a new heritage centre and museum
in Birchtown, Nova Scotia that will present to the public the story of the Black Loyalists. The museum will
become a member of the Nova Sc o tbreakindvbutheenavwnbaildingf a mi | vy
took place on June 27, 2012. Archaeological collections will play a key role in the interpretation of the
settlement.

“0See Ruth Whitehea@he Shelburne Black Loyaligidalifax: Nova Scotia Museum, 2000); Carmelita
RobertsonBlack Loyalists of Nova &btia: Tracing the History of the Tracadie Loyalists, 17I7/&87

(Halifax: Nova Scotia Museum, 2000).

1 SeeThe Life of Boston King: Black Loyalist, Minister and Master Carpertr Ruth Whitehead and
Carmelita Robertson (Halifax: Nimbi&iblishing and the Nova Scotia Museum, 2003). Also forthcoming
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Agroundbr eaki ng publ i cat The Blackiayalistsllaitislly s Wa | k
publishedn 1976, it remains an important reference volume for the journey of the Black
Loyalist to the British lines in America, to Nova Scotia, and eventually Sierra Leone,

Africa in 1792. Walker separates his work from other Blag¥alist historians of the

late 1970s, such as Robin Winks and George Rawlyk, by conducting a-teihlied

study of the Black Loyalists and treating
exploring only certain parts of their experiefteNVa | kse rgobal was fAt o exar
Black Loyalists as an identifiable community, to assess the experiences, motivations and
beliefs that moulded that community, and to describe the unique expressions of the Black
Loyalist identity in *“NAoomapreBensive history,AMalder Si er r
presents information on the range of free Black Loyalist settlements in the province, their
tremendous challenges, and the eventuablenization efforts across the Atlantic in

nort hern Af r-tdepthvolumelsafieskaedrdéfises thenBlack Loyalists in

the historical context of the American Revolution and the larger Loyalist era, however not
without debate. Archivist Barry Cahill , i
Canada, 0 intensebdy défhil henhiges hl kke Bl ack
contribution to the development of a Black Loyalist myth that has been used to further the
dialogue of historians rather than present the Black Loyalists as they actuallyiare
subcategory of Blacks, not {oa | i**sDespite such challengeBhe Black Loyalists

remains the source one has on hand if investigating the subject matter.

in 2013 by Whiteheadrounding Families: A History of Black Loyalists from the Southern Provinces
Settling in the First Free Black Communities of Nova Scotia, 1785 (Nimbus Publishing).

“2 JamedNalker, The Black Loyalistg). x-xi.

3 bid.,p. xiii.

“I'bid., Cahill, fAThe Black Loyalist Myth.?d
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Cabhill has published since the 1990s, articles addressing the legalities surrounding

the Black Loyal i stos aarsd ol drgagsiiafter anledensive i n N
review of legal documents and cases involving Black Loyalists before the Nova Scotia
courts, for Athe judicial waranditsevantualr i ti on
destructiorby 1810 despitechalteges f r om whi te Loya-fuosts to
antebellumof ci vil di sabi | i*tLegaloaferescksasideitis on de m
interesting to note records of slaveholding practices still active in Nova Scotia up to the
1830s*” Alsoofinterst i s Cahi |l | 6s tihkiteloyalstslavetolder Bl a ¢ k
dynamic vani shing under Wal ker6és character
Loyalists and the attention on free black settlements detracting scholarly attention from

slavery and Loyjist slaveholding'®

Historian Carole Watterson Troxler has focused her research on individual Black
Loyalist slaves with compelling stories of attempts to claim their liberty, particularly in
Shelburne, Nova Scotia (Port Roseway). The journey of MastePand her two
daughters from South Carolina, to East Florida and finally Nova Scotia captures the
agency among enslaved Black Loyalists to gain independence within the challenging and
biased court system of Loyalist Nova Scotiostell loses her casgainst Jesse Gray

and is eventually separattkdm her children. Herfeorts sparked movement by other

“See Barry Cahill, fAHabeas Corpus and Slavery in No
University of New Brunswick Law Journéd, (1995)1792 09 ; @A Sl avery and the Judge
S ¢ o tUnieersify of New Brunswick Law JourndB, (1994): 731 35; fAStephen Bl ucke: Th
Being a White Negro in Loyalist Nova Scotia, o0 Nova
“I bi dabeafisH Cor pl82s18a, p. 181

" For example, see Josiah Webbe Maynard of Port Greville, Cumberland County and the Island of Nevis.
Maynard used enslaved labour in the 1820s and 1830s to help with his timber operation in Port Greville.

The timber helpep r ovi si on his familyds plantation in the Ca
West Indies Trade in the 1820s: The EarNoya Career an

Scotia Historical Review3, no. 1 (1993):-42.
“8|bid.,p.184. Itis inportant to consider that the slaveholding of Black Loyalists has been a subject that
simply has taken time to evolve among historians as has the general field of Black Loyalist scholarship.
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enslaved Black Loyalists to present thmetitions before the court. Postell returned

court terself in 1791, in another attentptgain her fredom. Troxler not only unravels

the journey of Mary Postell and others fighting for liberty through the justice system, but
demonstrates the richness of the court record archives in the Revolutionary period for
historical information and recorded narratiwésndividuals not captured in traditional

historical recordé®

Harvey Amani Whitfield also explorethe experience of those who remained
enslaved in Nova Scotia during the Loyalist pefddie recognizea gap inthe
historiography and attemptéd addess the varied experiences of those who did not
arrive to the British colony withertificates of freedom. He askedhy the focus of
historical scholarship has been on the free rather than the enslaved given the persistence
of bondage in the Loyalist ped and contends that in order to gain a full understanding
of the Black Loyalists in the Mariti mes
ensl aved Af r Plcwhitfieldhaise diffierendatethetnien Black Loyalists
and black slaves while ahs, such as Walker, uba more inclusive definitio®? Similar
toTroxl er, Whi t fsitoaluninats theasnes af iadividualviBlack
Loyalists by compiling and investigating fragmentary insights on the lives of slaves that
ficr ee p ohistorical tecordf This dissertation research picks up on the challenge

to illuminate the story of thenslaved Black Loyalist. Theethodological approach is

“See Car ol e Wat tepstawmant oflBlackdyatis May PoBtell in South Carolina, East
Fl ori da andAcaensis37, Boc 2(2008x 7@5.

®See Harvey Amani Whitfield, #ABIl ack IHstpraComgasss and

5/6 (2007): 198A1997.
*! |bid.
*2bid., p. 1981.

B

Slbi d. Harvey Amani Whitfield, #fThelefHisory(Atumn Backgr o

2009): 5887.
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different. Slavery in Nova Scotia is explored not in isolation among individuals but as a

social and plantation system.

At the Nova Scotia level, the slavery scholarship of historian Kenneth Donovan
must be mentioned. Though Donovanods | ong
enslaved of lle Royale (Cape Breton Island) in the French colomiabpéis painstaking
review of records has provided a longer context of slavery as practiced in the Maritime
Atlantic region in the eighteenth century. When compared to the Loyalist period, his
scholarship unfolds particular cultural differences betwbkerFrench, the Aglo-

Americans and the British. hE motivations and methods of the slaveholtersever

and the everyday experiences of those in bondage carry similarities across time periods.

Historian Neil MacKinnon published a volume on the Loyadigberience in Nova
Scotia in 1986. At that tim&his Unfriendly Soilvas grounebreaking being the first
detailedaccount of the wave of immigrants to the British colony. As the title implies,
MacKinnon presents the disappointment of many Loyalistseaswision for a
prosperous life in the province failed to become a reality. Several factors contributed
including lack of promised aid from the British government, the doubling of the
provincial population over night severely taxing supply and demandaafsgand re
settlement services, and increasing opposition and lack of encouragement among the
existing settlers in Nova Scotia as the Loyalists began to complain and argue over land

grants, provisions, and the general under appreciation of their dtdélalcKinnon also

4 Ken DonovanBeyond the Shadows: Slaves in Cape Breton,-1813,forthcoming University of
Nebraska Press; fi S-IL & 6 Brenohi ColonlallHestoryB (2§04)12842. 17 1 3
%> MacKinnon, This Unfriendly Soil
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clarified a longstanding historical myth that the majority of Loyalists to arrive in Nova

Scotia were the elite of the American colonies and the very best of society. He states,

éthe great majority of t hwerelnatyearich st s i n
persons, Harvard graduates, professionals nor commercial giants. The elite of pre
revolutionary American society did not take up residence en masse in Nova

Scotia, though there were certainly people of stature among the retfigees.

Ruggles, being a Harvard graduate, successful business man, landowner, and of the
colonial elite was among the small group of refugees of stature. He differs from the cases
MacKinnon presents in that he moved forward from the initial grumbling over land grants
and began shaping his new hothede was not among the many exiles who returned to

the United States disappointed and embittered once provisions from the British
governmentceasedandpwsar i nf |l ammati ons in America ¢cCeé&
review of the Blak Loyalist experience in Nova Scotia is short. He summarizes by

stating the free Blacks saw themselves as Loyalists and expected the same considerations
including land and provisions. The sheer crush and overload of refugees however
severely hampered tlgganting of plots and the delivery of provisions. The Black

Loyalists were consistently the last group of refugees to receive support if they received

anysupport at alf®

The work ofhistorianAnn Gorman Condon is opposit®in the above in that she
focusedkeenlyupon the Loyalist elite in neighboring New BrunswickThe province of

New Brunswick was a part of Nova Scotia until the arrival of the Loyalists. The doubling

%% |bid., p. 62.

*|bid., p. 87.

%8 |bid., p. 5052.

*9 Ann Gorman CondariThe Loyalist Dream for New Brunswigfkredericton: New Ireland Press, 1984).
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of the population of Nova Scotia saw the formatida new province to the norti the
Isthmus of Chignecto (see Figure 2.Gorman Condon states in her preface that the
Loyali st province of New Brunswick Awas a
North American development and Loyalist versions ofgeifernment were actediad ®® 6
The individuals responsible for the lab work were Loyalist exiles of the governing class
made up of senior leaders in politics, commerce and the military and they took on the
tasks of developing foundational institutions (educational, religious, evanah legal

and social). The Loyalist leadership in New Brunswick had something to prove to the
Americans south of the border. By combining all the empire had to offer with an
aristocratic, local selfgyovernment, all their dreams of prosperity andrggth would be
realized and an amazing Anefanerican empire would be bofh. According to

Gorman Condon, the desired framework would include a propertied class which would
represent the political power, cultural institutions linked to the Anglican Charch

solidify loyalty and respect for the established order, and anarebing supportive

empire to assist the newfgrmed provincé? Such a togdown approach suited the

Loyalist elite and retained for them a certain-Revolutionary familiarity. Itesulted in

a variety of tensions with the bulk of the Loyalist refugees, such as Black Loyalists, who

were not of the privileged class.

Gorman Condondés Loyalist history is an
Ruggles was indeed a member of the o@lbelite with connections, resources, and

pedigree. Like his fellow Loyalist leaders he survived the Seven Years War and emerged

bid., p. ix.

1 bid., p. *xi.

®2|bid., The Loyalist Dream_eaders Gorman Condon highlights in her book inckughnamesas
Winslow, Chipman, Bliss, Putman, Sewell, Blowers, Saunders, Botsford, Paine, Allen, Hazen, Coffin,
Robinson, Odell, Willard, Sampson, and Upham.
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from that conflict (1763) with the basis of a Loyalist ideology that joined him in exile

following the American RevolutiorGorman Condon summarized as follows:

Loyalists believed that | iberty was man
that under the British form of institut
grateful subjects, enjoyed the purest form of liberty ever known to the
history of mankind?

Also similar to the Loyalist elite in New Brunswick, the passion for liberty Ruggles held

did not apply to the enslaved persons he continued to hold under his hegemony. Unlike

the New Brunswick leadership, participation in the esthbient of a ruling elite class in

Nova Scotia was not his pursuit or focus.

From the widelLoyal Atlantic, there is recerdgcholarship that puts the Loyalist
period and the Loyalist experienicethe farreaching context of a global diaspoia.a
meldingof imperial and Atlantic world history, Maya Jasanoffkedat the mass
migration of over 60,000 Loyalists, including 15,000 enslaved persons, from the newly
formed American republic and the impact they had on the placesatiisd® In
Liberty's Exiles she notedas do all Loyalist scholars, the intense challenges of
resettlement and the shortfall in fulfilled promises of support, supplies and land grants
that enticed many Loyaliste board ships to parts unknowand $e joins othergn
clarifying themyth of the Loyalists as the Tory elite of American society. Different from
other historiandike MacKinnon, Jasanoff highlightesdmepositive elements of the

Loyalist refugee experiencBor many, after years of harassment, trauma and losses, this

63 i ;

Ibid., p. .
% The Loyalist diaspora essentially touched every part of the British Enpire. than half of the refugees
landed in the Maritimes.
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wasa chance for opportunity and a fresh start that included free passage attdFaori.
the Loyalist diaspora, she definech e fi s p i F®iAtthatdife tHefe 8rBetgethe
Liberal constitutional empire model that Jasanoff describéd@asn e natritorial, n g t

administrative and ideological frfamework f

For Jasanoff this was a joining of liberal principles with authoritative rale
Aempi r e witha dlobabreach. annecting with the dissertatiadthe case
studyofRuggl es, Jasanoffds conclusions regardi
as theymoved to parts of the Empire wanteresting. Not onlylid they bringan array
of materialsgoodb ut fAa di scour se of hyityithathadnce o agal
developed frommevolutionary encounters the Loyalists had juggled for atraalecade.
Jasanoff concludetthat the Loyalists exported culalrand political ideas and cited an
example the spread of the Baptist faith. With Rugglesetivass indeed a fresh
beginning and he was a fortunate recipient of land and compensation. ©inteoest for
the dissertationare his cultural ideas of slavery and how they impacted, together with his

fellow Loyalist slaveholders, the new Loyalist wodflpostrevolutionary Nova Scotia.

In a collection of essays edited by historians Jerry Bannister and Liam Riordan,
theLoyal Atlanticis viewed from a variety of perspectives and confirms that loyalism

included not only those Tories associated with theeAcan Revolution, such as Ruggles,

but a fiwide range of dive®PBemepdideptiyes acr o
SJasanoffLi bert yAlss&ExibgeslJasanoff AAn | mperi al Di saster
American Revolit on, 0 | rving K. Barber Learning Centre Lect
Department, 2010.

® 'bid. As opposed to the fspirit of 177606 which rep
I'pbid. Jasanoff, Asfomposn@eértialt Dé smSpieri?to of 17760 w

hold as a defining moment in the formation of the republic.
% Bannister and RiordaiThe Loyal Atlanticp. xi.
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formation, print culture, slavery in the Caribbean, and religious politics come together to
illustrate how loyalism shaped the Briti&mpire following the conflict and up to the mid
nineteenth centur}® Bannister and Riordan argue that loyalism should be,

understood not as a literal description of a particular group or party

but rather as an amalgam of values, practices, laws, ditidspthat

distinguished between who was loyal (and deserved the full rights

and privileges of Britons) and who was disloyal (and subject to

varied prohibitions and punishments). Loyalty was a highly contested

and contingent process rather than aspasstatug’®
The quotation could be a description of Ruggles. It was a blend of his values and beliefs
his loyalism- along with the British legal and political framework within the Anglo
American colony of Massachusetts that shaped his everydandiftha decisions he
made as the Revolution escalated. In his Loyalist memorial papers in particular,
statements and descriptions of his loyalty are made which his family and colleagues
confirm. Without question he considers himself deserving of full cosgteon under the
law.™

Of particular interest in the volume was the chapter on idefitityn A T h e

American Loyalist Problem of I dentity in t
Keith Mason explored the Loyalwasts as fiHis
commitment to the King, and a history, often mgknerational, and the cultural context

of living in America. How did this identity change as the Loyalists moved around the

British Atlantic? Mason summar identdychs t hat t

*Ipid.,

lbid., p. ix and x.
"SeeiMemori al of Brigadi e®ctGemer al6 Timb& h.ydo Ruk.gd els3/
403408, The National Archives, Kew.

"?Bannister and Riordaffhe Loyal Atlantic See Chapt er The AmeticeniLoydlistMas on, #
Problem of Identity in the Revolutionary Atlantic Warld 4. 3 9
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Loyalists. It was the following experience of exile that dismantl&tiTihis is interesting
to contemplate in relation to Ruggles on North Mountain and the contrast in the level of
his political intensity between revolutionagya Massachudstand posexile Nova
Scoti a. Mason also discussed Black Loyali s
slave rebellion carried out individually rather than as a group, the hugeignattion saw
many demanding land and provisions, like the whagalists, for their allegiance and
loyalty during the conflict. They were supporters who had performed their duty to the
Crown and therefore also had status as Brifons.
Finally within the Loyal Atlantic framework, there is the ambiti®mugh
Crossingsdy Simon Schama. An interdisciplinary approach to the story of the Black
Loyalists, Schama synthesizes historical evidence, events, and a sense of landscape to
create a moving story for a widanging audienc&. He does not take credit for
originaltybut st ated that 1t is time for the stol
a classic piece of ASchamar RooughCrossiogas wi t h
|l arge in scope and dAfilled with “@Fhamatic m
bookread more like a novel than a presentation of historical scholarship. Perhaps
introducing research in a sterglling format accessible to the masses is the right

direction for historical scholarship often perceived as available to a select audience

only.”’

3bid., Mason, p. 42.

“Ibid., p. 43.

> SchamaRough Crossings

“James W. St. G. Walker fBlack Loyalists Railroaded
“Jill Lepor e, f GhedNdwbYorkefMayw2006)@sHi8.s , O
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Schama describeRough Crossingg s fian encounter with the
feel bad story btUHe aadlkdc kt laeh eqaule sttioary . i s
and forever to be de'fThisguestiohwas pidkes uplby 76 mo me
Jasanoffis she defined the 1783 moment. A clear example of Atlantic world history,

Schama took the reader back and forth across the transatlantic highway, as defined by
Armitage and Braddick, with a constant interplay of characters and events.

Other characteriics thatRough Crossingshared with newer publications of
Black history, is the recognition that an interdisciplinary approach to data collection has
value. In addition to traditional methods of gathering historical and documentary
evidence, Schama dream his keen perception of physical and cultural landscapes. He
consulted archaeological findings to supplement data on the daily life of the Black
Loyalists®® Thebooks har ed a theme of slave agency il
of social and politial actions undertaken by Black Loyalists in British North America
andEngland  He concl uded that, fAThe story of bl a
catalogue of Afirstso. The story also giyv
passive, credulos pawns of Ameri &an or British stra

Stepping out beyond the Loyal Atlantic, there are historical works representing the
Bl ack Atlantic that provide insights to th
Chaplin, was an essay The British Alantic World, 15001800%* | n t he essay Ch

main interest was the current conceptions of race. She investigated how we arrived at our

Bl nterview with Si monsingt®iaman SelkramRoImaalCs ot Goog
http://video.google.ca

Ipid.

8 |bid., Rough Crossing. 249.

8 |bid., For examples of slave agency see Thomas Peters (p.-0),@8oston King (p. 10810) and

David Geage (p. 9498, 361362).

8bid., p. 11.

8 See Armitage and Braddickhe British Atlantic World
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current understanding of race and how race came to have such an impact on the modern
world. She traced the histooyf | deas of race and explored i
she viewed as integral to the historical development of race and our current understanding
of it. Furthermore, she identified our cur
h i s t And tied tbe most distinctive elements of race to the Atlantic world where
slavery impacted all populatiofis.

Chaplin began before Europeans crossed the Atlantic, surveying ideas about race
from the origin of the term in the middle ages whenracewass i der ed as fAany
people who shared some characteristics and
century when race took a Ajudgemental <conn
peoples meant to describe superiority and inferiority andyimglan inheritance of status
t hat was ¥ Her poineigthatiHe eermdrace has had multiple meanings over
centuries and on both sides of the Atlantic. For example, in ancient and medieval times,
civic and religious status, not skin colour,toiguished populations. From the fall of
Rome and the eighteenth century, monogenesis was the generally accepted belief among
Europeans though ideas of superiority and inferiority existed. Lineage and position based
on oneb6s pr oper tfgrentiatpd gradiss. Caaploh suggesied that tthe |
establi shment of the aristocracy, based on

lineage® s fApossi

and its notions of nobl e
Sexual difference also linked ideaf subordination and dominance. Other ways

of declaring human differences in Europe centered on language, culture, climate, civility

8Joyce E. Ch alpd British AtldntR &Vorkl 41500800 ed. David Armitage and Michael J.
Braddick (New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2002), p. 1542.

8 bid., p. 155.

% bid., p. 156.
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and uncivilized behavior, and religion (Christianity or its absence). People were
investigating why populations differedr ound t he gl obe and gener
ideas. o With these roots in ideas about r
race were not products of western culture. There was too much already on the subject in
Europe, even regardingthe morepai cul ar i dea Ain which inhe
justified exploittfation of some by others. o
Chaplinbs breakdown is wuseful to the st
invariably comes to mind when delving into the topic is where did this all start?
Regarding settlement in the New World, why did colonists come to grasp so easily their
ideas of racial superiority? With expansion to the Americas, explanations were needed
regarding the Amerindians. How did they fit into the biblical texts or did they® Th
Spanish promoted the idea that the Native Indians were natural slaves with inferior
intellect and moral capacities. The crown and church eventually declared this not so, but
were not as anxious to move on the question of African slavery. The accegftance
Africans as natwural slaves who were fAinsen
foundation already existing in the Old World.
As attention turned to the Americas, th
their colonies was based on natural défer ¢ ¥ Fhe assertion in Amara was that
labor was needed any means possible, whether it be Native Indians in the early
settlements or enslaved Africans on the plantations. According to Chaplin, the English
attitudes towards African enslavement miied established Iberian doctrine. Imperative

to this structure was the belief that Africans were durable and capable of hard work in the

8 bid., p. 158.
 bid., p. 162.
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extreme climates of tropical environments. This idea remained largely uncontested
resulting in the unprecedented ediation of Africans as the plantation agricultural
complex flourished in the Chesapeake, Lowland South and Caribbean. At this point in
seventeentttentury English colonization, Chaplin viewed the last piece of the puzzle
concerning the articulation oféghmodern idea of race as being the description of a
mechanism of inheritance. The doctrine, labeled preformation, was put forward by the
natur al phil osopher William Harvey and was
reproductive material for those who wisht® emphasize lineage over other causes of
human char®acteristics. o

Chaplin emphasized that these ideas of race and many others she described, were
i mportant in the Aheydayo of the Atl antic
exploitation of Native Idians and Africans were necessary if colonial expansion was to
continue at the pace desired by immigrants, investors, merchants, planters and politicians.
As expansion and the land grab continued, so did human prejudices become well
entrenched in the pdoical framework of colonial society. Chaplin asserted that,

Laws regulating slaves and prohibiting Amerindians and free blacks from

equal access crossed the Atlantic eastward, making English law itself

complicitous with colonial policy. Belief that sorhemans had bodies

and belonged to lineages that made them naturally inferior and destined

for subordinate roles in society was shaping the worlds that bordered

the Atlantic Ocean in the eighteenth century. Racial rules, racial attitudes

and racially @fined captives were present throughout the English speaking

world in the eighteenth centuf¥.
Chaplin stated that there was inconsistency and contradiction about the body and lineage

with the English. They laced a racial ideology until the nineteasritucy, but it did not

really matter. It cost them nothing. It cost the Amerindians and Africans everything.

8 bid., p. 164.
“bid., p. 165166.
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Chaplin also pointed out that no matter how much Englpaking people insisted that
Africans and Amerindians were different from themselvas, did not curb their sexual
predation or their inclination to create p

races despite strong social disapproval.

For the context of Black Atlantic history, Chaplin posed a final question: who was
notracist?’That i s, Awho | ived along the shores ¢
modern definition of raceé as heritable difference that was hierarchically meanirigful
and declared it invalid, intellectually or morally? If race was Atlantic, wasraciim
the product of t he” Heapmoectwas ® tonsidér thaitleasob nt e x t
race in the past and its | egacy for our ti
racial comprehension of humanity. We continue to debate over race whichighows
deep roots i n % TheAmaricds and Etrope remain deeply eacist.

Chaplin sees this as a problem for historians studying the Atlantic world. Opportunities

to misrepresent the racial politics of the past and present remain. Shesereghow

important it is for historians to understand how theories of race managed to make Native
Americans invisible in the United States and Afridemerican peoples subordinate on

both sides of the Atlantic. Such theories presented racism as d sttt @f affairs.

AWe are too much a product of t-dolenialAtl anti c

nat i®on. o

A more recent work within Black Atlantic scholarshilies ndon Cart er 6s |

Kingdomby Rhys Isaac. Landon Carter was a tremendouslgessful planter in

L bid., p. 168.
|bid., p. 171
% bid.

40



eighteentkcentury Virginia. He was of the same generation as Ruggles and struggled
with the revolutionary changes impacting his province, house and Ho@erter,

revealed through his diaries, was an interesting comparison withdsuggith were

plantation owners, slaveholders, colonial gentlemen, and successful business men who
strongly supported Britain in the defeat of the French during the Seven Years War. Both
held sway with local authorities but were challenged by rebellamudy members. Both

were noted as improving farmers and were fascinated with the practice of Enlightenment
natural philosophy particularly in relation to agriculture. Differences were in scale.

Carter was a much larger figure concerning land (Sabinentalthe anchor),

agricultural pursuits (tobacco rather than apples), slaves, privilege and Mdvegt
importantly, unlike Ruggles, his politics in the end leaned to the republic, and despite his
resistance to change and the dismantling of a patriamobr@rchy system that connected

to his values and had assured his place, Carter remained in his colony and contemplated
adjust ment . By 1778, he had written out

hi mself and His former king.o

| saacos p iththedaokwagto wuniold vandon Carter through the-4ong
kept diary and to put forward many stories and scientific observances that illustrated how

Carter saw his world and the people in it. Isaac left it up to the reader to decide if the

narrative evokedh an anci ent order of estate | ordshi

pl ant at i®oSecomly, ishad designed to present the Revolution as personal

“Rhyslsaac. andon Cartero6s Uneasy Kingdom: Revolution
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).

% bid., p. xiii. Carte was ranked as one of the moaalthy and privileged members of the planter elite in
Virgina. He was born into that status.

% bid., p. 326.

Ibid., p. 59.
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experience from the numerous recorded starigsbellion. One approadhaac
employed was to orgarezstories in the book by compiling information and observances
of individual slaves. Moses, Manuel, Tom Pantico, Mulatto Peter, Joe and others are
richly highlighted, thanks to Carterdés det
E i ghagooup offunaways that would consume many diary pages and who confirmed
to Carter that rebellion and revolution had entered the plantation and threatened his
world %8

The focus on fithe Eighto in the diary p
plantation and th complicated relationship between slave and slaveholder. At times
Carter is the steady patriarch with caring affection and concern. While on other occasions
he wields harsh demands for increased | abo
slavss al so carried range from Ahonest and mi
Vi | 1°5Such detril cannot be found in the papers surrounding Ruggles. A writer
himself, perhaps any diaries were lost as a result of the Patriot mob attack on his home in
Hardwick or in the course of exile.

The final historical work to review is from a forthcoming publication by historian
Justin Roberts titleSlavery and the Enlightenment in the British Atlantic, 17807, °°
Roberts work explored labour routines on plaontagiand how they were transformed in

the late eighteenth century by new improving practices in plantation management. The

% bid., p. 1834.

% |pid., 32:33.

10 Eorthcoming, Justin RobertSlavery and the Enlightenment in the British Atlantic, 27807
(Cambridge: Cambridge Universityéss, 2012)
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changes were intensely influenced by the Enlightenment confidence in science and
progress, statistical thinking, and early humaratarieform discourse§*

Chapter One connects with ideas of Ruggles as an improver focused on the land
and the development of his plantations. Roberts pulled together insights from planters
who regarded time as currency to be saved, exchanged, cal@ardtsgent to guarantee
the profits of the plantation and the health of its labourers including the en$iaueel.
argued that the systematic ordering of the work day enabled the Enlightesmment
improvement project to transform plantations in the Ansrithroughout the eighteenth
century. As the slave system expanded in the British Americas, competition created
adaptation and innovation. The tim@rk factory discipline was part of the innovation
process®?

Order, science, mathematical precision aad ways of disciplining and

compelling labour were at the heart of the plantation improvement project.

Land, time and slave work were woven together in the minds of planters

as elements of an intricate and interdependent plantation siystenachiné>*

The metaphor of the plantation system as a machine is potent when considering the
Loyalist plantations under study. The research goal is the development of a holistic
perspective of slavery in the Loyalist period by considering the geography of the
plartation. The plantation machine perspective allows the researcher to explore the
people, places, and cultures that formed the plantation and were informed by it. This

perspective varies greatly from a study of slavery through the labourers only omgllee sin

plantation owner.

1% bid., p. 36.
1921hid., p. 32.
103 pid.

1% pid., p. 33.
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Roberts further added that The Enlighte
mor al utility of progresso characterized t
benevolent and profitabf® His findings generated questions regagctthe Loyalist
plantation in Nowvmi mfSdkceodd awas HrRuv gilreef o rDn d |
time and discipline effectively in the management of his land grant and labourers? Or
was increased agricultural production and profits the primary goaimoypeoved

conditions for his range of workers?

The Ruggles and the Loyalist Period

Among the wave of Loyalist immigrants Nova Scotiavas Brigadier General
Timothy Ruggles of Massachusett8.Ruggles was a significant military and political
figure inMassachusetts before and during the Revolution. His life in Massachusetts and
subsequent move to Nova Scotia in 1783 is the center of this case study. The historical
context in which he lived provides the groundwork to build an understanding of Loyalist

settlement and labour in late eighteenémtury Nova ScotiaRuggles, his sons John and

195 pid.

1% 5ee the entry for the brigangerbound for AnnapoliRoy al in April, 1783 in the
Bound Manuscript, RG1, Vol. 423, Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management; See in Savary,
AiMuster Rolls of Discharged Officers and Disbanded
Annapolis between th18"and28d ays of June, 17840 for entries rega

John and Richard. All three are listed as Loyalists living in Wilmot and Timothy is listed as having three

servants above 10. A.W. SavaHistory of the County of AnnapsISupplemen(Belleville: Mika Studio,

1973), Appendix G, p.122 1 4. Se e 0 dvbelklauddit aflClernehts Llana behalf of Timothy
Ruggleso, AO 13/75, pg. 400, National Archives, Kew
banishment to Nov&cotia.
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Richardand t hree fAservantso above the age of t

Township (North Mountain), Annapolis County in 1784,

Ruggl esd | i fserovadd histornital veeord® butied evidence, and
two historic landscapes for comparative analysis. In general, there are scant documentary
records about colonial settlement in North Mountain, but the historical documents
associated with a prominent imtlual like Ruggles hekpdto narrow gaps in knowledge.
Furthermore, a closeview of the documents suggestkdt Ruggles, though giedigree
and advantage, counterdek emblematic Loyalist perpetuated by historians as glorified
heroes and aristocratsore interested in attending balls to toast the Kaagpfirm
positions of power and propergnd lament loss of empitf€ Rat her, Ruggl es 6
was to dig in, build (in Massachusetts) and rebuild (in Nova Scotia), improve and reform.
He was opposge from what Stephen Kimber descrihedhe new Loyalist settlement of
Port Roseway (Shelburne |, Nova Scotia) as
dreamd that secure a refined, royal and co
left behindin the cities and towns of the American colorfi®sMany of the Port
Roseway settlers were not skilled in pioneering the timbdrthat surrounded theiout

quite skilled at socializing and according to Kimber, put their money into fine houses

197 pid.
18 E Alfred JonesThe Loyalists of Massachusetts: Their Memorials, Petitions and Claionslon: Saint
Catherine Press, 1930). R. S. Coleaians of the, Novia S8aotiaAnnap ol i

Historical Society3 (1957): 7295. Lorenzo Sabin&iographical Sketches of Loyalist of the American
Revolution(Boston: Little Brown, 1864). George Rawlyk and Gordon StewaReople Highly Favoured

by God: The Nova Scotia Yankees and the American Revqliboonto: MacMillan, 1972 Ann Gorman
Condon, AMarching iDha Polfifteirealt Bhiulmmeop Red, of t he
White and True Blue: The Loyalists in the Revolyteh Esmond Wright (New York: AMS Press,1976),

1-18. Ibid.,Wetmore and Sellickoyalists in Nova Scotia

199 stephen Kimber,oyalists and Layabouts: The Rapid Rise and Faster Fall of Shelburne, Nova Scotia,
17831792(Toronto: Anchor Canada, 2008).
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rather tha industry"’* Ex pect ati ons were placed on builc

Empired and as a resutt, the town failed m

Ruggles and the Black Loyalists

Historical documents linking Ruggles directly with Black Loyalists are few. The
ABookegfoeso holds evidence of slaves not e
Specifically, an try for April 23-27, 1783 listedhe brigRangerbound for Annapolis
Royal, Nova Scotia. The vessel halobard Hster Ruggles,age7 Af i ne wencho,
propertyofGe ner al Ruggl es. Al so, Jef f emyof Ruggl e
General Ruggles. There svRrince, age 19 nt8i{Btack 0, f or t he Gener a
Richard Ruggles of Annapolis. Robert Williams, @3 fst out , siBteda®! ac k) ,
with General RuggleS? Williams was described as free born at Shrewsbury, New
Jersey. John Coslin@e@sy fAst out , Msalsdhotedaswith Genaral wa
Rugglest'® Coslin is described as free born at North Hampshire, Virginia and with free
parents.Such entries demonstrate that along with George Stronach and Benjamin Fales,
(indentured labourers who would work for Ruggles clearing land for three years in
exchange for acreage on North Mountain), and Lavinia Outhit, (the widow of neighbor
Thomas Outlt and Ruggles housekeeper), Ruggles utilized all forms of labour available

to him as he developds plantation in the foresf North Mountain, Wilmot Township.

1195ee Bonnie Huskins and her scholarship concerning manners among the Loyalists of Shalsarne

Bonnie Huskins, AMasonic Lodges in 18th Century She
Formati on, o0 Paper delivered at the Atlantic Canada
Saint John, NB, May 5, 2012.

" bid., p. 294.

"25Bo meaning bl ack.
A M. 06 mealato.ng mul
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There are scant subsequent entries in the Wilmot township reearegting the baptism

ofd aves | i nksodJobhrid* Ruggl es o

The Ruggles family engaged in enslaved and indentured labour practices.
Enslaved and free Black Loyalists were part of the Ruggles labour pool. Beyond the
l'istings in the fAiBook of mMter histodcaldecordse d ger ,
such as township records and local histories that provide unconfirmed notes (for example
regarding the cemetery for RugtlTaisidnots| aves
unusual given how enslaved or free persons atan descent in colonial North America
were regarded as property. There was an active framework of race that enforced a
hierarchy of prejudice and subjugatitfi. They were essentially a people without

historical records.

14 5ee Wilmot Township Records from 178856 in Annapolis County, MG 4, vol. 5, Nova Scotia

Archives and Records Management, Halifax.

Wl srael Mauduit, in his stat eme nnoriabtdtheCioopmmotes att act
the presence of servants at Hardwick. It is interesting to note that in 2011, a meeting was arranged with Rob
Ruggles, an AfricaiNova Scotian of Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia. Mr. Ruggles represents a link to the

Black Loyalistsof North MountainRegarding the local history of North Mountain, there is a narrative that
describes how Rugglesd sl aves had great affection f
stayed up all night to painting his coffin in a manner réiftgchis position and qualities. On file at the

MacDonald Museum archives, Middleton, Nova Scotia.

“chaplim SkeRadere foll owi ng BromArarican Slgvestoriava Bcotvh i t f i e
Subjects: The Case of the Black Refugees,-1848(Toronto: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2008Jacks on the

Border: the Black Refugees in British North America, 28880 (Burlington: University of Vermont press,

2006); AAfrican and New World Afri ch&l oundalioglreat i on t
Royal Nova Scotia Historical Society(2004): 1021 1 1; #@ABl ack Loyalists and BIl ac
C a n a HistgrydCompas$October 2007): 2919.
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omaimcanae — LYack Logalis! Yelllemenls
Black Loyalist commumities

W Biack Loyadist landing places

Mumber of Black Loyalists
landed at:

Sydney area
Bl Fort Cumberland
Parrsboro
®
St. John River area Cornwallis/Horton area  Iracadie/Guysborough area

{East Tracadie Monastery,
Upper Big Tracadie Lincolnwille,

B Annapolis area Preston area  Sunmyville)
Digby area BHaifx
Weymouth area

Windsor area

Birchtown

3 M Port Mouton
Shelburne

2.2 A map from the Rememberindglack Loyalists, Black Communitiegavelling exhibit

developed by the Nova Scotia Museum and indicating the Black Loyalist landing places and
settlements in Nova Scotia. Based on the fiBook
Department of Communities,Culture and Heritage, 2000)

In Massachusettshere wereno archival lists of slaves or servants among the
Ruggles documents reviewed for the dissertation with the exception of the worker Israel
Conkie, a carpenter who worked for Ruggles in Hardwick aedteally resettled in
Halifax” However, given Rugglesod6 sizable and hi
Hardwick, his status among the colonial elite, and his inclination to entertain and host,
labourers were engaged. Equipmigted in his memorial supp@dthe presence of a
work force. Testimony in support of his menab by Israel Mauduit indicated s er vant s 0O

at Hardwick™® Population records note a steady increase in Afrloaericans in

"Conkie would | ater provide testimony from Halifax
18The terms servant and slave were often synonymous in the slaveholding colonial period. The agricultural
equipment listed in the Loyalistemorialis extensive and covers a wide range and large amount of gear

and animals such as, thirty horses, fortyleafour oxen, sixty sheep, casks, rakes, scythes, hoes, wooden
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Worcester County from 1765 to well past the Revolutionary periodds Massachus et
colonists settled further west and into the interior of the province throughout the
eighteenth century, enslaved labourers joined thEhHow t hey f it wi t hi n

domain is not specifically defined in the archival documentary decor

It was not unusual to omit details of the enslaved or indentured from personal or
estate records. For example, referring to the diary of Dr. Elihu Ashiegerfield,
Massachusetts, it waecorded that his family owned at least two slaves througimut
upbringing. The slaves would have been part of his di&yactivities however there \g8a
no mention of Jenny, Cato or Titus or any of the slaves from Deetffeldso notable is
the absence of evidence for Rgaptgslawyo parti

movements that were developing in Massachusetts during the Revolutionary period.

boxes, carpenters tools, meat tubs, sacks, carts, ploughs, a lathe, wheelbarrows, leashes for hounds and

ot her useful dogs, beehives, shovel freafid efidsnéomber
191n Worcester County in 1765, when Ruggles would have been actively building up his plantation, 317

blacks are recorded (over 5200 in the province). By 1790, long after his departure from Hardwick there are

over 400 (almost 5500 in the stata)d by 1800 almost 500 (almost 6500 in the state). George A.

LevesqueBlack Boston: African American Life and Culture in Urban America, 17860(New York:

Garland Publishing, 1994), Tabld?. Massachusetts was also the first American colony tazegal
slavery. See fiBody of Libertieso in 1641, with Arti
Slavery in the Connecticut Valley of Massachugéttsrence, Mass.: Levellers Press, 2009)09

1201hid., p. 119. SeRomarme, Remedies and Reutibn: The Journal of Dr. Elihu Ashley of Deerfield,
Massachusetts, 177B775ed. Amelia F. Miller and A.R. Riggs (Amherst: University of Massachusetts

Press, 2007).
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Timothy Ruggles of Hardwick and Wilmot

According toGeneral Timothy Ruggles, 17111795by George Stoddard
Ruggles, Thomas Ruggle or Rugdfésf Sudbuy, Suffolk, England, whose will dates

June 21, 1547, represents the lineal ancestor of the colonial American

2.3 Portrait of Brigadier General Timothy Ruggles, as Chief Justice
of Worcesterés Cour tl74f Common Pl eas, 1762
(Worcester County Law Library)

progenitor of the Ruggles famify* Described as a family of distinction England,

Stoddard Ruggles notagveral Ruggles men distinguished in the old coufitrfor

2L There is a variation in the spelling of Ruggles recorded in genealogical recordsiaaytrecords
originating in England where Timothy Rugglesd ances
deRuggeley. See Franklin L. Bailéfhe Genealogy of Thomas Ruggles of Roxbury, Massach($8gs).

Rita Chi pman, i Hi s tpoorlyi sofCoSima ySp rNionvgas ,Sconna, 0 Manu:
Museum, Middleton (1978).
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example, Thomas Ruggles who emigrated from Nazing, Essex, to Roxbury,

Massachusedtin 1637, was a man of means who bequeathed his oldest son John a
substantial inheritance that included an established homestead in Rdé%bulyo h n 6 s
younger brother, Cagin Samuel Ruggles of Roxbury, sveecorded as a selectman,

General Court represtative, and a lawyer by professitfi. He married Hannah (Fowle)

of Charlestown. Their eldest child was another Captain Samuel Ruggles of Roxbury,
whose profession and work mirrored his fat
Reverend John and Mercy Woaitlge of Newbury. Ten children were born of this

marriage and of the four sons, three became clergymen: Reverend Samuel Ruggles of
Billerica, Reverend Timothy Ruggles of Rochester and Reverend Benjamin Ruggles of

Middleborough and New Braintree.

Reverendlimothy Ruggles was the father of Brigadier General Timothy Ruggles,
subject of the case study. Reverend Timothy Ruggles was Harvard educated and began
his career teaching in Roxbury. He was ordained and married Mary White. They moved
to Rochester, wheilReverend Timothy ministered for fifgight years. Together they
had twelve children. Timothy Ruggles, their first child, was born in Rochester in October

171112

122 George Stoddard RuggleSeneral Timothy Ruggles 171795(Wakefield, 1897), 5. Ruggles family
coat of arms is viewable at http://www.houseofnames.com/xq/asp.fc/gx@afggiily-crest.htm.

12 ncluding George Ruggle of Lavenham, Suffolk, Fellow of Clare College £1698) who was a co
founder of the Virginia Company.

1241bid., p. 7. Thomas had a brother John who emigrated in 1635 and likely there were other Ruggles
settling in the Roxbury area during this period.

12 pid., p. 8.

128 1bid., p. 9. W. A. CalnekHistory of the County of AnnapoliBelleville: Mika Studio, 1972), 585.
These two references provide differing dates of birth. Stoddard Ruggles notes October 20ekhddias
October 11. Other genealogy sources RuggleMlassachusett
Genealogy(1892) indicate October 20.

51



Timothy was well educated by his father and attended college. He graduated from
Harvard in 732 at the age of twentyne and practiced law. He started off in his
hometown of Rochester and later moved to Sandwich, Massachusetts around 1740.
While in Sandwich, he met and married Bathsheba Newcomb, an accomplished tavern
owner and widow of WilliamNewcomb®?’ He developed his skills and reputation for
thirteen years in Sandwich and in 17624 he moved to Hardwick, Massachusetts in

present day Worcester Courity.

Hardwick contained lands with agricultural potential. Ruggles began developing
hisestate on |l ands originally purcH#alised by h
father, Reverend Ruggles, had already moved there along with several of his siblings.

Stoddard Ruggles noted:

As a lawyer he was an impressive pleader, his eloquencecathiay his
majestic presence, being above six feet and magnificently proportioned,
with a noble head grandly poised on stalwart shoulders; and such has been
his success in the early years of his career, that his services had been
continually in demand irhe adjoining counties, where he had found his
principal antagonist in cases of importance in Colonel James Otis, then at
the height of his fam&®

) eone B. Cousins, fABrigadier Genelr7a95 .Toi nkostshayy Dowi grt
Middleton Museim, Middleton, NS, n.d. Cousins notes Bathsheba as an inn or tavern owner at the time of

meeting Ruggles as well as running an inn when the couple moved to Sandwich. According to Cousins,

Ruggles ran his law practice out of the inn.

128 There is slight varigon in some of the dates. Stoddard Ruggles differs at times with Calnek, lvan

Sandrof and Deborah Navas, all Ruggles researchers. For example, Navas has Timothy and Bathsheba wed

in 1736 and by 1748 they have seven children: Martha, b. 1737; Timothyl}39; Mary, b. 1741; John,

b. 1742; Richard, b. 1744; Bathsheba, b. 1746; and
wife Bathsheba Newcomb Ruggles already had seven children by her first husband before meeting Ruggles.
Deborah Nags,Murdered By His Wif¢Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1999).

129 Hardwick was founded on January 10, 1739. Prior to that date, the area was known as Lambsdown

Pl antation. Timothy Rugglesd great dhelkandgdrcalinher Samu
1686 (12 miles by 8 miles for L20). See Henry Stoddard Ruggleggles Homesteadd 912). See Kevin

H. White, Historical Data Relating to Counties, Cities and Towns in Massachy3dttsCommonwealth

of Massachusetts, 1966), 34.

130 Rugdes, Ruggles Homesteads. 9.
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Ruggles developed a successful law practice and by the time of his settlement in
Hardwick, had accumulatedhaalthy fortune. With his wealth, he began to

develop a county seat applicable to a gentleman of his social standing and legal
influence. Over the years the estate became the most noteworthy in the area with
extensive agricultural holdings, a large mandiouse, riding park, thirty horse
stables, and deer park complete with hounds. With slaves in the household and

working the estate, he entertained frequently and in grand'style.

Experimental or scientific gardening, particularly with apples, and the
breeding of thoroughbred horses and cattle were other noted pursuits of Ruggles
in Hardwick*?> He was acquainted with the tradition of English market fairs. In
1763 Ruggles attempted to have Hardwick established as the seat of a new county
that would be cmposed of the western part of Worcester County and the eastern
part of Hampshire County. With his influence in the General Court of Assembly
the regulated annual fair was established by an act of the Court passed on June 12,

1762 and published ifihe Bosta Evening Posbn June 21, 17623

¥l pid., p. 10. For the slavery reference see Cousir
the diary of Dr. Elihu Ashley of Deerfield, Massachusetts. He describes stopping at Brig. Ruggles

Hardwick home on éew occasions. The entry dated July 6, 1774 describes a fine dinner, walking about

with the A0l d Gentd who was Vv e iSee Milerand RiggtiRemarsce,d t he a
Remedies, and Revolutiqgn 86-87.

21 van Sandr of ntofthé&Revolton: The Storyof Brigadier General Timothy Ruggles of

Ha r d wWardested Historical Sociefylew Series 3, no. 6 (April 1952): 18B. Sandrof notes Ruggles as
having more than 30 choice horswarihohseodosanbl setane
spared no expense to obtain the best sires in the colonies and in England. The Journal of Dr. Ashley also

describes horses and the General fgetting the Nitts
seethedeeni Ruggl esd deer park.
¥Emily M. Bancroft, AThe Hardwick Fair: A Communit)

File, Hardwick Historical Society, Hardwick, Mass., pp6.2 Personal communication with the author,
April 2008.
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He was appointed judge of the Court of Common Pleas in 1756, and from

1762 until the American Revolution he was chief justice of that court. Not long

after moving to Hardwick, and as the Seven Years War encroacheed @yitn

24T own

d  BRIG. GEN. TIMOTHY RUGGLES

——170-1797——

5 - t
He arrived in Hardwick abou
a farm, now Upper Church Street.

Fair, oldest in the U.S. A stau

fled to Nova Scot
and spent the remal

monument to

1754 settling on
A lawyer, he
d in 1732, Ruggles

nch Loyalist, he
ia in 1785 where he resettled
of his life.

A

Ruggl esd sci

ent i

fi

in Hardwick, Massachusetts. Year of resettlement in Nova Scotia and year of
death are incorrect. (C. CottreauRobins, 2008)

his focus turned to military mattet¥’ He was commissioned as colonel in the

c agri

forces raised by the Province of Massachusetts Bay. In the campaign at Crown

Point (Lake Champlain, New York), in the autumn of 1755 he served under Sir

William Johnson and was @@nd in command at the victorious Battle of Lake

George, where he distinguished himself for his courage and ability in thé*field.

BiSandrof,
states

Ruggl es |
four successive British commandénschief: Johnson, Loudon, Aberombie and Amherst.

fafmdr, @o tpt. e rl 8Gii
eft his

I't is at thi
profession

S
as

t

i
a

me
[

, wi t h
awyer

135 RugglesRuggles Homesteads.11.; For day to day journal entries of the military activities in this
campaign including Col. Ruggles command see E. C. Dalwesspal of General Rufus Putnam Kept in

Northern New York During Four Camigns of the Old French and Indian War, 176760(Albany,

1886). Also, E. Alfred Jone3he Loyalists of Massachusetts 251. Jones describes Ruggles as Colonel
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As reward for his military service he was made Briga@eneral and Surveyor

General of the Woods. In 1758 he commandedtird division of the provincial

troops under Abercrombie in the disastrous attack on Fort Ticonderoga. The

ineffectiveness of Abercrombie resulted in his replacement as commander by Lord

Ambherst, and in the campaigns of 1759 and 1760 Ruggles servedistihction

and received fiwarmest appPohesSeven of t he com
Years War was a demanding period for Ruggles, who was approaching fifty years

of age. In 1762, while both armies were in winter quarters, Brig&keeral

Ru g gl e sshiip rdlearaMbssachusetts expanded as he was chosen Speaker of

the House Representatives.

Rugglesdéd I engthy | eadership role in the
resolve as a Loyalisf® The level of obligation took a toll on his family life due
to extersive absences, as illustrated in the following excerpt from a military order

which instructs the orgaration of relief for six garrisas in Nova Scotia.

of the first Provincial regiment of two battalions and commaiakehief of all the troop of Massachusetts

throughout the French and Indian War, and as taking the French General Dieskau prisoner. As a reward for

il mportant services the grantee Rendered his Countr
approximately 1500 acres imifceton, Mass. that he used as a potash farm. This land, along with other

Ruggles property was confiscated at the end of the American Revolution. See Francis HiBlakeof

the Town of PrincetarVVol.1 (Princeton: Town of Princeton, 1915):-56.

¥l pid., p 11. Also see AMemorial of Israel Maudui't
Es g r "Jane 1783, A.O 13/75, The National Archives, Kew, p-398

137 See public announcementTihe New Hampshire Gazettesue 296, 2, Portsmouth, Nélampshire,

June 4, 1762AmericanAntiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass.

¥The ultimate success of British forces in the Seve
attachmento to Great Britain and i nfillueinmc eld7 5 sfitva g
contribute everything in my power to convince these rebellious wretches of their folly and wickedness in
despising the best Government both in Theory and ad
and if it causes me as manyarsome days and sleepless nights, as five campaigns did in the last War, |

pray God my constitution may endure it; and my Country will be happy if success extends his Majestys

arms; if not many of us will lose our lives and be put out of our presentartiisére si t uati on. 0 See
National Archives, Kew.
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Military Order by General Ruggles. Boston"28pril, 1759.

Itisthe CaptairGe ner al 0 sat Majodralicost, withTwo captains

and one ensign of Col. Fryed0s regi ment,
Castle William to join the detachment ordered to relieve the garrison at

Fort Cumberland in Nova Scotia, commanded by Col. Frye; and that one

cappi n, one first | ieutenant and one ensi
themselves in readiness at Castle William to join the detachment ordered

to relieve the garrison at St. Johns in Nova Scotia, commanded by Lieut.

Col. Arbuthnott; and that one ensign@b | . Fryeds regi ment ho
in readiness at Castle William to join the detachment ordered to relieve the
garrison at Pisquit, commanded by Capt.
Tim Ruggle¥®
The Sven Years War period representet e s oci al apogese of Ruggl

a litigator, military man, judge, legislator, Speaker of the House, man of property
and agriculturalist. In 1759, John Adams, then a colleague, contrasted Ruggles

with attorneygeneral Jeremy Gridley,

Ruggl esds grandeur fdisappgrehensian,then t he qui c
steadiness of his attention, the boldness and strength of his thoughts and

expressions, his strict honor, conscious superiority and contempt of

meanness. People approach him with dre
consists on s great learning, his great parts and his majestic manner, but

it is diminished by stiffness and affectation. Ruggles is as proud, as lordly

as Gridley, but he is more popular, he conceals it more, he times it better,

and it is easy and natural in him theistiff and affected in Gridley. Itis

an advantage to Rugglesds ch®racter, bu

1391bid., p. 27. Stoddard Ruggles takes this from an original document in the collection of Mr. William A.
Thomas, of Kingston, Mass. Castle William was a fort on Castle Island in Boston HarbounyBe st the
end of the American Revolution, President John Adams in 1799 would order the construction of Fort
Independence in its place.

1401bid., p.19.John Adams Diarg, 5 October 1758 9 April 1759, p. 39. Massachusetts Historical

Society, Boston,Mas&ee document on line at
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/aea/cfm/doc.cfm?id=D2&mode=popupsmé&pop=D2_39
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The passage is interesting, given that Adams considered Gridley a leading
attorney of the dayAdams observed Gridley intently in court, waterviewed
by him for admission to the bar, and took seriously his suggestions in the practice

of law and the writing of political work¥'

Ruggles as a Loyalist in Revolutionary Massachusetts

Over the next few years, Ruggles continued in his variouigrusand worked to
develop his estateowever, political tensions leading to the Revolutionary War were
never far removed and often clashed with his Loyalist viéd&4 critical episode
occurred in 1765 during the Stamp Act Crisis, which affirmed Ruglgigalty to the

King and Parliament nearly a decade before the Revolution officially began.

Delegates were chosen by the legislatures of the various colonies to represent
grievance¥”to King and Parliament regarding the Stamp Act, a newly imposeddaxati
law passed by Parliament to defer the cost of the French and Indian War and to finance a
colonial militia force to prevent Indian attacké. General Ruggles was chosen as a
delegate from Massachusetts, and when the Stamp Act Congress (also knowkiras the
Colonial Congress) met in New York in October 1765, he was elected President. After

twelve days of debate, an address to the King reporting the rights and privileges of the

11 pavid McCullough,John AdamgNew York: Simon and Schuster, 2001);@®.

“Cousins, fABrigadier Gener al Tiamastestate c@nsistinglftsevdhu g gl e s
farms, numerous outbuildings, tenant farmers, orchards, tanneries, a meeting house, etc. Sons John and

Richard lived on two of the farms. Ruggles also managed a potash farm in Princeton.

143Such as lack of representatiorFiarliament, use of admiralty courts without juries to try offenders, and

the establishment of a standing army in the Colonies supported by the colonists. See published notice of
Ruggles fAassisting at the gener theBoStanMegwkatitarandof t he C
NewEngland Chroniclelssue 3237, 2, October 17, 1765. American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass.

144 Stark, The Loyalists of Massachusets226. McCulloughJohn Adamsp. 59.
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British American colonists and claiming an exemption from taxes (except itnpesed

by local assemblies), was finalized and supported. Ruggles saw disloyalty to the Mother
Country in the petition and refused to sign the declaration. This was a very public stand
during a Colonial Congress that had the ear of the colonies,gogst officials and a

public against further taxation, especially taxation without parliamentary representation.
He was censured by the Congress and reprimanded on his return by the House of

Representativey”>

Rugglesdef i ned sever al orte absroinnsg winyys efillf ctoou | sd
resolutions of the Congress and asked that the paper describing his reasons be printed in
the Journal of the House. When his request was denied, Ruggles published the paper
himself in theBoston Post Boy and Advertisem May5, 1766*° Two themes were
clear in his article. First he claimed that the petitions expressed disloyalty to King and
Parliament. He considered the petitions of the Congress contrary to the expectation of a
most Al oyal and dutafhdl hiasddPaski ame Hi 8, Mah

support as Representative of the House.

The petition agreed upon by the congress to be presented to his majesty
not being conceived in terms clearly enough expressive of that duty and
loyalty which are due to thgest of sovereigns, and consequently not
agreeable to my above instructions from this house, left as a mere matter

sandrof, fAForgotten @dnam Heled MpMorgalhe SEmdpret Cdsis:S. Mo
Prologue to RevolutiofChapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1953),105. Morgan states that
Rugglesdé election as chair was engineered by Govern
waspositioned to carry out what Bernard had instruétéal get the Congress to recommend submission of

the Stamp Act until Parliament could be persuaded to repeal it. Bernard did not foresee that the question
Congress argued was not the inexpediency o6thea mp Act but that it was Aunco
to their Rights, Supporting the Independency of the Provinces, and not subject to the Legislative Power of
Great Britain.o Li ke Ruggles, Robert iniagddccby of New
his assembly. According to Morgan, both refused to
precise acknowledgement of Parliamentodés authority.o
1481 ucius R. PaigeHistory of Hardwick, Massachuse{Boston: Houghton, Miffn and Company, 1883),

62.
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of judgment and discretion, if | had signed it | must have acted in direct
opposition to those instructions, and thereby have exposed mgselfly

to the censures of this house, but to the reproaches of my own conscience,
a tribunal more awful to me than this (however great) by which | have

been condemned’

To Ruggles the expectation of the house was that a most loyal and dutiful address be
prepared by the congresgludingit he r emoval of the grievanc

under at® presento.

Second, the address (though signed by the committees of several colonies) could

by no means be considered a general address from the coloniesexjdaneed,

€ as the committees from the colonies o
New York were not empowered, and therefore could not sign, and the

colonies of Nova Scotia, New Hampshire, Virginia, North Carolina, and

Georgia, did not send committeesthe congress and some had no regular

appointment, so that in this respect it was but a very partial si§ting.

Ruggles further emphasized the partial signing by noting his own missing signature as the
appointed Speaker of the House/President of the @ssgiThe addresses he felt would

have carried greater weight and would have been more favorably received had they been
authenticated by the Houses of Representatives and Burgesses throughout the continent.

In explaining his actions at the Congress, Ruggs conf i rmed hi s Al ove
its |liberties. o This declaration of patri

Parliament, positioned Ruggles early on among Loyalists who envisioned an Anglo

“"Paige,p. 688 4. fABrigadier Rugglesd6s Reasons for his diss:s
New York, as given into the House, February 19, 176
148 |A;
Ibid.
149 pid.
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American empire in which the mother caynand her colonies would work together to
improve economically, politically and culturafly?
Ruggles remained highly active in the affairs of his colony in the Revolutionary
period. He was aware of the potential of America. His family had increasiogiyg to
benefit from population growth and expansion of settlement in Massachusetts. He must
have also realized the challenges to cohesion and stability as discontent and
dissatisfaction kindled among the citizens with tightening of the imperial grigatG
Britain with its traditions, experience, resources, and military strength, confirmed for
Ruggles all the empire could offer in futurarmership. Gorman Condon sumnugd
Ruggl esd position well tRevolutienary Amdcad Whyo f  t h e
enter into conflict with Great Britain whe
stablei and even freeir than any they could hope to provide for themselves in the

foreseeable fht ureo was at hand.

As the Revolutionary War approache Ruggl eso6 | i fe in Hard
more and more stressful. His Loyalist convictions remained unequivocal, but as
time progressed, his opinions and beliefs became the minority throughout the
countryside. Though he agreed that the colonies were tregtesdly by unfair
representation in Parliament, his experiences in the previous Seven Years War
solidified his aversion to rebellion and bloodshed. He understood through active
participation in conflict the significance of a rebellious or hostile movement

Before long he was estranged from friends and family. He believed in the

%0 Gorman CondoriThe Loyalist Dreamp. 46.

151 bid. Regarding freedom, Gorman Condon adds that the Loyalists on the eve of the Revolution
recognized the British government as a less likely threat to American liberty than the tendencies toward
mob rule, enforced conformity, and brutalization which werpersistent within the colonies.
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supremacy of British Parliament in colonial affairs and the repercussions trickled
through all aspects of his life. His younger brother Benjamin was for the Patriot

causeasweleuggl es6 wife Bathsheba and many of

Another occasion that saw Ruggles publishing explanations for his actions
can be found iThe Boston Newsetter and New England Chronicleon March
7,1768. The Sons of Liberty resolved and the Hofi$®epresentatives adopted
measures to prevent the consumption of foreign goods and to encourage the
manufactures of the province. This was done to prevent the British government
from collecting revenue from dttadeines and t
the province, the scarcity of money, the heavy debt contracted in the late war
which still remains on the people, and the great difficulties to which they are by
t hese me a5t wasabatioegtt that manufacturers in England

wouldobjet and therefore pressure Patdiament

Ruggles was the only representative to vot

once more to enter his reasons in the Journal of the House. He was refused and

therefore employed Boston newspaper to print his explanations.

His statement explained that he had no objections to the resolution of
endeavoring to suppress extravagance, idleness, and vice, and promoting industry,
economy, good morals and encouraging manufactures whinbtdnterfere with

the mother country.

%2paige, p. 67.
153 bid.
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But as it is generally supposed that the true interest of this province
consists in the cultivation of a good harmony with their mother country,
the improvement of the land, and the encouragement of a legalitriade,
humbly apprehended it cannot be for the interest of this people to
encourage manufactures in general for the following reaSéns:

Ruggles continued to detail his reasons, including the expense to husbandry or
other general employment of the people,thr esul t i ng fAmi schiefo if
their hands off husbandry and fishery, and the need to avoid setting up business
that may be detrimental to the Mother Countiyas a pr eservation of a
understanding between &r elesummBdupbyai n and he
stating, fiat a time when we are petitionin

manufactures will look like a that against and a defiance of

Next page:

25Paul Reverebs engraviingl tdtbdedi @8Ai Wgr Bir Phbadeer Ge
Timothy Ruggles leading the Rescinders into the maw of Hell. The seventeen members of the
Massachusetts Legislature dubbed ARescinderso voted
British manufactured goods on June 30, 1768With permission of the American

Antiquarian Society, Worcester, MA)

%4 The Boston Newtetter and NewEngland Chroniclelssue 3363, March 17, 1768, Boston. On file,
American Antiquarian Society, Historic Newspaper Collections, Worcester, Mass.
155 i

Ibid.
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Great Britain and will br*¥mHipsuppersaént ment ag
steadiness between Britain and her colonies was unwavering and he feared a

breach between the two, fiwhdéWiththisgets t he
episode we again see Ruggles declaring loyalty and standing firm in his value of

Britain as Mother Country with advantages to offer her colonies.

Il n 1774, the Governor, recogni zing Rugg
Mandamus Councilor, which leecepted with hesitation given that the position
was associated with unequivocal supporters of the Crown in a volatile climate of

anti-British sentiment®® It was soon after that he was forced from his home in

%8 |pid.

7 |bid.

8For a list of appointed councilors see fList of t
Thi s PrEsseiJownaldug. 10, 1774, Vol. 1, 34, p. 3. Ruggles did not want this position that gave

him authority as a member of the Kingsu@ail however not accepting would have marked him a rebel.
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k1°° A combination of historical evidee and folklore from 1775

Hardwic
describe an angry mob forcing Ruggles out with his brother, Captain Benjamin,

demanding he give up his determination to take the oath as Mandamus Councilor.
Ruggl esd® home was entered and ahlisl weapons
best stallions was poisoned. Benjamin further warned his brother that he would

not be permitted to return alive if he continued in his support of the Crown.

Ruggles resolve among the turmoil was only strength&ede prepared to

leave Hardwick for Bston with his two sons John and Richard and several

servants®® Local tradition in Hardwick holds that Ruggles rode out on his

familiar black stallion and a large group of townsfolk gathered at the local bridge

to challenge him while leaving. All withems a heated exchange between

brothers. It was the last he saw of his family @rdivick. Joining Benjamin in

the Sons of Liberty

2.6Homestead of General Timothy Ruggle& landscape painting by Winthrop Chandler

(17471790) completed before 1775. Chandle was an American colonial paint
wherever customers demanded their simpfe and forthr
(Collection of the Worceser Art Museum, Worcester, MA)

Instead, the rebel party marked him for persecution as a traitor of the Cause. A Mandamus Councilor was

oneofagroupofthirggi x of the Governords appointed council o]
See fABftraadtetter fr om ThsserJownalol A lssgue37ip.325, 6 in the
Newburyport, Massachusetts, August 31, 1774. i We he

being at Dartmouth, the people assembled and desired him to deffasith, he promised them he would

go the next morning, by the sun at an hour high, in the mean time they decorated his horse by trimming his

tail and mane, and painting his body in suchamannerasrewm gl ed counsell ors horses
Paige History of Hardwick p. 92.

180 see future events in Boston and New York.

®lsandr of, fFoor gbt t2e4n Gi ant

2see Abbott Lowell Cummings, fThe BEhgMetroppbliegs of Ame
Museum of Art BulletilNew Series, 11, no. 3 (Novérar 1952): 9389. Chandler studied portrait painting

in Boston and resided in Worcester in later [ffae painting depicts two houses and appears to be a before

and after depiction: the weténded house full of people including Ruggles on his blackastain the right

and the house after being vandalized by a patriot mob when Ruggles left Hardwick in 1774 on the left. Note
broken windowsA fistatement of fadtis questionable with this particular landscape painting. For

example, the Ruggles estate was positioned down between hills but on a high point of land. There are
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also several structural differences between the two buildings. Chandler painted as a means of income. It
would be interesting to determine who commissioned the work and theionslaip) to Ruggles. This is a

huge landscape painting that extends the gallery wall in Worcester where it is exhibited. It would have
taken considerable time to complete. Given the period Chandler composed the work, and the fact that
Ruggles would have beevell known in Worcester County, is the painting a political statement regarding
the consequences one can expect if committed to the Loyalist or Tory cause? It would be interesting to

determine where the painting was displayed upon complefibandler kne Ruggles Did this influence
the final outcome of the painting?
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were Rugglesdé brother Edwar-idlawRaddusi n Th o ma

Mandell and five nephews including his namesake Lieut. Timothy Rufjles.

Like other Loyalists fleeing rural townships and villages, Ruggles escaped
to Boston in 1774 before war officially broke out. Though he was joined by his
sons John and Rictd his estate in Hardwick was confiscated and his life as a
country gentleman with political, legal and social power and prestige was changed
forever!® His wife never joined him in exile. His eldest son Timothy did not

join him until well after the Waf®®

While in Boston, his daughter Bathsheba (Rug§pseoner) was tried and
convicted of murdering her husband (executed July 2, 1778). When publicly
hanged with her three accomplices, the controversy was great given that she was
pregnant at the time. Baheba was desperate to escape an abusive marriage and
enlisted the help of a Continental soldier boarding in her home (also father to the
child she carried) and two British Army deserters. According to historian Deborah
Navas, political, cultural and geadbiases prevented the state from staying her
execution until her child was born. The four month imprisonment and trial was
covered extensively in newspapé&t® Bathsheba is noted anecdotally as being the

favourite daughter of Ruggles. He was behind gniémes on Staten Island and

183 pid.

154 For published notices of selling of Ruggles holdings/property/stockisedassachusetts Spy or

American Oracle of LibertyJanuary 12, 1776 and May 13, 1779.

% |bid.,p.16. Coisns, fABri gadi er General Timothy Dwight Rug:
remained in Hardwick and kept one third of the estgdart of the homestead and part of another farm.

The eldest son Timothy was a Continental soldier and perhaps kéjolyhisst sympathies low profile. He

stayed with his mother in Hardwick until her death in 1787 and then followed his father, two brothers and

cousin Joseph to Wilmot, Nova Scotia.

186 Navas Murdered by his WiteNavas also summarizes that twentieemturyanalysis of the case places

bl ame on Gener al Ruggles for Bathshebadbds terrible e
would have been considered a good match given the wealth and position of the Spooner family.
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unaware of her imprisonmenkolklore suggests she wrote to her father for help
but her pleas were unanswered, as his colleagues kept from him news of

circumgances he was unable to affect.

As Mandamus Councilor in Boston, Rilgs raised one of the first corps
of Loyalist troops®’ Known as the Loyal American Assoc,i
Gentl emen Volunteerso, the group was f or me
and numbered three companies totaling a militia of about two hunddidrsdf®
The officers and men helped to patrol the streets and performed guard duty during

the long siege of Boston. Ruggles was their commander and maintained an active

%¥"See Ruggl edAscalcli att 6 ofThb Bostdn Newkettee ldsud 3718, December 29,

1774, p. 2. The Loyalist subscribers fAassociate and
in the defense of Life, Liberty and Property, whenever the same shall lsze@atk e d é not acknowl edg
submit to the pretended authority, of any Congress, Committees of Correspondence or other

unconstitutional Assemblies of Menéwe will éenforce
Gracious King George, the third, androf s | aws é 0 The Association articl e
particular to person and property. The announcemen

cause and the unwavering value he places on Parliamentary rule and the authority of theh€ingew
England colonies. This public call speaks directly to his Loyalist ideology. It is a statement of rules and

actions to preform Aour indispensable dutyo and wuph
188 3ohn Adams comments in a paperediat 775, on the formation of the Loyalist Association by Ruggles
among Loyalists in Boston as a counter to the Conti
kingés | aws, and this every whi g wihadthisasstcmtom i be . Bu
made in the world, the numbers now have signed it, would appear so inconsiderable, that | dare say the
Brigadier [ Ruggles] wildl never publish to the worl d

Inhabitants of the Colonyof Mas ac husetts Bay, 0 February 6, 1775. Ma
Digital File, Adams Papers.
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AT THE URGING OF Al
| BATHSHEBA.

2.7Marker in Brookfield, Massachusetts noting Spooner house site and well where
Bathsheba Ruggles and her accomplices murdered Joshua Spooner. The late Leon
Thresser, local Hardwick historian, is in the background. (C.CottreauRobins, 2008)

roll during the siege and the Battle of Bunker Hifl.Nineteenthcentury
historian Richardrrothingham conveys the following anecdote in his description

of that momentous attack:

A royalist in Boston at this time used to relate that knowing the British

officers were in consultation at the Province House, on the morning of this

day, he called #re to learn their intentions. Immediately after the

arrangements had been made for the attack, he met in the front yard an

of ficer who was inveighed against the d

%9 See The Online Institute for Advanced Loyalist Studies
http://www.roalprovincial.com/Military/musters/loyamassoc/mrlaamain.famUniversity of Michigan,

William L. Clements Library, Thomas Gage Papers, Vol. 131. Also, Public Record Office, A..O. 13/45,

Folio 476 for orders issued begAsddated CompaniesinB&mrst on as
For example, to Francis Green Esqr. on Nov. 15, 177
acquaint you, that the General expects (for the present) you take charge of the District about Liberty Tree &

the Lanes, Akys & Wharves adjacent, & that by a constant patrolling party from sunset, to sunrise you

prevent all disorders within the district by either Signals, Fires, Thieves, Robers, house breakers or

Riot er séd Al so, s aaed8ostore Aptil 831773 discuBsing tgsldesise to form the

corps. C.0 5/154, pgs. 13B2.
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would cost many lives to attack in front; but the Engbfficers would not

believe the Americans would fight.o I n
General Timothy Ruggles, Alt i s 1 mpossi
arms a moment. o0 Ruggles replied, #ASir,

have to contend. Hese are the very men who conquered Canada. | fought

with them side by side. | know them well; they will fight bravely. My

God! Sir, your folly has ruined your ca
attack in the rear as unmilitary and hazarddgs.

The Associabn, distinguished by a white sash round the left arm, was disbanded

on the evacuation of Boston in March 1776.

While in Boston, hatred against Ruggles grew significantly as did the
battle lines between Loyalists and PatridtsPatriots in Massachusgtivere well
aware of his role in government and had re
papers following his fAnegativeo actions at
statement discouraging the production of manufactures in the Prd¥inice.
August1775,The New Hampshire Gazette and Historical Chroniziated an

article by nA. Freemano discounting the ac

10 Richard FrothinghaniThe Centennial: Battle of Bunker H{Boston: Little Brown and Company,
1875), 28.
171 By 1778, Ruggles was listed (fourth after Gov. Hutchinson, Gov. Beraadd,t. Gov. Oliver) in the

Massachusetts Sgys among those | isted in AAn Act to prevent
therein named, and others who have left this State, or either of this United States, and joined the enemies
thereoafd 391, sp. 1, Worcester, Massachusetts, Octobe

nephews Joseph and Nathaniel, and brethdaw Gardiner Chandler are also listed.

2R u ggl esd articl BosteraPost oy dnd Adsehigdthy 6, 1V®, explaining his

actions at the Stamp Act Congress. ABrigadier Rugg
the Congress at New Yor k, as g iBostonPostBdyandt he House,
Advertiser May 5, 1766. Se&he Bosta Newsletter and NevwEngland Chroniclelssue 3363, p. 1,

March 17, 1768 for his statement detailing why he v
Foreign Superfluities and to encour agedhetHdneablanuf act
Brigadier General Ruggles for voting against the establishment of manufactures in general in this province,
Province of Massachusetts Bay, Feb. Peémsylvanta68. 0 Thi s
Chronicle and Universal Advertisbetween March 2IMarch 28, 1768.
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providing for the readers fAaccurate and

Law, Allegiance and Rebelim6 . The pamphl et concl uded:

s

.. From these Definitions, which are
Thomas Gage, from his Actions, is a Robber, a Murderer, a Traitor and a
Tyrant, and that he and all his Adherents ought to be apprehended and

e

st

bro@tontdo gn Puni shment; thodoif they fort

atrocious Crimes, and become good Subjects, | would yet intercede for
Mercy to be extended to any of them, except the said THOMAS GAGE,
and a certain TIMOTHY RUGGLES, being PreRebels and the mbs
wicked Parricides’

Ruggles and his two sons landed in Halifax, Nova Scotia as part of the
evacuation of Boston that took place on March 17, 1?7 heir stay was for a
few months only and their activities are not noted in relevant documents of the
day. However, Ruggles may have visited the farm in Belleisle, Annapolis County
he purchased from Christopher Prince after 1774 and willed to his son Timothy in
1795. They returned to New England and set up residence on Staten Island, then
Long Island, whex Ruggles submitted a proposal in 1780 to raise a Regiment of
Light Dragoons to be called the Kings American Dragoons. A reflection of
Ruggles lifelong enthusiasm for hor§éand extensive military service, the

regi ment was to be c glesmsgnBrigadier Ggnerd dfi mot hy

3 For full article seéThe NewHampshire Gazette and Historical Chronicléol. XIX, Issue 984, Pg. 2,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, August 29, 1775. For other anti Ruggles print €&entiecticut Courant

Issue 525, P@, January 16, 1775.

1" EFor muster roll of head of families evacuees to HalifaxéeeMemorial History of Bostovol. Il ed.

Justin Winsor (Boston: 1880), 1/4%0. Ruggles and his two sons are listed there. Noting to date is known
of Ruggles activitie while in Halifax. No doubt he was attached to the colonial elite in the town but what of
his activities with the military? A known horseman, did he visit the countryside, such as Michael
Franklinés estate/ hor se f ahtsmnthemAnndfiolis Wadlay region afthd g et
province?

5 Ruggles schedule and memorial submitted to the Crown details his extensive activity with horses which
included a riding park, the importing of horses and equipment and stabling references. PRO A.DhE3/75
National Archives, Kew, 40308.
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Provincial Forces in America during the last war, Deputy Surveyor General of the
Woods, & | ate of His Majestyds Council i n
New En ¢'? Ehardgiment was to be composed of sixtroopd ma fient i r el vy

of Gentlemen of the first Families of Connections in America, who have served as
Volunteers under the Command '6fThet he Subscr
King approved the raising of the cavalry unit, but the command went to Benjamin

Thomps@'®. Ruggles was deemed too old to command the unit.

2.8Kings American Dragoons Colors, as received from Prince William Henry, from
the Collections of the New Brunswick Museum. See Online Institute for Advanced
Loyalist Studies.http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhisst/kad/kadcol/htm .

178 Online Institute for Advanced Loyalist Studies, Kings American Dragoons Proposal, Recruiting Notice,
Muster Rolls and Coloréittp://www .royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/kad/kadplanl.htm

Y7 bid. See full detailed proposal. National Archives, Kew reference is PRO 30/55/2812 British Army in
America. Each troop consisted of 65 men of various positions.

178 Seehttp://www.robinsonlibrary.com/science/science/biograptigimpson. htnior details on Sir

Benjamin Thompson and his connections to the colonial and military elite.
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The following images depict of some of Ruggles material culture left behind after
he was forced out of Hardwick. They illustrate a ljéstequal to what is detailed in his

memorial document¥® These items are in the collection of the Hardwick Historical

Society.

29The two French fAfuzziesodod(muskets) as listed in R
Loyalist memorial? (E. Bancroft and the HHS, 2011)

2.10Cal. Timot h'y R uvgpgderecandpaign trunk (c.1757). Likely
made in New England, the trunk was part of Ruggle®Seven Years War
camp equipment. It would have contained personal effects such as
clothing, sundry items, books, bedding and perhaps writing matrials.
(E. Bancroft and the HHS, 2011)

180

Ruggl eso6 wife, BuedthissomEnoty réheined im the house in Hardwick. Upon the

death of Mrs. Ruggles, Timothy, Jr. moved to Nova Scotia where his father and brothers Richard and John
settled.

180 See Harold L. Petersofihe Book of the Continental Soldi@rarrisburg, R: Stackpole Books, 1968),

158159. Peterson states that in the Seven Years War period, almost all of the personal effects of officers

were carried in baggage wagons. A variety of trunks
valises and pachy cases to hold clothing, toilet items, telescopes and other personal gear. There was no

special military pattern for these containers. The standard wood, leather and hair boxes of the day were all

used.
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2.11Flip glass of Timothy Ruggles®*
(E. Bancroft and the HHS, 2011)

2.12English tin-glazed punch bowl from

the Ruggles estate. Inscriptdon states ASuccess to
Also from the Seven Years War priod.

(E. Bancroft and the HHS, 2011)

181 The flip glass came into use in the late sevemtte century. A large glass tumbler, the glass was used to
serve flip or mixed drinks that may include beer, sugar, water, rum, spices and raw eggs. For Ruggles,
perhaps it held cider.
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Ruggles Relocation to Nova Scotia

The precise time of Ruggles final depar
not been determined” A notice published in thbassachusetts Sy AmericanOracle
of Libertydated October 29, 1778 lists Ruggles and his sons as enemies of the State and
therefore part of an Act to prevent their rettffh Not until 1783 are there records
indicating he was in Annapolis County, Nova ScbtfaNow in hisearlyseventies, he
was therat Annapolis Royal and/or Granville with sons and servants/slaves
(approximately eight individuals). He made application for a land grant, submitted his

memorial for compensation and began settinfirRu ggl es 6 t houghts can

182 According to Helen Bourne J. Lee, while living in Newtown Creek, Listand, New York, Ruggles

was officially relieved of his active duty on September 21, 1780. Helen Bourne THeeBpurne

GenealogyChester, Conn.: Pequot Press, 1972), 33. The National Archives, Kew also has a receipt given

to Ruggles in Newtown, Pvince of New York and dated April 8, 1783, detailing the sum he paid for his

own board and for the board of his son Richard from Nov. 5, 1776 to April 9, 1783. It is likely that Ruggles
evacuated New York for Nova Scotia in April, 1783. A.O. 13/75.

183 seeMassachusetts Spy American Oracle of LibertyOctober 29, 1778, Issue 391, p.1. Historic

Newspaper Collections of the American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass.

184 personal Communication from Mrs. Betty Denise of Columbia Falls, Maine, 2008, shéhaptes

Ruggles brought two indentured servants from Taunton, Mass. to Nova Scotia. Are these individuals noted

in the Book of Negroes as free born but Awith the C
RG1, 423, dated after July 31, 1783, NovatcArchives and Records Management, Halifax. Taunton

connection is actually Ebenezer and Benjamin Fales. Ruggles did not bring them to Nova Scotia. They had

been n Wilmot since 1760. See Calndtistory of Annapolis CountBenjamin worked for Ruggles

clearing land for three years in exchange for 500 acres on North Mountain.

185 A question contemplated by historians concerning this time of transition following the War was

did it matter whether the Loyalists stayed in the American colonies or left? Wasrttpact from

their departureremass?Wallace Brown in his volum& h e K i n g ésks the guesioniths

regards to Massachusetts. He concludes that for western Massachusetts few were Loyalist so the

effect was negligible; however, as one moves eadfwiarough central Worcester County, more

were the subject of patriot aggression. Thfitee estates were confiscated and 250 Tories

impacted, including Ruggles and the Tsgpporters in his family. The numbers are low out of

approximately 30,000 peanl The most notable impact was in the caliber of people exiled, often

the most educated, best positioned in government and the system of law and order. The most

severe impact according to Brown was along the east
te mendous amount of talent whatever thEeeffects of
Kingbés Friends: The Composition ¢roddendmti ves of Amer
Brown University Press, 1965).
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imagined, while waitig in Annapolis for word of his grant, through a letter he sent to his

friend Edward Winslow, Sr. in New York:

Annapolis 17th July, 1783

Dear Siri

eéé. . Your fruit trees when compared w
apples, are hardly worth noticing.bAut ten days ago, | had a present of
well toward a bushel of as fine, fair, sound high flavored apples as you
ever saw at new York in the month of January. Colo. Allen of [New]
Jersey told me he had drank the best ci
Vegetables of all kinds of the very best quality, but not so early as at New
York. Fin, scale & shell fish of all kinds except oysters, the want of which
is richly compensated by scallops in plenty about the bigness of a common
tea saucer & and of excellsifavor. The land, very natural of grass of all
kinds, with some of our New England husbandry often produces forty
bushels of Indian corn per acreéé Upon
good & the soil capable of becoming the granary of any part of the
cot i nent to the ed®¥tward of New Yorké.

Ruggles invested in organizing his memorial, or statement of compensation for
losses due to the war, that was signed and submitted to the Crown. In his memorial
portfolio of papers, Ruggles detailed with precisionrgial and personal property loss in
New England and supports his extensive claim with letters from government and military
officials, colleagues, friends, and family. These documents contribute to the

understanding of Ruggles not only as a lstandingnember of the New England elite,

18W.0. RaymondWwinslow Papers, 1776826(Saint John: Sun Printing Co. Ltd, 1901), 108.
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but as an aged British colonial man organizing resources in order to start over in the Nova

Scotia wildernes&®’

There continues to be debate over whether Ruggles was granted 1000 acres or
10,000 acres in Annapolis Counth® APl an of Wi |l mot Townshi pc¢
Scotia Archives and Records Management shows the 1000 acre grant only whereas
Crown Land Index Sheets No. 35 and 28 indicate Ruggles having two paacet0
acre piece and a 9000 acre pi&fdis sons Rihard and John have lots directly north

and adjacent to their father.

Ruggles worked the 1000 acre lot with his sons, hired hands, slaves, house

servants and possibly indentured servafits\lorth Mountain in WilmofTownship the

187 Ruggles memorial documents are on file at the National Archives, Kew. These documents provide more

detail than what is available through archives in Massachusetts. For example, the Massachuset#s Histori
Society has on file the AMassachusetts Tax Valuatio
estate in Hardwick in 1771 and details buildings, stock, pasture land, grains but in comparison to other

documents it is incomplete. For exampihe column for horses is blank, the column for swine is blank, and

the column for servants for life is blank. Comprehensive census material does not come into the record until

the postrevolutionary period, ¢.1790. There is one early census for tivinpe in the 1730s however

Hardwick has not become a village/town ydassachusetts Tax Valuation List of 17&d. Bettye Hobbs

Pruitt (Boston: G.K. Hall and Co., 1978).

188 See Old Book 14, Pg. 19, Reel 13041 at the Nova Scotia Archives and Recordeiamsig Halifax

for the original l and grant dated 24, April, 1784.
acresé. .being all wilderness | ands. 0 APl an of Wil mo
Archives and Records Management,iféal. The Crown Land Index Sheets provided by the Department

of Lands and Forest for Nova Scotia provide the original grant book numbers and page references.

According to these sheets Ruggles was granted the 1000 acres which is under investigatsoprtgethi

and farther north on North Mountain 9000 acres more which | do not believe was ever developed by

Ruggles. The I ndex Sheets also show the 800 acre pa
bordering his 1000 parcel; a 454 acre parcdbeph Ruggles to the west; a 1000 acres to his friend
Edward Winslow nearby and several parcels to Rev.,

associated with the parcels for a church, glebe and school house and well as a home lot. ldisi$opte

to be confused with that of his son Lieut. John Wiswall which is nearby and he shares with a friend Thomas

Out his (Outhit), who plays a role with Rugglesd hou
Calnek, p. 5889 and Cousins, B3, p. 61. Also, see Old Book 17, p. 25, Reel 1304%aNgcotia

Archives and Records &hagement, Halifax for 9000 acres to Ruggles.

FBook of Negroeso, Manuscript on File, Nova Scoti s
23-27 April 1783, BrigRangerbound for Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia which lists Hester Ruggles, 7, fine
wench, (General Ruggles), The Generalés property; J

General 6s property; Prince, 19, ant(Rchard RBgles)Ri char d Ru
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213 Pl an of ofowhdmmog o showing Gener al Ruggles Lotts
Charles Morris, c. 1784. (NSARM Halifax)

Property of Richard Ruggles; Robert Williams, 23, stout, B, (General Ruggles). Free born at Shrewsbury,
New Jersey; John Coslin, 25, stout, M, (General Ruggles). Free born at North Hampshire, Virginia; parents
free. Also, see thessay by Cousins, p. 3; Calnek, p. 507, 590 and63@ States that Ruggles met

George Stronach of Glasgow, Scotland, in Halifax and Ruggles brought him to Annapolis County. There
Stronach with Benjamin Fales, whose family came from Taunton, Mass. ahedach Wilmot since the

1760s, worked for three years clearing land for Ruggles in exchange for 500 acres each on North Mountain.
The Stronach family remains on the land today.
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location of his farmstead, was foresteloen he arrived. This location was not what
Ruggles initially requested. He originally selected acreage closer @pahs Royal, but

it was already granted to other Loyalist settlers. Nevertheless, in the decade he was on
the mountain, he shaped the land in recollection of his Hardwick estate. Had he lived a

decade more the realization of its match may have cormeitio.**

Near the top of North Mountaim the community known today as Spa Springs,
on a spot ommanding a spectacular view, Rugdbedit his house incorporating in the
foundation and stairs granite blocks imported from Quincy, MassachtiSetts. panted
the first apple orchard in the county using seedlings imported from his Hardwick'farms.
On the steep slope east of the main house in a vaulted natural hot house Ruggles
experimented with other varieties of trees and shrubs expanding the skifisiastéic

gardener he was noted for in Worcester Coufity.

3Journal of occurances not e-d811HhMGICHoadBQ, leem 4, Boolg | i s, 0 (
1791, p. 17. The diary of Anglican Bishop Charles Inglis who was touring the province in this period,

enters comments about Ruggles on a few occasions remarking Ruggles success with growing wheat,

General Ruggles house on Nortlodvhtain as very fine and commanding a most extensive prospect with
excellent soil. Also, Loyalist Benjamin Marston wro
Ruggles spent Monday and Tuesday with that brave, worthy old nvelno at threesore and ten is

beginning the world anew with as mucHtBemamacrity as t
Mar st on 6 s -1T87, dot. 2, p1 17@ @nline in the Winslow Family Papers Collection, University

of New Brunswick Archives, Fredericton.
http://www.lib.unb.ca/winslow/fullimagerecord.cgi?id=17533&level=3&DOCURL=%2Fwinslow%2Ffullr
ecord.cgi%3Fid%

1Ruggles., p.20. Also, recorded by C. Cottr®abins.In R u g g |, knewhn asRiiggies Mountain

and later Phinney Mountain.

¥2pid.,Also,d d trees in area , west of Ruggles Site. Bo
Hardwi ck he brought stock from his best apple trees
193 Observed and recorded by C. Cottrdabins Juneluly 2008. Seed samples analyzed at the

Archaeology Departmret , Me mor i al University, St, Johnds, Newf
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2.14North Mountain viewscape overlooking the Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia. The
Annapolis River is in the far distance. (C.CottreauRobins, 2008)

Accordingto historim Leone Cousins, Rugglesd new h

model farm of the district. He explains,

The youths (Fales and Stronach) were at once instructed to clear an
acre on the southern slope, three feet deep, throwing out all the stumps and
stones. Here th@eneral set out the first apple orchard in the Township,
importing the young trees from Massachusetts. The youths excavated a
cellar nine feet deep faced with fieldstone, over which the general had his
mansion constructed. Dressed quincy granite waggbtdtom
Massachusetts for the foundations and d
property sheltered his slaves and their
mountain sideé he selected for the | oca
planted a variety of plantsuch as grape vines, quince, peaches and
walnut saplings*

Cousins, fABrigadier General Timothy Dwight Ruggl es
was an fAold Ruggles houseodo i n Qanneaionther®lt hefpampdrtuset t s.
the cut granite? Did it come from family property there? Rug&eggles Homesteads. 7.
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His wife Bathsheba died in 1787 at their home in Hardwigkdis eldest son Timothy
had remained with her when Ruggles was banished from the township. Timothy Junior
came to Nova Scotia afterhisot her 6 s deat h. Ruggl esd r ema

Patriot men and remained in the United States.

Ruggl esdéd public |Iife was uneventful dur
in the building of Trinity Anglican Church and a school, but his focosareed building
a new home and developing his plantation. He died at Wilmot in 1795 at the age of
eightyf our years. The cause, |isted in the pal
story that while climbing out of his vaulted garden Rugglegagted an old hernia. He
died four days later. The following obituary was printed inRbgal Gazettand was
written by Rev. John Wiswall, the first rector of Wilmot Parish, friend and North

Mountain neighbor to Ruggles:

Died August 4, eightyour yeas old, the Honorable Brigadi&eneral

Timothy Ruggles. He was a native of and for nearly seventy years lived in
Massachusetts Bay, in which province he sustained under His Majesty the

first offices of government, with distinguished ability and reputatidn

uncommon share of probity and discrimination first recommended him to

the choice of the people as member of the Assembly, of which he was for

sometime speaker. Soon after the commencement of the war in 1755, he

was appointed to the command of treopss raised in that province for the
purposeofcmper ating with His Majestyods regul
Frenc¥, ...0o

19 See death notice recorded in B&lem Mercurylssue 26, p. 3, Salem, Massachusetts, April 7, 1787.

1% bid., p. 2223. Also inThe Royal Gazette and Nova Scotia Advertidérno. 335, MFM 8167, August

11, 1795. Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management, Halifax. Reverend Wiswell also notes in his
personal journal Death of Gener al whogegtlemasof Wi | mot |,
property left in Wi Imot.o See-l1B8Bl@Quorn&lal oéf NRevdRé&dd
Manuscript on File, Acadia University Archives, Wolfville.
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From his fulobi tuary a portrait of a man eme
prominent years were that of the Seven Years War, thosgtehlous efforts to improve
and reform did not cease with its conclusion. He was active in the Massachusetts
legislature and was rewarded for his service. His losses of the Revolutionary War are
gl ossed over but hi s i lgiicbltere & the regioreim Hisinewm s 0 t
home recognized. He did not drink any spirits and did not eat meat. Ruggles framed
himself a student of the Enlightenment, an agricultural innovator, and an improver
comparable to Landon Carter or even Thomas Jeffegafirginia.’®’ All three were
dedicated to agricultural improvement, all three were students of reason, all three were
active legislators, all three had position, influence and wealth, andred bad slaves.
The fundamental i f f er ence i ® thkCraug® dhisdrefldcts thd impact
of the Seven Years War on his life and the weight of that conflict upon his personal
ideology for a prosperous society at peace. Ruggles was not a typical Loyalist. He
counters the emblematic Loyalist perpetuatgchistorians as glorified founding heroes,
Arei fied and d ethefbiove af failed expedationsu Orfae stated eprlier,
aristocrats more interested in attending balls to toast the King and lament loss of empire

than engaging in the work afdustry**°

Ruggles was buried at the Pine Grove Church, now Old Holy Trinity Chimrch

Lower Middleton, Nova Scotia. The church vestablished in 1786, consecrated in 1791

YlsaacLandon Carterds Uneasy Kingdom.

see for exampl e, cRwegg!l dsTth ep LAlslsiosch ead ettasrMéieniber t he Bo
29, 1774, nABrigadier Rugglesd Reasons for his disse
Boston Post Boy and Advertiser, May 6, Tar76 and ATHh
Ruggles for voting against the deatéerardNewEhgmednt of man
Chronicle, March 17, 1768.

199 5ee J.M. Bumstednderstanding the Loyalist&imber, Loyalists and Layaboutnd Marion

RobertsonKi ngs 6 s B o yaf Early Shélburdd, ovadScofidalifax: Nova Scotia Museum,

1983).
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by Bishop Charles Inglis, first Anglican bishop of Canada, endow a registred

heritage propert§® Although his grave is unmarked, a monument emphasizing his
prominerte was erected sometime latBru g gl es 6 | ast wi | | and te
was progressing well in establishing a new country seat. He left his remainuegtprio

Worcester County and the Hampshires to his daughters in New England. To his son
Timothy he left his two farms in Granville, Nova Scotia including all the stock, farming
utensils and his furnitureni Wilmot, excepting what he left to his housekeeprs.

Outhit, which included mahogany chairs, a table, a brass kettle, silver spoons and to her
son John a pair of oxen, a colt and tools to settle a new farm. To his son John, Ruggles
bequeathed all his real estate in Wilmot. Also to the Widow OwWRhbiggles bequeathed

A50 to be paid by Timothy and John six mor
Faithful, Diligent and Di scr et® Cunnausiyatgg e me n 't
his son Richard, he left one dollar. Also to Ebenezer Hailkes), most likely the father

of Benjamin Fales the hired hand, Ruggles bequeathed a few animals, tools and
household items. The name Ruggles remains in Nova Scotia with the current and eighth
generation Timothy Ruggles working at Dalhousie Universitialifax2°? African-Nova

Scotian Ruggles also live in the Annapolis Valley and Yarmouth Cdthty.

20 Historical records state Ruggles was buried at Pine Grove. Is this the Trinity Church yard in Lower

Middleton? Diocesan records are unclear. Furthermore, the burial/death recomdgogRR e s i s titl ed
at Wil mot and Aylesfordo.
M5 Ti mot hy Ruggles Will, 179FW1A049),dpva Scotisa Archivasnt 'y Pr ot

and Records Management, Halifax.
225ee Kellogg Library staff, Dalhousie University.
293 personal communicatiomith Mr. Rob Ruggles of Annapolis Royal, Fall 2011.
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2.15Monument to Brig. General Timothy Ruggles at Trinity Church
in Lower Middleton, Nova Scotia. (C. CottreautRobins, 2008)

Role of Religion

In Massachsetts prior to and during the Revolutionary period, relatively few
people belonged to the Church of England. Most were Congregationalists, especially the
Patriots. There were exceptions and Ruggles, a Loyalist as well asladatied
Congregationalistwas one of therf®* Congregationalists were independent Protestant
churches and a common movement itotheNew Engl
Church of England waa result of the relationship with Anglican Reverend Wiswall that

formed in the refugee o#ps of Boston and Halifa®® Likely, the move to the

204Brown, p. 29.

25 \iswall and Ruggles may have known each other well before becoming neighbors in Wilmot. During
it he tr ouHT76, yViswab fled Falthduth (now Portland), with his family, wheeehad

ministered for twenty years. He went to Boston and ministered to the army Ruggles was helping to
command. After a brief stay in England, Wiswall ended up in Halifax where the refugees from Boston,
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Anglicanism was an easy transition, given
Loyalist convictions, values and ideology became cemented in the Revolutionary period,

a change to the predominant fadf the British colonial elite of Nova Scotia may also

have been a strategic move to align with the ruling class who would potentially affected

decisionmaking in land grants, provisions and support during resettlement.

After the war Wiswall was givenlarge parish to administer from Cornwallis
Township to Wilmot Township in the Annapolis Valley. He had hoped for a church in
Wilmot and with the arrival of Bishop Inglis in 1787 work began. With the support of
Ruggles, his son Jolf°and fellow LoyalistSamuel Bayard, plans were made for a
church in the Wilmot Parish. The first service at Holy Trinity, Pine Grove (now Lower
Middleton, Nova Scotia), was August 14, 1791. The church was built by its parishioners

and consecrated by Ingfi&’

Historical Conclusions

If Ruggles had been on the Patriot side of the conflict, he could have been the first
president of the United Staté. He surpassed George Washington in military skill and
campaign success, he had the legal training, the connections in Counciregrdss, the
social position, longtanding colonial family lineage, and by accounts he was a natural

orator and impressive debatdtlistorian Tom Baughn suggestibat if we base a

including Ruggles, had arrived inthe spring@f16 . Leone Banks CousiMosa fiSome
Scotia Historical Revie\8, no. 2 (1983): 59.

2% There are references to the building of the church in Wilmot in the diary of Bishop Charles Inglis, the

first Anglican Bishop of Canada. Bishop Ingliks of John Ruggles as commissioner for the development

of the church in W I mot, and Wi swall as the pastor.
27 bid., p. 62.

28 stated by Stoddard Ruggles, Cousins and Sandrof.
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deci sion about who was the fi tdateswAaser i can
have to consider Timothy Ruggles given he was the president of the first colonial
congress$ the Stamp Act Congressvhich was arguably the first prefamerican trans
col ony p o P} Thisis anlintetesting yjuestion to contempl#teugh leading

the Patriot cause was a prospect that Ruggles himself never considered an option.

The historical recordemonstrates that Ruggles diffefiedm other prominent
Loyalists heading to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick in 1783. In the AnnapaleyV
he no longer invested time and energy into the political affairs of the day-and re
establishing position and authority like many of his Loyalist pg8r®erhaps this was
due to his age. He focused on the key elements that defined who he wasntopl
and the improving and growing of things. The creation and command of a landscape that
marked a place was important to RugdfésHe invested heavily in such efforts in
Hardwick and continued the same on North Mountain. Within a decade, the North
Mountain plantation was noted for®iHes fAver
was orcharding again and the scientific gardening was underway in the vaulted
greenhouse. Ruggles had the connections, skills and finances to pursue other things.
However, he harnessed his energy and resouto@sian and otherwiseand engaged in
theland. The extent of his engagement and the d:

are informed by the archaeological and landscape records.

9 geeFaculty Forumii Wh o was tsh el efitr otf Rrhee United States?0, o
University of Maryland University College, 2004ww.umuc.edu/fyionline/february 04/fyionline6.html

#0gych as the Winsies in New Brunswick.

21 command in both the elevated viewplane over his domain and the experimenting and growing of things.

2 pid., fJournal of occurances noted by Charles | ng
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Chapter 3

Historical Archaeology and the Loyalist Period

This interdisciplinary dissertatiasomprises three research streams coming
together to create understanding about Loyalists and a framework of slavery that unfolded
within the plantation context of late eighteextimturyNova Scotia. Exploring the
relationships between the thesis case study, Timothy Ruggles, and his family and
workers, can shed light on the story of the Black Loyalists and the ancestry of race
relations in Nova Scotia. As emphasized earlier, histargzairds concerning African
Nova Scotians in the pe&evolutionary era are thin. A methodological search for

archaeological evidence contributes another layer of insights and data.

Theory and Method

Detailed documentary records concerning slaves, ssreamgeneral labourers
connected to households and estates in the Loyalist and Revolutionary War period are
hard to find. Often slaves, servants and labourers are recorded briefly as notations in
estate ledgers or probate inventories, bequests in ailiss numbers in the columns of
tax valuation and census records. Occasionally, a personal journal or collection of letters
will hold more descriptive detail as in the entries of the plantation owners Landon Carter

(Sabine Hall), Thomas Jefferson (Momtio) of Virginia, or slave merchant Isaac Royall
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and son Isaac Royall, Jr. of Antigua and Massachusetts (Royall Hotdé)e search for
historical documents linked to the slaves, servamisi@ourers on North Mountain was
equally as challenging. Themeresparse notations, for example in the columns of the
Book of Negroes, but no specific journal or letter entries from the planter Timothy

Ruggles.

This dissertation usemrchaeology as an avenue of inquiry to explore the
settlement of North Mountaift? The archaeological record workidtandem with the
documentary record to widen the narrative of Ruggles particularly in Nova Scotia, his
settlement approach and his relationship with the pioneers shaping a home and plantation
for him?*> A case study methimlogy wasapplied for the archaeological component in
order to add a specific human layer to the research questions and objectives. When
looking for a Loyalist case study with archaeological potential, preliminary analysis
indicated that there were twossible historic Timothy Ruggles landscapes to explore
and compare Hardwick and North Mountainas well as survey and excavation
opportunities. There was potential to contribute physical evidence that would inform the

past.

lsaacL,andon Cart er 6 sAlexhndeaddsChan®averygndtmige of Reason:

Archaeology at a New England Fafidnoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2007).

“or noted archaeologist Charles E. Orser, Jr.,
and cultural patterns of the invisible men amimen of the past. By piecing together the often scant
evidence left behind by a people in their artifacts and building remains, archaeologists can construct
pictures of the past that ar e ImagespitheeReceRass i ght f ul
Readings in Historical Archaeologgd. Charles E. Orser, Jr. (Walnut Creek: Altamira Press, 1996).
5similar to Lewi sRarige Thé&iyapproactiwhere twbigabups of evidence
documentary and archaeologitaire developed independbnthen, through a precise system of

description, are brought together to facilitate comparisons ¢hesting a dynamic relationship between the

t wo . For a historical ar c h a e ®he Begoveryaotideantng Histavical o f
Archaeology and the Eastern United Stat$. Mark P. Leone and Parker B. Potter, Jr. (Washington:
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1988).
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The Archaeological Context

Archaeology is the study of past peoples based on the objects they left behind and
the ways they left their imprint on the woftf. For this projetthe archaeological
framework wa historical archaeology, which is the study of cultural remains of literate
societies that were capable of recording their own history. Historical archaeologists work
with the physical remains from the ground and the documentary record. In North
America, historical archaeologists are primarily concerned with the development of
culture since the seventeenth century, the way it compares and contrasts with Old World
antecedents and its impact *oOharléé®Dtsérve peopl

expanded on the final point in 1996 by adding,

The theoretical basis of this perspeets the idea that the world became a

different place when colonizing Europeans began to travel across the globe,
meeting and interacting with diverse indigenous peoples as they went. The hybrid
cultures that were subsequently created in the Americas, Africa, the South

Seas, and even in Europe are the outcomes of these dramatic cultural
exchange$§®®

Z®From James Deetin) Small Things Forgotten: The Archaeology of Early American(N&w York:

Anchor Press, 1977), 4.

A bid., p. 5. Deetz adds that a popular definition
spread of European culture throughout the world since the fifteenth century and its impact on indigenous
peopl esodo. Hi st or i cighlprerastoniclarahaemlbgy whych toeatsnatl of eulutalshistary

before the advent of writing millions of years in duration. During the processual period of the 1970s,

hi storical archaeol ogy in Amer i ca awdlsrysaiéneedao r ef err ed
Amer i ¢can hHissotical Arghaeologs: & &uide to Substantive and Theoretical Contribytezhs

Robert L. Schuyler (Farmingdale: Baywood Publishing, 1978). To a degree defining the discipline of

historical archaeology is st#in open debate. Some see archaeology as a source of hard data while others

see archaeology as a partner to traditional history in creating more complete cultural histories or

reconstructions of the past. For an effective argument for the use of docimr@stsrical archaeology,

see Mary C. Beaudry, Lauren J. Cook and Stephen A.
Cul tur e as Solmagad of thziRecent Raf88286; Dacumentary Archaeology in the New

World, ed. Mary C. Beadry (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988).

8Charles E. Orser, Jr ., fl ntlImagdswfiite RecentPadimages of t |
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In North America historical archaeologists have suggested that capitalism be the
primary focis of the discipline. Orser add#tat a focus on capitaln and the
development of the current dominant ideology of the moWéeatern world solvethe
problematic issue of historical archaeology as varied and lacking a theoretical
foundation?’® Barbara Little acknowledgetiat in the UnitecStates historical
archaeologywa al most fal ways centered on time pe
buffeted by the ¢ omp Fexvark beoneadParkeoPotter; api t al

such a focus wsa given:

Whether or not historical archaeology is to be an archaeolatpg @mergence

and development of capitalism has been settled in the affirmative. There has
never been a choice even for those who
other words, we can either know our social context, which is the context of

adwanced industrial capitalism, or be prisoners 6tit.

Little was correct as illustrated by the numerous publications in historical archaeology
linked to the topi¢?* However, archaeologists also emphasite many layers of daily

life operating, knowinglyr unknowingly, within the capitalist framework. For them, the

®Charles E. Orser, Jr., fAToward a Theory oh Power f
The Recovery of Meaning133 4 3 ; Barbara J. Littl e, AfPeopl e with H
Ar ¢ h a e o ImaggsyobtheiRacent PaSe.

229 jttle, Ibid.

2y pid. Also, Leone and Potter, Jr ., ThHeRecovenool uct i on:
Meaning 19.

222 particular focus on capitalism and its influence in American historical archaeology scholarship was

initially seen in a wave of publications in the late 1980s sucpasumer Choice in Historical

Archaeologyed. Suzanne M. 8pcerWood (New York: Plenum, 1987). Themes of commerce,

industrialization, soci@conomic status and consumer behaviour as illustrated by the archaeological record

were prominent. The role of the plantation economy followed. More recently, see Martrie, The

Archaeology of Liberty in an American Capital: Excavations in AnnaBkskeley: University of

California Press, 2005). Leone's two decade long interdisciplinary analysis of Annapolis, Maryland sought

to decipher how men and women in capitaliss oci et i es dealt with that econo
issue for me in this book is to link the archaeology of the world of things and of people of African descent

in Annapolis and other areas in North America to a world outside capitalism. Thaveoareasons to do
thisé..One is to have a clear vision or critig
view of how to build a world different from it

ue of
0 (24
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focus wa not the capitalist structure or context at work but often subtle insights gained

by studying a particular time, a particular place, and a particular group.

The Leading Theoreticd Framework

The archaeology component of the dissertation falls within the theoretical
framework of posprocessual archaeology. Ppsbcessualism developed in the late
1980s out of the critique of the ANew Arch
1960s and 1970s. The processual movement called for scientific and methodological
rigor in the analysis of archaeological materials. Identification and description of artifacts
and the development of site chronologies were standard practices. Thaspatisés,
such as Stanley South and Lewis Binford, pushed the discipline further by linking
strongly with anthropology and the goals of social science in answering questions about
culture and societ§?® New methods and techniques employing statisticsotingsis
testing and cultural formation processes were at the forefront of a wave of scholarship
aimed at directly understanding past and present societies through the application of

systematic strategies and methods.

This approach has been intensely deh&té Principal flaws often noted were the

emphasis on environmental determinism, a preoccupation with technique, and the

22 Research Strategies in Historical Archaeology,Stanley South (Bw York: Academic Press, 1977);

Stanley Southiiethod and Theory in Historical Archaeolofiyew York: Academic Press, 1977); Lewis

R. Binford, fAEvolution and Horizon as ReASepl ed i n
Towards the Developmentf Ar ¢ hae ol o dHistorgdl ArcBacolagy & Guide tb Bubstantive

and Theoretical Contributiongd. Robert Schuyler (Farmingdale: Baywood Publishing Co., 1978), 246

251.

224 gee Clyde D. Dollar, lain C. Walker, Charles E. Cleland, James Fgritid Lewis R. Binford in

Historical ArchaeologyA Guide to Substantive and Theoretical Contributions
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application of the hypothetiedeductive method. Debate focused on whetheNtwe
Archaeologywas new at all or a reinterpretationexisting practices. The substantive
reaction to processual archaeology came with thegrosessual movement of the late
1980s and 1990s, which called for a swing back to a focus on people and behavieur. Post
processual theory considers multiple appreadind interpretations as being
complimentary in understanding archaeological mateAalpostprocessualist lan
Hodderstated fiar chaeol ogi sts want to go beyond t
dynamics of past societies. They want to make senérabout behaviour, economic and
social structures and so on which go beyond the data and are not themselves
o b s er amfdca point of the posprocessual movement was to counter six key
oppositions or dichotomies set up by the processualists/adaptation, material/ideal,
system/structure, societies/individuals, anthropology/history and subject/objeet. Post
processualists prefedto see processes rather than separate thirgggegories. As
Hodder explained
Societies and systems are condiliyibeing renegotiated from different
perspectives and according to conflicting interests. Material culture meanings are
continually being reconstituted and reread. They are not fixed but are fluid,
varying according to context. Text and context form @adsform each other.
Agents construct roles in the daily practices of life. Past and present transform
each other in the practices of archaeology. In all these waysppestssual
archaeologists seek to break down categories, entities and essences and t
embrace a radical notion of process, according to which all aspects of societies are

situated, contextwual, changing, movi ng,
archaeology led to a simplistic and thoroughly unprocessual ¥éw.

2% 1an HodderTheory and Practice in Archaeologiew York: Routledge, 1995), 836. Hodder led a

group of posprocessualist/poshodernist archaeotsts known as the Cambridge school.

“'bid. See also Thomas C. Patterson, AThe Last Sixt
Archeol ogy i n AnedcanlAntirdpeodi®® hoalt (Masch 1996):-26.
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Using the posprocessual framework, this thesis pulledncepts that favoad
multiple interpretations and opportunities to draw from a variety of disciplineso h
understand the past. Thereswv®o rigidity in methodologies or separation of static
categories but rathan interplay of collected evidendehistorical, archival,
archaeological, geographical, and ethnograpmanted in different frameworks to create
an inclusive, informed, holistic urfit’ The current approach to archaeological research
and scholarshipthe post posprocessual, or theewpostprocessual strives for balance
between the two schools of thought rather than an either or patBruce Trigger
summarized A The bl ending of data from the scie]
interpretation bpast (landscapes) and demonstrates the power of a synthesis between the
positivist methods of science and the more contextual historical particularism of the post

processuai® approach. o

Informing the Archaeological Record

There wereseveral sullisciplines in historical archaeology thadid meaningful
analyses applicable to the archaeological component of the dissertation. The following
subdiscipline review presents concepts and theoretical contributions thatl satate

informedthe archaeological @k on North Mountain.

2’Robert L. Sc logicalRenmains, Doduments anel Arthropology: A Call for a New Culture
Hi s t BlistoricaldArchaeology?, no. 1 (1988): 342.

Bruce Trigger, fADistinguished LetANewS8ynthesisfécr cheol ocg
Ar cheol ogi c aAmerEanphtraopaogis®d) mo, 3q(1991): 556 9 . I have seen the
postpr ocessual 6 i n opprrioncte shsuutaln.odt fAnew post
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Landscape Archaeology

An importantcomponent of the dissertation svéhe interpretation of
archaeological data in the context of the symbolic significance of historic landétapes.
The two historidandscapes for this project wete Ruggles Hardwick andorth
Mountain plantations. Hardwick and North Mountain provided the terrestrial setting for
the material culture and architectural feats found below ground. How wettee
landscapes of Hardwick and North Mountain linked toatuhaeological evidence?
These were Rugglesd | andscapes. How he
and ideology during his time and place. How his servants and slaves modified their

landscapes reflected the same. Hardwick and North Mountainewehang places of

housing, roads, fields, gardens, transportation, communication, inequality and production.

Considering historic landscapes within this active, organized framework is standard to
landscape archaeology investigations. The two landscapesven be considered the

largest artifacts in the archaeological collecihAs such, the landscapes take on their

own meaning as they are used and modified similar to other forms of evidence recovered

from an archaeological investigatié.

Landscaparchaeology, a sutliscipline of historical archaeology and fully

developed under the pestocessual framework, has seeds in the scholarship of Bruce

29| andscape Archaeologgd. Rebecca Yamin and Karen Bescherer Metheny (Knoxuville: University of
Tennessee Press, 1996)i. x

patricia A. Rubertone, fiLandscape as Artifact:

Economic and | d distoricayArohaedlogy@3nnm.|1y1989)s584 Rubertone views
landscapes as among the most intriguing atsfatudied in historical archaeology and as vital sources of
historical evidence on (American) life, work and ideas.

#1bid., p. 50-53.
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Trigger in the late 1960s. Trigger argued for a settlement archaeology approach for
studying societal tationships using archaeological data:
This study includes an inquiry into both the synchronic, or structural, and the
diachronic, or developmental, aspects o
of analysis can be defined: the individual structtive,settlement, and settlement
distributions; and each level may be analyzed independently of the other. By
studying the layout and use of structuireghich include houses, granaries,
workshops, temples, and markétsuch can be learned about the studag of
nuclear family and larger residential units and also about class divisions and
occupational specializations within a communy.
In the late 1980s onward we begin to see the first collections of essays from American
historical archaeologists exging landscapes as cultural stateméfitsQuestions asking
why archaeologists had not applied particular attention to the spatial dimension were
addressed in archaeological publications and conferences. James Deetz set the tone in
1990 when he describédh e space between houses and bet"
connective tissue that gives houses and communities proper context. Gardens, fields, trees
roads, and walls all structure the environment according to the set of cultural rules of their
creators 8" He stressethe importance of the landscape in archaeological research given
cultural alterations to the land represent the highest level of mediation between the natural
and the cultural, against which all other mediating material culture is prbjeleie
defined landscape as,
€ the total terrestrial context in whic
cultural landscapéo denote that part of the terrain which is modified according to

a set of cultural plans. These terms embrace the entire oditgrrain from the
house lot, the smallest and the most frequently studied, through gardens and field

2Bruce Trigger, fSidtitsl eGmerdts AmedndarPatiglind2spe. 2 eApril

1967): 1560151.

23 geeEarth Patterns: Essays in Landscape ArchaeolegyWilliam M. Kelso and Rachel Most

(Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1990). For a landscape archaeology themed volume of essays
seeHistorical Archaeology?3, no. 1 (1989).

BijamedDeet z, APrologue: LandscEgteRatemspdl-2Cul tur al State
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systems to truly large units of analysis, entire regions that bear the imprint of a
shared set of valués>

This definition sethe landsape investigann of the dissertatiom a positionthat
allowedthe thorough recording and consideration of as much visible cultural
modification as possible. It also suppori@d analysis of landscape within the context of

technomic, social, symbolic, and ideologifiictions?3®

Regarding meaning and unraveling the overall story of the two landscapes,
understanding thiistorical and social contexts w&ey. Hermeneutics, a theory of
interpretation often applied to textrchitecture, or landscapes,saeelpful whe
considering notverbal and notwritten forms of communication such as landscapes that
may be viewed as texts containing symbols, messages or reflections of ideology.
Hermeneutics also implies movement back and forth between different lines of data and
between the past and present. For this projederstanding the two landscapesswa
based on the relationship between the landscapes (the whole) and the lines of evidence
under study (the parts) such as the archaeological, historical, ashoctimentary

records. The goal veao create understanding between each part and the 3%hole.

To clarify the framework or context of the Ruggles plantationtithe period and

influences had tbeconsidered. Equally important was what the interpreter braaghe

% |hid.

2% For definitions of technomic, sociechnicandided e chni ¢ functions see Lewis
as Ant hrAmerednAgiguit@s, no. 2 (October 1962217-26.

%7 Hermeneutics is appealing partly because it is similar to the middige theory method developed by

Lewis Binford and modified for historical archaeology by Mark Leone and Parker Potter ReSneery

of Meaning 11-19. See a thorough ajpgdtion in Catherine M.A. CottreaR o b i n s, ADomestic Ar
of the Black Loyalists, 1783 800060, MA t hesi s, Dal housie University,

95



interpretatiorf>® The hemeneutic method for the thesissv@ describe using

historical, archaeological, documentary and present day visual re¢bedandscapes of
Hardwick and Nath Mountain. The main inquiry veadid Ruggles in the transformation
of his space (his plantation on North Mountain) to place communicate his views and

beliefs to society around him and, if so, were they acceptéd?

When exploring the question of whether Ruggles placed his New England
Loyalist stamp on the North Mountdendscape, a framework of structuralism comes
into play at a cursory level. Having only two landscapes to compare, unraveling patterns
or codes behind Ruggles plantatigrases similar to Henry Glassie svanlikely?*°
However, the question remained, wtrere enough similarities, natural and cultural,
between the two landscapes of Hardwick and North Mountain to support an argument for

continuity and an underlying, repeated symbolic théfie®/as there a pattern of thought

at work?

Archaeology of the African Diaspora

In the Loyalist period African slavery was used in some shape or form throughout

the British Empire. One cannot engage in the story of the movement of the Loyalists

sarah Bonnemai siolnnt efirHperremeinrequtArccshi t ectureo, School
Dalhousie Universy, Summer 2005; Yamin and Metherandscape Archaeologyiv.

“Bonnemai son, fiHermeneuticso.

' an Hodder, fAConverging Traditions: The Search for
Ge o g r a pdngscapeiand Culture: Geographical and ArchaeologiabkPpectivesed. J. M. Wagstaff
(Oxford: Basi | Bl ackwell, 1987), FokBdusingiRMitldlker s t o Hen

Virginia: A Structural Analysis of Historic Artifact&noxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1975).
#1Deetz,In Small Tlngs Forgotten Mar k P. Leone and Parker B. Potter
Ar c h ae o [Thedggcovery af Meaning0-11.
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from one country to another without recognizing tiés migration also m@esented

another part of the African diaspora along the Atlantic northeast segoambking at
archaeological, documentary and geographical records to gain an understanding of the
African diaspora to the Maritime region and subsequent processes eHrARIva

Scotian identity formation veapotentially the most powfeit aspect of the thesf§®

Archaeology of the African diaspora emerged from the larger discipline of
historical archaeology during the civil rights movement of the 1880Spurred by a
growing national interest among African Americans to know their history and understand
their origins, archaeologists realized that a unique opportunity for substantive
contribution could be made through the excavation of the early AfAcaerican
material ecord. Since the initial efforts, archaeology of the African diaspora has
developed into a field of research with defined methods and approaches. Scholars have
intensely investigated what has been called a forgotten and hidden past contributing
insightsw a hi storical archaeologydés uniqgue cap:

the past through multiple, independent categories of evidence, a data base characterized

2421bid., Berlin, Many Thousands Gone

Theresa A. Singleton, fiBefore the ReveAtantci on: Ar ct
S e a b o aNorth@maerigan Archaeologgd. Timothy R. Pauketat and Diana DiPaolo Loren (Oxford:

Blackwell, 2005), 319836. Identity formation as influenced by societal practices of racism, inequality, and

slavery. The dissertation does nmbk at community formation in detail but recognizes that free Black

community formation was taking place during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries not far

from the working farmsteads of the enslaved. The Loyalist period saw the firstbiackunities,

Afenclaves of |l egally free blackso, develop in Birch
#'5ee the pioneering archaeological work of Charles
U S A Historical Archaeologys, no. 11971):31 7 and fAThe Kingsley Slave Cabi
F1 or i da ,TheCéntei@nce on Historic Sites Archaeology Papérk 7, ed. Stanley South

(Columbia: The Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology, 19720982Fairbanks was instrumental

beginning the archaeological discourse on housing, diet, and daily life among plantation slave communities.
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by Robert Schuyler as Athe spoken word, th

presere d beldvior. o

Theresa Singleton,@oneer in the field, recognizedat one cannot fully
understand the European colonial experience in the Americas without understaading th
of the African. She presentaddescription of the archaeology of the Africhaspora
that, when opened to inde explorations further north, wapplicable. Scholars working
within the archaeology of the African diaspora a@ito examine archaeological findings
from a wide range of sites and integrate them into the historiogaighteenth and
nineteenth century AfricaAmerican and/or AfricasCanadian life, rather than treating
them as isolated vignettes disconnected from historical analysis of the places and times
under consideratioff® She addedfollowing over twenty yearof work,
This heightened appreciation of African (American) archaeology is transforming
its goal from a study of a forgotten people to the study of the formation and
transformation of the black Atlantic world. Archaeologists engaged in this
research armcreasingly concerned with issues such as the analysis and
representation of cultural identity, race, gender and class; cultural interaction and
change; relations of power and domination; and the sociopolitics of archaeological
practice?*’

The archaeologon North MountainandiRg gl es 6 1000 asa e | and

primary goal the search for evidence of the ensl&edrchaeology on North Mountain

Robert Schuyler, AThe Spoken Word, The Written Wor
The Contexts Avai |l abTheCobhfarende breHisthnc Sitealachdeaogy Pagers i n

Vol. 10 No. 2(Columbia: The Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology, 1977)129; Kathleen A.

Deagan, f@ANeither History or PrehistoryHistribae Questi o
Archaeology?22, no.1 (1988): 7.

246 ||;
Ibid.
51, Too Am Americao: Ar éAinerieap lifeed.Therash A. Singlewn es of Af r
(Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 199

NorthA me r iAaraal Review of Anthropolo@y (1995): 119140.

2481n the American context this is titled Africakmerican archaeology. In the Nova Scotian context this is
titted African-Nova Scotian archaeology. However, in considering the latter term, weailtewly arrived
slaves in the nascent years of settlement recognize themashidiscanrNova Scotians? Theehaeology
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provideda means to shed light on a time, place and small cultural group recorded in
fragmentsand largelyforgotten. There wagalue in viewing archaeological findings

through the lens of the archaeology of the African diaspora and its broad spectrum of
scholarship. For over 40 years archaeologists have been developing the discipline of the
archaeology of théfrican diaspora. Numerous American sites have had the benefit of
lengthy research from Florida to New England. Comparison with the AfNosa Scotia
archaeological record, still in its infancy, to this tremersdeniume of scholarship

providedguidane and reference points to unfold another part of the diaspora story.

Included in the archaeology of the Africdiaspora in the Atlantic world veahe
archaeolgy of race When the archaeology of the African diaspora began to produce a
plethora of inform&on on slavery and plantation life, black settlements, urban
experiences, West African reflections, burial and ceremonial traditions, craft making,
foodways, housing, mastslave relations, resistance and agenesearch categories
began to develop su@s cultural identity, freedom from enslavement, and race or
racism?*® For this dissertatigrexploring notion®f race, ethnicity and racism wa
essentiaf>® Was there an Africaimerican/AfricanNova Scotian ethnic identity visible

in the archaeologicahateral record of North Mountain? Véahere evidence of the elite

of the African Diaspora tsvery broad description. A title that narrows the focus is Archaeology of
Atlantic Africa. Atlantic Africa represents the diverse African experiences in the Atlantic basin during the
era of African slavery. For the dissertation | include the movement of people of African descent up and
down the Atlantic, for example from New England to the Maritimes. A8eteaeology of Atlantic Africa

and the African Diasporaed. Akin Ogundiran and Toyin FaloléBloomington: Indiana University Press,

2008).

Charles E. Orser, Jr., 0(TheAnAulRéeveeda Anthppolo@’f t he Af r
(1998): 6382.

*Mark P. Leone et al, fAThe ArchaeaiumlRgvieadf Bl ack Ame

Anthropology34 (2005): 581. Drawing from PE Lovejoy and DV Trotman, Leone, et al, add that some
recent scholarship focuses less on race and more on ethniaigyatem of categorizing groups, which are
perceived to be largely biologically sqlérpetuating, share fundamental cultural values, comprise a
common field of communication and interaction and identify themselves and are identified by others as
constitding a recognizable group.
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that supported a racist social structure? These questions deguiredepth
interdisciplinary review oéll lines of evidence. They aohallenging questions that when
investigated has the potential to provide insight to the social dimensions of African
Nova Scotian settlement and daily life during thigal pioneering years of the Black and

White Loyalist migration.

Intellectual diretion for the thesis project begarth Paul Mulins and his
archaeological research in Indianapokor Mullinsracewa def i ned as fAsubj
that attempts to di senfpédsheexplansrti cul ar soc
This makes race ideological in the sense that it is constructed to serve particula
social interests and is typically championed by groups that seem to have
something to gain from selectively marg
materiality because racial subjectivity is a concrete experience structured by legal
and lived reality American racism has most often found its foundation in white
supremacyeéeéeConsequently, much of an arc
aspire to identify what whites secured from particular racial discourses, not simply
how blacks and other marginalizestial subjects were instrumentally
disempowered by antilack racisnf>?
This was the direction concerning Ruggles and North Mountain. What did Ruggles secure
by bringing slavesf/vants to North Mountain? How wihat Black Loyalist or original
African Nova Scotia experience visiblecahaeologically? Mullins insisted that race had
made some impressiom @ll material life. He stated i Al | mat erial consu
harbor some measure of racialized symbolism because no social processes are completely

dsconnect ed f r on Aehallengesfor the archaedlogfiie North

Mountain landscape wadetermining how race was materialized in that place. Mark

#®lsee Paul R. Mullins, fARacializing the Commonplace
Al ong t he V@oddAochaedlogy8eno. & (2006): 601.
252 |1
Ibid.
23 pid.
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Leone would ask, does the everyday material excavated mask unequal relationships
between groupor in this case, between Ruggles and his labodrémseginning this line
of inquiry requiredan understanding of the historical concept of race as a cultural
invention, a mechanism of social stratificatiaswell as its association wittoncepts of

identity 2°°

Materiality

Situated alongside the archaeol@distudy of landscape and racesvam

evaluation of the material culture record. Collections of artifacts proadedvantage

to the archaeologist that historicalaiments and landscape viewslicbnot. The

material record waa physical record of encounters, a medium of communication or a

doorway to past events and mindsets. J. D. Prown states it best:
The underlying premise (of material culture study) is that objects made or
modified by man riéect consciously or unconsciously, directly or indirectly, the
beliefs of the individuals who made, commissioned, purchased or used them and,
by extension, the beliefs of the larger society to which they beldriged.

In the stories of the Loyalist move nantard and the accompanying African diaspora as

explored on North Mountain, the majority of the matecidture or artifacts gae from

®Mark P. Leone, fAThe Aredhlaecgi ogly Wdér k diem| Amiya p Alr ic $ ¢
Historical Archaeology of the Chesapealed. Paul A Shakel and Barbara J. Little (Washington:

Smithsonian Institution Press, 1994), ZA28.

®Audrey Smedley, fARace and t Amercahdntwdpologisi®Oi . of Hu ma
(1999): 690702.

%) . D. Prown, AMind in Matter: An | nt rMattatlifd on t o N
in America, 160a1860,ed.Robert Blair St. George (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 19888.17

For similar thoughts see Simon J. Bronner, AVisible
Fol k1 o Amescan Quarterlg85s, no. 3 (1983): 3338. Anne Smart Martin and J. Ritchie Garrison,

American Material Culture: The Shape of the Figdahoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1997).
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the Elliott Site on the Ruggles Roahda possible labourer or slave quarter. The Elliott

site excavationwasnotrest ct ed t o a search fongeganoc i
artifact that verified Back people were there (such as blue beads, drilled coin charms,
decorated pipes or hidden caches) but rather a search for physical evidence of an

everyday living spacen a pioneer plantation landsc&pé The artifacts found wera

means of studying the people associated with them and interpreting their behavior and

culture.

In recent decades material culture studies in archaeology have shifted from
description and cksification to incorporate an anthropological approach that looks at the
role of objects in contemporary contexts.Moving beyond a positivist paradigm that
created descriptions of the material record (identification, typology and chronology) to an
interpretive approach for a recovery of meaning is now consitlbest practice.

Description wa not omitted. In fet, as lan Hodder emphasizdiistorical explanation
needs description of the particular. Anthropological inquiry can only progress with
completeor total descriptior>® Archaeological and historical context is just as necessary

in order to assign meaning or a reality to the material culture.

%73uch materials including locally made pots with marks on the base and seashells have become items
archaeologists hope to find on sites where a colonial African presence has been recorded. Such artifacts

have been studied in depth in an effort to understand agency, resistance, acculturation, creolization and

continuity. Archaeologists in the United States are now debating whether such ethnic markers are effective

for interpreting a majority of African Amerc an si tes fAbecause few yield robi
El ements of culture, as part of adaptive systems, b
Mar k P. Leone, et al, fAThe Archaeology of Bl ack Ame
®8Mat t hew D. Cochran and Mary C. Beaudry, fMateri al
The Cambridge Companion to Historical Archaeologg. Dan Hicks and Mary C. Beaudry (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2006), 192. Mary C. Beaudry,,etafi Ar t i f act s and Active )\
Culture as Sansla.l Di scourse, 0

9Beaudry, et al., Ibid., p. 273, 294.
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For the thesis, the approach described by Mary Beaudry, Lauren Cook and
Stephen Mrozowslkitiivre VAriettaeltpted.thke gow eA
advocatedh blending of an interpretive approach, as applied to symbolic and hegemonic
aspects of culture, with the archaeol ogi st

particular?®

Our approach attends boththe materiality of the daiatheir substantive and
functional roleg as well as to the ideological roles. Our concern for the
Asituatednesso of t he dadrchaegogicalmpt s us t
historical, institutional, and behavioural corttéxvhile avoiding the tendency to
treat meaning and context as static, suspended irftime.
Concerning the material culture from North Mountain, identification, typology, function
and chronadgy have been documented.wAder examination that incorporated
contempor ar y dastifadt disedureedanaby/sssvasplaed. Specifically,
in the framework bcultural hegemony, dithe artifacts suggest or cominicate a certain

relationshippetween Ruggles and his labourers or looking from the bottolmetypeen

the labourers and Ruggles?

Archaeology of Ideology

A thread that wa pulled in each of the discipés for the dissertation concerned

ideology?®? In each section ideology waxplored and discussed as a way to extract

#0hid., p. 274. For this group of archaeologists interpretive approaches in anthropology are characterized
by attention to world viewsrdelief systems and by a concern for meaning within its cultural and historical
contexts. Further to this, culture is seen as meaningfully constituted and cultural facts as observations
subject to multiple interpretations.

*%! |hid.

B2 ittl e, fiPeD@ 58 DawifyromH. Eagleton, Little provides six definitions of

ideology (for example ideas, beliefs and values produced by material processes or ideas and beliefs (true or
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meaning from the three nmarecords of the past deloped for the research. Ideological
concernsprung a number of questions specific to Timothy Ruggles, his servants and

slaves, and his plantatiof8.For exampl e, how did Ruggl es?d
amalgam of Loyalist (als@beled Royal American, Loyal American or Anglo

American), colonial elite, scientific gardener, and student of the Enlightenment, come

into play as he defined his life as a New Englander in Hakdancl in Nova Scotia? As
more wa& learned of the case studywas | nt eresting to contempl a
ideologyi ideas, beliefs and valuésvere expressed in the material dimension. Ruggles
ideology may be expressed in the layout of his landscapes or in the design of his home or

the artifacts found on hland grant. The material and @stape records may support

whatwa i n the archival record regarding Rugg
he ordeed his world. As artifacts wesnalyzed from the Elliott Site, it weauseful to

consider if the allections refle@dor symbolizelt he bel i efs or values

plantation workers.

Archaeologist Mark Leone wa®rrect when encouraging archaeologists to
consider ideology in their investigations. Ideology speaks directly to identity and to the
Aintell ectual climateo that exi s?®*aumhenat t he
attempting to interpret that past and the intersections between the people on any site or

landscape an exploration of ideology has the potential to clarify decisikimgrthat

false) of a specific, socially significant group or class) and depgrati the focus, six kinds of strategies.

These are unifying and hegemonic; action oriented, i.e., practical; rationalizing; legitimizing;

universalizing; and naturalizing.

#3The questions spring mainly from Ruggles not because this is a top down apiprimaiting at the past

but because more is known about him as an actor in the social, political and economic climates of

eighteenth century Massachusetts and in Nova Scotia. For challenges to the ideological approach as a

method of interpretationseeBehu y , et al ., #AArtifacts and Active Vo
#4bid., p. 64.
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affected transformations, mediations, practices, and development of the material record.
Connecting people and things leads to understanding culture(s) and illuminates the
historical context. Leone has employed a rdalfered ideological franveork in his
archaeological study of historic Annapolis, Maryland. Some of the individuals he has
researched are contemporary to Ruggles and comparable in terms of social, political and

economic status.

In exploring social differences, unequal wealth hietarchy in the seventeenth
and eghteenth centuries, Leone brougininind Michel Foucault and the ideology of
individualism when analyzing the domestic material remains of the colonial elite and
associated rules of etiquette, orderliness and uniformigystatd,i Peopl e i nt er na
the rules of etiquette as they used these items in the dining room, kitchen, toilet and
elsewhere in the home, and they turned themselves into punctual, orderly, segmentable
beings, ideal for the mketplace and workplacelhis was the ideology of
i ndi vi d%TnisWwas an int@resting concept when considering what is known
about Ruggles and his position in the Massachusetts colonial elite, but finding such

subtleties in a relatively small material collection is difficu

It waslikely that Ruggles prescribed to an ideologyafural hierarchy. Leone
arguedthat material remains, the architecture and especially the ornamental gardens and
designed landscapes of colonial Annapolis, suppi@i accepted ideology of naal
hierarchy?®® This was an interesting concept given Ruggles work as a scientific

gardener, something he is noted for in the historical records of Hardwick and North

L eone, fiThe Archaeol ogy o fDistipline and Bupigh; Tie Birth & the Mi c h e |
Prison(New York: Vintage Books, 1995).
%% eone, lbid., p. 226.
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Mountain. His concentrated gardening efforts and political efforts to establishsthe fi

country fair in Hardwick can be viewed as private and public demonstrations of his desire

to study and control nature. For Leone working in Annapolis, such efforts also
demonstrated place in the social dverrer archy
since society was a natur al p ff'eRegamiiagn on al s
Ruggles and his construction of seléntity, a natural hierarchy likely ordered his world

including the positions of his family members, servants, labourers ares$ sl&kor him

the message may have been that #Aclass or s

knew nature well enough to®®opy and contro

According to Beaudry, Cosfdidemlagical Mr oz o ws k
analysis caméomt he domi nant i deol ogy thesis as pe
function of ideology at the state le8%. Al t husser 6s thesis denies
capacity to formule their own ideologies, which was somethiminown with the
Ruggles case styd A fluid relationship ktween the ruler and the ruled smaot
considered in Leonebs case studies (i.e. W
consideration with the Ruggles case study. The relationship between Ruggles and his
labourers/servantparticularly on an active plantation such as Hardwick or a pioneering
plantation in the context of clearing the fdrea North Mountain, wanot silent. The
dominant ideology thesis implies social control by the elites as well as coercion but the

cauton for the Ruggles case study swahat was hggening at the other end. Wheresva

%7 bid., p. 225.

%% |hid.

Beaudry et al,AArtif-ag0s aAbHsActbee VoutcesAbt BidBse
|l deol ogi cal St kehirandRhipsophs and GtleEssaygNew Work: Monthly Review

Press, 1971).
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thevoiceor the flexibility of the other members of that relationship? Beaudry, Cook and
Mrozowski summarize as follows,

What we seek, then, is a cldsssed model of relatiships within and between

subcultures that is flexible enough to account for the accommodations of interest

that in fact occur among and between social classes and ethnic groups (and that

can be demonstrated to have occurred in the historical’past).

The goup promotedhe framework of cultural hegemony to mediate the above.
Adapted from the work of Marxist philosopher Antonica@isci, cultural hegemony
implied the dominance of one social group over another or the ruling of one sossal cla
over another; hoever, this wa not a passive relationship on behalf of those being
ruled?™* Gramsci viewednembers of the social classesdeveloping their own
competing ideologies focused on what they
relationships consistoftree got i ati on of these id¢el ogi es
essence of thetheorywa acti ve and shifting relationshi

opposed to a static, tagpwn dominating relationship. Cultural hegemony holds an

interesting analyticalgssibility for the Ruggles case study.

2701bid., p. 279280.
"1 Note that the reladinship is more complicated than mere dominance because it focuses on legitimation

and why the ruled are willing to follow the rulers.
272 bid.
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Archaeology of Colonialisnf’®

The archaeology of colonialisma a relatively new subisciplinein historical
archaeology, orsiit? For decades historical archaeologists have been researching,
excavating and compag sites, settlements and landscapes linked to the European
colonization of North America. Deetz defined it clearly in 1877However, in recent
years this scholarly focus with its varied themes has been put under the umbrella of the
archaeology of cohialism?”® This rebranding was not a simplification in identity but
recognition of over fifty years of scholarship and an opportunity to reposition
investigations in a pogirocessual frameworK® The archaology of colonialism
emphasizethe importancef archaeological (material) and historical (documentary)
research of colonialism working in tandera match for the investigation of the Loyal or
RoyalAmerican Timothy Ruggles, his colonial ideals and his colonization efforts on
North Mountain. The @haeobgy of colonialism also confirmetiat colonization took

many shapes and forms depending on the circumstances of colonization, goals of the

273 Colonialism, as defined by Susan Lawrence and Nick Shepherd, covers the purposes of this project:

fi Co | o ninvelaes thecerpansion of one state or polity into the territory of another and the

establishment of settlements subject to that parent state. Expansion may be accomplished by conquest or by
trade, and includes political, economic, social, cultural aydhwlogical dimensions. Colonialism is the

process by which new societies emerge in both the new territories and the core because of colonization, and

the new systems of relationships that result. Colonial sites might be defined culturally as thpssloccu

during the first generation or two of colonization, or politically as any from the period that precedes

independence from the homeland. Colonialism appears as a complex, layered process, whose implications
extend to the writing and practice of histor and ar chaeol ogy, and our wunder st
Lawrence and Nick Shepherd, A Hi Fhe CambradgelConfpanmmta e ol o gy
Historical Archaeology69.

2" Deetz,In Small Things Forgotten

25varied themes such as thelaaeology of French colonial America, the archaeology of the British

colonization of the Caribbean, the archaeology of Spanish colonialism, British military sites on Lake

Champlain, the Dutch in seventeenth century New York, the English in New Englaad;hiheology of

slavery and plantation life, etc.

®*Bonnie G. McEwan and Gregory A. Wasel kov, fACol oni s
t he A meistoricahArchaeologyd7, no. 4 (2003): 2.
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colonizers and the responses of the colonfZédoined is the international extension of

colonial systems ancbmparisons to sites around the world.

Archaeologists Susan Lawrence and Nick Shepherd segdestat fAcol oni al
best understood as material phenomenon, wherein the power lies in new sets of material
culture and practices associated with a symbelind %®8uctba notion relatet one
of the more interesting tests for thadglles project. At what level wdhe material
record on North Mountain connected to the symbolic centre of Alglerican New

England andite mother country Britain, and wé#hd link visible?

The Archaeology of Race

The study of race in North America, within an archaeological framework and
particular to African slavery, gathered momentum in the late 1970s as tdéssigiine
of plantation archaeology began to fully develgprly research projects directed by
archaeologists such as William Kelso (Kingsmill Plantation and Monticello), Jim Deetz
(FIl owerdew Hundred), |l vor Noel Hume ( Mar ti
(Cannonbdés Point Plantat i orGarrow(vauppah bBnd mas Wh e
Curriboo Plantationskparked a wave of scholarship about the Afriéamerican past
revealed through the buried material recamt the subject of race could not be
d.279

ignore As more plantation sites were excavated, the academagdmkhifted from

277 1hi
Ibid.
. awrence and Shephaedl,odgyianorCochonihal i sm, o 71.
29\While at Monticello, as a student in the University of Virginia archaeology field school in the mid
1980s these works were new or in progress and of discussion. Kelso, Deetz and Noel Hume were also on
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a search for distinct settlement patterns to artifacts interpreted as illustrating particular
AAf ri cani s msaversedskave relatonshigs.sih recent years, with more
fieldwork and wider comparative analysis, focus shiftgaimto agency, resistance,

identity, landscape and the process of the larger African dia&fora.

This dissertation is not directly about the archaeology of race however there is
relevance in considering race. Firstly, working with the scholarship sufirtgirace in
tandem with théNorth Mountain archaeology helpgthce aside notions of whiteness
potentially carried by the researcfi&r.In the Maritime Provines the framework of
whiteness wa reinforced historically by the fact that the regional poputadf slaves in
the eighteenth century was small among a much larger population of European and
Anglo-American white€®? Also, given the history of slavery in the Maritime (and
Canadiaip pastas a whole had fundamentally disappeared as part of any pyblica
communicated narrative until the late 1990s, the small population was considered a less
intense or | ess present population, and an
theme ascribed to the American northeast. Following this ascriptivasifurther

concluded that because slavery was not a significant presence (concerning size) on the

hand to provide towsrof their project areas. Charles Fairbanks conducted pioneering plantation

investigations at the Kingsley Plantation in Georgia in the late 1960s however his emphasis was ethnicity,
identifying material remnants of Africa and the cultural lives of slaves.

280 pjstinct changes in settlement occurred as the plantation economy gathered strength and newly imported
Africans in America transformed to generations of Afridemericans. See Alexandra Chan, Theresa A.
Singleton, Maria Franklin, James Delle, Thomagé&pon, Paul Mullins, Mark P. Leone, Robert Fitts,

Michael Blakey and Cheryl La Roche, Akin Ogundiran and Toyin Falola. Full references available in the
bibliography.

21 For this researcher, an inherent reference point when considering the recent hurimatupasy the

past of the enslaved originates from a frameworthemiddle-class, white Canadian.

%82 At the end of the American Revolution is it estimated that 30,000 Loyalists left the United States for

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edwardnsl (Maritime Provinces of Canada). Among this

Loyalist exodus north were an estimated 3000 free Black Loyalists and 2500 enslaved Black Loyalists. The
Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management reviewed population figures for the Loyalist era based on
hi storical documents in their collection. See the N
Age of Slavery and Abolition. o
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Maritime landscape, it did not warrant social anal§&isSupporing this constructed
whiteness wa the longaccepted narrative that slavery dhd generabppression of the

Black population in this period happened elsewfi&re.
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3.1 Runaways | av e advertisement for 6Jamesbd property
of Falmouth, Nova Scotia, 22, May 1781. (NSARM, Nova Scotia Gazette,
22 May 1781, p. 3, MFM 8159)

Secaodly, an djective of the dissertation researchsvia develop insights

regarding Nova Scotiads first significant

#35ee Robert Paynter, fAThe Cul t RateaWdtietirenaedlsgy i n We st
Identity,ed. Charles E. er, Jr. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2001);11256 . Paynter 6s
framework of whiteness for Massachusetts holds salience for the Loyalistdesia artension to Nova

Scotia andhe Maritime Provinces. Regarding the point on social analysigs interesting to debate the

idea of such a research project among fellow students. Some expressed that because relatively few slaves

were in the Maritimes the subject matter of slavery did not warrant serious exploration and even questioned
whether e could say slavery even existed or had impact in the region.

#41bid. Paynter frames this well for New England but it easily applies to Nova Scotia. This narrative is

gradually being corrected as historians and archaeologists in North America expilist aod discuss in
academic and public forums Canadads history of sl av
understanding of race and racism stems beyond the academic realm. Living and working in a North

American urban context dominatéy a historicallyrooted white Anglo social structure, the researcher has

witnessed the impact of racial categorizations and hierarchies among African Nova Scotians as well as First
Nations individuals.
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Therefore, weking with the scholarship helpaad the understanding of the ideas,
concepts and practices tltaeated race in North America, particularly agrthe

eighteenth century. It veamportant to be aware of the established racialized framework
in the Revolutioney War/ Loyalist era and how wassustained. Was the framework
based on economic terms ahna managefabourer or planteslave relationship, or

legal tems as with free whiteanfree Backs relationship, or power terms as with elites
(whites) and subordates (slaves)? The thesis ain@tearn about the history of racial
divisions in NovaScotia society when combining archaeological evidence, the historical

record and an analysis of landscape under an umbrella of race scholarship?

For nearly thirty years araleologist Charles Orser, Jr. haldced emphasis on the
subject of race and racizhtion gradually spreading beyond the realm of the African
American experience to that of the Chinese in California and the Irish in their homeland
and later New York City® As a leading schotdn the field, Orser emphasizéuat
historical archaeologdis working ina North American context could noterlook race
and racism in theiinvestigations. Though he dibt expect the subject of race to become
the central topic in archaeological investigatiangrginalizing its significance vgaa
mistake. Heexplains,

Archaeologists of the modern world can no longer reasonably ignore race as a

subject for several important reasons. First race and racial categorization have

been prominent ideas in world history, particularly within the United States,

where rac a | constructs are inseparable from
cherished beliefs about race have considerable historical depth, and to understand

285 Race and the Archaeology of Identit€harles EOrser, Jr.Race and Practice in Archaeological
Interpretation(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004). Charles E. Orsgnelr.,

Archaeology of Race and Racialization in Historic Ame(i@ainesville: University Press of Florida,

2007). Orser, in the preface &ace and Practice in Archaeological Interpretatisimply defines race as

fa | abel that asserts the identification of individ
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the many dimensions of modern race, we should be familiar with its
antecedent séé. As emtral coaceptual infienotiorsofof t he ¢
modernityo it es pevoridarthheplogistetho exammethe moder
phenomenon as closely as possihfe.

Background Archaeological Context

This project does not represent the first archaeological research oathelBlyalists
in Nova Scotia. Archaeological fieldwork in early AfricAlova Scotian settlement
began in the 1990s and a number of survey and excavation projects have taken place
since that time establishing a foundation for additional research andhigtaical
287

inquires=®" The following outlines in cursory detail the background archaeological work

that led to this project.

28 Orser,Race and the Archaeology of Identigy

%7 gee bibliography for archaeology reports on file with the Nova Scotia Museum and publications by
Laird Niven, Stephen Davis, and Stephen Powell. Also, see MA thesis by Heather Macleod Leslie
(Carleton University, 2001) and MEDS thesis by Catherinér€ntRobins (Dalhousie University, 2002).
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3.2 Archaeology at a workshop site on Thomas Jeff
Monticello, Virginia. (L. Niven, Monticello A rchaeology Field School, University

of Virginia, 1986)

An interest in Black historical archaeology began in 1986 while excavating Thomas
Jeffersonbés sl ave street, Mul berry Row, at
Charlottesville, Virginia. Undehe direction of William Kelso, hanesn training and
insight was gained concerning unveiling the daily lives and hidden past of marginalized

peopl es. That experience on Athe mdunt ain

archaeological work
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33A |l idar i mage of Thomas Jeffersondés home Monti cc¢
the main house (in black), where many of the enslaved lived and worked. As a student under

William Kelso, the focus was excavation in the nailery. Image is from aucrent research project

titled fiReassessment of Mulberry Row.-andd See http:
collections/mulberry-row-reassessment.

Archaeology in Virginia came at the end o
University researching and ving aboutthe most significangighteentkcentury material
culture assemblage ever retrieved from the City of HafffaBetween the two
experiences, academic interest in the eighteenth century, the Revolutionary War period
and the movement of people indaout and up and down the Atlantic northeast was

solidified. As opportunities to explore the African Nova Scotia past transpired, these

28 Catherine Cottreau, Stephen A. Davis and Laird Nivetifacts from Eighteenth Century Halifax

(Halifax: Saint Maryodés University, 1987). The town
by the Bitish in 1749 as a counter to the Fortress of Louisbourg controlled by the French in Cape Breton

Island. Artifacts, particularly the 25,000 specimen ceramic collection, represent the founding years of the

city up until the late nineteenth century indwstperiod.
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early experiences provided a point of reference in terms of archaeology sites, scholars and

publications 2%

Bob Brooks NSARNM accession no. 1983-468 vol. 16 www.gow.ns.cainsammi ¢ 2011

3.4 Seawew African United Baptist Church in the community Africville, Halifax,
Nova Scotia. (Acc. No. 198468 vol. 16 / negative sheet 5 image 36, NSARM, Halifax)

Preparation for the Africville archaeology project in 1992, which signaled the
beginning of Back achaeology in Nova Scotia, begary particular interest in the early
Black history ofNova Scotia. It was during the Africville project that | learned of the
Black Loyalist journey from the eastern United States to the Maritimes in 1783. The
story of thelLoyalists had always been prominent in the historiography of colonial Nova
Scotia. Until the 1990s, the story of the Black Loyalists had largely been invisible except

for a few historans researching early Canadidadk history’®® The standard Canadian

28911 1992 while a student in the Faculty of Architecture at Dalhousie University, an opportunity came to
direct an excavation in the former community of Africville in the far north end of Halifax. Africville was a
black community established ihe early nineteenth century along the shores of the Bedford Basin. The
community was razed in the 1960s as part of an aggressive urban renewal program. Since that time
Africville has been the focus of academic study and political debate. Fodaptnsociological study see
Donald H. Clairmont and Dennis W. Magififricville: The Life and Death of a Canadian Black
CommunityToronto: Canadian Scholars Press, 1987). For details on the archaeology see Catherine M.A.
CottreauRo b i n s, AEx Sewaafieawn AbfT iche United ARRapotogyint Chur c
Nova Scotia, 1992, 1993 and 19@4l. Stephen Powell, Nova Scotia Museum Curatorial Report 95

(Halifax, 2001), 5670. A replica of the Seaview Church with an interpretation centre emnomating the

story of Africville was constructed and opened to the public in the fall of 2011.

2% Robins WinksThe Blacks in Canada: A Histofilew Haven: Yale University Press, 1971); James W.

St. G. Walker,The Black Loyalist§Halifax: Ddhousie Univesity Press, 1976); Ellen Gibson Wilsdrhe

Loyal BlackgNew York: Capricorn Books, 1976).

116



historical narrative halleen one centered on the Underground Railroad and Canada as
the end of the road to freedom. Canadian Black history in the age of slavery was
unfamiliar and unspecified. This gap in the story of African Nova Scotians was noted

with preliminary research in 1992 and inwgated in depth with this dissertation

Black Loyalist Archaeology in Nova Scotia

Contemporary to the Africville archaeology project was the initial interest in the
community of Birchtown, Shelburne County, Novao8a. Municipal government in the
area made plans to place a landfill near Birchtown. The decision became widely
publicized and controversial when Africéfova Scotia residents of Birchtown
developechwareness about the historic roots of the villagk\ariced similarities with
other black communities in the province, like Africville, that had municipal dumps placed
nearby despite resident protest. Points in the media were direct concerning ongoing
racism that sanctioned landfills in the communitieblafva Scoti ads mar gi nze
peoples>® The landfill location was changed and historical and archaeological interest in

Birchtown, as the largest freda8k community in North America in the late eighteenth

1 gee the web siBlack Loyalists: Our History, Our Peopé
http://www.blackloyalist.com/canadiandigitalcollection/blhs/archaeology.htm A The event t hat =
Birchtown Archaeological Survey was the announcement that Fox Ridges, an area just outside of

Birchtown, was being considered as a great prospect for a nemaklandfill. The society felt that

placing a landfill at Fox Ridges would be another act in the continuing saga of placing landfills in areas

important to black history. The Society, with many other community members, protested the landfill and

theyint i ated the search for funds to conduct an archae
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century (population approximately 1500), was ldhett This interest is sustained

today??

Archaeologist Laird Niven was responsible for muchhefarchaeological
investigationin Birchtown. Every year from 1993 to 2000 Niven conducted research,
field surweys, field testing, excavation, mapping or photography and documented
archaeological resources in the original Loyalist land grant area. A general goal was to
locate archaeological resources on the landscape and totassestential for
archaeologicahistorical and ethnographic information on the Black Loyalist migration
and settlement. Over eighteen Black Loyalist sites have been recorded, and some have
been investigated in collaboration with th

Anthropobgy Department and the Black Loyalist Heritage Socféfy.

By the middle 1990s, Black Loyalist history and its connection to Nova Scotia had
become recognized as an i mportant yet | arg
immigrants of African descentn 1998, a two year research initiative on the Black
Loyalists was undertaken by the History Section of the Nova Scotia Museum. The focus
of the initiative was research, public education and community partnership and

devel opment . Ti tk eldo yiRleimetmb,er Blnagc Bl @emmuni

292 Architectural andexhibitdesign plans for the estruction of the Black Loyalist Heritage Cenime
Birchtown are complete. Sod turning for the new museum occurred in June 2@¥2ing the project are
members of the Black Loyalist Historical Society, the Department of Communities, Culture and Heritage,
the Nova Scotia Museurand the local community. The heritage centre will become part of the Nova
Scotia Museunpvingal ugenmnsl y of pr

293 gee Bibliography for a listing of publications by Laird Niven.
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resulted in community collaborations, publications, web sites, film and slide productions,

archaeological, documentary and ethnographic collections and exfibits.

A Remembering Black Loyalists, Black Communitieso v
the Department of Canadian Heritage and by the History Section of ttee®¢mtia Museum. Partnerships

were formed with the communities of Birchtown and Tracadie as well as the Black Cultural Centre for

Nova Scotia and the Learning Resources Technology Division and the African Canadian Services Division

of the Nova Scotia Depiament of Education. The ethnographic, historical and archaeological information

collected during the project is available through the Nova Scotia Museum. See the web site
http://museum.gov.ns.ca/Bldolyalists/
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3.5 AA New Map ofAnNisterieal aSdcStatistical Bccdumt of Mova Scotiay Thomas
Chandler Haliburton (Halifax, Joseph Howe, 1829). A map compiled after the immigration of
approximately 40,000 Loyalists to Nova Scotia at the end of the American Revolution but prior to the
abolition of slavery in the British Empire in 1834. Green indicates noted Black Loyalist settlements.
Blue indicates the larger Black Loyalist settlements of Birchtown irShelburne County andTracadie

in Guysborough County. Red indicates the thesis study area ihé¢ Annapolis Valley.
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During the project two areas were targeted for archaeological fieldwork. These
wereBirchtown, given previously recorded finds and the historic designation as a key
debarkation and settlement point for the Black Loyalists, and Ti|g@a8000 acre
Crown land grant area settled in 1787 by sewmtye Black Loyalists located in

Antigonish and Guysborough Counties at the northeastern end of the province.

3.6 A black woodcutter at Shelburne, Nova Scotia in 1788. Watercolor by W#m Booth.
See the collection of the National Archives of Canada, Ottawa. {€0162)

Considering the archaeological investigations that had taken place in Birchtown since
1993, the main objective of the ARemember:
project was to gain a deeper understanding of the settlement through the testing and
excavation of selected featur@s. Three field investigations took place: surveying the

Goulden andicker properties which wemuspected of having belonged to Colonel

SteplenBlucke, the man who led thdd®k Loyalists in Birchtown; testing of a Black

2% gtephen Powell and Laird NiveArchaeological Surveys in Two Black Communities, 1998: Surveying
the Tracadie Area and Testing Two Sites in Birchto@uratorial Report 92, (Halifax: Nova Scotia
Museum, 2000), 4.
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Loyalist dwelling neth of the town to confirnits late eighteenth centutyme frame and
the bisection of a rock mound in order to record stratigraphic and artifactual data tha
would illuminate questions regarding the age, cultural affiliation and function of the

mound (one mound in a series of twetwyp).>%®

3.7 Acker Site archaeological excavation in Birchtown, Nova Scotia. Is this the home of
Stephen Blucke? (R. Plader, Nova Scotia Museum, 1998)

Tracadie had not had the benefit of previous field investigation therefore basic
archaeological survey of the land grant was organized. The goal was to locate and
document settlement features aes associated with th&87 Back Loyalists. Sixteen

areas of archaeological interest were recortféd.

29 hid.
27 pid.
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3.8 Crown | and map showing the AThree Thousand Acr e
SeventyThr ee Ot herso in 1787. Located in atwasttedi e, Guy
focus of archaeological survey in 1998 as part of t
Bl ack Loyalists, Black Communitieso. (NSARM, Halifa

Archaeological work in Birchtown and Tracadie in 1998 resulted in over 16,000

recovered artifas andengthyassociated documentation. Seventeen new Black Loyalist

sites were also recorded. Data from both study areas contributed heavily to my Master of

Environmental Design Studies thesis. The focus of the thesis was the early domestic

architectue of the free Black Loyalists. The central question was, what were the initial

shelters built by the free Black Loyalists when they arrived in Nova Scotia and how did

these shelters evolve as they made Birchtown and Tracadie their home in the late

eighteath century?®

M8CottreadRobi ns, fADomestic Architecture of the

Bl ack

the 19982000 Nova Scotia Museum initiative, including archaeological, historical and ethnographic data,

was tremendously helpful to the thesis project. Also ingminvas the opportunity to work as an

archaeologist on the field projects in Tracadie and Birchtown. Additional data for the thesis came from a

1993 archaeology fieldschool project in Birchtown. See Stephen A. Davis and Laird Niven,
AArchaeol asghaal &1 eAkDi 12, Birchtown,
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3.9 Completing a line of shovel test pits on the Thomas Brownspriggs 1787 land grant in
Tracadie, Guysborough County, Nova Scotia. (S. Powell, Nova Scotia Museum, 1998)

The thesis work required an intensive study of the historiograptinedlack Loyalists
particularly concerning their skills, geographical and climatic settings prior to Nova
Scotia, housing and domestic life, and Revolutionary War exymrse Experiences were
diverse. Perhaps none more divetsmn the voyages in theansport ships north in 1783
1784 where newlreed Black Loyalists sailed beside the enslaved with their white

Loyalist master§®®

the MEDS thesis work, Heather MacLebdslie completed a Masters thesis with a Birchtown focus. The
focus was the application of geographic information system (GIS) technmld®jrchtown archaeological

data and historic maps. See Heather Mactleads | i e , AUnderstanding the Use o
Century Black Loyalist Community: Birchtown, Nova S
21 pid., fBo oKir GOyfCarktery Commandn-Chief of the Britih Army, ordered the

listing of Black Loyalists leaving New York by ship in the Book of Negroes. There are three copies
available: the English copy at the National Archives in Kew, England; the Ameripgratthe National
Archives in Washington, DC; and the Nova Scotia copy at the Nova Scotia Archives and Records
Management, Halifax. The Nova Scotia copy is believed to be a copy of the British original made in the
late eighteenth or early nineteenth egpt The Book of Negroes is invaluable to researchers focused on
the black Loyalists. It records the name, age, place of residence, former master, physical appearance,
family members, stas and year of escape of eadadk Loyalist during this particuteevacuation. The
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The Nova Scotia Museum Black Loyalist research project produced a rich collection
of historical evidence about the nevitged Black Loyalists and their pioneer settlements
in the province. As an archaeologist and researcher, the question sparked while working
in Birchtown and Tracadie was what of the Black Loyalists who disembarked in Nova
Scotia as enslaved workers and set® Where can we find evidence of their lives?

Such questions foretlthe basis of the doctorate research developedffere.

e ¥V ood®E ) vt 378 ‘
.

d LS

i
New-York, A7 .vjﬁf‘f {1'783.-

" gencern, that the Bearer hereof &
. é_f? fin:?“""“.‘f' — :
a Negro, reforted to the Briti(h Lines, in con- '
A fequence of the P tions of Sir William f
! Howe,and Sir Henry Clinton, late Commanders
| in Chiefin America ; and that the faid Negro
has hereby his Excelleticy Sir Guy Carleton’s
Permiffion to go to Nova-Scotia, or wherever

elfe ¥/« may think prbpcr. =

—— =

By Order of Brg' adier Genmeral Birch, i
3.10 A ACertificate of Freedom, 0 i ssued to bl ack

American Revolution. This certificate, dated 1783, belonged to Cato Ramsay, a Black Loyalist found
in Birchtown, Nova Scotia. (MG1 Vol. 948, No. 196, NSARM, Halifax)

listing also indicates if a person served in a department of the British Army and all persons who possess a
certificate of freedom.

3% From an archaeological standpoint, the question of where to find sites in the province that may contain
evidence of the enslaved was critical. So little was known but the historical research in the late 1990s at the
Nova Scotia Museum brought to the fore the fiBook
arriving in Nova Scotia from New York in 83. A survey of the Book of Negroes and the slave owners

listed within provided clues to the location of slaves in the province.
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As described above, the archaeological information about the Black Loyalists to
date has been developed principally viite understanding of free Black settlements and
communities in mind. Creating a data base of sites that demonstrate a Black Loyalist
presence in known areas of settlement has been a*fcBfack Loyalist archaeological
researchd relatively new in Nov&cotiatherefore the initial years have concentrated on
locating anddentifying remains on the better known communities. Some sites have been
excavated to confirm Black Loyalist affiliation and to study material culture and daily
life. Domestic sitesrbm the most rudimentary subterranean shelter to the more
prosperous dwelling have provided interesting comparisons in status and standard of
living within the free black communifi?? In contrast, the Ruggles archaeology projects
described in the next s&mn, represent original research about the Black Loyalists from
the perspectives of the slave holder in a plantation context and the unfree labourers who

worked to create a particular landscape on the side of North Mountain.

%1 The Nova Scotia archaeology site database is managed by the Nova Scotia Museum, Heritage Division,
Department of Tourism, @ture and Heritage, Province of Nova Scotia. The database is a comprehensive
record of all recorded archaeology sites in Nova Scotia ranging from the Palaeo Indian period

(approximately 12,000 years BP) to recent historic times.

CottreauRo bi ns, i é DAmebitecture of the Black Loyalistsod
Fieldschool atWadThiBthe HbrAedof StephervBiydkgwell and NivenArchaeological

Surveys in Two Black Communitiégtention to early free black settlement cownkgs with a PhD

dissertation recently completed in the Archaeology Department, Memorial University, Newfoundland.

Heather Macleod eslie investigated Black Loyalist identity from the perspective of ninetemttury free

black communities in Delaps Cqv&nnapolis County and Rear Monastery, Guysborough County. The title

of her dissertation is fiSankofa: An Archaeol ogical
Nova Scotia MacleodLeslie uses a comparative approach and archaeologicaheeidi®om a later

period rather than the case study approach situated in the eighteatithy undertaken here.
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Summary of Research

This section details the archaeological research that occurred on North Mountain in
the fall of 2007, summer of 2008 and fall of 2009. Background archaeological context is
provided prior to the archaeological data. The data are presented chronologically
accoding to field project. The specific details of the artifacts and features recorded in the
field are listed in several tables and depicted in photographs and figures. The artifacts
and features recorded informed the theoretical considerations presatyéal e

chapter. Data are followed by a general discussion of results.

North Mountain Archaeology

Archaeology field work in the form of reconnaissance survey, test excavation and
site excavation was conducted on specific areas of the originakt@®0and grant on
North Mountain, Annapolis County issued to Timothy Ruggles in 178% archaeology
was conducted at different periods from 2007 to 2009 and according to the standards and
guidelines of the provincial archaeology permitting system utideRova Scotia Special
Places Protection AG> The archaeology field objectives, methodologies, and results

are outlined below in chronological order.

393 egally, archaeology in Nova Scotia cannot occur without a trained archaeologist obtaining a heritage
research permit for the project/workordetails on the heritage research permit application and permitting
process and accompanying legislation Isie://gov.ns.cal/tch/heritage specialplaces.dsach heritage
research permissued is entered into a provincial database and given a permit number. The permit
numbers for the North Mountain work are A2007NS76, A2008NS45, and A2009NS113.
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3.11 Map of Nova Scotia with counties indicated. Study area is within the North Mountain
area of Annapolis County and marked by the black arrow. (Service Nova Scotia and
Municipal Relations, 2011)

The search for a terrestrial record of Ruggles anthbisurers on North Mountain
waslinked to the following dissertaticguestions: Whatwas NovaSeth s | andscape
slavery in the late eighteenth century? Can archaeological evidence contribute to a
description of slavery for Nova Scotia in this time period? Does examination of a case
study support the argument that Ruggles and perhaps other Loyamtsijally within
his peer group, worked to-mgeate and continue in Nova Scotia life ways that were so
successful for them in New England¥as the archaeological record slarito the
historical when it cam the enslaveid sparse and fragmented® The achaeological
fieldwork attemptedo address the questiong teetermining if such evidence wa

detectable or visible on remnant eighteecghtury landscapes. Three heritage research

Mwhitfield, fABIl ack®lavddoyal i sts and BI
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permits for archaeological research were isgshemligh the coursef the dissertation

field project. The first permit in 2007 addressed the reconnaissance survey of the
property. The second permit (2008) addressed specific areas for testing and excavation
identified through the 2007 survey. The third permit (2009)faathe survey of an

additional portion of the Ruggles grant that only became accessible in the fall of that year.

2007 Archaeology

The primary goal of the first stage of fieldwork in 2007 was to get a sense of the
physical terrain of the Ruggles grami;luding the topography, geology, flora and fauna,
and its current segmentation with modern houses, barns, fields and roads in comparison to
the few historical maps on file at the Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management.
(Figure 3.123% Such first stge field work is called reconnaissance survey. The second
goal of the fieldwork and an important part of the surveas to identify any
archaeological points of interest that required targeted investigation during the following

season. The third goal w#o build relationships with the landowners and community

3% |Important at the initial survey stage isdevelop an understanding of the natural history, topography and
geology of the study area. According to M. Simmons, D. Davis, L. Griffiths and A. Muedatimal

History of Nova ScotiaRuggles Road on North Mountain falls within the Basalt Ridge distfithe Fundy

Coast theme region. The Fundy Coast theme region is a climatic and vegetation transition zone dominated
by basaltic rocks. The basaltic rocks are richer in nutrients being better supplied with both calcium and
magnesium than other soils hovee lower in phosphorous. This pattern of soil formation on the North
Mountain Basalt Ridge (District 720) is also inundated with patches of reddish glacial till. The basalt Ridge
provides evidence that glacial ice moved across it both southwards amdéardg at different times. The
southern side of North Mountain, where the study area lies, has a steep scarp slope with softer erodable
sediments. Regarding vegetation, the region is a transition zone. Red and White Spruce is abundant as well
as Maple, Rie, Birch, and Fir with Sugar Maple, Yellow Birch and Beech at higher elevations. Regarding
fauna, deer populations are large and richer soils in the basaltic rock areas support diverse woodland soll
fauna. M. Simmons, et dllatural History of Nova Sciat 2 (Halifax, 1989), 659%672.
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