




to presenting their work and in their familiarity with certain 
types of planning. 

This was due not to any inferiority or superiority, but 
almost entirely co a complete and almost fundamental differ­
ence in the method of teaching and the general approach co 
design prevailing in the different schools, and also to the 
fact that the comperitions were held between persons who 
were srill under instruction and whose course of study had 
not been completed. 

Competitions in architectural design between persons 
whose instruction and practice in it varied so greatly in ex­
tent, was obviously ridiculous, and resulted in the develop­
ment of a situation where each award of the judges carried 
with it the inference that such and such a school was produc­
ing better results than another and vice versa. 

Such inferences were without foundation and certainly 
were not justified by the record of graduates of the various 
schools. 

The purpose of academic instruction in an architectural 
school is to prepare the student thoroughly for his subse­
quent career as a practising architect. It is on the quality of 
the finished product, not the embryo, that a school must be 
judged. The manner of teaching or the relative emphasis 
placed on any one subject at any given time prior to comple­
tion of the course, is of no importance, provided the ultimate 
object is attained. 

It was never the intention of the Institute to prejudge 
the work of the schools, and certainly not to set one school off 
against another. Neither did it intend to influence in any 
way, nor to interfere with the teaching methods established 
and followed by any particular staff. There is no doubt that 
more than one of the schools felt that such was the actual 
effect of the competitions. 

The method of teaching in the four schools differs great­
ly; some of them are closely allied to University Depart­
ments of Fine Art, the others with Engineering, with the 
result that curricula and time tables have to adjust themselves 
accordingly. Again there exists great differences in the 
approach co design on the part of the staffs. But in all, the 
same object is in view; namely, the training of competent 
Architects. Your Committee feels that no action on the part 
of the Institute should in any way interfere with the attain­
ment of that object, by imposing upon the regular courses of 
instruction any superfluous additions to the curricula of the 
schools. 

In abandoning the competitions your Committee feels 
that it has relieved itself of a great deal of work of a particu­
lar kind. It feels, however, that there exists in the profes­
sion a need for some intelligent direction toward improving 
the technical equipment of the average practitioner, and 
suggests that some step be taken in that direction by future 
Committees. 

ART, SCIENCE AND RESEARCH 

Mr. W. J. Abra, (F), Chairman of the Art, Science and 
Research Committee, reports as follows:-

"This Committee during the year has confined its work 
largely to obtaining information of particular interest to our 
profession from the work carried on by the National Re­
search Council, the Forest Laboratories of Ottawa, the 
Department of Mines and Resources, the Insurance Depart­
ment and the Canadian Engineering Standards Association. 
Lists of the publications of these Departments have been and 
will continue to be published in the Journal, and all Mem­
bers of the Institute may avail themselves of this literature 
if they so desire. 

"Mr. Eric Temple of the Committee has been appointed 
to act in connection with the National Art Gallery, and Mr. 
H. A. McCurry, the Director of the Gallery, assures us that 

he .will gladly work with us co promote the publicising of 
anything that may be of interest to Architects bearing on 
National Art. 

"The efforts of the Committee co provide easy access co 
information of value co the profession, have met with whole­
hearted response from all government officials, and we owe 
them our thanks for anything we have been able to 
accomplish." 

CANADIAN CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION AND THE R.A.I.C. 

Mr. W. J. Abra, (F), Chairman also of the Joint Commit­
tee of the Canadian Construction Association and the 
R.A.I.C., reports as follows:-

"The principal question tO be settled by this Committee at 
the present time is the revision of the Uniform Contract 
Form adopted by this Committee, and in use by both bodies, 
also the promotion of the use of a standard form of architects' 
certificate. Progress has been made and these matters should 
be completed shortly." 

DUTY ON PLANS 

Mr. Alcide Chausse, (F), Chairman of the Committee on 
Duty on Plans, reports as follows: 

"The best method of sending competition drawings across 
the U.S. border to be entered in competitions and for no 
other purpose, is for the competitor to make arrangements, 
before sending the plans, with some responsible person on 
the other side, to call for the designs at the Cusroms House 
in whatever city the competition is co be held. 

"Investigation into the matter of duty on plans entered by 
the Kresge Company Limited for addition to their score at 
51 Vaughan Road, Toronto, showed that these plans were 
'properly entered at Customs'; a similar investigation regard­
ing plans for the Holy Angels' Roman Catholic Parish in St. 
Thomas is now under way and the Committee awaiting 
report from the Customs Division of the Department of 
National Revenue." 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Mr. Forsey Page, (F), Acting Chairman of the Editorial 
Board of the Journal, reports as follows:-

"War conditions have so far not interrupted the steady 
progress shown by the Journal since its re-organization in 
1937. The encouraging improvement in its financial status 
is outlined in the Auditor's report. 

"Several ideas suggested during the year have been adopted 
by the Board; namely, the presentation of Journals to stu­
dents in the fourth and fifth years of the Schools of Architec­
ture, the publication of a special students' number, consist­
ing of designs chosen as the best work of each year in the 
Schools of Architecture and text pertaining to architectural 
training, the publication of special numbers with material 
compiled and edited entirely by one of the Provincial Asso­
ciations, the printing of the 1940 membership list in a more 
convenient and attractive book-form, the lisring of all mem­
bers called up for active service as the Board is notified by the 
Provincial Association Secretaries. 

"Two members of the Editorial Board resigned during 
the year for service in the Army; Colonel Mackenzie Waters, 
whose ability and interest in the welfare of the Journal had 
made him a most valuable Chairman, and Lieut. Richard 
Fisher, who will be greatly missed also. Mr. Forsey Page 
is Acting Chairman, on appointment of the Executive 
Committee." 

EXHIBITIONS AND AWARDS 

Mr. R. S. Morris, Chairman of Committee on Exhibitions 
and Awards, reports as follows:-
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"Owing to conditions within the profession brought about 
by the war, the Committee on Exhibitions and Awards has 
not been acrive during the past year except for the recording 
of past experiences and members' views regarding future 
exhibitions." 

HOUSING 

Mr. Wm. H. Holcombe, Chairman of the Committee on 
Housing, reports as follows: -

"The reports received to date in a Dominion-wide survey 
to find how far architects have benefited from work financed 
under the National Housing Act, show that about 176 archi­
tects have built 1,100 units at a cost of $7,000,000.00. 

"This is probably 45% of the total housing work done by 
architeCts, on which assumption architects did 20% of the 
housing built under the Aet during the years 1936 to 1940 
inclusive." 

The following expressions of opinion accompanied some 
of the reports: 

The Act is appreciated in as much as it has made people 
"home-building conscious" even when loans have not been 
sought. 

The Architectural profession should "go after" the small 
house work at a nominal fee where stock plans can be used 
with linle or no change. 

All building designed by architects should be carried on 
co completion to prevent spoiling by builders who do not 
appreciate the spirit of the design. 

In some localities the lax building laws and absence of 
local inspection would suggest the advantage of standard 
building by-laws. There is a great need for greater advertise­
ment of the advantage of architectural service and more re­
liance on the architect and local authorities for inspection 
rather than specially appointed inspectors to whom local 
conditions are unfamiliar. The standard specification form, 
bound as it is, is inconvenient where a number of forms are 
required, necessitating the filling in by hand. A form usable 
in a typewriter is suggested. 

The Toronto Chapter forwarded the following resolu­
tion: "that this Chapter is of the opinion that while review­
ing the work done by practising architects under the pro­
visions of the National Housing Act, serious consideration 
should be given by the Government to the future of Indus­
trial Town Development as regards the housing of labour, 
not only from present conditions necessitated by the War 
contracts, but from the influx of new industries after the 
War and from the present tendency towards the decentrali­
zation of industry." 

The large additions to indusuial plants and the building 
up of new industries in districts away from centres of urban 
population with the anendant demand for residence for 
workers convenient to their places of employment, creates 
a problem which requires careful consideration and good 
judgment and at the same time decisive action. 

To build a large amount of cheap housing without con­
sideration of suitability and future use and development 
would be to invite those slum conditions which it is the 
avowed purpose of democracy to eliminate. 

It is doubtful if prefabricated housing is even a part solu­
tion of the problem. Can it be built cheap enough to give 
salvage value? Will it not employ factory space and labor 
which could be better used for War purposes? Can it be 
reused, without creating those conditions which it is desir­
able co prevent? Standardized housing of permanent type 
would have a higher salvage value and if well designed and 
placed on property with the idea of future development 
would have a permanent value where prefabricated types 
would fail. 

So many contradictory reports have appeared as regards 
Government action that it must be considered that any offer 
of services by the profession would be considered by the 

Departments interested and the Direccor of Housing, Mr. 
Nicolls, was quoted in a recent news report as welcoming 
suggestions. 

With the increased cost and shortage of certain classes of 
material due to the great demands in building for war pur­
poses, the consideration of other materials for house build­
ing becomes desirable, if costs are to be kept low. 

It might be suggested that Research Committees for the 
consideration of local problems of location and construction 
created by the emergency of war and future reconstruction 
be sponsored by the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada 
in the various Associations and Chapters of Architects to 
consider and report on local problems and conditions of 
which housing would be one section co be considered. This 
should give the Institute facts to back up aoy propositions 
or offer of service to any Department of the Government and 
establish local centres co aid in the prosecution of any 
problem. 

It is possible in the stress, anxiety and desire to do all that 
may bring the War to a speedy and successful conclusion, to 
lose sight of those things for which we are fighting; to bring 
a greater freedom, more happiness and higher spiritual bless­
ings co mankind." 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND PRIZES 

Mr. Forsey Page, (F), Chairman of the Committee on 
Scholarships and Prizes, reports as follows:-

"In connection with the annual presentation of medals co 
outstanding graduates of the Schools of Architecture, more 
emphasis is to be placed on the qualifications required to 
win these awards and the Heads of the Schools were advised 
that no award need be made should they feel unable to 
recommend any student with the requirements sec forth . 
Medals were presented, suitably engraved, to the following: 

Ecole des Beaux-Arts of Montreal-Paul Cauchon. 
McGill University, Montreal- Henry Thomas Langston. 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg-Louis Gauthier. 

"The Committee was unanimous in the present policy of 
accepting the recommendations of the Heads of the Schools 
of Architecture for the above awards and also decided against 
inaugurating a Travelling Scholarship Fund during the War. 

"As recommended in the report of the 1939 Committee, 
certain funds drawn from the Scholarship Fund some years 
ago to assist the Journal, were rescored. Also it has been 
incorporated in the revisions co the Fellowship By-Laws that 
the annual Fellowship dues be credited to the Scholarship 
Fund. 

"The Scholarship Fund having been reimbursed and in­
cluding the 1940 Fellowship dues now paid ro the Fund 
amounts to about $2,600.00, of which $1,300.00 is invested 
in Government Bonds and it is recommended that the bal­
ance also be so invested." 

COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS 

Mr. H . L. Fetherstonhaugh, (F), representative on the 
Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects, reports 
as follows: 

"In receiving reporrs from the R.I.B.A. Council this year, 
there are certain gaps undoubtedly due to mail being lost in 
transit. 

"From the reports received, a clear idea is obtained of the 
splendid effort the R.I.B.A. is making co carry on their usual 
business and to co-operate in every way possible with the 
Government in the great emergency caused by the War. 
While a certain degree of success seems to have been ob­
tained, the situation in England and in Canada seems some­
what similar. There are resources available to the Govern­
ment but, in the opinion of the Architects, they are not by 
any means being used tO their full strength. 
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"The effortS of the R.I.B.A. in the War and their desire to 
render further help, call for our deepest admiration and in 
this time of great emergency we send them our warmest fra­
ternal greetings and express our confidence in the ultimate 
vicrory to which we are all pledged." 

CANADIAN ENGINEERING STANDARDS ASSOCIATION 

Colonel C. ]. Burritt, representative of the R.A.I.C. on 
rhe Canadian Engineering Standards Association, reports as 
follows: 

"The Main Committee of rhe Canadian Engineering Stan­
dards Association, in its general function, (1) provides per­
sonnel for the several Working Committees who meet as 
such, each on its own subjecc, giving generously of their 
rime, knowledge and experience to improve the conditions 
in the various fields in which they are employed; and (2) it 
exercises final approval and authority upon the work of these 
Committees prior ro the publication of their efforts as Cana­
dian Engineering Standards Association standards. 

"These Committees deal with a multiplicity of subjects, 
some of which are embraced in the construction field. 

''A number of standard approved specifications are added 
each year to the list of those already available, copies of which 
lise may be had upon application co The Secretary, Canadian 
Engineering Standards Association, National Research 
Building, O ttawa, Canada." 

PLANS BY OWNER'S STAFF 

Following lase year's discussion on plans by owner's staff, 
your Council appointed the same Committee as was appoint­
ed by the O.A.A. to make a report on this matter. This Com­
mittee, composed of Mr. R. Schofield Morris, Mr. John Layng, 
and Mr. George Piersol, have made a very careful study and 
an excellent report, which I believe should be published so 
char it will be a help to every architect, and the profession as 
a whole. Copies of this report have been sene co the various 
component associations for their srudy and edification. The 
following is a summary of the report of the Committee: 

"Generally, our findings indicate that during the last forty 
years PLANS BY OWNER'S STAFF has been a constant 
problem. The present shows an increase in the tendency of 
industry to design its own building. 

"The main body of the work under actual consideration, 
from point of view of the number and costs of jobs, is under­
taken by large Canadian subsidiaries of American companies 
and by large combines of Canadian companies. In this last 
group Canadian Industries Limited, representing various in­
dustries in all parts of Canada, is the greatest single unit. 

"In this same connection chis Committee believes that an 
improvemeor in professional relations could be effected by 
the Association's insistence chat individual architect em­
ployees be given public credit for work carried our under 
their direction. 

"In a limited degree we are able, from a close view of the 
problem, co suggest the following methods of solution: 

(I) IMPROVEMENTS OF THE ARCHITECT'S QUALI­
FICATIONS BY: 

(a) Careful seleccion of candidates for admission. 
(b) Active support of bodies providing architectural educa-

tion. 
(c) Continual education of the architect after registration. 
(d) Maintenance of the standard of fees. 
(e) Discouragement of partial services. 
(f) Realization of his limitations by each member, particu­

larly in the more specialized fields. 

(2) IMPROVEMENT IN PUBLIC RELATIONS BY: 
(a) Direct advertising. An illustrated pamphlet showing 

recem industrial building designed by archireccs might 
be distributed to all officials of important companies in 
Ontario. A professional advertisement could well 
appear in the Canadian ManufaCturers' Association 
Journal, ' Industrial Canada', and other publications. 

(b) Personal interviews by Association representatives with 
company officials, whether or not they expect to build 
immediately. Such an interview could stress: 

1. Professional integrity. 
2. Training, experience and ability of the architect. 
3. Value of competitive tenders. 
4. Value of well prepared drawings and specifications. 
5. Value of preliminary consultations." 
In submitting chis report of some of the activities of your 

Council I wish co thank the Members of the Executive and 
Council, the Chairmen and Members of the Committees, the 
Editor of the ] ournal and his associates, the Presidents, 
Officers and Councils of our Provincial Associations, the 
Chairmen and workers in rhe various Chapters, and the staff 
of the office of the R.A.I.C., in the person of our indefatigable 
assistant secretary, for all rhe assistance, support and co-oper­
arion which I have received during the past year. 

BURWELL R. COON, F.R.A.I.C., Pre.ridetzt. 

A LETTER FROM THE STEEL CONTROLLER, OTTAWA 
Ottawa, 1st February, 1941. 

The Secretary, Royal Canadian Architecrural Institute, 
Toronto, Ontario. 
Dear Sir:-

Under the stimulus of wartime consumption by industry 
in Canada our steel mills are faced with the necessity for 
greatly expanding their production of rolled steel products 
while simultaneously meeting urgent demands for early 
deliveries. T o meet this situation the mills, with the approval 
of this office, have embarked upon a programme of stan­
dardization of all rolled produccs for rhe duration of the 
war. As you may be aware this programme has already 
resulted in the reduction, by approximately 75 % , of the 
number of struCtUral shapes rolled in Canada. The effect of 
this reduccion has been rwo-fold: 

1. Substantial economies in rolling time have been 
gained through minimizing roll changes. 

2. A freer interchange of stocks for various wartime 
projects is possible, particularly where the mills 
cannot make early delivery, or the quantity required 
is small. 

Conrinujng the progress made we are turning our atten­
tion to reinforcing steel, and propose to adopt as standard 
those sizes currently established as such by the Canadian 
Engineering Standards Association, viz: 

Y<l " round ~" round 
¥s" round Ytl " round 

Y2" square 
1" square 

Ills" square Y2" round 1" round 
~" round 1 Y<l" square 

All other sizes ro be eliminated. All deformed and 
twisted bars co be eliminated. 

This list should be given careful study by your members, 
keeping the thought primarily in mind that the steel mills 
in Canada must produce more steel than ever before for 
viral war purposes without undue and uneconomic expan­
sion of melting and rolling capacities. I should then like to 
receive the opinion of your organization within the next 
ten days so chat there may be no delay in the adoption of 
these standards throughout Canada if they are generally 
approved. Yours faithfuJly, 

(Signed) H . D. SCULLY, 
Steel Controller. 
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A LETTER TO THE 
OF 

WAR RELIEF COMMITTEE 
THE 0 . A. A 

Dear. Mr. President: 
I have heard from my wife of your Association's very kind 

and generous help tO her, and I am writing to try and express 
our very deep appreciation of your kindness. When things 
looked so dangerous here in France I am afraid my one idea 
was to get my wife and our baby out of reach of the Nazis so 
1 did not have time to go into all the financial side with the 
berths available at such short notice. I of course had to sign 
the declaration about the £10. but I must admit I assumed, as 
the Government were so keen that women and children 
should leave the "fortress", that ".finance" would be adjusted 
later or that some arrangement for maintenance and pocket 
money would be .fixed up-provided of course we weren't 
actually fighting about in the streets. 

From selfish reasons I am still glad char I sent my beloved 
family away from this bombing as I can only imagine what 
people's feelings muse be when they may hear any day that 
the Hun has made a military objective of their home. 

Nowhere seems co be exempt from random bombing even 
in the heart of the country and of course round London is 
particularly liable to damage when a raider "unloads" tO 
scuttle for safety. These reasons do not however help­
without the generous assistance which you on the ocher side 
of the water have so freely given and for which, I, and many 
others will always be indebted. 

I don't know how architecture is faring on your side, over 
here it is restricted to war work and crying to alleviate the 
unpleasantness of bombs. 

My own work is actually only related to architecture in 
that I starred studying the Spanish War of '35 and the air 
raids, and have been on it ever since. Latterly being able to 
puc some of their experiences to practical use in stiffening 
buildings while in course of construction, and of course de­
signing air raid shelters. 

My work with the R.N.V.R. carries on from civil life, (I 
should be glad if you don't mention this side as I don't want 
my wife to worry about the possibilities, which are any how 
problematical. No more dangerous than fire fighters' work!) 
as I now deal with the bomb when it arrives and in some 
cases cry and forecast its effect before the Hun drops it! The 
latter being an awkward job as he doesn't always stick to his 
smaller sizes and the larger ones can create a considerable 
mess. 

If my letter is rather disjointed may I plead that there's a 
fair amount of "noise" outside and I am sitting with one ear 
listening for the "whistle" so chat I can duck below the glass 
level in case it's a near one. (Glass is particularly nasty as far 
as I can see as it's liable co .fly about-up co ~ mile from a 
really big bomb.) If any architects over here do survive there 
should be enough work for a few years cleaning up and re­
building- if we have any money-but actually in London it's 
amazing how bombing has left some streets almost untouch­
ed. I think Hitler has discovered that London isn't Rotter­
dam and can't be blasted out of existence. At least the 
"blasting" will take longer than he can last and the people 
of our cities only seem to get more determined co go on the 

46 

more they are bombed. From the bombing I have examined, 
!both officially and unofficially, I think the Hun is either the 
worst shot in the world or doesn't care whether he's 5 miles 
from any legitimate objective-and that goes for the times 
long before he starred talking about reprisals. 

You've probably heard about food shortages, well don't 
believe them. Certain items such as lemons, onions and so 
on which were entirely imported we certainly haven't got, 
!but neither had our ancestOrs in such abundance. The fat 
ration is a bit tight for civilians but it is enough really pro­
vided one's cooking is altered tO use less. Green vegetables 
(at least in London) don't appear often on the menu, but if 
we made more use of nettles and similar oddities against 
which prejudices (and lack of knowledge) are hindrances 
we'd probably be better off. On the whole at present we are 
enjoying comparative plenty but I must confess I don't like 
ithe increase in shipping losses-but there again don't believe 
the Nazi's figures. We aren't blockaded! 

I cursed the Munich settlement at the time but it did at 
least get the people solidly behind the Government, and that 
has increased with the bombing. We've a long job before 
we finish this business, as the Hun has been preparing to my 
.knowledge since 1933, bur with help from overseas it looks 
as though we shall manage to confine this murderous devasta­
tion to our side of the Atlantic. The cost in life, property 
:and material will be terrific before the end comes but we at 
least know what surrender involves- and anything is better 
than that fate. So until we can again spend our lives without 
expecting to be bombed or machine gunned or mined or in­
vaded or gassed, by your generosity I am hoping that our 
families may remain in the sanctuary of your country, and 
for the present I can only say how grateful we are and how 
very much it means co us lucky ones that our wives and 
children are safe in your hospitable land. 

Yours sincerely, 

D.B.-W. 

OLD SILVER OF QUEBEC 
B y RA1\1SAY TRAQUAIR 

Pttblished b,, Macmillan Co. of Canada Ltd. Price $4.00 

ONE likes to think of architects writing books on fly 
fishing and old silver- it shows that there are many­

sided people amongst us to leaven the lump of those whose 
waking thoughts are always of architecture. The "Old Silver 
of Quebec" is a book for the collector of silver rather than 
for the person interested in silver working as a craft or in 
silver objects for their beauty. The book has a comprehen­
sive list of marks and notes on silver workers, but is disap­
pointing in the number of photographs illustrated (16) and 
in the absence of critical notes on the work described or 
illustrated. Professor Traquair might, with his great know­
ledge of the subject and his fine discriminating taste, have 
given some guidance to his fellow collectors, many of whom 
we fear are more concerned with rarity than beauty. 
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A FlAG FOR CANADA 
By A. GRESLEY ElTON 

The eleven stripes alternately red and white acros. the width of the Aag 

represent the eleven political divisions of the country, i.e., the nine prov· 

inoes and two territories. The Union Aag indicates Canada's membership 

in the Commonwealth of British Nations, and it also symbolizes, along with 

the three gold Aeurs-de·lis, the ancestry of the Canadian peoples. 

THE adoption of a National Flag is in the hands of the 
people of Canada, but the design of such an emblem 
should be in the hands of those whose business it is 
to design. Architects are among the foremost of the 

country's designers. It is up to them co see that the flag 
that is finally chosen will tell a srory without making rhe 
staff of the College of Heralds writhe in their skins. For a 
flag is an escutcheon, and the derailing of Arms is a precise 
science. Certain rules must be followed. 

Such being the case, the folJowing are the requisites for 
any escutcheon or flag. 

( 1) It must be recognizable at a distance. 

(2) The various devices used should be symbolic, if 
possible, of the wearer of the escutcheon or the 
flyer of the flag. 

(3) A more modern reason is that the flag should be 
easily manufactured, and the design carried out 
without discrepancies, from the simplest descrip­
tton. 

The stripes are here again used in tho same ma nner and colours. Again 

the Union Flag is superimposed. The chief difference to t he other example 

shown is that the Aeur·de·lis is lorger and consequently more readable. 

It would be of gold (yellow) placed on a blue rondel. The symbolic 

meanings of the various parb i• the same. 

In the designs illustrated above, which are merely sugges­
tions to promote discussion, no Maple Leaf is used. To the 
example of heraldry has anything like it, and the drawing 
of it is apt to resemble anything from a starfish to a fig leaf. 
Nor has it any significance histOrically, geographically or 
politically, and to anyone outside of Canada it is unintellig­

ible. 

Instead, red and white stripes are used to designate the 
eleven political divisions of this country. Superimposed is 
writer's mind, the Maple Leaf is unheraldic, as no good 
the accepted symbol of the British Empire, and fleurs-de-lis 
indicating the French-founded provinces. 

NOTE-The ]ottrnal is asked to state that the Institute 

does not recommend that a National Ca11-adian flag be 

adopted at this time, bttt if a new flag is contemplated by the 

Govemment, the R.A.I.C. wotdd urge that it be consttlted itl 

regard to the desig1l. 
- E. R. A. 
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PROVINCIAL PAGE 
ALBERTA 

At the February meeting of the Alberta Association of 
Architects the secretary was asked to compile a roll of all 
draughtsmen or students in the province who have the pro­
fession of architecture as their ultimate aim, in order that 
practical steps may be taken to develop such interest between 
students and the association as may be to mutual advantage. 
There is now no university department of architecture in the 
province and the work of the technical schools is not specially 
designed co give the training necessary for architects. It 
therefore seems incumbent on the association co devise 
means of their own in the interests of arch itectural education. 

The members of the council in Calgary and Lethbridge 
have been notified in regard co the action of the Province of 
Quebec Association of Architects in offering co assist in the 
problem of emergency housing. It was suggested at the meet­
ing of the Alberta Council that it would be practicable in 
each of the three districts, Edmonton, Calgary and Lethbridge 
to get together a commission of consultant architects who 
could appoint one member to take up the practical work 
under their direction. 

A letter was read co the council on the financing and 
hospitalization of the indigent. This was referred to the 
president for reply. It was felt that the enquiry raises ques­
tions beyond the scope of the council. As it affects this 
province it is understood that hospitals in general have great 
difficulty in dealing with indigent patients. Many of these 
when discharged from one hospital manage to get admission 
to another and so continue co live at hospital expense indef­
initely. It is alleged that in many cases these patients have 
children or other near relatives, able to look after them and 
with a natural duty to do so, but who simply shirk their 
family duties. 

The council received an application for licence co practise 
in the province without specification as to what building was 
proposed or with what provincial architect they were to 
associate themselves. The idea of such a licence "at large" 
was strongly condemned and the licence was not approved. 

Application for membership in the association was made 
by Miss Jean L. Wallbridge, a graduate B.Sc. in Architecture 
of the University of Alberta. Her application was strongly 
endorsed by the firm for whom she has been working and 
registration was granted. 

The question of housing in the province, especially as it 
affects low income families is being agitated in various quar­
ters and from various points of view. Mr. A. J. Brown, man­
ager of the W. H. Clark Lumber Co., as a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, has been pointing out that "for every 
three newly married couples who have settled in Edmonton 
since 1930 only one new house has been built, and one third 
of the new homes have cost less than $1,000." It may be 
freely admitted that the costs of houses are systematically 
grossly underestimated, but, even so, the facts ascertained 
are an illuminating side light on the situation. The Edmon­
ton Council of Social Agencies has recently appointed a 
Committee on Housing who are proposing that the City be 
asked in their annual census to include such questions as 
will definitely clarify the situation by ascertaining the extent 
and nature of congestion. Hitherto much has been said with 
little real knowledge co go upon. It is proposed to lay par­
ticular stress upon the manner in which the children of low 
income families are housed. It is further suggested that the 
City shall keep charts which shall show at a glance how far 
housing is adequate or otherwise and what progress is being 
made from year to year in coping with the situation. 

-Cecil S. Bt1rgeu. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Our British Columbia Institute has again been honoured 

by the election of Past President William Fredk. Gardiner to 
the office of First Vice-President of the R.A.I.C. This is the 
second time that Mr. Gardiner has held this office and we 
sincerely congratulate him. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Washington State Chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects held last month in 
Seattle, Mr. Gardiner represented the A.I.B.C. He addressed 
the gathering on the much discussed topic of the day, "The 
reconstruction of England after the war." Mr. Gardiner 
reports that he had a very enjoyable time in the company of 
our American neighbours. 

The Vancouver Chapter of the Institute held one of its rare 
meetings recently, when President John S. Porter conducted 
the members over the new Y.M.C.A. building, which has now 
been opened for its regular programme. 

Mr. Porter is associated with the firm of McCarter and 
Nairne, the Architects for the building, who deserve great 
credit for the accommodation they have provided and the 
efficiency they have attained with the restricted means at their 
disposal. Every square foot of space has been used to 
advantage. 

Mr. Harry Barratt, the Secretary, reports that he still has 
a bank balance to the credit of the Chapter, which reflects 
credit to his ability as a treasurer. 

At the meeting of the Council of the Institute held recent­
ly, Mr. S.M. Eveleigh was reappointed Honorary Secretary. 
In spite of his disability, Mr. Eveleigh continues to exhibit 
his great interest in everything that pertains co the welfare 
of the Institute. 

Mr. Percy C. Underwood was appointed to the office of 
Honorary Treasurer of the Institute, and Representatives to 
the Council of the R.A.I.C. are Messrs. George Nairne, H. 
Blackadder and William Fredk. Gardiner. 

-David Colville. 

MANITOBA 
Our Annual Meeting and Dinner was held recently. The 

new officers were elected as follows: President, Col. ]. N. 
Semmens; Vice-President, Mr. Gilbert Parfitt; and Council: 
A. E. Cubbidge, C. W. U. Chivers, R. E. Moore, M. S. 
Osborne, W . P. Over, F. N. Ruttan, and N. C. H. Russell. 
The President gave a very interesting report in connection 
with the activities of the past year, which showed a very 
active season. Professor Osborne gave his report in connec­
tion with the Architectural Department at the University, 
and stated that the Manitoba Association of Architects' 
scholarship had been won by Mr. Douglas Johnston. The 
scholarship was renewed for the coming year. 

The R.A.I.C. convention was discussed and it was unani­
mously decided to send down two of our three delegates, so 
as to keep in personal contact with the parent body. It was 
felt that the R.A.I.C. was doing splendid work for the pro­
fession in Canada, and the Manitoba Association of Archi­
tects are behind them one hundred per cent. It was decided 
to revise our By-laws and bring them as much as possible 
in keeping with other Associations. 

At the dinner, graduates from the Architectural course at 
the University were our guests, together with other students. 
We also had with us representatives from the Surveyors Insti­
titute, and the Engineers Institute. 

-E. Fitz Mwn.n. 

ONTARIO 
This month finds us in literary clover, since the briefest 

possible account of the annual meetings of the R.A.I.C. and 
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the O.A.A. will fill a great deal more space than we usually 
occupy. 

These gatherings rook place at Toronto on Feb. 21st and 
22nd; beginning with the morning session of the O.A.A. 
in the Print Room at the Art Gallery. In his address the 
President, A. J. Hazelgrove, reviewed the activities of Coun­
cil during the past year, and went on to speak of the present 
state of the profession and the probabilities for the future. 
He pointed out that, while architects are finding for them­
selves opportunities of service in the country's war effort, 
either in the militant services or in civilian units connected 
with them, the general effectiveness of the profession's con­
tribution might have been greater if the authorities had 
seen fit to accept the proffered co-operation of its organiza­
tions. The "official" attitude coward architecture and archi­
tects had been equally unsatisfactory in regard to housing; 
its self-sufficiency having produced areas of "multi-coloured 
rash", which were exhibited with pride as a solution of the 
problem. Of the future, Mr. Hazelgrove thought that it 
might well hold the most challenging opportunity of all time; 
as the war has broken the crust of social indifference, and so 
cleared an unexpected path to social reconstruction. In the 
meantime, he felt that architects should do everything in 
their power to maintain the professional character of their 
work, by putting into it the best that is in them, for its own 
sake, and in the conviction that the reaction from poor work 
is by no means confined to those responsible for it. 

The remainder of the morning session was occupied with 
the reports of Chapters and Committees. The report on 
public relations occasioned a lively discussion, which led to 
a recommendation that the item in the Budget to cover this 
work be substantially increased. Luncheon at the University 
Club--a welcome and genial interlude-was followed by the 
afternoon session. A good deal of interest was shown in the 
problem of housing in connection with war industries; and 
advantage was taken of the presence of the Director of Hous­
ing to obtain first-hand information on the steps already 
taken by che Federal Government and to appoint a commit­
tee to explore with him ways and means of bringing the 
profession's skill and experience to bear on the develop­
ments contemplated. 

In the evening, the O.A.A. was host to delegates from other 
provinces and to many friends, at its annual dinner-an in­
formal affair which was held at the Arts and Letters Club. 
After dinner the new President, Bruce H. Wright, took up 
the burden of office- and the impressive gavel that goes with 
it-and the gathering settled down to hear Dr. E. G. Faludi, 
on the development of rational architecture in Europe. With 
the aid of lantern-slides, he traced its evolution from primi­
tive types, and conducted a lightning rour of some of the 
most interesting and extensive of contemporary work. To 
conclude a very enjoyable evening, the Toronto Chapter pro­
vided the lighter couch in the form of a skit, entitled "Ain't 
it the Truth?"-of which, perhaps, "the least said-the soon­
est mended." 

The business of the annual meeting of the R.A.I.C.-held 
in the Music Room of Hart House-was greatly expedited 
by the issue of a printed Report, containing the President's 
address and summaries of the year's activities. As a result, 
practically all routine matters were dealt with at the morn­
ing session, and luncheon-in the Great Hall-was confined 
to the business of bodily refreshment; so that the afternoon 
session was comparatively brief. It was followed by a paper 
on Town Planning, presented by Humphrey S. M. Carver, 
and illustrated with lantern-slides. Mr. Carver led his audi­
ence gently through the elementaries, to the control of devel­
opment by the particular way of life for which provision has 
to be made. Discussion was somewhat curtailed by the gen­
eral rush home to change for the formal dinner which con­
cludes the annual get-together of Canadian architects. This 
year we were honoured by the presence of the Lieutenant-

Governor of Ontario, Hon. Albert Matthews, with many 
other distinguished guests supporting the President at the 
head table, and an excellent turnout of members; making 
up a company which threatened to overflow from the dining 
room of the University Club into the corridors. After H is 
Honour had presented their certificates to the newly-elected 
Fellows, the gathering was treated to a delightful talk on 
Samuel Pepys, by Rev. Dr. F. H. Cosgrave, Provost of Trin­
ity College, Toronto. His story of the part which Pepys 
played in the regeneration of the Royal Navy, sparklingly 
told and enlivened with extracts from the famous Diary, 
provided a perfect close co a strenuous week-end. 

One item remains, which must not be overlooked - the 
Convocation of the College of Fellows. Of what took place 
there we can, unfortunately, say nothing-excepting, per­
haps, that those Fellows who were unable to be present may 
imagine the scene for themselves, while lesser mortals re· 
member, with gratitude, the occasional flash of those "dis­
tinguishing collars" mentioned in the Institute Report. 

- Gladstone Evans. 

QUEBEC 
If arrangements now under way carry through without a 

hitch, beginning some time in April a circulating socio­
architectural town planning and municipal improvement 
exhibition will be on view in various centres for a period of 
a year. The credit for initiating this belongs co the A. R. G. 
(Architectural Research Group) and the Provincial Associa­
tion is taking a leading pare as Angel and Guide. 

As this project is still in the preliminary stages it is too 
early to give any details but the small scale model of the 
exhibition and the folio illustrating its features give a fore ­
taste of its final form. It is real World's Fair scuff, very clever, 
very modern, and should appeal co adult and child alike and 
every degree of intellect. It will present graphically the 
major social ills afflicting overgrown cities and suggest, but 
not delimit, means of correction. The benefits that will 
accrue from a popular exhibition of this nature are incalcul­
able. Incidentally, it will reflect credit on the whole archi­
tectural profession and show our interest in public service. 

We cannot commend too highly the enthusiasm and 
serious purpose of the A. R. G. and we wish them and the 
exhibition every success. 

Eleven Quebecers (in the provincial sense) took the trip 
to Toronto for the purpose of attending the R.A.I.C. func­
tions and fraternizing with their fellows of other provinces. 
I had lunch yesterday with some of the boys and they were 
most enthusiastic about discussions at the meetings as well 
as the cordial overflowing Toronto hospitality. 

Our beloved President, J. Roxburgh Smith, gave me a 
few notes: 

"TI1anks to O.A.A. for their hospitality and also to various 
members of the R.A.I.C. who assisted in making the occa­
sion a memorable one. They ARE good in Toronto the 
Good. 

"Friday evening, after the investiture of Fellows at the 
Pen and Pencil Club, Mr. and Mrs. Burwell Coon were hoses 
to out of cown members at their residence in North Toronto. 
Mrs. Coon presided charmingly at the coffee urn and the host 
himself, in his usual urbane manner, ministered to other 
needs which visicors sometimes develop on these occasions, 
in a very delightful interlude amidst the turmoil of an 
Annual Meeting. 

"Annual Meeting - very discoursive, informative, and 
stimulating under the able chairmanship of Mr. Coon, the 
President. 

"Saturday evening dinner at the University Club--an im­
pressive affair. The many uniforms and the new medals and 
ribbons worn by the Fellows supplied colour and made a 
brave showing." 

- Harold Lawson. 
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lnsul · Brie 
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Protection in 
ONE Material-
Weather Proofing-Secures against 

Weetherwith Continuous Course of Rock 
Grenule Surfeced Asphelt Siding. 

Insulation-Arrests Heat Loss and Cold 
Penettetion. 

Moisture Seal-Protects lnsuletion with 
Four Asphelt Berriers. 

Fire Protection-Sheds Sparks by Rock 
Granule Finish. 

Factory Processed Colour­
Eliminates Painting. 

Immediate Delivery 

Quick Practical Application 
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• Double-Insulated Sidewalls 
Retain Wori<ing Temperatures 
et Low Heatin g Equipment 
Cost and Low Fuel Cost and 

Prevent Condensation. 

Send for Specifications , 
Samples, Prices 

Typical Cross S.dlon 
Fodorv Woll a Rool 

PRODUCED IN CANADA 

12 

S pedal plam and 
desigm exemtetl 
to exact specificatiom. 

Quality Doors For· 
Over Half tl Cent/try 

With Lloyd experienced craftsmen, all work is 
executed with tbe greatest skill and finished to 
the utmost perfection. Tbis faultless construe· 
tion adds permanency to tbe beauty of Lloyd 
Doors and is an assurance that specifications will 
be carried out to the last detail. 

C. LLOYD & SON LIMITED 
WINGHAM ONTARIO 

Toronto Office: 81-83 ST. NICHOLAS ST. 

Klngsdale 4156 

The beautiful head offi~ buildinA of 
The Gore M utual Fire lnsuran~ Co., Galt, Ontario . 

In every class of building, coast to coast 

SHELDON BEATING, VENTILATING 
or AlB CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT 

will be found 

Canada's oldest and /atgest #on mon u#actuters. 

Toronto: 1221 Bay St., RA. 3182 
Montreal : 738 Notre Dame Wut, MA. 2919 

Repreaentatlves: Halifax, St. John, Kirkland Lake, 
Edmonton, Winnipeg, Regina, 

Fort William, 
Vancouver 
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V.ICERO"j 

WHALE· ,!!.pNE-ITE 

R uoe~oToo CORE 

MADE IN CANADA 

Where specifications make quality the first con­

sideration, Viceroy Rubwood Toilet Seats are 

your assurance of a satisfied client. They have 

those features which quality demands .. . Long 

Life ... Low Maintenance ... Good Appearance 

... Sanitation. Made to fit all types of bowls. 

Write for Descriptive Literature. 

CROSS SECTION VIEW 

- . bowing alternate layers of p i}· 
wood and rubh er , bonde d under 
heat and pres~ure, with heavy, 
h ighly-poiisherl, hnrd rubber cover. 

VICEROY MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED WEST TORONTO 

14 Journol, Royol Architectural Institute of Conodo, Morch, 1941 



For Rust-Free Hot Water 
Recommend Everdur 

Your client will expect a plentiful 
supply of clear, clean hot water in 
his new home ... and freedom 
from rust repair bills for years to 
come. And you can be sure he will 
be satisfied when you specify a 
tank of Everdur Metal. For so far 
as rust is concerned, hot water 
tanks of Everdur Metal give satis­
factory service indefinitely. 

Everdur Tank Metal is Anaconda's 
copper-silicon alloy ... 967o pure 

copper ... yet it has tensile 
strength comparable to mild steel. 
It is rust-proof, highly resistant to 
corrosion, and readily fabricated. 

Everdur hot water tanks are made 
by leading Canadian manufac­
turers. Connected with Anaconda 
Brass Pipe or Copper Tubes, they 
make the hot water system com­
pletely rust-proof. 

Everdur is a registered trade-mark. 

TANK METAL 

This rustless Everdur hot 
water storage tank is made 
by Toronto Hordwore 
Monufoduring Co. II <on be 
supplied from stod< in 14 to 
15.5 Imperial Gallon sizes, 
polished or unpolished. 

ANA~DA 
Copp~,!••n 

C·4 124 

ANACONDA AMERICAN BRASS LIMITED (Made-in-Canada Products) 

Main Office and Mill: New Toronto, Ont. Monrreal Office : 939 Dominion Square Building 
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PRODUCTS 
by 

YALE MARK 

Take a ny piece of Yale hardware-and 
you'll find it the ultima te. in functional de­
sign. That's why when you specify Yale, 
everybody- builder, homeowner, yourself 
- is bound to be sa tisfied . 
Fin ishing hardware is beautifully wrought 
to blend with a ny architectural period ­
locks are sturdy and secure- door closers 
a re efficient and dependable. 
Make it a point to designa te Ya le on your 
next blueprints ... Canadia n Craftsmanship 
At Its Finest! 

THE YALE & TOWNE MFG. CO. 
Canadian Division 

ST. CATHARINES, ONT. 

The I dea l 
Plant 
In sulation 

IT'S DIFFERENT 
• Non-corrosive to metals- fire-proof- vermin­
proof - light and springy-easily installed­
perma nent-Spun Rock Wool is made from shale 
rock only by our specia l electric furna ce process. 
Its long, resilient fibres a re shock a nd vibration 
proof - a ctually expands under vibration. Un­
equalled for sound, cold a nd heat insula tion (up 
to 1,000° F.) In bulk, batts, pipe coverings and 
in bla nkets, any size and thickness. For bulk wool 
samples and full information, write 

SPUN ROCK WOOLS 
LIMITED 

THOROLD, O NT A RlO 

Oistributnr.~ for Eftstern Canada 
F. S. Br idges Limited , 8 Ma r lborough Ave. , T ot·onto 5 

Agents, Montreal District 
Asbestos Limited , 14.18 Not re Dam e St. W., Montreul 

The most REVOLUTIONARY 
DEVELOPMENT in Wiring 
Devices in the past20 years 

An unlimited number of combinations 

from 20 basic devices. 

Every architect should familiariz·e himself with 
the P & S Despard principle of interchange­
ability. One third of the wall space is all that 
is required when P & S devices are used. 
Three devices can be used in a single gang 
switch box. A switch, pilot and convenience 
outlet or any other three unit device can be 
quickly assembled in a single gang switch box, 
in fact, "60,000 different combinations, of three 
devices, can be assembled" in the space for ­
merly occupied by one. 
Write for a catalogue or sample device-there 
is no obligation. 

RENFREW ELECTRIC & REFRIGERATOR 
CO. LIMITED 

Renfrew 

Pilot 
Light 

Radio 
Outlet 

Ontario 

Tumbler 
Switch 

Lock 
Switch 

Convenience 
Outlet 

Night 
Light 
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REDDIAMD D 
5Mie-JiM PIPE 
RESISTS CORROSION 
and LASTS LONGER 

The clean, smooth surfaces of 

- Red Diamond Scale-Free Pipe 

ensure minimum corrosion, less 
friction loss, greater delivery 
capacity and consequently many 

more years of trouble-free service 

than ordinary pipe. 
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ere .... tdfhe 

finishing linel 
That's where reputations are made and broken. 
Thorp-Hambrock have specialized for years on 
industrial finishes. They know what is required 
and bring to bear on every problem the com­
bined experience of a group of trained special­
ists who have achieved signal successes in 
developing quality finishes for Canada's manu­
facturing needs. 

Have you a finishing problem? If so. benefit 
by the experience of others-put it up to Thorp­
Hambrock. 

all i'n tla fl 
~ ..... ,. THORP-HAMBROCK Alan 

HE'S A 

• 
THORP -HA MBROCK 

CO. LIMITED 
TORONTO 

PAYS FOR ITSELF 
In 2 to 4 YEARS 

Owuers of Agu Cookers-ill clubs, restaurants, hotels, 
eswtcs- report that fu el bills have been cut to su•·h 
a tlegt·ee, over other types of cooking, that the Aga 
Cooker hus more than paid for itself in a sbort spate 
of time. Initial expenses are lower, too. For instance, 
no costly canopy is necess:try. Furthermore, the Aga 
Cooker keeps kitchens so cool it oflen saves a big 
air-conditioning job. Write for full particulars ... 

AGA COOKER 
AGA HEAT (CANADA) LIMITED, 34 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont. 
638 Dorchester St. W., Montreal-1227 Howe St., Vancouver 

Here's a Metal Lath that INSULATES! 
Pedlar's Universal Metal Loth has o small diamond mesh 
backed by tough, waterproof kraft poper. This insulation 
backing reduces heat loss, prevents dampness and deadens 
sound. For fire protection, specify 

PEDLAR ' S Universal METAL LATH 
The rating of 1 hour for a 2-inch solid metal loth and plaster 
partition places this type of construction on o par with 
thicker partitions of masonry. Its popularity os a stucco 
binder is widespread. 

We also make Rib Loth, 
Channels, Holosteel Studs 
and Corner Bead. Write for 
sample$ and prices. 

THE 
PEDLAR PEOPLE 

LIMITED 

Head Office- Oshawa, Ont. 
Toronto 
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