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ABSTRACT

AThe Acadi anexmofesAcadian tektibe outtuy&®mm French colonists
establishment outside of Port Royathe deportation of 1755. #iddressequestiors of
change anddentity: did the Acadians maintain a dress style consistent with their
provincial French origins, atid theydevelop a new vernacularw did developments
in material culture shap&cadian identity?

This thesis argues that the larger Acadian settlentegan tadevelopa localized
clothing systen® based on their distinct social, environmental, geographical, and
economic contextd8 without losing connection to the fashions of the Ancien Régiime.
appliesaninterdisciplinaryframework thatraws upon field of dress studiesistory,
and archaeology. Hlso interrogates material entanglement theognasffective
framework fordealing withthe lack of surviving garments from the peridd.this end, it
offers an analysief Acadian dress culture in the settlemis of Belleisle, Melanson, and
Beaubassin, and among Acadians living in the urban environment of Fortress
Louisbourg.It analyzes709 artifacts related to dress and textile production and use, 284
inventory entries, and 19 textual descriptions of Acadra@ss and dresglated itemsilt
demonstrates thatimate and geography hadsmgnificantinfluence on dress change, as
did new local resources such as sealskintsagdoyannealyes.

Acadian communities were not only developing a distindanguage of dress but
differentiating among themselves as w&hose dferencesemergedased orocation
and environmentrade patterns and levels of contact with surrounding gr@apéers
continuel to maintaintheir cultural and economic ties owtsiof Acadia, engaging in
trade and social exchange that influenced their hadst distant from centres of
colonial authorityBeaubassi@s status as a trading hub made the region a locus for the
evolution of Acadian fashiorOther settlements used dress and accessories that reflected
their proximity to the urban eliteesulting in wardrobes more typical of European
fashion. Some elements of what would later develop into Acadian folk dress were present
prior to the deportationncluding the striped weave commonly associated with later
Acadian dress, but these elemaméseintegrated in a vernacular grounded in
contemporary style.
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CHAPTER1: INTRODUCTION

They had nalye but black and green, but in order to obtain scarldtwhich they
were remarkably fordlthey procured the English scarlet duffil which they cut, teized,
carded, spun, and wove in stripes to decorate the wagansents

Our modernimpression of Aca@in dressrom the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries comesom quoationslike that of Brook Watson, above, describangull
colour palette and a life of makirdp or doingwithout. That stereotypical image of the
isolatedpeasantyorking the land fafrom the cares of imperial politicghile dressed in
the simple skirts and jackets of eighteeogéimtury farmers and labourers, runs through
bothcontemporary and modern descriptiofnlse national mythlogies that have grown
out of those images, inspired in part by literary treatments sueheegeling are
something of a mixed blessidg@ne the one hand, the enduring positive imagery of the
so-called Acadian Golden Age became a rallying point forrarnanity rebirth; on the
other, it allows us toverlook some ofhe complexities of life in Acadia prior to the
trauma of the Expulsioflf we back away from the image of the archetypical Acadian,
however, with their wooden clogs and coarse woolethes we must turn to other

sourcesn which to groundhew perspectives.

Thisthesistakes another look at the question of Acadian exceptionalism through the
lens of clothing and textile culture. In other words, what can clothing choice tell us about
the natwe of Acadian society? Their modes of dress contain information about individual
and group priorities and mores, about trade patterns and social contact with other groups,
and about how the Acadians perceived themselves and their place within the Atlantic

world. Human beinggyain understanding of the world by manipulating the material



things around them, using physicality both as a tool and an outlet for codr(@tiothing
is a tool for idiomatic communication, both deliberate and subconscious, and exploring
the nature of Acadian dress through the theoretical framewlerlkedoped irhistorical

archaeology anthaterial culture studies begins the process of translatio

This thesis was inspired lagrowinginterdisciplinary focusn dress studigsn which
scholars such as Laurel Thatcher Ulrich and Zamahanslinhave beemnalying
specificobject and human biographileyg situating then bothwithin muchbroader
contexts and ktlepth micreanalysis® Rather than focus on one or two factors, this type
of material culture analysis makes connections between larger social moments and the
individual, between physical attributes of objects and their accrued symbohingea
This is interdisciplinary by its very natynequiring analyses to spread out along many
different and interconnected lines of enquiypotentiallyuseful framework in which to
ground a study of this type the developingirameworkof material @atanglement
championedy historicalarchaeologist lan Hodd&in brief, materialentanglement
theory holds that it is the connections betwdngsd the humans, physical items, social
structures, habits, beliefand relationships between all of the adib which define a
culture and cultural momenfThe metaphor afaterialentanglement as it is currently
used in historical archaeologg/an attempt to bridge the gap between object analysis and
social theony It suggests that by knowing tki@ngspresent in a particulaystem,
spaceand time, we can divine the ways in which thtigéegsinfluenced constrained

and compelledne anothe¥.

Prior to the rise of modern fast fashion, éxample the expense of athing and

textiles compelled the wearer to either learn and practice washing and mending, or to



engage in domestic arrangements with someone whthbae skillsMarriage or labour
exchange were two solutions to that need, each one coming with its temsie series
of connections and prerequisit€n the physical side, @mding a torn garment require
scissors and a needle, access to which degpkndeither the presence of a local

manufacturer or someone importing sewing tools, which inrelred on the existence of

trade networks and the availability either of money or goods for barter and export. In this

way, one aspect of life wearing clothigd embedledpeople in a series of

interconnected and interdependent proce¥sEsose entanglements also change with

time. In the twentyfirst centurya torn tshirtinstead connects the wearer to networks that

includeclothingsweatshops in Indonesia, Higx storesvith low-price policies and the

continuingeconomic erosion of the middle class.

Hodder and othescholarswho have worked with the metaphor of entanglement
suggest that the welo$ engagementgresent in ay givenset of humasthing-thing-
human relationships can be determined by examination dhthgsand people involved
and that the objects and relationships in turn generateedictable types of tensions
between theml posit the reverse to be true as well. Once the shape of a network is
known, and survivinghingsput into positionwe shouldthenbe able tdypothesize with
some degree of confidenadnich thingsare still missingSpecifically, by exploring the
impactof the connections arttie processes thatchaeologists Lindsay Der and
Francesca Fernandini have calféeledback loop® examining all of the elements
which shaped the people, lavapeand communitiesf pre-deportation Acadia |

argue thait is possible to reconstruct some of the factors which time and destruction



have removed from the modern record. That idyuoiding therest of thepuzzle, we can

determine the shapesmissing pieces.

In thisthesisl haveendeavouretb dosomething simar with respect to pre
deportation Acadian dressituating it in its specific context in the seventeenth and early
eighteenth centurieShat also provides us with a new lens through which to examine the
emergence of Acadian identity and sia$hioning.Clothing and clothing culture are vital
aspects of a community and an individsatlentities, as well as a means of visual
communication with a wider world. The early modern period in the west saw more rapid
changes in clothing and clothing culture tlewer beforeand he ways in which people
adjusted their clothing to their circumstanspgak directly to their senses of belonging

and of self.

Some excellent documentary research has already been done on Acadian clothing, but
many assumptionsersist'! Through a close examination of surviving artifacts connected
with textile use and production, as well as an exploration of the specific entanglements
which affected Acadian material culture, we can produce a@ire@ned, more detailed
look at what Acadins were wearing. This is important not only for the specificdobut
what we can learn about how the Acadian domestic and sartorial worlds were shaped, and
how they reacted to chang@wWhatdecodinghis evidenceevealss that the Acadians
were more active in trade networks and the burgeoning capitalist economy than the
folkloric images of Longfellowis fisimple Acadian farmeésvould have us believe.

They were in the process of distinguishing themsehassally bothfrom the groups
around themand from each otheA combination of factors, including geography and

local environment, crossultural contact, and thatriguing role Acadia played in local



and international trageame together to mark Acadians as a sodistynct from that of
New England and New Frano&t the same time, they were not isolated from the
prevailing whims of fashion. Rather, the growing Acadashion systemeveals not
only their awareness of and participation in fashion trends of the po&trdout the

simultaneous development of a lodaéss culture

Much has been made of the ways in which the forces of Atlamjgire found the
Acadians to be a political problem. Blame has been placed on their palgeaty the
ways in which they claimed and managed land use, their blurred social structures with
lack ofadistinct nobility, and their engagement with Indigenoasimunities. One factor
which has not yet been considered is the way in which the Acadians rejected colonial
control over their physical bodigsot solely in the ways their movements wigmgted
and land claims organized, but in htdveymovedaway fromthe sartorial control of the
metropole. Colonial power was vested in cor@rolver colonists and their environments,
as well as their bodigé Keeping control over the bodies of settjdmeping those
populationsculturally aligned with Europeanooncernsabout nakedness and civility,
meant that the uncertainties and anxieties surrounding new spadédekept in check
as well*®> The French and English alike expressed concern about Acadians turning to

Indigenous lifestyles, both sides, at different tinoadljng their loyalties into question.

Acadians blurred # social boundaries between European and North American, and
their new environment inspired the development, over decades, of @uheve of
clothing This movement towards a more syncretic spfil@ressalsooccurred in other
colonial spaces, as expéionsof colonialLouisiana have showi.These changes

added to the sense that theadianswere moving away from both French and English



spheres of influence and becomiungpredictableTheelite culture of the early modern

era in France particularly saamphasis on appearance and manners as windows to states
of being. Tensions built when people did not dressimanner that befiheir social and
economic station¥. As Acadian culture began to diverge frorogk around thertheir

dress followedsuit, defying expectations and creating a new form of tedsimm anxiety
related to that waning senseiwiperialcontrol over a people who were increasingly

difficult to define.

We alsdfind layers of difference between Acadian settlements, their difféevels of
engagement with nearby néwwadian communities shaping thewn expression of
identity. Settlements close to centres of colonial power dressed in more Ewcgden
modes than more rural settlements. Beaubé&sgiowing strength and impance as a
trading huband zone of intercultural contact the other hand, reveals itself in a
developingstyle of its own As we will see below, Beaubas&rfashionsncorporated
more local materials and displayed knowledge of Indigenous techniquesiale
engagement with contemporary Europsetyte. Had the deportation not taken place, the
new incorporation of material culture evidence suggests that Beaubhassd have
developed a distinctive regional culture, one which was less heavily influbpced
Europe tharthe settlements closer to Port Rqyalthe Acadians who settled in

Louisbourg

The history of the eighteenth century is often traced in goods. In the production
revolution, the consumer revolution, the beginnings of capitalist consumption and search
for catalyst commoditiesye attempt to definthe ways in whiclobjecs have shapeithe

beginnings of the modern era. Production and consumption areavatverthe only



means by which material things shape and define us. The combined acts of
deconstruction and reconstitution, blending old and new into a third cré@atither old

nor rew and yet both at the same tinis an intrinsic part of the colonial settler

experience, and one which can be seen as a simultaneous reshaping of both objects and
the identities defined by those same objects. The touch of the human alters the landscape,

and the landscape inherently alters the ways in which humans can touch and shape it.

Moving into a new environmental and cultural space, the French settlers who would
become the Acadians over the course of the next hundred and twenty years were shaped
by their new environment, aritieyshaped it in return. Like the red duffel wool
described by Boston merchant Brook Watgbey unravelled the cultural understandings
they had brought with them, laid them on their loorast to new threads from their new

home,and rewove them into something both unique and still created of the past.

Structure

The purpose of thithesisis threefold: first, to add to the body of knowledge around
Acadian dresand accessorigas well agheir productiorof and use fortextiles.
Second, to situate that textile culture within the Atlantic world and explore the notion of
developingAcadian exceptionalism within the realm of dress andrsglfesentation.
Third, to build a methodology for indirect analysis of dress andhaaemt for a group
andregion where no garments or depictions of garments have survitieelpieesent day.
To those ends, | will be discussing those three threads in relation to the material and

documentary evidence surrounding four majorpxpulsion Acaian sites: Belleisle



Marsh, Beaubassin, the Melanson site, and the Acadian preséneadiFortress

Louisbourg.

A thesisof this nature must be interdisciplinary by desigierdisciplinary studies
rely on the frameworks and interpretive methods olftiple academic streams to bring
new insight to old data or interpret new matefiairoducing two or more disciplines
together allows for crosshecks and corrections where one disci@imaethods might
allow things to slip through the crackslt is vital to include alternate knowledge
formations including expertise from practitioners and practical experts in textile
manufacture and desigrs well asoral histories of the region and the perspectives of its
original inhabitant$® While the process hasawbacks, the added value of

interdisciplinary work in this case outweighs the potential problems.

The multiple frames of referenpeovided by historical archaeology, Atlantic history,
and material culture studiepena new interpretive path into the Acadian world.
Interdisciplinarity is an attempt to reconfigure the ways in which information has been
collected and analysed in the past. Separating material out intddexistorians and
artifactsfor-archaeologistssolates factsBringing them back together into the same
analytical space returns vital context to betdentiary poolsintegrating the raw data
into the conversation on the maritime Atlantic brings Acadians into the broader picture,

andoffersthe chace to examine their choices in the context of empire as well as colony.

Previousstudies of Acadian dress and identity have focusedmnnfortunately
limited amount of surviving documentation. Gaps in those redwde been filled by

drawing on genet&nowledge about European and colonial dress of the Winde



extremely useful as a starting point, thesdualsourcesprimarily generated by outside
observers at single points in tinag limited in their scope. Geographical, chronological
and cutural differences between the settlements and over the course of Acadian
occupation are better seen omacehaeological data is included in the conversation.
Different sources open windows into new interpretive worlds ta@@dssemblages

collected from A@dian sites movas beyond the limitations of the written record.

Wheretexts may suggest an inwalocused Acadia, the human histories traced in the
material goods appearing at Acadian sites adjust that pfétEeshionable buckles and
cuff links trace the outlines of genteel clothing alongside silk hose and gleaming brass
spurs in some areas, whitents ofMi&maq influence in others adds a unique local
elementTraders engagg with transoceanic networkaoved goods in and out of the
region, connecting Mkmatki with France England,Iindia,IndonesiaBoston,
Newfoundlandand Louisianaall theseroads converging in Acadidhe hundred years
of growth in Acadia were apowerfulmomentn time. Hve generationsearched for and
founda sense of self and of place, only to see it deconstructed by trauma afti¢oss.
Acadian identity of today is not the same as that which existed twenty years after the
deportationwhich in turnwasnot the same as #twhich existed twenty years before
There was an identittherenevertheless, formed in the embwodit of style, in code
switching and the combination of practicality and luxéirg remade tapestry woven in

the space between empires.

Usinglan Hodde@s metaphor of entanglement as a guide, this thesis argues that it is
both possible and productive to use those human histories of Acadia and the surviving

material culture to reconstrulcist detailsof Acadian dresé! The webs of connecins



between people and the objects theylep@cquird and consuna the values placed on
them, the symbols inherent in each and the social context that swedalinof them
makes a coherent picture. The holes left by missing inforn@ationhis case the
vanished textileand garments can be imagined as puzzle pieces, the outlines

determined by the dependencies created by those things we do know and understand.

There are necessarily limitations to this research, some of which are based on my own
status as an outsider. As nAnadian ad norrIindigenous, my understanding of the
nature of Acadian identity can only be informed by diligent reading of materials written
by those who are. Thibesisis focused on identifying the interactions, intersections, and
spaces which enabled the genedithe Acadian sense of group and seéntification,
and the ways in which those manifested in their apparel. Along with that must come the
acknowledgement that the vast majority of people living in the region in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuriegere Indigenous, and their presence had a lasting impact on

everything that took place in their ancestral territories.

1.1 CHAPTERS

This work explores the nature of Acadian textile culture and how it relates to their
communal and individual senses off s€extiles and associated articles of dress are used
as a lens through which to examine the growth of an Acadian material identity, their
engagement witimarkets anahetworks outside of Acadia, and ways in which their dress
and adornment changed from seitring French to a vernacular that was distinctly local.
Acadians were not a monolith, and the environments and communities in which groups

found themselveplayed a large role in how their sartorial identity was expressed.
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Chapter One explores the wapswhich scholars have discussed, defined and
disrupted material culture theory in genegald dress theoiin particular It also
includes discussions of identity, Acadian history as it has been debated to date, and

attempts to lay out some definitions that will make the subsequent arguments clearer.

Chapter Two describes tleavironment of Mikmaki where the French landeand
began building settlements. In examining the physical and social environment, the ways
in which the settlements grew, changed, aniditgped fromone another, walsohave
the space to discufiseir differencesThe archaeological explorations thavealed the
sites of Beaubassin, Belleisle, Melanson, Fortress Louisbourg and the most recent work
at Pointeaux-Vieux are also reviewednce the stage is séte chapter then discusses
tradé®d how goods moved in and out of Acadia, the networks througthvthey moved,

and the values those goods held for the pewpleinteracted with them

Chapter Three moves the discussion from people to objects, with a look at the tools of
creation spindles, spinning wheels, sewing kdsd scissors. Scissors pautarly played
a large role in the definition of femininity, as spinning, cardargl weaving did with
communal labour, forging bonds within and between families and netwehkpter
Fourexamineghe different types of textiles available to and worn by Acadians. The
ways in which specific textiles were made, ysed reused is the core of dress as a

subject

ChapterFive considersthe notions that survived thieecay of the clothing over the
intervening centuriesThe chaptefirst examines buttons, buckles and closures, the pieces

which defined the edges of the body and the points at which clothing transitions back into
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skin, the edges of the artificial sefuckles and buttons show a side of dicen dress

that corroborates findings in domestic artifdcthat the Acadians not only had access to
but interest in fashionable clothing, that they engaged with the Transatlantic trade
networks, and that there was more than Ac&dianstyle The second art of the chapter
integrates Acadian religious life into their dress, examining jewéllerucifixes,
reliquaries and symbolic beads. The values they held can be seen in the images and
tokens that they held close to their hearts, the stories evoked inyaitpery on the

crucifixes particularly connecting them to their roots in France and the Catholic Church.

In Chapter Sixhis thesigliscusgsgarment types, turning the human body into a
display piece for a world of goods. The clothes themselves have not survived, but enough
remains in trace evidence to draw some conclusions about the styles of dress worn in the
settlements under discussionddrow those styles were blended with local materials and
aesthetics in order to create a new and useful reimagining of ider@iiagterSevenis
the conclusiongdiscussing how the archaeology of Acadian dress helps us to broaden our
understanding of whthe Acadians were, how their sense of self and community

developed, and how tiadit into the changingransatlantic world.

1.2 METHODOLOGY

Many methodologies have been proposed for dress studies, but all them revolve
around one vital componéntan objecor artifact to be analyzed. The great strength of
material culture studies, the way it revolves around actual, tactile, experiential things, is
also its greatest weakness. Survivalrtstrary, the chance that a piece of clothing

survivesintact to be sidied reliant on things such as wearability, the reuse potential of

12



the textile, the moisture content of the area in which it was &aptyhether it was
subject to harsh cleaners or salts dutiaglife. In the case of the Acadians, no
garmentd indeednotextile® have survived from the pi@eportation era, and so we

are left with a conundrum. How can we study a thing, when the thing no longer exists?

We can say with absolute certainty that the thing we want to study in thididase
onceexist. TheAcadians were certainly not going about their daily business unclothed
particularly not in the long, cold winters. The acidic soils of the Maritimes disintegrated
any organic remains other than bone and a few scraps of leather, but there is a way in
whichwe can resurrect these old pieces. Clues exist, scattered through surviving
documents in both French and English souréésere written descriptions and probate
inventories fail us, archaeological evidence provides an opportunity to uncover more.

Even thesimplest of linen shifts leaves behind a legacy in the articles that surrounded it.

The contexd the world in which the garments were wérdefines the parameters of
the kind of dress that was known, available, and considered appropriate. Many metal,
bone and wooden tools used in the manufacture of textiles and clothing have survived
Their construction and desiginemselvesonstrain and define the kind of materials that
could be created, as well as inform us about which ones were more common or prized.
Finally, the remnants around the edgje®mtions, eyelets, rings and jewels, buttons, beads
and buckled sketch out the shape of the spaces left behind. Closures and decorations
indicate both what kinds of garments they were attached to as well as giveshimtha

colours, stylesand shapes that were being worn.

13



Rather than arguing from absence of evidence, we can instead fit the pieces we do
have around the edges, defining the empty spaces loytsidecontours. There will be
extrapolations and assumpts, by necessity, but this method allows us, in clear and
replicable ways, to resurrect the ghosts of garments past. My methodology is a form of
inductive reasoninthat draws ondn Hodde@s metaphor of entanglemendsing the
availablesourcesand theassumption that everything in the Acadian sphere was
entangled in a collection of prerequisites, relations and cultural meanings, p®pase
a scenaridor the absent pieceghich fits that combinationof documentary, contextual,

and archaeological edence.

Entanglement is a means of describing the various processes, objects, people, and
relationships which connect taling. They may be triggered because of it, necessary to
create it, or affected by its presence or abserwd poth trigger and require otlieings
in turn?? Take, for example, homespun wool. An extremely simplified chart suggests
some of the entanglementsttikannect with it. Wool fibres are necessary, which require
sheep. Someone must care for the sheep, requiring knowledge of animal husbandry and
personnel available to corral and shear them. Looms are necessary for this kind of woven
textile, and spindlesraspinning wheels to turn the fibres into thread. On the other end,
adequaténomespun provides the basis for clothing, bedding, and a potential entry into

trade networks.

In reality, of course, this chart is extremely simplified. Many other tasks arléavo
with production and distribution, and other equipndeahd by extension production
labou® is also required. The shears require blacksmithing and iron production; the

labour requirements demand a workforce trained in carding, spinning, weaving, and
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Figure 1.1. By author, after diagrams by lan Hodder (2012)
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fulling; that extends to the potential foendefbased relationships to the tasks; the
environmental conditions necessary to raise sheep, wear warm wool, and provide dye
plants And furtherprerequisites and networks are involdeithe pots for boiling the

water; costs of production compared to those of other textiles; limitations on who can
wear wool compared to access to other fibres; and so on. If any of these factors were
different,the Acadian relation to and external reaction to the Acadian use of homespun

wool would alschavebeendifferent.

As an example, how may we suggest that, at Beaubassin in the da#@g\cadian
women were wearing the fashionalbdbdes de chamb®These casual but elegant day
dresses were worn by the women of the French court in the eighteenth century, but the
looselypleated fullength gowns are not commonly considered to be part of wime
wear in rural AcadiaThey do appear in probate inventories for Acadian women living in
Louisbourg in the 1730s and 1740s, however, and many of the entanglements present in

Beaubassin suggest that robes de chambre were part of fashiwwoai#as wardiobes
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(see Figure 1.2). When all thi@ngsare pulled together into as complete a web as

possible, we can see where the missing pieces should fit.

This thesis takethe archaeological and documentary evidence relating to articles of
dress, adornment, tebet manufacture, embellishment, and repair, and sguhémn in
context. That context includes not only geographical and temporal contexts, but the
values, symbols, and roles played by various dress items, the social and moral value
systems which related western dress in the Early Modern period, and the relationships
between people, places, and things which influence all of tRaselensinghese to
narrower categories makes the data more managéadtzintextin which Acadian dress
choices were mag¢hetoolsused to gather and transform the materials, anddtiens

and accessorieshich embellished and structured the garments they wore.

None of theartifact collectionsare enougton their ownto build a detailed case for
individual Acadian wardrobg oridentify specificmeans by which Acadians

accumulated and deployed their clothing and accessories. Bringmgdgether with

data from primary source documents and other contextual informatidmat givesus a
better sense of trends and anomaligsng a database and separating each entry into
small, discrete data poirdtsseparating colour from material from quantity, and so on (see
electronic addendupfppendix Bd allows for robust searcheghich can be cross
referenced in newvays to bring out previously unseen patterns and conneétions.
Following the connections and relationships between artifacts and the human factor

traces out a bigger picture into which a range of garments must have fit.
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The process requires a clear understanding afahtextin which garmentsvere
designed, constructed, and wamrthe seventeenth and eighteecéimturies The
environment plays a powerful role in determining what clothes are worn and by whom,
andénvironmenbin this case includes more than the local ecosystéis.thesis uses
genvironmenbhereto include the physicakocial, and economiegnvironmentsThe
physical environmeris the geography, climate, flgrand fauna bothisefuland
dangerous, and anticipated hazafdg social environmermoverssocioeconomic roles,
gendered expectations, notions of childhood atudescence, divisions based on
sexuality and marital status, religious mandates and customs, internal and external
pressures to conform or resigtrtainideals, and the current fashions of the elitee
economic environmemevolves aroungurchasing poer andavailability of raw
material® including processing time and ability, trade goods, travel tiares levels of
contact with other groups. Understanding whatAbadianshad, what they needed, what
they brought in, what they made, how they made tlzew the grammar of the garments

around them is a required first step.

The context in this case also includes how the artifacts in question were excavated and
the histories of tharcheeologicalprojects involved. The number of sites which have
been tested is very low, which reduces the quantity of artifacts available as well as the
families and individuals with whom we can associate specific objEutssites havalso
beenonly partially excaated, potentially over or undegpresentingroportions of
various items and item categorig$ie informatiorthat is availablehowever, isrery
valuable Field notes and dig reponsovidethe contextual data necessary to plot space

use and associatisrbetween the recovered items. Looking at where and how tools were
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found gives clues as to patterns of use. An awl, for instance, is a multipurpose tool with a
few possible interpretations. Finding one in close association with beads and a pair of

scissorshowever, strengthens the possibility ttret awlwas being used on textilés.

Thetoolsavailable to a population determine what kinds of textiles they are able to
produce, how textiles and adornments can be modified to wear on the body, and the
stylesof decorative embellishments that can be produced. Spinning wheels and spindles
differ in designbased on the kinds of fibres they were designed to spin, anddirke
embroidery scissors speak to a differeett oftasks than large tailas shears. Tools
designed for embellishment work indicate interest in decorative arts and leisure time to
accomplish them in a way that plain domestic scissors do not. Textile historians and
economists have written extensively on produtievels possible with various weaving
tools other tool® bodkins, for exampk® used for specific dressing tasks ar@ications
of the garments they laced in place. Tools also reflect the social and economic
environments of their production and use. Gentéeces of production equipmearie
gendered in their use, while others, like gold or silver thimbles, reflect the socioeconomic

status or aspiratioof the users.

Lastly, theaccessories and notiomgorn with and attached to garments define the
outer @ges of those clothing articles. Bathggeshow thegarmentdunctioned and how
they closed, sain the bodyand were made special. Strings of besdtsrnechecklines,
pins and brooches closed kerchiefs, and shoe buckles separated European leather from
Indigenous moccasins and fieldwork@meoden clogs. The designs of buttons and
buckles spoke to social aspirations, as well as notions of civilizaamslinked to

concepts ofenderand religious jewellery embodied faith in physical form. Ideologies
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can be teased out from the ways in which people decorated their bodies; conceptions of
genderstatusand connection both to local spaces and the greater world are present in
the forms and styles of the small finds that populate archaeological sitesiaadm

collections.

One of the critiques of entanglement theory is theasts too broad a net and the sheer
volume of datanvolved indetanglingmakes useful interpretation difficaltif not
impossible?® The most immediatelysefulresponsés to set boundaries around a
scenario to keep the data set contaidetnowledging that these limits are essentially
arbitrary, they ar@everthelesaecessary in order to impose some form of structure on a
project.The scopewill be different for every undeaking, taking into account the

researchds time, the nature of the research project, andetipeireddepth of the answer.

Temporally, thighesisengages with Acadian material culture between the years 1670,
when Acadian homesteading spread and settiesniecreased, and 175G, theperiod
of escalatioreadingto thedeportation. Geographically, it covers four Acadian
settlements and a set of Acadian houses within French Fortress Louisbourg. Those five
locationswere chosen patrtially for the accessipiand quantity ofelatedartifacts and
documentation, as well as for their different geographies, politics, cultures, and
relationships to the metropole. Agallecion, they provide a useful crosgction of
Acadia.Socially, elationships between humans have been tiapithin two degrees of
separation, primarily focusing on family groups and personal links. Merchants and
Atlantic trade have been covered in enouglitietsewhere that repting that labour

was unnecessary.
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The study has been divided into thematic sections, each one focusing on a different
component of dress and surrounding evidence. Some, s@iapter Three: Domestic
Toolsare more focused on tlegtant physical evidence, while others, suchapter
Four: Textilesrely more on text references, import and export data, and the overall
contexs of production andrade in the networks to which Acadia belonggltiare
brought together i€hapter SixGarmentsfor a discussion of what those wardrobes
likely looked like, and again in the conclusion, for a chance to compare and contrast the

different settlements and their specific vernaculars.

Thegeographicascopeof this thesis includeour main locations: Beaubassin, a
community in Siknikiwith a spiroff settlement at Malpeque Bay; to the boundaries of
the Belleisle Marsh; the Melanson settlement on the banks of the Annapolis River within
thebanlieueof Annapolis Royal; and to Louisboura French settlement where a few
Acadians made their home. The analysis draws on surviving original documents,
archaeological evidence from those sites, and studies of the contexts that surround the

artifacts, textiles, and lifestyles of the Acadians ptiothe deportation of 1755.

1.2.1 PRIMARYSOURCES

Interdisciplinary projects require contributions from a variety of different fieldsaand
variety ofprimary sources. This thesis is built on foundations laid by Atlantic history,
historical archaeologynthropology, and dress studies, and draws on primary source
typesused by eachlhosebased in the discipline of History are generally document
focused, analyses predicated on access to collsafdaxts and textual fragments which

together build a lger picture of life within apecificgeographical and temporal frame.
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Anthropologyalso uses archival materials @&ntbr investigations of contemporary

societied first-person interviews and observations to exarhumaan systems and the

means by which valigeand beliefs are communicated and changezhaeology

incorporates documentary research but focuses primarily on artifact evidence and the
physical contexts of discovery, tracing the liaaks of civilizations through their impact

on the physical worldDressstudies often favours an objdutised approadis well

using item biographies as a means of accessing human interactions and understanding the

systems within which the objects moved.

Each discipline brings powerful strengths and different mehegamining an
historical population irsitu. Combining the main strategies of the fiédartifact and
archival research, coupled with investigation of systems, contexts, impacts, and
interaction® brings us to an interdisciplinary mod&he low quantitie®f documentary
evidence produced by Acadians, or about Acadian values and daily life from insider
perspectives, necessitadkes broader scopd o answer the questidrnwas there an
Acadian vernacular of dresand what does their clothing and textile use tell us about

their selffashioning and cultural identifywe must pull upon a wide range of sources.

Documentary evidence on the lives and lifestyles ofdeqgortation Acadians exists in
scattered referenceBhe nature of the settlements and the violence afie¢pertation
both limited the amount of material that survived to be archi%@te predominain
survivingnarratives are those which were written by literate contemporaries such as
French entrepreneur Nicolas Denys, travel writer the SieDiéteville, Englishnan
Robert Hale, or the Honourable Brook Watson, a baronet and secretary to Lt. Col.

Monckton at Fort Lawrenc#.Such descriptions were often incomplete, told from
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external perspectives, abthsedo appeal to the expectatioasdmotivations of the

author and expected audience. Where they correlate with the pleysaahcethey are
extremely useful; where they contradict, they onfyenmore questions. Inventories and
legal papers providesomewhammore politically neutral information. Council minutes,
reports on trade, and the documentation leading up to and surrounding the deportation
have been studied extensively in a number of different cont®ecords of ship sales

and commercial transactions with Acadians at Port Royal and Fortress Louisbourg
provide another window into Acadian trade practices,mnbatenventories of Acadian
women who married French officers and officials at Louisbourg allow us some insight

into the lives of Acadian women in a French urban environAient.

Physical evidence of Acadian occupation has been uncovered at a number of sites in
the Mitkmaq districts oKespukwitk, Sipekné&atik, Eskikewakik, Unamakik,
Epexiwitk, Agg Piktuk, Siknikt, and Kespek, which are now known more widely as
modernday Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and parts of New Brunsivick.
Archaeologicakxcavationdiave been carried out a number of Acadian sites, but a
great deal of work still remains both to identify and study otheraddition, only small
portions of each site have been excavated toatatenany remain untested and
unexplored. The artifacts that have been recovared tiny and possibly nen
representational part of a much larger whole. While this makes overarching declarations
difficult-to-impossible, we do have enough on hand to make suggestions as to what those

assemblages represent.

The artifacts studied in ithesiscame predominantly from sites in Kespukwitk,

Sipeknékatik and Siknikt (around the Minas Basin and the Chignecto Isthmus), and the
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addition of Fortress Louisbourg in Unatki& (Cape Breton). Recovered during
archaeological excavations between@86d 2012, the assemblages from Beaubassin,
Belleisle, the Melanson Site, PoirdaxVieux and the Acadian homes in Fortress
Louisbourg give us a crosection ofdifferent modes ofAcadian life, domestic

conditions and a sense of urbaensusrural priaities 3! Artifacts uncovered at a handful

of other sites like Port La Joye and the Roma Site in Epexlalk $aintJear/ Prince

Edward Island) and Grand Pré help to provide additional detail and corroborate trends for

the main sites described below.

Table 1.1: Dress-related artifacts from Acadian sites

Beaubassin Belleisle Louisbourg Melanson Other32

283 42 128 148 264

The artifact collections used for this study are partially housed in the Parks Canada
laboratory in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, and the archives at Fortress Louisbourg. Other
items are in the collections of the Nova Scotia Museumstilbunder study by the
excavation§primary investigatorsThe colonial fonds held at the Archives nationales
d&Outremerin France, and their copies at Library and Archives Canada, contain original
letters, censuses and other official documentation surrounding Bydéhmeh American
colonies Others can be found at the archives at Fortress Louishitnrdlova Scotia

Provincial Archivesand Cape Breton Universiiy Special Collections.

1.2.2 ARCHAEOLOGICALEXPLORATIONS

Archaeological interest in Acadia grew during the +#vientieth centurgoncurrent

with the expansion of Canadian archaeology following World War |l amdisle of
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Acadian institutions following N&AMseriBs unswi

of surveys followed by targeted excavatiamshe 1960s, 1970s, and 19&fjzened up
sectionf these settlements to modern eyes. Some, like Beaubassexgeadnced
disruption or renewed use following the Acadi@asparture, limiting the contextual
evidence available. Others, like Belleisle, Melansom PointeauxVieux, remained
untouched. Acadian houses in the French Fortress Louisbourg were disrogbtéy the
English occupation and then Frenckozupation in 1745 and 1748, and the evidence
there is different again because of the different lifestyle lived by the urban Acadians. The
archaeological record complements documentary evidence suclviasgysarish

registers from Annapolis Royal, land claims and censuses, allowing for deeper insight

into the lives of individuals and communities.

Archaeological interest in the Canadian Maritimesdwaginued to grow throughout
the twentieth and twentfjrst centuries’* The availability of funding andnprecedented
industrial growthin the 1960s and 1970s elsewhere in Catedl#o new protections for
heritage sites, a new focus as of the-d8F0s on cultural resource management, and a
concomitant reduction of funds available for traditional projgtésadian archaeology
wasinfluenced bythis cycle, witha largenumber ofnew projects developed and
executed between 19651985 followed by others in the first two decades of the twenty
first century Those projects, and others since, have opepeew ways of
understanding Acadia timeline and presented a saddentiarybase fromwhich to
interpret Acadian daily life. The things the Acadians touched, that they wore, that they
produced, bought, and threw away all contain traceslationships between the people

and their things
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Belleisle(BeDi-2)

In 1960 John Erskinperformed a survey of Nova Scotia and identified a number of
places which would benefit from further exploratidiis includeda handful of potential
Acadian dwellings omsite in the bend of the Annapolis Rivassociated with the
Belleisle marsH® Brian Preston from the Nova Scotia Museum followed up with sarvey
in 1971 and 197%hich found multiple foundations on the marshd objects that
confirmed preexpulsion Acadian occupatidfhDavid Christianson and his team
performed a largescale excavatioat Belleisleeleven years later, including opening up
another small dwelling to the west. The majorityhad clothingrelatedartifacts were
found near the hearth in the feature desigm&touse £8 Guillaume Blanchard, Mards
brother and the most likely resident of House 1, owned a ship and was involved in
numerougenterprises, including both farming and cabotage (transport of goods), in the

first decade of the eighteenth centéty.

A large amounof work has been done on the materials and data gathered from the
1983 excavations, but the next major exploration of the site did not take place urtil 2004
2005, when three more dwellings were excavétédiarc Lavoids work on the site
reveaed two new houseicluding the feature designated Housaglwell as a new
collection of domestic artifacts from House 3, all associated with the family of Germain
Savoie?! Later research on land concessienggestethatHouse 4vas the home of the

family of Pierre Gauddlit Will Denis, and his wife Marie Blanchard.
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Beaubassin(BIDb-20)

The memory of Acadian occupation at Beaubassin was never lost, tradition naming
hollows and dips in the ground as former homes and outbg§diti that remained of the
oncethriving settlement. Physical evidence emerged periodically, as in the late
nineteenth century when a new railway line was put through the Beaubassin / Fort
Lawrence area, disturbing the old cemetery and revealing hummams#? In the early
twentieth century historians noted the presence of approximately thirty potential Acadian

cellars in the region, clustered in pastures south of that same réil line.

Figure 1.3: Cameron Map of Beaubassin 1955 H.L. Cameron, Acadia University.
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H.L. Cameron at Acadia University followed up in 1955, basing his excavation
experiments on information from an infrared aerial photograpmtakthe 1940s. He
recovered some artifacts from theigeg mostly animal bones, which were later
determined to have a high probability of Acadian orfjifihe sites of the purported
cellars were backfilled by the landowners around the same time period, leaving a map
which Cameron created (sEgure1.3) as he primary source record for thellar®
original locationg® This map was the basis for a series of later investigations in 1967 and
1968 for which reports were never filed, but remain partially documented in

archaeologist Pierre Nad@field journals'

Pierre Nadods surveys revealed Acadian settlements of varying size in the
Beaubassin region, though a number of the reported sites did not reveal any corroborating
evidence'’ From visual examination of twentiiree potential locations, five returned
either artifact or groundhollow evidence that suggested prior occupation. Of those, only
the apparent locations of Beaubassin (the village), La Coupe, and Le Lac contained
artifacts that could be dated prior to theportatiorf® La Coupe and Le Lac, both
settements burned by Abijah Willard in 1754, producedmore thaminor artifacts
during the original survey® The settlement of Beaubassin is the only one to have
undergone serious archaeological exploratfdrocal historian Paul Surette disagrees
with Parks Canada tentative location of Beaubassin, locating the village further up Fort
Lawrence Ridge, though surface surveys conducted of the area have not yet provided
support for his argument. His extensivegarch into church records and family
relationships, however, provide some useful ways of looking at the connections

permeating the village spaces.
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The 1967 survey was designed to identify trace evidence of the villages in the area of
the marshes. Nadded a series of excavations of the site believed to be the village of
Beaubassin the following summer, testing eight different spots in the hopes of
determining the archaeological potential of the &fémalysis later showed four distinct
Acadian contextsvithin the sites tested, with much of the original area of the village
disrupted by regular cultivatiof. The remains of two Acadian homes were discovered at
operations 7B7 and 7B8, constructed in a way consistent with other Acadian dwellings,
with woodenfloors at the ground level over fieldstone foundatitiBoth houses were
situated in the transitional area between the uplands and the marsh at what was likely the
southernmost limit of the original village of Beaubassifihe dimensions and original

ocaupants of these houses are still unknown.

While the tearts original intention had been to return to the site and continue
excavations, no further work was done on Beaubassin until\iB86Marc Lavoie
tested the site as part of a larger exploratory ptajethe Beaubassin regiofhe team
focused on two smaller sectors from Nadooriginal test area, and a new space to the
northeast® The tests identified a refuse deposit associated with a structure at 7B2
originally discovered by Nadon, as well as ixed-use site with artifacts dated both pre

and posieportation, and a site reflecting the 1756 British occupatiofY.

Parks Canada purchased the property in 20@performed a smakcale project to
test Camero@s map, as well as further attemfidocate Acadiatera structures and
artifacts®® The test protocol for this excavation avoided previously tested areas in favour
of locating the filled cellars present on Camésooriginal map. Out of thirtgix tests

sixteen locations revealed evidendgnor occupation, some of which were gré5Q
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All the artifacts recovered fit with the dates of Acadian, rather than the later British,
occupatiorr® Dressrelated artifacts recovered in 2004 included a glass pendant, a brass
pin, and button&’ Following the tests, Charles Burkad Parks Canadaganized a five

year series of public archaeological digs as a means of encouraging interest in the history
of the region. More than six hundred members of the public took part in excavations in
the Beaubassin and Fort Lawrence areas between 2007 and 2011, uncovering and
cataloguing a significant number of artifaét®ieces discovered during this process were
predominantly small finds, many of them related to trade. Metal straight pins were
particularly common, approximately one hundred and twenty found in closlalgd

suboperations?

Melanson (BeDj-04)

Andrée Crépeas excavations in the early eightieseopd one of the houses in the
Melansorsettlement and revealed the remains of a wide selection of imported domestic
goods The finds, mcluding a pair of scissorsyuggestethat the house had been the
residence of a wetb-do family 83 Following Crépeads excavations, the only work done
on the sitebefore2010 was some damage amelioration work performed by Charles Burke
in 2003, which yielded no artifact$ Stéphane Noél and ArnyMarie Faucher from the
Université Laval performed a further series of exdawatof middens at the Melanson

site in 2011, focusing on the recovery of zoological remains and associated} tools.

Maps from 1708 and 1710 mark some of the houses on the settlement with the name
fiMelancong one of whichcorresponded to Feature 8the original survey&® Feature 8

was excavated by Parks Canada in 19885, in the project led by Andrée Crépgeaind
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is still the most comprehensively studied feature on thisHite stratigraphy shows a
series of unfortunate events taking place wipidserve not only some of the
inhabitant®possessiondut a chronology for when they were owned and used. The first
of the four structures built dfeature 8nay have been a baor outbuilding, but by the
time the second and third versions were bhdtbuildings were constructed with hearths
and ovengsindicating their use as domestic dwellings. Tihad structure burned in the

first half of the eighteenth century, and another new structure was rebuilt on that site

post1740, only to be destroyed 1755%’

This feature turned out to be the house of the eldest son of the founding couple,
Charles Melansoriils, and his wife Anne Bourglite Jeanné® CharlesMelansorie filsd
home would have been built sometime before 1708, when it appears on the Delabat map,
and likely circa 170701, wherhemarried®® The first house on that foundation was
destroyed by fire at some point thereafter, possibly in 1710 when British attacks
degroyed a number of settlements in the dfeBhe rebuild of the structure is what
makes it most interesting, as the debris from the first house was not fully cleared away.
Rather, new clay was laid down in the hearth area and the cellar to create nelw smoot
surfaces, and that clay trapped some revealing debris for later discovery. A number of
domesticartifacts were revealed from this layer during the excavation process, including
remnants of four or five pairs of iron scissors, a bale seal, a buttompmedytass
beads’! The house next door, designafeshture 9, was the residence of Melardson
sister Madeleine, who lived there with her husband Jean Belliggauneand their
children.”? Belliveau died in 1707, and his widow and children remained living in the

house only fifteen meters from her brother and sister inftaw.
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In 2010 and 2011doctoralstudent Sdphane Noél performed a site survey, a series of
shovel tests and somadden excavations at Melanson, focusing on evidence of Acadian
foodways and kitchen debri$Noéis work at the site uncovered and tested three new
features, identified four middens, and excavated two of tFa®éthe cellars tested, one
was attributedd the household of Jean Roy dit Laliberté and Marie Aubois, a mixed
Black and Indigenous married couple living in the settleniémgy had moved in on the
urging of Anne Melanson, who brought them back with her when she returned to the
settlement after hdirst husband death’® Feature 11 on the site has been identified as
the house of Anne Melanson, Alexandre Robichaud, and the five children from
Me | a n frst madrisge to La Tour. The bulk of the artifacts recovered from the
excavations and tests wdoed and domestic refuse, including an abundance of clam
shells and bones, as well as a large collection of pipe $fe®asne small dresselated
artifacts were recovered, including buttons, pins and thinibleséks analyses are still

underway.

Louisbourg

Demolished by British occupiers in the 1760s following the French loss in the Seven
Years War, the decaying remains of Fortress Louisbourg were designated a National
Historic Site in 1928° Reconstruction of the fortress and a quarter of the surrounding
town began in 1961, with the intention of turning the site into a living heritage resource
to open for Canada centenniaf® Art historian J.R. Harper carried out the first surveys
of the site in 1959, confirming the placement of the fortifications ance s the town

buildings®! Edward Larrabee joined the project in 1963 and had to coordinate
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archaeological work with the competing schedules of the engineering teams, leading to

debate over the purpose and direction of the project as a #hole.

Ultimately, a small permanent archaeological team excavated the areas intended for
rebuild, working closely with historians, archite@sd engineers to reconstruct the
landscape, personal histories of previous inhabitants, and the patterns of their daily
lives & The high water table on the peninsula whereftigess is located makes for poor
drainage, something that must have been an annoyance for those living in the fortress
during its original occupation but one which, combined with rising sea levels, was a boon
for archaeologists in the twentieth century. The water seepage flooded foundations and
cellars, among other dtig features, which preserved organic materials that have

survivedelsewheré*

Only a quarter of the towhas beemxcavated, the rest left as undisturbed as possible
Periodic maintenance efforts have been underway since then to combat the effects of
erosion and environmental dam&§&urther rescue operations have been triggered as
necessary, in so much as offidiahding permit$® A survey of the remaining site was
performed in 1986 and while funding cuts have reduced the number of personnel working
with the site, work has continué@Most of the reportthat have been generata
internal, however, and have rmen published in publicly accessible ways. The over five

million artifacts collected are available to researchers at the fdrtnessves.

The majority ofLouisbourg@s inhabitants were not Acadian, and the four excavated
properties known to have had #&fian occupants have also all had-+Aaadians in

residence. The uncertainty of provenance and the blurring of time periods that can happen
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on a site that was periodically rebuilt and disturbed makes identifying Acadiaed

objects more difficult, but rampossible.

Malpeque Bay / Low Point / Pointeaux-Vieux (CdCx-5)

Located in Low Point in the northwest of Prince Edward Island, overlooking
Malpeque Bay, the archaeological site designated €diSxalscknown asPointeaux
Vieux, an Acadian settlemeatcupied between 1728 and 1758. The homesteads here do
not appear to have been destrogledng the deportatigrwhich took place in thefsle
Saint-Jean between the years of 1755758. Rather, hearing the nefssm mainland
Acadia,manylsle SaintJearsettlers packed up and left before being forced out, leaving
their houses empty apart from the minor detritus of thirty years of [¥iBgscovered
when ocean and weather erosion exposed bones and ruins, the Malpeque Bay settlement
was the focus of an emergency recovery excavation in the spring of 2009, followed by
more concerted efforts at a house site between-2009%° Artifacts from the
excavatims are still being processed, and what is there gives us a powerful insight into
life outside of the Acadian thoroughfares, a more distant satellite settlement that

nevertheless maintained connections with hubs like Beaubassin.

Spearheaded by provinciakchaeologist Helen Kristmanson, the first testavation
uncovered a bake oven and some domestic artifacts as well as the remnants of a small
house typical of those built by Acadians. The site was located near a range of useful
natural resources, includjrstands of trees for timber and a spring of fresh wWatEnat
detritus, however, has made the difference in preservation. The local diet, heavy in

shellfish, ensured that the calcium from the shells neutralized the acidity of the soil and
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slowed the ratef decay for artifacts deposited nearby. A number of finds have been

turned up in the area of the excavated house, including trade beads, a small thimble found
near the hearth, multiple bale seals including one with the image of a lion, buttons, aglets,

and buckles’* While the evacuation at PoiréixVieux was slow and the residents were

able to take most of their belongings with them, the nature of the sheltered basement and

the small deposits has left behind evidence of their use of domestic space.

1.23 PRACTICALMETHODOLOGY

Thisthesisdevelops a methodology for investigating clothing artifacts when those
artifacts are no longer present, bringing together previous analytical work with a more
concrete process foniagingand incorporating the available information. As the rising
field of material culture studies regularly demonstrates, a great deal of information about
individuals and about cultures can be determined from examination of their physical
contexs. Research into material culture begins with the assumption that there are
predctable, causal relationships between a passenvironmental, social, and historical
contexts, and their actiod$Dress and textile artifacts, as researchers including Adrienne
Hood and Joan Severa have shown, are certainly no exc&b@boosing betwen iron
or copper scissors, wearing skirts or trousers, weaving patterned fabrics or plain, all have
triggers behind theéh external motivations that go beyond matters of personal¥aste.

Any item changed by human hands contains evidence of desires antbbeshthat led

to the manipulation, creation or destruction of the object in question.

Artifact assemblages give us access to the physicality of material space in a way that

even the most descriptive of prose cannot approach. The differences in range of

35



movement allowed by different cuts of coat, for instance, changes the nature of the
wearefs body, and their ability to move through different sp&ded@at change

invariably alters the ways in which peojpleysicallyinteract with one another, and in

turn, with the communities around them. The impact of the feedback from outside
viewers in turn generates changes in theisghiression and expression of the

community®® The untied stockings of Acadian farm labourers, for exadnpleommon
adjustment freeing uie body for physical wotk were perceived by English observers

as evidence dhx morals and laziness on the partshe weareré! The very physical

nature of objects can be understood as having direct and potentially measurable impact
on both the naturef the bodys engagement within a space, and cultural responses to that
engagement. We cannot study the one exclusively without attempting to understand and

incorporate the interactions and influences of the other.

The important question, and one whicls lb@erat the forefront of dress studies
scholarship almost since the disciplméception, is how to identify those triggers.
Objectdirected studies focus on the physical evidence which can be gleaned from a
unique object, while fashion studies are enlikely to begin with a collection of
garments or accessories of the same or similar types. Igor Kapytoffceptualization
of theficultural biographg of an object or collection of objects brings both together,
exploring the collections of meanings an object accumulates as it moves through different
contexts?® The metaphor of material entanglement provides a similar perspective, with a

focus that movefar beyond the material and into surrounding cultural landscapes.
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Analytical Stages

In Entangled: amArchaeology of th&elationshipsBetweerHumans and’hings,lan
Hodder describes human cognition as reliant on material tPifigee ways in which we
think are dependant on physical objects as focuses and triggers for ideas. Along with that,
we have the habit akarrangng items toinspirecognitive connectiongs withthe
regrouping of scrabble tiles to find new word possibilities, or sorting owtthight
edged puzzle pieces to help conceive of the bigger pititikéanaging the quantity of
information involved in even earefully constrained thesiequired careful
implementation oflata collection and analysis strategesd the development of an

interface that would allow for this kind of manipulation of electronic objects

Availability of informationrequired some fluidity in movement betwedifferent
stages of the procasshiefly between primary data collection and conexdluation.
Unpicking complex connections and tensions betwiEgsalsomeans staying in a
constant phase of+4&valuation as new information comes to light, making the naming of
stages as arbitrary in some ways as the boundaries set around the quéstidinst
place. Stage one was data collection from physical and textual sbdinceisg the
thingswhich are solid and extant and turning them into electronic artifacts within the

same analytical space.

Stage two was assembling the direct contextifatrmation about the settlements,
people, and materiatlirectly associated with each of thecordedhings This focused
on the physical andas accomplished through primary and secondary source research,

including excavation reports, environmental gggsdgenealogical evidence, and other,
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similar work!%! Stage threexplores thenore ephemeral nature of beliefs and cultural
pressures, includinfyirther entanglements betweeraterial detail&nd the social,

cultural, religious, economic, and politicalntextsof an early modern French colonial
presence® This again drew on primary and secondary sources, this time extending
geographically, politically, and temporally throughout the Atlantic, the religious and
cultural tensions that came from France, Newlgnd, New Francand Mikmaii,
interpersonal relationships and contemporary perspectives on morality, modesty, gender,

life stagesand otherconceptuastructures®?

This method can be imagined as charting the progressive ripptes handful of
pebbles cast inta pond. The centre of eachncentric expansiois a particular item or
line of textfrom the database. Each successippled or stage of explorati@n carries
us further away from the origintdling, expandingour understandingf its surroundings
Simultaneously, each set of ripples contacts, bounces off of and changes the other ripples
with which they intersectMoving back and forth between the stagesngcessarypart
of the procesas morecolliding wavesand their effectare exposedeginning with the
micro and moving progressively outward to the macro level, we can extrapolate the total
picture.At the same timddentifying newripples and understaing their impact can

give us suggestions for the shapes and sizes of the missing pebbles.

The preliminary research stadges this thesis involved discovery. Many of the
artifacts excavated from Acadian sites are in different locations across the province, some
only partially catalogued or conserved. Once collections were locatedhe
immeasurable help of Parks Canadzhaeologists and support staff, the staffthe

Nova Scotia Miseumand Fortress Louisbourgrchaeologist Sara Beanlands and
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Doctors Lavoie and CottregRiobins, | sorted through the materials for each site and
isolated the items relating to dress, pas@dornment, and textile manufacture. Other

items were found by contacting small museums across Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
and in one case, filing a freedom of information request for the conservation records. This
process included sorting througld@zen drawers at Louisbourg, more than twenty boxes

at Parks Canada, and visits across the province to the museum at @rahd Pr

archaeology lab afiniversité SaintéAnne and multiple visits to the archeological

collections at the Nova Scotia Museum.

Most of these collections are not recorded in electronic forneaistingcatalogue
sheets are in a wide varietymmdnstandardormats.During the datecollection process |
supplementedie information on those sheets and the collection reedttdield notes
from the originakexcavationsas well as notes from the conservation labs on the
composition, origins and likely dates of the materials. Artifacts which related to
grooming but noto adornment, or which might have been carried on the body but whose
primarily function was not clothingelated (combs or pipes, for example) were omitted
in the name of restricting the scopiethis thesisltems associated with Acadiase but
which cauld not be firmly dated prior to 1755 were eliminated from the study, which
excluded a number of items from musedimstorical collections. Artifacts which were
likely to be textilerelated but not identifiable ascadian(aswith some of the scraps

foundat Louisbourg) were similarly cut.

Trackingentanglementbetweerthingsrequires the ability to place them in
juxtaposition in new ways, and so a robust data management plan was required from the

beginning.Beginningwith an Excel spreadsheet for a daséeach item was givea
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unique catalogue number which could then be erefessenced witldetails such as
colour, materialsand conditiont In order tdfill in some of those detailis was
necessary to catalogaé the supporting data and research available on the sites included
in this study, including (but not limited to) field notes, internal governmental reports,
organizational documents from the museums and Parks locations, interviews with
primary investigairs, and published materials both physical and electronic. Textual
reference$oundin primary source documenitgcluding inventories and descriptive
passagewereentered in similar wayS'hose necessitated the additiometvfields,
including author andirect quoations while omitting accession numbers and other
archaeological data. In athe database currently h@gl entriestotalling over a
thousand individual itemshe vast majority ofvhich arefrom known archaeological

contexts. A electronioversion of this catalogue can be found in Apperlix

Stage twanvolved detailed research on the individuals and families associated with
each site, the geography and environment, and the particular histories of each settlement.
In this | was greatly aidd by the work of David Christianson, Marc Lava@ad Charles
Burke on Belleisle and Beaubassin, Andrée Crépeau, Brenda Dunri phdrEéiNoél on
Melanson, Helen Kristmanson at Pointe aux Vieux, and the staff at Fortress Louisbourg
including Anne Jonah ahElizabeth Tait, and theiastvolume of research on the history
of the fortress and its inhabitarll8 Where items in the database could be related to

specific families or individuals, those associations ve¢serecorded.

Stage three requires outwarsvement from the immediate to the immaterial. The
items in the database provide the entry point to discovering the sociocultural pushes and

pulls that engage with them. Items must be understood not just through their physical
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characteristics, but for theégns and symbols they have accumulated during their use
lives, the meanings and weight that they held for their specific producers and chain of
users, and the representational power that they currently poBsisssan only be
understood by pulling on ¢hthreads connected with those concepts; using spur buckles
as an entry point to understanding the early modern conception of gender presentation,
for example, othe connections between embroidery scissors and concepts of [Elsaire.

specific contexts afiress and adornment inform this discussion at its core.

The Context of Dress and Adornment

When considering small finds, we need to look at them as more than the sum of the
simple functions they provide. At itaost rudimentarjevel, a needle is usuglevidence
of sewing. The nature of consumption patterns and the availability of choice, however,
make the presence of an item reveal more about the social worlds occupied by the
original owners. Arjun Appadurai describes consumption as being inheiismtigl,
relational and active rather than private, atomic or passavel objects once regarded as
trivial can be the sources for a great deal of informafibKopytoff expands on this,
consideringartifacs to be more than physical objeété Rather, each can be identified as
having a culturally constructed role or roles of its own. Objects acquire and develop
specific meanings over their lifespan, accumulating relevant experiences as they pass
through multiple hands. By tracing the paths areciiakes, we can begin to unravel the

layers of meaningnobject or class of objects accumulates over time.

One caveat to consider when attempting to reletéacts to specific activities and

locations withina household is the existence of cachesladdenobject behaviours in

41



colonial (and beyond) era housing. Groups of domaestifact gathered together on a

site may be considered in the context of cached or hidden objects, where residents place
items within the walls of a house in order to wafidoad spirits otto attract luck. The

bulk of these types of assemblagesweverjncluded witch bottles, paper documents or
books, shoes or other clothing artict€$while buckles were found at Belleislean

space that has been tentatively identified as a storeroom, they do not appear to have been
attached to shoes at the time of their interm&ithe Melanson assemblage includes

sherds of broken pottery, a butidieads and a bale seal, not items generafig@ated

with caching!!® The contexsuggests domestic remains for both rather than deliberately

concealed objects.

Beginning from the assumption that methods of human communication do not have to
be intentional or even necessarily immediately conscures® consisting of clothing
and adornment can be recognized as a vital mediubness works as a boundary marker
between groups, and as a mediator between the body and the outsidéndmittlials
choose dress meanings multiple levelof consciaisnessincluding both personal
choice and culturaligeterminediappropriaté clothing. Economic and trade factors,
production methods and movement of items, the ways in which clothing engages with the
human body and with the built and natural environmentsaai an impact on what
people wear, and how. While methodologies have been proposed, thefariso flone
true way to perform material culture studies, or by extension, dress studies. This leaves
the field open to experimentation and exploration, addaace to bridge the work being
done on analysis of individual items and socHgakl enquiry Objectdriven projects

give us deeper insight into the social history of individual items, drilling down into
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worlds which may not be recorded in textile community level assemblage analysis

gives us a better view of inconsistencies and moments of social disjunction.

People are inherently intersectional, a blend of a dozen different factors influencing
everything from production choices to personal daily wear. It is impossil@aticely
extract the environmental from the cultural, the origin from the settlement, the political
from the economic. Moreover, texts are skewed in their perspective and inherently
biased,artifact limited in scope and bounded by the realities of environmental damage
and rates of survival, inventories potentially redacted and only showing us a slim cross
section of societywWhen clothing choices depended on access to textiles through
production and smuggling, on adjusting to local environments, on the cultural influences
of five or six different aesthetics meeting in one shared space, every one of those factors
contributed to the overall whole and must be gently teased apart to berfdélystood. In
an interdisciplinary project the limitations of each form of study can be partially repaired

by the othersallowing moreconnections to be drawn.

1.3 LITERATUREREVIEW

An interdisciplinarythesissuch as this one requires a broad resdasckground as
well asone with considerable depth. As such the nature of the literature review must be
to encompass not only the disciplines directly involved, but the nature of
interdisciplinarityitself. What follows is a series of discussions of thedprainant
conversations in each field, along with the sources most relied upon flistiigsions

underway in the various fields today
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13.1 INTERDISCIPLINARYTHEORY

Thecurrentdiscussion regarding interdisciplinarity as a solutionirforeasing
specialization of academic disciplines has been ongoing since@fie CHP. Snow
registerecconcerns about the breaking down of academic inquiry into physical scholars
and literary academics, with little communication between the'tives Moti Nissani
defined it in 1997, interdisciplinary research involves the bringing together of two or
more disciplines in academic thoudghtThe creation of new knowledge comes out of the
ways in which those disciplines are combined, whether for researchtiedata
purposes, or artistic expressitid That concept has been expanded over time, with
differentiation made between tradsciplinary work, multidisciplinary, and cross
disciplinary, all with theiindividual strengths and drawback¥.Interdisciplinarity as a
concepigained acceptanade the twentyfirst century, with graduate programs and think

tanksencouraginghe use of interdisciplinary theories in modern scholarsfiip.

This separation between the academic and the practical can be seen clearly in the
realm of fashion and textile studies. The production of textiles and clothing has long been
dismissed aéartsand craftor, with the undertone of persistent ingrained mysty, as
womerts work (as compared to design, a r@beninated field, which has the respect
given to intellectual pursuits). Even modern academics fall prey to careless error in
otherwise very wellesearched works when they focus on the economics and
marketplace significance of textilesithout consulting the craftspeople who have spent
lifetimes building physical expertise in those same commodities. A major theme running
through thighesisis the direct impact of the physical world on secidtural

dewelopment, an argument thatimderdisciplinary at its corel'his dissertation is also
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transdisciplinary by some definitions, in which the distinction is between the integration
of academic or practical knowledge from different fields of stdéiFhe phystal

knowledge of textile workers and dress specialists is vital to the arguments offered below,
and the differentiatioh a means of ranking academic knowledge as separate and perhaps

superior to applied knowleddecauses more problems than it solves.

Critiques of interdisciplinarity have focused on the dilution of knowledgemay
come with the procesand the potential for lessened rigour, as it is difficult for a single
researcher to stay abreast of developments in multiple fi€l@sitics also pint out
misconceptions in the base concept of acadésiliging,0 questions of the lonrterm
sustainability of interdisciplinary work in the modern university environmentttaand
unforeseen impacts of rising enthusiasm for this form of academic reiimadtd
Objections on the basis of difficulty of review, few funding opportunities, career
difficulties, and limited number of outlets for interdisciplinary scholarship, however, will

self-correct over time as momecoming scholars engage with interdistiary tools*®

Material Entanglement

While material entanglement theory stems from current work in historical
archaeology, it is by its very nature an interdisciplinary con&aganglement theory
attempts to restore a psychological and social convexttfjects, peopleand relationship
networks by reintegrating as many of the original connected elements as possible, from
trade networks through to colour meanings and contemporary literary metddhatso
moves away from identifying objects and influences as discigtas$ion points, and

attempts to integrate each along with the feedback loops that restrict the theoretically
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infinite possibilitiest?! Early conceptualizations of entanglement were grounded in
colonial archaeology, and in a search for new ways to unddrtia traditional

colonizercolonized dichotomy??

lan Hodder argues for a new view of the interrelationships between humans and
objects, where awstraints, affordances, and dependences lock them into both specific and
constantly shifting sets of relatiships with one anothéf® Hodders addition of
temporality to actenetwork theory and hiexplorations of the networks of causality and
influence give usewvocabulary to discuss the intricacies of life, even when many of the
specifics may be unknowi? Material entanglement theory potentially remains at its
most useful when it is used to deal with questions of interacting networks, and the

tensions that come into play when two or more webs of entanglements t8llide.

1.3.2 ACADIANHISTORY

The history of Acadia first garnered widespread interest followingthuication of
Longfellowds Evangelinein 18472 The longform poem was deeply sympathetic
to the Acadians, portraying them as innocent victims of British cruelty and depicting
them in a pastoral, almost feudal light. Early anglophone writing on Acadia focused
on the deportation as a defining event arnile usually critical of the deportation
itself was often more sympathetic towaBistish decisions?’ Francophone writing
around the same tingresentediuellingimages of feudalera Acadians asither
obstinate and ungovernable people wesistedhe ntrusion of external
administration, ad as in Abbé Casgratawork on the regiod acheerfully

obedientand deeply religious flock® Acadian writing about the deportation itself
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began with Acadian historiadfidouard Richar@ bookAcadie.Reconstitution éin

chapitre perdu dethistoire ddAmériquein 189512°

Both anglophone and francophone work continued through the early twentieth
century, with texts moving outward to examine Acadian connections with other
colonies!*® Emile Lauvriéreés 1924 history of Acadia was the first full French
language history of the AcadiarGGaspéhistorian Antoine Bernaid books
following soon thereafter! Interestincreasedn the midtwentieth century
increased followinghe Acadian renaissanachaeology and the social history of
the Acadiangracing the development of Acadian cultaf@onologically, through
migration patterns, genealogical woand material cultur&? Bona Arsenaufs
historical and genealogical survey of Acad@me at the end of this period, as did

Andrew Hill Clarkis geographical history of the regibf.

In the 1970s, alongside the boom in Canadian heritage archaeology that
accompanied Cana@acentennial, work expaad on the collection and unearthing
of new sources on the Acadians and evaluating old ones in newfay® group
known as the fAAcadiensis generationodo enyv
treated as more than a subsection of Canadian or British irhpistiary 13° This
group includedNaomi Griffiths, John Reid, Margaret Conraéindrew Hill Clark
and Jean Daigleamong othersTheirinterest in regional historiedded new
complexity toolderideas about Acadian society asitbne new light on notions of
Acadianagency:3®* A movement away from the economic studies so popular in the
mid-century accompanied this shift into discussions of social histories, alongside a

reintegration of marginalizedoices, including those of women and Indigenous
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peoplest®’ Growing interest in genealogy and family histories encouraged the
growth of individualized and localized publications on Acadia. Stephen White
Dictionnaire Généalogique des Famillies Acadienwas the magnum opus for

this area of research, and both popular and amateur historians drew on hi¥work.

Francophone surveys of Acadia multiplied around the same time, Maurice Basque,
Georges Arsenault, Yves Cormier, Phil Comeau and others coveringtibiey lof
Acadia in both broad and narrow strok&Nicolas Landry and Nicole Laig major
work Histoire de fAcadie,updated in 2014, was first published in 2001 and quickly
became an essential refereft&-ollowing the tirn towards localization and
specialization, the 1990s and early twefitgt century saw trends in Atlantic history
swing back toward a broader vieRart of this recontextualization involved
reconnectindghe disparate and enriched pieces of Acadian higttoya broader, trans
oceanic picturé?! Explorations were also made of a number of aspects of the
Acadian economy, trade relationships and environment, which laid the groundwork

for future work on Acadiaculturallife.42

Definitions of Acadiandentity were embedded in the questions being asked about
Acadias place within the Atlantic world, and Naomi Griffititeveeping workrom
Migrant to Acadian : A North American Border People, 1-80%5was the culmination
of her argument that the Acadiatentity hadformed during the late seventeenth and
early eighteenth centuries, and persisted after the deport&tidacile Vidal argues for
a selfconcept solidifyingaround the timef the Conquest, whilter Gilles Havard
Acadian identity was primarilgreated¢hrough the trauma difiedeportation in 1755

Historian Carl Brasseaux suggasthat the Acadians were the first European group to
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develop aistinct new identity in North America, one patrtially altered by the new

physical and culturdindscapes in which they found themselé&riffiths has

arguedfor the development &n enduringAcadian social identity alongside political
identity, as a result of the balance that the settlers tried to maintain between opposing
French and English imperial pressut®ddodson, Kennedy, and Faragher have all
challenged this interpretation in various ways, exploring the intricacies of identity
formation both prior to and following the trauma of the deportatidriie Ronnie

Giles LeBlanc looked at the deportation as a series of events taking place across most of a

decaderather than a single traund.

The changes in Acadian historiography, moviram folklore to political
overviews to closén examinations of social behaviouedl have the effect of
distancing the image of the Acadians from the mythology developed by the
introduction of Longfellowls Evangelingto the popular imaginatiolf® Interest in
the folklore of Acadia and the impact that has had on the historiography of Acadia
has picked up in recent years, questioning the very nature of the traditional
archetypes and the ways in which historians have engaged witHthehe
deportatio, previously used more as a chronological benchmark, has been re

evaluated, along with work explorimscadiads role in the greater Atlantic world°

The newest frontier in Acadian historiography is the concept of the frontier itself,
and how the ways in which Acadia itself is and has been defined change how we
consider Acadian culture and livgsregory Kenned§s 2014 bookSomething of a
Peasant Paradiebegins this shift, moving the Acadians out of popular imagination

and returning them to their French roots, rejecting suggestions of Acadian
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exceptionalism and distinction prior to the deportatiddohn Reid, Jeffers

Lennox and Allan Greer, in the matime, have challenged the older definitions of
borderlands, marches, frontiers and even property tenure systems altétfdther
predominant thread in these most recent workgéframingof the time period
usually calledoloniabas one which was in actuality much more heavily
influenced by theollisions between European empires and Indigenous nations.
Moving away from a narrative which focuses on¢hbéoniesas primary actors

these texts take on different ways in which-pristing powers intersected and
influenced one anotheacknowledging the presence of a strong Indigenous world
that had its own perspective on the arrival of foreign empires. Within these webs of
relationships and intersecting tensioAsadiaemergess a nuch less defined and
far moreliminal spacein which empires, nations and peoples engaged with one

anotherat the fringes of state control

1.3.3 INDIGENOUSHISTORY

Until recently, the majority afvorks on Indigenous history had been written from the
outside looking in. The only written documentation available on ceetacindigenous
lives had been left by European explorers, whose biases were both apparent and
subtextualMi&maw history has tditionally been recounted and maintained through
oral history, which has ndiistoricallybeen allocated the same level of consideration in
westernacademic spaceSome of these oral histories are now being recoadddnade
available as electronic resaes though the act of recording itself changes the ways in
which those histories can be communicafédRecent movements toward a

decolonization of the academy have opened discussions on the place of different source
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types and approachess with Marie Baisteds work on reframing the humanities in

generaf®

European explorers and colonists who encountered the original inhabitants of
Midmadi in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuteecribed them asuriosities,
culturally, politically, and economically unsophisticated inhabitants of a resoigice
environment>> Writersincluding theSieur deDiéreville, Samuel de Champlaiand
Marc Lescarbotlescribe the Mkmagq with an air of curiosity, and these early records
remain some of the fesources for information on Nkmaq lifeways at the timén the
nineteenth centuryBaptist minister and missionary Silas Rand spent years studying the
Midmag from an early ethnological standpoint, recording linguistic information, oral
histories and follore °® The Indigenous nations of North America were erroneously
viewed as a vanishing people at this time, and ethnological tneéted toward
cataloguing a terminal culture, usually with an eye toward the benefits of conversion to

western Acivilization. 0

Early to midtwentieth century writingby authors like Wilson Wallis, Bernard
Hoffman, and Alfred Baileygrappled with issues of identity and the ramifications of
colonialism*®’ The perspective was stprimarily western and colonial, however, many
histories relying far more on ttagchivedwritings of Jesuits and French explorers than
the Peoplé own wordsResistance against the Indian Act in the 1950s and the White
Paper in the 1960slong with the accompanying social upheaval and land claim
processesghanged much of the dialogue surrounding the Canadian First N&ffons

Historical scholarship began to reflect those changes in both approach and tone.
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Bruce Trigger and William Wicketook the lead ime-examinng the colonial
narrative andtheyrevised it with the aim of redressing old wrortggSome texts were
still primarily ethnographical in natut€® Othercomplex analyses that emerged from the
mid-late twentieth century took Nkmaw perspectives more into aaott, returning the
Mi&magq to a central role in their own historias with Harold Prirédiscussions of
Midmawcultural survival and resiliencé! The reexamination has continued in the
work of settler researchers, with publications taking apart oltioigygies and
assumptions in every field from linguistics to geography and concepts of land
occupationt®2 Thomas Peace has looked at Acaeditkmag relations both in his
doctoral thesis and in later research papers, arguing for a diversity of reactions and
interactionsacross different regions of Kkimatki based on differing uses of shared

spaces and resourcés.

The most important change in #magq historiography, however, came with the rise
of Midmag scholarshipas researchers such as Olive Patricia Dickason began to
reconstruct the history of Indigenous peoples in Canada from the insitfé ldat work,
along withthat ofDaniel Pauland William Wicken, has interrogated the impact of the
political changes of the eighteenth century odiksiaw communitiesResearcloy
Mi&magq authorss vital becausef their authorship from inside the communig well
as forthe strides authors like Paamd Shalan Joudigre making towards decolonization
of the format of academic writin§> Now re-integratingoral historiesand practices of
Two-Eyed Seein@longside written documentation and archaeological findings,

Midmag gholarship is in itselbecomingholistic and interdisciplinary?®
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134 DRESS ANOMATERIALCULTURE STUDIES

The archive has, for the past two centuries, been the ggoevedw of the historian.
The main focus of the discipline has bemsimgthe documentatioleft by previous
generations ttease ouevents that have shaped the current state of the world, and to
understand thprocesses of change which led a system from one state to afi6Tfes.
benefits that texts give, howeyean also béneir limitation. Covert and overt bias is an
intrinsic part of any written record, whether because of an issue of restricted literacy,
problems in human communication, the wiesiccess to information, or manipulation
of facts to further political or psonal agenda$® Sparsedocumentation leaves room for

conjecture, and it is here where other forms of evidetaea geater role

Material culture studi€s the study of objects and how they can expose human social
history and cultur@ evolvedin the latettwentieth centurput of a series of concurrent
streams of inquiry. Historians looking for information on smadlesle economic trends
looked to consumption studies, while art historians, curators and archaeologists began to
seriously explore the layeas$ cultural meaning embedded in the objects they recovered,
collected, and interpretéd® Research into the natuoé objects as commodities drewa
theories of capital and production, tying the concephdjlgects value into its use

within monetary exchange?

Fernand Braudel and the French school of historians focusiad amplications of
individual choices in theieconomic historiegncouraging thisewer interest in the
smallscale and personaf! A shift in focus in the 1980s from timeeans of production to

the end users of goods was bolstered bgracurrentise of interest in consumerism
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studiest’2 Social history followed suit, historians such as Peter Burke turning attention
toward the processes of history and the systems of smgagement which were
historicallythe purview of anthropology/2 Anthropological theory entered the field
through the work of scholars including Mary Dougdassl Arjun Appadurai, forging a

new interdisciplinary bridgé’*

From there, the study of consumehlaviour pushed out along three specific
trajectories: how the movement or possession of material goods indicated or conferred
status, how demand for fashionable objects changed manufacturing and other economic
patterns, and the role of the individual omstructing meaning for objects within their
spheres of awarene5S.Kenneth Ame8interpretations of objects as texts for the reading
of daily life honed that focus on construction of meaning, drawing in theories of social
communication and semiotics whialould become a much heavier focus in later object

directed research®

Archaeologist Lewis Binford emphasizes archaeology as the appropriate site to begin
explorations of this kind, despite resistance from other discipliesiescribes the
potential present in the way cultural systems were reflected in a €vciedyerial
goods!’’ Three goals within archaeology that can be extended in turn to-oljeeh
material culture studiedames Deetz argues, dihe reconstruction of culture hist,
the reconstruction of past lifeways, and the identification of the processes of cultural
changed'’® Ann Smart Martin describes all of thesgifacts as comingwith their own
grammar) one that can be read and understood once enough context is Katvis.

througha combination of physical analysis and cultural reading of both conscious and
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unconsciously communicative items that unwritten social relationships, hierarchies, and

priorities can be made visibté®

We may reasonably comfortably situate ploént of disciplinary transitiofrom
economics and consumption studies to obpeted researdh the mid-1980s, when
material objects became seen not only aproglucts of political and economic action,
but as collections of symbols, fused into phgkitactile form!8! The interdisciplinary
model of objecdriven historical research began to truly find its legs in the late twentieth

and early twentfirst-centures

Object-based research

There is a distinction between obj@eintered analysis and objalriven analysis. The
formerhad been the purview of art historians, curatansl archaeologister decades
prior to making the interdisciplinary link€lose examination of a single oljeas
generally descriptive at this stage, with research focused on the materials, methods of
production, condition, and general aesthetics of an item, while archival work focused on
filling in the historical context® The shift toward a more sociologidarm of
examination moved concurrently with the shift from economic to consumer studies in

history and théinew new historicis@of the early 199083

At its core, objeetrivenresearch takes an item or an assemblage of similar objects as
its starting pait, treating ther@ asAilsa Craig describés asfivessels of meanirig
rather tharagencyfree carriersfor meaning®* The discipline is primarily concerned
with the process of finding and explaining the connections between objects and human

experience: objectsecome source texts in their own right, explored for evidence of
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social relationship&® Anthropology and material culture studies scholarship has turned
toward thewide range of information which can be gleaned from okjeioen analysis,
particularly inmodern anthropological contexXf€.In historical archaeology,

entanglement theory has been a subject of much recent discussion. Material culture
studies takes objects as a starting point, while entanglement theory looks at the webs of
connections which raye between objects, humans, and the relationships of dependency

and possibility that resuté’

A number of theoretical takes may d@nsideredn the study of dress, including
symbolic interactionism; semiotics, or the reading of symbols embedded in objects; and
class or genddpased analyses of consumpti6hEach of these frameworks draws new
information out of clothing and choices in dressjolitcan then batilized during the
kind of objectbased analysis used by art historians, curators, archaeqglagistextile
specialistd®® Textiles are now understood to contain as much symbolic meaning and

transformative power as any other ritual dlitatian object!*°

The notion of embodied information and physical communication draws upon
semiology, but also engages with historical projections of clothing as an extra layer or
boundary to the bod¥?* Dress becomes an individual communication withimaater
culturally-imposedfigrammar) an indicator of training and socialization required for the
creation of socially acceptable personal appear&i&hoice of clothing both affects
and is affected in turn by tremtanglements thatdividuals and groupsavewith their
political and domestic environmeng&ociologist DickHebdige supports this suggestion,
framing dress choice as part of a continuing conversation about power and status

relationships, seffashioning and moral pressurfé® Extant articles ofiress can bring us
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as close to the onamrporeal body as diary entries can to the original mind of the author,
a surviving shed skin that maintains the shape, hawtspriorities of the person who

lived within.

Western theoretical frameworksowevertend to place strong emphasis on a
disjunction between the material and the immateaiadiC. Pinney points out the
assumptions in that artificial dividé* Objectdriven social analysisridgesthe gap built
in to that problematic ontological dualisdules Prowés concerns about the difference in
deliberate and unconscious communication through art and everyday objects are
addressed ifara Hamling and Catherine Richard&recent edited collectioalsothe
first volume of analysis to bring material culture into the forefront as a means of
exploring premodern lives-®® The value of objects as primary sources for everyday lives
in particular requires reconsideration of the ways in which the immaterial can beedeveal
by the material, particularly revealing for the lives of those not commonly uncovered in

traditional documentary researtti.

Early discussions afress alsdollowed economic lines, considering fashion as a tool
used to indicate social status and rank, prevent the blurring ofso@mmmic
boundaries, and gumrt ofa pattern of jockeying for social powt¥f.The incorporation of
Ferdinand de Saussdsetheores of signs and semiologynd Barthe8application of
semiotic research to fashion writisgifted the conversation froofothing as passive
object to activearticipant in the production and dissemination of beliefs and v&ities
Hebdigebroughtthis notion of encoded subtext deeyo physical spacesvhere objects
contain and disseminate embodied messages of their own, while literary analysis often

reads clothing itemasagens of physical and spiritual chang® These embodied
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messages can be reflectatbithe world of dress, where the placement of boning or the

uses of different closuresshape the boundaries of physical moveri@nt.

The Problem of Method

One of the major discussions in both material culture studies and entanglement theory
is thatof deining a repeatable methodology. A number have been proposed and tested
over the previous three decades, though none have, as of yet, been generally.Zécepted
Most begin with an object or collection of similar objects of which a series of questions
can be asked. Those questions range from the very physical (material, size, etc) through
to the social place (affordability, availability, ef€§.Refinements to theethod tend to
focus on making the questions more specific rattear tjuestioning the need for question
lists at all?®3 Critiques of objectriven analysis come from various directions. A
discussion from Schlereth and Ames introduces questions of daizasuhe
representational nature of surviving objects, and most particularly, the repeatability of

this particular subset of subjective analysfs.

Interdisciplinary theoretical structures (for there is not yet one established scaffold or
methodology foexplorations of this sort) may focus on the broader picture, as seen in
studies of consumption and movement of goods, or on elbgsetd research which digs
deeply into the life cycle of a single item or connected group of itéhistegrated
theories haveuggested eamesdlevel of theory that rests at the intersection of these
respective macrand micrelevels of analysis, allowing for a focus on the community
level, and the intersections of human beings with theoretical systems in a more concrete

way 206
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There is, as of yet, no solid and universalbcepted methodology for dress studies,
nor even for objeebased material culture studies, but there have been a series of
attempts madeotdevelop a repeatable procé¥Beginning from a museum and
conservabnal context of physical analysis, dress studies scholars have incorporated
contextual analysis, literary analysis and symbol systems, quantitative analysis, studies of
production, documentary and database wankicombinations of all of the abo7e®
Much of the debatbas focused on how to balance the various intersecting parts,
foregrounding objects while at the same time keeping the discssmusfirmly

rooted in the spasdetween the physical, historical, and theorefi¢al.

While knowing howwhen and where an item was used and how it was valued is
important, we need to continue on, and dig deeper into the symbolic values it embodies,
and systems in which it participates. The drive in the search for a methodological
framework has, in part, ba informed by a desire to eliminate as many biased factors
from consideration as possible, creating a repeatable, consisitemtificstructure for
future project$1° The narrowing focus presents a problem, however, in that the more
rogue factors we trio eliminate, the more of the complexity is stripped away.
Entanglement theory provides a potential remedy, positing a framework which embraces

thecomplicated nature of material culture

Dress theory

The first suggestion in western academia that dradsl @ used as a source for
information on socigeconomicallydriven behaviour, gendesind consumption came in

the 1830swvith author Thomas Carlytis serial noveSartor ResartugThe Tailor
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Retailored)featuringa protagonist whose magnum opus was a dissertation on the
influence of clothing*! In the early 1900sociologists Thornstein Veblen and Georg
Simmel suggested that it was possiiolglace fashionable dress within a formal
theoretical framework!? The plae of fashion fully within a feminine realm at this stage,
however, contributed to the sense that fashion and dress studies were shallow, or even
frivolous, and true attention was not directed this way again until much later in the

century?t3

Dress studiesvolved from the intersection of material culture studies and textile
studies, primarily out of work performed in the 1980s and 1990s by scholars such as
Anne Hollander, Adrienne Hood, and Anita Rd$hHollandets work on the
intersections of dress, bodjesmd art focused almost exclusively on the ways in which
textiles and the body intersected in visual art. Her foray into dress studies, however,
established absolutely the importance of the semiotics of dress in fashioning an
understanding of the worfd® Anita Rush synthesized the growing argument at the time
that changes in dress could be linked directly to social phenottfeimundthe same
time, Anita Campbell was evaluating the viability of domestic and terdibded sources
for use in objectrivenresearch and material culture studies, opening up the potential for
not only theoretical but hands engagemenrit’ The consumerisrdriven narrative
thrust of social sciences in the 1980s appeared in dress studies as analyses of fashion,
demographics, anchanges in the marketplaé€.These economicakgriven analyses
grew commensurate with the risefipbwerdressingd the very title of the phenomenon
suggesting the inherent meaning ascribed to thedsphel fifastfashiono focusing on

the social histories of particular classes of commodfties.
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Those works blossomed in the last decade of the twentieth century, and the Spring
1990 volume of the Material Culture Review was entirely devoted to research with
textiles as sourcabjects??’ Dress studies appear to have launched into the academic
mainstream at this point. Adrienne Hd@sditerature review and discussion in that same
volume decries the lack of integrationastifactstudy with traditional historical research,
and lay out a potential methodology for the saffiel hat search for a consistent method
echoes that seen with material culture studies as a whole, a variety ofjteshni
proposedvhich began with the same type of physical anal§&i¥ariations included the
impad of the body and the imprint of that body on garments and associated artifacts, and
the body itselfs a vital locus of information for costume stud@sSevera and Horswill
determined that the changes made in clothing both by and to accommodate thge movin

human body could be read in an analyficahd more importantly, replicaldeway??*

Janet Arnolds intensive study of surviving articles of early modern English clothing
developed meticulous records of the cut and patterns for garments, as did bothtElisabe
McClellants study of early settler dress and Dorothy Burnisasimilar work with
Indigenous North American dre$®.Laura Peers and Laurier Turgésiseparate
archaeologicalibased works studied the use of single objects as the embodiments of a
journey,rather than a single moment in tindppadurads ficultural biographgin
action?2® Sociological and anthropological theory was not yet a deep part of this
interdisciplinary study. On the other side of the humanities, textiles were approached as
sources foethnographic research and visual anthropology, in some ways reminiscent of

the economic fashion study of the previous deéade.
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The move towards theoretical work can be seen in the late twentieth and early twenty
first century, with theorists including Atandra Palmer and Mary Brooks expanding
objectbased studies into a more multidisciplinary framework, integrating close object
study with images of the object, use patterns, documentary, and archival e¥fdence.
Garments themselves were being read as texts, elements of literary critique informing
projects, and objedatriven research and conservation expanded into interdisciplinary
spaces, with mixed resuft€ In response to accusations that historical reseadchai
involve the application of theory, Pederson, Buckland, and Bates discussed the nature of
dress studies theopyerall drawing on existing material from literary critique, sociology

and social anthropology as a starting pétfit.

Given the vastness ttie subject in question, there is a certain inevitability to the
multiple theories and methodologies that have emerged in dress studies over the past
fifteen years. The search for the core components of the field continues in some spaces,
while others wadk at the edges, incorporating premises from other disciplines on an as
needed basiS'! Current research directions include focus on global and-tratisnal
movement of designs; on the embodied nature of dress and dress resaatefratng
the practial experience of construction and wearing of garments; exploring curatorial
and display spaces and the connections between clothing and the built environment; and
extensions of research methods previously focused on westeré dmssidered for a
long timeto be the only redifashiongin counterpoint to théstatia nature of folk or

ethnic dres8 to other regions of the worfd?
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CONCLUSION

This thesiscontainsfour different streams of thought thatave together and
complement each other. First, apisnarily discussed in chapter two, the idea that
clothing choices and aesthetics do not emerge from a vacuum. A variety of influences
shape decisions about what to w&aeography, climate, environment, religion, social
pressures, age arapectations surroundirgende all contribute, as do factors including
access to materials, participation in local and international trade, and the economic status
of the individuals responsible for purchase and production. Identifying and understanding
those factors is vital to anysgussion of dress, which styles become popualargiven

time and placeand how individual aesthetics and choices are shaped.

Secondly, based partially on context and partially on current streams of thought in
material culture and dress studigss thesispresers a methodology for determining the
nature of clothing worn in a given context when the articles themselves no longer exist
for study.This methodologyelies on artifacts discovered in both archaeological and
historical contex@® foundin thegroundand passed down through the generations,
respectively as well as a complete review of available documentation and exploration
of the contexts described above. When the wardrobes themselves cannot be found, this
data can be used systematically talfthe edges of the missing piec€his is explored

in chapters three through six.

Thirdly, this thesignterrogats both the canpeting notions of Acadia as a series of
isolated settlements of Frenrelkcultured colonists on the outskirts of empire, and the

suggestion that Acadian culture was a fully realized ethnicity distinct and separate from
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surrounding peoples prior to the dejadion. The evidence suggests, rathtegt the

Acadians imat least somdlova Scotian settlements were engaging with contemporary
fashion and the transatlantic marketplace. Their contexts indicate more participation in
colonial French and English cultutean previously indicated througkamination of
documents alone. Adding the evidentiary base of the artifact assemblages opens up new
directions for discussion, and provides evidence that Acadians were consciously using
clothing as a means of communicatias well as a tool for cultural and economic

connection.

Finally, the environment, geograptand new cultural context in Acadia had triggered
a series of changes in the Acadian vernacular. Driven by different values than those seen
in the seigneurialystem that continued to exist in New France, and at least a little bit
inspired by their amiable contact with the First Nations, Acadian dress styles changed to
better reflect their new conditions in their new woBeyond that, the evidence also
suggestshat there was more than one Acadian dress vernacular, as the assemblages
found differ between the sites examined hBeaubassin, Belleis|®elanson and the
Acadian families resident in Louisbouage all that little bit different from each other
That set of differences might well have continued to grow and develop overiiuhthe

process was indelibly altered thanks to the traumatic events of the deportation

These changes demonstrate a shift away from early modern French emphasis on
particular styles and mannexich helpeddefinethe social structur@f the Ancien
Régime Literature and manners instructions of the time emphasize the role of dress and
comportnent in defining and demonstrating identity, and the emerging Acaltitimng

culturedisrupted those closely held systemnsso doing, Acadian dress was partially
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responsible for the growing perception of Acadians as a guhoge values had drifted

from those of the continent

This thesisxamines the nature of theAcadian clothing vernacular through the
materials and documentation pertaining to four naa@haeologicasites, with
supplemental evidence from others as appropriatéll show that a new and distinctive
style of dress was developing prior to the deportation, but thatvegenuch more
nuancedand influenced by contemporary New England and French fasthians
previously believedSome of that style was tied to trguigterns, some to geography, and
some tied to potentially deliberate ceslgitching based on presentation to external

viewers.

The following chapters will examine the geographical and historical contexts of the
locations, the archaeology and how muckhefsites have been explored, then move into
the goods themselves, individual and famit@hnections and relations, and the
possibilities for movement between the sitéa. from being isolated, the Acadians were
indelibly connected to the wider Atlanbtommercial network, and ttggobal network of
things Studies have been doal®ng these linesn foodways, glassand architecture,
and nowthis thesis addslothing and dreseelated artifacts into the discussion. The
things worn on the body, whether dealocally or imported, have a great deal to say
about the world in which the Acadians lived, and the ways in which they engaged with

that worldand the other groups of people living in it
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CHAPTER2: GEOGRAPHY, ENVIRONMENT, AND
COMMERCE

[S]lince the English have been masters of the country, the residents who were
lodged near the fort have for the most part abandoned their houses and have gone to
settle on the upper part of the river. They have made their clearings below and above

this great meadw.!

When it comes to dressing oneself, context matters. Human beings do not make
choices in a vacuum, and factors such as the climate and weather, the availability of
materials, and social expectations all directly influence what people wear, and how they
wear it. These preconditions can be ancimt altpervasive, like wet winter weather on
the northeast coast, or individual and shbvied, as with a wool allergydentifying the
surrounding preconditions for a region and a people, however, is tbgsaeg first step
in building a comprehensive picture of the restraints and affordances which influenced

them.

This chapter argues that the geography, climate, politiodl social environments
surrounding Frenchkettlers in Acadiplayed significant ras in the evolution of their
dress cultureOver the course of the decades between settlement and deportation,
different groups of Acadians began to differentiate themselves and their dress from each
other, as well as from France, New England, and NewcErahis differentiation was
not, as Griffiths has suggested, primarily spurred on by emerging political agency, but by
a complex intersection of environmental and social faétdtsese included thdifferent
physical environment from their original homassouthwestern France, as well as the

changingnature ottheir contact with the Mkmagq, thedistances between Acadian
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settlements and seats of imperial powearadian§commercial position and trade habits
vis-a-vis New France and New Englarahd the influences @ahe dominant cultures

present in the regions from which the original migrants came. Along with all of that, the
nature of the families themselves must come into play. Rather than view these groups and
their changing senses of self from the-tbgwn, as part of a larger political system, or
focusing on thevealth ofgenealogical data, this discussion focuses more on the networks
of families and individuals who made up the core populations of the habstation

questior®

Environmental conditionglay alarge rolein what materials are practical and
available,and these conditions can include everything ftbegeographyof a region
andits climate and landscapt® the available flora and faurfaThe moisture content and
pH of the soil determines what crops can be grown, for exampldoes the quantity of
labour available for varying types of agricultulidne presence or absence of calm
harbours and cleared trails alter the possibilities for tradkthee size and abundance of
fur-bearing animals determine whether one hide or twenty is needed to n@aiita
human bodyThose preconditionalone howeverarenot enough to explain dress
choice. The economic realities of a regasoplay apowerfd role, both in the
availability of traded materialshe diversity or homogeneity ofeess to resourcesnd
the nature of existingetworks of exchang®nce we have a sense of how materials
could be accessethen we must look at ¢tulture surroundigthe medium ofiress. In a
settler context, that includes the culture from whichcibleniss originally came, as well
as the cultures of the original inhabitants of the region where they settléiok level of

exchangehatexisted between therdress and adornment have been used throughout
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human history to convey specific impressions of the self and the group, and those
constructs, along with gender roles, seetmnomic strata, age roJesd the nature of
the intended audience for that visaammunication all come into plain order to
understand what people waaad why they wore jtwe must first explore the world in

which they made those choices.

Acadiais often described as relatively isolated, a border land kept separate by the
multiple-week travel times from Quebec and France, and the relative dangers of sailing
on the capricious Bay of Fundylhe geographic isolatioit,has been suggestenade
Acadian farmers increasingly vulnerable and-seliint® Kennedypaintsa portrait of
large farms working in semindependent but parallel streams, where trade was infrequent
and fluctuating, engaging with New England was a matter of necessity rather than choice,
anditineranttraderssuppliedsmall amounts of necessary godlstthe farms ould not
provide for themselveSAs this chapter will discuss, however, the region was far from
being an uninhabited, isolated area. Siknikt (the Chignecto Isthmus) in partiadlar
beena hub for trade and engagement with the outside viotid prior toand following

the arrival of European settlers.

Acadian occupation spread upward from La Harnd outward from Port Royal in the
mid through the late seventeenth century, settlers establishing a series of homesteads and
villages along the rivers, marshasd coasts. The traditional interpretation of
engagement between the existingliviiav communties and the new arrivals was one of
peace and mutually beneficial engagement, including intermarriages, mixed settlements,

and military assistance against the Engdfidihe documentation does not favour large
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numbers of intermarriages between +aite Acadians and the kmaw community,
though some families undoubtedly maintained closer relationships than Ottemi
Griffiths describes the arrangement as one ofuadunhterestthe groups originally
tendering assistance and later driftaggart as theipolitical goals diverged® Kennedy
envisions a scenario where contact was more limited, especially prior to 1710, when
military necessity forced a more active altaragainst the British. More engagement
certainly took place at fur trading hubs like Beaubassin than would have been seen at
predominantly faming-focused sites like Belleisle, but even then the answer is not so

clearcut.

The environment shaped the emerging Acadian mateiitaire, varying by location,
access to imported goods, local natural resources, and examples to imitate. Similar in
some way® and in someery differend to the land they had left behind in France,
newly-planted French settlers found that ti@gded t@dust to fit their new home as
much as they adjusted their lands to fit thé&mdrew Hill Clarkés study of the impact of
geography and terrain emphasizes the physical aspects, as studies like Jeémdaaigle
the economié? The history of occupation and lmse influenced trading practices and
resource accesdnderstanding all the moving pieces and reconciling thvitimthe

material culture evidence changes thivaditionalimages of Acadia.

2.1 MIGkmA &113

The Mi&maq Natiorhasinhabited the north east of North America &ileast
11,000 yearsa date supported by both oral history and archaeological r&tBeferring

to themselves asthukd The Peopl& one tradition says that groups originally migrated
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from the southwest of Tutle Island, the continent of North Ameri€aMi&maw oral
history references three separate @vatact cultural periods which generally correspond
to estabishedarchaeological sequences and material cylamd one which straddles the
pre-contact and antact periods and thessociated societal disruptiéhTerminology
developed bytite Confederacy of Mainland Ekmag the Nova Scotia Museymand
community elders names these periods

Sagiweék Liuk - the Ancient People (11,56B500 BP)

Mu Awsami Saqiwék - the Not so Ancient People (8,503,000 BP)

Kejikawek Linuk - the Recent People (3,00450 BP)

Kiskukewek Lanuk - the Historic/Modern People (c. 1000 CRresent)’

Mickmadki extenabdover 130,000 krf) including NoveScotia, Prince Edward Island,
parts of New Brunswick, Northern Maine, and into the Gaspé Peninsula in Gf@hec.
territory was divided into sevendtiicts, each under the control of a district chféfhe
Atlantic Maritime Ecozone, of which Mikmaiki is a large part, experiences cool
summers and mild winters overall, as a result of proximity to the Atlantic Ocean. The
relative humidity is high, andhée area prone to storms and hurricafi@he soils are
highly acidic, which impedes the preservation of organic materials except in
extraordinary circumstancgsut whichsupports mixed coniferous and deciduous forest,
and a wide range of flora and fauna. Many areas of the highlandsegaipbed for
farmingand the short growing season makes agriculture diffiédlhe lowlands,
especially the marshlands of the Chigedsthmus and the Bay of Fundy, are much

better situated for agricultural use.
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ThePeopldiving in Wabanaki Confederacy territony the pre-contactKiskukewek
Lénuk periodwere predominantly seamomadic?® Their annual routine moved them
from coastal regions in the summer further inland in winter, and subsistence activities
included fishing, hunting, gathering, and snsalhle horticulturé? Their society was
egalitarian and matriarchal, with leadersteptingin a hierarchy odlistrict chiefs, grand
chiefs and elderg?® Social units were comprised of blood relatives and friends, with
smaller hunting parties of close family breaking off when necessary. Large groups
gathered over the course of the yealdogerscale resource gathering and social
exchangé®Ear |l i er wor ks on the occ Eyadntriobias, o f
describing the preolonial area as @eriphery with little activity of cultural innovation
but more recent scholarshipagicularly that which considers Ekimaw voices, has
corrected that outdated evaluatf@mgricultural work cleared land for berry growth and
maintained stable game levefscultural mandate for sharing resourced aammunal
oversght of lands encouraged policies of stewardship and harvesting only enough to
account for current needs, rather than viewing land,,fiord fauna as profigenerating

commodities?®

While not nearly as extensive as the practices of fire ecology and fiti@egnamong
Indigenous groups further south, fheopledid have the smalicale practice of very
carefully managed controlled burns to change the land$caparing space for berry
bushes, and firing meadows to improve fertiftyesirable plants werdgnted and
maintained for smalkscale use, and regular campsites enriched with compost and burned
wood over thousands of years of occupatfoigricultural activities took place

throughout the year, including the tapping of maple trees for syrup, ancbthieg and
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harvesting of tobacc#.Suggestions have been made that the People also farmed crops
like pumpkins and beans, trading them with the Abenaki further $éHhilmting grounds
were allocated by district chiefs, and prior to the fur trade, proteais in place for

game managemeri.

While the number of villages and families withidmitkinag (Nova Scotiaat any
given point is unknowrgstimates of the populatidar pre-contactKiskukeweak Lénuk
give numbers of about 3,50®,000 peoplewhile others have suggestasl many as five
times that amoun¥ Their seasonal rounds following the harvests included hook, spear,
weir, and basket fishing in the spring and summer, shellfish harvestidgolection of
seabirds and eggs during the spring, summer and adtuinter hunting revolved
around moose, beaver, bear, otter, caribod other mammafé.Travel was primarily

along waterways, using cedar and bibeink canoes.

Descriptions of the Peopedresst the time otontact come solely from European
perspectives, subject to inherent bias and misunderstanding of what they were seeing.
Seventeentitentury witings from Nicolas DenysMarc Lescarbotand Abbé Biard
describe wardrobes based around leather, a preference that began to shift once woolen
strouds were made available as trade gbBenys described mémain garments as
loose tunics made from white moesian, decorated with red, violet, and blue dyes
painted on to the surface in a wide variety of geometric and representational patterns, the
colours sealed by pressing with a heated ho@emanner that Denys compares to the
gilding process® The tunics wergied rather than sewn, and worn open over aloth

and leather legging$.
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Womerts clothingwas similar in makeup, albeit covering more of the body. The
mooseskin tunics were tied over both shoulders and tied around the waist with a girdle.
This was worn with kneength leggings and sometimes wétkparate sleeves, tied on at
the back®® Moccasins were made of old moose leather, elaborately decorated with quill
work embroidery in red and viol&t.Quillwork and other embellishments were common
and prized by French onlookers, as were accessories noatétal materiald shell
and seed beads, local copper, stone, bone, teeth and claws, and-tyigtittuills*? The
ochres and dyassed for painting garments as well as bodies werée from locally
grown roots, barkand berrie$3 Smaller furs such astter, martin, squirreland beaver
were used by everyone for winter wear, and -coééther cloaks were made of bear, deer,

moose or lynx?

European contact came first in small doses, meetings with Basque and Portuguese
fishermen in the early sixteenth ¢ery introducing new trade goods into ddinaw
circles® The arrival of Jacques Cartier in 1534 began an era of wider trade with France,
and by 1550 French fishermen were common sights on the coast and in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence®® The fur trade developedoagside the fishery, antiése changes began a
permanent disruption in established patterns of exchange and latid’bsePeople
became dependent on materials being brought in by Europeans, particularly once the
guantities of game began to deplete thanksvertrapping and European encroachment
on hunting ground® Migration patterns changed along with the advent of trading posts,
the introduction of alcohol, and the behavioural shift from hunting for food to hunting for

trade®®
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The arrival of French settlers Kmitkinagin the 1630s effected more changes, both
to land use and to exchange and engagement. The precise level of contact and
communication between the People and the Acadians is unknown but some knowledge
exchange tooklace over the following century and a halbnnected both to proximity
of living spaces and the needs of the fur tr¥d@fficial records of the Mkmag
populationfrom the seventeenth and early eighteenth centeragre few and far
between, referensesurfacing in the occasional census and official correspondeante,
accurate population estimates and comprehensive records of settlements do tot exist.
What can be generally assumed from the references which do survive is that contact
between the Peopland French settlers began relatively amicably, with land peacefully
co-occupied thanks in particular to different requirements from the landst@pasions
would begin to grow as the cartographic fictiorodtadiadbegan to usurp the concept of
AVl &kmaiki,6and the People were drawn further into the imperial struggles for
domination ovethe regiorr?

Culturally, the levels of exchange grew as meettlers arrived, and then diminished
in later years as conflict increased, land use came under interrogatibMidkmaw and
Acadian priorities diverged Intermarriage between Acadian men andkiaw women
took place in earlier yearjough the quesin of the prevalence of intermarriage has
remained a point of debate. OlieDickason and Naomi Griffiths have argued for a
larger number of unrecorded marriages, primarily between women of the People and
Acadian men, while William Wicken has suggesteat there weresomewhatewer than
has been popularly believétAttempts to use DNA testing to resolve some of the

guestions have encountered problems with the reliability of commercial services and the
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data poolsequiredto make confidenmatches® What is known is thathile colonial
officials discouraged mixingsocial tiesstill developed in settlements like Beaubassin
where contact was more frequéhbifferent settlements saw different levels and types
of engagement between the Acadiand the People, those variations influenced by
access to resources, the local geography, the populaimhshe level of contact
between them?®

Mi&magq settlements listed on the 1708 census appear at Port Royal, Cape Sable, La
Héve, Minas, Musquodolip Cape Bretonand Chignecto, totalling 836 persofig.his
is undoubtedlynly a fraction of the number of Mimagq living in the region, as not even
the agriculturally sedentary Acadians are fully enumerated on the official cerlsuses.
additions, hesewere summer villages rather than fydlar settlements, occupied
primarily for trade and community excharfjé2opulations moved through the spaces
rather than settle there permanently, and they were visitekb gy as well as European
trading partnerslesuit missionaries invested a great deal of eriatgythe conversion of
Mi&maq communities, and many of them served both Acadian atkanlsli groups
during their postings to Mkmatki.5*

Social engagememietweenmany groups ofhe People and the Acadslessened
following the British conquest of 1710, and while military alliances against the British
saw Acadians and Mi{maq working together, British policy and retaliations against
Acadian communities increased tensions between th& pacticularly in he 1740s and
1750s%2 The 1720s sawising conflict betwen the People and the British in &imatki,
though the majority of the phigsl conflicts in the escalation between 172225 took

place in New Englanéf The Peoplés drive to push thBritish out of the region led in
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some cases to the Acadians being targetBHitish retribution due to the perception of
their continuedilliance® Hostilities broke out between France and England again in
1744 and the People and Wabenaki were caught up in the conflict, which ended with
the signing of a set of peace treaties with the Engiidir49, 1752, and 1760/6kut the
ways in which the provisions of those treaties were enacted or ignored set the stage for

future problems®

2.2 FRENCHSETTLEMENT AND EXPANSION

The first settlers in Nova Scotia landed at La Heve and moved north to Port Royal in
the late 1630s. The homesteads spread out across the salt marshes on the Bay of Fundy,
incoming farmers using dyking technology taioh and desalinate the land at the mouths
of the rivers and streani®Agricultural rhythms were ruled by the Fundy tides, the
pressures of water and silt settlement creating a tension between damage to the dykes and
fields, and refertilization of the seting soils inside therfi’ The first seventy years saw
slow immigration from various regions of Europe, thajority of the new settlers
coming from the west and soutvest of Francé&® While some families were connected
with European aristocracy, the bulk of the newcomers were labourers, s@daers

tradesmen.

Originally centered around Port Royal, political conflicts and population pressures
encouraged migratioaway from the centré&ettlers moved along the coast of
Sipeknékatik (central Nova Scotia and the Minas Basinil west to Kespukwitk
(Annapolig, as well as north and east into Sikni&hépody River, New Binswick, and

Ambherst) They preferred smaller kioriented villagesoften centered around single
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family clusters, rather than larger urban environm@titheir engagement with tHecal
Mi&magq was stronger in the first decades of settlenadnle priorities for both groups
shifted in later years. Some settlements had greatels ofcontact including Mikmaw
family members and neighbours, while others were more isol3fde contact may be
described using Rani Alexandeitabel officultural etlanglement) a long-term, gradual,
and nordirected process of social and material change as the result of the slow spread
of Acadian settlement into kmaw territory’* Thesesituatiors of mutual influence,

neither based on conquest nor assimilatiosated a new set oélationshipghat

changed social and cultural relations, patterns of producti@heventually the

par t i congepthof sed

Close to 2500 Acadians were living in the region by 1711, about five huselitied
around PorRoyal./3 Griffiths argues thatietwenty to thirty yeargrior to the Treaty of
Utrechtin 1713and the handingver of the region to British contrakas the core of
Acadias golden ag# thepoint at which Acadian culture and identity began developing
into something distinct from that of the setti@osigins’* Her argument focuses on
political autonomy as the core of that identity shift, one which solidified later with the
evolution of the deputy system under the EngliShhe material culture from thisntie
period and later shows motemplex connective tissue between the Acadians and both

New England and Ence

The next few decades following Utrecht saw shifting population c@wotsnd the
regionas families moved away from Port Rowald spread outard The British
presence did not integrate the Acadians into English society nor did Anglos enter into

theirs, contact generally restricted to trade and politics. Church record$eskiow
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marriages between British and French residents in Nova Scotia, though Acadians
continued to marry Frenespeaking norAcadiansand some families made marital
connections wh Massachusett® Marriages took place between the settlements, with as
many as a third of Acadian marriages involving a spouse from outside their own
settlement.” Prior to 1710Acadian womemarriedFrench officers fronPort Royalwith
some frequengya pattern which continued at Louisbowafier the founding of that

settlement in 171%

Community support based on kinship networks was important, with responsibility for
less able members of society falling on their families and by extension their setdeme
populatedwith kin and neakin. Marriagescreated and reinforced existing Kies,
strengthening connectioasd the system of labogharing that was common across
Acadia’® As Watson wrote, describing marriage customs

Whenever a marriage togiace the whole village set about establishing the
young couple, they built them a log house, and cleared land sufficient for their

immediate support, supplied them with some cattle, hogs, and poultry, and nature,
aided by their own industry, soon enabileem to assist othef8.

New immigrants to the region married inaiveady established networks and
connected families, some of which had been associated by marriage gnefdanders
arrival in Acadia in the 1630%.In 1686,Governor Perrotlescribel thecommon practice
for older Acadian parents to divide up their property among their heirs in return for a
promise of continual elder care, and spend their remaining days in the household of one
of their childrerf? These multigenerational households recommon in Acadiand in
southern France (less soniorthern Francegnd gave younger parents access to easier

childcare and more hands available for light domestic and farm I&b8ettlement
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layouts and contemporary descriptions show farms with multiple outbuildings, some

easily large enough to hold looms agagitile workshops3*

Average family sizestimategend to rest around six to seven children per cquple
with approximately 75% surviving to adulthodtiComplete families in the 1752 census
(defined as families where one partner is dead or the mother is older JHzad4n
average of 6.75 children, and incomplete families an average of 4.1 children, with no
family having more than teff.Children tended to be born approximatslptyears apart,
with some cases of twins and even one of triptéis timing suggestinthat Acadian
women spent a year nursing each chilidh fertility returning after weaning/ Wet
nursing would have led to shorter birth intervals, suggesting that it was not a generally
used practiceClarké calculations suggest an average of about twenty arpents per farm in
1693, an average skewed by a number of very large farms formingunmahat time®
Subdivision of land between adult children and general movement meant that by the time
of the 1707 census most of the families were cultivating between four and twelve arpents

of land, if they had land of their owf.

Thetraditionalimage & Acadian settlement as a land of simple agricultural labourers
appealed to the imperial designs of both England and FPairteeventeenticentury
France, particularly those areas from which Acadians had originally emigrated, grain was
rarely sold as aash crop’ Rural incomesn places like Brittanyften relied instead on
the sale of womdis labour and that of the goods produced by the female heads of
household? Once agriculture had become weditablished in places like the Minas
basin,howevergrain exports became an incorgenerating activity for Acadia, as did

livestock sales for Beaubass$HiThis different income strearfteed up womes labour
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to be deployed imewdirections, notlirected towardgpinning and weaving materials for
sale, but for community use and personal enjoyment. This change in focus demonstrates
some of the shifting priorigs of a newly emerging social identity alongsadgewly

forming political self.

2.2.1 MELANSON

The Melanson settlement was established circa 1664, with the marriage of Charles
Melansondit La Ramée, son of Pierre Laverdure, and Marie Dugas, the daugRtet of
Royal armoureAbraham Duga&? The pair settled on a large piece of land in the District
of Kespkwitk, on what is now known as the Queen Anne Marsh on the Annapolis River,
approximately sixilometerswest of Annapolis Royat Melansonremained sma)liwith
only nine households at peakcupancyThe relative affluence of the residertewever,
alongwith the surviving maps which allow araplogiststo identify specific residences
and the preservation of materials from the destruction by fire of the Dugas house in 1707,
all contribute to making Melanson a useful window onto earlier Acadian settlements.
Most importantly, unlike Beaubassin aifg Acadian houses lrouisbourg, the
Melanson site remained undisturbed by later settlement adtlibyving its destruction
in 1755 The preservd siteallows fora more accurate archaeological record of domestic

life.

Geography and Environment

The Melanson site is ithhe Annapolis Minas Lowlands Ecoregion, part of the Triassic
Lowlands which span the entirety of the Annapolis Vaifelylies about terkilometers

from the Digby Gut, where water flows from the Annapolis Basin to the Bay of Fundy.
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The Annapolis region hasignificant salt marshes along the coast, with large shellfish
populations in the mud flafé.Local temperatures are mild thanks to the generally
sheltered nature of the area, though snow lasts longer in the winters than further east in
the Valley®® Theregion is generally suited for agriculture, particularly once the
marshlands were dyked and the water drained, as Charles Morris described in 1748:
the Villages [are] divided from each other with long intervalls of marshes and
they at great distance bowettlby Hills covered with Trees the Natural growth of

the Country [.] here may be seen rivers turning and winding among the Marshes
then Cloatiad with all the variety of Graift?

The People

The region was settled by brothers Pierre and Charles Melansomeami@nilies in
the late seventeenth centuine brothers were the sons of a French Huguenot and his
English wife, and some of the loyalties at the settlement were impacted by that original
heritage CharlesMelansonand his wife Marie Dugasere wealthyrespective to other
settlers, owning the second largest land concessi@dnddiaand the largest herd of
cattlel% They hadfourteen children, eight of whom settled on homesteads nearby.
Cousins by marriage to families living in Boston, Belleigied at Fortress Louisbourg,

the Melanson family were at the top of tlegiorts social laddet!

One daughtemarie Melansordite Laverdure, marrie®avid Basseta Huguenot
trader, and moved with him to Bost¥ Following imprisonment in France for
smuggling prisoners of the Governor of Plaisance to Boston, Basset returned to become
the master of the English shjmrcupine raiding French sites and privateering up and

down the east coa¥t? Basset wasne of a lage group of traders who broughicit New
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England goods to Acadian settlements in thentwyears prior to UtrechAnother
daughter Cécile Melansonmarried trader Abraham Boudran important merchant
with strong ties to Boston, who nevertheless settledhmgrarents in the expanding
Melansonsettlement® Following her husbar@d death and her subsequent remarriage,
the widow Boudrot moved awayheir brother Charlerought wfe Anne Bourg to live

in Melanson around 1701. TiMelansorBourghouse wasirst excavated in 1983 and

was the source of the bulk of the domestic fiftde that excavatiof®®

Anne Melansonsister to Charles andiClle, returned to theettlement somewhere
around 1700 following the death of her first husbeBtie soon remarrieahd establiséd
a household witlsecond husband Alexandre Robichand her four children from her
first marriage'®® Anneds first husband, Jacques de Salftienne de la Toyhad been
local nobility, inheriting shared seigneurial rights from his parents Charles de Saint
Etienne de la Tour and Jeanne Mob. la Toufs shares went to his children by Anne,
and AnneMelansorwas occasionally stylefi_ady Anne as a result of her association
with thede laTour family. The connections between the Melanson family, Boston
money andthevariouslyelite status of the locakigneurplaced theMielansonsn the
middle of the economic and political tensions thatkediaround the areaspeciallyin

the first decade of the eighteenth century.

Charles-le-fils and Anne Bourg

The oldest son of Charles Melanson, Chaldefils married Anne Bourglite Jeanne
of Port Royal somewhere around 1700CharlesMelanson and Anne Boungere part

of the intricate network of Acadian families that connected the settlements. Among other
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ties, his brother Michel was married to her sister Elizalletse Melansonisving in
Beaubassid® Charles and\nnelikely settledin Melanson rather than someplace like
Beaubassin due to the death of Chadather sometime between 1698 and 1701.
Bringing their household back the Melansorhomesteadneant additional support for
Charle®widowed mother, Marie Dugas, whose next std#ns were a good ten years
younger than Charlé§® By 1714 there were nine households in Melan$éfhis was
alsothe high point for population in thdelansonBourghousehold, as it began to
decrease the next year with daughter Marrearriage t&€harles it Boisjoli, dit
Bellefontaing Godin in 1733. Eldest son Charles had married Anne Granger int4727.
Three more marriages soon followed, Anne marrying Joseph Landry in Port Royal in
1735, while the two brothers, Jean and Pierre, married in Tit27%46, respectivefit?
Son Joseph, who never married, likely remained living with his parents as he was

deported with them in 1755 and died in Quebec in £¥57.

TheMelansorBourg householavasvery welkto-do, according to the property
recorded on the 170census?* Their wealth was regularly diminishedoweverpy
attacks from the EnglistBoth attackers and defendeegularlykilled livestoclé the
attackers to use for fresh meat, the defenders to prevent the attacketeskfrgyit 11°
Threegenerations ofMelansonsare believed to have been deported orPimbroken
1755 becoming part of the group that rebelled and seized thé*$fipeyeventually
made their way to Quebedhere manydied shortly thereafter, thanks to waves of illness

thatswept through the Acadian refugee commuhity.

A map made in 1708 by engineer PieRaul Delabat allows us to place the various

members of the Melanson extended family in their respective h(aesSgure 2.2).118
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Labelled with the names of tivedividual families, the map also enables us to see just
how close the respective dwellings were to one another. Both the Melanson and Belleisle
sites show hases built in a strewn landscape pattern, buildings erected on convenient

sites as the need arosgsommonpatternfor colonial and frontier settlements
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Figure 2.2: Detail, Partie de la banlieue du Fort Royal de Lacadie du cost de Lisle aux Chevres [manuscript].
1:10,400. Pierre Delabat, 1708. Edward E. Ayer Digital Collection (Newberrlibrary)

Closest to Port Royal of the settlements discussed here, at the mouth of the harbour
entrance, those living at the Melanson settlement had easy access to the fort, the official
seat of government in the region, and to cultural influencesngpin from Europe along
with those governmental officers. The Melansmisse association with the Oaour
family gave them a certain amount of political cachet, and perhaps some impetus to more

fully dress the European part. Their dress items, discussatéirchapters, show some of
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the members of this settlement had access to and interest in accessories commonly used

by European elite.

2.2.2 BELLEISLEMARSH

The Belleisle marsh held an Acadian settlement and farming community, with
inhabitants recorded frolmefore 1679. The marsh was over 700 hectares in size, which
gave ample room to support the farms which dotted the area by 1748, most of which were
destroyed during thexpulsion*?° On excellent land and near to a large metropolis,

Belleisle becamene of he greatestettlemergin the region during the Acadian
occupationt?! The settlementbuilt approximately eleven kilometres east of Port Royall
on the north side of the Annapolis River, was the subject of major archaeological
excavations between 198385 and 2002005122 The area remained undisturbed by

further activity after 1755, leavinfe site in good condition for future exploration.

Geography and Environment

Close to andn the same ecological zone as Melanson, the Belleisle tidal marsh made for idee
land to test techniques of reclamation and lacgde dykewall construction. Théarmers living
in and around Port Royal had brought with them an understanding of freshwater and sea coast
marshes, and techniques of reclaiming the land that had been refined in regions like the Poitou
for generations? The high tides of the Bay of Funtbyought advantages as well as challenges,
the highrising waters keeping the banks free of trees and encouraging the meadowsashich

so enthralled Lescarbot in Q&4
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The People

Marc Lavoids extensive survey of the property records @msuses from the region
shows that the marsh was populated by a small number of families, either already linked
by blood or marriage or soon to becomé®d.he 1688 Gargas census lists ten houses
and seventyour peopleresidingat Belleisle, twentffour of whom were adults, and the
Mitchell mapincludestwenty-four houses in the vicinity by 1733 There are some
well-known Acadian names among the residents of Belleisle, including Michel Richard

dit Sansoucy, merchant Michel Richatid Lafond,andmilitia officer Pierre LeBlané?’

Guillaume Blanchard owned and workagropertyin Belleisleuntil leaving to travel,
founding Village des Blanchardin modernday New Brunswick1699%2¢ He died in
1716, andhe census of 173#ts the land as beingiorked by Guillaumés son René, his
brother Antoine, and Pierre Gaudiitt Will Denis?° Pierre and Antoin@lancharchad
other properties in Belleisle but René Blanchami@other land under his name, and
most likely continued to occupy his fati@house in a pattern of generational inheritance

that was common in the Port Royal atéh.

RenéBlanchardmarried Marie Savoie, the daughter of his neighbour Germain, and
togethe they raised thirteen childréi Blancharddied in 1754, while Mari&avoie
survived the deportation and died in Duxbury, Massachusetts, in*3%787e Blanchard
family managed a number of plots of land in Belleisle between tRemg, Antoingand
brotherin-law Pierre Gaudedit Will Denis in charge of four different allocations by

1734133 This made them influential in the settlement, if not necessarily elsewhere.
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Two of theBlanchardSavoiechildren a son also named René and daughter
Marguerite never married and likely remained at the homesteadéBlancharde fils
disappears from the records after his baptism, but Margiatehardand her mother
both reappear in the civil registry of Duxbury, Massachusetts following the expti$
MargueriteBlanchards status as an unmarried woman makes her stand out both in
Acadiaand in early modern culture in generd@pproximately 90% ofural labourersn
France married and the rates in Acadia were higher,fwittually all young men iad
womerd espoused®® Living together at the house in Belleisle following Réepéras

death the widow Blanchard and her daughtezn travelled together into exile.

As of the census df707,GermainSavoiewas farming the land to the east of Pierre
Gaudet St the house partially excavated in 2085Savoie took the land over from his
father Fragois, who had been cultivating it since the middle of the seventeenth century.
Savoie and his wife Marie Brealite Vincelotte had at least eleven children, one every
two years or sin a regular pattern common among Acadian wafiéGermainle-pére
died in 1729 and his senincluding Germaire-fils, took overworkingthe land*3®
Property transfers between fathers and sons often happened on the occasion & the son
wedding, which may also have happened F&@f the sons who appear in the records,
the seconéborn, FrancoisXavier Savoie married MarieJosephe Richard, whose first
cousin was Marguerite Richard (of Lot 2E in Louisbquee page 134solidifying the
connection between the famili&¥ Marriages within the settlement were common, the

children of near neighbours marrying each other with some reguftérity

By the time tle residents of Belleisle were expelled in 178Brmainle-péreand

Marie Breauhad passed away. The two sisters for whom we have records married and
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moved to Port Royal and Beaubassin, respectively, their familietralsdling toNew
Brunswick and Quebec following the Expulsion. Frangtasier Savoieand Marie
Josephd&ichardhad twelve children, seven of them gifidany would have married and
moved out by the 1750s, considering the high rates of marriage and young ages for
spouses standard in Acadia at the tilhis. not known whaesidedn the house at the
time of the deportation, but of all the brothers, dalgncoisXavier, Jean, and Charles

were still alive and resident in the Annapolis region by 155,

Belleisle was not an isolated community, sitting just outside of the banlieue of Port
Royal and Fort Anne. The residents travelled to Port Royal for clomr&indays,
mingled and married witthose from other cities and settlements. Unlike the Melanson
family, however, the familiebving there did not havstrongfamilial and social
connections to the English or to the local gerttgny were financially comfortable, but
the stratificationtat still existed in Acadian society led to a different relationship with

social display than seen in other ar&ds.

2.2.3 BEAUBASSIN

Documentation survives for Beaubagsi® 1 n hdedpite tha settlesnditphysical
distance from Port Royahough parish registers are incompléieseries of
archaeological explorations haraealedphysical evidence of Acadian settlements,
some of which remained undisturbed by later English and Planter gciindya new
social network analysis of the regibas turned up some interesting cultural patt&fhs
What the assembled evidence shows is anything but an isolated or mostlyffegHnt

Frenchvillage. By the first half of the eighteenth century Beaubassin was a thriving
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community involved in prot@apitalist trade, engaging with New England and

Louisbourg for more thaimports oftools and necessitié&

Geographically more distant from centres of imperial influence than Melanson and
Belleisle Beaubassin was outside of the radiugmitorial control of both the French and
the English, and as such, had more social freedom to establish new prét8edsn
what archaeologist Sara Beanlarths dubbethe esgag Triangléthe space between
the Mitkmaq settlements of Oesgag, Weehekagd Oegbgbmigedhe region played
host to the fur trade and was an important contact zone between the Acadians and the
Mid&maql*’ The 1686 census showed about one fifth of the population of the area was

Mi&maw, andhey remained a significatdcal presene.

Figure 2.3: The hillsides of Beaubassin, looking west from the Parks Canada trail over the village site.
Photograph by author.

Shipyards and mills sprang up thanks to the easy access to good lumber in the regio
and the largest ship ever to be built in Ac&dimcques Vigneadit Maurices 100tonne

vessed was under construction in Baie Verte in 175%A flour mill and saw mill were
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among the earlier buildings erected, constructed from parts brought in biziNgand
merchant$#® Beaubassin developed a livestdzksed economy, engaged in trade with all

of the major players in the region, exported goods to other Acadian regions, and included
members of prominent wealthy Acadian families as well as those stifj ekit a
subsistencéving. Despite its position on what would become a theoretical boundary line
between French and English territoapnd despite being essentially ignored when it came

to matters of EmpiréBeaubassin was not an outpost, but a linchfiBubsistence and

luxury goods passed through, Acadians dressed in clothing that followed current fashion
alongside garments made according to their own particular vernacular, shipbuilding
operations sent boats out, and bartered materials and cash ikiytélse local

economy growing.

Beaubassin shows us a society that was more isolated than urban regions in France and
New England, certainly, but which was neither-sgifficient nor interested in becoming
so. Rather than turning inward, residents ofideassin engaged in a mefticeted
material culture, drew influences from the different groups surrounding them, adapted to
the local environment and in turn developed their own particular and identifiable
vernacular Thismarked them not only as Acadiadsstinct from other French groups
but still able to engage in a form @bnditional Frencinesshbut also distinct from the

other major Acadian groups in Port Royal and Louisbourg.

Geography and Environment

The Acadian village of Beaubassuas located at a strategically important point on

the Isthmusof Chignecto, in the overall region also known as Beaubassin. The narrow
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seventeemmile span between the Bay of Fundy and the Northumberland Strait made the
region the best choice for portageswestn the two waterways, a pathway used by
Indigenous peoples for generations before European corit&olur rivers drain into the
Cumberland Basin, running through narrow rivatleys and picking up fertile sediment
along their twelve to fifteemile longtravels!®? Forested highlands separate the river

valleys, providing a source for lumber.

The village was founded between 1671 and 1674 by Acadian migresies
Bourgeoisfrom Port Royal, and by 1750 the isthmus as a whole was supporting a
population ofmore than 2506° Predominantly Frenechpeaking Acadianshe
populationof Beaubassin also included a handful of immigrants fptaes likelreland
and Portugat® A number of small settlements spun off from Beaubassin, including the
recentlyexcavated comunity at Pointeaux-Vieux, or Low Point, on Malpeque Bay in
Prince Edward IslantP® Beaubassin is perhaps most widely known for the method of its
destruction, the village itself burned to the grobydAbbé Le Loutrés followers in
1750.1%6 This was hardly an uncommon fate for Acadian settlements in the early
eighteenth century, but the main distinction to be made is that unlike other settlements on
the isthmus Beaubassiillage was targeted by theoreticalfiriendlydfire.'®>” There were
fewerresidents still living in Beaubassinan might have otherwise been the case, as
many had already moved to the region north of the raveegionadministered by the

French since the Treaty of Utrecht in 17%3.

The Englishbuilt Fort Lawrence in 1750n the southern side of the riyentheland
originally occupied by the village, and the Fremomstructed-ort Beausejour in 1751 on

the opposing bank® The other Acadian settlements on the south side of the Missaguash
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were abandoned once Beaubassis destroyed and Beausejour built, while those on the
northd Pitkoudiac, Chipoudyand Memramcoak were folded in under the

administrative umbrella of Fort BeausejdftThis split has for all intents and purposes
become the modern Nova Scotia / New Brunsveicider.
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Figure 2.4: Detail, Bellinés map of Accade, 1756. BAC-LAC H12/200/1757

The Tantramar (Tintamarre) marshes on which the settlement was founded are made
of fine, tidally-depositedsilts and clays which built up over millennia to form level,
fertile, saline, and slowdraining areas®! Fresh water lakes and ponds are common
around the edges. The warm waters of the Northumberland Strait and Baie Verte in the
north are separated fromlddidal waters of the Cumberland Basin and Chignecto Bay in
the south by the Chignecto Isthmus, and the local climate lends itself to fog banks,
moderatetcemperature and humid summers, cold, snowy winters, and cool, wet autumns

and springs®?
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Prior Mi&maw use of the area had been primafdythe collection of shellfish and
other marsh resources, and the fertile soils of the Fundy salt marsh allowed for the
planting of shallowooted crops in the lands reclaimed by dykKifjThe region would
have been vergttractive to newcomers seeking to enclose and work agricultural lands.
The meadows were deemed most appropriate for the raising of cattle, as seen in the
number of contemporary sources praising the region for precisely that. Administrator
Jacques de Melel was impressed by Beaubassin in 1686, particularly by the grassland so
extensive that ificould feed one hundred thousand head of catla] itsfirolling hills
covered in fine hardwood foresi¥* The wetlands and marshes of the southern region of
the sthmus were more fertile than the rocky, mifecest uplands, and the Acadian
settlers made their homes on the edges and low elevations of the dptandsng the
salt marshes to claim and desalinate the land turned them intoaaple fields within
an already unique ecosystem, providing more than sufficient arable soil to support
settlement®® Antoine Cadillaés 1692 memoir described the Beaubassin area as having
fimeadows as far as the eye can reach from all the shores. There are numbers of little
rivers with small valleys, and with pastdiands to support an infinite number of
cattleo®’ Settlements were already in existence by this point, approximately five leagues

(~28kilometers from the portage to Ba Verte's8

Ecology and sustainability aside, Beaubassin was an attractive settlement point for
logistical reasons. De Meulles describes a trip of approximately six weeks from Quebec
to Beaubassin in October and November of 1686, and another two weeks beyond that
from Beaubassin to Port Royal by ship, making Baie Verte and the portage to Beaubassin

a natural route and stopping place for travellers from New Fridgae five hundred

113



and fifty kilometre run from Baie Verte to Louisbourg through the Northumberland Strait
was also safer than bringing ships through the Cumberland Basin with its unpredictable
tides. Acting as a crossroads between Acadia and New France, Beaislzesdiral

location gave it greater reach and influence with other Acadian settlements thameéhe mo

distant Port Royal’°

The People

The first European settler on the Chignecto isthmus was Jacques Bourgeas)dvho
off land in PorfRoyal in 1672andmovednortheasbetween 1671 and 1673
Bourgeoiswas a surgeqgriarmer, and marine merchant with amber of boats to his
name. The move may have been in reaction to the reigied Treaty of Breda (1667),
which saw the return of French officials to Port Royal and a change in the power of
Bourgeoi$father in law, Guillaume Trahan, as local community led&eDr it might
have simply been part of the general Acadian migration out of Port Royal in the 1670s
and 1680s73 Whatever their personal reasoBsurgeois together with his wife Jeanne
Trahan, thee of his sons and two seimslaw, made his way northeast in the early 1670s
to establish a new settlement on the Tantramar matéi@surgeois would have been
familiar with the area thanks to his prior involvement in the fur tradd had contacts
with local Mi&kmag groups’® After some shuffling baclandforth between Beaubassin

and Port Royal, by 168Bourgeoishad made a permanent move to Beaubas&in.

The 1686 census, the firshumeration foBeaubassin, shows a hundred and twenty
seven settlers s@lent on the isthmus, across 426 arpents of cultivated 1aBg.this

point twentytwo houses had been built on hills near the wooded uplands, and de Meulles
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describes each settler as owning three or four main buildings to house themselves, family
membersand livestock:’® Wealth and holdings varied dramatically between the families

in the region, from the family of Robert Cottard, with his wife, one young son, two

arpents of land and a handful of livestock, through to the seigneur, Michel le Neuf de La
Valliere, with sixty arpents cultivated, fiftthree large animals (cows, pigs and sheep),

and his own gunsmith hired to care for his seventy diffdiearms'’® Some land was

held in absentia by those living in Port Royal and cultivated locally, but tkeobthe

fields were held and worked by those living at Beauba3$ie majority of families &ld

thirty or forty arpentgactd approximately25-34 acres& A map from 1686 Kigure 25)

shows settlement activity on the south bank of the Missaguashnear Fort Lawrence

Ridge, but the identities of dise homeowners are unknowf.
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Figure 2.5: Carte geralle du voyage que Monsr. DeMeulles intendandeanBaptiste-Louis-
Franquelin, 1686.BAC-LAC H2/900/1686'82

La Valliérereceived the seigneural grant to the isthmus in 1676 and moved there
himself in 170583 Over the years he facilitated the emigration of settlers from Cafada.

These new arrivals adopted Acadian methods of farming, and many women in particular
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married in tathe growing settlement centered around the original families from Port
Royal8°While trade with New England was a relatively common thing, the English
having beemgranted fishing permits in the region, the relationship was not always kept
amicable The sétlements in Beaubassin were attacked and burned by Benjamin Church
and a group from New England in September 1696, despite pleas from Germain
Bourgeois based on the history of close trade between the groups. Baungaseswas
spared, along with a fewtlwers nearby, but the rest of the region was satRedsecond

English attack followed in 1704, the English burning crops and houses&like.

Beaubassis extensive meadows made the environment ideal for cattle, and beef
production played a major role in 8abassifs economy?® Farmers from Chignecto
transported cows into Cape Breton through the late seventeenth and early eighteenth
centuries, much to the dismay of British offici&i&By 1707 the shift in agricultural
focus from crops to livestock seemed &owvell underway, even as the census region
narrowed from all of Chignecto in 1686 to Beaubassin specificitlg.number of heads
of livestock had more than doubled acrosshalenumerated categorieg that yearand
sheep had multiplied byfactor of fivel®* Some of these were undoubtedly kept for
meat, though osteological evidence frBwinteauxVieux found a greater quantity of

cows and shellfishemainsthansheep or godiones'®*

The settlement grew relatively rapidly, with a dramaticease in population after the
region came under British control in 17%8Jeffers Lennods discussion of thpre-1710
perioddefines Acadia as a collection of settlers making homes on indigeonatrslled
lands, within nebulous and-tlefined colonial baters'®3Beaubassin follows that model.

It is after this date that Beaubassin hit critical population mass, becéméangd
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remaining the third largest French settlement in the region, following Minas and Port
Royall® The geography of Beaubassin played a vité in the choice of locations and

the ways in which resources were used, the lumber mills, relatively short portage to Baie
Verte on the Northumberland Strait, and marine access to both Port Royal and

Louisbourg would come to define the role of thelsedtthere.

Diversity and Indigenous Relations

The populatiorof Beaubassimas a mixed groupeyond the Acadians from Port
Royal and La Vallierés Frenchimportsfrom Canada. Emmanuel Mirandé Tavare, a
Portuguese sailor from the Azores, maridadqus Bourgeoi®daughter Marguerite
sometime between 1675 and 1680. Roger Caissie, an Irishman, married Marie Francoise
Poirier of Port Royal circa 1668, and their family were among the first settlers in the
Beaubassid®® Michel Hachédit Gallant, of mixed Indigenous and French descent,
married Anne Cormier, the daughter of the Beaubassin militia captairewhere

around16881689, and they settled in Ouescodtfe.

The secallediiindian censusof 1708 recorded a hundred Indigenous persons living
in Chigrecto as a whole, though those communities were not in regular close contact with
the Acadian populatiot?” Multiple concerns arosieom the proximity of the
communities, including the availability of alcohol and differing attitudes towards
modesty and sexueorality.1*® Conflictsgrewbetween the Mkmaq and the Acadian
settlers over land use and ownership of livestock, particularly escapedcattle
wenjooteam, thé@French Moos@!®® The fur trade brought the groups into contact more

often in the communifig early years, a common pattern for smaller and newer
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settlementg® Thirty-four Mickmag were baptised in Chignecto in the earlier years of
European settlement and were given Acadjatiparents during the ceremony, but only
four similar baptisms occurrdad the entire century that followeduggesting lessened
engagemem’! Acadians also had some contact with the Malecite of the Saint John River
Valley, another source for furs and @ttfor trade good€? The French colonial

government had vested interest in maintaining a relationship with tkenlly, one

which included giftgiving.2°3

Intermarriage, if itook placen any formal waydoes not appear in the written
records. No Mikmaqg names appear on the multitude of censuses taken of the Acadian
settlements at Beaubasstther than Michel Haché, whose halfligenous ancestry was
noted in his baptismal recqrithe surviving parish registers show only European names
among the newlmarried couple?®* Acadian men recorded as bachelors, or those living
in the woods and unrecorded on the censuses, may well have had unofficial arrangements
with Midmac women which would not appear in contemporary documentdtion.
However these relationgls may have proceeded, they do not seem to have happened
often enough or in great enough numbers to have shifted the gender balance in the
Acadian settlements through the loss of young bachelors, or to have produced many, if

any, children out of wedlock®

Social network analysis suggests that, following a dispersal period in the 1720s, the
social hierarchy in Beaubassin strengthened and solidified during the final period of
demographic growth prior to the deportatt@hBeaubassin was not socially staid
through the generations of occupati@atus and power relations rearranging as time

went on as newcomers entered Beaubassin sga@a@ad other family groupings moved
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on. Unlike Clarkés assertion in the 1960s that sophisticated European fashions were
resticted to the areas close to Port Royal, Beaub&se#sidents engaged in

contemporary style and engaggicectly with the Atlantic marketplacé’®

2.2.4 POINTEAUX-VIEUX, MALPEQUEBAY

Families came in to Beaubassin and some eventually then migrated outward again.
The reasons are varied. Population pressure and the search for more easily available land
may have beenmotivation though the intricacies of social networks and theund
out-groups may havpresented some incentives to move?®in the 1720s, the families
of Pierre Arsenault, his son Charles, and Jean Lambert made their way from Beaubassin
to Malpeque Bay in the northwest of lle Saietar’'® Malpeque Bay is a wetland reg,

a series of salt marshes in a shallow coastal lagddine warm protected waters
harbour a variety of fish and shellfish, as well as an abundance of shorebirds and
waterfowl?12 The Gulf of St Lawrence has a moderating effect on the weather, as well as

encouraging steady breezes and higher winds.

Censuses trace the growth of the settlement from one family cluster to a thriving
village of thirty-two households by 1752, the Arsenault family cluster expanding into a
wider set of linked nuclear families d@associates. The bulk of the growth came in the
1740s, with migrations from the Acadian mainland proceeding at anrereasing
pace?!® According to Laroqués census of 1752, much of the laatdPointeauxVieux,
as the settlement came to be called Jates held under grants from Robert Potier
Dubuisson, subdelegate of the intendanti@®aintJean and kings lieutenant Louis Du

Pont Duchambo#A!'* Land passed from father to son or to-smtaw, as seen in other
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settlements, with a number of the younger residents living on land originally deeded to
their parent$!® PointeauxVieux was a young settlement and for the short time that it

remained cann some ways, be considered a subsidiary of Beaubassin culture.

=y
Figure 2.6: Detail of Prince Edward Island and the Northumberland Strait, Nova
Scotia. Drawn from surveys by T. KitchifEngraved for the London Magazine.

1747. Note somelndigenous settlements are missing (as per Lennox, p. 152.
BAC-LAC, H3/200/1749.

The first census to record European settlemeRbatteauxVieux was the census of
1728, commissioned by the French government oldl@Royale The population was
extremely small, the settlement new, consisting of seventeen people from two Acadian
families divided among three households moving out of Beaubassin: Pisgmt;, his
wife Marie-Anne Boudrea andtheir sixchildren, his adult son Charles with his wife
Cedle Breau and young daughter, and Jean Lambert, with his wife and four minor
children?'®The Arcenauds (also Arsenauld, Arsenaarig Arsonneauamong other
spellingg remained in the regicand becaméhe core family group in the settlement,
while other &milies moved in and out over the course of the next thirty years of local

occupation.
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By 1752 the settlement had expanded to tHirty households, many of them
including or linked by kinship to members of thes@naultclan. This is the last record
we have of most of these families, many of them lost to history following the disrsiption
of the late 1750s. The Acadianslief SaintJeanwere better able to prepare for their
move, having been warned by the events in GRnédhree years earlier, and it appears
likely that the settlerat Pointeaux-Vieux packed and movédlikely to New
Brunswicld rather than remain and wait for deportation orders. The relative isolation of
Pointe-auxVieux did not stop theettlersfrom engging in trade and commerce, as
multiple items uncovered during tlee&cavationseveal. Bale sealsdicatethe purchase
of imported fabrics, jewellery and trade beads suggest their interest in external goods as
well as personal adornméntives lived not an the frontier, but a thriving spoke attached

to a local hulst’

2.2.5 ACADIANS INLOUISBOURG

Founded in 1713he French military outpost &fortress Louisbourg was a later
addition to the coastline of Nova Scotia. Initially known as Havi®dlois,in 1719
Louisbourgbecamehe location for the central French colonylsie Royaleandthe
home for French fishermen who had moved from Newfoundiiithe fishing port
subsequently grew to become a major commercial port and a strongly defended fortress.
The walled fort itself was built in 1720, and survived as a garrison for the French Navy,
protection for Quebec City, and a sea link to Fr&A®Englishconquest in 1745 gave
them control of the fortress until it was ceded back to the French in &@dBnglish re
conquest in 1758 finally saw the fortress demolisii&@he inhabitants were primarily

French soldiers and officials, fishermen originally frdl@wfoundland, and eventually, a
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number of Acadians who married into French families or who came to live and work at

thefortress alongside the French majority.

Documentation from the site of Fortress Louisbourg is quite extensive, as are the
archaeologial reports and curated reconstructions. Louisbourg was an urban centre at its
height, in contrast to the rural farming settlements typified by Belleisle and Mel&hson.
Demographically more diverse than is often assumed, Louisbourg was home to a
moderatelysized community of Black ménboth former slaves and those born &ese
few hundred Germans and Basques, a small community of Spanish soldiers at the
garrison, and a range of individuals many of whom might not show up in the church or
court recordd includingCatholic Irish, and at least one J&#&The overriding culture

was French, and heavily informed by official and trade connections to the metropole.

The original settlement on the site comprised only one hundred and sixteen men, ten
women, and twentyhreechildren, but by 1737 there were 1,436 civilians living in
Louisbourg, added to a garrison of approximately 550 military ks early as 107
the French authorities had tried to bring Acadian settlers in to swell the numbers, but few
accepted the invitatn. Reports from the garrison suggest that the isolation made a
posting there an unpleasant temporary datlger tharan attractive option for permanent
residencythe steady ratiof eight to ten men to every woman not helping mattérghe
presence of markets, notaries and other services alongside the garrison did make
Louisbourg a useful destination for those already local. A few Acadian women married
Frenchgovernment officials and military officergho had been stationed at Port Rpya
moving with them to Louisbourg following the British takeover. These Acadian women

partially integraedinto local high society, even socializing with the goverff®0Other
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Acadians travelled to th®rtress as merchants or for work such as carpentigraestic
service??® A handfulof houses in Louisbourg were occupied by Acadians or French
inhabitants with Acadian spouses, four of which were excavated during the
reconstruction of the fortress by Parks Can8agond the archaeology, these families
are siecial because of the availability of written documentation in the forms of probate

inventories, something unknown elsewhere in Acadia.

Figure 2.7: Plan de la ville de Louisbourg suivant le toise qui a este fé&inl 1734 Courtesy of Parks
Canada andFortress Louisbourg. Acadian houses marked.

Each of the four propertiggesented some form of evidence related to textile
manufacture or manipulation. Town lot 2E in particular, the site of a house on Ru
Royale, is the source of all six pairs of scissangch can be positively datex$ earlier
than17552%2’ Lot E on Block 2 has been designated the Detchea@ugas Property,

and ownership passed through a few hands between 1722 ant®i168 most
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interesting are longerm occupants Joseph Dugas and hfs WMiarguerite Richard,
followed by her second husband, merchant Charles St. Etienne de |#h€our,
grandson of his famous namesak&loseph Dugas was a carpenter and first cousir
Charles Melansote fils, resident of the first excavated house at théakbton site (see
Chapter 2.2.1, MelansgnDugas died in a smallpox outbreak in 1733, and his widc
Marguerite, granaglaughter of Sansoucy, married Charles St. Etienne de la Tour il
17362%° The family appear to have continued to live on Lot E until 174%nhe
property was occupied by the incoming English goveffioFhe position of Lot 2E on
Rue Royale, close to the bastion and the Maison Lartigue, put it on a busy thorot

near the heart of the city.

Figure 2.8: Detail of 1734 map, Acadian houses marked. YellovBeigneur Property. Red: Benoist Property.
Purple: Detcheverry-Dugas Property. Green: Cressonet PropertyCourtesy of Parks Canada and Fortress
Louisbourg.

Acadian women married French officers and mowedduisbourg, and their sartorial

presentation changed accordingly. Jeanne Thibodeau, an Acadian woman originally from
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Annapolis Royalmarried Mathieu de Goutin, the Frenlsbrnlieutenant général civil et
criminal, and colonial secretarthe first Acadan woman to marry a French officéf.

The match was the subject of critique, as de Goutin was from a minor noble French
family.?32 Despite their differences in originthe governor lamenting that de Goutin had
marriedfa la fille dun paysaod the marriage appears to have been stable, and produced
thirteen childrert3* They lived in France between 1711 and 1714, returnitgjéo
Royalewhen de Goutin was appointed as Kswptaryfor the colony?*® He died that

year andThibodeawemained in Louisbourg with her childréif.She died a wealthy

widow in April 1741 and herrmpbateinventory displays the kind of material environment

appropriatéfor a woman of rank®’

Three other Acadian women left inventories behMdrie Joseph&e Borgne de
Belleisle was the niece of Jeanne Thibodeau and wife (and later widow) of Jacques
Philipe Urbin Rondeau, a notary and agent of the treasury of the M&3Marie moved
from Port Royal to Louisbourg and engaged in trade and sales, particularly of textiles and
dressmaking supplies. The inventories made &terdeau and Le Borgésedeaths
separate out personal belongings from damaged goods from saleablandiseshgiving
us a glimpse into the kinds of import/export activities and commodities available to the

network of Acadian women and their families in tbetress and beyorid?

Anne Levronof Port Royalmarried Pierre Benoist, an apothe@rgon and aansign
in the Louisbourg garrison, in 1713. They set up house in Louisbourg in 1722, in a
section of the fortress town which would become a centre for Acadig%ifevron is
notable as one of the few Acadians known to have ownethslaved marCharle$®

primary occupation would have beeatdoor tasks on the propertytting wood and
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Figure 2.9: Some genealogical connections of interest
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tending to the familgs fires and stové'He appear s as poma@ert y
inventory, one of more than two hundred enslaved individuals held in Louistféurg.
Marguerite Terriau was twenfpur when she became thirpneyear old Pierre

Bouisseats second wife. His first marriage had been childless and Marguerite bere nin
children, three of whom died in infancy. Pierre died in 1755 and his belongings were
inventoried together with Margeur@g as was common practice under French I&#%s.
Together, thie inventories open a world of documentation unavailable to us for tiee ot

Acadian locations.

One major point of interest regarding the relationship between Louisbourg and the
Acadian settlers was Louisbodsgposition as a hub for trade, both legal and contraband.
The volume of goods moving between Acadia, New Englandl.anidbourg was
treated by many contemporariespagnarily a problem of economic control. New
England traders brought cod, French wines and brandy, talmuatsugar up from the
West Indies, in return for food, building materials, and tétfiacadian farmerdrole in
the exchanges was the supply of provisions, specifically livestock and vegetables, in
return for tools and domestic materials including textiles and cerdfaitsade that had
formerly been focused within Minas moved to Louisbdortpke advantage of the
bigger markets, and contact circulated further through the area as &%&shtirles
Morris described the movement of goods between Louisbourg and the Minas Basin in
1748:

Vessells from Cape Britton Spring and Fall come to Minising Wine, Brandy
and Linnings which they can afford four pence and Six pence in a Yard cheaper

then our [English] Traders can Possible doe, And Take from thence nothing but
Wheat & Cattle which they Kill there & Salt up and from Chignecto... TheyeDriv
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Cattle over to Bay Vert and from thence Transport them... The French Inhabitants
haveing the sole Trade with the Indians & what our Traders get is intirely from
the French#

Summation

Vibrant parts of a closely interlinked community, Acadian familiesughout the
Maritimes were connected by blood and by tr&dés John Reid originally described,
they lived at an intersection of spaces, a crossroads between the French, &mdjlish
Indigenous peoples where both goods and ideas circulated with relagderir’*® They
had access to supplies entering from England, France and the continent, as well as from
New England, both before and after such trade was legal. The Richards, Dugas,
Blanchards, Melansons, and indeed the Belleisle Savoies, formed a kinsvopkriegat

transcended the bonds of ancestral villeg®s.

Beyond that, their living environments played a strong role in the ways they presented
themselves to the outside world. Embroiled in the politics of theafattconnected
through marriage to the ggieurs and to Boston trade, the Melansons engaged with
European and colonial power to a greater extent than-distant Beaubassin. At
Beaubassin, a region whitlad a stronger Indigenous preselwegy after other regions
had been more completely colordz¢he Acadians looked to their trade partners and
nearest neighbours for style and materials cues, the fur trade and closer contact with

Midmag families shaping their aesthetic in different wiays.

Belleisle®s settlers and the Acadian families at Louisigp while linked by kinship
ties and similar in terms of wealth, engaged with fashion very differently. Louisbourg

was a French urban environment, one in which Acadians moved but did not control, and
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their dress choices, as will be shown in later chaptefiected that ruralirban
difference Louisbourg also had far greater access to trade goods than Belleisle, and the
patterns of that trade and commerce in general shaped the material culture of the

settlements in different and complementary ways.

2.3 COMMERCE

Traditionalmythology surrounding Acadiportrays the settlements as isolated
farmsteads, eking out a pastoral living far away from the dramatics of seventaahth
eighteenthcentury mperialpolitics. This derives frorseventeentitentury desgptions
as well agnodernnostalgia, as we see from the Abbé Rayiilte neutral French had
nothing else to give their neighbors, and made still fewer exchanges among themselves ;
because each separate family was able, and had been accustomed tdqriasiden
wants¢?>? Despite this description of sedtifficiency, howeverrade was a vital part of
the Acadianeconomyas well asa means of maintaining and strengthening contacts with

other communities

This sectionexamineghe realties of trade in three regiomsh an Acadian presenée
the Chignecto Isthmughe Minas Basinand Fortress Louisbourfj.argues that each
region phyed a role in the kinds of goods circulating through Acadia, the network of
merchants, their families, connectipaad suppliers entangling Acadia in a web that
extended from Montreal to Indonesidhe goods and ideas that mowadng that web

brought n&v possibilities and entanglements of their own.

Trade has a variety of functions, from the very practical and surface levelgoods

services subsistence level, through to the more esoteric and nelfutmgle exchange
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is never only about thepecific items being bought and sold. Each item passes through
and is transformed by the process of becoming a commodity, the act of acquisition itself
marking the goods as something differ@rften more valuablédhanahomemade
equivalenf®3 Fundamentayl, the movement of goods through a space impresses the
space upon the goods, and the goods upatispace?> The arrival ofcopperkettles with
Basque whaleri the sixteenth century, for instancbanged the material landscape of
the east coast First Nans. Not only did it altedirect physical behaviowsuch as burial
practicesputthe presence of the copper kettles adtiedvisial beat here is something
newddHere is something From Awa>° Trade goods can henderstoodis a means of
staking out territory. The presencecaftain itemsn a network indicates that the origin
points of those goods have influeneeen if only in the minds of rivals. English strouds
become aignpostfor the British empiren this way taking a space in thextile market

denied to French woolens

Borders of contaategionspusted outward along with the goods even when not
followed by the people, some of the signifiers of foremgss remaining even as goods
and their primary meanings chaxdeands and shapé¥ Bringing Frenchness into
Mi&maki, European traders and the settet®o followedwere part of avave of visual
takeover, the new peopihapes on the land different in silhouette, cqland detail than
anything that had been seen there before. Those visual cues followed them into the
forests whereexplorers and tradeedso took orthe clothing andbody modificationf

the Indigenous peoples they encounteépréd

Many Europeans fe#t growing anxietyabout the young men who shed their clothes to

join the Mi&kmagq a reaction thatad its grounding in early modern understanding of how
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clothing shaped and built both individual and collective ideRtftfrthose anxieties
suggestedhatthe action oputting onMi&maq clothingcould moveyoung merfrom

one cultural identity to anothanaking them lose their Europenaturesunder the
influence of leather breechclouts. The reverse was also considereghitaaraging the
Mid&magq to wear linens and dress in European fashions was seen as a means of
ficivilizingd them, alongside religiousstruction and conversiohike with the sixteenth
century English, sending linen shirts to Irelandidivilizeo the Irish, Indigenous children
were given fashion dolls dressed in European clotfsagfigure 2.9) and gifts of shirts

and yardagevere commor>°

These attempts did not prove effectwith everyone While Abbé Biard had
described Mikmaw use of French clothing in 1612,1691 Father LeClercexplained
Mi&maw womeids disdain for most articles of Europeamomertés fashion

They say thy cannot make themselves like this dress, and that it would be
impossible for them to walk or to work freely with the clothes of our

Frenchwomen. In a word, they are so enamoured with their own, that they are not
willing even to hear ours mentionét.

Rejecting the physical pressures of stays and long skirts, tGeMiv women whom
LeClercg encountered maintained their own styles of dressloubtedlymore practical

in woodland spaces&inder this model, spreading European clothing as the ideal and
bringing the visuals of French clothing into Indigenous spacesnea challenge for
psychological territory. Identification with the French by way of French goods, and more
so, the changing of the Ekimagq inner self into something Frenchified, becameagker

of psychological conquest for one siddose taking the goods and reworking them to fit
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within their own perspectives and processesthe other handpayhavesee that

transformation in an entirely different light.

Figure 2.10: Detail from Mother and Child of the
Secotan Indians in North CarolinaJohn White,
1585.(British Museum, London) [Public domain]

Acadia became an outpost of empire in this way, the settlers a vanguard intended to
bring the land under control. Mapgre used to create and reify geographical boundaries,
as Jeffers Lennox has so deftly explaif&dn the same way, dress placed a European
stamp on the land, the sight of farmers in skirts and trousers creating the pastoral
landscape so closely associatgth modern civilisation in the pericd? The baroque
curves and gingham squa@samported textiles brought the aesthetic of India and
Indonesia to Acadia alongsideoieof England, Italy, Spairand France, the visual
evocation of distant shoresongside the continued intrusion of European gentility into

Indigenous spaces§®
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Trade and Dress

Acadians began witlvardrobes compriseaf imported fabrics and garments but did
not remain exclusive tthem. They made their owaxtiles butthosematerialsdid not
entirely replace imports, particularly thomgch assilk and cottorwhich could not be
madelocally. Settlements furthest removed from the forts held on to wool for longer,
while Acadian wome in more urban areas hadded morailks and cottons by the
second quarter of the eighteenth centuheyalsoincorporated local materials and
goods, weaving the threads of local and Indigenous fashions into their own vernacular.
These changes from tlf@shions of the French countryside changed the impact of the
Acadianpresence. By letting go of some of the markings of imperial clothing culture,
incorporating what they learned and found around themsehascreated their own
language in this different battlegrourithis can be seen as an act of resistance toward
imperial incursion, a modification in the plan as though toteyare differenhow, we

are from Europe buto longerof Europed

Changes in Acadian dress over the course af toeupatiorrelied partially on their
own skills as homesteaders, but also heavily on trade. Mercantile trade was less overtly
about empirébuilding than dippmatic trade envoys, but the results remainet)jects
becoming commodities, moving into new spaeesl taking on multiple and varied
meanings as they changed haffdghe paths the goods took, the hands they passed
through, and the intents of the endsras@l contributd to the meanings they
accumulated along the wajean Daigle mapped out Acadian trade patterns and partners

between 1670 and 1711, and other patterns can be traced through later documentation
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from trading partners, materials from the port at Fortress Louisbourg, and the

archaeological recortf®

Documentay evidence shows the extended web of Acadian connections to the outside
worldd through trade, legal action, and family connections spreading out to Louisbourg,
Massachusetts, and beyond. Travel time between Port Royal and Boston was much
shorter tharthe dstances teither France or Canada, encouraging the high rate of often
illegal crossborder trade into New Englarfgee figure 2.15% Mercantilist histories have
been welcovered for this region, and there is no need to replicate those $*ovibat
is important is understanding the types of goods being brought into Acadia, and the

resonances that those imports had within local society.

Jean Daigle describes Acadian trade interests as a means of staking out their
geographical claims in the face of exterpadssure, a desire to bind themselves
physically and emotionally to their land by ensuring their survival upSA Goods taken
out of the colonies, if they were not unigue to the colonies, were at a distinct
disadvantage in European markets due to thessive cost of transport added on to the
cost of productionlf there werdiike comoditys from England, Ireland and other places
available, those would be sold at a third the markup or less, making it neffieasive
to ship those common goods back in retiifrit made more sense to trade local goods
locally, into Louisbourg, Acadiazanadaand New England, rather than run up
sucharges which could not be earned badcal markets and exchange became vital,
some urban mercharltke Marie Josephé&e Borgnede Belleislepromotng their goods

through their own bodieslisplayingtheir wares on themselveBheir presence in these
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spaces became advertising for the fashions and accessories, and as a declaration of

connection to the sources of production.

Acadian selsufficiency was a fiction, convenient in order to boost the image of
Acadia as an isolatguhradise that would soon be ready to export surpluses to the
metropole. Some households were able to provide enough wool and linen for their own
use,particularly in the eighteenth century once the settlements and pasture lands were
well-established. Sonmtextiled knitted stockings, in one examplavere made
available fortrade and sale, bubt in large quantities or to make any major profit
What weaving for exchange did, as Laurel Thatcher Ulrich argues, was open up space for
families to engage in moradrative forms of commercial trad&. Within settlements,
where one herdr field could not supply enougtaw material groups of families could
combine both their supplies and their labour. This was an established pattern of
cooperation, especially in tlearly years when so much work was also required to

construct the dykes on the marshes, build hoares establishiable farms?’2

Takingwool as an example demonstrates how necessary trade was to not only the
survival but the economy of Acadiheold assumption has been that the Acadian herds
were their main source of wool and woolen textiles, and contemporaryaliests
support thidbdief. Villebon describes the Acadian fleeces as of very good quality and
writes in his memoir thdithe clothing worn by the majority of the men and women is
made of itt?"3 His descriptions from 1699 suggest that most of the wool clothing worn in
the MinasBasin was produced from local materials:

As for the women they are always busy, and most of them keep their husbands
and children in serviceable linen materials and stockings which they make
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skillfully from the hemp they have grown and the wool produgethbir

sheep’

Haliburton concurred thirty years later, with a very similar description fkbime

Reynal:fiTheir usual clothing was in general the produce of their own flax, or the fleeces

of their own sheep ; with these they made common linens and ctatsay’° De

Meulles reported much along the same lines:

La plupart des femmes font elles mesmes des Etamines dontiedibslent et

leurs maris aussy, Elles font presque toutes des bas pour leur famille et se passent

den achepter; IIs ne se servemid que de sousliers sauvage8lgiont eux

mesme;

Il vient tous les ans dans ce leiu une barque angloise au éawrd dui leur
aporte de leurs petites necessitegdgjacheptent pour des pelteriesitgiont eu
des sauvages. Il sy fait ausyla toille de lir?’®

The overarching narrative in all these cases is thesg#itiency of the households,

with the traders bringing in luxuries @mall necessitiéghat could not be manufactured

locally. However, &ir more fabric was required to the the growing populaéenot to

mention the textiles needed for blankets, table linens, bedrugs, bags and wagon covers

around working farm® than the sheep population could reasonably supply.

Table 2.1: Wool yardage needs Acadian settlements

1707census | Men

Cobequid 28
Mines 159
Beaubassin 72
Port Royal 160

Women

22

148

71

149

Children

32

265

127

238

Sheep

121
718
500

1245
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yardage reqi yardage available
(clothing only) / year

844 305
5342.5 1795
2492 1250
5291 3115



Basic articles of clothing for an average sized adult would take somefrbrarthree
or four yards for a womda skirt or a pair of mds trousers, to upwards of eight or ten
for a full formal gown or meds working outfit with jacket’” Adrienne Hoochas
calculated that it would have taken approximately sixteen and a half yards of fabric per
year to create and maintain a basic wardrobe for a working man, consisting of a good
suit, five shirts, two pairs of trousers, two pairs of drawers, a waistouhfs coat’® A
womarts basic wardrobe required thirteen yards, lanishcorporating hanane-downs, a
child could be clothed for about three yards a y&damily of six, by these numbers,
would need on average about fetiyo yards of fabrigper annumn clothing alongo

maintain basic levels of coverage and cleanliness.

Sheep were introduced to Canada in 1@®diprior to that all wool fabric would have
to have been imported brought inwith the arriving sdters.The 1671 census counted
407head in Acadiagand lmne evidence strongly suggests that these animals were being
used for wool rather than as a primary source of R{éatvariety of factors contributed
to the quality of a sheépfleece, including the breed of sheep, the nature oeexistof
enclosures, and overall nutritidf® English wool is described as superior due to its
longer staple, making it possible to use for flatter wools like worsteds, suggesting the
French fleeces had shorter fibr€5This is corroborated by Wats@andesdption of
seeing Acadian womdicarding fleece, as carding was used for staiaple fleeces and
their resulting woolens, while longstaple fleeces for worsteds required the use of

combs?82

The sheep were shorn once a year, as Perrot described in 1686, and that would

generally net somewhere between one and two pounds of wool for spinning, depending
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on the quality and cleanliness of the fleece and the skill of the sié&Each pound of

wool yielded enough thread for between one to two and half yards of finished wool cloth,
depending on the thickness of the threads, the width of the cloth, and whether the wool
was fulled The fullingprocesghickered and compresseide fabric and nde it close to
waterproof, but reduckthe yardage by aboone quarteboth lengthwise and

widthwise?84

The early years of the Beaubassin settlement must have seen either a dearth of new
clothing or a highequantityof imported textilg, as the number of sheepuntedon the
censusvould not have produced enough wool to clothesitlements$® By 1707 there
were almost twice as many sheep as there were people in BeauSassnusually
younger families, had no livestock or only three or four shebje othershad as many
as thirty.Threebrief case studies may serve to demonstraiee clearlyexactly what

thosenumberamean in terms of local production:

Roger Quessy (Caissie) and his wife Marie Poirier owned six sheep as per the 1686
census, but by 1707 tlidour sons, all of them married and with children of their own,
owned fortysix sheep between thef¥f. Mariets six sheep, sheared once a year, could
produce six to fifteen pounds of wool for spinning, yielding her potentially between
twelve to thirty yard®f finished wool cloth of one form or another. With very careful
management and the extensive use of fraadlowns,as well as accommodations made
for theflax and hemshe may have been growing and processing for lihemigh end
of that estimatioms barelyenoughto clothe her family of seven for the yebler
household economy would have to be extremely carefully marsagkrcely on gifts,

seconehand clothing or imported textilés achiee a basic standard of livinghe

138



Quessyfamily would have needed to purchase at least fifteen yards of fabriear

from elsewhere in order to survive.

Their neighbours Pierre Mercier and Andrée M&rtand the ten children they had
between thei® had no sheep in 1686, meaning that all thweiol fabricwould have had
to have been sourcém elsewhere. That situation must not have been ideal, as by the
1693 census thdayadacquired a flock of fourteen as well as married off their oldest
child, reducing the number of people in the houseRS|Bourteen sheep could
potentially have given them up to seventy yards of unfulled wool for clothing, or six and
a third yards per persqguer yearNot quite enough for fancy dress, but enotayreach
member of the household have a new skirt or jackédr knitted mittens and stockings)

each winter and spring.

Pierre Hebeds family, on the other hand, had thirty sheep in 1707. Their fleece would
have been enough raw material to be made into a hundred to a hundred and twenty yards
of finished cloth, far more than necessary to cl®tegre, his wifeand their two sons.

Wool is not a notable export from Acadia, so this extra fleemaed have beempart of

their household econordyshared, soldor bartered between familiesither as fleeces or
prepared rovings. Spinning was wordawork, and the lack of daughters in the family
meant a serious dearth of female labour to process the fleece into thread, unless Mme.
Hebert took in daughters from other families as helpers and informal apprentices
Thatcher Ulrich describes that kind of household production as part of anlevisib
economy, labour contributed to a household that was not recorded, but which allowed the

household to participate in trade and other commercial ventures nevertffeless.
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As per the 1707 census of Acadiae last for which we have livestock datane of
the settlements were producing enough wool to meet their basic needd. \Eeatiow
for a full half the quantityf required clothing textilew be filled with linen and
imported cottonspnly Port Royal and its surrounding settlemeausidfulfil ther
minimumwool needs with local productiofhat extra material had to come from
somewhere, and that gap was filled by traéleol arrivedas an import, red and blue
cloth listed on a cargo manifest along with knitted wool stockings, anddelkefeund at
Belleisle,Beaubassifand PointeauxVieux confirm the presence of bolts of fabric from
multiple European sourcé® The New England colonies were forbidden to export wool
textiles as of 1699 so all legal imports to Acadia were coming fromadzaor Europe,

and the illegal movement of textiles through smugglers was both common and piblific.

Metallurgical analysis and chemical studaesrequired in order to situate surviving
metal goods most accurately within what Adrienne Hood and Giorgio Riello have termed
thefiworld of goods) tracing their movements from forging to sale and into the hands of
the end uset® While that level of work i®ut of the scope of this particultiresis we
can look at the general movement of goods of the same type through the Atlantic world to
seethe types of connections these items may have brought with them into the sewing
boxes of AcadiaWhile Daiglgs wolk focuses on the economic realities of Acadian
trade, defining their willingness to engage with outside trade as a means of sthreival,
material culture which developed moveelyond economics and into the question of
identification?®2 The goods the Acadia brought in shaped thaensoryworld, the
variety of materials and what they did with them becoming the canvas on which to create

a new tapestry of their own.
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231 ALLIESAND SMUGGLERS

From earliest days of the colahyong before the marshes hiagen drained and crops
established through to the import of supplemental and luxury goods in the later years of
the settlements, ships of all sorts found their way to Acadian trading?ptSféicial
support for that trade varied as borders shifted artidaanged hands, clandestine
exchangesontinuing even after various control measures were invoked. English
merchant€oming up from Boston erethreatened with sanctioms the 1670s when
fishing permits were revoked to get the English out of French syated Acadians

complained heavily about losing the New England source$foall necessitie&%*

The precarious nature of dealings with France in the years prior to 1710, and
subsequently with England, led the Acadians to maintain their relationships wit
everyone they could in as balanced a way as possible. As empires rotated in and out and
legalities changed, Acadian traders reaffirmed their policies of stdaek
accommodation and backup sources of materials, through Louisbourg, Boston and
Mi &kmaiki.?®® Merchants like Henri Brunet travelled back and forth between Plaisance,
Acadig and Boston, establishing ties between the locaéi¥scadian merchants moved
in and out of Bostods harbours as well, taking goods on consignment and in some cases
petitioning for redress for wrongs suffered across the putative 8fderming,
weaving and domestic tools that were not being made in Acadia were being brought in
from Massachusetts in the early years especially, Boston merchants like John Nelson

making annual trips téiLa Baye Francoisé?%
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Many residents oAcadiabetween 1671 and 1707 traded with New England, despite
the illegality of such tradprior tothe Treaty of Utrecht in 17138 Governor Meneval
was accused ancouragind=nglish trade with Po Royal andVillebon describes
English ships coming to Port Royal to trade sepenlybetween 1693 and 178%°
Clandestine trade was not isolated to the governors. Jacques de BEaBigseport on
Beaubassin describes supply runs coming in from English traders, with whom the
Acadians traded local furs in return for tools and other useful g8bhts1707 a canal
was proposed to cut acraSiniktin order to put an end to the tradhich now is all
done by the English, and which is quite considerable, since each summer three or four
ships from Boston, sell at whatever price they want to charge, all their merchandise to the

inhabitantsy*©2

After Utrecht

On 24 November 1720, Goverrhilipps of Acadia wrote to the Commissioners of
Customs, reporting on legal trade with Bostidfrade considerable, by four or five
sloops from Boston, bringing English woollens and W. Indies goods for furs and feathers.
Value £10,000 as well as the illgal: iFrench settlements up the Bay carry on
clandestine trade with C. B. Garrison too weak to pred¥At his was still continuing in
1734, and L. Armstrong reported on it on 13 September:
There is clandestine and unlawful trade in the province, to thiengat of trade
and the prejudice of the fair trader, C. is empow@tedExamine into these
Unlawful practices and to take and bring into this Port all Such Vessells and the
Masters thereof Whether they be foreigners, Strangers or subjects that are not

gualified to Trade in this province According to Lawto be there further
examined®*
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Intimately connected to leading Acadian families, traders brought tools, fashions and
new aesthetics back and forth across the Atlantic harB\Bsyond familiarity with
trade goods, the local land and resources, and their connections with urban life, settlers
would also have remained familiar with the tools and skills brought to Acadia by their
greatgrandparents’® Techniques for patterning and kirag clothing, woodworking,
knitting stocking® all of these would have been part of the original migéants
repertoires, the cultural knowledge of home and one of the foundations for the skill sets
and equipment generated and used by familidgcadiadecales latef’” Combined with
new materials, new togland advances in technolodkeir styles, tastesnd techniques

changed with that exposure.

23.2 TRADE INCHIGNECTO

The Siknikt regiod later redubbed the Chignecto Isth@usegan as an extension of
Acada, European involvement originalfpcused ormission work and fur trading. The
arrival of Jacques Bourgeois and his failipllowed by LeNeuf and his colonissin
the 1680s changed the balance in the,dheaigh Beaubassin and the surrounding
settlementslid not become politicallyelevant to England and Franasetil rival forts
were built in the area in 1756 Like many Acadian settlements, Beaubassin was
dismissed as unimportant in the grand schemking$ Unlike many, its location,
demographics, and geography made it perfectly positioned to become a trading hub and a

centre for commerce that flew under the radar of imperial intei¥sts.

In 1686, Jacques de Meulles described his experiences in Cloigvidtthe English

merchants who persisted in sailing north from Boston in order to sell commodities to
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Acadian locals. His concerns focused on the problems this trade created for the future of
New France, since the distance required to bring goods fruoebé&g to Acadia was far
greater than the short sail between Boston and Port Royal, or Boston and Beaubassin. A
canal, on the other hand, cutting across the top of the isthmus, wouldioreateelle
Riviéred for Quebeds ships’'® Not coincidentally, this mneuver would also diminish

the importance of the portage route between Minas arel\Bate, the primary route by
which goods were moved by Acadian middlemen from one end of the region to the other.
The suggestion was discussed at multiple pognisjarily as a means of reducing travel

time between Acadia and New Fra@cand, not inconsequentially, reducing Acadian

trade with the mucieloser New England. Despite interest from various involved parties,

those plans never came to fruitith.

Francés cantinued perceived lack of interest in maintaining strong economic
connections with Acadia prior to 1710 helped to reinforce Acadian connections with local
trading partners, from whom they nevertheless received European®ydods.
Massachusettsad strong corections and interest in Acadia, both politically and
economically, and in the early years trade connections continued to be forged and
exploited between the two regiott§ A number of known merchants with ties to Port
Royal and Boston were based out of Bessin or travelled there regularly, including
Robert Hale of Boston, Jacques Bourgeois who founded the original settlement, and
ZacharieRichard son of Michel Richardit Lafond, whoalsotransported Acadian goods
for export®'4 Bourgeois, a surgeon andlowner as well as merchant, was partially
funded by John Nelson, the nephew of Boston resident Thomas Témpude)fa former

Governor of Nova Scoti#l®
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Settlers from Beaubassin made trips into Port Royal to purchase and trade fey fabric
among other merchandise. Some of the goods acquired in Port Royal would then be
broughtacross to B Verte forthe next leg of the journey asdiled down the
Northumberland Strait to deaded again in Louisbourg, along with isthrrased cattle
andgrain3'® European goods came in from Canada by way & Barte, or through the
Minas Basin by Boston and Acadian trad&rdn 1718, Captain John Doucett, English
lieutenartgovernor of Annapolis Royal, described trade between the French in
Louisbourg anddcadians in the Minas Basin which undercut English traders bringing in
the same material&The French from Cape Britton Bring Wine Brandy and Linnings
which they can afford four pence and sixpence in a yard cheaper than our traders can
possibly do&’*'® Thetrade included textiles and had been going on in both directions
since long before the British takeovérhey [the Acadians] furnigh[the fort] with
Cattle and other Live Stock and took in Exchange; Rum sugar Cotton Molasses Wine and

Brandyo®*®

The thngs most in demand wefkittle ordinary Stuff® of British manufacture, like
AWoolings, as Strouds, and Duffé& We get more of a description of these British
imports from Governor Phillipps 1731, noting the textiles wef€heifly Red and Blew
strouds, Kerseys and stufs of various kind and Lind&ighis circuit had more stops
the settlements at Pentagouet even after thés foestruction in 1674, Louisbourg,

Boston and Cansd?? Boston nerchants like Peter Faneuil and Joshua Scottow brokered
deals with Acadian gbetweens and proxies to get goods in and out of restricted

regions>2®
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By the 1740s, some households in Beaubassin were producing clothing articles for
export. In June 1743, MichRichards son Zacharie took out a cargo including 30 to 40
pairs of woollen sock&fabriqué a laccadiéand five womeds skirts®?4 Hosiery was in
demand in Montreal, a welcoming market for items $it@ckings>2° The difference from
fifty years prior is mteworthy, when Charles LaTour was bringifigvo dozen halfe
stockin® in to Acadia for sale in 1696, or 1707 when the number of sheep in the
settlement were barely enough to cover the régiown need$?® Richards manifest is
the only one tanclude manufactured clothing, though it is unlikely to have been a single
instance anomaly. Other surviving inventories from Acadian traders listed oats, wood,

and large numbers of livestock as commodities being delivered to Louisbourg ifffrade.

A 1715 eport from Michel Bgon, brotherin-law of Jacques de Meulles and
Intendant of Quebececorded that Acadian traders preferred to sélléw England
traders rather than locally, as they received better returns. English traders were also
offering employmat, both as middlemen and as interpretergifasenaw from
Beaubassin mentioned in particulas someone employed in that capai&yOther
dealings included trade with Gorh&rRangers, a Britishllied Ranger unit more
normally found on the opposite sidf conflicts from the Acadians, a potential conflict of
interest which didé seem to bother the Rangers, or the more thardbakn Acadian

men with transactions in the Rang@ecord books$?°

Images of maritime trade with the Acadians ofterolve picturesque ideas either of
laden galleons sailing into port from France and England, or small smuggling ships
zipping through enemy harbours under the dark of night, trying to avoid the watchful

eyes of the opposing naviedhdy also engaged far more sophisticated trade practices,
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particular to that given time and place. Regis Brun references the multitude of small

shipyards and mills which sprang up throughout Acadia in the eigtiyeenth

century®*° Boatbuilders were still being hired from Bwn in 1671, the Acadian beat

building industry not yet at the point where they could manage themsBiv&g19,

however Captain Doucett reported that Acadian traders were puipgging sloops to

be loaded with cargo, sailing them to Cape Breton saiithg both cargo and the ships to

dealers located thefé! Letters from de Brouillan, governor of lle Royale, to Doucktte

that same yeatescribe the Acadiahuilt vesselsadl i t t | e shi psé [ whi ch]

obliged to sell almost for nothing to Enghi merchantsdue to a lack of rigging*?

This was not always the case, howevereasrds show that in 1743 Beaubassin
resident Pierre Cyr sold his 486nne shigMargueritéto fellow Acadian J Vigneau for
theremarkableamount of 2800 pound$® Jean Vigneau had been involved in large trade
in previous years, selling a single-idhne ship (the Saintéean) to Ruellen & Chaufaux
f or & mdredti8n the net worth of many entire households in lle R&¥lde
transactios are reported in terms of total cost, but it is more likely that gbing other
thancashwasinplay Wal ki ng back ho®8680intcashddanise Vert e
purse would have been difficult, if not dangereosmpossible at the time, but partial
paymeits and sophisticated arrangements such as mortgages were certainly known at the

time 33°

Some of that cargo was textiles inthe knitted stockings being produced for export
mentioned above, but the bulk of the export items moving out of Beaubassin razasl Mi
were cattleThey were brought to the fortress alive f@m the hoad), slaughtered and

salted orsite 3% Beaubassin could not and did not supply all of the beef consumed at
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Louisbourg; Cape Breton had some of its own cattle producers, iitaaynofficers as

well as civilianskept livestockor their own usedncluding cattle and pig&’ Using

ships built locally gave them a cost advantage over other traders, the Nova Scotia wood
used for masts, yardand bowsprits was less expensive thaging shipbuilding

materials from abroad, as was local labtfr.

Not only a passhrough and a waypoint for European goods, Beauk@dsication in
Siknikt, as well as its found@&r experience with the fur trade and-gsasting
relationships, made it ddeal location for trade with nearby 8maq groupsDiscussed
in greater detail below, the exchanges involved imported wools, trade aitdeiurs.
That regular contact introduced new contexts for communication through apparel,
helping to shift the Bedaassin sartorial vernacular away from that seen in other Acadian

settlements.

23.3 TRADE INFUNDY

The Acadians in Port Royal were heavily involved in trade with Boston, a major
supplier for goods that Acadians either could not or did not produttesrown32°
Evidence from botiMelanson and Belleisleonfirms that the homesteads there were
neither isolated nor sefufficient. The wide variety of ceramics styles present in the
assemblages, the pottery from Saintoragelthe presence of English leadystal
alongside French and Germaifacts confirm the Belleisle settléyactive participation
in contemporary Atlantic trade network8.The trade was not clandestine or hidden, but

very much commented on even in New France. In 1671, Intendent JearwFate to
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JeanBaptiste Colbert with a proposal to redirect Acadian trade from New England to
New France, by making thogkttle necessitiedavailable:
It is necessary to stopithout violence the tradehich the English carry on with
Port Royal, fromwhom they take every year a quantity of meat in exchange for
somedruggets and other clotingade in Bostonit would be enough, in my
feeling,to send from France, or from here [Quebec] to Port Regahe stuff
[wool cloth] to fill their most pressing needs)d eversomelooms which the

colonists asked me fan order to use the wool from their sheep and the hemp
that the earth gave them thartk the work of their handé!

One merchai@ invoice from 1691 included listings for over 135 yards of assorted
fabrics, including gingham, red and blue cloth, 155 1/2 yards of silk lace, 12 pairs of
stockings and 46 yards of ribbon, all of it shippedrfiBoston to be sold on consignment
in Port Royaf*2 Other elements appearing at the sites confirm local trade relationships

with Louisbourg or France.

Michel Richarddit Lafond was one entry point for goods into Acadia in general and
theBelleislesettlemat specifically, his routes including dealings with Guillaume Delort,
a trader who brought merchandise in from La Rochelle and New*t#araham
Boudrot was the sem-law of Melanson settlement patriarch Charles Melanson, and
another oMelansoi@s sonsn-law was David Basset, married to his daughter Mditie
Laverdure®** Basset was a Huguenot trader, whose Boigupinewas based out of
Boston3# Other merchants brought goods for sale to Port Royal and Cape Sable, and
some of the surviving invoices confirm that textiles and sewing equipment were among
the cargc**® An invoice betweemBoudrot andBoston supplier André Taneuil from 1691
includes a lisof the goods whicfraneuil had commissioned Boudtotsell at Port

Royal onhis behalf, including fashionable fabric, silk ribbons, silk lace, and pairs of
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stockings®*’ In September of 1695, Charles St. Etienne de la Tauied cotton, serge,
thread, lnttons and lining, vermillion dye, stockings and shoes fiamd doz: sizzers

from Suffolk County, NY to Cape Sable on Nova Sdstsuthernmost tip

The Melanson settlemenidithin the banlieueof Port Royal and Fort Annie
interesting for its strong connection to the Englisit least by Acadian standart§ The
Melansons had Huguenotiaws in Boston, which gavweemmore access to textiles
from New England. In 169Bierre Faneuil, and David Basset, the aforementioned
Melanson inlaw, negotiated with Abraham Boudrot and Jean Martel for consignment
sales of linens and other fabrics, but Boudrot and Martel were, at least on that trip, raided
by privateers while travelling honié? Six years later, Charles Melanson informed
Massachusetts Governor William Stoughton that Boudrot was leaving for Boston,

bringing two boats loaded with wheat and cB4l.

Charles and Pierre Melansohetoriginal founders of the settlement, had an English
mother, and Charledelansoris continuing attachment to the English was knpwn
though it did not protect them from English attaélong with working to ensure the
good favour of Boston magistrates, he also informed on local privateers and merchants to
the Englisi® In return, the Melason family and their allies were descriiBdthe
Englishas beingiawd by the Garrisofand]are the most, if not the only tractable
Inhabitants in the provina@®®? This close relationship, their relative wealth and access to
imports, and the Melanson diseclose proximity to the official presence at the fort
shaped their material culture. More focused on European fashions, materials from the
Melanson site suppoté narrative sketched out by the documentation and interpersonal

politics.
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During the English years, trade continued to come both through and around the renamed
Annapolis Royal, and connections expanded furthiee. Savoie family in Belleisle produced at
least one Acadian delegate, and the presence of Saintonge pottery in the house affirms their
continuedconnection to Franc&? Genevéve Massignon located the Savéiesgins in
southwestern FrandeMartaizé, in the LoudofR* They hadsocialcapital, the Savoie family one
of the largest and most prosperous in the regjiofihe wide variety of ceramics styles present in
the assemblagethe presence of English lead crystal in the Blanchard and Gaudet homes in
Belleisle, and the French and German artifacts found in the Savoie house indicate active

participation in the trade networks of the tifi&.

JosepkNicolas Gautiedit Bellairés holdngs on the south side of the Annapolis river
were not officially part of Belleisle, but his proximity between them and the Fort, as well
as his influence and the saw and grist mills that he ran, made him an extremely important
player in the Belleisle wadl of goodsRejected in 1720 as a potential Acadian delegate
because he was stilransient hehad by the 1730s built himself a small trading
empire®’ Importantly, his sloops sailed to the Caribbean, bringing goods from the
colonies there to lle Royale as well as France, New Enganttito his home base only a

few kilometers from Annapolis Royat®

Gauthiets close alliance with Sieur Frangois Duvivaggainst the British in the 1740s
undoubtedly put him in the path of Duviviersister in lawMarie Josephée Borgne de
Belleisle, already cousins to the Duviviers asdof 1750married to Duvivie@s younger
brother JosepPr® Her strong presenda Louisbourg trade likely made them business
associates earlier than that, the webs of kin and trade connections expanding with every

generation and new link.
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2.3.5 TRADE INLOUISBOURG

Trade in and out of Louisbourg has been covered before in other @ladesade
between the fortress and Acadia has already been touched upon®®atibeit trade in
the region was still an issue leading into the expulsion, Mascaoemglaining to the
Lords of Trade about French trade in Cape Breton in 1741 and’%Materials also
came in from the West Indes, Europe, Indonesid beyondFor the Acadians living in
Louisbourg itself, life looked a little different than for thossding materials in from the
outside. One Acadian in particuldarie Joseph&e Borgne de Belleisle, played a
remarkable role in the acquisition and production of a great deal of textile, gaament

accessory wealth.

Born in Pentagouet in 1712, Matie Borgnedied in Louisbourg in 1754, and her
probate inventory as well as that of her first husb@ndives an egellent look at the
kinds of goods that textile merchants were bringing in to the cdf8MNot only Acadia,
Le Borgnés mother was of mixed French and indigenous ancestry, the granddaughter of
Abenaki Chief Madokawond®? Intermarriage of this kind was growing less common
among Acadian communities as the eighteenth century progresseddmat unheard
of.3%4 Le Borgnemarried in 1733to JacquehilippeUrbain Rondeauthe treasurer of
the Marine in lle Royalé®® As treasurer Jacques Rondeau could not be seen to be
engaging in trade, but his wieparticipation absolved him of the appearance of conflict

of interest366

The poperty evaluatiohe Borgnehad performed in 1750 includéatadians on her

list of debtorsand at last one debt which she owed into Acadia in réiduseph
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Munier, fiaccadier)in debt to Marid_e Borgnefor 116 livres, appears in the list of
deportees from Grand Pré five years laterBorgnés cousin through their shared
grandmother, her parents were also his godpat&msteference in theninutes of the
council at Annapolis Royal in 173tescribedMunierasiiMunier a halfindianb and a
clandestindrader, in league withione Bently of Charlesten in New Englandand his
uncle Fragois Meneuxof St. Castinof Penobscoft®® The difference in perception in the
two entries for Munier is intriguing, with LBorgne claiming Munier as héys

Acadiar® and part of her communitwhile the English writers of the minutase careful

to denyany responsibility for him at all.

fiPierre Doucez, accadiemin debt toLe Borgnefor 112 livres is probably Pierre
Doucet though two men by that nanfieature on the 1752 Acadian cend{f8oth lived
in Riviere de Nanpara settlement soutbast of BeaubassiBoth Doucet and/lunier
owedLe Borgnelargesuns of money for individualsenough for forty yards of very
good wool, fourteen of silk taffedaor fifty -six pairs d wool socks This would have
been enough to cover a small collection of goods brought to sell on consignment, or a
yeaiis worth of personal expenditure on clothi@gnsidering the men involved, and
Joseph Munids occupatiorspecifically it is likely thatLe Borgnés inventory puts her
at the centre of a web of trade that linked Acadian and Indigdno@sswith suppliers

in EnglandNew Englandthe West IndiesAsia, and France.

Le Borgnemay have begun her career as a merchant with an eye toward helping her
husband, or for her own saklder aunt, with whom she had been living in Louisbourg,
was also a merchant, and many merctiamitees and widows in the town opesdtas

independent sellef€! Louisbourg was not at the forefront of fashion, styles from the
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metropole necessarily taking time to cross the Atlantic and take hold in the colonies
Fontageslace headdresses which fell out of fashion elsewhere early in the eighteenth
century, were still lingering ihe Borgnés store in 1754while the blonde lace of which
they were constructed only became popular in theatgtteenth century, suggesting a

lingering fashiormade with new materialather than oldndividual pieces®’?

Le Borgnés personal wardrobe reflected the materials she lsotld in nature and in
guantity Her wardrobe, as seen@hnapterFive, was larger than any of the other Acadian
women studied-or mercantile families, acts of consumption were also acts of marketing
Le Borgnewas making a statement with her clothing, not only about her place in

Louisbourg society, but about her abilityidentify and provide the be$t

2.4 INDIGENOUSCONNECTIONS

Mi&madi was anindigenous space for tens of thousands of years prior to European
arrival, and some of it remained so even after the intrusion of European colonizers.
Siknikt remained a hub of activity for \kmaw travel and trade, while settlements more
distant from PorRoyal and Grand Pré maintainsoime level of engagemesxen as
political relations between Mkmaq and Acadians grew more distant into the 1730s and
1740s.Beaubassi@ status as a trade hub was not limited to the shipyards. The presence
of French trade@pds designed and produced for the fur trade confirms that Beaubassin
was an important point of contact between Acadia and tidendMiq groups living nearby.
These shared contact spaces were not permanent installations like the forts, but created as

momentsn time, structured by the effort to make contact and cori&€€he places of
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intersection were defined as much by intangibles likemeration as by indicators on a

map.

Mi&maq settlemestat Siknikt weresomeof these intersectional places, tBargas
census of 1688, taken in winter, showing a village already establisled®eaubassitf®
PointeauxVieux, the spiroff settlemenbnlle SaintJean also engaged with the nearby
Mid&magq village which appeared on Thomas Kitéeimap from 1749 (sdégure2.7,
dnd. Vil.9.3"® While cooperation with Acadian settlers was not always smooth, and
controversy over the frequency of mixed AcadMitkmaq marriages continues, the

evidence showsomelevel of generally peaceful interactiéff.

More than that, Badians and Mkmaq shared mobile geographical spatreselling
along waterways and engaging with coastal resources. Remains of shells aa@®ointe
Vieux confirm fishing activities, and Acadian bdaiilders moved up and down the
rivers as highways, pereating the boundaries of 8maq spacé’® That knowledge of
the coasts and water networks moved from them into the European consciousness, when
the British called Acadian pilots in to help them navigate thiongerprivate

thoroughfares’®

Thecontact space encouraged trade along predetermined lines, goods designated for
the fur trade and designed supposedly with Indigenous tastes in mind shipped into the
colonies from FrangeEngland and the Vst IndesFurs brought in by the Mkmagqg
were useds trade goods by the Acadians with Massachusetts, changing hands outside of
the reach of the various fur trade companiféRdationships extended beyond trade,

with Mi&magq families playing prominent roles in Beaubassin society, even into the last
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few years prior to the deportatiofi* The Sieur de Bonnaventure, commanding the
French ship Envieux, brought cotton fabric, thread, ribbons, tapdgins, among other
things, to trade for furs at Beaubassin in 188T.hreetypes of artifactn particulaf
trade silvertrade beadsand bale seafrom the Compagnie des Indespeak to the

ongoing nature and value of the contact spaces arektianges madeithin them.

24.1 TRADESLVER

Silver was a common metal for trade ornaments, which became polpuigside
glass beads and wampum as adornment for local dress as well as the newer fashions
inspired by European woollens. Brooches and buckles, paadifiair ornaments made
of wampum were quickly incorporated into Indigenous dress, in return for witiah lo
hunters supplied pel#§3 Trade silver was ubiquitous between the +séventeenth and
nineteenth centuries, lightweight pieces smithed in Montreal and Quebec City as well as
abroac®* The trade became much more common in the late eighteenth centuryehowe
so the presence of the ring brooch at Beaubassin prior to 1750 indicates a use that was

less expected at that time than it would be even thirty years8ater.

Figure 2.11 Trade silver buckle found at
Beaubassin. Photo courtesy of Parks
a Canada.
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The basic ring brooch style was an extremely common form of trade silver, with
almostidentical examples appearing in assemblages as far away as Ohio. The silver ring
buckle found at Beaubasdifigure2.11)was one of many produced in New Fraaoel
would have travelled to Beaubassin down the Saint Lawr@&toeches of this type were

used as jacket and cloak closuaesoss the northeastorn by all gender¥®

The use of silver as dress ornament may indicate adoption of forms of European
statussignalling, silver replacing copper as a preferred material for ornamentation
throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centiifi€ais merging of style systenis
seen in other articles found at Beaubassin, including trade beads partially carved into
rosary links. The aesthetic environment created by the exchange of textiles and
adornments was a blending, a visual indication of the social engagement of the two

groups.

2.4.2 BEADS

Trade beads were an integral parengagement with Indigenopeoples at least as
late as 1750 in some areas of colonize&Medi. Large beads were worn in necklaces
and bracelets as well as strung for rosaries, while small seed and glass beads were sewn
as embellishments or as part oftewidered designs onto garments and access8fies.
While older sources suggest that trade beads were falling out of favour by the 1730s, the
discovery of a barrel of beads at Fort Beaus@aafort built in 1758 indicates that
trade beads were still in dendhin the regiorinto the midcentury®®® Glass beads
manufactured in Venice and Amsterdam were particulaadyed though beads were

manufactured across Europe to be funnelled into the colonial*ffade.

157



The Mi&kmagq prized beads, embroidering them ondps, leggings, and moccasins as well as
wearing them on strings around their necks, wrists, ankles and otherjbitsber, white,
green and blue beads were popular, as were long beads carved from clay pipestems. The glass
beads at Beaubassin and Poiaite-Vieux are of types identified as trade beads from other sites
and collections, though disassociated from their original context it is difficult to know whether

they were intended for trade or were being used on clothing.

All the assemblages in thitusly contain glass beads, though the quantities vary
considerably. Beaubassin and Poiate-Vieux, the sites in Chignecto and Prince
Edward Island, had the most beads, while a good half of those at Melanson, an already
small quantity, appear to have bt of Anne Bouré personal jewellery rather than
earmarked for trade purposes. The small number of beads found at Belleisle and
Melanson indicates that these smesy not have bedocations that saw a great deal of

Indigenous tradé??

Figure 2.12 Glass beads found at Melanson, associated with Anne Boui@n display at Grand Pré National
Historic Site, photo by author.

158



Forty glass beads have been found so far at Beaubassin and more than sixty black,
yellow, and white glass beads at Potate«Vieux, in a variety of shapes and styles
similar to trade beads held in the Nova Scotia mugeeoilections® The bead styles
fit in with the general chronologyat has beeastablished for French colonial sites
Bumpy raspberry beads were presentrade bead bundles throughout the colonial
period manufactured in Italy and Holland and exported en masse, designed for an
international market?* One large wound clear bead and six deshdped round beads
match types that have been dated to the 172080s, which matches the economic

heyday of Beaubassirillage.3°

Table 2.2: Beads found at Acadian archaeological sites

Belleisle Melanson Beaubassin Pointe-aux-Vieux
Glass beads 1 11 40 60
Seed beads 1 11
Clay beads 6 possible
(pipestem)
Stone beads 5
Wood and 1 3
bone

The difference in bead quantities and utility is one of geography. Melanson and
Belleisle are withira fewkilometersof Port Royal, drade center focused primarily on
exchangevith New EnglandBeaubassin andointeauxVieux were engaged in
different networks, their respective positidnwithin a short portage of Ba Verte and

the Northumberland Strait, and across Malpeque Bay fronmdendig communitg
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giving trade beads more purpo3$ée beads served a funatisimilar to the trade silver

when worn, and Loren argues that the presence of glass beads in quantity at a colonial
site suggests Indigenous dressing styles in play alongside Europedrfones.
Investigations into French colonial sites in Louisiana indit@éthe settlers and local
nations were wearing similar styles of beads, with no type reserved for solely Indigenous

or colonial use?’
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Figure 2.13 Sites containing pipe stem beads, data from Karlin2015), Beaubassin added and highlighted.

Other beadihds at Beaubassin included a broken pipe stem scored in preparation to
be cut, and discs that appear to have been carved from the remnants of other pipe stems.
A wide-ranging survey conducted in 20fidund that pipe stem beads have a hundred
percent correlation with Indigenous or4wade sitesno pipe stem beads to date have
been discovered at European settlements that were not officially part of the fiPtrade.

Most of the sites where pipe stem tde&ave been found are in the northeast of North
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America and dated between the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. The western
sites were occupied during the later eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, indicating a

westward movement of the sty#®.

The discs from Beaubassin are distinctly different in size from those found elsewhere.
While Karklinés sites have beads ranging in length from 1166mm, those from
Beaubassin are all under 8 mm in length. The possibifiststhat those without wear
patterns could be discarded remnants of other work on pipe stems, but the consistency in
their shape and size, proximity to other beads on site, and the presence of what appears to
be a wear pattern on two of the discs suggestsnaynotbetrue in everycase The disc
shape enables them to be strung and worn with the stone rosary beads and glass trade

beads found nearby.

Beaubassin is an outlier as a settler site which was not an official trading post, but the
beads, bale seal evidenead the close presence of allied®naq villages in the
Oesgag Triangle confirm its role as an active hub within the local fur ffaee.
distinction between formal sites of exchange and the more informal nature of the trade at
Beaubassin is embodiedtime smaller, more flexible bead, appropriate for embroidering
on to clothing asvell as beingstrung as spacers in a rosary. Made on site rather than
imported, clay pipe stem beaale an example of culturalensformatiorin action,
repurposed out of impted European goodbkat had beenriginally designed for the use

of an Indigenous drug.

The malleability of clay as a material accompanies the betmadbetween status of

the pipe stem beads. Turgésinvestigation of bead use among the First Nationsd

161



that beads were muiltaceted builders and conveyers of individual identity. They were
worn on the jointd elbows, knees, wrisdsto strengthen and protect, and to convey
power beyond the physicH If the hardness of the glass and stone beads inthdethe
hardness of the body, then the softer fired clay, prone to eroding between the teeth and
easy to score and break, wds1o use for symbolic protectidfi! Their value lay in the

ease of change, in the simplicity of scoring to snap and paintingdorcatoving

between contexts and crossing meanings as they*ffent.
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Figure 2.14: Pipe stem fragments, possibly beads. Beaubassin. Photo by author, with thanks to Parks Canada.
Rosary spacers, the only beads without a prayer in the chaplet, are similarly liminal.

They mark beginnings and endings, separating beads andsgbbgads into discrete

sections for prayer, filling the same essential function as a period at the end of a sentence.

For both traditions the clay beads do not, then, represent power, but the cour@erpoint

162



the malleable breathing space in contrast to lwktcength, hardness and power can be

more fully seen.

2.4.3 TEXTILES

Alongsidethe buckleand beadsomes another confirmation of trade goods, this one
from abroadA bale seal found at Beaubasbias the arms of the Compagnie des Indes,
or the French East India Company, which held the monopoly on the Canadianfbeaver
trade between 17191769%%3 Along with the fur trade, the company held monopolies on
the sale of tobacco in France, the slave tradd,owned Louisian®* The Compagnie
had a major advantage when it came to the French fur trade, in that it was the only French
institution allowed to import the English strouds, woollens that were the most highly
prized textiles by the Indigenous tradefke strouds, oécarlatineswere brought
through La Rochelle to Montreal and then spread further, the cloth permitted in the
colony only for the sake of the fur tratf@ Cdl seals were found at Beaubassin arttiet
British encampmerat Grand Pré, both in nedomestic contextswhich further suggests

their presence as trade godtfs.

Indigenous traders hdunited interest in French woollens, disdaining their poor
quality and considering them cheap imitations o§lEsh wool?°” While they could have
procured the fabric from the English, the Compagnie was able to provide the fabric for
less Not being subjected to English duties meant that costs were measurabl§°fower.
Ecarlatines circulated from their origin in tteavn of Stroud in Glouchestershire County
in England to the port of La Rochelle in the possession of the Compagnie des Indes,

where they were measured, checked for quality, and importantly, tagged with the
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Compagniés seal. Loaded on shigke red, blueblack and green woollens were sailed
across the ocean in holds filled with other trade goods, to stop first in Louisiana, and then

head north to Louisbour®

Being part of the circuit of the French East India Company adds a new circle of
influence for the Acadian shores, expanding their access out of the Atlantic and into the
global sphere. The Company had trading routes that extended into the Indian and Pacifi
oceans, includinghevital textile productiorregionsof Pondicherry and Chandanagor in
Bengal,creatingintersecting networks of production, trade and consumgtidfihe Cdl
traded extensively across the Northeast, the Great Lakes area and down igspydiss
river, bringing in an average of 166,000 pelts per §€dReceiving agents brought in
goods from the ships in Quebec City and distributed them to the voyageurs, who took the
trade goods to the trading posts. They brought the furs they receivaderback to
Quebec City, where they returned to the Compagnie agent and were shipped onward to

France.

In this way, textiles, trade silver, Jesuit ringad tools passed from one sphere into
another, through contact zones like Beaubd83ifine furs andrade goods sat in ships
holds next to Indian calicoes and Malaysian ginghams, English wools and French silks.
The Compagnie des Indisade circles linked Beaubassin with textile producers in
Chandanagor in Bengal, Nimes in France, and Lorient in lanasiThe settlemeist
geography and location made it a hub, linking the Acadians aéardg in an

overlapping diagram of trading partners, spheres of inflyamceempires.
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French laws forbade exports to British colonies, making trade through Bwtiséd
Beaubassin prior to 1710 something more exciting than straightforwardamd
Acadians werengagedn smuggling and redistribution operations. Albany was a hub for
the clandestine fur trade between the English and Canadian Iroquois, despite Albany
being blocked from westwarttade The desire for English goods could be fed through
spaces like Beaubassin with less worry about interception or interféféiehile
systems and regulations theoretically changed after British conquest, the rise instead of
French privateers and Acadian disinterest in British rule meant that the maritime trade

continued*4

CONCLUSION

The sites discussed in thisesisare as simdr in some ways as they are distinct in
others, their particular geographies, environmental constréimis frames of
occupationand particularly location in respect to other settlements and transport nodes
determining their character. The quantity ayye of documentation available for each
differs dramatically, as does the size and quality of the associated artifact assemblages.
That diversity in and of itself helps to explain the diversity of lifestyles and attitudes
among the Acadians living theitbeir cultural geographies and senses of self indelibly
marked by the locations in which they grew and thriB¥thging with them aesthetic
senses honed by their former homes, the first wave of settlers understood the language of
clothingwith whichtheyhad grown up in France. Successive generations were shaped by
other forces, different visual and cultural ctiest began from but were not entirely like

those of their parenigieneration
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Understanding the environments in which the settlements weralbonlis us to make
some predictions regarding the clothing which was worn there. The basic outlines of
physical protection against specific climates, the specific materials which moved through
trade networks, and the demographics of the settlements alli@ioformation with
which we can begin to build our netwarkthings Factorstaken into account must
includea regiords climate and geographtype of settlementgptions for tradg
population size and proximity to one anothibe available flora, fauna, and mineral
resourcesBeyond that, we must add the human fadioth settlers and indigenous
peoplesandthe ways in which those groups engage and intersect, alongside the cultural
frameworks and cosmologies in which those groups opétataving as much as
possible about these factors allows us to translate the meanings encoded in their daily
wear, the messages being sent out to the external viewer, and how those messages might

hawe been received.

The climates of the Acadiadgriginal homes in France and their new settlements in
Mi&maiki were similar in some respects, bdaritime winters were far harsher than
those experienced in the Loudd&@omparisons of textile purchases ther French
colonies found that New France, subject to winters of similar dudatioough colder
and dried thanAcadia used far more woolerdmth for themselves and for the fur trade
than the warmetinen andcottondependantolonies inLouisiana and Saint
Domingue**® Flora and faunin the regiordiffered as well, fubearing mammals most
famous for their role in the ongoing fur tradafferences in dyestuffs, in the breeds of
sheep which thrived on local forage, and in the kianat$ quatities of flax which could

be grown in Acadiall contributed to which textiles could be made locally and which
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imported That determinetiow much of a reliance on trade would be necessary to
maintain a lifestyle that looked like the one telved in Fance, and how much
accommodation could and would be mbdsed on the materials that came more easily

to hand.

Purely based on climate, geography, and available mateoiaknd forwardto
further chapterswe should expect to sesorefootwear designed to withstand the wet
and cold We should also expect to fingbolen socks and outerweanpreuse of furs
than seen icontinentalFrench clothingas well asome evidence affluence drawn
from the clothing ofocal Indigenous group$ven if the cultures were not compatible,
simple practicality suggests that@dinaq adaptations to the climate and vegetation of
Mi&maiki were useful tdearn Other influences also play a major role in determining

dress choicehowever,making a ondo-one correlationess likely

If human beings only dressed according to practicality and environment, then clothing
for similar biomes would be much more alike than it is. While some physical aspects
remain the sangelooser clothing in hotarid regions, use of furs and hides in colder
one® aspects such as styfe, and decoration arafected much more by the human
element insideThe Europeans who settlddadiawere drawn primarily from farming
settlements in western France, part afestern Europea@atholicculturesteeped in
visual and oral traditiorProne to early marriage and large families, Ralyave of
settlers in the 1630s spread out rapidly along the Acadian marshlands, using technology
developed in Europe to alter ttearain. Despite the distance between many of the
homesteads and settlements, kinship networks, strong ties between family members, and

communitycentric labour practices kept the bonds strong.
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The familieswho settled in the areas studied here are examples &rtge of
socioeconomic levels seen in Acadia. The lines betws#a familie®and farmers
blurred quickly thanks to limited choices for marriage partnerspartecularlyin the
early years, marital linksccasionallyincluded marriages of French metth Mi&kmaw
women.This opened up more pathways fodigenousproduction techniques to be
brought into European households, as well as extending those important kinship networks
into the Indigenous communityhose networks can be seen in action \Wtrie
Josephé.e Borgnés commercial trade, her personal connections to thi&riviq and
Acadian communities kept alive despite her marriage to a French offiomgoods she
brought in to Louisbourg m@dfrom her hands into the communities at Port Royal,
Beaubassin and Grand Pré. Her position in Louisbourg, alongside others like David
Basset trading in and out of New England, was part of the greater context describing

Acadian access to goods and matehaigond what could be produced locally.

In the endspaces, neighbours, networks and tools all have a major impact on the
styles of dresthat people weai hese effects are not only in the genebifferences
between settlements contribuo different modes of dress being deployed. Proximity to
places of metropolitan power, emotional and political connection to particular people or
places, trade relationshind the role of clothing in diplomacy, trestilding and
identity allhad immcton different modes of dress being deployed in different regions of
Acadia.With the context of these decisions now in place, we can turn to look at some of

the specific extant items which can help us trace the outlines of the clothing that we seek.
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CHAPTER3: SCISSORS AND OTHEHOUSEHOLO OOLS

[l]n that bit of white rag with the invisible stitching, lying among fallen leaves and
rubbish that the wind has blown into the gutter or street corner, lies all the passion of
some womais soul findingvoiceless expressidn.

The environment in which textiles and garments are created has a great deal of
influence over the types of materials availalbich in turn affectshe styles of
garments which can be made from those materials. Theengaglemed onewhich
changes everything about the visual texture of a garmedtby extension the body
within itd is the series of affordances generated by the types ofitoose Having
wood available to build standing looms, for example, as Wwelspace in which to build
and work one, access to steel scissors and fine pins, and spinning technology that
produces a certain amount and fineness of thread, all contribute to the kinds of textiles
that can be developed and made in enough quantitytteecdosettlemenConnected to
those physical nodes athangingassumptions about division of labour and perceptions

of status that add cultural and political tensions to the web of interlocking relationships.

This chapter explores the surviving prodanttools associated with Acadian sites and
places them in their socitultural contexts. The tools used for spinning, weaving, and
sewing restrict the types of textiles which could be produced. The styles of those tools,
and the patterns of domestic lifdieh they facilitated and required, reveal a great deal
about the ways in which the Acadian domestic world functioRatterns of gender
relations social status, labour division, and community engagement aradévisible
through the networks that de@ around scissors, sewing kits, and spindieésse

interconnected webs follow trade patterns out across the Atlantic, rest for a while in the
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domestic spheres of familial and community connections, and tie those to questions of
what it means to be a flet on a farmstead in a time when concepts of leisure and power

are being questioned.

Acadian society functioned with a social hierarchy, even if the distinctions between
the levels of status were on a much finer gradient than might be seen in moig/forma
hierarchical European culturédaomi Griffiths argues foa levelling of social statufat
took placedue to the small numbers of families in early Ac&d&ne suggests that the
presence of deputiegas a sign ofhe rise of Acadiapolitical agencyrather tharpart of
the kind of so@-economicstratification seen in seventeertténtury Europe. Maurice
Basque, on the other hand, argues that there was a visible distinction between Acadian
fielite familie® and the others, a distinctionarked by social connections such as
frequency of marriage with French officérdonah and Tait find evidence for both takes,
suggesting that there was a social elite, but one which was far more permeable than in
otherregions* Thematerial culture thgexamined suggests little difference in wealth and
belongings between the elite and radite: fieconomic stratification, but neither great

wealth nor extreme poverty.

Statuscould beconveyed through possessions as well as occupation. Farming
communities back in France functioned along those lines, as what James Farr describes as
afprimary characteristicof the early modern periddThe clothesomeonavore, kinds
of foodthey atgand types of vessels used for food and drink would have been
expressions ddtandingas well as individual preferenéé.ewis Binford made one of the
early major arguments in favour of using material culture as a means of examining social

systems, in thahe objectéstylistic propertiesiihave their primary functional context in
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providing a symbolically diverse yet pervasive artifactual environment promoting group
solidarity and serving as a basis for group awareness and idéridigégorations and
embellshments on an object, in other word®re a means of projecting statsd
communitymembershipAppadurai places similar intrinsic value on the entire object,
calling culturallyvalued itemsfiguardians for the status systed¥sBelongingsare
gatekeeperthat distinguistbetween those who have access to valuable commodities, and

those who do not.

A ranking is not a static thing, but a fluid consideration of relationships and exchanges
that reflects the motion of social changjbe wide rage of inventories studied by Jonah
and Tait demonstrate tiwsible status differencelsetween Acadiahouseholds, even
within the network of Acadian women living in Louisbodfgrhose differences are
occasionally visible in the consumption patterns oépttomestic goods, particularly
porcelaint! Elaborately decorated sewing equipment acts as a-gfizing commodity,
andarchaeologist MarBeaudry has uncoveraacidenceof sewing tools used for the
projection of status and influence in coloremhNew Englandsettlements? Acadiars
purchased some of their todtem peddlerscarryingitems manufactured in Europe and
New Englandmadesomefor themselves from local materiaknd incorporated all of

these into the rhythms of their daily lives.

Looms were used in Acadia, though shortages of said equipment in the colony were
reported in the 1670s in a supply request made to Qé&hacgeweaving equipment is
acurrent gap irthe archaeological record, but smaller finds give us more insight into the
processes of textile and clothing manufacturing and embellishfh®ntall finds such as

scissors, pins, arthimblesopen up a window into the large world of production and

188



maintenace of the body and its adornment. Acadians had accégstites necessaries

and luxury items thanks to the robust trade enjoyed at varying times with New England
and Louisbourg. Embroidery floss, silk threads, decorative scjssaother small
goodswere available first through traders like Henri Brunet and later through

Louisbourg, as were dyes like indigo and vermillion, and other tools including knitting
needles?® Aspects of fine sewing and the equipment used for that task were a crucial part
of the definition of elite Europeamomanhod, and their appearance in Acadia sheds

new light on some of their value systems and means of navigating complex social

structures in the colonial environméft.

Sewing is commonly associated with woréework inthe modern eye, though it has
never been an exclusively gendered activity. Sewing tools including scissorgmuins
thimbles were part of soldigifarmer§ and sailoréregular kitsfrom the medieval
period to the modern dagnaintenance and repair wfiformsand geaimportant among
their daily tasks! Embroidery and fancy work, howevevhile part of both meis and
womerts skill sets during the medieval period, became more closely associated with
femininityd and specifically performative feminindyin the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuriest® Artifacts associated with womé@nlabourand, more particularly, labour and
the body, gained a particular kind of importaicéhe early modern peridd Personal
artifacts like bodkins and embroidery scissors were worn visibly among the clothes, were
focal points in portraits, and became objects of social display and status negétiation.
Decorative tools associated with wonderabour added a layer of gtge to regular
labour, items such as silvered scissors and decorative snips translating a subsistence

activity into an elite oné! Scissors have been found at every Acadian site to date, the
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variety ofshapes and sizes indicating different patterns lodbieur.Finds at Beaubassin
and at the Blanchard house in Belleisle suggest a different attitude towards social status

signalling than seen at Melanson, or with the Acadian wdivieilg in Louisbourg.

In her boolindings Beaudry sets out a framework twivhich to classify categories
of sewing tool$? She separatgwacticalandnecessary work such as plain sewing,
knitting and repairfrom fancy worl® including techniques such as embroidery,
whitework, cutwork, and other purely decorative elem&r@sdwork intended for sale,
which may be of either sofi.In this schema, the types and quality of the tools used for
productiongive clues as tthe nature of the tasks, the quality and purpose of the work,
andthe social standing and display practicethe needleworker The ways in which
sewing tools are embedded in different forms of lalopens discussion on gender

identity, status, and commun#.

3.1 SCISSORS

Scissors are a commodityan object with both use and exchange v@lbeth when
they leavehe manufacturer and as they pass through the hands of traders. They become a
tool when they reach the first user, decorative versions become status symbols and
reflections of idealized domesticity, and all have the potential to become a symbol of
generabnal bonding when given from mother to daughter, grandmother to granéftchild.
As such, they move between Kopyfisfseparate spheres: from subsistence items
necessary for basic tasks, to prestige items, to markers of relationships and social

exchange’

190



The visual symbols of textile labour carried a great amount of social meaning. The
accoutrements of sewing and finewdrkcissors, needles, bobbins and lacemaking
pillows, for examplé appear frequently in depictions elite womenas an appeal to
their industry and skill?’” Scissors appear in images alongside other tools and symbols of
domesticity throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Philip Bekdrl
Sewing(1750) is not an image of wealth, but places psawing within an intensely
intimate domestic setting, a small child looking on at the young girl engaged in working
fine linen2® The caltout here is to the warm world of intimate domestic labour, a

window into something deeply sensual.

Figure 3.1: Jeune fille brodant JeanEtienne Liotard n.d. (c) RMN-Grand Palais (muse du Louvre) /
Michée Bellot
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Images of women engaging in needlework abound in continental portraiture of the time,
their tools focal points of the artwork and by extension of the scene. The young embroiderer
in Jeune fille brodangfigure 31) has been captured in paint in a momenprefparation,
her large tapestry needle threaded and poised to continue her work, her scissors attached to
her apron by a blue silk ribbon that matches the colour of the thidaaly also silkd in
her lap.Stephen Daniels described the use of sewing tadasthese in portraiture as
fiemblems of activity: markers of the sitté industry and skilf® She is engaged in
decorative needlework rather than plagwing, and the ribbonestissors with decorative
handles become a symbol bér elevated status. Rather than maintenance work or
production intended to ensure comfort and survival, the luxuries of silk ribbons and threads,
fancy embroidery snips and the tapestry in her lap shatsshe spends her time on refined

labour instead®

Tensions between productive and misused time are apparent in the way in which the
term luxury transformed during the eighteenth cenitufyrance John Shovlirhas found
that, prior to the 1750s, the word referred almost entirely to the unearned use of elite
goods by those of lower statt!sSConcerns revolved around the blurring of social
boundariesmuch as earlier concerns about the poor usurping the clothihg och led
to sumptuary legislation in previous centuriéRising access to consumer goods and
luxury items confoundegre-existingcategorie®f those who could afford elite goods
and those who could n@n entanglement that changed the symbolicngebehind
womerds use of luxury sewing toof While blacksmiths had been present in Acadia
since the first arrivals most of the scissors found there were likely imported, the distance

and expense adding some extra cachet to tools already heavy withgr#éan
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There are no images of scissors that can be directly related to Acadia, and scissors
only appear a handful of times in inventories. The bulk of what we know about scissors
must come from analysis of the physical artifa€tse origins, physical qualities,
typologies, and the contexts in which scissors have been found all contribute to our

understanding of their use, and what values they embodied.

King Philipés War and the subsequent unrest all but halted tool production in Maine
between 1676 and 1740, atfe majority of scissors found in American colonial
archaeological sites were likely produced in Sheffield and shipped elsewhere as part of
Atlantic trade circles?® In 1696,Charles LaTour brought a cargo includifigvo doz:
sizzer® from Massachusetts to sell at Cape Sable, and scissors would have been available
for purchase at Louisbouf§Both English and French ceramics and stoneware were
found in Acadian houses, as well as pieces from New England, Spain, Germany and

Holland, conirming a range of potential sources for household géods.

While Germany, Belgiunmand Spain were centres of early modern scissors and shears
manufacture, France in particular had a claim on the most decorative and elaborate
designs until Spaiis craftsmemose in popularity in the eighteenth centéft¥rench
made scissors in the seventeenth century were often heavily embellished with precious
metals, decorated with cast and inlaid embellishments, or made with exquisitely delicate
metal sheaths as covéfsSheffield was the primary English location for scissor making,
and eightyseven separate manufacturers of fine and common scissors are listed in the
Directory of Sheffieldor 1787 but while larger scissors are associated with English

manufacture, Frenccissors were known for their delicat®y
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Scissors are an artifact type almost predestined to be some of the rare surviving
evidence of sewing work in colonial Nova Scotia. The collection of pairs of scissors and
scissor fragments recovered from the sitede up one of the largest diagnostic
populations in these assemblages. While theawdacidic soil of the Maritimes
consumes textiles at a rapid pace, the iron, copper, and brass used to make scissors
survives much longét Scissors associated with Adad occupation have surfaced at
each of the siteand records of the same appear in personal inventories, meéchants
invoices, and tradednventories’? Every household engaged in any kind of domestic
textile or garment producti@nthat is, the vast majority of settler househdldgould
have possessed at least one pair of scissors. Mary Bé&adamination of colonisdra
sites in New Englantbund that he predominant ratio of finds was a single pair of utility

scissors per sit€ Thenumbers are intriguingly different in Acadia

While scissors are standard kit, required in order to build and repair clothing, the
variety and quantity of scissors a famiywned werenot solely about having an object
with which to cut. Some of the pairs of scissors preseBéatibassin, Belleisle,
Melanson, and Louisbourye decorated prestige items, and the assemblages contain
many morepairsthan are necessary for gealesurvival activities? The majority are
embroidery or finevork scissorswith no major differences in ratio between the sites
regardless of the reason for the defbsjtiick evacuation, fire, or leisured packi@nly
the quality and embellishment levelsthe scissors differ, which reveals something about

how the women living in each space considered and performed femanaitigisure
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3.1.1 THE COLLECTION

Excavations at Belleisle in 19&®%d 2004 revealed seventgmrtial scissors or
scissor fragmeniadding up to a potentialvelve tofif teen pairsFifteen fragments and
pieces may add up to anywhere from tetwtelve pairs of scissors at Melansdfive
have been found so fat Beaubassin, and Fortress Louisbéugpllections comtinten
artifacts which may add up to somewhere between five to tengiascissors associated
with pre-expulsion Acadian occupatipwith one furthefancyset listed in an
inventory® Some of these items were undoubtedly designed and used for sewing and
tailoring, while others may have been genersgd domestic scissors. Studies of scissors
recovered from various colonial and postonial sites havenabled the production of a
typology and chronology of scissor stylesith an eye toward identifying the associated
activities. Size and blade-handle proportion are the key factors in that identification
proces$® Some specialized forms of scissors have differently shaped liéaitels make
for useful diagnostic featuresuch as the knob at the end of the blade fornaaking
scissors, but the corrosive nature of Nova Scotia soils niddetfying some of those

details difficult?’

The differences between standard domestic rpultposescissors and tailé shears
are easy to list, but more difficult to discern in practice. As anyone with a sboinig
well aware, scissors originally intended for one task are often borrowed for others by
incautious members of the household, and génms@scissorsan berepurposed for
sewing tasks. The Ministére de la Culture in France distinguishes the types of cutting
tools found in the early modern and modern period by lengtbaux a broder

(embroidery scissors / snips) are less than 12 cm \eitlg very narrow and tapered
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blades*® These smaller scissors, designed to be held in the palm of the hand and worked
with the finger and thumb, are inappropriate for continuous cutting use. They are
perfectly designed, however, for cutting single threadsaking very precise snips in

the warp or weft of a textile, indicating use for mending, application of trim and buttons,

or other fine work®

Ciseaux de coupgailorés scissors / shears) generally measure froi826m long,
with broad blades? Their long blades and long, proportional handles are the most
appropriate overall for cutting quantities of heavier material, including garitedisth
shears were the largest of the sewing scissors, and the length of the blades made it easier
for the uger to make a continually straight cut: Goodall describes a pair with an overall

length of 24.8 cm and a blade width of 20 mm as a good example of the style.

Domestic scissors in the middle range are the most difficult to relate specifically to
sewing, but their presence around other items used primarily or solely for garment and
textile work is a strong indicator of their purpose. The line between standard domestic
scissors and snips is more nebulous, but modern embroidery scissors tenditbirfall
the range of ~7 11 cm (3.5 4.50). A bottom boundary of 1L 12 cm seems to best fit
the multiple designations, with the width and style of the blade being the secondary

indicator of function.

In cases where not enough remains of the item tgiaseas a diagnostic, their
context can be used to make a tentative identification. Scissors of similar style and
different size categories are found together more often than not, including a set of silver

plated scissors and snips from lot 7B7D8 at Beasin, or the pairing of sewing scissors
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and snips found together in the Blanchard house in Belf&i$lee combination,
sometimes found in conjunction with pins and other sewing tools, indicates the presence

of a sewing kit or huswife, and potentially area of the home used for textile labour.

Table 3.1 Scissors found at Acadiarsites

Type Size / Features Beaubassin = Belleisle = Louisbourg @ Melanson
Snips / <12 cmlong, 3 6 8 4
Embroidery narrow, tapered
scissors blades, often

decorated.
Domestic 10-15 cm, thin 5 4
scissors blades, plain.
Sewing scissors  12-20 cm, 2 1

decorated
Dressmaking/  20-30 cm, offset 1 1
Tailoring bow, broad blades.
scissors
Fragments Not enough 2 7

survived to tell

Total 5 13-14 9 Between 9 16

Five pairs of scissors have been found at Beaubassin tdhdate pf which (two pairs
of scissors and one of snips) were silver optated to give a silvered appearant&he
Belleisle scissor assemblage contains a broad mix of plain and fancyseibsothalf
small enough to bembroidery snipsTwo of the pairs of larger domestic scissaere
found in association with snips, suggestingy were used for sewing rather than kitchen
choresOne larger paihas an extended rivetf the type seemicontemporary
illustrations of tailoréshears (seigures 3.5-3.18 below). The Melanson siteontained

many smalkorrodedpieces of larger scissors and snips, most of those apparently plain in
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design®® Lot 2E at Fortress Louisbourg, the home of the Widow Dugas, provided one
pair of midrange scissors and four pairs of snips of varying sadsast one with fancy

decoratiorsimilar in style to the snips recovered at Belleisle

Theownershipbreakdowns show disparities in style and quantity, though that quantity
can be difficult to judge. It is possible that many pairs existed at the Savoie house, for
example, but were remed by relations over the years, or packed and taken during the
deportation We have minimal chronologies available for the finds at these sites, only the
Melanson settlement offering up one house with very clearly delineated occupational

time periods, ando any evidence for ownership changing over time is also lost.

3.12 BEAUBASSIN

Beaubassids collection of scissors astylespredominantly associated with finework
and precise dressmaking. The first scissors found at Beaubassin were uncovered
underneath a burned layer, indicating use in the earlier stages of th@stepation.

Two pair® one pair of sewing scissors and one highly decorative pair ofdscgse

from the same sitdBoth wereplated, likely with tin, and both were retrieved and

conserved mostly intact. The sewing scissors are undecorated save for the plating, the
curved hafts reserved, as was common, for the snips. The scissors are identical to a pair
catalogued by Noél Hume and dated to the-s@denteenth century, the combination of
wrapped loops and rectangular crgsstion of the hafts confirming the earlier
manufacturing date® The fancy embroidery snips have shaped hafts with distinctive
curvesand separate, symmetrical loops, indicative of later seventeenth into eighteenth

century manufacture.Not quite to the decorative level of the later rococo pieces, these
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plated snips still show an attention to detail and a level of luxury expense tlaesle

them above basic workhorse domestic scissors.

ya
.l.I! <

Figure 3.2: Plated scissors and snipgB7D8.10and 7B7D8.11 found at Beaubassin. Photo by authqmwith
thanks to Parks Canada.

The pairs were found together with other household artifacts beneath a burned layer of

earth on the south side astructure>® While impossible at present to associate specific

homeowners with specific structures, the presence of the sewing tools in close

association, and the location in which they were found, can tell us much about the use of

space. The sewing kit wasscoveredalong the south wall, the side of the house which

would receive the greatest amount of 8lWhile the door to the house was not

discoverediuring these excavations, it was also not in the south wall, indicating that the

sewing kit was not secreted beneath the front stoop as has been seen in other #cations.
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Rather it was found likely where it had been used, the o@rame of many women who

lived in Beaubassih sitting in the afternoon sun with her handwork and her mending.
This use of public space for domestic work was common, turning an intimate activity into
sharedexperience. The prime loci for sewing work prior to the advent of electric light
were the hearth and the solar, spaces designed for the availability of light and heat.
Moving to the outdoors, a practical solution in geographies and seasons where weather
permits, removes the action from the closemtld of the family and into commuah

space

Figure 3.3: Snips from Beaubassin. Figure 3.4: Iron snips handle found in association with
the awl at Beaubassin. Photos courtesy of Parks Canadz

The other pairsf scissors from Beaubassre smaller, and the two wiglurviving
tips have a blade shape associated with embroidery scissors. Two pairs were found
together along with glass beads and a bead in process of being made, and the last was
found close to more beail$oth glass and stodeand a small sewing awl. The
groupings of sewing tools close together suggests remnants of more abandoned sewing
kits. The small size of the scissors indicates that they were used foafidgork and
embelliing clothes, possiblysingthe beads found nearby. Images from the 1740s

show almost identical scissors available for general pur¢hgsee 3.5). The peddler
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carries his wares for display in an open box along with reading glasses, shoe buckles,

buttors, and other items related to easy domesticity.

Figure 3.5: Detail from Peddler of Knives, Scissors and ContiygsAnne Claude Philippe de Tubieres, comte
de Caylus, 1742. Met Museum, Harris Brisbane Dick Fund, 1953. Acc. num 53.600.588(39)

A pair of plated embroidery scissors stands out as a second level of luxury consumer
good. Embroidery snips in general indicate the presence of feminized aesthetic work,
while the extra expense of plated tools adds a layer of prestige and social diset®y. Th
scissors were badly crushed and bent at some point before the process of being discarded
and interred, perhaps by fire. The damage incurred makes it difficult to tell if there was a
makes mark or ornamentation on the handle, but the high placemtrd ofet,

approximately a third of the way down the blade, indicates an early manufacturiiy date.

The surface is plated with a silvered coating, most likely tin, which makes these small
scissors a luxury item. Plating one metal with another is a gahnvhich goes back
centuries, gilded spurs common adornments for male nobles in the middfé Sidesy:

plating was a common eighteergbntury method used to make brass items look like
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solid silver, and both brass and silver scissors had the distivemtage over iron ones in
that they were protected from ri#éfThose who could afford the luxury would sometimes
indulge in an upgrade from wrought iron to silver, as did one successful French

seamstress in 1770, purchasing silver scissors along withchingasilver thimblé?

mallpond.ca/jim/scale
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Figure 3.6: Plated <issors 7B16F6.08, Beaubassin. Photo buthor, with thanks to Parks Canada.

The prioritization of expensive scissdrpossibly a second fancy set, if this is part of
one of the two sewing kits foundbarby) indicates an emphasis on gendered tasks
alongside socioeconomic status as part of the dasense of self. Wealth can be
displayed through gems and buckles, through expensive fabrics and fancy stockings, but
to go to the expense of purchasingeitd sewing tools draws in embroidery and
finework as an expression of feminine identityThe Subversive StitcRozsika Parker
separates the categories of plain sewing and embroidery on both the practical and

ideological levels. While plain sewing wasequirement to furnish a household,
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embroidery in the eighteenth century signified a higher secomomic status a refined
and aristocratic lifestyle where access to leisure time for art was proof of gentility and
economic privilegé® The art of finewok was intrinsically connected to the status of a

household, and part of the way in which a genteel family maintained its social p®sition.

Silvered scissor sets and fancy snips from multiple lots at Beaubassin reveal a system
that saw sewing as a markdratite womanhood. This is not the kind of activity
commonly associated with the archetypi@@litposo or fibordep labels often used to
describe BeaubassthRather it speaks to an investment in European social norms that
separated subsistence livingrfrdeisure crafts and using the latter as status marker as
well as a venue for conspicuous consumptiggaubassin, the large settlement furthest
away from the concentrations of European power at Fort Anne and Fortress Louisbourg,
also included thaighest number of fancy scissors in the assemblages found to date.
Those living there appear to have béaethe process of developitigeir own social elite
beyond the malfunctioning seigneurial system or ranks of the deputies, one that reflected

in dres as well as in the tools used to produce that dress.

3.13 LOUISBOURG

The Acadiarowned lot which revealed the bulk of the scissors in Louisbourg was lot
2E, oneof four lots known tohave been inhabited ®cadians Thefamily in residence
at lot 2Edirectly beforethe British occupation consisted of MaeriteRichard(the
window Dugas)hersecond bsband Charles St. Etienne de la Taung six daughter®.
Most of the pairs of scissors recovered from this site bear a striking resemblance to

modern sewing snips designed for fine work and embroidery. All but one pair are dated
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prior to 1750, when the original house was destroyed and the assemblage cawgyht in t
surrounding debri&’ The other is of unknown date but a style common to the early
1700s’° It must be notethat here is a chance that some items found there could be from
the brief period of the British Goverr@sroccupation, 1743749 Any remains fran that

brief occupation would have been mingled in the rubble from the 1750 deconstruction of

the house, a common problem with multiplse siteg?

Figure 3.7: Scissors2L.81D4-79, Louisbourg lot 2E.Photos by author, etrapolation by Richard
Morris. With thanks to Parks Canada.

Of the four pairs of mostly intact snips recovered from the site, three are on the larger
end of the category, and one much smaller (see table 3.1). Four of the scissors are iron
and two include copper alloy rivetsh@y range from standard sewing scissors to delicate
snips potentially small enough to have been usedymyiagchild. More likely, however,
given their extremely sharp points and the lack of other-culeld sewing tools on site,
they were used to clipnteads and other fine detail work. Two of the larger pairs of snips
are plainhandled with no decoration, and the third has a haft decorated with geometric

cast iron designg={gure 3.8). Noél Hume describes this sort of decoration as being most
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frequentlyfound on embroidery scissofSThe snips range in length frojanst over eight

cmup totwelve cm the larger onesgery similar to those seen elsewhere in Acadia.

The fancy snips are not unique to the Acadians at Louisbourg, as an iderisisaf
handlewas found across the street in Loti2kidence of the French de la Valliéaenily
(Figure 3.9). These pieces are so similar that they could easily be two halves of the same
pair, except that they are both designed for the sameAid@creasing numberfo
decorated scissors were being rassiucedandit is more likely that these represent
two different pairs cast from the same motfi@hat these same sorts of decorated snips
also appear at Belleisle indicates similar sources fopribéucts, or at least that Marie

and Marguerite Blanchard had an eye for the current fashions of France.

Figure 3.8 Scissor handle from 2E, 2L80T11 Figure 3.9 Scissor handle2137-2L29P244.
77. Photos by author, with thanks td~ortress
Louisbourg.

The larger iron scissors frothe Richard / de la Tour houatLouisbourg measure
thirteen cm from end to end. Only one side of the scissors survives and that is corroded,
the tip missing. Even so, enough remains of the haft to see the light ornamentation, the
haft curving into a baluster before connecting to thmutar loop. The handle is shorter

by comparison to the blade, suggesting it was not designed for exceedingly difficult
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cutting jobs. The shape of the blade is of a style which Noé&l Hume has identified as early
1700s, the wider blade angled obliquely todvthe tip and almost resembling a modern

dinner knife’*

The width and length of the blade suggest gengalscissors, though a similar pair
with almost identical haft design and blade shape in the collection of the Winterthur
Museum have been identifi@s sewing scissof$As always, the boundaries between
the types are blurry, and scissors designed and purchased for one set of tasks may be

easily repurposed for another in the home.

LLQJKQVGS
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Figure 3.10: Plain snips / scissors from Louisbourg. Iron with copper alloy rivet.

Jeanne Thibodeé&gifiscissors with a coveare an interesting addition to the list,
though we only have the textual description to go by. Scissor covers of the time were
often metalworkather than fabric or leather, though the materidflaflame
Thibodeads is not disclosed. The Musee le Secq des Tournelles in Rouen has a large
display of sheaths of the sort most likely described in the inventory, and @right

Portrait of a Womar{1770)shows a similar sheath for the gentlewosastissors on the
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table(figure 3.11).”® Thibodeads scissors and cover were likely similar, small tools

meant for both use and display as status objects. The contents of her sewing basket in the
inventory provide more information about her habits, including hundred and fiftpne

skeins of linen thread, six skeins of colourful silk thread, ribbons, taéfethbraid By

all indications ke was engaging in handwork appropriate ¢e@teelWwoman, not

spending her timen practical or subsistence sewitig

Figure 3.11: Detail, Portrait of a Woman, Joseph Wright, c. 1770. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York,
1986.264.6. (public domain)

Louisbourg itself was part of the Atlantic trade routesl while fashions were
delayed getting to lle Royale from Paris, those living in the fortress were still aware of
and interested in following the fashions of the empire. The similarities between the
scissors at Louisbourg and those from the other settlsih@&slleislein particulad
suggest a shared aesthetic as well as communication and trade. Acadian women in more

rural areas wereeverthelesfllowing the prevailing fashions in tool§he variety in
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size indicates a variety in the tasks being performed, the presence of sewing scissors
indicating engagement eitherdressmakingtailoring, or both The emphasis was still

on finework tools, and the attendant Eurocentric marking of femuodedtasks.

3.14 BELLEISLE

Belleisle was an older community than Beaubassirsandved a few yearnenger,
evacuating only in 1755. Following up on Lav@@nalysis from 1983, with the addition
of two new pairs discovered in excavations in 2004, the sciksard therdell a tale
similar to that seen at the other sitAs many as thirteear fourteerpairs of scissors
are represented in the Belleisle assemblage, at least half directly connected to

dressmaking and finework rather than kitchen or general household use.

The Blanchardgsthe family who owned theropertywhere most of the sewing tools
werefound wereamong the wealthier residents of Belleiddeothers René and Antoine
held four separate plots of land, shmy maintenance with brothén-law Pierre Gaudef
Pierre Blanchardvas listed as a deputy for Belleisle in 1740, empowered in afiette
Mascarene to organize road building around part of the naaglarbitrate fence disputes
between neighbouf8 The Blancharddwealth in the earlier censuses and Piisrtater
status as a deputy makes the Blanchanmdeminal part of the scalledfielited Acadian
familiesd mostly defined as including the wealthiest and most politiciynected

families, often centered around the Melansons and de la.%ours

Belleisle lay outside thkanlieueof Fort Anne, the regiothat Clark described as
fliv[ing] in the same bucolic fashion as their cousins in GraédRd Beaubassin,

without marks of Europealielegancé® This has since been proven both true and untrue
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at the same tinée those in Belleisle lived in similar fashida their cousins at

Beaubassin, bwith access to and use of similar sorts of luxury goods and status markers
as those in urban areas like Louisbourg. The inverse of@latktement also appears to

be true as far as sewing tools and linensaneernedthe fanciest scissors and pins for

the finer linens were found at Beaubassin, farthest frorfottheand the goods from the
Gaudet, Savoie, and Blanchard houses in Belleisle were plainer. The trend continues, as
will be seen in the following s#ion, with the plainest sewing tools of all found at

Melansonwhich wasalso the closegstiteto the English presence at Fort Anne.
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Figure 3.12 ScissorsBeDi-2-2A7-6096from Belleisle. Photograph by author, with thanks to Marc Lavoie

The most completset of scissors to date was uncovered at Belleisle in 2004 in
suboperation 1C7, the house of Germain Savoie (Gedmguere) and his family. The
intact scissors are heavily corroded but in otherwise good condition, 10.5 cm in length,

with symmetrical lops. Like the Beaubassin snips, they bear a striking resemblance to
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the snips on display in the peddiesale case, though the haft is straayid the blades

are wider. From visual examination, the separate symmetrical handles, round hafts and
blade shape confirm a likely manufacturing date in the first or second quarter of the
eighteenth century. As with all of the scissors recovered in Asadiar, there is no

visible makerémark In this case, if there had been amiginally, it has been entirely

concealed by corrosion.

The second set from the 2084cavationvere found in the same lot as a sewing
needle, suggesting some connection, thag lot also contained a great number of
bones and domestic waste, including pottery sherds and pipésteneslikelihood,
given the size, shape and context, is that these were domestic scissors used for kitchen
and other household tasks ($&gure 3.13). Germairis wife Marie Breaulite Vincelotte
died in 1749, so it is possible that one or both of the pairs of scissors began life in her

sewing kit, moving to that of her daughiaerlaw following her death.

O 1 @

Figure 3.13: Belleisle domesticscissors BeDR2 6833 (2004; 1C7#)blades only, 8.8 cm long.
Photograph by author, with thanks to Marc Lavoie
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The snips from the Savoie house are relatively plain in design, from what can be seen
underneath the corrosion. Across the path, about four hdinaegers away at the
Blanchardresidence excavated in 1983, some more decorated items make an appearance.
The overall collection here includes at least four pairs of snips, a possible pair of tailoring
shears, and at least one set of small sewing scisgbo$ group of, at minimum, nine
separate pairs. Most of the recovered hafts are relatively plain, though one pair of snips
was found with ornate hafts and bladésilarto those found in Louisbourdrigure
3.14 .84 These snipsare quite ornate, cast irdacorative style suggesting an eighteenth
century date of manufactufeThe rivet appears to be iron, differing from the Louisbourg

trend for copper alloy rivets.
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Figure 3.14 Snips from Belleisle, BeDi2:1955and handle BeDi2:256, found together in
the Blanchard house unit A, level 1.85 mm long (1955)and 47 mm long (526) Photo by
author, with thanks to the Nova Scotia Museum.

The remains of the other pairs of scissors found at the site are in lessroplete
state. Two larger pairs of domestic scissors of approximately the same size have been

recovered, the handles and portions of the loops of one, and the blade and rivet section of
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the otherThe size and shape of these scissors suggest generaj seejrioo large for

snips but the blades narrower than would be expectagilstaux de coupe

. Figure 3.15: Sewing scissors fronthe
. - cm | Blanchard house Unit C, level 1 BeDi-
2:488(body) andBeDi-2:2475(loop

fragment). Photo by author, with thanks
to the Nova Scotia Museum

Another piece of a blade appears tahmmiddle of aet of scissors of similar size
and shape, perhaps a little smallgg(re 3.16). Theextendedivet in the centre may be
caused by corrosion buildup or may be theaiemerof a high pin that extended out the
side. A prel800 pair of scissors of excellent quality but undetermined origin iNdke
Scotia Museuntollection has an extended pivainh of 0.6 cm in height, suggesting a
deliberate design feature. Diddifl771 encyclopedia entry shows taioshears with an

identical elongated rivet, suggesting a correlatfon.

The final two pieces from Belleisle are a pair of loops from differems pdisnips of
the same general shape and size (figBrE8and3.20). One loop has been draviorged,
an older technique where the iron was pulled into a circle and then wrapped around to

connect again with the haft. The other appears to have been &wrgeskeparate piece

212



before being attached indicating that the loops are from two different pairs of scissors,
one likely manufactured at an earlier date than the 8ftBath loops are simple iron,
with no evidence of decoration. Of a size with the orpateand the snips from

Louisbourg, these pieces represent another two pairs of embroidery snips.

Figure 3.16:
Blade section
BeDi:2-1298
Scissors found
at the
Blanchard
house,
Belleisle.

rmallpond.ca/jim/scale

Figure 3.17:
Profile view of
Z2313,NSM
historical
collection.

Figure 3.18:
Tailleur
déhabits et
tailleur de
corps, The
Encyclopedia
of Diderot and
déAlembert
Plates vol. 9
(A771).

The presence of three different kinds of sewing scidsersbroidery snips,
dressmaking scissors atailorsdshear§ at the Blanchard house suggests activities

beyond basic garment production and repairs, carried out by more than one individual.
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Each woman would have had her own sewing basket with tools ranging from the basic to
the brilliant, including eedles, thimbles, scissors and other assorted tools such as
bodkins and awl& Assuming one owner for a pair of shears, scissors and snips, and the
fancy snips as a gift or a special pair, we are left with enough variety and quantity for

three members ohe household to be actively engaged in textile labour.
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Figure 3.19: BeDi2-5313,Blanchard house, Figure 3.20 BeDi:2-2274,Blanchard house,
Belleisle. Belleisle.

Without large datable diagnostic features like the 1707 house fireMielamson, it is
difficult to track changes over time in the Belleisle assemblagy®asownership
speculation must rest on the data available for the time of the deportation, the point at
which activity at the houses ceased. René Blan&avifle Marie Savie andtheir
unmarrieddaughter Marguerite Blanchard are the logical owners of the sewing
equipment found in association withe Blanchard homd&he Blanchard and Savoie
houses are about a fite-fifteenr-minute walk apart, depending on weather and terrain,
and theSavoiesiblings were not nearly as physically close as the combined households in

Melanson, makingnassumption of shared tools and resources much less aut&iatic.

The assemblage is suggestofe craft culture in Belleisle that valued ornate tools less

than those in BeaubassiMore removed both from the bustle of Annapolis Royal and the
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trade routes passing through Beaubassin, they were by no means cut off from luxury
goods but may have bederss able to access the kinds of varied and profitable trade
which flowed through thenore connectedommunites The fancy plated scissors and

snips found in Beaubassin have no equals in Belleisle, while the similarity of the snips
found in the Blancharbouse to the cast iron snips from Louisbourg possibly indicate

their use as a gift, or as an imported luxury purchased at the Fort. While Acadian women
at Belleisle certainly valued finework enough to own tools designed for its execution, the
simpler desins and material composition of the scissors indicate a lower priority placed

on this particular form of feminineoded status display.

3.15 MELANSON

One thing we have at Melanstrat isnot available at the other sites is a chronology.
The earth at Badassin was disturbed during the construction of Fort Lawrence,
Belleisle®s remains are dated primarily by the 1755 destruction, and Louisbourg
artifacts and inventoriesan onlypick out specific points in time for specific individuals
with disruption from the English conque$he Melansorhomestead of Charles
Melanson (le fils) and Anne Boutwasgiven us an undisturbed lookatoccupation
marked by specific archaeologically discoverable evéf#sous structures on site were
demolishedn fourdifferent occasions, from a fire in 1707 to the final destruction in

1755, eaclincidentleaving its own evidence behind.

Fragments oéitherone or two pairs of scissors discovered in the early midden at
CharlesMelansords house are the earlidsased on their archaeological context, but not

enough remains of them to make any kind of identification. The Hwadiurneddown
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at some point, likely in the late 1730s or early 1748sultingin a debris field which was

not completely cleared awdYRather, as part of thebnailding processclay taken from

the collapsed chimney flue was spread across the hearth and surrounding area. Clay was
also used to reseal the cellar, and this action sealed in the debris left over from the fire in

bothlocations Two pairs of scissorsurvivedfrom prior to 1740, the pair of sewing

scissors caught in the clay used to reseal the basement following the fire, and a fragment

of the handle of a plain pair of snips.
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Figure 3.21: Blade tips of small sewing or domestic | Figure 3.22: Partial haft and loop of snips.
scissors17B2C9.12 from Melanson. Photo by 17B2C11.1 from Melanson.Photo by author, with
author, with thanks to Parks Canada. thanks to Parks Canada.

The remaining sevepairs of scissors and snips were found above the burned layer of
the third structure, meaning that they were either saved from the fire or were acquired
following the rebuild of the house, between 1-24B55.The tailoring shears seen below
areunfortunately undated but speak to the wide range of dressmaking tasks taking place
in the house. That very distinct pair from Melanson is what we might call dresgmaker
shears today, longladed and heavy-{gure 3.38). The missing hafts and loops do not
permit us to judge the proportional length and the cutting power of the shears, but those
with blades of a comparable size and shape could be domestic scissors for kitchen or

household use, for shespearing, or for cutting out garment patterns and s@agns.
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The blades are a similar width almost all the way along before narrowing to a point, a
curve similar to the shape and proportions of tailecgssors portrayed in fifteenth and
sixteenth century artworlE{gure 3.24).% They are the wrong shape fotlerés shears,
which widen to a squareaff end. They would be equally inappropriate for fine work or

lace making?

Figure 3.23
Shears from
Melanson
site. Picture
provided by
Brigitte
Clooney,
Parks
Canada.
(Perspective
skewed).
Possible
location of
rivet
highlighted.

Figure 3.24
Detail, dl
Tagliapannido
(The Tailor),
Giovanni
Battista
Moroni
(15651570)
NG697 © The
National
Gallery,
London

The other pairs associated with Botsrgousehold are of a different stgled designed
for a dfferent function?® Falling generally betweeten to twelve and a half centimeters

long, the three or four pairs represented by four individual pieces are all of a similar style,
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with a sharply curved blade that comes to a point, and an angledrisfore(.25).

Features of these scissors correspond with various types that Noéldtatesin the

middle of the seventeentientury, earlier than the styles uncovered at Belleisle and
Louisbourg® This style and size of scissor corresponds with the s found at
Louisbourg and Belleisldnterestingly, despite the famdy association with the

theorized Acadian elite grouppmrnamented snips were found at Melanson. The scissors

all had plain hafts and the surviving loops were equally undecorated.

Figure 3.25: Scissors from MelansonPhotograph courtesy of Parks Canada

The division between large work scissors and smaller snips is present in the Melanson
assemblage just as with Belleisle and Louisbourg. The larger Melanson snips are plain,
andmore typical of the earlier style of scissors as seen in Noél Buyology. The
bottom pair in Figur&.25 appear to be general work scissors, the high rivet giving the

scissors more cutting power for the same pressure. The strong taper and general

218



proportions on the narrower blades above suggest that theyciseeeix a brodemised

for fancy work®

The style of snipseenater in the period tends to be fancier, as tool decorations began
to move toward the arcs and curves of the roéédtese may hae been older pairs
rescued from the house before or during the fiezhaps along wita sewing basket. No
thimbles, pinsor needles were found in the charred layer, though a handful were found
in various layers of the midden.Bourgd s  hfalowedthe same pattern as other
Acadian sites then her sewing kit could have lived beneath the stoop of her front porch,

all but one set of scissors and snips protected from the heat and flames.

The expense of rebuilding the howseuld have been largéoth interms of labour
and cost of construction goods, even with family labour to call upon. The charpente
construction of the fourth and final structure was timber fraametihe hearth and
fireplace quite a bit smaller than the previous iteration, suggestiogszious decision to
scale bacKR’ The size of hous€harlesle-fils needed for higamily in the 1730s was
unnecessary once manyho$ children were married, and by 17¥&lanson and Bourg
would have needed space only for themselves, Biexteo would marry in 1748
Joseph, and the final baby, Claude, who would have been betigb¢@and twelve years
old. Depending on the exact date of the fire the household may still have included son
Jeanwho married in 17428 With fewer people to sew for we might expBaurgs need
for tools to drop, and yet we find her in possession of a veryapelbinted array of

scissors, sheagrand snips in the final fifteen years of her residence in Acadia.
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Theratio of three pairs of snips to two pairs of scissors and one pair of specialty shears
is similar toothersseen across the Acadian settlements, indicating interest in finework,
embellishments, and embroidery. Overall, the predominance of small scisioedes
smallerscale production aimed at dressing an individual family rather than a production
or puttingout system with one dressmagseworkshop supporting many famili€ourg
had no daughters to teach or do her finishing work, but she did hasisteemn-law
MadelineMelanson whodid not remarryollowing her husbandean Belliveags death
in 1707%° The widow Belliveadis son Charles and his wife Marguerite Granger may have
moved in withherafter they married in 1717, or they may have taken up residence in the

larger house (feature 7), almost directly ndfth.

At Melanson in 1710, AnnBourghad an eightearold son anda toddler girl
underfoot and her sister in law had four children ranging from four to thirteen years old.
Her only daughter was seven. Between 1707 and 1710, following the death of her
husbandthe widow Belliveauwould have been relying on her brothera@as and her
sisterin-law for assistance on the homestead. Labour was distinctly gendered ig, Acadi
with men doing the bulk of the travel, field labour, and engagement in public life, leaving
the women to run the dairies, gardens, and domestic sPfhérenarried couple created
the minimum economic and labour unit required to run a farm settlement, meaning that
Madeleine would have been folded in to Charles and &nlabour pod or perhaps

they, into hers®?

The close proximityf the widowBelliveauws housdo her brothdis household would
have giverher and her sisten-law the ability to taskshare and divide the labour of

running the homes and raising the children. It is easy to piBeli®eauand her young
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daughter Marie traipsing eass the grass #nne Bourgs house, their sewing tools and
mending tucked into the baskets they carried beneath their arms. The women would have
sat and sewed on the stoop in the summer sun, taking advantage of the light to complete
their fine needleworknd mending before having to move inside to sit by the fire. Trestle
tables would have made space to lay out lengths of wool for cutting, the heavy shears
slicing through homespun and imported strouds alike. The design made for easy balance
and the abily to estimateseam allowanceby eye making sewing up of the pieces

simple enough for even those daughters still learning the task.

Three pairs of basic scissors served for lighter fabrics or smaller cuts, slicing through
curves for armscyes and bodi@ams with much greater control than the heavy shears.
Each woman had her own, nestled beside pairs of snips to cut thesfielysewing
threads. Beyond construction, the fimgoed snips would have been useful to unpick
tangles, trim threads and cordsed to sew on the kinds of round glass beads fouad
few places on the sit®&uttonsdiscoveredn the yard might have been Idsdm clothing
but could also be lost from mend@gfingers, or a sewing basket accidentally spilled into
the longer grasd.he little accidents of life lie waiting to be uncovered, busy hands
working their way through the stacks of mending that come from regular wear and farm
labour, tacking split seams, patching holes, and replacing buttons lost from a husband,
brother or soés waistcoat or trousers. Conversation would make the work fly faster, a pin
or needle lost in the dust and left to lie, unnoticed, the remainders of a constant and

vitally important chore.

The fancy scissors and snips found at Beaubassitoamtéssedegreeat Belleisle are

nowhere to be found at Melanson. The plain nature of the scissors sEygese
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utilitarian intent rather than display, an intriguing distinctibmay have been a question
of replacement cost, tido the need to put assets into rebuilding the home that had been
destroyed by fireAssociation with aristocracy did not in and of itself guarantee wialth
Anne Melansoés daughter Agathe sold the seigneural rights she had inherited to the
British in 1734for the grand sum of £2,006% On the other hand, the Melansons were

not poor, and other statgsirrying items have been found thareluding sleeve buttons

andaspurbuckle.

CONCLUSIONS

The distinctions between the styles of scissors found at theetliffeites may reflect a
distinction in how womeds identity was being deployedthin the different Acadian
communities With their proximity to Port Royal, the Melansons were never far from the
eyes of power. At the same tintee women living at the Mahson siténad little to gain
by presenting themselves as hgthtusnembers of the elite. Anne Melanson had
returned to her birth family and taketoaal manas her secondusband, bringing her
connections, status, and the rights to administer the La Tour estate with her as resources
for AlexandreRobichaud at least until her children came of age themselves. The
household must have been an interesting thieefive daughtes from the second
marriagefollowing the four children and their inherited status from her fitstband
Treating all the childreequallywould have meant reducing expectations for the elder
four. Possiblythinking along those linedMelansor@s eldest dughter Jeanne took no
dowry into her marriage in 1703, her seigneurial rights acting as her marriage portion
insteadt® Blending in coulchavebeenmore important than standing out, bringing Anne

Melansonand her daughters back into the vernacular in wsiehhad come of age.
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Beaubassin, by contrast, was important because ebtisaninovement of goods
through a wide variety of hand8eaubassin was on a highway of sorts, and as a trade
centre, it hosted groups of travellers framany directionsTraders from New France
came down the Northumberland Strait and througile Barte, while New England
traders sailed in through the Bay of Eyrto bring their goods to Acadia, and the
Mid&magq circulated along themillennia-old portages antrails. Being able to appear as
Europearsophisticated as possible was an asset when trading with partners from New
France or Louisbourg, awareness of tieand the ability to accesgpensivegoods for
femininecoded activitiebothsigns of prestige Lady Anne Melanson, on the other hand,
both had no need to display her status to those at Fort Anne, and indeed may have been

better off keeping tthe simpler lifestyleaffordedto Madame Robichaud.

Marie Savoie and Marguerite Blanchard at Belleisle had a minimum of five sets of
scissors between them, three of a type dedicated to fine work and emlécaaeryot
only plain ones, but decorative snips of goplity. This suggests that, like for Jeanne
Thibodeau at buisbourg, embroidery was a passion and a pleasure for at least one of the
residentsMarguerite Richard, the Widow Dugas, had six unmarried daughters in the
house in 1745 when the British tob&uisbourg for the first time: her eldest two with
Joseph Dugas, the two daughters of her second husband de la Tour, and the eight year old
twins they shared® We have fragments from this site of six pairs of scissmrs set of

larger scissors and fivets of embroidery snips.

What we see in Acadj contrary tootherexperiences of single pairs per site, is one
pair of utility scissors per adult woman and at least one pair of snips for every adolescent

and adult®® Where there are multiple adult womerdantraumatic departure, as with
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Belleisle, we see plain work and fine work scissor sets for each adult woman. The fire at
Melanson left one pair of large scissors and three or four finework pairs in the rubble,
suggesting one main garment worker and alhdrof others associated with finishing

and embellishment. At Louisbourg, the departure may have left Marguerite and her
daughters enough time to pack the larger items, but the snips were left behind. However
the materials ended up where they were, westdtdeft with one pair of larger working

scissors for the adult woman in the house, and five pairs of snips.

Never just simple tools, the scissors, spgmal shears used by Acadians for clothing
construction and decoration speak to the priorities sgaadl seHmage of the women
who owned them. Somegomenin Beaubassin saw power and pride in silvered plating
and in the skills which the scissors represeriftdé. construction of a higbtatus
feminine identity thergvould have been immediately understable and visible to

anyone who came through the settlement.

3.2 SEWING KITS: PINS, NEEDLES, AWLS AND THIMBLES

Sewing kits, collections of toolacluding scissors, pins, needles, and thimbles, were
vital possessions for women in the early modern period. The amount of labour required to
clothe a family meant that sewing kits saw daily, if not constant Auskaeologist Marc
Lavoie has discoverezkwing kits placed beneath the front stoops of Acadian households
at Belleisle angewing tools havalsobeen found outdoors at the Melanson S&wing
in the sunlight on the front stoop, the domestic world was brought into the public sphere.
The commuity aspecs of sewing work, textile productigmand processing were a vital

part of Acadian worenés regular routine. Their decorated embroidery scissors bear
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witness to their pastime and to their engagement in the global world of goods, buying
materials fom traders like Michel Richardit Lafond and Marié& grandfather Guillaume
Blanchard, whose cargos of silks, ribbons, lace, and pins were an anticipated supplement

to homegrown flax and woot®’

There is a deep sense of intimacy in period paintings of sewing work, and the tools of
hand sewing require physidatimacywith the material being manipulated. Stitchers
would have needed to sit closely together, bending over the fabric by sunlight or firelight,
needle and small scissors in hand. Their knees touched, hands brushing, making physical
and emotional contact over the textiles later used on a marital bethooiseholds
dining table, to clean the mouths of a guest, or protect afehitdicate skin. Each hour
spent working on a quilt or a smocked shirt meant an hour in the companyi®f one

sisters, daughters, and friends.

Sewing in this context is predomirthha communal activity, giving women time to
strengthen their independent social bonds while maintaining the required levels of
production for a functional and vibrant househ3ftiThe webs of connection forged by
the shared labour were not based only ards and labour exchandeut tangled in with
concepts of family, community, améregiving The physical nature of the work created
deep and abiding investment in the wading of the recipients, the stitchers, in some real
sense, becomingartof otherhouseholds along with their art. Blood and saliva were
invariably incorporated into the textile, from moistening thread before threading a needle,
or pricking a finger on a pin, dampening the cloth with saliva to work out the blood.

Daily use of the clothand clothes they made kept the workers in the forefront of

memory, a tablecloth, a blanket, a quilt acting gsoxy for the presence of its creator
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The tools they used for these tasks, pins, thimbles, awls and needles, the bodkin that drew
ribbons andace through handorked eyelets, are tantalizing clues as to the garments

and household draperies that have long since returned to the earth.

3.2.1 PINS

Prior to around 1744, pins were sold by weight, wrapped in pBgeéhe midcentury
it was possibléo purchase pins in boxes sfecificweights. While pirpapers, which
allowed pins to be sold in small and less expensive packets, are generally described as not
having come in to common use until about 1785, Jeanne Thiksdeabate of 1741
includes a listing for six packets of pi.Used by tailors and dressmakers in lower
guantities than one would expect for pinning together garments under construction, pins
were more likely to be used by the domestic sewer than the professional, andedre
for duties other than sewing. Pins have been found holding together pages of manuscripts
and books, as well as used on a regular basis to hold together articles of élothing
particularly, by the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, visrmlething° Tin-plated
copper pingvould have been usedost ofterfor holding together dress, while the plain
copper were certainly interchangeable in a wardrobe emergency, but would have been
less decorative than their gleaming siteetoured cousin&t! Three of thepins at

Beaubassin retain thesilveredplating, and others still have hints.

The lengths and gauges of the wire used for pins differed based on the intended use of
the pint'2Linen hair coverings, fichus, sleeyasd apron bibs held on by pins came in
different weights and styleand he sizes of the pins found at the sites can give us clues

as to the kinds and quality of textiles in uSeme of the accumulations of pins suggest
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storage units, and in some cases the contexts indicate that the pipsxefea sewing
kit when they were lost or disposed of. How the pins were found and with what tells as

much of the story as the sgzeshaps, and styls.

Beaubassin

Approximately half of the pins found at Beaubassin were betwee@@@hm long
and 0.5mm wide These wera style known asgshort whitegcommon pins primarily
used for dressmaking and everyday sewiidnother third were long whites, over 30
mmin lengthand usually around 1 mm in diameter, which were used for heavier fabrics.
Four were twice the width and more than twice the length of the long whites, large
enough to be used for pinning blankets or utility fabrics, including sail canvas or
leathert'* The overwhelming majority of the pins were made of a copper alloy, the most
common material for it purpose in the seventeenth century. The sizes fit the mean
distribution for pins associated with seventeenth century sites, slightly longer than the

pins usedn the eighteenth and nineteenth centutes.

I e T

Figure 3.26: Short white pin from Beaubassin,17B2C9.12 Type C compressed wounavire head andmostly
intact tin plating. Photograph by author, with thanks to Parks Canada
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Prior to the seventeenttentury pin heads were a large ball made of solid of hollow
metal (pewter or brass), but by the beginning of that century the vast majority of pins
were made by turning a wire two or three times around the head of thé Pirere are
three major forms fathe heads of woundire pins, all of which are represented among
the pins at Beaubassin (see tahB).!” A large quantity of oldestyle pins could
suggest careful reuse of supplies originally brought from Europe. The pin collections
found at Acadian s#s, however, indicate reliance on imported pins from England,

France or New England.

The prevalence of longer short white pins at Beaubassin suggests the use of coarser
fabrics for headdresses and kerchiefs, or less concern about the visibility obpinsrnw

the body. The use of slightly cheaper, older, longer pins than the height of fashion in the
1740ssuggests that they were using older paither from earlier occupation or due to

delay in receiving goods from Franicer the import of cheaper, lowguality goods to

the colonies than was generally available in the metropole. The variety of sizes and head
types indicated access to multiplesources and manufacturers, and the two pins with
A-type hand-wrapped heads indicates the possibility that some pins were being

made onsite. The stamped head of the pins indicates imports, as there is no record

of a pinrmaking operation of any scale in Aadia at the time.
Pointe-aux-Vieux

Over one hundred and fifty straight pins were found at P@nte/ieux, a similar
quantity to those found in the 7B17 soperation at Beaubassitf These were not only

used for sewing but were integral items for holdimgether clothing, pinning hats and
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Table 3.2:Pin types found at Beaubassin

Type
(adapted from Beaudry 2006

Small pins
Short whites
Long fines
Long whites
Data missing

Total

Sizes

Quantity

O 23 mm long, < 0.7523

23-30mm long, 0.75 1 mm diameter

>23 mmlong, but < 0.75 mm diameter

39

17

>30mmlong® 0. 75 mm di am?20

Original length and/or diameter unknown

Table 3.3:Pin head types found at Beaubassin

Type
(adapted from Caple 1992)

Type A

Type B

Type C

B or C, inconclusive.

Corroded or small &
bulbous head

Broken / unknown

Total

Description
2 twists of wire fixed to shaft with adhesive.
Dominant in the 18cen.

2 twists of wire loosely crimped onto top of the
shaft. Dominant style in f&cen.

2 twists of wire tightly crimped onto the top of
theshaft, forming a spherical head. Dominant
post1600.

Corrosion or damage makes it difficult to
determine with naked eye or microscope.
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21

120

Quantity

2 119

10

13
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aprons irplace, and so forth. Pins were imported in great quantities, and there has been
no evidence to date to prove that any were being made locally. The pin deposits at
Beaubassin and PoingaixVieux may be indicative of the presence of stores of trade

goods, he trade beads and bale seals found at both sites strengthening th#t case.

Belleisle

The four pins found at Belleisle do not give us enough data points to make any
conclusions regarding patterns of use. Three of the four were associated with the same
feature inthe Blanchardouse possibly a storage closet, and are all co@glely with
soldered, wiravound heads suggesting professionaisité manufacturé&?! One brden
copper alloy pin is fineveight and delicatelwo of the pins are complete, one a standard
mid-range size for sewing pins (29 mm), while the other is 54lomg) a length

suggestive of heaviatuty use.

Figure 3.27: BeD#2:238, a straight pin from the Blanchard house, Belleisle. 54 mm long. Photo by author, with
thanks to the Nova Scotia Museum.
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The single pin fragment found tite Savoie housis heavy and thick, suggesting it was
originally of similar sizeto the largest from the Blanchard hodi$eThe long double
white pins were used for blankets and cloaks, but could also be fordtatad labour

such as tack repair.

Melanson

A handful of needle fragments and a single copper pin were found at Anne Mé&anson
house, mostly in the area associatéith the housé midden. Broken pins could have
been easily tossed or lost there, the placemeneretlingmuch about her sewing
practices. The majority of tHeokenpieces found were iron, more likely to be sewing
needles than pingndthe single copper pirecovered wasery fine and delicate. Pins
this narrow were more commonly used for holding together defiabtis like fichus

ratherthan for sewing purposé$

By contrast, thirty pins were found Ahne Bour@s house higher ughe hill, many of
them in the yard area. These varied in diameter and length, some very fine and small, of
the kind used for fine linens and silks, and others larger and more durable, some in iron,
designed for domestic sewing. Tailors and professionatsteasses tended not to use as
many pins as home sewers, holding and basting the seams together asaaitiigne
measure, so this quantity of pihscattered, and not confined to a single area like a

storeroond suggestshat the outdoors space was used éwisg on a regular basis.

Twenty-five pins at the house of Jean BellivemdMadeleine Melanson were also all
found in the yard exterior to the house. The use of sunlight to sew by in the warmer

months created less eyestrain than attempting to do treelsafirelight or candlelight in
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winters. While necessary repairs would have happened throughout the year, the rhythm of
the seasons may lend itself more to fine sewing taking place in the spring and summer
months, as the days grew longer, the sunliglarele and the chance to sit outdoors and

take advantage of the clear natural light kinder to cold fingers. Sewing becomes a visible
activity this way, the workload ensuring that Acadian women and girls sitting and sewing

on their stoops would be a considtpresence in the settlemeaipsiblic sphere.

3.2.2 NEEDLES ANDTHIMBLES

More specifically associated with fabrication and decoration activities, needles and
thimbles were integral parts of any sewing kitrged fromwire, drilled, groovedand
sharpened, needles were both ubiquitous and precious, particularly for those living in
regions where replacements for the delicate items were not immediately available. A
sixteenth century playzammer Gurtoés Needlecentres around a lost ne&dllthe only
one owned in a wealthy househdldemonstrating the needesymbolic and
psychological importance to a welin household?* While needles were inexpensive
enough by the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries for even rural farmers to own
multiples, th& importance made their care and use amegligible choreNeedles were
kept in needleases, some of which have been preserved at Louisbourg, or in wool

panels in needibooks, emery and sand used to keep them from rugfing.

By the midseventeenth cemty, two main type®f thimblewere in steady ugea one
piece cast cup, and a typiece thimble comgsed of a ring and tof¥® The top of the
two-piece thimble was often of iron or steel, regardless of the metal used for the ring.

Older thimbles that were soldered with tin may have seen the tin decay over time,

232



releasing the various parts of the thimble from one anéth&he spiral pattern of the
indentations regulated over time, allowing them to be of some use establishingddate an
provenience?® The most common form, brass thimbles were clemzame in three

sizes child, maid,andwoman'?® The size of the indentations on a thimble reveal the size
of the needles with which they were expected to be.dd@d measure isot granula

enough to astinguishthimbles used fospecalizedkinds of embroidery, for instance, but
does permit some differentiatidietween thimbles designed for heavy sail work, and
those intended for fine embroider? We mustbe careful in associating sewing work
solely with womenHFHshermen and soldiers certainly carried needles in their kits in order
to effect repairs, and tailovgere usually men, an open thimble an indispensable part of

the tailos usual kit.

Table 3.4 Other Sewing Tools in Acadia

Beaubassin  Belleisle Louisbourg Melanson

Sewing Needles 38 4 - 12
Thimbles 2 - - 3
Needle Cases - - 2 -

Thimbles were made inrange of sizes to suit different users and the length shifted
over time, but the shape remained relatively consistent overall. The only major distinction
is between tailo&himbles (not necessarily only used by tailors) with no bnittap,
and full timbles made with a cap to cover the tip of the fingeéThimbles were also
used as trade goods with Indigenous communities, either for use with sewing lessons, or

to be cut apart and used as tinklers for dress decofdfiEngland imported large
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numbers othimbles to the colonies, beginning with some destined for trade with

Indigenous populations, and continued to do so through the eighteenth ¢&htury.

By the seventeenth century even the middle classes in Franceegelalyusing
silver thimblespartly due to the much wider availability tife precious metdor
domestic use following thieoting of Central American silvéf* The few surviving trade
manifestfor Acadian importsdo not list thimbles amonitpe goods for salé3® From
what can be seen inwspaper advertisements in New England at the time, imported
thimbles were mostly brass, as were all the thimbles and remnants of thimbles found at
Acadian site$2¢ Sundry European goods can be found advertispdges othe Halifax
Gazettfrom 1753 and 1754, but sewing tools seem to have been filed undsutiury

other goods too tedious to nadr@ndare not specifically mentioned’

Thimbles found in Acadian contextave minimakdecoration They have no border
only the pitted bell anthe rim. Plain rims suggest English thimbles, which tended to be
simplerthanGerman or Frencimade ones$® The full brass thimble found in Louisbourg
is an eighteentitentury Loftng style, shorter than laterersions'*® The owner, likely a
member of the Dugas family in the 1750s, was tuned in to the current fashion and
probablypurchased that thimble as an English impbine even machined spacing of the
indentations on the recovered thimbles dates them all to afteyih@&@ting thathese
were purchased localgndnot family heirlooms of great valué® All but one were cast
rather than the new deglpawn method which marked the most technologically advanced

pieces fronthe mideighteenth centurgnd later
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Thirteen needles, one intact thimbd@d pieces of potentially two more thimbles have
been found at Beaubassin, and one small thimble uncoveReini¢aux-Vieux.}** The
presence of needles and thimbles is far nikedy to indicate sewing activity at a
location than the presence of pins, astllesare not used for any other purpose. More
expensive and far more important than pins, needles were also primarily made of steel
and sowverefar more likely to rust andatay in archaeological contexts than brass
pins1#2 Seventeentitentury professional needle makers had a series of specific types of
needle, described in more general terms than they would later at'§iendle Holmes,
in his 1688 treatise on society anddes, listed the types with some useful descriptions:

Pearl Needle, is the least size of Needles.

The first, second and third sort of Needles, according to their sizes; so numbred
till you come to ten.

Ordinary Needles.

Bush Lane Needles.

GloversNeedles have square points.

Book Binders Needles are long and round point

SowGelders Needles are flat pointed.

Chyrurgions Needles are the same, flat pointed.

Pack Needles, crooked at the point, and some flat, others three square; others with
a Back and Hge (like a Knife) at point*

Needle sizing became standardized in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century,
as the production became more industrialized, but the associations of size with specific
activity came earlier. Certain needle types atanaily suited to certain activities, and
whiled aswith pins and scissodswe cannot assume that the appropriate tool was being
used for a specific activity, it gives us a sense of the types of work that were going on at

the time in our particular locations
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All the needles found at the foarainsites were ordinary needles with rounded points,
the kind commonly used for domestic sewing and repair work on looser weave or coarser
fabrics. The recovered samples andortunatelyrusted and degraded, but thevsung
eyes are betweenr2mm in length, with the suggestion of thread grooves above and
below. The generally consistent length (-<B5mm) and diameter (~1 mm) suggests the
needles are all of the same basic type. The fact that the only needles féamnkase
been large does not preclude the possibility of fine waskenall pearl needles used for

embroidery and lace making may well have rusted aw#ye intervening centuries

Needles, needieasesandmost especiallyhimbleshave a special place @arly
modernsewing Kits, their practical and symbolic value exceeding their relatively low
prices*® Carried in a womais pockets, these tools straddled the line between private
and public, mediating personal and communal spgéd$e presence of sewing kits
under the stoops of Acadian homes exposes sewing as a part of the communal domestic
space, whilghimbles andheedlecase<arried inside the pockets, as close to the skin as
possible, brought them deep into a wolsgrersonal sgce. Made to fit the body, the
intimacy of the finger inside the thimldesweating inside them, the metal leaving traces
on the fingertips in retud suggestedhe sensuality of lovemakind’ The connection
was not lost on contemporaries, as thimbles weenafiven as gifts, either during
courtship or by family members as a girl entered the wanaarking world!48
Knowing someon@& hand well enough to size a thimbkea gift was confirmation of that
intimacy, thimblesoccasionallypecoming greliminary or replacement wedding balid.

A decision as closely fit dser staysand involved in all of her handwork, the thimble
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choice was an expression not only of a woéeavorking life but how she wanted that

life to be seen.

Thimbles were integratadto all areas of domestic life, used for measurements in
cooking as well as for sealing lettér§ They also represented a wondaearning
potential,particularly in a bartestyle systenas seen in Acadiavhere domestic labour
was shared>! A thimble andfull needlecaseindicated a womais ability to engage in
the community aspects of productiandenter into reciprocity with her neighbours.
These packages of sewing tools oft@nish from the written recordping umecorded
on inventories or listed in advertisemeritst archaeology gives us some of the evidence

that they were ther&?

Beaubassin

All the thimble fragments found at Beaubassin have rims and regular indentations,
marking them as podt675 in manufactur® The small thimble from PointauxVieux
has lessegular indentations, suggesting it may be of cruder or earlier manufé&ture.
The Beaubassin thimbles that can be sized are for adult hands, made of copper alloy
(brass), tleast one is clearljnachinestamped, and the surviving pieces are unadorned.
Other thimbles from the time period can be sHpkated or have inscriptions or
engraving, but these are all plain and utilitarian and unlikely to have played much of a
direct role in negotiation of socialagus!®® The size of the thimble found at Poiatex
Vieux corresponds with the small size of some pairs of scissors found at other sites,

indicating the participation of young women or children in the production and
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maintenance of garments. It has a baosva, or tonsurestyle top, the side of the finger

used for pushing the needle through the thread.

e

Figure 3.28 Brass tailorés thimble, Beaubassin. Figure 3.29 Copper thimble fragment, Beaubassin.
Photo courtesy of Parks Canada. Photo courtesy of Parks Canada.
Belleisle

The four sewing needldsund at Belleisl& onefrom the Savoie house and three
from the Blanchardhous@ are incomplete specimens. Their diameters range between 1
1.5 mm, which puts them on theavier end of the scale for standard sewing needles,
rather than fine embroidefy® Darning needles have a larger diameter but are best
identified by the larger eye, which is unfortunately missing in all but one case. As far as
pins and needles at Belleshre concerned, the very small sample suggests the trend was
towardsutilitarian anddurable Heavy pins and needles would have been much more
useful for basic sewing, mendirend wool embroidery or tapestry work rather than
finework, lacemaking, or sewing delicate fabrics like silkis thereforetempting to
suggest that the sewing work done at Belleisle pradominantly donevith utilitarian
materials, but the problems éedle survivabilityand the small percentage of the site

which has been excavatathke this a dangerous assumption.

238



No thimbles have yet been uncovered at Belleisle, a gap which certainly does not
indicate lack of use. Particularly since the needleadomere on the heavy side, meaning
that they were being used for heavier materials, the use of a thimble becomes even more
vital to protect the hands. It is possible that they were using leather thimbles of the kind
used in England during the medieval pdribut it is more likely that theishersof
Belleisle took their thimbles with them when they left. Small and easy to tuck into a
pocket,boththe utilitarian and the fancy thimbles would certainly have been among the
first goods packedf not alreadyon the bodies of their ownemshen the evacuation
order was received.he lack of broken pieces or discarded thimbleBelleisle may
indicatea more utilitarian focuthere than elsewhereh®se that were used were kept
close, perhaps less easily regldanelted down for the brass contemt,sent away for

repairrather than being discardadhen tops came loose and sides wore thin.

Melanson

Work is intimately tied into architecture, the size and layouts of rooms allowing
certain kinds ofabour, the placement and directionality of light determining the
possibility of othersThe hearth was the centre of the Acadian home, the source of light,
heat and cooking during long winter and short summer nighte discovery of
thimbles under thedarth at Melanson gives tangible lifeth@ theories of use of
domestic space€ne thimble was discovered in the layer corresponding to the
destruction of the first structure on site, one which did not appear to have a hearth. It was
discovered in contexvith a porcelain sherd and a seed, suggesting nevertheless that

sewing work was being done near a space for food preparation or consutfption.
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The other twdhimbleswere foundn the remains of the penultimate structure built on
the site, dhouse destraad by firecirca1740°° Foundburied near the buildirég hearth
they were in close association with seatsexpected find so close to twoking area
and bake overThe oven was built into the west side of the house, leaving space for
windows on thenorth and south walls. The windows of the subsequent construction on
the site were glass, an expensive treatment compared to other houses in the area
described as having paper windoW®Qiled paper allowed light inside bobt nearly as
much as clear glasgeducing visibility for fine work Sitting outside to make use of
sunlight was one optioMhe constant need folothing, however, did mean thabrk
had to continue into the evening howsd the fire in the hearth would be the most useful
indoorssource of lightThis daces sewingalongsidgood preparation in the centre of

Acadian domestic life in both public and private spaces.

The needles at Melansoon the other hanavere primarily found outdoors, both in
the yard area and in the middeBoth the midden at Anne Melangsrhouse and #iat
theBourghouse producepins andheedles, both partial and intaGiven theimportance
of needles and their limited local availabilityseems unlikely that intact needles would
have been deliberatetgrown awayBourgs house midden also included other sewing
and dressing equipment, including a bone bodkin (discussed and pictured telesv),
brass buttons of varying sizes, two fraents of small scissors, and a small iron ring

perhaps of the sort used to support thread buttons or eyelets.

Thepresence ofieedles and pins in both middens can be explained through space use.
Sewing outside, while useful to catch sunlight, also léisé# to the risk of losing small

items in the grass and dirt. A lost needle or pin that fell from a garment could be swept up
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into the nearby garbage pile without being notj@icertainly seen with a straight pin
and pair of pewter sleeve link buttdiasind in the earth used for the burial of a diseased
pig elsewheren the sité®! The other objects found in Bousymidden are less likely to
have ber accidentallydisposed of, however. The bodkin especially was quite large,
intact and easily visible, agell as being an item vital to daily dressifgund in the
middle layers of the middeapove the layer of tampeatbwn clay associated with the
1707rebuilding,the bodkin, buttonsron ring, and one pair of scissors were in close

association with a needl&

This collectionalmost certainlyepresents a repair or dressing kit, the lahd
maintenance and repair itemien found contained ifabric rolls called hussifs, or
fhousewifes) and @rried inwomerés pockets® Bourgwas the only adult woman in her
household in the first decades of the eighteenth century, and the pocket olikalgsif
belonged to heHow did herpocket contents end up in the garbage pile? The midden
contained more than 54,000 pieces of shell and other faunal remains, as well as
architectural debris from house destruction and construdtioaught in the household
fire that destroyed the secostlucture on the site,artially burnedpocket or sewing
roll could have ended up with the other materials cleaned out to make way for a new
dwelling. That the pieces in decent condition were not recovered suggests that finding or
buying replacements wamt a concernEither these were loweguality items than others
already inherpossession, or it wdsss troubleand inexpensive enough to buy

replacements than to gligging through theniddenfor the lost kit.

Thehussifalsodemonstrate the portability of sewing work. The spinning wheel and

loom kept operators confined to the workshop and hearth, but the smalkviadpiced
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sewing kits, commonly stashed under doorstops, also traveled with their dffridrs.
brass buttons in the kit@athe kind worn on més jackets and waistcoats, while the
bodkin was primarily used for relacing won@emgowns and bodices. Armed with notions
and a needle, wearing her kitthe pockehanging beneath her cloth&ourgs

readiness is an example of #iad of emotional labour that went along with the physical

work of maintaining a household and raising a family.

Louisbourg

The handworking tools found at Louisbourg, as winments discussea chapter
six, demonstrate the extra accesguality notionsenjoyed by Acadians living at
Louisbourg Their statuses as wives of officers would have contributed to access, as well
as pressure to keep up the appearance of sophistié&tsioing their needles andms
in ivory and woodheedlecasegather than fabric pincushions or hussiane Levron
and her daughter Marianne Benoist had sturdier, showier, and lessemeerersions
of carry cases thafinne Bour@s hussif Made by joiners and other professiondisans,
needlecaseswith their tightlyfitted screw ends were better able to protect needles and
pins from rust than fabric needlebodR&Pin-poppets, alightly shorterderivation of
needlecases, were used in a similar way to hold the fine copper pins ugiedarticles
of dress togethéf’ Their presence was another visible marker of the attention paid to

needlework, dress, and the construction of the self.
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Figure 3.30: Needlecase Louisbourg (2L61C3-5). Likely b elonged toAnne Levron, Marianne Benoist or Anne
Jacau Photo by author, with thanks to Fortress Louisbourg.

Alongsidethe needlecasestwo intact thimbles and one piece of a third were found at
the Dugas and Richard residencesirabe ofbrass.The knurling on the complete
crownedthimble, which goes up and over the top in a continuation of the impressions of
the body, is similar infepe and style to later Dutch brass thimbles found at St.éMary
City in Maryland!®® There is not a great deal of visible wear, supporting its identification
as a relatively recent purchase. Fancy thimbles meant for show were usually made from
silver or got, not brasswhich would have been bought and used as a workingTtbel
short band and the larger indentations on the second thimble from the Dugas house in
Louisbourg mark it as a tailar thimble, likely made without a crown at all, and used by
catchig the needle on the side of the finger rather than ti&fifnese ring thimbles
were commonly usefibr heavier fabrics (saddle and harness making, sail making, shoe

making) andwere often larger, to fit on més fingerst’°
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3.2.3 SEWING AwL

The awl discovered at Beaubassin is interesting both for itself and for the artifacts with
which it was found. Awls are multipurpose tools, used for boring holes in leather, cloth
and other materials, and it can be very difficult to establish a partppuipose for an
individual example. This small awl, with a spike about five centimetres long, was found
close toa broken pair of snipg! Awls, as well as the very similar stilettos, could be used
to unpick seamanddraw threads out of fabric for cutwork whitework embroidery!’?

With the largest diameter of the spike approximately 0.5 cm, the awl is sized

appropriately for piercing fabric to make small eyelets for lacing.

Figure 3.31: Wooden and iron awl from Beaubassin. Figure 3.32: Detail from Interior of a Tailor& Shop,
Photo Courtesy of Parks Canada. ¢. 165560. Quiringh Gerritsz. van Brekelenkam, ©
Worcester Art Museum.

Lacing holes were necessaipsures foa range ofjarmentsn the late seventeenth
and early eighteenth centuri®hen not closed edge-edge with hooks and eyes
bodices and stays wetdeawn closed with lace#ends breeches often had a lacing
placket in the back waist that enabled sizeistpents, and knee bands could have
eyelets if they were tied with points rather than buckigsintil the nineteenth century

introduction of metal grommets eyelets were commonly worked with thread, often silk or
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linen, and often with a metal ring inserteetween layers of fabric in order to provide a
solid base for the stitching? The small iron ring found at Melanson is the right size to

be one of these.

This provides anothgrossiblenterpretation for the small iron rings which were also
discovered at Beaubassin, though at approximately 1 cm in diameter they seem a little too
large to be eyelet rings for the size of eyelet opened by this particulartensize and
the broken wire ekensions on the sides of the rings from Beaubdfiguire 3.33)are
closer to lacing ringd.acing ringsstitched onto the surface of the garment rather than
boundinto eyelets were used on won@eodices from the fourteenth through the
nineteenth centigs. A later example of a waistcoat from Colonial Williamsb(figure
3.34) has elaborate lacing rings with extra curlicues to secure the ring to the bodice,

adding fashionable flair to a structural necessity.

-
{.

#

Figure 3.33 Iron ring sfrom Beaubassin.Photo by | Figure 3.34 Detail of womends embroidered jacket
author, with thanks to Parks Canada. with lacing rings, c. 1780.The Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation. Museum PurchaseéAcc. Num: 200086.
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Applied to the surface of the garment rather than integrated between the layers, lacing
rings are inherently less stable and capable of withstanding less structural tension than
eyelets pierced through the textile layers. The use of lacing rings coulessaggpung
or slim woman, or one who preferrexs pressure from her garments, as lacing rings

alone would not provide as much physical support.

3.2.4 BODKIN

A bone bodkin found in the midden at Boédpouse in Melanson is a tool similar in
somerespects to both a heavy needle or an awl, though its purpose is to draw ribbons or
laces through casings or eyelets in clothing. Both men and wisrolething could be
closed with a bodkin, though their primary function was to serve as a means of easily
lacing closed corsetry and bodi¢ésSome fancy bodkins could be worn tucked into the
coif or the apron as a piece of personal jewellery, when made in silver ot Bi\agsle
bone bodkins were utilitarian rather than decorative, and unlikely to have been used in a
jewellery context, they still played a role in the construction of female identity in the

seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.

Bodkins filled the sameignalling space as buckles, both necessary for the fashionable
clothing of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, but capable of becoming much more
than functional. All of those found to date in a New England colonial context have been
made of precioumetals, mainly silver, silver @y, and copper allognd nany were
heavily decorated, even monogrammed with the initials of the o\W{hEnhe Acadian

bodkin seen here is natecorative and was most likely made locally, missing the usual
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sorts of decorationr attachment points for jewels or pastes seen in more expensive

versionst’®

Figure 3.35: Bone bodkin on display at Grand Pré. Photograph by author, with thanks to the GrandPré
National Historic Site and Parks Canada

Bone smooths from use, showing fiessage of time and thread with every worn
section of the bodkin. Th&mplicity and materials suggest that it was hemede,
possibly byBourgherself from the bone of an animal raised on the farm. The local
production of bone buttons indicates that processing for clothing items was done, and the
long, natural shape of a simple bodkin would have been easy enough to sand down even
for a nonexpert The act of creatiomas an intimate acespecially for an item she wore
tucked into her bodice or in a pocket, warm from her body and her hands, a regular and
required part of her daily life. Thizone bodkin is neither flashy nor a sign of
conspicuougonsumption; rather, it rooits ownerin her geography and her hexfl

cattlealike.
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Mary Beaudry has tracked court cases regarding bodkins in colonial New England,
discovering that while mealsoused bodkins for lacing, all of the legal actions
surrourding the tools involved womer? This suggests women placed more symbolic
importance on the item, possibly because of the intrinsic value of those made from
expensive metals, but also because of the intimate relationship the bodkin had with the
body that itdressed. While modern maternity wear comes with a wide variety of options
for breastfeeding access, wordgnlothing in the colonial period was not specialized for
pregnancy and nursing’ It would be relatively pointlesespecially in Acadia where
married womengavebirth on averagevery two or three yearkeading tomost oftheir
fertile yearsbeingspent in a state of either pregnancy, nursing, or both. W@men
clothing laced for closure instead and could be supplementedtwittache@ cloths
that pinned across or behind lacings to cover a wider op&rong@prons worn high,

allowing for adjustment of size and fit as the pregnant body changed8hape.

Nursing access demanded frahbsing bodices and jackets, and a quick me&ns
unlacing and lacing in order to feed a hungry infant with minimal disruption. A bodkin,
designed to speed up tbeessingprocess, would be a vital part of a mofisataily kit
and needdto be carried on her person. It spoke to her practical needsllassvprovided
a place for display and purpose. Despite the recorded fecundity and maternal survival
rates in Acadia, pregnancy and childbirth in the early modern period were still extremely
high-risk, the loosdaced bodice of the last few months of géisin both a testament to a
womarts fertilityd and a potential countdown to her death. The bodkin takes on new
meaning in that context. When used to relace a gown for a nursing mother, the simple

bodkin becomes a physical celebration of survival.
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3.3 SPINNING THE SPINDLEWHORL ANCDISTAFF
Spinning was a cultural constant for European women, a gendered task that was taught
young and practiced throughout a wordlife 182 How thread was spun and what kind

of thread was being spun impacted how a woman or givieh through both private and

public spacesWithout any surviving textiles from the pdeportatiorperiod available

for examination it is impossible to know precisely what style of spinning and weaving

was performed by Acadian textile worke¥ge do know from documentation and from

surviving artifacts thaf\icadian women used both spinning wheels aig dpindles for

their spinning. The spinning wheel was a standard part of a French labdwresehold

in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuaied,the slower drop spindigth its whorl

had been a staple in one form or another as far back as teeagf’

The drop spindle was a simple device used for spinning fibres, made by placing a

whorld a disk of even weight and diameieon the bottom of a straight stiak order to

balance the stick and generate spin. Whualeebeen madefrom many differentsolid,

durable substansgincluding wood, stoneand repurposed pottery. Similar discs or

bowls without drilled holes were often used as catches for the point of the spindle for

supportedstationaryspinning, creating drag as necessary or containing ale:oiMhile

spinning can be done without a whorl, the use of the whorl creates sthaiteater

threads or cords, of a more consistent size, faster and more efficiently.

A spindle whorl was discovered outside the Blanchard house in Belleisle, the small,

perforated weight onl6 mm in diameteand weighing 9.3 .drhe weight appears to

have sheared in half widthwise, and likely would have originally weighed betwets 11

grams.The size and weight of the whorl, in order to be useful, must be calibrated for the
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type of fibre being spuh the smaller the whorl, the faster the spin, and generally the
shorter the staple of the fibre used witffftLarge, heavy whorls are best suitfor the
production of flax and thick wool threads (>1 mm in diamef&$maller, lightweight

whorls have been associated in south and central America with cotton production; in the
case of Acadian home textile production they would have been uskiddavoolen

threads, between 627 mm thick!®® The Blanchard whorl was made of what appears to
be local clay, perforatédalbeit at an angée to allow for the insertion of the spindi?.

The size and shape, as well as the angled perforation, suggest ttsafoitally made by

an amateur, and would have been best suited to the production of very fine wool thread

for both sewing and weaving.

Figure 3.36: Spindle whorl BeDi

2:4316. Clay, likely local. Photo by

author with thanks to the Nova Scotia
. . Cm o

mmlmllunlunlum. nnnm II\\‘II 11
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The drop spindle was inexpensive and simple to make but was generally inefficient
compared to newer technologies. It had been replagéde spinning wheeh the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries by those who could affbiné #pinning wheel
was faster and more efficient, but it restricted woteexttivities in a way that seems
incompatible with Acadian womérnuse of public space, as well as the bulk of their farm
chores.The lightweight drop spindles could be spun in the &iterthe user was mobile
allowing gravity to do some of the wot® The drop spindiés portability meant that the
user could engage in other tasks and public social life while continuing to work the fibres.
The spinning wheel, on the other hand, confined her to a single spot, usually the main
room of the home. Given the ways in which A@adivomemmade use athe sunlight
and outdoor spaces in the settlements, this stationary chore left the spinner disconnected
from public life. The use of a drop spindle outdoors on the Blanchard property confirms
that even families with means were using lisss expensive tools, suggesting that the

motivationwas not povertybut mobility.

Figure 3.37: Woman with a distaff and drop spindle, ) _ ) ) )
feeding chickens. Luttrell Psalter (13251335).The Figure 3.38: Detail, Peasant Interior, by the Le Nain

British Library, Add MS 42130, Psalm 91, ff. 166v. Brothers, 1642 Courtesy National Gallery of Art,
’ ’ ’ Washington.
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The spinning wheels the Acadians used were invented arouncCE@@sed on
Chinese or Indian designs that entered European use in the thirteenth t&mithiye no
parts of the main body of a spinning wheel have yet been found aeaguision
Acadian sitean Acadian distaff in the museum at Fort Beausejour is 68.5 cm in length,
the right size for use with a spinning whé&®€lAt that lengthit is shorterthan a distaff
designedo be used with dropspindle, which was generally approximately 0.9 m long
(three feet). Using a wheel and distaff, a skilled spinner could spin an average of two
skeins of linen thread in a d&yor six skeins of wool®! Recent expéments have shown
that with a drop spindle, it is the skill of the individual spinner more than any variation of
tool that determines the consistency and quantity of-spod wools; the human factor is

more pronouncetf?

Linen and wool required differemtheels, a smafiSaxony or flax wheel for spinning
linen fibres, and a largégreat wheal for spinning wool. The flax wheel was used from
a seated position while the wool wheel required a walking motion to provide tension on
the fibres'®® Inventories inSalem, Massachusetts from the ra@lenteenth century show
that of twentynine households that had spinning wheels lidtagteen had more than
one wheel in their possession, some defined specificafijran wheeles'°* Wheels
were ubiquitous but relatively expensive considering their necessary role in the
production of household textiles, the cost to purchase one iafthgl the early
seventeenth century two shillings and fourpénbet rising to about five shillings a

hundred years latéf?

The only evidence we have for looms in Acadia anlle & firstperson accounts,

and inventories which describe looms in thedeholds oAcadianrefugees in New
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England following the deportatiof® In New England only between @& percent of
households owned wheels by 178§ comparisononly 6-10 percent had loomt§! This

is relatively unsurprising considering the workload reelito produce enough thread to

fill a loom, with eight spinners required per weat®The looms used at the time were
two-harness floor looms, the same stgerused in both Louisiana and northern

Acadian settlement$? This basic loom was capable abpucing two different weaves,

a plain and a tabby, with baskeeave and other variations made possible by varying the
threading of the harness&®8 The tabby weave was the most common in later Acadian
weaving, with pattern banding created through manijmnaf weft coloursg®? Brocades,

satins, and jacquards were not physically possible.

Weaving was traditionally a matmded task, with Mathieu Martin the only weaver
appearing in an Acadian cens$In 1685 de Meulles wrote that there were weavers
plural, in the colony, the trade being passed down through the generations, but weavers at
this stage must have become less specialized, combining their work with other
professionsas no professional weaseareenumeratea@fter Martirts deattt3 A
changeover happened in the maighteenth century in terms of the gendered nature of
the task®* Looms became more common in New England household inventories post
1750 and production appears to have moved to the other side of the domestic sphere,
from trained male specialists into the hands of female domestic wafR@itsis shift
must have begun earlier in Acadian circles, as by the time of the expulsion it is Acadian
women being given the credit for weaving. The group of deportees that settled at Belle
lle-enrMer in 17651766 had strong reputations as weavers and were given looms by the

French government in order to ply thekills in fitissue acadiet?%®
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CONCLUSIONS

Examining the tools of textile production can tell us some useful things about Acadian
dress and about the culture surrounding their production and embellishment methods.
Without looms and spinning wheels the evidence is limited to the smaller itemsgehut e
those have proven to be a wealth of information thabkas previouslynexploredThe
presence of a small spindle whorl at the Blanchard house necessitates the existence of a
spindle to go along with it, and fine wool thread as the end result.résence of sewing
tools outdoordeads to an exploration tfie idea of work spacgsirning textile
production and maintenance intctigities that blur the boundaries between thelear

family and the community.

Thepins,awl, and bodkin give us the most specific information about garment styles
of any of the toolswhile the spindle whorl and distaff speak more clearly about the types
of textiles produced locallyrhe delicate pins found at the Melanson site suggest that
resicents were wearing lightweight and fine textiles, possibly linen caps and fichus for
the women and girls of the households. The awl and rings may have ended up together
thanks to the use @fyelets on bodices or breeches, lacing plackets confirmed by the
presence of a bone bodkifhe simplicity of the bodkin and plain nature of the scissors at
Melanson contrast to the silvered scissors and snips found at Beaubassin, sudggesting
the absence of further finds during future excavatioaslifference in the wafemininity
was being constructed and presentetthevariouscommunitiesThis may relate to

differences in audiencéhat is, for whom the display was being created.
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Beyond the start of a catalogue of potential garments, the artifacts inform ushebout t
social dynamics of textile production in Acadldne means of textile production in
Acadia belonged to both men and women, the locations of the finds and the styles
discovered revealing not ontlge ways in whictlihe items were used, but what meanings
they held for their owners and onlookers. Fancy scissors meant to be seen rested in fabric
pockets and sewing rolls alongside utilitarian thimbles, ,aanld bodkinsPins carried in
wooden and bone poppets moved in and out, used to secure gakl@nes dress
specificallywas a precarious and renewable thing, pieces held to each other with pins and
finely basted thread#he position of an apron cornersleeve acravat shifting and

changing throughout the day.

As previously noted, generalizing bdsen the size of the assemblages is dangerous,
especially in cases where the bulk of the site has yet to be excavated. It is impossible to
know for certain if the tools found at each house site are representative of the original
array of items available.i@n descriptions of shared labour, however, and the
differences between two sites sitting so closely together and belonging to members of the

same family group, we may still make some extrapolations.

Many comments on Acadian productivity appear in Istbeth from French and
English officials. Called lazy and indolent, the official ire appears to be primarily directed
at Acadian men for leaving the uplands uncleared and unfaifh@dvernor Jacques
Francois de Monbeton de Brouillan, replacing Villebod 701, wrote on arrivahat he
haddiscovered the Acadians of Minas to be livikn vrais républicains, ne
reconnaissant ni autorité royale ni justican expression of frustration at a people

apparently chafing at his assertion of imperial corfffolVomends work is mentioned
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only in positive praise for their industry, kiere may be aissue of perceptioat play.

Gloria Main has posited a transition point in the colonial consumer economy around
1715, when, she argues, there was less neethéhilled labour on the farms, freeing up

men and women alike to specialize in ffarming occupation$?® Certainly swelling
demographics suggest that the number of workers available for farm labour ia Aaddi
increased, even considering the generahsistfor hiring outside servants and hafifls.

The variation in scissor types between Melanson and Belleisle is not a sign of
socioeconomic differences nor of access to ornamented tools. Jeanne Thibodeau and the
Widow Dugas had the time for fancy work, alstlaé Acadian wives living in Tle Royal

hired servants for domestic labdtit.

Where Villebon and Diéreville saw the products of wotsemork, they did not look
too closely at the detadselse why describe the Acadians as bé&ingho way
distinguished by ne stylesp when their accessories (38bapters) demonstrate that to
be incorrectWomerts leisure at Beaubassin and Belleisle may have taken the form of
genteel pursuits, changing from subsistence sewing and weaving to embroidery and
finework during theday. They sewed and spun in spaces with the potential for social
engagement, buying and using decorative tools as a means of displaying further pride in
their work. This maps on to the ways in which fine work was associated with higher
status for Europearomen, and the prevalence of fancy tools at Beaubassin indicates the
growth of a new, local elite differentiating themselaesl triggering anxious

commentary from officials concerned about a subtle usurpation of authdrity

The fancy embroidergcissors and the attendant silks and ribbons found in Jeanne

Thibodeads sewing equipment and with Marie Savoie and Marguerite Blanchard at
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Belleisle indicate ways in which the women defined themselves through the use of
luxury-level tools?'3 Fancy work andhe attendant idealized domestic femininity stands

in contrast to the descriptions of simple Acadian farmers given by English travellers, who
sawrficlothes pitched on with pitchforksand the practical reuse of Engligtcarlet

duffild recycled into homemun skirts?'# They did whitework and embroidered with

colourful silks, and while lace making scissors were not found at any of the sites in
guestion, lace bobbins and contemporary testimony confirm that lace was a product in
demand*® They spun fine threadsith light spindles and wove textiles in domestic

settings Silk lace was imported in quantity, but cotton and linen taaghave been

made locally?'®

The geometric stylings on the hafts of the decorated embroidery scissors mirror the
simple geometry of weaving and stitching, crosses, curves, and squares turning both
handles and fabric into works of art. Jules Prown descaitigacts asfartistic signs
articulating a climate of beligfthe forms of objects reflecting and personifying cultural
subtext, and the specialized tools for fancy work are marked as fancy work therfiSelves.
The social importance of decorative work is doubly underlined in theoscdssign, a
privileging of artistic expressiofhe sizes of scissors represented in the assemblages
may hold further answer to the compelling questiofwdfy so manyg. the siipsfound in
guantity atAcadian sitesorrespond generally with the numbeyofing women living in
their mothe@s households. Servants were not employed in Adadidramatic contrast to
both the cheap household labour available in France amhsheved people in
household®f Acadian women who married French officials at Tlle Rdyand the tasks

of maintaining a household were performed by family menmi3@irls would learn
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sewing at their mothé& knees, beginning with simpler tasks such as hemming and

sewing long seams.

A young womaids textile skills were of paramount importantiee ability tofweave a
web of clothd considered as fundamental to the proper running of a household as a young
marts abilities in carpentry and farmid$f Their sewing kits included thimbles, needles,
and pins, and needed only a single pair of smaller scissors for completion. Sitting at the
fire and on the front stoops of their houses with their mothers, aunts and sisters, the girls
of Acadialearned the sks they would need for their own households and gave their

communal labour to textile production and fancy work.

Imagine, for a moment, the Widow Dugas in Louisbourg, sitting on her stoop in
summer or the hearth on a wireevening, surrounded by heaughters and
stepdaughteés sisters, steisters and haif§isters ranging in age from eight to seventeen
and all connected in some way to the major bloodlinéscatlia There they sit, sharing
their hopes for the future, linen for a trousseau goldemamnah upon their laps, their
needles flickering in the fifs glow.We can add others to this cozy group. Louisbourg
was home to a network of related Acadian women, many married to French offitials.
Anne le Borgne de Belleisle, first married to the mertlaan Baptiste Rodrigue, lived
at house 31, kittgorner to the Widow Dugas; we may add her to the gathering, along
with Josepbs cousin Marguerite Dugas and her childi&rleanne Thibodeau fits neatly
into this network of related women as well, her beotklichel married to Josefhfirst
cousin MarieAgnes Duga$?? Based on the physical evidence, we might even project so
far as to include Mme. de la Valliere, the French neighbour across the street, in whose

house the matching scissor handle was fdahBvidence of connection and exchange
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persists even outside of the settlements, the networks of women keeping their community
bonds significant, aneven inside the French fortressrengtheningheir growingsense

of a newAcadian identity??

Theitems owned in each settlement were similar in many respects, the Dutch
thimbles, plain steel needlemd copper pins the same imported items used across the
colonies. The differences can be most strikingly seen in the scissors and thecasesl|e
itemsmeant to be seen both in context of sewing work and otherwise. Finely pointed and
decorated on the handles, singated or steel, scissors played an important role in
Acadian womeds structuring and consideration of their roles as women and providers.
Distinctd and yet not entirely dividéd from the scissors used by the women round her,
Jeanne Thibodedsicovered scissors reveaimething abouter preferred leisure activity

alongside hebeliefs abouher place in Louisbourg society.

The scissors found ¢he Melanson settlement, on the other hand, tell us that this is not
the only force at play. The pairs of scissors found there are plain by comparison to those
seen at Belleisle and Louisbourg, with undecorated hafts and clean dhathesmakeés
markor inlay to distract the eye. And yet we know from various censuses that the
Melansons were among the wealthiest landownefsatia so it is not for lack of
funds. The settlement was flourishinglinO7, cultivatingseventeemrpents of land
between siamily groups??® Basque considers the Melansons to be one of the elite
families, or at the very least one of the most locally connéétetiditionally, analysis
of socioeconomic differences between fiktited Acadian families and the poorer

settlements fond limited differences in the kinds of goods owR&d.
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This difference is heightened when compared to Belleisle, where the clothing was
more rustiqseeChapter §, but the sewing equipment was fancier. This dichotomy
disturbed cultural expectations associated with European gentility, which paired elite
femininity with leisure sewing. The disparity between social presentation and coded
activity between the women the banlieueand those in the marsh would have been a
source of tension. It was the kind of mismatch that may have increased the general
perception of Acadians as moving away from the manners and mannerisms which were
so much a part of continental Frendrtigal understandingt is that growing distance
from imperial expectation and changes in social eudsh suggests a forming
perception change, and more justification for those on the outside to begin to see Acadian

culture as somethingther.
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