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The traditional metadata landscape

A Traditionally, client participmtimebasedepositories of information has been largely
reactiveClientg€an search for and select items from these repositories, but have littl¢
to organize and categorize these items in a way that reflects their own needs and |

A Digital document repositories such as library catalogues and bibliographiegatabas
the subject of their contents with keywords or subject headings. Traditionally, such
performed either by an authority, such as a librarian or a professional indexer, or el
derived from the authors of the documents.




User generated metadata

In recent years, significant developments have occurred in the creation of customizak
features in a wide variety of websites.

Thesdeatures offer users the opportunity to customize and store items of interest to tf
aswish lister records of itetosreagwatchorlisterto; collections of photographs; blog
posts; wikis, and so forth.

r

/\ Users can organize and categorize these items by adding their own keywords; furthei
/ cses\they can add further metadata in the form of ratings and reviews. \ p
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Social tagging and folksonomies
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Tagging

A Atagis a nothierarchic&eyword or temmsigned to a piece of inforn{atipn a website,

digital image, ebook, etc.). Tags are assigned by the creator of the information, or t
viewing It.

A Usergeneratethetadata such as tags and categories go back to the late 1990s with
growth of blogs, where authors assigned categ@mgssoandividual blog posts. The
crucial element here is that this type of tagging is purely individualized; only the au

assign categories and t aassigned&eyworddi® s n
/\ bibliographic databases.
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Social tagging

A The social aspect of assigaggwapopularizeid 2004 bsocial bookmarking sites such as
DelicioyLiteULikeandConnoteédiscontinued this yeas)well as social image sitesl|like

The point of these sites is not just to control what information is posted, but to share that in
and its metadata, with a fellow community of users.

A Delicious is often considered the parent of social tagging. Although Delicious has lost som
popularity recently, since people are using Twitter increasingly to holéressjsesénted a
» hovel and important way of keeping track of, and organizing, links to websites of interests t
Independent of any computer; it was, in fact, an instance of cloud computing before that tel
/\ gnything.



https://delicious.com/
http://www.citeulike.org/
http://www.connotea.org/
http://www.flickr.com/

' Delicious and social tagging, 1

A Youcan add the URLs of websites of interest to you in a cloud environment; when
the system prompts you to add tags of your choosing (no limit on the number).

A Ifyou choose to make these links public, anyone who follows your account can see
tags you have assigned, as well as the bundles, or categories, under which these t
organized.

r

A Oneof the innovative features of Delicious is its recommender feature: When you &
’\ to your collection, you are provided with a suggestion of tags that others have assit
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Delicious and social taggiriy,

A This recommender system leads to the crowdsourcing, or social aspect of tagging.

A Inmy own blofpr exampleh&ve total control over the tags and categories | create. |
Delicious, | can use the wisdom (or folly) of the crowd: The more often | used the
recommended tags, the more | am contributing to a relativelyestandard t a g s
possible ttorm some kind of standardized vocabulary with a recommender system.
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Examples of my Delicious tag bundles an
tags

shopping =5 -
TAG BUNDLES Edit imported 49
Canada | 44
cataloguing vegan | 31
ﬂlms Films=s =20
anguage Cataloguing 19
. Recipes | 17
shopping =
food 16
Vegan
Cosmetics 15
rewviews 1.4
Books 14
2 LIS Journals @11
libraries @ 11 '\ 2
L \ environmemnt 10
| Mova Scotia | 8 7\ ,,(

| /\ f\ ‘ r Conferences S N r
‘ organic 8 1\




Folksonomies

A Folksonomies is a term used to describe the social aspect of tagging. The term folk
was created by Thomas Vander Val in a discussion on an online information archite
and represents a merging of the terms folk and taxonomy.

A In a folksonomy the set of terms is a flat namespace; there are no clearly defined r
between and among the terms in the vocabulary, unlike formal taxonomies and cla
schemes, where there are multiple kinds of explicit relationships (e.g., broader, nar
related terms) between and among terms. Folksonomies are simply the set of term

/\ group of users tagged content with; they are not a predetermined set of classificatic
Aabels.
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Popularity of social tagging

A The growing popularitsoofal tagging daa attributeid:

0 Anincreasing need to exert control over the mass of digital information that we
accumulate on a dhagis

0 Adesire to democratize the way in which digital information is described and orc
using categories and terminology that reflect the views and needs of the actual
rather than those of an external organization or body.




Perceived need for social tagging

A Perhaps the most important strength dhggaigl is that it allows users to organize
resources mway that reflects directly their own vocabulary and needs.

A Social tagging represerfisndamental shift in that it is derived not from professionals
content creators, but from the users of information and documents.

:
A Folksonomies can adapt very quickly to changes in user needs and vocabulary, an
/\ new terms to a folksonomy incurs virtually no cost for either the user or the system
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Limitations of social tagging, 1

A Ambiguity (e.g., Ant has been used fovedestm heory, and Apackt, a Java programming
tool)

A Polysemy (Port: Wine; Computer port; left side of a ship; where ships unload, etc.)
A Synonymy (cataloguing/cataloging; flower/flowers)

:
A Variations in levels of specificity (e.g., Vegetarian yacdo/egetarian, ovo vegetarian, lacto
[\ vegetarian, fruitarian, pescetarian, etc.)




Limitations of social taggin®,

A Folksonomies provide no guidelines for the use of compound headings, punctuatio
order, and so forth; for example, should one use the tag vegan cooking or cooking,
vegancooking, or vegan_cooking? Finally, and not insignificantly, the terms could [

Incorrectly




Examples of inconsistent tagging

o standard | 1cIpes chickpea tain
citation order
No standard coconut-milk

rawvegan

structure for

’ compound nagin I]l(}g_fﬂ(}d




Ye s . b ut e .

A Users are willing to tolerate the shortcorsouipl ¢dgginmecause ultimately they lower
barriers to cooperation.

A Userslo not have to agree upon a hierarchy of tags; they strive to achieve a degree
consensus over the general meaning of tags.

A In recommender systems, as addRkes more and more bookmarks, the set of tags
In those bookmarks becomes stabledifferest users. From my experience, for exam
’\ 1 am more likely to choose a recommended tag than create my own.




Ubiquity of social tagging

A Giverthe ease of creating and using tags, nearly any member of the Internet comm
make use of this tool. Although interaction through social networking is one of the
uses of tagging, the process offers benefits for the solitary user as well, namely, the
opportunity to access bookmarks online from any(eamddédicious), impose
structure on written works (e.g., blogauadsmicesearch and file sharing (e.g.,
CiteULike), multimedia sites (e.qg., Flickr, Photobucket, andedouigibeliections

»  (e.g., GoodReads), etc.




QOOd readS Title / Author /15BN

THE IEI.II'| [41] I".h'.l'ﬂ!"f SAGA fﬂ?f‘THLﬁ

CEORGERR.
MARTIN

R STORIO
SWORDS

Home My Books Groups Recommendatic

A Storm of Swords (A Song of lee and Fire #3)
by George R.R. Martin

XA KKk K 451 - F rating details - 186,914 ratings - 10,084 reviews

Here is the third volume in George R.R. Martin's magnificent cycle of
novels that includes A Game of Thrones and A Clash of Kings. Together,
this series comprizes a genuine masterpiece of modern fantasy,
destined to stand as one of the great achievements of imaginative
fiction.

Of the five contenders for power, one is dead, another in disfaver, and
still the wars rage as al...more

Genres

Fantazy

science Fiction Fantasy
Fantasy = Epic Fantasy
Epic

Fantasy = High Fantasy
Adventure

Fantasy = Dragons
Adult

Fantasy = Magic

Zcience Fiction

10,271 u=ers




lickr Explore Upload o iy

This photo also appears in
miniBIGS' photostream

LEGO (group)

Song of lce and Fire (group)

Minifigs (group)

Custom LEGO Minifigs (group: 22,928)
+ Toys (It B 555+ ) (group)

_..and 4 more groups

Tags
lego custom minibigs game of thrones

I\ tyrion ' dany jonsnow arya ned @stark




Edmonton Public Library

Tags

s : , ’ My Rating: > £

Find it at EPL GFORGER R antasy
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» dark
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e ¥ adventure
B Addto My Shelves
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» fantasy war
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A Game of Thrones

by George R. R. Martin

Other authors: See the other authors section.
Series: A Song of Ice and Fire (1)

Members Reviews Popularity Average rating Conversations / Mentions

18,664 538 80 KR AR (4.41) 4 /8095

& Add to your library | ok Add to wishlist

v Tags W show all
2011 =3 2012 51 A SDI’Ig ﬂf |CE al'ld Fil'e g7y adventure 24 dragons iz ebook EpiC[zs-} epic
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How does social tagging affect indexers?

A Taggings not going away. When you see the success ofxitmiRikadand
Li braryThi ng, | t0s evident that peopl

reviews).

A Peopldollow each other on sites like GoodReads and LibraryThing to see what thei
friends are reading. These sites therefore act as recommender sites for other item
" wish to read, and so forth. Tagging







