
BERNARD SHAW AS A LETTER 
WRITER 

W llFJT III':n we agree with Shaw or not, we must admit 
that he CBn alway8 be counted on to lVl'it1l ill rnOilt amusing 

letter. It haa boon my privilege to know him forllOme~nyl,!&l'll. 
We !tnt met "'hen I calloo upon him on hi. Mventy-fourtb 
birthday to I)ay reBpec~u1y 26, 1930. 110 Wail in e.:coodingty 
genia.l mood. and, amongst many other thine- he ,poke about 
MarkT""ain',JlllloOiogroph". 

"There " .... only one immortal pusage in the whole book," 
deelaNld Shaw. "That WILlI the one which deeeribM how lUI a boy 
Clemen •• living in a regiOIl of all IIOrtlloffrightruleatllolllroph_ 
hurricanel, earthquake., steame", ... ·reek«! or blown up on the 
rl,'on. babiea eaten by alIigawn or bitten by ratllesnllkea, and 
murdo ... galore WAIl tl\ught that all th_ ealamitiet WOl'tl lI6IIt 
by the Almighty Il~ a wfLtning to him to rtl lJent and be a good 
boy. 110 would wake up in tho middle of tho night whan it w&II 

lhwldering and lightning, overwhelmed with a IJ(!nS(l of hia 
penonnl."..pon, ilJility for the death of 110 uIRny innoeeut peraonll, 
.. nd would ooha\'e himself quite wen for neatly two day. &fter­.... , 

" \ ..- Il.0l di,;appointOO. in MalYI AlIlob'OfI'"Qph~". Shaw .... ·ent 
on; ··the moro t!l!pl.'Ci&lly ,;noo he had follo ..... ed the method that 
I had alway. ~UIJ"get<tOO. for Hurb a book; no d('Bnite pla.n. but 
juat to ,nve YOUT reeolleetions M they came floating in upon 
theeonM'i.)u_ne.. 

"And then he fo]]o""ed another one of my Muggesiiollll" 
thatthetw'lyye&nofa m&l\', life lhouJd be.tl'$!l!;ed. F'or I 
think that all b;ugraphiC!! ~ea.se to beinteN',tingoncclhelubject 
hAIl reached maturity. 1 e&nnotNls.dabiographyfllrther than 
thfl ('hildhood lLod (lIU'ly yenn. Arter that, all biogrlLphi~ n.t'6 
the ~amfl, snd th('re i~ 110 u>;e in reading tllem. 

"Men of my g('nemtion". continued Shaw. "all enjoyed 
Mark'Pwain. MOIItof them ""ere hrllllght int.() l>6rBOnal contact 
with him. antI they could rea.lly approoiate him. Although it 
may l urpribe you. William Morris greatly admirod Iltu:kl~bn-ry 
Fi,m and . 'u al.·ay_ quoting iL l.ady Gregory J,;~pl .. picture 
of ~Iark Twain in her ~tudy. J think that Oacar Wilde ~t mu~b 
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of hia fondn_ for exaggeration from l\lark 'I'1\'ain. He 10\'00 
to tell a ~tory the humor of which "l\"1UI blLl!ed on excelllive ox· 
I.Il'gl;lll.tion, On one oeeallion Wilde told me about a man who had inl'conted a marvcollous new theatre &eat. which took up 1_ 
room Inddid notcOfitnea.rlyu.smueh tOln8111011 as Ihoordinary &eat, lie W&8 \'try MxioUB to intenlllt a number of millionaire. 
in hi. 'Chi!me,MI a "III'ealthy friend aJTIlnged thalhe.hould meet 
them at a dinoer party. 

"'All during the meal the inventor told the millionaires what 
a marveUous EM';ng hil ntIWM'ala .. ould be to the theatreolll'oen all o\'er the "III'orld: theo he told what a !;living ","ould ~u!t if 
&11 ilie thclltrf!t! in America uaed his ~eat~; thl.>n aU the ehllJ'('hllll; then all tho public hall.; and fl.nally 1111 tho buildil\gll in thelll'orJd, 
ILo IIgun. beeoming moro lind more llI>tronomical at each ad· 
VRDce. When he finil!bM. he "111'l1.li speaking to lin empty table ; 
for all the millionairl'l had dipped ""lIy. one hy "nel" 

A year befom 1m.. Shall' had wrilten about hill fint meetinr 'llith'I'wain: 

DIluM.r. Clem~l\I. 

4 Wh.ikh&llCourl.R.W.1. 
o..'('I'mbel' IS. 1929, 

I mrt Mllrk Tw"in late in w. lifetiIIlfl, 00 111'0 OOCMiOlUl, Ou one of lh<' vilI,l.I 10 London made by my I.>JOKl1I.pb~T, Archibald HenM""n, , met him at the raih.-sy Itation. lind found th ... t MarkTlVIt.in hadeom~o\'criD the ... m .. boat.nd .... ".ill thp"lIIe U'I.iu. Th~ro .... a buty iDtrodu~tiOn . a!lud ~ .... ,.mbl'" tor 
=~ ~~.~I~.:~n~u~l~r~n!.I~~ ::rwoof

, ~:;~~w: t~n~~J; and Uendcl'IQn ofr • 

..,thUl. I Cllnuot I1'mcmber; but ... t ",Iy .... t.e hodidlunchlllilhul, .Ddtoldulltoril!llo!~noldMi".;l!Iippi.to,..,kl'l'l>er,. UopI'MII'ntod Ole .. ,th 0118 of h,. boob, uld .utolCl'&phfd Ib~ 'D.lld~ of the doth ~.ontb"'rroUDdtb ... tlll'l\(!lIbe ... ulOgI'Ilpbl)dll.ylea\'c.they 
'fi1!1'11 tom out ... nd .ald. 

on(' ~!::;,::. cJ,;~I~~/~~~~n ~~:~~tb:!I~~ ::~~~~ .. u!. U:n~r:: I bad kno .. n him throul/h hi. Nrly boob •• Ilich I read .nd I'I?n,JJ<'d ,n betoro I ... -.... t .... ~lv .. yean old, 

Yoursain('(ll'ely, 
0, Bl.aNUn SflAw. 
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Oooe when I wrote to Shaw &liking him if I eould dedicate 

Doe or my boob on my lriollman, he replied, 

Dl!&l' Mr,CletuenS, 
~Iark'.d<'dieatioo to Jolin Smil.b eanoot be impro,'",llIpoo. 

I 1m lIII;r.inn d"'llil'.atiot\l: Ih",y remind mc of "Tnd, envy, WIUII: 

i~8t~:I:b~~u~~:~j:;~~~; :~r~3~ ~i~l:f:~~\, ~~~l~~o~ 
¥oll ... inoorely, 

0, BEIII<AIIO SIIA .... 

Onre wben I 11'&11 doinll" a biography of the author of the 
Shrop.hir~ LAd, I &liked Shaw if he knew him: 

DearMT.C\emMa, 

4 WbiwhallCOl,lrt,S.\l.1. 
28lkto~r, 1936. 

I don"lf'Omt'"tolhrA.Kllo ... man.ara- lw .. mt.roduood 
to blm by ~;dmulld Q...., ill W""tmll1l«,r "bllI'Y .~ ThoDlM 
Ib.nly'. fun~raI, "/J,,te 'll'e "'cn.' bow Il&llhl·are ... WI! llIlid 
lIo ... ,f)·do an,l.hook blllldB; IWd thB~ ...... 1111· b('(lnmllfl: .nd \hi) 
oo<lllfit. A. to th~ :Sk,..,p.~, ... LtJd, I.m only on .. of tbelfl'lI,·ral 
pl,lblic. 

IAUrtnH> !lou,mall i~ the only m~mlx-r of tl,c fllmlly whum I 
~n":!N~'t 1~'l"IIUnal n'1.\lolI~ with, or III whom ] took Rny BpocisJ 

~'aith'olly, 

O. Bn'OIARD SnA ... , 

The noxt letlolll" is in an~W"er to our offering Sbaw the Mark 
Twain medal. "lfhirh ia Iti"en fO<" pre--eminen'lC in IIOme cultural 
lI.eld. I alao aaked him to pay tribute to Gilbert Chflflterton, to 
wbom ,,:Iofemorial 1'1''' belli£: IUTtIollgOO: 

4WhikballC<'HIrl,S.W.1. 
II •. "I'ril. 1937. 

DeatCyriIClf.mflll, 

lett .. ~ o~'~ll~~~h. ~~~r~~~Y At1':!~k·~·~~U r.:'t~u~e:.:::e;;,";;;; 
... ·ort1' Il.~ing. 

I C""llut I'('m"rnlwr whn I ~ .. t molt ChO!1lA!rtoll. I w,.. "" 
much IITU~k by a ",view of SOOU·. h.:u,bN .... hirh h'! .... TII\.{> for 
thc.ooilV Nntlf, io l.b~coul'8eofhiBcvLil'5tnot.blejobAlte...,lle­
tomlt to that IIAPf'r, th.~ I "IfI'01l' to hIm .. kill, h,m who ho ".1.8 
lWd .... bel'1l he came 'Mm, AI he "WU e\'id~oUy. 1If' ..... tar in hte ..... 
tllre. Hr .... ellbl'rtoo.byor IOOluy IOIllll ... ·"r. Thenut 
thin& Il'('m"mllf'rilhi,lunehin,1rith Wlonqllltc,olimatelcrma. 
aI'<eOmlllllllOO by Bel]oo. 
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neve~~l::r ~tt~&b~~'&a~t~o::rv~~m:e;: i~wr:,::j~ {thi. bernl my .ell. whillt hi. Floo~ Sll1!f!t BohemianUm 1.,­OUWdIl my v~tarian. t.ff!tolal, non ... mokiog talt_ BMid-. he appAJ'ena, liked ht.enry .ocwty; and it had thllll"a<le to lib b'm. I &vo.dlld it; I.Ild.t loa.thed me. 
llutof OOUIW! Wi! wera very oonICiou. of 01lll another. I enjoyed him and admirM him keenly, and nothing oould baYII beoen mOnl~D(!roUl tban Iw tnllltmcnt of me. Our oontrov<!nie. I'I·era""h,bltionllJ11I'1.,nwhichnothlngcouldh.avein,jueedeit.her 01 u. to burt the otb~r. 
By tbe "'ay, IiooP you COrInl'Ct \.h~ medal with my.bLeb of WiUiam Monil, it may intt'l'COIt you to moll' that Morru ..... a conflrm!l<i Mark Twalner: hI' ra1.OO lIuckkwrrr Pi"" ... one Ollho I'I·orld·'grNtboolu.. and rnad ito,'1!I' and OYI!I' again. 

Faithfully, 
O. "'''''~RO SH~W. 

TiL(! follooring Wall 1Ii'T'itUln rigbt on the fly-leaf or an old 
edition or The Common-Sell,e 0/ Municipal 1'rudjf!lI, whieh I 
had uked Shaw to inM'ribe. After Shaw had acctlptoo the 
Medal, I wrote him that it had alway. been the nusto.n in in­
lerihing tho Medal to dra.w IIOme ptI.l'nllet with the elusic ]lMt. 
and I quotOOwbatbad been done in thoClllMlofllalltrocipient.., 
" IJoyd OllOrge, tbe F.ngliBh ('ineinoatu~." "W, R, Yeats, the 
[ti~h H8IIiod," nnd " Iwllen ~'l'OIit, the American nor&08". and 
I .u~ted for hial\[ooal; "RerulI.!'fl Shaw. the Modern Euri­
pid",I·. Koti<"(l that it ;a the lint time that !)haw drop!! the 
"G" in liKJIillfl' thl' leU~r if II. UlIl!\.'I&¥e writt~o in II- book ean 
I)l\('alloothn\: 

i"ll'arC'yriiClemen.o, 

AyotSl Lt..-non .... 
2-1lb.Q.·tolH-r.t937. 

Ilookdrf'Anlyontb .. lb.tt}'_YNlroldroiuon.quite.tra~ tOn!(-'.of,.bookl'l'bi~b leallootronn"'t I'I'ith you and your;nt ... n.l1 .. alal1. 
Wlur.llh~dichn8doyou .. ' .. nt mptodo .. -ith.l? 
I n:P<'6t tlla! I havpn't th~ fainlt'st I't'<'OU"<'tioo or my Ill'l~ n'i'O,UIIIt" .. -ith Barri(I, l ..... ·m 10 baH kool'l'll bim ever.ince I ~am ... 10 Enlfland ill 1R76. If you WftO~ 10 do !tim honor. II'by drar me mlo.t! JUJt d('l!.r tbp .\.lll\·.anrll,·a,·c '>1m 10 tIll;1-. U you .. ·Dd mt' a medal .1ru~k 10 th~ ~I.>d"ro s... and So I 

:~;~,I::~'I~iiti~nacl.."n°; !:'~r~~~'~ ~(J~"~':=r..1 r!r :::'y :u:,'.l~ 
lIor."ut""'llyanduruqudy. 
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In my copy of CII.1u1 8",on'. ProJumm S haw wrote, 

12th. AUgullt, 19.18. 

~.r CynlClempn.o, 

Tbil ill not my 1&I'onlA! uoveL I have DO rlll'on~ amona 
my ... orb:tbey ...... Ulcgiti'n.u-. 

) lyno"p ... &nImyp .... oti.,., .. ·ork,&I1 ... mycomplctolailure 10 

7.:~ • ... t~e~~/:r ":~:r ~~il~:!:~-:.!d~ me • bardfomg pnxe. 
I rOI"t(' ~ t.h8 tutor the tributo.you mention; but l'm"id0d 

they IIppN.r &I quotationl in II book by IOmcbody elill', you m.y do 
.. you pI" ..... 

"""llifuUy. 
O.8UlfARDSRA .... 

In my copy of Til, I rrollfl1lo1 Knot Shaw had the following 
to !lAY, 

De&r Cyril Clemens. 
Theile ai:lly-year~ld noH'" of min, aI .... yl .urp~ ID<' ... h" .. 

th~Y J alJ:'·~ ",~me~~hrD I fll'Il IDO!t Ye.ta. It'''IlI 10 10"1 
ago that my bair"IlI vcry .ullOm .Dd bill V("Y hJ.ck.1UI<I n~ither 
of UI" yet of mueh lICe<Iuot. 

G. B ~IINARO g il A .... 

Xot long ago I t<ent Shaw eighl at.atementll .. hieh I hMi 
rMd .bout him, and ~ked if they ,..ere true (all bis own additiom 
to theltatemeDl.ll l putinquolu): 

(1) George Bernud Shaw I"(le('ntly was paid 110 hnndJlOme 
l um lor "'riling his 0,..0 obituary to 00 ulilld in a LundoD new.­
paper-when he d ies. " I Wa! asked to .. "'lite DOli; but J did not 
doit; no money"'as mentioned." 

(2) Hil pl .. y Saint Joon revived on the Broad ..... y stage by 
Kllbuine Cornell baa boon neUing lhe fl.IIlous playwright 
12,600 110 I',~k. .. f 'igureR are dllongerou~ when tbeyate vllTiabl(l. 
12.000 would be an ouuid(l It'll.,...." 

(3) Heltarled life in UubliD. Ireland, and6lU"Iloo bit lint 
money ... &11 olfire boy hefoN! .d,·aneinlt' 10 a poo.ition of euhier 
forlroa.!I'lItAleageney. "F'orma.naKinrtLLea>tate8uf.btJentee 
CQuntry genUl'Dll'n. (A ru&I estate Mleney mean. IOmelbing 
quite di!forl"nl in America)." 

(<I) In hi. flrl!l rune yMn of "lfTitinl!: for monf'y,l:Iblw made 
ooly forty·n,-e dollar1l. ":\Iade praeti('a1ly nothi~. ~obody 
would publi.h hi. booloo." 
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(5) He beg&n ~ising hb now famoul beard at the age of nineteen. "At tbe age of 2-1 yean." 
(6) lIe never wears a !lbirt when bathing. claiming that 

bb whisken are long enough to cover bie chOlit. He usually 
",Illil hill under .horta M .wimming trunb. "I do not 11'8U 
undershorts. Thi. il &il rubbU!hr' 

(7) Ili.a bobby il oolleeting cigar band.. "Silly nDn&enlMl." 
(8) He lOVell to revel in the !lunshine. M hi8 oountry 

estate be haa a revolving hut which rotate. a.a the IUD mO\'(III. "Thi. il corroot." 
Sbawoontended that the utent 01 hi,knowledgeo' birdll was the ability to distingui!lh a parrot from a canary. Hil 

Dodor'. Di/emnw also .ho .... ' a laek of knowledge in lhe medical 
field. "On tbe contrary, it it admittedly" book which every medical Itudent ought to road. It hM ne\'er boon chaHongod teehnically. It was canofully mvi!!ed by medical experta," 

And then Sha\\' ended hy BIlying. '"Be careful about theee 
silly liell which cireulate----or used toeirculate--in the American 
PI"CIIe. People want serioUll Htuff about me now. when they want 
anything about me at alL" 

Perbn])! I cannot end better than by quoting what Sh ..... 
II\lnt when I .... ked him ror a tribute upon the necMiol! of MlU"k 
Twain'B~ntonary; 

"Greeting&., and beilt wi~h6B that humour mlly bo tho great 
indiviliblo link bcltwoen the h'O Continentll.. 

O. HCRSARII SOAW." 

.WItr:,~~~:""':\ 
2lA..-,ll/W. 

Mr.()Ti'C1,;oo .... iI.ulboril<ldb,.""'\oquol<olnMllh~ ... hIOOpyrChl letwn_lIoI~ l .. tbelli .. _ollh ........ t., .. bieIo ...... o ...... .....,.., .. baa m.I' ~_ .. L 


