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ABSTRACT 

P u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n s a r e u s e f u l a r e n a s i n w h i c h t o 

s t u d y c h a n g i n g s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

u r b a n s o c i e t y . In S a i n t John and H a l i f a x , e a r l y V i c t o r i a n 

c e l e b r a t i o n s e n c o u r a g e d t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of t h e lower 

o r d e r s i n ox r o a s t s and f o l k s p o r t s . By m i d - c e n t u r y , 

h o w e v e r , t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s h a d b e g u n t o d e c l i n e , i n 

r e s p o n s e t o t h e p r e s s u r e s o f u r b a n i z a t i o n , c l a s s 

d e v e l o p m e n t , and u r b a n r e f o r m i s m . U r b a n i z a t i o n f r a g m e n t e d 

t h e communal a t m o s p h e r e of e a r l y V i c t o r i a n d i s p l a y s , w h i l e 

c l a s s d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n c r e a t e d a d e s i r e among t h e e m e r g i n g 

m i d d l e c l a s s t o m a i n t a i n s o c i a l d i s t a n c e t h r o u g h e x c l u s i v e 

and " r e s p e c t a b l e " c e l e b r a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s . Urban r e f o r m e r s 

a t t e m p t e d t o c r e a t e t h e " r e s p e c t a b l e c e l e b r a t i o n " b y 

e r a d i c a t i n g t h e o b j e c t i o n a b l e a s p e c t s of " t r a d i t i o n a l " 

c e l e b r a t i o n s — d r u n k e n n e s s , r o w d y i s m , and a n i m a l s p o r t s - -

and by p r o v i d i n g i n s t e a d more d i s c e r n i n g and i n s t r u c t i v e 

a l t e r n a t i v e s . By t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e 

e m p h a s i s of p u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n s had s h i f t e d f r o n p h y s i c a l 

t o a e s t h e t i c g r a t i f i c a t i o n , a s c e l e b r a t i o n s w e r e 

t r a n s f o r m e d f r o m p a r t i c i p a n t t o s p e c t a t o r e v e n t s . 

N o n e t h e l e s s , c e l e b r a n t s a d a p t e d t o t h e s e c h a n g e s b y 

i n f o r m a l l y p a r t i c i p a t i n g in t h e s p e c t a c l e s , and by t a k i n g 

a d v a n t a g e o f t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s c r e a t e d b y 

c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n . 
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INTRODUCTION 

The c e l e b r a t i o n i s a s y m b o l i c a c t which marks a 

s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n , e v e n t , or p e r s o n a g e , and may encompass 

such a c t i v i t i e s a s " f e s t i v a l s , r i t u a l s , c e r e m o n i e s , 

s p e c t a c l e s , p a g e a n t s , f e t e s , h o l i d a y s , e x t r a v a g a n z a s , and 

p a r t a k e r s of a l l t h e s e e l e m e n t s " . 1 Some c e l e b r a t i o n s a r e 

s p o n t a n e o u s l y - g e n e r a t e d , b u t most " c u l t u r a l pe r fo rmances" 

h a v e a " p r e - e x i s t i n g s c r i p t " which s e p a r a t e s them from 

normal " a c t i o n " . As Mi l ton S inger has s u c c i n c t l y put i t , 

t h e r e can be no per formance w i t h o u t " p r e - f o r m a n c e " . 2 The 

prominent a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , V i c t o r Tu rne r , has a l s o a r g u e d 

t h a t c e l e b r a t i o n s a r e g e n e r a l l y c o n n e c t e d w i t h 

" e x p e c t a b l e , c u l t u r a l l y sha red e v e n t s " , such ys i n d i v i d u a l 

and s o c i a l r i t e s de p a s s a g e , work c y c l e s , s e a s o n a l 

o b s e r v a n c e s , r e l i g i o u s r i t e s , and c o m m e m o r a t i o n s of t h e 

community. The c e l e b r a t i o n can t h e r e f o r e be l o c a t e d w i t h i n 

an i n d i v i d u a l ' s l i f e - c y c l e , t n e f a m i l y , t he ne ighborhood , 

t h e v i l l a g e , t he c i t y , or the n a t i o n . 3 

The c e l e b r a t i o n s d i s c u s s e d in t h i s t h e s i s took p l a c e 

1 R i c h a r d D o r s o n , a s q u o t e d i n V i c t o r T u r n e r 
" I n t r o d u c t i o n " , i n V i c t o r T u r n e r ( e d . ) C e l e b r a t i o n -
S t u d i e s in F e s t i v i t y and R i t u a l (Washington, D .C . , 1 9 8 2 ) , 
p . 2 3 . 

2 M i l t o n S i n g e r a s q u o t e d i n J o h n J . MacAloon 
" I n t r o d u c t i o n : C u l t u r a l Pe r fo rmances , C u l t u r e Theory" , in 
John J . MacAloon (ed . ) R i t e , Drama, f e s t i v a l . S p e c t a c l e . 
R e h e a r s a l s Toward a T h e o r y o f C u l t u r a l Performance 

( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1 9 8 4 ) , p . 9. 

-* Turner " I n t r o d u c t i o n " , p . 12 . 

1 
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wi th in the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y urban con t ex t of Hal i fax and 

S a i n t J o h n , and commemorated s h a r e d community e v e n t s , 

no tab ly r o y a l , n a t i o n a l , and l o c a l a n n i v e r s a r i e s . The 

a n a l y s i s b e g i n s in 1838 w i t h t h e c e l e b r a t i o n of Queen 

V i c t o r i a ' s c o r o n a t i o n , and ends with the monarch ' s diamond 

j u b i l e e in 1897. In the i n t e r v e n i n g y e a r s , Sa in t John and 

Hal i fax a l s o c e l e b r a t e d o the r royal occas ions-" - the Queen's 

m a r r i a g e in 1840 , t h e b i r t h of t he P r i n c e of Wales in 

1860, Queen V i c t o r i a ' s go lden j u b i l e e in 1887 , and t h e 

v i s i t s of the Pr ince of Wales in 1860, and of Lord Lome 

and P r i n c e s s Louise in 1878. Local and n a t i o n a l m i l e s t o n e s 

i n c l u d e d the c i t i e s ' c e n t e n a r y a n n i v e r s a r i e s , and the 

c e l e b r a t i o n of C o n f e d e r a t i o n in 1867 . In a d d i t i o n , a 

r e g u l a r a r r a y of l o c a l , n a t i o n a l , and roya l a n n i v e r s a r i e s 

occurred a n n u a l l y . 

N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y commemorat ive c e l e b r a t i o n s a r e 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g fo r t h e d i s c r e p a n c i e s w h i c h 

f r e q u e n t l y a r o s e b e t w e e n r h e t o r i c and r e a l i t y . 

Contemporaries argued t h a t by b r i n g i n g p e o p l e t o g e t h e r , 

c o m m e m o r a t i v e c e l e b r a t i o n s f o r g e d a c o n s e n s u s which 

t ranscended a l l s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l b o u n d a r i e s . Dur ing 

t h e v i s i t of t he P r i n c e of Wales to Hal i fax in 1860, a 

r e s i d e n t commented: 

Tho' p o l i t i c a l f e e l i n g s run awful ly h igh! 
Tho' each p a r t y for power g o o d - n a t u r ' d l y t r y ! 

Yet amidst o the r f l a g s t h a t surmounted the s p r u c e , 
Was the b e s t of them a l l — the glad ens ign of t r u c e , 

Which c a u s ' d us to throw e v ' r y d i s c o r d a s i d e , 
And go h e a r t and soul with the popular t i d e . 
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Then h i p ! h i p ! hu r r ah for both mother and son , 
Nova S c o t i a n s r e j o i c e , w e ' l l not be ou tdone , 

H e r e ' s a h e a l t h to t he P r i n c e , double h e a l t h to the Queen, 
Let us b a n i s h a l l s q u a b b l e s , and l i v e — " q u i t e s e r e n e ! " 4 

F u n c t i o n a l t h e o r i s t s have a d o p t e d t h i s i m a g e r y a t f a c e 

v a l u e . French s o c i o l o g i s t , G.S. Metraux has argued t h a t : 

T r a d i t i o n a l f e a s t s and f e s t i v a l s r e c a l l t h e 
o r i g i n s — w h e t h e r m y t h i c a l or h i s t o r i c a l — o f a 
communi ty of men . They a r e o c c a s i o n s when 
c u l t u r a l and n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y can be r e a s s e r t e d 
and f e e l i n g s of s e l f - a w a r e n e s s and p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
in common e x p e r i e n c e s r e a f f i r m e d . 5 

Th i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p l i e d n o t o n l y to " t r a d i t i o n a l " 

f e s t i v i t i e s , b u t a l s o to modern c e l e b r a t i o n s . The most 

w e l l - k n o w n f u n c t i o n a l a n a l y s i s of a r o y a l c e r e m o n i a l 

c e l e b r a t i o n i s Edward S h i l s 1 and Michael Young's s tudy of 

Queen E l i z a b e t h I I ' s Corona t ion in 1953. Drawing on t h e 

t h e o r i e s of Emi..a Durkheim, t h e s e two Eng l i sh s o c i o l o g i s t s 

i n t e r p r e t e d t h e ceremony as a c o l l e c t i v e r e a f f i r m a t i o n and 

p e r p e t u a t i o n of " s a c r e d " v a l u e s embodied in the monarchy, 

such as c h a r i t y , l o y a l t y , and a " r e a s o n a b l e r e s p e c t " for 

4 L ines p icked up under one of the Triumphal Arches 
in G r a n v i l l e S t r e e t , being d e d i c a t e d w i t h o u t p e r m i s s i o n , 
t o the Mayor and C o r p o r a t i o n , by a devoted admirer of the 
P r i n c e of W a l e s - - E v e n i n g Expres s August 1 5 , I 8 6 0 . For 
o t h e r r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e u l t i m a t e h a r m o n y of t h e 
c e l e b r a t i o n , see Evening Express August 8, 1860; Morning 
J o u r n a l Augus t 6 , 1860 ; Acadian Recorder September 8, 
1860. 

5 G . S . Metraux "Of F e a s t s and C a r n i v a l s " , C u l t u r e s , 
V o l . 3 , n o . 1, 1 9 7 6 , p . 7 . S i m i l a r l y , J e a n Duvignaud 
" F e s t i v a l s : A S o c i o l o g i c a l Approach" , C u l t u r e s , Vol . 3 , 
no . 1, 1976, p . 21 a rgues t h a t commemorative c e l e b r a t i o n s 
" s e r v e to d r a m a t i z e a founding a c t in o rde r to r e a n i m a t e 
t h e s p i r i t u a l l i f e of t he community by r e c a l l i n g i t s b a s i c 
covenan t or t he s a c r i f i c e of a l e a d e r " . 
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authority, which they believed held British society 

together.6 Episodes of excess and behavioral license are 

understood within the functional perspective as temporary 

safety-valves to let off steam, and thereby preserve and 

strengthen the status quo.7 

The functionalist perspective is not without merit, 

for some nineteenth-century commemorative celebrations did 

generate a degree of consensus. However, this emphasis on 

concord does not take into account the complexity of 

celebrations or of the nature of the modern social order. 

Revisionists of the last two decades have depicted modern 

celebrations as dialectical and dynamic processes, 

operating in a complex and conflict-ridden society. In 

their study of Victorian festivities, Elizabeth Hammerton 

and David Cannadine emphasize the dialectical nature of 

the celebration, as an event which embodies the "tensions 

° E. Shils and M. Young "The Meaning of the 
Coronation", Sociological Review, New Series, Vol. 1, 
December 1953, pp 64-78. In the American literature, 
commemorative celebrations are discussed as manifestations 
of "civil religion"--Robert N. Bellah and Phillip E. 
Hammond (eds.) Varieties of Civil Religion (New York, 
1980; Wade Clark Roofe (ed.) "Religion in America Today", 
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, Vol. 480, July 1985. 

7 For a discussion of the safety-valve explanation, 
see Barbara A. Babcock "Introduction", in Barbara A. 
Babcock (ed) The Reversible World. Symbolic Inversion in 
Art and Society (Ithica, 1972), pp. 22-32; Frank Abbott 
"Cold Cash and Ice Palaces: The Quebec Winter Carnival of 
1894", Canadian Historical Review, Vol. 64, no. 2, p. 170; 
Natalie Zemon Davis "Women on Top", in her Society and 
Culture in Early Modern Europe (Stanford, 1975), p. 130. 
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and conflicts" as well as the "links and shared 

assumptions of... society".8 Frank A. Manning identifies a 

"radical contrast within celebration" between the "ritual 

mode" of celebration, which replicates and upholds the 

social order, and the "play mode", which reverses and 

inverts "ordinary reality".9 According to Victor Turner, 

the celebration is a manifestation of symbolic pluralism: 

it can be "multivocal" , speaking in "many ways at once"; 

"multivalent", having "various meanings or values"; and 

"polysemous" , having or being "open to several or many 

meanings".10 

The celebration can also be understood both as an 

"interpretative" statement about the social order, and as 

an "instrumental" arena for the mobilization of social and 

personal objectives. Steven Lukes, a political scientist, 

assigns an instrumental role to celebrations as "symbolic 

strategies] used by different groups under specifiable 

structural conditions to defend and attain power vis-a-vis 

other groups", by "draw[ing] people's attention and 

8 Elizabeth Hammerton and David Cannadme "Conflict 
and Consensus on a Ceremonial Occasion: The Diamond 
Jubilee in Cambridge in 1897", The Historical Journal, 
Vol. 24, no. 1, 1981, p. 146. 

9 Frank E. Manning "Cosmos and Chaos: Celebrations in 
the Modern World", in Manning (ed.) The Celebration of 
Society. Perspectives on Contemporary Cultural Performance 
(Bowling Green, Ohio, 1983), p. 21. For a discussion of 
social inversion, see Babcock The Reversible World. 

1 0 Turner "Introduction", p. 16. 
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i n v o k [ i n g ] t h e i r l o y a l t i e s towards a c e r t a i n p o w e r f u l l y 

e v o k e d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 

o r d e r " . 1 1 S i m i l a r l y , S a l l y F . Moore and B a r b a r a G. 

Myerhoff a rgue t h a t c e l e b r a t i o n s not o n l y " m i r r o r e x i s t i n g 

a r r a n g e m e n t s and e x i s t i n g modes of t h o u g h t " , bu t "can a c t 

t o r e o r g a n i z e them and even h e l p t o c r e a t e t h e m " . 1 2 

R o b e r t o DeMat ta m e r g e s t h e s e v a r i o u s p e r s p e c t i v e s b y 

p o i n t i n g ou t t h a t t h e c e l e b r a t i o n "does no t have to be 

c o h e r e n t or f u n c t i o n a l , and can c o n t a i n e l e m e n t s which a r e 

c o m p e t i t i v e or c o n c u r r e n t , which e x p r e s s d i f f e r e n t ways of 

s e e i n g , i n t e r p r e t i n g , and r e a l i z i n g s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e " . 1 3 

While s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s c o n t i n u e t o f e r r e t o u t t h e 

c o m p l e x i t i e s of c o n t e m p o r a r y c e l e b r a t i o n s , and t h e 

f e s t i v a l s and r i t u a l s of o t h e r c u l t u r e s , 1 4 h i s t o r i a n s 

have been r e l a t i v e l y s i l e n t a b o u t s u c h o c c a s i o n s . The 

d e a r t h of h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s i s c e r t a i n l y no t a r e f l e c t i o n 

of a p o o r r e s o u r c e b a s e . I n d e e d , i n 1 8 9 7 , t h e Acadian 

1 1 S t e v e n L u k e s " P o l i t i c a l R i t u a l and S o c i a l 
I n t e g r a t i o n " , in h i s E s s a y s i n s o c i a l t h e o r y (London, 
1 9 7 7 ) , p p . 5 2 - 7 3 . 

1 2 S a l l y F. Moore and Barba ra G. Myerhoff " S e c u l a r 
R i t u a l : Forms and Mean ings" , in S a l l y F . Moore and B a r b a r a 
G. Myerhoff ( e d s ) . Secu lar R i t u a l (Amsterdam, 1 9 7 7 ) , p . 5; 
Manning, " P r e l u d e " , in The C e l e b r a t i o n of S o c i e t y , p . x . 

-L3 R o b e r t o D e M a t t a " C o n s t r a i n t and L i c e n s e : A 
P r e l i m i n a r y Study of Two B r a z i l i a n N a t i o n a l R i t u a l s " , i n 
Manning The C e l e b r a t i o n of S o c i e t y , p . 254 . 

1 4 S e e t h e two r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t c o l l e c t i o n s of 
e s s a y s e d i t e d by Manning The C e l e b r a t i o n of S o c i e t y , and 
Turner C e l e b r a t i o n . 
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Recorder commented t h a t a " f u l l accoun t " of the diamond 

j u b i l e e would be "work" for t h e " f u t u r e h i s t o r i a n " , f o r 

t h e r e were ample m a t e r i a l s for h i s p e n " . 1 5 I t may be t h a t 

t h e " p r o m i n e n c e " of p u b l i c f e s t i v i t i e s h a s n o t b e e n 

" s u f f i c i e n t l y r e c o n d i t e " t o " s u i t t h e t a s t e s " of many 

h i s t o r i a n s , o r t h a t t h e " p o p u l a r d i m e n s i o n " of 

c e l e b r a t i o n s h a s l e d t o a c c u s a t i o n s of t r i v i a l i t y . But 

p r o b a b l y t h e g r e a t e s t d i s i n c e n t i v e for h i s t o r i a n s has been 

t h e f r a g m e n t a r y and d i s p e r s e d n a t u r e of t h e r i c h 

d o c u m e n t a t i o n . 1 6 i n d e e d , t he e v i d e n c e for t h i s t h e s i s i s 

c u l l e d from a v a r i e t y of d i s c r e t e s o u r c e s , i n c l u d i n g 

n e w s p a p e r s , p a m p h l e t s , p r o g r a m s , government documents , 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e c o r d s , c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , and d i a r i e s . 

Mos t of t h e h i s t o r i c a l l i t e r a t u r e t h a t has been 

p u b l i s h e d on c e l e b r a t i o n s f o c u s s e s on e a r l y modern Europe 

a n d p r e - V l c t o r i a n E n g l a n d . I n d e e d , t h e g e n r e of 

commemorat ive c e l e b r a t i o n s can be t r a c e d back to l a t e 

s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E n g l a n d , and t h e e m e r g e n c e of a 

n a t i o n a l , s e c u l a r , and d y n a s t i c c a l e n d a r , b a s e d on t h e 

a n n i v e r s a r i e s of t h e P r o t e s t a n t m o n a r c h , and symbol i c 

h i s t o r i c a l d e l i v e r a n c e s . 17 T h i s e m p h a s i s on t h e 

15 Acadian Recorder June 26, 1897. 

1 6 J e f f r e y L. Lan t " F o r w a r d " in h i s I n s u b s t a n t i a l 
Pageant . Ceremony and Confusion a t Queen V i c t o r i a ' s Court. 
(New Y o r k , 1 9 8 0 ) . 

17 David Cressy Bonfires and Bells. National Memory 
and the Protestant Calendar in Elizabethan and Stuart 
England (Berkeley, 1989). Also see Natalie Zemon Davis 
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c e l e b r a t i o n s of e a r l y m o d e r n E u r o p e r e f l e c t s t h e i r 

p r e v a l e n c e and i m p o r t a n c e a s p a r t of t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y 

s e c u l a r and r e l i g i o u s c a l e n d a r . The l a r g e l y r u r a l and 

communal c e l e b r a t i o n s of t h e e a r l y modern p e r i o d became 

l e s s f r e q u e n t and p robab ly more d i f f i c u l t to s t a g e and to 

s t u d y , a s t h e p r o c e s s e s o f u r b a n i z a t i o n a n d 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n c r e a t e d a more complex and f r a g m e n t e d 

s o c i e t y , and t h e i n f l u e n c e s of e v a n g e l i c a l i s m and 

reformism dampened t h e v i t a l i t y of p o p u l a r a m u s e m e n t s . 

I n d e e d , h i s t o r i c a l a c c o u n t s o f l a t e r V i c t o r i a n 

c e l e b r a t i o n s a r e much more o b s c u r e . J e f f r e y L a n t h a s 

examined t h e mismanagement of Queen V i c t o r i a ' s go lden 

j u b i l e e in London,18 w h i l e Thomas R i c h a r d s has s t u d i e d t he 

commercial image of Queen V i c t o r i a as i t emerged d u r i n g 

t h e same c e l e b r a t i o n . 1 9 The diamond j u b i l e e has r e c e i v e d 

a t t e n t i o n from E l i z a b e t h Hammerton and David C a n n a d i n e , 

S o c i e t y and C u l t u r e i r E a r l y Modern France ( S t a n f o r d , 
1975) ; P e t e r Burke Popular Cul ture in Early Modern Europe 
(London, 1 9 7 8 ) ; an a n a l y s i s of e a r l i e r c e l e b r a t i o n s i s 
found in C. Phythian-Adams "Ceremony and the C i t i z e n : The 
Communal Year a t Coven t ry , 1450-1550" , in P. Clark and P. 
Slack ( e d s . ) C r i s i s and Order in Engl i sh Towns, 1500-1700 
(London, 1975) , p p . 5 8 - 8 0 ; for a d i s c u s s i o n of l a t e r r o y a l 
o c c a s i o n s , see Linda C o l l e y "The A p o t h e o s i s of George I I I : 
L o y a l t y , R o y a l t y , and the B r i t i s h N a t i o n , 1760-1820" , Past 
and P r e s e n t , Vo l . 102, F e b r u a r y 1984, p p . 94 -129 . 

1° L a n t , I n s u b s t a n t i a l Pageant . 

I 9 Thomas R ic ha rds "The Image of V i c t o r i a in t h e Year 
of J u b i l e e " , V i c t o r i a n S t u d i e s , Vo l . 3 1 , n o . 1, Autumn 
1987, pp . 7 -32 . 
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who have analyzed its celebration in Cambridge.20 In a 

more general vein, Patrick Joyce has briefly touched on 

the role of late Victorian royal events in furthering town 

patriotism in northern England.21 There are a few analyses 

of national observances in the United States, particularly 

independence day and memorial day.22 in the Canadian 

context, the Quebec winter carnival of 1894 has been 

analyzed,23 and a master's thesis has been written on 

Queen Victoria's diamond jubilee in Winnipeg.24 

These analyses of individual celebrations are 

important for detailed insights, but it is only by 

studying celebrations over time that one can understand 

the process and dynamics of celebration. Useful studies of 

the historical development of celebrations include David 

z™ Hammerton and Cannadine" Conflict and Consensus", 
pp. 111-46. 

21 Patrick Joyce Work Society, and Politics (London, 
1980), pp. 278-79. 

2 2 William H. Cohen "A National Celebration: The 
Fourth of July in American History", Cultures, Vol. 3, no. 
1, 1976, pp. 141-56; analyses of memorial day in the 
United States are often discussed xn a more modern 
setting, and within the context of civil religion—for a 
review of the literature, see Roofe "Religion in America 
Today". For an analysis of civic celebrations at the turn 
of the century, see David Glassberg, "Public Ritual and 
Cultural Hierarchy: Philadelphia's Civic Celebrations at 
the Turn of the Twentieth Century", Pennsylvania Magazine 
of History and Biography, Vol. 107, July 1983, pp. 421-48. 

2 3 Abbott "Cold Cash and Ice Palaces". 

2 4 Thomas W. Dickens "Winnipeg, Imperialism, and the 
Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee, 1897", M.A. Thesis, 
University of Manitoba, 1982. 
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C a n n a d i n e ' s examina t i on of c h a n g e s in t h e m e a n i n g and 

p e r f o r m a n c e of m o n a r c h i c a l r i t u a l in London b e t w e e n 

c .1820 and 1977,25 and Wi l l i am H. Conn ' s d i s c u s s i o n of t he 

changing d e f i n i t i o n s of " a p p r o p r i a t e c e r e m o n i a l " fo r t h e 

J u l y 4 t h c e l e b r a t i o n s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 2 6 I n s i g h t s 

i n t o t h e e v o l v i n g n a t u r e of c e l e b r a t i o n s can a l s o be 

g l eaned from s t u d i e s on r e l a t e d t o p i c s . For example , Mary 

Ryan t h r o w s l i g h t on t h e c h a n g i n g e x p e r i e n c e s of a 

s p e c i f i c group of c e l e b r a n t s , by d e l v i n g i n t o t he r o l e of 

women in p u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n s i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

American c i t i e s . 2 7 A l s o , P e t e r B a i l e y ' s s t u d y of l e i s u r e 

i n V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d , 2 8 and R o b e r t W. M a l c o l m s o n ' s 

a n a l y s i s of popu la r r e c r e a t i o n s , 2 9 p r o v i d e a framework in 

which to p l a c e t he n a t u r e and e v o l u t i o n of c e l e b r a t o r y 

1-> David C a n n a d i n e "The C o n t e x t , P e r f o r m a n c e , and 
Meaning of R i t u a l : The B r i t i s h Monarchy and t h e I n v e n t i o n 
of T r a d i t i o n , c . 1820 -1977" , in E r i c Hobsbaum and Terence 
R a n g e r ( e d s . ) The I n v e n t i o n o f T r a d i t i o n ( C a m b r i d g e , 
1 9 8 3 ) , p p . 1 6 5 - 2 0 9 ; a l s o P . S . Baker "The S o c i a l and 
I d e o l o g i c a l R o l e of t h e M o n a r c h y in L a t e V i c t o r i a n 
B r i t a i n " , M.A. T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of L a n c a s t e r , 1978; 
Bonnie Huskins "Royal Oc c a s ions in C o v e n t r y : 1887, 1897, 
1902" , M.A. T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of Warwick, 1986 . 

2 6 Cohn "A N a t i o n a l C e l e b r a t i o n " , p p . 141-54 . 

2 ? Mary Ryan " C e r e m o n i a l Space . P u b l i c C e l e b r a t i o n 
and P r i v a t e Women", i n h e r Women i n P u b l i c . Between 
Banners and B a l l o t s , 1825-1880 ( B a l t i m o r e , 1 9 9 0 ) , p p . 19 -
57 . 

2 8 P e t e r B a i l e y L e i s u r e and C l a s s i n V i c t o r i a n 
England. Rat ional Recrea t ion and the Contes t for C o n t r o l , 
1830-1885 (To ron to , 1 9 7 8 ) . 

29 Rober t W. Malcolmson Popular Recreat ion in Engl i sh 
S o c i e t y , 1700-1850 (Cambridge, 1 9 7 3 ) . 
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e v e n t s . Susan G. Davis c o n c e n t r a t e s on t he development of 

a p a r t i c u l a r mode of c e l e b r a t i o n i n h e r s t u d y of 

p r o c e s s i o n s in n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y P h i l a d e l p h i a . 3 0 

C e l e b r a t i o n s of t he e a r l y V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d l a r g e l y 

r e s e m b l e d t h o s e of t h e l a t e s i x t e e n t h and s e v e n t e e n t h 

c e n t u r i e s , wi th t h e i r emphasis on b e l l r i n g i n g , " h e a l t h -

d r m k i n g " , f e a s t i n g , i l l u m i n a t i o n s , and b o n f i r e s . 3 1 

However, j u s t as t h e V i c t o r i a n m i d d l e c l a s s s t r o v e fo r 

more r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n s , 32 c e l e b r a t i o n o r g a n i z e r s and 

r e f o r m e r s a t t e m p t e d to p r o v i d e more r e s p e c t a b l e and 

a p p r o p r i a t e p u b l i c ce remonies and e v e n t s , in honour of the 

v e n e r a t e d symbols of monarch and c o u n t r y . The d e f i n i t i o n 

and a r t i c u l a t i o n of the r e s p e c t a b l e c e l e b r a t i o n , l i k e the 

n a t u r e and mean ing of r e s p e c t a b i l i t y i t s e l f , was " n o t 

uniform th roughou t s o c i e t y but v a r i e d , i n d e e d , c o n f l i c t e d , 

a c c o r d i n g to c l a s s s i t u a t i o n and e x p e r i e n c e " . 3 3 

J y Susan G. Davis Parades and Power. S t r e e t Theatre 
in Nineteenth-Century Ph i lade lph ia ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1986 ) . 

31 C r e s s y B o n f i r e s and B e l l s , p . x i i ; for s i m i l a r 
c e l e b r a t o r y e v e n t s in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , s e e Conn "A 
N a t i o n a l C e l e b r a t i o n " , pp . 144 -45 . 

3 2 B a i l e y Le isure and C l a s s . 

3 3 N e v i l l e Kirk " R e s p e c t a b i l i t y " , in h i s The Growth 
o f Working C l a s s Reformism in M i d - V i c t o r i a n England 
( U r b a n a , 1 9 8 5 ) , p . 175; F .M.L . Thompson The R i s e of 
R e s p e c t a b l e S o c i e t y . A S o c i a l H i s t o r y of V i c t o r i a n 
B r i t a i n , 1830-1900 (London, 1988 ) , p . 360. Br ian Har r i son 
has a l s o p o i n t e d out t h a t " r e s p e c t a b i l i t y was a l w a y s a 
p r o c e s s , a d i a l o g u e w i t h o n e ' s f e l l o w s , never a f ixed 
p o s i t i o n " - - B r i a n Har r i son " T r a d i t i o n s of R e s p e c t a b i l i t y in 
B r i t i s h L a b o u r H i s t o r y " , in h i s P e a c e a b l e Kingdom: 
S t a b i l i t y and Change in Modern B r i t a i n (Oxford, 1982) , p . 
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"Clas s s i t u a t i o n " i s de f ined both in te rms of s o c i o ­

economic p o s i t i o n and a s s o c i a t i o n . The l a t t e r c r i t e r i o n 

a l lows for a deg ree of e l a s t i c i t y and f l e x i b i l i t y , which 

i s n e c e s s a r y when d i s c u s s i n g the t r a n s i e n t and f o r m a t i v e 

n a t u r e of c l a s s in t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The t e r m 

"middle c l a s s " i s used to r e f e r to the prominent merchan ts 

and p r o f e s s i o n a l s in Sa in t John and H a l i f a x , as w e l l as 

m e m b e r s of t h e " g o v e r n i n g e l i t e " - - m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s , 

i m p e r i a l o f f i c i a l s , and p r o v i n c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . These 

l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s f r e q u e n t l y j o i n e d f o r c e s on c e l e b r a t i o n 

commit tees and in e x c l u s i v e e n t e r t a i n m e n t s . The " l o w e r 

middle c l a s s " i s comprised of two main g r o u p s , the p e t t y 

b o u r g e o i s i e of shopkeepers and smal l bus ines smen , and the 

new w h i t e c o l l a r s a l a r i e d e m p i o y e e s - - c l e r k s , manager s , 

l e s s e r p r o f e s s i o n a l s , and minor c i v i l s e r v a n t s - - a l l of 

whom s h a r e d a s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n of e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y to t h e e s t a b l i s h e d b o u r g e o i s i e . Members of t h e 

lower middle c l a s s o f t en mixed with s k i l l e d t radesmen in 

c e l e b r a t i o n s and v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and a r e 

s o m e t i m e s r e f e r r e d to c o l l e c t i v e l y a s t h e " m i d d l i n g 

s t r a t a " . A g r e y a r e a c e r t a i n l y e x i s t e d b e t w e e n 

s h o p k e e p e r s and master a r t i s a n s who o p e r a t e d t h e i r own 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , though a number of f a c t o r s d i f f e r e n t i a t e d 

1 6 1 ; P e t e r B a i l e y d i s c u s s e s r e s p e c t a b i l i t y as a r o l e -
Pe te r B a i l e y , " ' W i l l t h e Real B i l l Banks P l e a s e Stand Up?' 
Towards a Role A n a l y s i s of M i d - V i c t o r i a n Working-Class 
R e s p e c t a b i l i t y " , Journal of S o c i a l H i s t o r y , Vol . 12, no . 
3, Spr ing 1979, pp . 336-53 . 
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t h e a r t i s a n s from w h i t e c o l l a r w o r k e r s . Whi te c o l l a r 

workers enjoyed the promise of some kind of s a l a r y s c a l e , 

and more r e l a t i v e s e c u r i t y than the a r t i s a n , whose income 

was r e l a t e d far more to v a g a r i e s of the t r a d e c y c l e , l o c a l 

employment f l u c t u a t i o n s , i l l n e s s and i n j u r i e s , and 

o v e r t i m e . The fo rmer d i s t i n g u i s h e d themse lves from the 

l a t t e r by c u l t i v a t i n g a s t a t u s c o n s c i o u s n e s s as s a l a r i e d 

e m p l o y e e s and non-manual w o r k e r s . The i n d i v i d u a l i s m and 

f a m i l y - c e n t e r edness of t he lower m i d d l e - c l a s s l i f e s t y l e 

a l s o g e n e r a t e d an ideo logy of p e r s o n a l m o b i l i t y , whereas 

t he c r a f t p r i d e and c o l l e c t i v e s u p p o r t s t r u c t u r e of thu 

t r a d e s m e n c r e a t e d a more c o r p o r a t e i d e n t i t y . 3 4 Whi Le 

c l a s s , as wel l as e t h n i c , r a c i a l , and gender i d e n t i t i e s 

c a n b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d a t c e r t a i n t i m e s d u r i n g t h e 

c e l e b r a t i o n s , t he s o c i a l compos i t i on of t h e c e l e b r a n t s who 

a t t e n d e d many of t he l a r g e p u b l i c a t t r a c t i o n s i s d i f f i c u l t 

to d i s c e r n . Thus, they a r e n e c e s s a r i l y d e s c r i b e d in t h i s 

s t udy in r a t h e r g e n e r a l and vague t e rms l i k e " t he crowd", 

" t h e p o p u l a c e " , " t h e lower o r d e r s " , " t h e p l e b e i a n s " , and 

" t he p o o r " . 

S a i n t John and Ha l i f ax p r o v i d e the c o n t e x t for t h i s 

case s tudy of p u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n s . The two c i t i e s were 

c h o s e n fo r compar i son b e c a u s e , as the two most populous 

J 4 G e o f f r e y C r o s s i c k "The Emergence of t he Lower 
Middle C l a s s in B r i t a i n - - A D i s c u s s i o n " , i n G. C r o s s i c k 
( e d . ) The Lower M i d d l e C l a s s i n B r i t a i n , 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 4 
(London, 1 9 7 7 ) , p p . 1 2 - 5 1 . 
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c e n t r e s in t h e M a r i t i m e s , t h e y e x h i b i t e d a number of 

s i m i l a r i t i e s and d i f f e r e n c e s . The c e l e b r a t i o n of t he v i s i t 

of the P r i n c e of Wales t o H a l i f a x and S a i n t John in 1860 

h e l p s t o i l l u s t r a t e some of t h e s e f a c t o r s . During the 

v i s i t , H a l i f a x t o u t e d i t s " i n s t i t u t i o n s , c o n v e n t i o n s , and 

s c e n e r y " b e f o r e the P r i n c e and h i s r o y a l s u i t e . 3 5 Local 

d i g n i t a r i e s e n t e r t a i n e d t h e P r i n c e and h i s companions a t a 

l e v e e and g r a n d b a l l , h e l d in two of H a l i f a x ' s most 

i m p r e s s i v e p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s — t h e Government House and t h e 

P r o v i n c e B u i l d i n g . Tne v i s i t o r s a l s o a p p r e c i a t e d t h e 

s c e n e r y of t he Bedford B a s i n , as they watched a r e g a t t a 

and rode a s teamer to the P r i n c e ' s Lodge in Bedfo rd , and 

admired the panoramas of t he Nor thwes t Arm, on t h e i r t r i p 

t o Andrew Down's Z o o l o g i c a l G a r d e n s . N i c h o l a s Augustus 

Woods of t h e London T i m e s , d e s c r i b e d t h e s c e n e r y of 

H a l i f a x as " w i l d and r o m a n t i c " . 3 6 M i l i t a r y r e v i e w s , and 

t h e d i s p l a y s of n a v a l v e s s e l s , d e c k e d o u t i n f l a g s and 

b u n t i n g , a l s o g r e e t e d t h e c e l e b r a n t s . 

In S a i n t John , "commerce, c a p a c i t y and c a p a b i l i t i e s " 

were t he " f e a t u r e s paraded b e f o r e v i s i t o r s " , 3 7 in t h e form 

of s e v e r a l s y m b o l s of c o m m e r c i a l p r o g r e s s . One of t h e 

3 5 C . M . W a l l a c e " S a i n t J o h n B o o s t e r s and t h e 
R a i l r o a d s in M i d - N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y " , A c a d i e n s i s , Vo l . 6, 
no. 1, Autumn 1976, p p . 7 2 - 7 3 . 

3 6 N i c h o l a s A u g u s t u s Woods The P r i n c e of Wales i n 
Canada and the United S t a t e s (London, 1 8 6 1 ) , p . 14. 

3 7 Wal l ace " S a i n t John B o o s t e r s " , p p . 7 2 - 7 3 . 
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foremost symbols of commercial p r o g r e s s was S a i n t J o h n ' s 

S u s p e n s i o n B r i d g e over t h e r e v e r s i n g r a p i d s , which the 

P r i n c e c ros sed a coup le of t imes dur ing h i s so journ in t h e 

c i t y . The P r i n c e a l s o v i s i t e d t h e s a w m i l l of John 

R o b e r t s o n i n C a r l e t o n , w h e r e he was shown how t o 

m a n u f a c t u r e d e a l s . C e l e b r a t i o n o r g a n i z e r s t r i e d to boost 

S a i n t J o h n ' s p a r t i a l l y - c o m p l e t e d E u r o p e a n and N o r t h 

A m e r i c a n r a i l w a y , and t h e n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s of t h e 

p r o v i n c e , by sending a d e p u t a t i o n to pe rsuade the P r i n c e 

and h i s e n t o u r a g e t o r i d e the r a i l w a y to Shediac on h i s 

way to P r i n c e Edward I s l a n d , and thus see Sussex Vale , the 

most f e r t i l e p a r t of the p r o v i n c e . 3 8 Although the P r i n c e 

s tuck to h i s o r i g i n a l p l an of t r a v e l l i n g t o P . E . I , v i a 

Windsor and P i c t o u , he rode the new r a i l w a y to Rothesay en 

r o u t e to f r e d e r i c t o n , accommodated in a l a v i s h l y d e c o r a t e d 

" P r i n c e of W a l e s " c a r , 3 9 a moving e x h i b i t i o n of t h e 

" c r e d i b l e specimens of S a i n t John m a n u f a c t u r e " . 4 0 

The symbo l s of p r o g r e s s p r o m o t e d by S a i n t J o h n 

b o o s t e r s r e f l e c t t he commercial n a t u r e of t h e c i t y . S a i n t 

John and Ha l i f ax were both c o m m e r c i a l e n t r e p o t s in t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Ha l i f ax r e l i e d on the s a l t f i s h t r a d e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y with t h e West I n d i e s , and a g e n e r a l i m p o r t 

t r a d e . S a i n t John e x t r a c t e d and p rocessed t imber from a 

3 8 Morning News June 7, 1860. 

3 9 woods The Prince of Wales, p. 49. 

4 0 Freeman August 4, 1860. 
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large wooded hinterland along the St. John River, and 

engaged competitively in an international timber trade and 

ship building industry. Saint John was a larger centre than 

Halifax at mid-century. Between 1851 and 1861, the 

population of Saint John (and Portland) grew from 31,174 to 

38,000,41 while Halifax was a good deal smaller, at 20,000 

in 1851, increasing to slightly over 25,000 in 1861.42 One 

Haligonian noted in comparing Halifax with Saint John: "Both 

cities engage largely in commerce, but in our city it holds 

a secondary place, in the other it is everything".43 in 

1860, Nicholas Woods agreed that Saint John was the superior 

commercial centre: 

St John's [sic] which is the real, though not the 
legislative capital of New Brunswick, is one of 
the most picturesque and flourishing cities of the 
North American Provinces... there is an air of 
business and prosperity about the place very 
different from the languor that ordinarily 
prevails at Halifax.44 

Woods' comments ignited the fires of civic rivalry between 

Saint John and Halifax. The Saint John Morning News gloated: 

^x CM. Wallace "St. John", Urban History Review, No. 1-
75, 1979, p. 15. 

42 
Census of Canada, Halifax, 1861. 

43 As quoted in Wallace "Saint John Boosters", p. 73. 

44 
London Times in Freeman September 13, 1860. The 

Toronto Leader also thought that Halifax could not compare 
with Saint John—P.B. Waite "A Visit to Nova Scotia and 
Louisbourg in 1860", Nova Scotia Historical Quarterly, Vol. 
2, no. 2, 1972, p. 131. 
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we a r e not a l i t t l e amused a t the c a v a l i e r way 
i n w h i c h h e t r e a t s o u r r i v a l c i t y , when 
comparing i t t o S t . John. Our f r i e n d s over t he 
way won ' t l i k e i t , but i t i s fun for u s , and we 
hope t h e y w i l l n o t t h i n k h a r d of S t . J o h n 
b e c a u s e t h e l e a d i n g p a p e r of t h e wor ld s a y s 
( t h r o u g h i t s c o r r e s p o n d e n t ) "On t h e w h o l e , 
h o w e v e r , t h o u g h l a r g e a n d f l o u r i s h i n g , 
s t r u g g l i n g Hal i fax seems in every way i n f e r i o r 
bo th in b e a u t y and impor tance and weal th to S t . 
J o h n ' s [ s i c j , New Brunswick .45 

By t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s , S a i n t John b e g a n t o f a l l b e h i n d , i n 

r e s p o n s e t o t h e p r e s s u r e s of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , t h e 

d e c l i n e of t h e t i m b e r t r a d e and t h e s h i p b u i l d i n g 

i n d u s t r y , o u t m i g r a t i o n , and the Grea t F i r e of 1877, among 

o t h e r p r o b l e m s . B e t w e e n 1 8 8 1 a n d 1 8 9 1 , t h e c i t y 

e x p e r i e n c e d a 5 . 3 % n e t l o s s of p o p u l a t i o n , w h e r e a s 

H a l i f a x ' s d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n a s an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 

m i l i t a r y c e n t r e ensured a minor growth of 6.6%.46 

H a l i f a x ' s s t a t u s as t he p r o v i n c i a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

c e n t r e of t h e p r o v i n c e a l l o w e d the c i t y to pa rade i t s 

i n s t i t u t i o n s and c o n v e n t i o n s b e f o r e t h e v i s i t o r s in 1860. 

In a d d i t i o n , the c i t y ' s major B r i t i s h g a r r i s o n and nava l 

s t a t i o n g e n e r a t e d t h e l a r g e m i l i t a r y d i s p l a y s . H a l i f a x ' s 

m i l i t a r y s p e c t a c l e p a r t i c u l a r l y exceeded t h a t of S a i n t 

J o h n ' s a f t e r 1870, when the B r i t i s h army withdrew from a l l 

Canadian b a s e s excep t for H a l i f a x , where i t remained u n t i l 

1906. The c o n t i n u o u s i n f l u e n c e of the p r o f e s s i o n a l army in 

H a l i f a x s t i m u l a t e d s e v e r a l s e r v i c e i n d u s t r i e s , and 

4 5 Morning News August 29, 1860. 

4 6 Census of Canada, H a l i f a x , 1881-91 
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profound ly a f f e c t e d the n a t u r e of t he c i t y ' s p a g e a n t r y and 

s o c i a l l i f e , as o f f i c e r s became e n t r e n c h e d in t he r anks of 

the l o c a l e l i t e . Woods, t h e Times c o r r e s p o n d e n t , commented 

t h a t t h e p r e s e n c e of t h e g a r r i s o n and n a v a l s t a t i o n 

" s e c u r e s to the i n h a b i t a n t s of Ha l i f ax more of what i s 

termed Ngood s o c i e t y ' than can be found in any o t h e r of 

t h e p r o v i n c e s " . 4 7 R a n k - a n d - f i l e s o l d i e r s , n u m b e r i n g 

between 2 0 0 0 - 4 0 0 0 , a l s o c o m p r i s e d c l o s e t o 25% of t h e 

r e s i d e n t male p o p u l a t i o n of H a l i f a x in t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . 4 8 

S a i n t John was d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the d e m o n s t r a t i o n of 

t h e Orange Lodges d u r i n g t h e 1860 v i s i t . 4 9 The Orange 

Lodge expanded in S a i n t John in t he 1840 ' s as a means of 

p r o t e c t i n g B r i t i s h i n s t i t u t i o n s , P r o t e s t a n t i s m , and 

P r o t e s t a n t j o b s from t h e e n c r o a c h m e n t of t h o u s a n d s of 

I r i s h Roman C a t h o l i c immigrants who descended on the c i t y 

d u r i n g t h e I r i s h p o t a t o f a m i n e . C o l l e c t i v e v i o l e n c e 

e v e n t u a l l y e r u p t e d in 1845, 1847, and 1849, between the 

4 7 Woods The Prince of Wales, p p . 14 -15 . 

4 8 J u d i t h Fin.gard The Dark Side of L i f e in V i c t o r i a n 
Hal i fax ( P o r t e r ' s Lake, 1989 ) , p . 15; F ingard "Beyond the 
Ha l i fax B a r r a c k s : The S o c i a l C o n t e x t of L a t e V i c t o r i a n 
Army L i f e " , t h e MacNutt Memorial L e c t u r e , U n i v e r s i t y of 
New Brunswick, 1983-84 , p . 3 . 

4 9 The s c a l e and n a t u r e of t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n a r e 
unknown, s i n c e t h e newspapers r e fused coverage for f ea r of 
encourag ing it—Freeman September 8, 1 1 , 15 , 1860; Morning 
News September 7, 1860. 
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P r o t e s t a n t s and I r i s h Roman C a t h o l i c s d u r i n g t h e p u b l i c 

c e l e b r a t i o n of s y m b o l i c h o l i d a y s , p r i m a r i l y t h e 

Orangemen's J u l y 12th a n n i v e r s a r y of the v i c t o r y of t h e 

P r i n c e of Orange (Wil l iam I I I ) a t the B a t t l e of the Boyne 

in 1690, and t h e I r i s h Roman C a t h o l i c s ' obse rvance of S t . 

P a t r i c k ' s d a y . 5 0 H a l i f a x a l s o endured an e lement of a n t i -

C a t h o l i c i s m , b u t b e s i d e s t h e " G o u r l a y S h a n t y R i o t " of 

1856, i n i t i a t e d by the p r o t e s t s of I r i s h Roman C a t h o l i c s 

over Crimean War r e c r u i t m e n t , most of i t was r h e t o r i c a l in 

n a t u r e . H a l i f a x ' s a n t i - C a t h o l i c movement in t h e m i d -

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y was l e s s v i o l e n t t h a n S a i n t J o h n ' s , 

p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e of t h e s m a l l e r n u m b e r s of I r i s h 

P r o t e s t a n t s in t h e c i t y , and t h e r e l a t i v e weakness of t he 

Orange Lodge .51 

S a i n t John a l s o d i f f e r e d from H a l i f a x in e x h i b i t i n g 

more c o l o r f u l w o r k i n g - c l a s s p a g e a n t r y d u r i n g t h e v i s i t , in 

t h e fo rm of a t r a d e s p r o c e s s i o n , and a b u r l e s q u e 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n , t h e l a t t e r of which was o r c h e s t r a t e d by a 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d the C a l i t h u m p i a n s . 5 2 The 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n of t h e t r a d e s r e f l e c t s the p r i m a c y of t h e 

s k i l l e d w o r k e r s i n S a i n t J o h n ' s commercial d e v e l o p m e n t . 

5(2 S c o t t W. See "The Orange Order and S o c i a l V i o l e n c e 
i n M i d - N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y S a i n t J o h n " , A c a d i e n s i s , V o l . 
1 3 , no . 1, Autumn 1983 , p p . 6 8 - 9 2 . 

51 A . J . B . J o h n s t o n " P o p e r y and P r o g r e s s : A n t i -
C a t h o l i c i s m in Mid- N i n e t e e n t h - C e n t u r y Nova S c o t i a " , 
Dalhous ie Review, V o l . 64 , 1984, p p . 1 4 6 - 6 3 . 

5 2 See Chapter 6„ 
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The city's dock laborers also cultivated an active role in 

civic affairs through the considerable bargaining power 

attained by the seasonal pressures of the timber market.53 

Furthermore, the early establishment of the Saint John 

common council in 1785, provided the lower middle and 

upper working classes of that city with a longer legacy of 

participation in public life than their counterparts in 

Halifax, who did not form a corporation until 1841. The 

eighteenth-century incorporation of Saint John also meant 

that the common council had already worked out many of its 

responsibilities and powers by the early nineteenth 

century, unlike the aldermen and city councillors of 

Halifax, who had just begun to define and negotiate their 

powers and privileges. 

Although only a handful of Indians appeared in the 

nineteenth-century census records for Halifax and Saint 

John,54 because of seasonal migration and segregation in 

the reserves,55 the former city made greater use of its 

5 3 Ian McKay "The Working Class of Metropolitan 
Halifax, 1850-1884", Honours Essay, Dalhousie University, 
1975, pp. 174-75. 

5* According to census records, no Indians resided in 
Saint John from 1851-81, and only two were noted in 
Halifax in 1881. A few appeared on the Northwest Arm and 
in Dartmouth, and also in Saint John's neighboring city of 
Portland, and the nearby communities of Indiantown, 
Lancaster, and Simonds—Census of Canada, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, 1851-81. 

5 5 According to Elizabeth Hutton "Indian Affairs in 
Nova Scotia, 1760-1834", in H.F. McGee (ed.) The Native 
Peoples of Atlantic Canada (Ottawa, 1983), p. 80, the 
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a b o r i g i n a l p o p u l a t i o n dur ing the 1860 v i s i t . In H a l i f a x , 

t h r e e p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s opened a s u b s c r i p t i o n in 1860 to 

p rov ide " t r a d i t i o n a l costumes" for a d e p u t a t i o n of Micmacs 

t o a p p e a r i n t h e c e r e m o n i e s . 56 T h e s e a b o r i g i n a l 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were the f i r s t to r e c e i v e t h e P r i n c e of 

Wales wi th an address in Chebucto Harbour, and provided an 

e s c o r t of canoes to lead t he roya l barge to the H a l i f a x 

w h a r f . 5 7 Micmacs a l s o a p p e a r e d a t t h e l e v e e , 5 8 and 

p a r t i c i p a t e d in bow and arrow c o m p e t i t i o n s and foot r a ce s 

on t h e common,59 and in canoe r a c e s dur ing the r e g a t t a . 

The Micmacs p e r s o n a l l y p r e s e n t e d t h e Pr ince with a number 

of c r a f t s , i n c l u d i n g a q u i l l e d box and l i d , c o n t a i n i n g 

f o u r t e e n p l a c e m a t s . 6 0 The g r e a t e r v i s i b i l i t y of t h e 

Micmacs in H a l i f a x ' s p u b l i c ceremony may be a r e s u l t of 

t h e p r o x i m i t y of t h e Micmac camp a c r o s s the harbour in 

" b r o a d o u t l i n e " of the r e s e r v e s was " o p e r a t i v e " in Nova 
Sco t i a by 1834. 

56 For e l a b o r a t i o n , see Chapter 7. 

5 7 Woods The Prince of Wales, p. 21. 

5 8 Acadian Recorder August 1 1 , 1860. 

5 9 See Chapter 8. 

60 Fo r a d e s c r i p t i o n , s e e R.H. Whitehead "Micmac, 
M a l i s e e t , Beothuk C o l l e c t i o n s in G r e a t B r i t a i n " , N.,S. 
Museum Curator ia l report , no . 62, January 198 8, p . 12. The 
c o l l e c t i o n , pp. 13-16, a l s o l i s t s a number of o the r i tems 
which were e i t h e r r e p r e s e n t e d to the P r i n c e of Wales in 
1860, or to P r ince Arthur in 1869 , i n c l u d i n g a t o b a c c o 
p i p e and p i p e s t e m , f o u r c a n o e m o d e l s and wooden 
f u r n i s h i n g s , two male and t h r e e female d o l l s , and a p a i r 
of m o c c a s i n s . 
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D a r t m o u t h . 6 1 The l e s s v i s i b l e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of t h e 

a b o r i g i n a l s in S a i n t J o h n ' s p u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n i s p r o b a b l y 

a p r o d u c t of t h e New B r u n s w i c k g o v e r n m e n t ' s g e n e r a l 

d i s r e g a r d for i t s n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n . Unl ike Nova S c o t i a , 

New Brunswick had no s a f e g u a r d s r e g a r d i n g Ind ian l a n d s and 

i n d e b t e d n e s s , a p a t t e r n of n e g l e c t which u n d o u b t e d l y 

o c c u r r e d i n s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l a f f a i r s a s w e l l . 6 2 

I n d i a n s a l s o p l a y e d a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l r o l e in S a i n t 

J o h n ' s h i s t o r i c a l memory and s e n s e of c i v i c i d e n t i t y . 

S a i n t John had a f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g and commercial image as 

t h e " L i v e r p o o l of the B r i t i s h North American P r o v i n c e s " . 

Wnen t h e c i t y d id look back , i t c e n t r e d on t h e L o y a l i s t s 

as the honora ry founder s of the c i t y . In H a l i f a x , on t he 

o t h e r h a n d , t h e n a t i v e p e o p l e f i g u r e d l a r g e l y i n 

C o r n w a l l i s ' e s t a b l i s h m e n t of H a l i f a x in t h e w i l d e r n e s s of 

1749. Indeed , one Ha l igon i an r e f e r r e d to t h e Micmacs i n 

1860 as the " r e a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t he P r o v i n c e " . 6 3 The 

s i g n i f i c a n c e of a b o r i g i n a l symbolism i s r e f l e c t e d by t h e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n of a p o r t r a i t of Mary C h r i s t i a n n e (Morr is) 

Pau l , Micmac a r t i s t and model , t o t h e P r i n c e of Wales as a 

61 Woods went a c r o s s t he ha rbour to v i s i t t h e camp 
d u r i n g h i s s o j o u r n in Halifax—Woods The Pr ince of Wales, 
p. 36. 

62 L.S.F. Upton "Indian Affairs in Colonial New 
Brunswick", Acadiensis, Vol. 3, no. 2, Spring 1974, pp. 3-
26. 

63 "A Highlander" in Morning Sun July 20, 1860. 
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memento of Nova Scotia.64 Visitors also identified the 

participation of the Micmacs as a peculiar characteristic 

of Halifax's celebration in 1860. The London Times 

correspondent devoted much of his commentary on Halifax to 

descriptions of the native people and their role in the 

festivities.65 

In both cities, direct participation for women was 

largely restricted to elite entertainments and the grand 

ball in Halifax,66 a pattern which continued well into the 

late nineteenth century. Children had also been relatively 

neglected in celebrations until the visit in 1860, when a 

concern over the free reign of large numbers of children 

led celebration organizers in Saint John and Halifax to 

contain them in a separate children's demonstration.67 Saint 

John and Halifax also experienced the effects of evangelical 

Protestantism, which saw children as inherently innocent, 

and thus contributed to the sentimentalization of childhood 

and the need to segregate children in a morally correct 

D R.H. Whitehead "Mary Christianne Paul", Dictionary of 
Canadian Biography, Vol. 11, p. 679. 

6 5 Woods The Prince of Wales, pp. 14, 21, 26, 34, 35-
37. 

66 See Chapter Three. 

6 7 See Chapter Four. 
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environment.68 

Public celebrations provide an insightful arena in 

which to study interweaving social relationships in 

nineteenth-century Saint John and Halifax. The first chapter 

of the thesis examines the social composition of the 

celebration organizers, and the tensions and conflicts which 

arose in the process of orchestrating the celebrations. The 

focus then shifts to the instrumental role of celebrations, 

and their utilization by certain parties in Nova Scotia to 

question and challenge the powers and privileges of the 

Lieutenant-Governor, the most prominent member of the 

organizational elite. This discussion of the "movers and 

shakers" is followed by an analysis of the social 

relationships and developments embodied in celebratory 

events. Chapter 3 examines public drinking and feasting, and 

the factors which contributed to the demise of traditional 

ox roasts. After public feasts fell out of favour, 

spectacles became the primary mode of celebration. Chapters 

4 and 5 discuss demonstrations and processions as rituals 

which inculcated patriotic values and presented orderly and 

respectable versions of the social order. A contrasting 

culture of celebration is offered in Chapter 6, which 

Janet Guildford "NI often run in the streets of 
Halifax': Middle Class Attitudes to Children in Halifax, 
1850-1870", unpublished paper presented to the faculty-
graduate seminar, Dalhousie University History Department, 
1989, p. 1. 
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focusses on the antirespectable tradition of social 

inversion in burlesque processions. The idea of the 

"respectable celebration" found its most extreme expression 

in the desire of some middle-class men and women to shift 

the emphasis of celebration from short-term pageantry to the 

founding of long-term memorials, as discussed in Chapter 7. 

By the late nineteenth century, the respectable celebration 

had to share the stage with the commercialized celebration. 

Chapter 8 traces the development of celebratory sports from 

public contests to organized spectator sports, while Chapter 

9 centres on the role of the entrepreneur as the provider 

of commercialized alternatives, and the creator of tourut 

attractions. This thesis concludes that, in the course of 

the reign of Queen Victoria, celebrations were transformed 

from participant to spectator events, organized by experts 

with scant respect for folk customs. 



CHAPTER 1 

ORGANIZATION 

H i s t o r i c a l and s o c i o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s o f t e n d e s c r i b e 

c e l e b r a t i o n s as v e h i c l e s used by m i d d l e - c l a s s o r g a n i z e r s 

fo r t h e p e r p e t u a t i o n of b o u r g e o i s v a l u e s , and t h e 

r e i n f o r c e m e n t of the s t a t u s q u o . l While t h i s may be t r u e , 

i t o b s c u r e s t h e c o m p l e x i t y of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of 

c e l e b r a t i o n s , a s w e l l as t h e c o m p e t i t i o n of v a r i o u s 

c o n s t i t u e n t e lements w i th in t he l e a d e r s h i p g r o u p . David 

Cannadine and E l i z a b e t h Hammerton a rgue t h a t in o rder to 

u n d e r s t a n d , r e c o n c i l e , and e x p l a i n t he " c o n t r a d i c t i o n s and 

p a r a d o x e s which o b t r u d e a t the l e v e l of t h e o r y " , i t i s 

n e c e s s a r y to p i e c e t o g e t h e r t h e " a c t u a l way in which a 

community p lanned and enjoyed" c e l e b r a t i o n s . 2 This c h a p t e r 

f o c u s e s on t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

c e l e b r a t i o n s in S a i n t John and H a l i f a x , e s p e c i a l l y the 

changing compos i t ion of t he o r g a n i z i n g c o m m i t t e e s , and the 

d e b a t e s and c o n f l i c t s which a r o s e over the f i n a n c i n g of 

the f e s t i v i t i e s . 

1 F o r e x a m p l e , s e e N. B i r n b a u r a " M o n a r c h s and 
S o c i o l o g i s t s : A Reply t o P r o f . S h i l s and Mr. Young" , 
S o c i o l o g i c a l Review, New S e r i e s , Vol 3 . , 1955, p p . 5 -23 ; 
Thomas D i c k e n s " W i n n i p e g , I m p e r i a l i s m , and t h e Queen 
V i c t o r i a Diamond J u b i l e e C e l e b r a t i o n , 1897" , M.A. T h e s i s , 
U n i v e r s i t y of Mani toba , 1982, pp . 7, 9, 70, 94, 234, 235, 
239, 240. 

2 E l i z a b e t h Hammerton and David Cannadine " C o n f l i c t 
and C o n s e n s u s on a C e r e m o n i a l O c c a s i o n : The Diamond 
J u b i l e e in Cambr idge in 1 8 9 7 " , The H i s t o r i c a l Journal , 
Vol . 24, no . 1, 1981 , p . 146. 

26 
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CELEBRATION COMMITTEES 

An " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l i t e " p lanned most c e l e b r a t i o n s 

in S a i n t John and H a l i f a x in t h e f i r s t h a l f of t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Leading c i t i z e n s f i l l e d the ranks of 

t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l i t e , i n c l u d i n g i m p e r i a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , members of t h e p r o v i n c i a l , c i v i c , and 

m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s , and p r o m i n e n t m e r c h a n t s and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s . The lower middle and r e s p e c t a b L e working 

c l a s s e s were r e p r e s e n t e d by the c i v i c c o u n c i l s , which, by 

m i d - c e n t u r y , were p r i m a r i l y comprised of shopkeepe r s and 

t r a d e s m e n . 3 

The l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r u s u a l l y p r o c l a i m e d and 

i n i t i a t e d r o y a l c e l e b r a t i o n s . Upon t h e a c c e s s i o n of Queen 

V i c t o r i a in 1 8 3 7 , R o b e r t F . Hazen , t h e Mayor of S a i n t 

John , r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from t h e L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r ' s 

o f f i c e , i n s t r u c t i n g him t o " c a u s e Her M a j e s t y to be 

f o r t h w i t h p r o c l a i m e d , w i t h . . . c e r e m o n i e s a t S a i n t J o h n " . 4 

C i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s u s u a l l y needed l i t t l e p r o d d i n g t o 

c e l e b r a t e . 5 S a i n t J o h n ' s common c o u n c i l o r g a n i z e d most of 

3 T.W. Acheson Sa int John. The Making of a Co lon ia l 
Urban Community ( T o r o n t o , 1 9 8 5 ) , p p . 7 , 3 3 , 3 4 - 3 5 , 77 -78 ; 
J a n e t G u i l d f o r d " P u b l i c S c h o o l Reform and t h e H a l i f a x 
M i d d l e C l a s s , 1 8 5 0 - 1 8 7 0 " , P h . D . T h e s i s , D a i h o u s i e 
U n i v e r s i t y , 1990, p . 145. 

4 Wi l l i am J . Odel l to Mayor Rober t F. Hazen, August 
5, 1837, in Rober t F. Hazen, Mayora l ty p a p e r s , N.B. Museum. 

5 L i n d a C o l l e y "The Apo theos i s of King George I I I : 
L o y a l t y , R o y a l t y , and the B r i t i s h N a t i o n , 1760-1820" Past 
and P r e s e n t , V o l . 1 0 2 , Feb rua ry 1984, p . 125 . 
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the c i t y ' s c e l e b r a t i o n of Queen V i c t o r i a ' s c o r o n a t i o n in 

1838, and her m a r r i a g e in 1840. S ince S a i n t John had been 

i n c o r p o r a t e d by roya l c h a r t e r in 1 7 8 5 , u n l i k e H a l i f a x , 

which d i d n o t become a c o r p o r a t i o n u n t i l 1 8 4 1 , S a i n t 

J o h n ' s common c o u n c i l h a d , by t h e V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d , a 

l o n g e r , m o r e i n g r a i n e d t r a d i t i o n a n d s e n s e of 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for p r o v i d i n g f e s t i v i t i e s for t h e c i t i z e n s . 

H a l i f a x fo l lowed the S a i n t John p r a c t i c e when i t s new c i t y 

c o u n c i l took over t h e c e l e b r a t i o n of t h e b i r t h of t h e 

P r i n c e of Wales in 1841. 

M i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s s o m e t i m e s t eamed up w i t h t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r t o p r o v i d e e n t e r t a i n m e n t s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y in H a l i f a x , t he r e s i d e n c e of t h e l i e u t e n a n t -

.governor of Nova S c o t i a , and t h e s i t e of a l a r g e B r i t i s h 

g a r r i s o n and n a v a l s t a t i o n . The Times and C o u r i e r 

commented in 1849 t h a t t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , g a r r i s o n , 

and p u b l i c d e p a r t m e n t s s h o u l d be d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d in 

c e l e b r a t i o n s in H a l i f a x , f o r t h e y had t h e "means and 

a p p l i a n c e s " which were " a l t o g e t h e r b e y o n d ou r r e a c h a s 

mere c i v i l i a n s " . 6 The l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r and the m i l i t a r y 

f u r n i s h e d t h e only o f f i c i a l l y o r g a n i z e d a t t r a c t i o n s d u r i n g 

t h e n u p t i a l c e l e b r a t i o n s of Queen V i c t o r i a in 1840 and 

t h o s e of her son, P r i n c e A l b e r t in 1863 , which i n c l u d e d a 

b a l l d u r i n g bo th o c c a s i o n s , a m i l i t a r y r ev i ew in 1840, and 

Times and Courier April 10, 1849. 
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a s l e i g h r i d e in 1 8 6 3 . 7 in 1863 Ha l igon i ans complained 

t h a t "we can g e t no th ing up in Ha l i f ax wi thou t t he a id of 

t h e m i l i t a r y " „ 8 M i l i t a r y d i s p l a y s sometimes comprised the 

only v i s i b l e o b s e r v a n c e s of a n n u a l a n n i v e r s a r i e s l i k e 

Q u e e n V i c t o r i a ' s a c c e s s i o n and c o r o n a t i o n , r o y a l 

b i r t h d a y s , n a t a l day and d o m i n i o n d a y . 9 The m i l i t a r y 

a u t h o r i t i e s t i r e d of w a i t i n g fo r t h e Ha l i f ax c i t y c o u n c i l 

to a c t in r ega rd to the diamond j u b i l e e in 1897, so they 

he ld t h e i r own m e e t i n g , a p p o i n t i n g a committee to confer 

wi th the Mayor.10 

\t o t h e r t i m e s , v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n i t i a t e d the 

p r o c e e d i n g s . The Nova S c o t i a P h i l a n t h r o p i c S o c i e t y 

i n s t i g a t e d t h e c e l e b r a t i o n of t h e a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e 

s e t t l e m e n t of Ha l i f ax in 1839.11 N a t i o n a l s o c i e t i e s a l s o 

' Acadian Recorder A p r i l 1 1 , 1840; Times Apr i l 14, 
1 8 4 0 ; Morning C h r o n i c l e March 12 , 14 , 1863 ; Evening 
Express March 1 1 , 1863; Hal i fax Reporter March 17, 1863; 
Morning Sun March 1 1 , 1863 ; B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t March 12, 
1863. C i v i l i a n s o r g a n i z e d o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s a t a l a t e r d a t e . 

8 "Th ings Talked of m H a l i f a x " in Hal i fax Reporter 
March 14, 1863 . 

9 G a r r i s o n O r d e r s , S a i n t John , N . B . , 1855-61 , RG 8, 
I "C" S e r i e s , Vol 1195K, Mic ro C 3 5 1 8 , PAC; Index t o 
G a r r i s o n O r d e r s , H a l i f a x , 1870-87 , RG 8, I "C" S e r i e s , 
V o l . 1194V, Micro C 3 5 1 3 , PAC; G a r r i s o n O r d e r s B o o k , 
H a l i f a x , 1862 -93 . RG 8, Vol . 1194Z, Micro 3514 and C 3515; 
Index t o G a r r i s o n O r d e r s , H a l i f a x , 1 8 5 5 - 6 9 , V o l . 1 1 9 6 , 
Micro C 3519, PAC. 

1 0 Da i ly Echo May 6, 7, 1897. 

•11 F o r t h e f i r s t "Nova S c o t i a n F e s t i v a l " , s e e 
N o v a s c o t i a n June 12, 1839; s ee D.C. Harvey "Nova Sco t i a 
P h i l a n t h r o p i c S o c i e t y " , Dalhous ie Review, Vol . 19, October 
1939, pp . 287 -97 , for d i s c u s s i o n of some of the o r i g i n a l 
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f u r n i s h e d the bu lk of a t t r a c t i o n s for H a l i f a x ' s m a r r i a g e 

c e l e b r a t i o n in 1840: t h e C h a r i t a b l e I r i s h S o c i e t y p r o v i d e d 

d i n n e r s f o r t h e p o o r , t h e Nova S c o t i a P h i l a n t h r o p i c 

S o c i e t y he ld a p r o c e s s i o n , church s e r v i c e , and a f e a s t for 

t h e Micmacs, w h i l e t h e S t . G e o r g e ' s S o c i e t y e n j o y e d a 

s p e c i a l d i n n e r , and t h e N o r t h B- r i t i sh S o c i e t y h o s t e d a 

b a l l and b a n q u e t . 1 2 H a l i f a x ' s c e n t e n a r y c e l e b r a t i o n in 

1849 was a l s o o r g a n i z e d p r i m a r i l y by t h e n a t i o n a l 

s o c i e t i e s . 1 3 F u r t h e r m o r e , a j o i n t commit tee of t h e North 

B r i t i s h , I r i s h , and S t . G e o r g e ' s S o c i e t i e s h e l p e d t o 

i n i t i a t e t h e d iamond j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n in H a l i f a x in 

1897, by send ing a l e t t e r to t h e c i t y c o u n c i l , u r g i n g t h e 

a l d e r m e n t o a p p o i n t a c o m m i t t e e t o c o n f e r w i t h t h e 

s o c i e t i e s . 1 4 

The c o m p o s i t i o n of H a l i f a x ' s C h a r i t a b l e I r i s h S o c i e t y 

r e f l e c t s t h e membership of t h e s e b e n e v o l e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Whi l e t h e I r i s h s o c i e t y b o a s t e d a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of 

government o f f i c i a l s , m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s , and m e r c h a n t s for 

a b o u t f i f t y y e a r s a f t e r i t s f o u n d i n g in 1 7 8 6 , in t h e 

1 8 4 0 ' s i t began to a t t r a c t a b r o a d e r c r o s s - s e c t i o n of 

members, and t h e o r i g i n s of N a t a l d a y . 

1 2 Acadian Recorder May 2 , 9, 184 0; Novascot ian May 
7, 1840; Times A p r i l 28 , May 5 , 12 , 1840. 

1 3 T i m e s and C o u r i e r A p r i l 1 0 , 1 7 , 1 8 4 9 . The 
Centenary Anniversary of the S e t t l e m e n t of H a l i f a x , June 
8 , 1849 ( H a l i f a x , 1 8 4 9 ) . 

i 4 Halifax City Council, Minutes, December 10, 1896, 
pp. 112-13, PANS. 
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s o c i e t y , i n c l u d i n g a r t i s a n s and w o r k e r s . In 1 8 3 8 , ove r 

h a l f of t h e s o c i e t y b e l o n g e d to p r o f e s s i o n a l and whi te 

c o l l a r g r o u p s , such as c l e r k s , e d i t o r s , and minor c i v i l 

s e r v a n t s , and j u s t over o n e - t h i r d to t h e a r t i s a n s . By 

1848, the p r o f e s s i o n a l and whi te c o l l a r groups f e l l to 41% 

of t he membersh ip , and the workers and a r t i s a n s r o s e to 

n e a r l y 60%. D e s p i t e a b r o a d e n i n g m e m b e r s h i p , t h e 

l e a d e r s h i p of n a t i o n a l s o c i e t i e s ( t h o s e who w e r e 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r o r g a n i z i n g c e l e b r a t i o n s ) r e m a i n e d 

p r i m a r i l y in the hands of t he e l i t e s . 1 5 

These i n i t i a t o r s o f t e n h e l d p u b l i c m e e t i n g s t o 

d i s c u s s t he major c e l e b r a t i o n s . The p u b l i c meet ing served 

as a "forum for t he views of the most prominent e l e m e n t s " 

in S a i n t John and H a l i f a x . 1 6 For e x a m p l e , the p u b l i c 

meet ing in S a i n t John for t he v i s i t of t h e P r i n c e of Wales 

in 1860 was a t t e n d e d p r i m a r i l y by l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s , and 

m e m b e r s o f t h e common c o u n c i l and l e g i s 1 a t u r e . 17 

S i m i l a r l y , in H a l i f a x , " t o a d i e s " of t h e reform government 

dominated the 1860 m e e t i n g . 18 

At t h e s e m e e t i n g s , t h e c i t i z e n s o f t e n a p p o i n t e d 

c o m m i t t e e s t o h e l p i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e 

1 5 T e r r e n c e M. Punch "The I r i s h in H a l i f a x , 1836-
1 8 7 1 : A S tudy in E t h n i c A s s i m i l a t i o n " , M.A. T h e s i s , 
Da lhous ie U n i v e r s i t y , 1976, p p . 139-150. 

16 Acheson Sa in t John, p p . 55, 185. 

1 7 Freeman June 28, 1860. 

1 8 Acadian Recorder May 26, 1860. 
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c e l e b r a t i o n s . Members of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l i t e u s u a l l y 

d o m i n a t e d t h e c o m m i t t e e s in the e a r l y V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d . 

The o r g a n i z i n g c o m m i t t e e f o r t h e Q u e e n ' s c o r o n a t i o n 

c e l e b r a t i o n in H a l i f a x in 1838 was compr i sed of p r o v i n c i a l 

d i g n i t a r i e s and l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s , such a s t h e e x e c u t i v e 

c o u n c i l l o r s , Michael Tobin and T.N. J e f f r e y , assemblyman, 

Wi l l i am Young, Judge and High S h e r i f f , J . J . S a w y e r , t h e 

a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l , S a m u e l G.W. A r c h i b a l d , p r o v i n c i a l 

t r e a s u r e r C h a r l e s W. W a l l a c e , and l e a d i n g m e r c h a n t s , 

b u s i n e s s m e n , and b a r r i s t e r s , c h a i r e d by t h e b a r r i s t e r and 

e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l l o r , James Boyle U n i a c k e . 1 9 The c i t i z e n s 

a p p o i n t e d to t he c e l e b r a t i o n c o m m i t t e e f o r t h e Q u e e n ' s 

m a r r i a g e f e s t i v i t i e s in S a i n t John in 1840, were a l s o v e r y 

e l i t i s t , encompass ing l e a d i n g m e r c h a n t s and s h i p b u i l d e r s , 

s u c h a s W i l l i a m B l a c k , John V. T h u r g a r , and W i l l i a m 

W r i g h t , b a r r i s t e r s Rober t L. Hazen and W i l l i a m J a c k , a 

c o u p l e of p h y s i c i a n s , c i v i c o f f i c i a l s , and t h e mayor , 

Rober t F. Hazen, who was a l s o a b a r r i s t e r by o c c u p a t i o n . 

By some " u n f o r t u n a t e m o v i n g of t h e p i e c e s of t h e 

C o r p o r a t i o n c h e s s b o a r d " , g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s and e x -

o f f i c i a l s s i m i l a r l y p r e d o m i n a t e d i n S a i n t J o h n ' s 

c e l e b r a t i o n c o m m i t t e e for t h e P r i n c e ' s 1860 v i s i t . 2 0 In 

H a l i f a x , t h e 1860 c i t i z e n s ' c o m m i t t e e a l s o e m b r a c e d 

19 The n a m e s of t h e i n d i v i d u a l s on mos t of t h e 
commit tees can be found in Appendix 1. 

2 0 Morning News J u l y 9, 1860. 
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members of t he p r o v i n c i a l and c i v i c a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s , a s 

w e l l a s a number of p r o m i n e n t m e r c h a n t s , b u s i n e s s m e n , 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s , and j o u r n a l i s t s . The Acadian Recorder 

complained t h a t t h e s e m i d d l e - c l a s s o r g a n i z e r s monopolized 

t h e c e l e b r a t i o n in H a l i f a x : " T h e s e p e o p l e . . .make t h e i r 

appea rance on p u b l i c o c c a s i o n s , push t h e m s e l v e s f o r w a r d , 

and t a k e to themse lves a i r s " . 2 1 

The c o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d t o o r g a n i z e H a l i f a x ' s 

a n n i v e r s a r y of s e t t l e m e n t i n 1862 d r e w a few more 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from t h e r a n k s of t h e l ower m i d d l e and 

r e s p e c t a b l e working c l a s s e s . Shopkeepe r s , t r a d e s m e n , and 

d e l e g a t e s from t h e f i r e c o m p a n i e s and t h e m i l i t a r y 

v o l u n t e e r s a s s i s t e d t h e u s u a l c o n t i n g e n t of a l d e r m e n , 

l a w y e r s , and m e r c h a n t s . Prominent c i t i z e n s c o n t i n u e d to 

e x e r t a d e g r e e of hegemony on H a l i f a x ' s golden j u b i l e e 

e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e in 1 8 8 7 . C o l . Ronald B. L a n e , t h e 

g e n e r a l ' s a i d - d e - c a m p , W i l l i a m R o s s , t h e c o l l e c t o r of 

c u s t o m s , and i n s u r a n c e a g e n t , A.C. Edwards, o r c h e s t r a t e d 

t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , w i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e of W.J . S t e w a r t , 

j e w e l l e r and s i l v e r s m i t h , J .D . Mack in tosh , I t . c o l . of t he 

63rd B a t t a l i o n of t h e H a l i f a x R i f l e s , and Matthew Condon, 

2 1 A c a d i a n Recorder J u n e 9 , 1 8 6 0 . A c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
warned t h a t " I f i t should be made a Barnurn a f f a i r , and the 
P r i n c e be su r rounded wi th t h e m i l i t a r y and o t h e r o f f i c i a l s 
of t he Government, to t he e x c l u s i o n of the p e o p l e , then I 
say i t w i l l mos t c e r t a i n l y be a sad a f f a i r " — " M a l a c h i 
M a l a g r o w t h e r " in Morning Sun May 30, 1860. The Evening 
E x p r e s s Augus t 1 5 , 1 8 6 0 , t h o u g h t t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
su r rounded t h e P r i n c e wi th an o v e r - a b u n d a n c e of " s t a r c h 
and e t i q u e t t e " . 
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c a p t a i n of t h e Union E n g i n e Company . A l t h o u g h D.A. 

S u t h e r l a n d a r g u e s t h a t w h o l e s a l e merchants and lawyers 

con t inued to dominate Hal i fax s o c i e t y in t he l a s t q u a r t e r 

of t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 2 2 t h e " m i d d l i n g s t r a t a " of 

lower m i d d l e - and upper w o r k i n g - c l a s s c i t i z e n s d i d move 

i n t o t he o r g a n i z a t i o n of c e l e b r a t i o n s in Sa in t John and 

H a l i f a x d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . I n d e e d , by t h e t i m e of 

H a l i f a x ' s d i a m o n d j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n i n 1 8 9 7 , 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of v a r i o u s v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

c o m p r i s e d t h e backbone of t h e c e l e b r a t i o n c o m m i t t e e , 

r e p l a c i n g t h e "most d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e o p l e " , who appeared to 

have g o t " o u t of t h a t l i n e a l t o g e t h e r " . 2 3 Perhaps the 

"most d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e o p l e " w i t h d r e w from c e l e b r a t i o n 

c o m m i t t e e s b e c a u s e of t h e e n o r m o u s v o l u m e of work 

g e n e r a t e d by the l a r g e r c e l e b r a t i o n s of t h e l a t e V i c t o r i a n 

p e r i o d , and a l o s s of p r e s t i g e , a s t h e i r p l a c e s were 

i n c r e a s i n g l y usurped by the upwardly mobi le a r t i s a n s and 

w h i t e c o l l a r w o r k e r s . The g e n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n of t h e 

j u b i l e e commit tees in S a i n t Johr r e f l e c t t h e growth of t he 

l o w e r m i d d l e c l a s s in t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

boas t i ng not only p r o f e s s i o n a l s and m e r c h a n t s , b u t a l s o 

2 2 D .A. S u t h e r l a n d " H a l i f a x , 1 8 7 1 : " P o o r m a n ' s 
c i t y ? 1 " , paper p r e s e n t e d to t he f a c u l t y - g r a d u a t e seminar , 
D a l h o u s i e U n i v e r s i t y H i s t o r y Depar tment , March 1, 1991, 
pp . 1 1 , 2 1 . 

2 3 The Acadian Recorder J u l y 3 , 1897, commented t h a t 
the e x c l u s i o n of t h e s e e l i t e s from t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
c e l e b r a t i o n s was l i k e unto the "a t t empted manufac ture of 
b r i c k s minus the s t r a w " . 
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t h e p e t i t b o u r g e o i s i e ( s h o p k e e p e r s , g r o c e r s a n d 

d r u g g i s t s ) , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e growing whi te c o l l a r 

s e c t o r ( c l e r k s , b o o k k e e p e r s , and a c c o u n t a n t s ) , and a 

handfu l of upper w o r k i n g - c l a s s t r a d e s m e n . 

The need for c o l l a b o r a t i o n between the c i t i z e n s , and 

t h e c i v i c , p r o v i n c i a l , m i l i t a r y and i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

became p a r t i c u l a r l y e v i d e n t d u r i n g t h e P r i n c e of W a l e s ' 

v i s i t t o H a l i f a x in 1 8 6 0 . 2 4 S i n c e t h e v i s i t was a 

p r o v i n c i a l a f f a i r , t he p r o c e e d i n g s were ove r seen by a t r i ­

p a r t i t e c o m m i t t e e , c o n s i s t i n g of t h r e e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

from the e x e c u t i v e government (Joseph Howe, Wil l iam Young, 

and B e n j a m i n W i e r ) , t h e c i t y c o u n c i l (mayor Samuel 

C a l d w e l l , and aldermen Wi l l i am Twining and Hugh B e l l ) , and 

t h e c i t i z e n s (Mather B. Almon, Andrew M. Uniacke , and John 

T o b i n ) . 2 5 The H a l i f a x c e l e b r a t i o n encompassed t h r e e major 

p r o g r a m s : 1) t h a t of t h e a d m i r a l , c o n s i s t i n g of t h e 

l a n d i n g and a r r i v a l of t he P r i n c e a t the Dockyard, r o y a l 

s a l u t e s , and o t h e r n a v a l o b s e r v a n c e s ; 2) t h e m a j o r -

g e n e r a l ' s , comprised of v a r i o u s m i l i t a r y o b s e r v a n c e s , the 

Guards of Honour, and a s p e c i a l m i l i t a r y r ev i ew , and; 3) 

t h e e x e c u t i v e managing c o m m i t t e e ' s , c o v e r i n g a l l of the 

r ema in ing p u b l i c e v e n t s . 2 6 S i m i l a r l y , commit tees from the 

2 4 The t h e m e of c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s e x p l o r e d in a 
d i f f e r e n t ve in in Gu i ld fo rd " P u b l i c School Reform". 

^ Novascot ian June 1 1 , 1860. 

2 6 Acadian Recorder J u l y 14, I 860 ; Morning Sun J u l y 
16, 1 8 , 20 , 2 3 , 27 , 30, 1860. 
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p r o v i n c i a l government and c i t y c o u n c i l c o l l a b o r a t e d t o 

c e l e b r a t e t h e P r i n c e of W a l e s ' n u p t i a l s in Ha l i f ax m 

1863. Sa in t J o h n ' s L o y a l i s t c e n t e n n i a l in 1883 was l a r g e l y 

o r g a n i z e d by t h e common c o u n c i l , w i t h h e l p from t h e 

p o l y m o r p h i a n s and t h e f i r e m e n . 2 7 T h i s p a t t e r n of 

c o o p e r a t i o n con t inued in Ha l i f ax in t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , as Queen V i c t o r i a ' s go lden and diamond j u b i l e e s 

in 1887 and 1897 were j o i n t l y o r g a n i z e d by t h e c i t y 

c o u n c i l , t h e p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t , and c o m m i t t e e s of 

p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s . 

Women a l s o c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h m a l e o r g a n i z e r s , 

p r i m a r i l y as a " s i l e n t working a rmy" ,28 making costumes or 

d e c o r a t i n g f l o a t s for p r o c e s s i o n s . The " s u p e r i o r t a s t e " of 

t h e f i r e m e n ' s t u r n o u t on H a l i f a x ' s n a t a l day in 1862 

proved t h a t t h e " f i n g e r s of t h e w i v e s and s w e e t h e a r t s " 

were "not i d l e " . 2 9 Af te r the L o y a l i s t c e n t e n n i a l in 1883, 

t h e S a i n t John f i r e b r i g a d e and P o r t l a n d f i remen p u b l i s h e d 

a c a r d of t h a n k s t o t h e women fo r t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e in 

z / See Chap t e r s 5 and 6. 

2 8 Mary Ryan Cradle of the Middle C l a s s : The Family 
i n Oneida County, New York, 1790-1865 (Cambridge, 1981) , 
p . 110 . For d i s c u s s i o n of t h e D o r c a s m e e t i n g and t h e 
" e n d l e s s r o u n d of s t i t c h i n g and s e r v i n g " , s e e F.K. 
P rochaska Women and Phi lanthropy in 19th Century England 
(Oxford, 1980) , p . 1 1 . 

2 9 "Phoenix" in Acadian Recorder June 23 , 1862; Mary 
P . Ryan Women in P u b l i c . Between Banners and B a l l o t s , 
1825-1880, ( B a l t i m o r e , 1990) , p . 43 , 
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t r i m m i n g t h e e n g i n e s . 3 0 Women's a u x i l i a r i e s f r e q u e n t l y 

made or p rocured f l a g s and c o l o u r s for male o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

a s a means of showing t h e i r l o y a l t y . The women of Sa in t 

John p r e s e n t e d a s t a n d of c o l o u r s to t h e m i l i t a r y 

v o l u n t e e r s d u r i n g the Queen ' s b i r t h d a y in 1867,31 and a 

banner to t he S t . Geo rge ' s S o c i e t y , to be unfu r l ed du r ing 

t h e diamond j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n in 1897 in t e s t imony of 

t h e i r l o y a l t y . 3 2 

Women a l s o se rved as h o s t e s s e s , which improved t h e i r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s k i l l s . I n d e e d , t h e 

h o s t e s s was a " s t a g e m a n a g e r " , r e s p o n s i b l e for her own 

c o n d u c t , as wel l as t h e d e c o r a t i o n s and p h y s i c a l s e t t i n g , 

and m a i n t a i n i n g the g e n t e e l p o l i t e n e s s of the o c c a s i o n . 3 3 

Mrs. Je remiah F r a n c i s Kenny, a p r o m i n e n t woman in l a t e 

3 0 Da i ly Sun May 2 1 , 1883. 

3 1 Morning News May 27, 1867. Minnie" in Morning News 
September 24, 1860, urged t h e l a d i e s to do a l l they could 
f o r t h e v o l u n t e e r s . Indeed , women were urged to n u r t u r e 
t h e i r men as f i g h t e r s - - L e t t e r to e d i t o r in Dai ly Sun May 
18 , 1885. 

3 2 D a i l y Sun June 20, 1887; Souvenir of the Queen's 
J u b i l e e : An Account of t h e C e l e b r a t i o n a t the City of 
S a i n t John , N . B . , in the Year of the Reign of Her Most 
Grac ious Majesty, Queen V i c t o r i a ( S a i n t John , 1887) , pp . 
9 -12 . The female - f r i e n d s of t h e newly c r e a t e d V i c t o r i a 
D i v i s i o n , Knights of P y t h i a s , S a i n t John , p r e s e n t e d them 
w i t h c o l o r s in 1887—Daily Sun June 17, 1887. 

3 3 Karen H a l t t u n e n Confidence Men and Painted Women. 
A Study of Middle-Class Culture in America, 1830-1870 (New 
H a v e n , 1982) , e s p e c i a l l y Chapter on " S e n t i m e n t a l C u l t u r e 
and the Problem of E t i q u e t t e " ; Leonore Davidoff The Best 
C i r c l e s . S o c i e t y E t i q u e t t e and the Season (London, 1973) , 
p p . 4 1 - 4 8 . 
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V i c t o r i a n H a l i f a x s o c i e t y , and w i f e of a d r y g o o d s 

m e r c h a n t and i n s u r a n c e s a l e s m a n , d e s i g n e d t h e t a b l e 

d e c o r a t i o n s for t h e d i n n e r g i v e n in honour of t h e v i s i t of 

t h e P r i n c e of Wales t o Government House in O c t o b e r , 

1890.34 she a l s o he lped to d e c o r a t e the H a l i f a x Club for a 

d i n n e r to P r i n c e George , and w r o t e t h e menu, which s h e 

commented " a c c o u n t s for f a u l t s " . 3 5 The h o s t e s s i n g s k i l l s 

of the wives of high r a n k i n g o f f i c i a l s were r e c o g n i z e d as 

b e i n g " e s s e n t i a l " t o t h e i r h u s b a n d ' s c a r e e r . 3 6 The 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r ' s w i f e , p r o b a b l y t h e mos t p r o m i n e n t 

h o s t e s s in t h e c o l o n i e s , was u l t i m a t e l y r e s p o n s i b l e for 

ex t end ing i n v i t a t i o n s to t h e v a r i o u s a t t r a c t i o n s h e l d i n 

Government House d u r i n g c e l e b r a t i o n s . 3 7 

By t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , m i d d l e - c l a s s women 

b e c a m e i n v o l v e d i n f o u n d i n g c e l e b r a t i o n m e m o r i a l s , 

3 4 S k e t c h e s and measu remen t s of an e l e g a n t 38 f o o t 
long t a b l e i n d i c a t e t h e p l acemen t of m i r r o r s , c a n d e l a b r a s , 
f e r n s , o r n a m e n t s , and l amps - -Sc rapbook of J . F . Kenny, n o . 
60, a l s o see no . 51 for p l a n of Supper T a b l e , p r o b a b l y 
used a t H a b e r d a s h e r s ' H a l l in 1889, PANS. 

3 5 Scrapbook of J . F . Kenny, n o . 60. 

3 6 Davidoff The B e s t C i r c l e s , p . 32. 

3 7 A f t e r i n q u i r i n g why he and h i s w i f e were no t 
i n v i t e d to a s p e c i a l g a r d e n p a r t y a t Government House in 
1 8 9 4 , J . Ch ipman , a w h o l e s a l e m e r c h a n t , compla ined t h a t 
Mrs. Daly had not even been t o c a l l on h i s wife to see i f 
s h e was a " p r o p e r p e r s o n or n o t " . He was informed t h a t 
i n v i t a t i o n s were s e n t on ly to t h o s e l a d i e s and gen t l emen 
who had " f a v o r e d M r s . Da ly by c a l l i n g upon h e r " - - J . 
Chipman t o C o l . C l a r k e , p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y , H a l i f a x , 
August 2 1 , 1894, in RG 2, Vo l . 12, no . 2763 , PANS. 
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i n c l u d i n g c h a r i t a b l e and c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 3 8 They 

a l s o b e g a n t o a p p e a r more f r e q u e n t l y on o f f i c i a l 

c e l e b r a t i o n commit tees with t he men. The Acadian Recorder 

commented t h a t " t h e l a d i e s e s p e c i a l l y , a s s i s t e d by t h e i r 

gen t lemen a s s o c i a t e s on the commit tee of management" made 

H a l i f a x ' s g o l d e n j u b i l e e b a l l "a p e r f e c t p a r a d i s e , 

a r t i s t i c a l l y and s o c i a b l y . " 3 9 F u r t h e r m o r e , as p a r t of the 

N a t i o n a l Counci l of Women's e f f o r t to urge l o c a l c o u n c i l s 

to s e c u r e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on v a r i o u s c i v i c b o a r d s , 4 0 S a i n t 

J o h n ' s l o c a l c o u n c i l was g i v e n p e r m i s s i o n t o h a v e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on t h e g e n e r a l c e l e b r a t i o n commit tee of 

t h e diamond j u b i l e e in 1897. The l a d i e s commit tee of the 

f r e e p u b l i c l i b r a r y a l s o j o i n e d the c o m m i t t e e . 4 1 

The i n c r e a s i n g c o l l a b o r a t i o n between d i f f e r e n t g roups 

in t he o r g a n i z a t i o n of n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y c e l e b r a t i o n s in 

j ° See Chapter Seven. 

3 9 Acadian Recorder June 22, J u l y 4, 1887. 

4 0 Veron ica Strong-Boag The Parliament of Women: The 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l of Women of Canada, 1893-1929 (Ottawa, 
1 9 7 6 ) , p . 188 -89 . 

4 1 See Appendix 1 . There i s some e v i d e n c e of female 
involvement in p r e - V i c t o r i a n c e l e b r a t i o n s . C o l l e y "The 
A p o t h e o s i s of George I I I " , p . 125 men t ions c o n s i d e r a b l e 
female i nves tmen t in r o y a l c e l e b r a t i o n s d u r i n g the r e i g n 
of George I I I , due t o h i s d o m e s t i c i t y , and a r i s e in 
f e m a l e p o l i t i c i z a t i o n . Thomas W. L a q u e u r " T h e Queen 
C a r o l i n e A f f a i r : P o l i t i c s as Art in t he Reign of George 
IV", Journal of Modern H i s t o r y , Vol . 54, September 1982, 
p p . 4 4 2 - 4 7 , d i s c u s s e s t h e p r e v a l e n t r o l e of women in 
d e f e n d i n g Queen C a r o l i n e a g a i n s t a c c u s a t i o n s of s e x u a l 
p r o m i s c u i t y , and in o r g a n i z i n g t h e i r own c e l e b r a t i o n s upon 
her a c q u i t t a l . 
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Saint John and Halifax did not necessarily mean harmonious 

and unanimous cooperation. Dissension frequently occurred 

over financial responsibility and the preferred mode of 

fund-raising . 

FINANCING 

B e f o r e 1 8 6 0 , c e l e b r a t i o n s w e r e f u n d e d by p r i v a t e 

s u b s c r i p t i o n s or c i v i c a s s e s s m e n t . Because Ha l i f ax was no t 

i n c o r p o r a t e d u n t i l 1 8 4 1 , c i t i z e n s s u b s i d i z e d Queen 

V i c t o r i a ' s c o r o n a t i o n and m a r r i a g e c e l e b r a t i o n s by p r i v a t e 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 42 Even a f t e r i n c o r p o r a t i o n in 1841 , t h e 

c e l e b r a t i o n of t h e b i r t h of t h e P r i n c e of W a l e s was 

f i n a n c e d t h r o u g h p r i v a t e c o l l e e t i o n s . 4 3 The n a t i o n a l 

s o c i e t i e s a l s o cadged fo r v o l u n t a r y s u b s c r i p t i o n s t o 

d e f r a y t h e e x p e n s e s of H a l i f a x ' s c e n t e n a r y in 1849.44 

S a i n t J o h n ' s e a r l i e r i n c o r p o r a t i o n mean t t h a t i t more 

f r e q u e n t l y f i nanced c e l e b r a t i o n s th rough c i v i c a s s e s s m e n t . 

The S a i n t John common c o u n c i l taxed t h e c i t i z e n s t o pay 

f o r t h e c o r o n a t i o n and m a r r i a g e f e s t i v i t i e s in 1838 and 

1 8 4 0 , a l t h o u g h b o a t i n g e n t h u s i a s t s o p e n e d a p r i v a t e 

4 / E x c e r p t in Acadian Recorder June 20, 1887; Times 
June 12, 1838. In 1840, t he n a t i o n a l s o c i e t i e s p r o v i d e d 
the e n t e r t a i n m e n t s . 

4 3 Novascot ian December 16 , 1841 . 

4 4 Times and Cour ier May 24, 1849; Novascot ian May 
2 1 , 1 8 4 9 . 
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subscription for the coronation regatta.45 

During the visit of the Prince of Wales in 1860, 

conflicts ensued in Saint John and Halifax over the 

financial responsibilities of the city and province, and 

the method of raising money for the event. In the case of 

Saint John, the city's responsibility to provide for the 

celebration seemed to be accepted without incident, 

probably because of the established practice of the city 

council in providing festivities for the inhabitants. At a 

special meeting in Fredericton, the mayor of Saint John, 

the provincial secretary of New Brunswick, and a couple of 

government members discussed cooperation between the civic 

and provincial authorities in organizing the reception. It 

was generally agreed that the city would take care of the 

decoration of the streets and squares, the firemen's 

procession, and other purely civic affairs, while the 

provincial government would finance the rest of the 

reception.46 Having agreed on the nature of the city's 

4 ̂  New Brunswick Courier June 9, 1838, May 16, 23, 
1840; Saint John Common Council Minutes, June 7, 15, July 
5, 1838, March 12, May 13, 1840, N.B. Museum. 

46 Morning News June 1, 1860; Freeman June 2, 1860. 
On June 1, I860, the Saint John common council requested 
that a bill be brought forward in the legislature to raise 
money for the decoration and "ornamenting" of the city, 
and "other preparations"--Samt John Common Council 
Minutes, June 1, 1860. At Saint John's public meeting to 
discuss the celebration, it was reported that the province 
had contributed money to provincial events—Freeman June 
28, 1860. In the council meeting of June 26th, several 
communications from the provincial secretary were read 
regarding the "arrangements" which the Government "is 
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s for t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

f rom S a i n t J o h n ' s common c o u n c i l and t h e p r o v i n c i a l 

e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l met l a t e r in F r e d e r i c t o n to d i s c u s s t h e 

amounts to be expended for the P r i n c e ' s r e c e p t i o n . 4 7 The 

c i t y ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s were e s t i m a t e d a t L1500, which t h e 

common c o u n c i l r e s o l v e d should be r a i s e d by a s s e s s m e n t . 

D e s p i t e S a i n t J o h n ' s t r a d i t i o n of t a x a t i o n for p u b l i c 

c e l e b r a t i o n s , and t h e e m e r g e n c e of t h e " c i t y " as t h e 

p r i m a r y u n i t of f i nance and o r g a n i z a t i o n , 4 8 some c i t i z e n s 

opposed a s se s smen t b e c a u s e t h e y o b j e c t e d t o making t h e 

poor pay for c e l e b r a t i o n s . The common c o u n c i l a t t e m p t e d to 

c i r cumven t t he problem by a s s e s s i n g on ly t h o s e who p a i d 

t a x e s of L5 or m o r e . 49 The mayor and c i t i z e n s formed a 

c o m m i t t e e t o r a i s e t h e money in a n t i c i p a t i o n of t h e 

a s s e s s m e n t , b u t were u n s u c c e s s f u l , so t hey r e t u r n e d the 

d i s p o s e d to a d v a n c e to c o v e r " t h e n e c e s s a r y e x p e n s e s - -
S a i n t John Common Counci l M i n u t e s , June 26, 1860, p . 373 . 

4 7 James Brown's J o u r n a l , June 28, 1860, N.B. Museum. 

4 8 A c h e s o n S a i n t J o h n , s e e c h a p t e r s on "Common 
Counc i l " and " P o l i t i c a l Reform". 

4 9 See r e s o l u t i o n s of common c o u n c i l , r e q u e s t i n g the 
members of the c i t y and county of S a i n t John t o g i v e t h e i r 
a s s e n t to the b i l l for a s s e s s m e n t , t o be b rough t forward 
a t t he nex t s e s s i o n of t h e l e g i s l a t u r e - - S a i n t John Common 
Counci l M i n u t e s , June 1, 15 , 1860. I t was e s t i m a t e d t h a t 
t h e L1500 would be covered by a b o u t 540 r a t e p a y e r s , in 
t a x e s va ry ing from 30s t o L30, or even more for a s e l e c t 
few—Morning News June 4 , 1860; Freeman June 2, 5, 1860. 
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the c o r p o r a t i o n . 50 The c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s 

were den ied a p r o v i n c i a l g r a n t because former advances had 

n o t been r e p a i d . 5 1 An e lement of c l a s s t e n s i o n p robab ly 

a l s o p layed a r o l e in t he p r o v i n c e ' s d e c i s i o n to r e f u s e 

the l o a n . In h i s poem on the v i s i t of the P r i n c e of Wales 

to S a i n t John, John A. Mace impl ied t h a t the p r o v i n c i a l 

g o v e r n m e n t ( m a i n l y c o m p r i s e d of p r o f e s s i o n a l s and 

m e r c h a n t s ) , saw the common c o u n c i l (dominated by upwardly 

m o b i l e a r t i s a n s and s h o p k e e p e r s ) a s " u p s t a r t s " o n l y 

i n t e r e s t e d in us ing t h e c e l e b r a t i o n to g e t a h e a d , w h i l e 

t h e common c o u n c i l r e s e n t e d the p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

c o n t r o l of t h e p u b l i c p u r s e : 

L e g i s l a t i n g men of j u s t i c e 
F r i e n d l y meet our C iv i c board ; 
Do not be a f r a i d to t r u s t u s , 

And your gold in c o f f e r s h o a r d . 
Help to ornament our c i t y — 

Rai se the Royal a r c h of fame, 
We've no p l o t l i k e the b a n d i t t i , 

Only t h i n k to ga in a name.52 

-5M The c i t y r e c o r d e r r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e r e would be no 
d i f f i c u l t y in r a i s i n g t h e money- -Sa in t John Common Counci l 
M i n u t e s , June 15, 1860. 

5 1 T h e m a y o r r e q u e s t e d a c o n f e r e n c e w i t h t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t - - S a i n t John Common Counci l Minu t e s , 
J u n e 1 5 , 1860 ; d r a f t of a p e t i t i o n to the G o v e r n o r - i n -
Counci l for a loan of L l 5 0 0 - - S a i n t John Common C o u n c i l 
Minutes June 19, 1860; t h e government could not accede to 
t he r e q u e s t , so t h e c o u n c i l a s k e d t h e mayor t o c a l l a 
p u b l i c m e e t i n g - - S a i n t John Common Counci l Minu te s , June 
23 , 1860; Freeman June 23 , J u l y 5, 1860. The n a t u r e of the 
c o r p o r a t i o n ' s unpaid advances a r e not s p e c i f i e d . 

5 2 John A. Mace "LINES. Composed upon the approaching 
v i s i t of H.R.H. t h e P r i n c e of Wales to New Brunswick" in 
Morning News J u l y 30, 1860. 
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The common council eventually authorized mayor McAvity to 

raise L500 for the East Side celebration committee and 

L100 for the West Side committee, by borrowing on the 

security of the L4000 Water Debentures, to be raised the 

following year by assessment.53 Eventually, in 1862, the 

expenses of the Prince's reception, which came to $986, 

were defrayed by assessing persons paying over $12 in 

taxes . 54 

Like their Saint John counterparts, the Halifax city 

council formed a committee to confer with the provincial 

government over the organization of the Prince's 

reception.55 Ac the public meeting convened by mayor 

Caldwell to discuss the eelebration,56 executive 

government member Joseph Howe put forward a resolution 

that the corporation be authorized and requested to make 

suitable preparations for the reception. Tory opposition 

5 3 Saint John Common Council Minutes, July 17, 1860. 

5 4 "Street Committee Report" in Saint John Common 
Council Minutes, April 9, 1862. 

55 Acadian Recorder May 12, 1860; Morning Journal May 
9, 1860; British Colonist May 9, 1860; Evening Express May 
7, 1860; Morning Sun May 11, 1860. Meeting of city council 
to discuss resolutions with the provincial government — 
Morning Sun May 28, 1860; letter from Joseph Howe to the 
mayor, May 14, 1860, regarding the appointment of the 
executive council committee, and a meeting scheduled with 
the Mayor and friends on May 15th—RG 1, Vol. 160, 1860, 
p. 24, PANS. 

56 Requisition requesting the mayor to convene a 
meeting-- Morning Sun May 23, 1860; Evening Express May 
23, 1860; Morning Journal May 23, 1860. 
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members and s y m p a t h i z e r s , l i k e Judge J . J . S t e w a r t , John 

T o b i n , Dr . C h a r l e s T u p p e r , Andrew M. Uniacke , and J.W. 

J o h n s t o n , argued t h a t the p rov ince should bear a l l of the 

e x p e n s e s , s i n c e the v i s i t was a p r o v i n c i a l a f f a i r , and the 

p r o v i n c i a l p a r l i a m e n t had unanimously passed an u n l i m i t e d 

v o t e of c r e d i t t o t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r f o r t h e 

s u b s i d i z a t i o n of a p u b l i c r e c e p t i o n fo r t h e P r i n c e of 

Wales .57 

Disagreement a l s o a ro se over how the money should be 

r a i s e d . Members of t h e o p p o s i t i o n f a v o u r e d s u b s c r i p t i o n 

o v e r a s s e s s m e n t , a r g u i n g t h a t the c i t i z e n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e poor who could not meet t h e i r c u r r e n t e x p e n s e s , should 

no t be t a x e d . John Tobin f e l t t h a t i t would not be f a i r to 

tax t h e H a l i g o n i a n s t w i c e , once for the p r o v i n c e , and then 

f o r t h e c i t y . J.W. Johns ton contended t h a t the p r e s e n t 

meet ing was not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e enough to a s s e s s for nex t 

y e a r ' s e x p e n s e s . As d a r k n e s s d e s c e n d e d , and people go t 

i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p a t i e n t , John T o b i n , a g a i n s t h i s b e t t e r 

j u d g e m e n t , s u c c e s s f u l l y moved t h a t t h e r e s o l u t i o n in 

->' P a r l i a m e n t ' s unanimous vo te of c red i t—Morning Sun 
May 2 3 , 1860; Novascot ian May 14, 1860. On May 7, 1860, 
t h e h o u s e of a s s e m b l y s e n t t h e v o t e of c r e d i t t o t h e 
l e g i s l a t i v e c o u n e I 1 - - M o r n i n g Sun J u n e 8 , 1860 . The 
l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r gave thanks for the g r a n t du r ing h i s 
p r o r o g a t i o n speech—Morning Sun May 14, 1860; Novascot ian 
May 1 4 , 1 8 6 0 ; Morning J o u r n a l May 1 4 , 1860; B r i t i s h 
C o l o n i s t May 17, 1860. 
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favour of civic contribution be passed.58 

The press also echoed this debate over the financial 

responsibilities of the city and province, and the 

preferred ineans of fund-raising. The Tory British Colonist 

accused the Liberal government cf throwing the expense and 

responsibility of the celebration on whomever wanted to 

assume it.59 The Liberal Novascotian, on the other hand, 

complained that the citizens who wanted the city to host 

the reception, but the province to pay for it, had the 

"most extraordinary ideas of the relative importance and 

rights of their city in comparison with the rest of the 

province", and treated the province as a sort of preserve 

for their own uses. The resolution to make Halifax bear 

some of the expense followed a reassessment of the 

financial difficulties of the administration, and the 

realization that Halifax would receive most of the 

benefits of the visit.60 

In a letter to the editor of the Evening Express, "An 

Economical Citizen" argued that "the poor should be 

protected, and I think it would be wrong to impose an 

additional tax on that which he is now bound to pay". A 

58 Accounts of the public meeting—Novascotian May 
28, 1860; Morning Sun May 25, 1860; Morning Journal May 
25, 1860; Evening Express May 25, 1860; British Colonist 
May 31, 1860. 

59 British Colonist May 24, 1860. 

60 Novascotian June 11, 1860. 
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s u b s c r i p t i o n , on t he o t h e r hand, would "g ive t he men who 

a r e now s u c k i n g t h e v e r y v i t a l s of the p rov ince d r y , a 

c h a n c e t o c o n t r i b u t e and show t h e i r l o y a l t y " * 6 1 in 

r e s p o n s e , "A R i g h t L o y a l C i t i z e n " m a i n t a i n e d t h a t 

v o l u n t a r y s u b s c r i p t i o n s u s u a l l y f e l l upon a few l i b e r a l 

i n d i v i d u a l s who d i s p e n s e d s u b s t a n t i a l a m o u n t s . T h i s 

e f f e c t i v e l y shu t out the poor , who, a l t h o u g h they wished 

to c o n t r i b u t e , were ashamed to p u t t h e i r meager g i f t s 

b e s i d e t h e l a r g e r d o n a t i o n s of t he a f f l u e n t . Assessment 

p e r m i t t e d eve ry c i t i z e n to c o n t r i b u t e r e g a r d l e s s of means, 

and gave them an i n t e r e s t in the ceremony. "A Right Loyal 

C i t i z e n " e s t i m a t e d t h a t t he poor man taxed ten s h i l l i n g s 

would be c a l l e d upon for one s h i l l i n g and t h r e e pence for 

t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , a b o u t t h e same amount expended f o r a 

n i g h t ' s amusement a t Temperance H a l l , and the proposed 

a t t r a c t i o n was even b e t t e r , f o r i t was a t h r e e d a y 

e x t r a v a g a n z a . 6 2 Some c o r r e s p o n d e n t s advoca ted a modif ied 

a s s e s s m e n t , such as t h a t enac ted in S a i n t John, in which 

a s s e s s m e n t was only l e v i e d on t hose who paid t a x e s over 

L5.63 

b l "An Economical C i t i z e n " in Evening Express May 30, 
June 6, 1860. He c r i t i c i z e d the i m p e r t i n e n c e of Howe in 
i n i t i a l l y p r o p o s i n g the t a x a t i o n of H a l i f a x , and d e c l a r e d 
t h a t t he c i t y c o u n c i l would be u n f i t for o f f i c e i f t h e y 
succumbed to the government on t h i s i s s u e . 

6 2 "A Right Loyal C i t i z e n " in Morning Journal May 30, 
1860. 

63 Acadian Recorder June 9, 1860. 
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As t h e T o r y a n t a g o n i s t s w i t h d r e w f r o m t h e 

c o n t r o v e r s y , H a l i f a x ' s c e l e b r a t i o n commit tee e v e n t u a l l y 

i roned o u t t h e v a r i o u s m o n e y - r e l a t e d d i s a g r e e m e n t s . The 

commit tee agreed t h a t t he c i t y shou ld be r e s p o n s i b l e for 

the c l e a n i n g , o r n a m e n t a t i o n , and i l l u m i n a t i o n of c i t y 

s t r e e t s and c i v i c b u i l d i n g s , t h e e r e c t i o n of l o c a l a r c h e s , 

and i n v i t a t i o n s to n e i g h b o r i n g mayor s , w h i l e t h e p r o v i n c e 

was a c c o u n t a b l e f o r t h e r e n o v a t i o n and d e c o r a t i o n of 

p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , p r o v i n c i a l a r c h e s , s t a t e d i n n e r s , and 

t h e l e v e e . 6 4 The m e t h o d of f u n d - r a i s i n g was a l s o 

d e t e r m i n e d , a s t h e c i t y c o u n c i l ag reed t o a u t h o r i z e t h e 

borrowing of L1000 for t h e i r p a r t in t h e r e c e p t i o n , t o be 

a s s e s s e d and r e p a i d in 1861.65 

F i n a n c i n g c o n t i n u e d t o be a bone of c o n t e n t i o n in 

l a t e r c e l e b r a t i o n s . In S a i n t John and H a l i f a x , d i s p u t e s 

a r o s e o v e r t h e a m o u n t of t h e e x p e n d i t u r e f o r Queen 

V i c t o r i a ' s go lden j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n in 1887. Because t h e 

j u b i l e e was a c i v i c e v e n t , 6 6 d i v i s i o n s o c c u r r e d over t he 

a u t h o r i t y of t h e c i v i c g o v e r n m e n t and t h e c i t i z e n s ' 

c o m m i t t e e s , no t over the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of t h e p r o v i n c e 

6 4 Committee Meet ings June 4 , J u l y 7, 1860, Minutes 
of the M e e t i n g s of t h e C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e R e c e p t i o n of 
H.R.H. t h e P r i n c e of Wales , 1860. 

6 5 Evening Express May 30, June 6, 1860. Morning Sun 
J u n e 4 , 1 1 , Augus t 2 0 , 1 8 6 0 ; B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t June 7 , 
September 27 , 1860; Novascot ian October 1 , 1860. The t o t a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e s of t h e c i t y c o u n c i l s l i g h t l y e x c e e d e d t h e 
a u t h o r i z e d amount, a t L1175. 

6 6 Herald May 3 , 1887; Acadian Recorder May 3 , 1887. 
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and city as during the 1860 visit. 

In Saint John, the citizens adopted a program at 

their public meeting, which required $1750-$2000. They 

proposed to ask the common council for only $1500, the 

remainder of which was to be raised by subscriptions. 67 

However, when the jubilee committee submitted the report 

to the common council for approval, controversy erupted 

over the size of the amount requested. Some common 

councillors contended that $1000 was sufficient, while 

another proposed that no assessment should be made because 

of the "depressed state of business". Eventually the 

original request for $1500 was passed, but only by a 

margin of one vote. 68 

A much more serious dispute arose in Halifax over the 

financing of the golden jubilee. John Allison Bell, an 

elderly Haligonian, commented regarding the celebration: 

There has been much squabbling about it for some 
months back, how and when it was to be done, who 
should have the management or it, and the 
foremost places in it, how much should be spent 
and who should spend it.69 

A few months before the celebration, a city council report 

6 7 Daily Sun May 24, 1887. 

6 8 Daily Sun May 24, 1887 thought that the 
recommendation of $1500 would not meet the approval of a 
majority of the taxpayers, who would draw the line at 
$1000. Along with the council's $1500, the citizens also 
subscribed $926, which made a total of $1926 for the 
celebration—Daily Sun June 28, 1887. 

69 Diary of John Allison Bell, June 23, 1887, PANS. 
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containing recommendations for the event was adopted 

without amendment at a public meeting. The citizens of the 

meeting instructed the city council to apply to the 

legislature, requesting the power to borrow $8000, $3000 

of which was for the founding of the Victoria School of 

Art and Design, designated as a jubilee memorial, and the 

remainder for the rest of the jubilee program. Despite 

some disagreement over the size of the grant, the 

legislators passed the bill.70 Shortly after, the general 

organizing committee adopted the same report.71 However, 

when the jubilee finance committee (the executive of the 

general committee) presented their proposal to the city 

council, several aldermen opposed what they considered to 

be an overly large expenditure, and proposed various 

alternatives, all of which were rejected. In the end, the 

council appointed a special committee to discuss the 

celebration expenditure with the citizens' committee.72 

A degree of class tension arose as prominent members 

of the general organizing committee, like Col. Ronald B. 

Lane and William Ross, aligned themselves against the 

tradesmen of the aldermanic committee, accusing them of 

7 0 Citizen May 3, 1887; as related by A.C. Edwards 
in a letter to the editor of Citizen and Evening Chronicle 
May 31, 1887; Critic March 18, 1887; Herald May 3, 1887; 
Acadian Recorder May 3, June 2, 1887. 

7i Herald May 3, 1887; Acadian Recorder May 3, 1887. 

7 2 Acadian Recorder May 24, 1887; Herald May 24, 
1887; Citizen May 24, 1887. 
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disloyalty because of their refusal to grant a large 

expenditure. However, the composer of a letter to the 

Acadian Recorder did not think that the "extent of our 

loyalty" should be "gauged by the amount of our 

expenditure". He advocated a modest appropriation, to be 

supplemented by a subscription if desired.73 The editor of 

the Acadian Recorder agreed: "we should regret to hear the 

word Nloyalty' too much bandied about in relation to this 

celebration". He also urged moderation: 

We must respectfully beg our enthusiastic 
friends of the committee to go slow. Perhaps 
everybody is not as enthusiastic over the matter 
as their dear selves... Nothing very marvelous is 
going to happen anyhow. We must not make 
ourselves ridiculous by a bombastic attempt at 
something very large, when in reality there 
xain't nothin' to it'.74 

Rumours developed that the organizing committee 

wanted a large expenditure to help finance their own 

private festivities. Initially, $325 of the celebration 

fund had been earmarked for "incidentals". "The Tax 

Payers" sent a letter to the Acadian Recorder, raging: "He 

must be a thick-headed person who does not know what this 

means. A Jollification all to themselves by the committee 

and their particular friends."75 Another correspondent 

requested that the committee be more explicit regarding 

73 "V.P." in Acadian Recorder May 26, 1887. 

74 Acadian Recorder May 24, 28, 1887. 

75 "The Tax Payers" in Acadian Recorder May 24, 1887. 
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the i n c i d e n t a l s : " I f our money i s going to be w a s t e d , a t 

l e a s t l e t us know w h a t f o r I " 7 6 S i n c e t h e e v e n t u a l 

f i n a n c i a l s t a t e m e n t d i d n o t i n c l u d e a c a t e g o r y f o r 

" i n c i d e n t a l s " , i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t t h i s money was 

a l l o c a t e d for more e x p l i c i t e x p e n s e s . 7 7 

Hard f e e l i n g s between the c i t i z e n s ' commit tee and t h e 

c i t y c o u n c i l e r u p t e d i n a s e r i o u s way when an amended 

program for $3000 was adopted a t a p r i v a t e meet ing of t h e 

c i t y c o u n c i l c o m m i t t e e , and p u b l i s h e d in t h e Acadian 

Recorder.78 At a j o i n t meet ing of the c o m m i t t e e s , a number 

of c i t i z e n s , i n c l u d i n g W i l l i a m R o s s , t h o u g h t t h a t t h e 

c o u n c i l committee had gone beyond i t s power and i n t e n d e d 

a u t h o r i t y in d r a f t i n g t he program. Although the j u b i l e e 

commi t t ee .had been " o v e r - r u l e d " by the c i t y c o u n c i l , P rof . 

S u m i c h r a s t , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e Roya l Nova S c o t i a 

Yacht Club , and W.S. F i e l d i n g , t he p r o v i n c i a l s e c r e t a r y , 

p o i n t e d out t h a t i t would be even more h u m i l i a t i n g to t h e 

honour of Ha l i f ax i f t h e commit tee was to r enege on i t s 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s e n t i r e l y . F i e l d i n g s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e y 

s h o u l d go t h r o u g h t h e p r o g r a m and s ee i f t h e r e was 

a n y t h i n g t h e y c o u l d c h a n g e or r e d u c e . S e v e r a l a n g r y 

m e m b e r s t h o u g h t t h a t t h e f u n c t i o n s of t h e c i t i z e n s ' 

7 6 " v . P . " in Acadian Recorder May 26, 1887. 

7 7 " C i t y A u d i t o r ' s Repor t " in C i t y of H a l i f a x , Annual 
Report, 1887-88 , p . 65 , PANS. 

7 8 Acadian Recorder May 27 , 1887. 
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c o m m i t t e e had been t a k e n away . I t was moved t h a t t h e 

e x e c u t i v e should r e s i g n and l e a v e the m a t t e r to the c i t y 

c o u n c i l , b u t t h e m o t i o n was e v e n t u a l l y w i t h d r a w n . The 

d i s c u s s i o n went on u n t i l wel l a f t e r m i d n i g h t , w i th l i t t l e 

r e s o l v e d . 7 9 

The c o u n c i l committee defended i t s e l f a t a meet ing of 

t h e c i t y c o u n c i l . They a r g u e d t h a t t h e c i t i z e n s had 

f o r g o t t e n t h e v e t o - p o w e r of t h e c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s ; t he 

l e g i s l a t u r e had passed the a c t for t h e l o a n , s u b j e c t to 

t h e a p p r o v a l of t h e c o u n c i l , s t i p u l a t i n g t h a t on ly t he 

" n e c e s s a r y " p a r t of the amount was t o be expended. If t he 

c i t i z e n s h a d d o n e e x t e n s i v e p l a n n i n g , i t was 

" u n a u t h o r i z e d " , and t h e i r a c t i o n was a c o n t e m p t of t h e 

c i t y c o u n c i l . Alderman W o r r a l l r e p e a t e d t he a c c u s a t i o n 

t h a t the e x e c u t i v e commit tee i n t ended to d i v e r t much of 

t h e money i n t o a fund for p r i v a t e i n c i d e n t a l s . He could 

not j u s t i f y a l a r g e e x p e n d i t u r e on a s p e c t a c l e , when they 

needed the money for s t r e e t s , r o a d s , w a t e r , l i g h t i n g and 

o t h e r p u b l i c s e r v i c e s . The commit tee a l s o p o i n t e d out t h a t 

p r o m i n e n t r a t e - p a y e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y from Ward One, the 

" c o u r t end" of town,80 t h r e a t e n e d to hold p r o t e s t m e e t i n g s 

/ y For a c c o u n t s of t he m e e t i n g , see Acadian Recorder 
May 28, 1887; C i t i z e n May 28, 1887; Herald May 28, 1887. 

8 0 G u i l d f o r d , " P u b l i c School Reform", p . 49 . 
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if a large expenditure was permitted.81 Furthermore, the 

poor, who paid the "bulk" of the taxes, undoubtedly did 

not wish to "see their hard earned money wasted in 

jollifications m which they had no part".82 The city 

council passed an amendment that a council committee be 

appointed to work with the general committee in planning a 

program, the cost of which would not exceed $3000.83 

A simultaneous meeting of the citizens' committee 

incurred further animosity. After hearing of the city 

council's decision,84 the citizens agreed to pass the 

entire affair into the hands of the city. Again playing 

the role of the mediator and pacifier, W.S. Fielding added 

that the amendment should not be understood as a defiant 

gesture, but as an act which was made in the best 

interests of the city and the celebration, a statement 

which undoubtedly did not represent the views of all 

members. Fielding also did not wish to exclude those who 

still wanted to be involved in the celebration, adding to 

81 "The Tax Payers" in Acadian Recorder May 25, 
1887. Also see reports of the city council committee 
meeting in Acadian Recorder May 27, 1887. 

8 2 "V.P." in Acadian Recorder May 26, 1887. 

83 Acadian Recorder May 28, June 1, 1887; Herald June 
1, 1887; Citizen June 1, 1887. 

8 4 "A Member of the Executive Committee" criticized 
the condescension of the council committee, only half of 
whom turned up at the citizens' meeting, which meant that 
the citizens' committee ended up waiting on the former, 
instead of vice versa—Citizen May 31, 1887. 
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the amendment that the celebration be left to the city 

council "and such citizens as they may wish to associate 

with them for that purpose". The Citizen and the Halifax 

Herald recorded a unanimous vote for the amendment, but the 

Acadian Recorder sensed no particular interest "pro or con", 

as the motion was hurriedly put and passed, and the meeting 

confusedly "broke-up".85 The council committee reported back 

to the city council with the decision of the executive, and 

with the recommendation that the mayor and aldermen form 

the committee of management.86 The city council unanimously 

passed the recommendation, and formulated a program on a 

$3000 limit.87 

The Critic saw the transfer of responsibility as the 

best move for all involved,88 but the Halifax Herald blamed 

the resignation of the citizens' committee on the "vicious 

element" of the city council, who "caviled" over and 

obstructed the progress of the committee, preventing any 

continuation with their self-respect intact. The editor 

feared that certain events, like the sports and races, which 

"require skill and experience in their management, such as 

00 Citizen June 1, 1887; 
Herald June 1, 1887. 

8 6 Citizen June 4, 1887; 
Herald June 4, 1887. 

8 7 Morning Sun May 24, 26 
financial matters. 

8 8 Critic June 3, 1887. 

Acadian Recorder June 1, 1887; 

Acadian Recorder June 4, 1887; 

, June 28, 1887, for wrap up of 
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the city council does not possess", would consequently 

suffer.89 The secretary of the executive committee, A.C. 

Edwards, submitted a couple of letters to the press, 

explaining the position of the committee. He contended that 

what particularly provoked the citizens' committee was the 

sudden negation of their authority and hard work, and its 

replacement with a hurriedly drawn-up proposal.90 

As the details of the 1887 debacle illustrate, 

collaboration during public celebrations often degenerated 

into conflict. The rhetoric of public occasions usually 

painted a neo-Durkheimian image of celebrations as 

ceremonial activities which "tend[ed] to promote a good 

understanding among persons of all classes", and encouraged 

men to "forget their political feuds, and their sectional 

oy Herald June 1, 1887. 
g 0 

Secretary Edward's letter in Citizen May 31, 1887; 
Herald May 31, 1887. Also see letter in Citizen June 2, 1887; 
Herald June 2, 1887. Similar issues were discussed in the 
letter submitted by "A Member of the Executive Committee" in 
Citizen May 31, 1887. In 1897, the Nova Scotia government 
refused Halifax a grant for the diamond jubilee celebration-
-Acadian Recorder May 14, 1897; Daily Echo May 14, 1897. The 
Daily Echo worried that the $1500 raised by the city council 
in 1897 was too small, and that Halifax would be outdone by 
other colonial cities—Daily Echo May 8, 12, 1897. The "City 
Auditor's Report" in City of Halifax, Annual Report, 1897-98, 
p. 67, notes that the council voted $1500 for the diamond 
jubilee celebration. The eventual expenses came to $1732.43, 
the difference being charged to the contingent account. 
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j e a l o u s i e s " . 9 1 i n d e e d , by 1860, c e l e b r a t i o n s were marked 

by an i n c r e a s i n g c o l l a b o r a t i o n of the c i v i c , p r o v i n c i a l , 

i m p e r i a l , a n d m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s , v o l u n t a r y 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and c i t i z e n s ' c o m m i t t e e s , t h e l a t t e r of 

which had widened by the l a t e V i c t o r i a n per iod to i n c l u d e 

women and members of the lower middle and upper work ing 

c l a s s e s . However , the c o o p e r a t i o n of t he se groups of ten 

led to d i s a g r e e m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y over t h e f i n a n c i n g of 

t h e c e l e b r a t i o n s . The d i s p u t e s ove r money i n s t i g a t e d 

t e n s i o n s and c o n f l i c t s b e t w e e n t h e lower m i d d l e - and 

r e s p e c t a b l e w o r k i n g - c l a s s members of the c i v i c c o u n c i l s , 

and the p r o f e s s i o n a l and merchant e l i t e s of the p r o v i n c i a l 

government , as wel l as between c e l e b r a t i o n o r g a n i z e r s and 

r a t e - p a y e r s . T h i s d i s s e n s i o n s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l i t e and indeed the middle c l a s s i t s e l f , 

was not u n i t a r y and c o h e s i v e in t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

b u t was compr i sed of a number of c o m p e t i t i v e groups and 

i n d i v i d u a l s , o f t en a t c r o s s - p u r p o s e s wi th each o t h e r . As 

Frank E. Manning has commented: 

As a p u b l i c and p a r t i c i p a t o r y p h e n o m e n o n , 
c e l e b r a t i o n i s u n u s u a l l y open to c o n f l i c t i n g 
c l a i m s . S o c i a l r i v a l s c o n t e n d f o r p o w e r , 
p r e s t i g e , and o t h e r o b j e c t i v e s w i t h i n t h e 
c o n t e x t of c e l e b r a t i o n and beyond i t . Like o t h e r 
c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n s , t h e r e f o r e , c e l e b r a t i o n 
does not s imply ' r e f l e c t ' the p o l i t i c a l f i e l d . 
I t i s i n t e g r a l l y , and i n f l u e n t i a l l y , p a r t of 

Novascot ian May 24, 1858. 
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i t . " 9 2 

An a n a l y s i s of t h e r o l e of t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r in 

p u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n s r e i n f o r c e s t h e c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s and 

l i l - d e f i n e d n a t u r e o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e p o w e r s and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of t h e a u t h o r i t i e s and t h e c i t i z e n s 

d u r i n g the V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d . 

9 2 Frank E. Manning "Cosmos and Chaos : C e l e b r a t i o n in 
t h e Modern W o r l d " , i n F r a n k E. M a n n i n g ( e d . ) The 
C e l e b r a t i o n of S o c i e t y . P e r s p e c t i v e s on Contemporary 
Cul tura l Performance (Bowling Green , Ohio', 1 9 8 3 ) , p . 28 . 



Chapter 2 

THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 

In t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e l i e u t e n a n t -

governor f u n c t i o n e d as t he i m p e r i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , and 

the head of the c o l o n i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t . He appoin ted the 

e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l l o r s who c o n s t i t u t e d ( w i t h him) t h e 

r u l i n g o l i g a r c h y . During p u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n s , he hos t ed 

and a t t e n d e d b a l l s and l e v e e s , and e x e r c i s e d r o y a l 

p r e r o g a t i v e s , such as the p r o c l a m a t i o n of p u b l i c h o l i d a y s , 

t h e r e c e p t i o n and t r a n s m i s s i o n of c o n g r a t u l a t o r y 

a d d r e s s e s , and t h e pa rdon ing of p r i s o n e r s . By m i d - c e n t u r y , 

however, c o l o n i s t s had begun to q u e s t i o n t he c h a r a c t e r of 

the e x i s t i n g government . Lower m i d d l e - c l a s s shopkeepers in 

Nova S c o t i a hoped for more p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n in t h e 

new c o r p o r a t i o n of H a l i f a x in 1 8 4 1 , b u t were l a r g e l y 

d i s a p p o i n t e d , as members of t h e r u l i n g o l i g a r c h y assumed 

c o n t r o l of t h e f i r s t c i v i c g o v e r n m e n t in an e f f o r t to 

m a i n t a i n t h e i r hegemony . The f i r s t mayor of H a l i f a x , 

Stephen Binney, and f e l l ow Tory members of the o l i g a r c h y , 

used t h e c e l e b r a t i o n of t h e v i s i t of t h e P r i n c e de 

J o m v i i l e and the b i r t h of the P r i n c e of Wales in 1841 to 

u s u r p t h e v i c e - r e g a l p r e r o g a t i v e s of t h e l i e u t e n a n t -

g o v e r n o r , and expand t h e i r p e r s o n a l powers and those of 

the new c o r p o r a t i o n . In t h i s c o n t e x t , t h e c e l e b r a t i o n 

r e p r e s e n t e d and p r o m o t e d "dynamic p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s e s , 

i n c l u d i n g the r e a l i g n m e n t of f o r c e s and i n t e r e s t s w i t h i n 

59 
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the body politic".! The lieutenant-governor suffered serious 

challenges a few years later, as the achievement of 

responsible government in 1848 officially reduced his status 

to that of an impartial arbitrator. The strengthening of 

party lines meant that attacks on the lieutenant-governor 

became largely partisan in nature. Members of the opposition 

frequently attacked the lieutenant-governor during public 

celebrations as a means of publicly censuring his 

administration. Confederation eventually transformed the 

lieutenant-governor from a royal representative to a federal 

officer, thereby removing his royal privileges. 

This analysis of the changing role of the lieutenant-

governor focusses on Halifax, the residence of Nova Scotia's 

imperial representative, and the seat of the provincial 

government. Since Saint John was not the centre of 

provincial politics in New Brunswick, the lieutenant-

governor was not as visible and thus not as politically 

controversial. Furthermore, Saint John's incorporation in 

1785 meant that the common council had ironed out its civic 

responsibilities much earlier than Halifax, jealously 

guarding its civic territory from the incursions of 

"proprietorial families", the garrison, and even the 

Frank E. Manning "Cosmos and Chaos: Celebrations in the 
Modern World", in Frank E. Manning (ed.) The Celebration of 
Society. Perspectives on Contemporary Cultural Performance 
(Bowling Green Ohio, 1983), pp. 9, 24. 
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l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , a l though in e s s e n c e , t h e mayor was 

the g o v e r n o r ' s man by v i r t u e of the c i t y ' s roya l c h a r t e r . 

In any c a s e , t h e S a i n t John common c o u n c i l d i d n o t 

e x p e r i e n c e the same degree of v u l n e r a b i l i t y in s t r u g g l e s 

for power and r e c o g n i t i o n with the p r o v i n c i a l government 

and i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t i e s dur ing the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , as 

d id the r e l a t i v e l y new Hal i fax c i t y c o u n c i l , which had ye t 

to c h a r t out i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and powers .2 

The emergence of the new c o r p o r a t i o n of H a l i f a x in 

1841 served to c h a l l e n g e the a u t h o r i t y of the p r o v i n c e ' s 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r . P r i o r to i n c o r p o r a t i o n , H a l i f a x had 

b e e n g o v e r n e d b y m a g i s t r a t e s , d o m i n a t e d by a 

m e r c h a n t / p r o f e s s i o n a l g e n t r y , who were a p p o i n t e d by t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , or through a p r o c e s s of c o - o p t i o n , 

and a g r a n d j u r y , c h o s e n by l o t from among t h e more 

a f f l u e n t r a t e - p a y e r s . In the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , the 

" shopocracy" of Ha l i f ax c u l t i v a t e d a d e s i r e for the reform 

of t h e munic ipa l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of H a l i f a x . These master 

c ra f t smen and r e t a i l e r s had exper ienced i n c r e a s e d p r o p e r t y 

a c c u m u l a t i o n , y e t w e r e n o t a ccommoda ted w i t h i n t h e 

e x i s t i n g governmenta l s t r u c t u r e . The l o s s of income and 

s e c u r i t y as a r e s u l t of t he hard t imes of the mid -1830 ' s 

a l s o f o s t e r e d d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n with the merchant community, 

and a demand f o r t h e l i b e r a l i z a t i o n of t h e g e n t r y -

2 T.W. Acheson S a i n t John . The Making o f a C o l o n i a l 
Urban Community ( T o r o n t o , 1 9 8 5 ) , p p . 4 4 - 4 6 . 
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dominated Angl ican Tory a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Thomas F o r r e s t e r , 

an i n f l u e n t i a l d ry goods r e t a i l e r , encouraged Joseph Howe, 

t he l e a d i n g Nova S c o t i a n r e f o r m e r , to adopt i n c o r p o r a t i o n 

a s an a t t e m p t to p e n e t r a t e t h e b o u n d a r i e s of t he urban 

g e n t r y . D e s p i t e H o w e ' s i n i t i a l r e s e r v a t i o n t h a t 

c o r p o r a t i o n s would remain " s t r o n g h o l d s of o l i g a r c h y " , he 

was swayed by E n g l a n d ' s 1835 Munic ipa l C o r p o r a t i o n s A c t , 

which r e o r g a n i z e d l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t in a more l i b e r a l 

manner. That y e a r , Howe won a l i b e l s u i t for p u b l i s h i n g a 

l e t t e r condemning the c o r r u p t i o n of the m a g i s t r a t e s and 

p o l i c e . Both Howe and F o r r e s t e r won s e a t s a s r e f o r m e r s 

d u r i n g the p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n in 1836. They p r e s e n t e d a 

b i l l for t he i n c o r p o r a t i o n of H a l i f a x to t h e assembly on 

March 2 1 , 1837, F e b r u a r y 14, 1838, and in J a n u a r y 1839, 

b u t were met by e l i t e o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e e x p e n s e and 

l e v e l l i n g p o t e n t i a l of i n c o r p o r a t i o n , and the h i n t e r l a n d ' s 

s u s p i c i o n of "urban a g g r a n d i z e m e n t " . 

Only t h e v i s i t of G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l C h a r l e s P o u l e t t 

Thomson (Lord Sydenham) t o H a l i f a x in 1840 c o u l d b r i n g 

a b o u t some p o s i t i v e a c t i o n . D u r i n g h i s v i s i t , t h e 

g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l c r e a t e d a c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t b e t w e e n 

Reformers and modera te C o n s e r v a t i v e s in Nova S c o t i a , and 

gave g e n e r a l a p p r o v a l to e l e c t i v e m u n i c i p a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 

as a c o n c e s s i o n to Joseph Howe for h i s e n t r a n c e i n t o t h e 

c o a l i t i o n . He l e f t t h e d e t a i l s of i n c o r p o r a t i o n to t h e new 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r of Nova S c o t i a , Lord F a l k l a n d . The 
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coalition went to work behind the scenes and on April 10, 

1841, Halifax was incorporated.3 

Controversy eventually erupted over the narrow 

qualifications for voters and office-holders.4 voters had 

to own or lease a dwelling house having an annual value of 

£20, which limited the franchise to about 800 of HaliEax's 

2500 ratepayers. The city council positions were 

restricted to those owning or occupying a dwelling house 

having an annual value of £30, and possessing real and 

personal property valued at E-500, while the aldermen and 

mayor had to meet the parallel qualifications of £50 and 

£1000. Only about 100 residents were subsequently eligible 

to run for civic office.5 Despite declared opposition to 

municipal reform, "considerations of self-preservation" 

forced members of the merchant oligarchy to contest for 

J This discussion of the developments leading up to 
incorporation is based on D.A. Sutherland "Thomas 
Forrester", Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Vol. 7, pp. 
307-09; D.A. Sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax", 
unpublished paper (I wish to thank David Sutherland for 
sharing his research); and J. Murray Beck The Evolution of 
Municipal Government in Nova Scotia, 1749-1973. A Study 
Prepared for the Nova Scotia Royal Commission on 
Education, Public Services, and Provincial-Municipal 
Relations, September, 1973, Chapters 2 and 3. 

4 Beck The Evolution of Municipal Government p. 14; 
Sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax, 1841", p. 16; 
Sutherland "Thomas Forrester", p. 308. 

-" Sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax", pp. 
16,17; Beck The Evolution of Municipal Government, pp. 14, 
15. In 1849, the position of the city councillor was 
abolished, and E.500 of real or personal property above all 
encumbrances was prescribed as the qualification for 
mayor, aldermen, and assessors. 
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s e a t s d u r i n g the f i r s t c i v i c e l e c t i o n on May 12, 1841.6 

According to William C. Borrett: 

the most bitter opponents of that principle 
[incorporation] were among the first to offer 
themselves as confidantes, and thereby get 
control of the new civic government, and so 
their own interests, and maintain their old 
policy of social and political exclusiveness.7 

In the first civic election, merchants captured the 

mayorship, as well as all of the aldermanic positions, 

eleven seats on the city council, and four of the city 

assessors' posts. The shopocracy picked up the remaining 

eight positions as assessors, and seven seats on the 

council. Thus, incorporation served to "modify" but not 

"terminate" the tradition of merchant/gen try 

"ascendance".8 

The disputes over incorporation seemed to disappear 

by June 8, 1841, as the celebration of the founding of the 

city was combined with the celebration of incorporation. 

At the joint festivities, the new mayor, aldermen, city 

council, and recorder enjoyed a procession and 

enthusiastic reception. After a boat cruise, an escort of 

° D.A. Sutherland "The merchants of Halifax, 1815-
1850: a commercial class in pursuit of metropolitan 
status", Ph.D. Thesis, University of Toronto, 1975, p. 353. 

7 William C. Borrett "The First Mayor. A Pompous 
Gentleman", in East Coast Port and Other Tales Told Under 
the Old Town Clock (Halifax, 1944), pp. 83-84. For names 
of men on the first council, see Acadian Recorder January 
17, 1872. 

8 Sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax, 1841", p. 
19. 
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a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 , 0 0 0 w a i t e d on t h e mayor a t h i s r e s i d e n c e , 

and o f f e r e d c h e e r s f o r him and h i s new c i v i c g o v e r n m e n t . 9 

A few mon ths l a t e r , h o w e v e r , a feud d e v e l o p e d b e t w e e n 

t h e new m a y o r , S t e p h e n B i n n e y , and L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r 

F a l k l a n d . T h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p e r s o n a l i t i e s and b a c k g r o u n d s 

seemed t o e n s u r e a n t a g o n i s m . S t e p h e n B i n n e y came from an 

e s t a b l i s h e d T o r y A n g l i c a n f a m i l y . H i s f a t h e r , H i b b e r t 

Newton B i n n e y , s e r v e d a s t h e c o l l e c t o r of i m p o s t and 

e x c i s e f o r ove r f i f t y y e a r s , a j o b which was l a t e r t a k e n 

o v e r by Edward B i n n e y , S t e p h e n ' s b r o t h e r . S t e p h e n B i n n e y 

m a r r i e d t h e d a u g h t e r of W i l l i a m P r y o r , a p r o m i n e n t 

m e r c h a n t , w h i l e h i s b r o t h e r , S t e p h e n Newton B i n n e y , 

m a r r i e d i n t o t h e m e r c h a n t f a m i l y of W. A . B l a c k . 10 Lord 

F a l k l a n d , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , was an a r i s t o c r a t , w i t h an 

" e g o c e n t r i c t e m p e r a m e n t " , who " l a c k e d a d r o i t n e s s , p l i a n c y , 

and s e l f - e f f a c i n g d e t a c h m e n t t o be an a d e p t m a n a g e r of 

c o l o n i a l p o l i t i c i a n s o r a s k i l l f u l m o d e r a t o r of t h e i r 

f a c t i o n a l r i v a l r i e s " . He l o a t h e d t h e " u p s t a r t p r e t e n s i o n s " 

of t h e " d i e - h a r d T o r i e s of t h e o l d o f f i c i a l and m e r c h a n t 

c l i q u e " in Nova S c o t i a , s u c h a s S t e p h e n B i n n e y . I n d e e d , 

F a l k l a n d d e s c r i b e d B i n n e y a s "a weak v a i n man, p r o u d of 

9 Borrett "The First Mayor", pp. 82-83. 

1 0 B i n n e y ' s nephew, son of t h e Rev. H i b b e r t B i n n e y , 
l a t e r became B i s h o p H i b b e r t B i n n e y — E n t r y unde r " H i b b e r t 
N e w t o n B i n n e y " , i n "New E n g l a n d e r s i n Nova S c o t i a " , 
C r o w e l l ' s S c r a p b o o k , p . 2 2 4 , PANS; S u t h e r l a n d " T h e 
m e r c h a n t s of H a l i f a x " , p . 3 5 7 ; C. A l e x a n d e r P i n c o m b e 
" S t e p h e n B i n n e y " , D i c t i o n a r y o f Canadian B i o g r a p h y " , V o l . 
1 0 , p . 66 . 
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h i s o f f i c e , w i t h s o m e w h a t u l t r a i d e a s of h i s own 

i m p o r t a n c e " . 1 1 

The d i s p u t e in q u e s t i o n between Fa lk l and and Binney 

began when t h e mayor r e fused t o l i f t t h e c i t y ' s q u a r a n t i n e 

r e s t r i c t i o n s to a l l ow t h e s m a l l p o x - i n f e s t e d s h i p s of the 

v i s i t i n g French P r i n c e de J o i n v i l l e (son of King L o u i s 

P h i l i p p e of F r a n c e ) , t o land in Ha l i f ax on September 6, 

1841.12 The p r i n c e and the l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r d e f i e d the 

r e s t r i c t i o n , and h e l d a number of e v e n t s to mark t h e 

o c c a s i o n , i n c l u d i n g a b a l l and a c o u p l e of d i n n e r s . 

Although t h e new mayor and Mrs . B i n n e y were i n v i t e d t o 

Government House on t h e i r way t o the b a l l t o be p r e s e n t e d 

t o t h e P r i n c e , Mayor B i n n e y d e c l i n e d t h e i n v i t a t i o n , 

b e l i e v i n g he s h o u l d h a v e been i n v i t e d to d i n e wi th t he 

p r i n c e , s i n c e , as he p o i n t e d o u t , he was nex t in power and 

a u t h o r i t y t o L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r F a l k l a n d . T h i s 

i m p e r t i n e n c e angered F a l k l a n d , who p r o c e e d e d t o d i s m i s s 

1 1 N o v a s c o t i a n November 4 , 1 8 4 1 ; Lord F a l k l a n d to 
Lord John R u s s e l l , D e c e m b e r 2 0 , 1 8 4 1 , a s q u o t e d i n 
S u t h e r l a n d "The m e r c h a n t s of H a l i f a x " , p . 354. Even a 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t who s u p p o r t e d Mayor Binney admi t t ed t h a t t he 
mayor could be an "o f f end ing and o b n o x i o u s . . . i n d i v i d u a l " - -
"A C i t i z e n " in t he H a l i f a x Times J a n u a r y 18 , 1842, p . 23 . 
For t h e d e s c r i p t i o n of F a l k l a n d , s e e P e t e r B u r r o u g h s 
"Lucius Ben t inck Cary , 10 th V i s c o u n t F a l k l a n d " , D i c t i o n a r y 
of Canadian B i o g r a p h y , V o l . 1 1 , p p . 1 5 5 - 5 6 ; Thomas H. 
Radda l l a l s o n o t e s t h a t Lord F a l k l a n d had no t a c t when i t 
came t o d e a l i n g wi th " c o l o n i a l s " , and t h a t he was t h e l a s t 
of a long l i n e of g o v e r n o r s wi th t h e same problem--Thomas 
H. Raddal l Hal i fax Warden of the North (London, 1 9 5 0 ) , p . 
194. 

Sutherland "The merchants of Halifax", p. 354. 
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Binney from his staff as militia aid de camp, to be 

replaced by Captain John McNab, a relative of Joseph 

Howe's wife. Howe played down the significance of the 

office, and Binney's predicament, joking that 99 out of 

100 Haligonians could not have cared less "whether Colonel 

Binney or Capt . McNab cut up the Governor's Turkies or 

[led] Dowagers into Dinner". 13 Although the Mayor later 

presented an address to the prince, and was invited to the 

regatta ball, he reportedly "never forgave the social 

affront of ranking him below the members of the Provincial 

Government".14 

In the aftermath of the prince's visit, anti-Falkland 

papers, such as the Halifax Times, began a tirade against 

the lieutenant-governor for his treatment of Mayor 

Binney.15 in response, Lord Falkland contended that since 

the "Prince de Joinville affair", Binney had become a tool 

of a party opposed to his administration, and had also 

shown considerable bitterness to the lieutenant-governor 

personally.16 Joseph Howe, who had the personal confidence 

13 Novascotian September 30, 1841, as quoted in J. 
Murray Beck Joseph Howe. Conservative Reformer 1804-1848 
(Kingston, 1982) , p. 233. 

14 Borrett "The First Mayor",p. 85; Sutherland "The 
merchants of Halifax", p. 354. 

15 Borrett "The First Mayor", p. 85. 

16 Novascotian December 23, 1841; Times December 7, 
14, 1841; Falkland to Russell, December 22, 1841, RG 1, 
Vol. 116, pp. 126-29, PANS. 
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of Lord Falk land a t t h i s t ime , commented t h a t Mayor Binney 

" c o n s i d e r e d t h e c i t y i n s u l t e d , wrote i m p e r t i n e n t n o t e s , 

and kicked up a deuce of a row [ i n t o ] which I was dragged 

of c o u r s e , having to defend Fa lk land who did not know how 

to defend h imse l f " . As wel l as being F a l k l a n d ' s d e f e n d e r , 

Howe a c t e d as " p r o t o c o l o f f i c e r " , p o i n t i n g out t h a t no 

mayors were l i s t e d in t h e C o l o n i a l O f f i c e ' s T a b l e of 

P recedence . He commented: 

I p roved , c o n c l u s i v e l y , t h a t being only Mayor of 
one town, he had no r i g h t to take rank among the 
P r o v i n c i a l o f f i c e r s , and t h a t t h e r e w e r e 
h u n d r e d s of p e r s o n s who in England would be 
asked to meet a f o r e ign p r i n c e b e f o r e the Mayor 
of London or B r i s t o l . 1 7 

The N o v a s c o t i a n , a r e fo rm o r g a n , p r o c e e d e d t o p u b l i s h 

s e v e r a l p a g e s of i n s t r u c t i o n for Mayor B inney on t h e 

e t i q u e t t e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o u r t e s y . 1 8 

The a n t a g o n i s m b e t w e e n B i n n e y and F a l k l a n d 

i n t e n s i f i e d d u r i n g t h e c e l e b r a t i o n of t h e b i r t h of t he 

P r i n c e of W a l e s t h r e e m o n t h s l a t e r . D u r i n g t h i s 

c e l e b r a t i o n , Mayor Binney e x e r c i s e d c e r t a i n p r i v i l e g e s 

thought by t h e i m p e r i a l and p r o v i n c i a l a u t h o r i t i e s to be 

p r e r o g a t i v e s of the l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r . By a t t e m p t i n g to 

usurp t h e s e powers , Mayor Binney q u e s t i o n e d the l e g i t i m a c y 

of the a u t h o r i t y held by the i m p e r i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e and 

1 7 As q u o t e d i n B e c k , J o s e p h Howe p . 2 3 3 . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , I c o u l d f i n d no o r i g i n a l t a b l e of 
p recedence for t h i s pe r iod in Nova S c o t i a . 

1 8 B o r r e t t "The F i r s t Mayor", p . 85 . 
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his administration, and showed the lack of confidence in the 

definition of the government's powers at this time. 

Initially, the celebration seemed to proceed relatively 

harmoniously. At a public meeting to discuss the 

festivities, most disagreements revolved around the mode of 

celebration: many objected to holding a ball and called for 

more common amusements. The city council was deemed 

premature in opening a subscription for a public ball. 

Joseph Howe, in an effort to smooth the waters between 

Falkland, his administration, and the explosive mayor, 

voiced his approval of the actions of the city council. In 

the end, a unanimous vote placed the organization of tne 

celebration in the hands of the corporation, and Joseph Howe 

called for cheers for the city council and their efforts.I9 

The harmony of the celebration disintegrated when the 

mayor offered to present congratulatory addresses to Queen 

Victoria in person, instead of going through the lieutenant-

governor, the usual channel for such affairs. The 

Novascotian saw the mayor's offer as part of a Tory plot to 

"play off a mayor outspokenly hostile to the political 

changes that had taken place against the governor who had 

made the changes". 20 The paper also contended that the 

Novascotian December 16, 1841. 

Novascotian September 30, 1841, as quoted in Beck, 
Joseph Howe, p. 234. 



70 

Tor i e s a t t e m p t e d "under cover of a N a t i o n a l H o l i d a y , t o 

p l a y of f p o l i t i c a l t r i c k s " . 2 1 Using h i s i n f l u e n c e as 

mayor, Binney managed to c o n v i n c e t h e c i t y c o u n c i l t o 

e n t r u s t him w i t h t h e i r a d d r e s s , b u t o n l y a f t e r t h e y 

c o n s u l t e d with L ieu t enan t -Gove rno r F a l k l a n d , and r e s o l v e d 

t o p r e s e n t him with a s e p a r a t e c o n g r a t u l a t o r y a d d r e s s . 2 2 

In t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s of the c a r e e r of Stephen Binney, C. 

Alexander Pincombe and Will iam C. B o r r e t t s h o r t - c h a n g e the 

s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s i n c i d e n t . They c o r r e c t l y e x p l a i n 

B i n n e y ' s s u c c e s s in convinc ing the c i t y c o u n c i l to e n t r u s t 

him with t h e i r a d d r e s s , but they over look B i n n e y ' s e f f o r t s 

t o t r a n s m i t a s w e l l t h e a d d r e s s e s of t h e n a t i o n a l 

s o c i e t i e s , which i n s t i g a t e d the c o n t r o v e r s y . 2 3 The T o r i e s ' 

d o m i n a t i o n of t h e S t . G e o r g e ' s S o c i e t y , w i t h S t e p h e n 

Binney as a v i c e p r e s i d e n t and h i s b r o t h e r as t r e a s u r e r , 

meant t h a t B inney had l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y in p a s s i n g a 

r e s o l u t i o n in f a v o u r of mayoral t r a n s m i s s i o n , a l t h o u g h , 

l i k e t h e c i t y c o u n c i l , t h e y a l s o a g r e e d to p r e s e n t a 

2 1 Novascot ian December 16, 1841. 

2<:i Novascot ian December 16, 1841; Times December 14, 
21 , 28, 1841, January 4, 1842. To no a v a i l , t he Hon. Hugh 
B e l l , a b r e w e r , who had l o s t t h e m a y o r s h i p to Binney, 
p r e s e n t e d h i s p e r s o n a l p r o t e s t r e g a r d i n g t h e m a y o r a l 
t r a n s m i s s i o n of the c o u n c i l a d d r e s s - - N o v a s c o t i a n December 
30, 1841. 

2 3 P incombe " S t e p h e n B i n n e y " , p . 66 ; B o r r e t t "The 
F i r s t Mayor", pp . 86-87 . 
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s e p a r a t e a d d r e s s to F a l k l a n d . 2 4 L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r 

Fa lk l and t h o u g h t i t r e a s o n a b l e , a l b e i t i r r e g u l a r , for t he 

mayor to p r e s e n t the a d d r e s s of h i s c o u n c i l , but d e c l a r e d 

to C o l o n i a l S e c r e t a r y Lord R u s s e l l , t h a t t h e a c t i o n s of 

t h o s e backing the mayor ' s t r a n s m i s s i o n of t he add re s s of 

t h e S t . G e o r g e ' s S o c i e t y was an a t t e m p t to i n d u c e a 

" b e l i e f in England t h a t my Government i s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y to 

t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e r e s i d e n t s in H a l i f a x " and for t h e 

" e x p r e s s d e s i g n of c a s t i n g r ep roach on myse l f " . Fa lk land 

f ea red t h a t t h i s Tory f a c t i o n would conv ince Lord R u s s e l l 

and the Tory a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of S i r Rober t P e e l , t h a t they 

d e s e r v e d more a t t e n t i o n than was w a r r a n t e d . Lord Fa lk l and 

e x p l a i n e d t h a t a l t h o u g h the c o t e r i e su r round ing Stephen 

Binney was " r e s p e c t a b l e from p o s i t i o n and c h a r a c t e r " , 

c o n s t i t u t i n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t of " t h e S o c i e t y of 

H a l i f a x " , and was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h i s own f a i l u r e t o 

c u l t i v a t e b e t t e r f e e l i n g s in t h e c o l o n y , he a s s u r e d 

R u s s e l l t h a t t h e g r o u p was " i n s i g n i f i c a n t in p o i n t of 

n u m b e r a n d a l m o s t e n t i r e l y d e v o i d of p o l i t i c a l 

i n f l u e n c e " . 2 5 

Stephen B i n n e y ' s g i f t of L5 to the C h a r i t a b l e I r i s h 

^ 4 N o v a s c o t i a n December 2 3 , 1 8 4 1 ; Times December 
2 1 , 2 8 , 1841; S u t h e r l a n d "The m e r c h a n t s of H a l i f a x " , p p . 
3 5 4 - 5 5 . A c c o r d i n g to B e l c h e r ' s Almanac, 1842 , p . 54 , 
Binney was an a s s i s t a n t v i c e p r e s i d e n t , whi le h i s b r o t h e r , 
Edward Binney, was a t r e a s u r e r , a l t h o u g h the Novascotian 
d e s c r i b e d him as a s e c r e t a r y . 

2 5 F a l k l a n d to R u s s e l l , December 22, 1841, RG 1, Vol . 
116, p p . 126-29; Novascot ian December 23 , 1841 . 
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Soc i e ty d id no t c o n v i n c e them to convey t h e i r a d d r e s s 

t h r o u g h him; i n s t e a d they agreed t h a t i t should be s e n t 

t h rough the usua l c h a n n e l , L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r F a l k l a n d . 2 6 

The mayor a l s o a t t emp ted to i n f l u e n c e t h e Nor th B r i t i s h 

S o c i e t y and the Highland S o c i e t y wi th a L5 d o n a t i o n , bu t 

a c c o r d i n g to the N o v a s c o t i a n , t h e "Sco tchmen were too 

shrewd and i n t e l l i g e n t " . The S c o t t i s h s o c i e t i e s , dominated 

by Joseph Howe and h i s s u p p o r t e r s , r e fused to g i v e Mayor 

Binney p e r m i s s i o n to t r a n s m i t t h e i r a d d r e s s e s . 2 7 

Stephen B i n n e y ' s p r o p o s a l caused c o n s i d e r a b l e s t r i f e 

and d i v i s i o n among t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e Nova S c o t i a 

P h i l a n t h r o p i c S o c i e t y . Beamish Murdoch , a l a w y e r who 

d i s l i k e d p o l i t i c a l i n t r i g u e , d e s c r i b e d the P h i l a n t h r o p i c 

S o c i e t y a s a n o n - p a r t i s a n " c e n t r e of u n i o n " f o r Nova 

S c o t i a n n a t i v e s , a " r a l l y i n g p o i n t " f o r Nova S c o t i a n 

l o y a l t y , c o n t a i n i n g m e m b e r s o f a l l p o l i t i c a l 

p e r s u a s 1 0 n s . 28 The i s s u e of t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n of t h e 

c o n g r a t u l a t o r y a d d r e s s d i v i d e d t h e members. Howe argued in 

f a v o u r of t r a n s m i s s i o n t h rough the l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , 

con tend ing t h a t , s i n c e no p r e c e d e n t e x i s t e d f o r m a y o r a l 

t r a n s m i s s i o n , Binney would p r o b a b l y no t be a c c e p t e d by t h e 

2 6 C h a r i t a b l e I r i s h S o c i e t y Minute Book, December 
15 , 1841, PANS; Novascot ian December 16, 23 , 1841; Times 
December 2 1 , 28, 1841; Acadian Recorder December 18 , 1841 . 

2 7 Novascot ian December 2 3 , 1841; Times December 2 1 , 
28 , 1841 , J anua ry 4, 1842; North B r i t i s h S o c i e t y M i n u t e 
Book December 14, 1841, p . 34, PANS. 

2 8 Times December 2 1 , 1841 . 
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colonial secretary. The mayor and his supporters waxed 

eloquent about Nova Scotians being "serfs and slaves", 

becoming very "indignant at anybody supposing that he [the 

mayor] could not make his way to the Throne", whether the 

colonial secretary would "let him or not". Eventually, 

William Sutherland, a friend of Binney, moved that there 

be duplicate copies of the address, one sent through the 

lieutenant-governor and the other through the mayor, which 

was carried by a majority of about fifteen members.29 The 

protests of Howe and his colleagues gave rise to another 

meeting, where the members expressed more hard feelings on 

the subject. Beamish Murdoch, who had not been present at 

the previous meeting, worried about the "welfare" of the 

society, fearing that trie "array of forces and feelings on 

each side threatened its dissolution". He acknowledged 

their difficult position, for if they retained the 

resolution from the previous meeting to provide a 

duplicate address for the mayor, they risked slighting the 

lieutenant-governor, but if the resolution was rescinded, 

they would offend Mayor Binney, an honorary member of the 

society. In an attempt to restore peace, and as proof that 

they meant no disrespect to Falkland by giving an address 

to Binney, he moved that instead of rescinding the former 

resolution, they pass a resolution of respect for Lord 

^y Novascotian December 16, 23, 1841; Times December 
14, 1841. 
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F a l k l a n d , and m a i n t a i n t h e i r t r u s t in Binney. I t was a l s o 

moved t h a t t h e y p r e s e n t an a d d r e s s t o Lord F a l k l a n d , 

a sk ing him to t r a n s m i t t h e i r a d d r e s s to Queen V i c t o r i a . 

These r e s o l u t i o n s were passed unanimous ly , and the members 

r e p o r t e d l y l e f t in a good humour.30 

The i n v i t a t i o n of Lord Fa lk land to a b a l l g i v e n by 

t h e mayor and c i t i z e n s a l s o g e n e r a t e d some c o n t r o v e r s y . 

Government members saw t h i s as a measure to embar rass t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r and h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . However, t h e 

Times, which suppor t ed the mayor and h i s f r i e n d s , argued 

t h a t t h e e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l l o r s " w a r r e d a g a i n s t " t h e 

m a y o r ' s b a l l , as an a t t e m p t to s a b o t a g e the c r e d i b i l i t y of 

the c i t y c o u n c i l . 3 1 

The e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l l o r s and o t h e r g o v e r n m e n t 

s u p p o r t e r s f e l t so s t r o n g l y a b o u t S t e p h e n B i n n e y ' s 

a c t i o n s , t h a t t h e y i s s u e d a r e q u i s i t i o n t o the mayor, 

c a l l i n g for a p u b l i c meet ing to d i s c u s s h i s a t t e m p t s t o 

mix " p a r t y and p e r s o n a l f e e l i n g s " with t h e c e l e b r a t i o n . 3 2 

At the p u b l i c m e e t i n g , J o s e p h Howe moved a r e s o l u t i o n 

c e n s u r i n g the mayor ' s e f f o r t to t r a n s m i t a d d r e s s e s , which 

was seconded by the modera te C o n s e r v a t i v e , J.W. J o h n s t o n , 

and s u p p o r t e d by o t h e r c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t m e m b e r s . 

3 0 Novascot ian December 23 , 1841; Times December 2 1 , 
1 8 4 1 . 

31 "Off ice Lover" in Times J anua ry 1 1 , 1841 . 

3 2 Novascotian December 23 , 1841. 
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B e a m i s h M u r d o c h d i s a p p r o v e d of H o w e ' s r e s o l u t i o n , 

c o n t e n d i n g t n a t B i n n e y ' s e f f o r t s were " t o o t r i f l i n g " f o r 

s u c h " s e r i o u s a c t i o n s " . As d u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g of t h e Nova 

S c o t i a Pn 1 1 a n t h r o p i c S o c i e t y , M u r d o c h s u p p o r t e d t h e 

t r a n s m i s s i o n of an a d d r e s s t o Lo rd F a l k l a n d and Queen 

V i c t o r i a , b u t n o t a c o n d e m n a t i o n of t h e m a y o r , f o r i t 

would e l e v a t e B i n n e y by c a s t i n g him a s t h e h e a d of o n e 

p a r t y a n d F a l k l a n d a s t h e h e a d o f a n o t h e r . The 

N o v a s c o t i a n r e p o r t e d t h a t Mayor B i n n e y and h i s f r i e n d s 

l e f t when t h e y c o u l d n o t r e s t r i c t t h e v o t i n g t o £.20 

h o u s e h o l d s ( i n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e i r own w e a l t h y c l i q u e ) , and 

t h a t t h e r e m a i n i n g m a j o r i t y s u p p o r t e d J o s e p h H o w e ' s 

r e s o l u t i o n . 3 3 The T i m e s , h o w e v e r , c o n t e n d e d t h a t t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t e r s l o s t t h e i r m o t i o n t o dump t h e 

c o n d e m n a t o r y and c o n t r o v e r s i a l r e s o l u t i o n by p u t t i n g f o r t h 

a more c o n c i l i a t o r y amendment (Beamish M u r d o c h ' s ) , b u t due 

t o t h e c o n f u s i o n , t h e i m p e n d i n g d a r k n e s s , a n d t h e 

s m a l l n e s s of t h e b u i l d i n g , no v o t e c o u l d be c o n t e s t e d . 3 4 

In any c a s e , t h e mayor p r o c e e d e d t o l e a v e t h e m e e t i n g w i t h 

h i s f r i e n d s , who c a r r i e d him on t h e i r s h o u l d e r s in v i c t o r y 

t h r o u g h t h e c i t y t o h i s r e s i d e n c e . Those r e m a i n i n g a t t h e 

m e e t i n g r e s o l v e d t o t r a n s m i t a n o t h e r a d d r e s s from t h e 

" c i t i z e n s " of H a l i f a x t o Queen V i c t o r i a t h r o u g h t h e 

3 3 Beck Jo seph Howe, p . 234 ; N o v a s c o t i a n December 3 0 , 
1 8 4 1 . 

3 4 Times December 21 1 8 4 1 . 
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l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , and a p p o i n t e d a commit tee to c a r r y i t 

i n t o e f f e c t . 

The Times q u e s t i o n e d the l e g i t i m a c y of t h i s a d d r e s s 

commi t tee , con t end ing t h a t they had u n d e r t a k e n measures to 

f o r c e heads of d e p a r t m e n t s and c l e r k s of o f f i c e s t o append 

names to t h e a d d r e s s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h i s a d d r e s s was 

d e s t r o y e d , and a more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a d d r e s s c i r c u l a t e d , 

s igned by p e o p l e of " v a r i o u s p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n s " , who 

b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r should be used to 

t r a n s m i t a d d r e s s e s under such c i r c u m s t a n c e s . In r e s p o n s e , 

Mayor B i n n e y ' s camp composed a r i v a l " c i t i z e n s ' " a d d r e s s , 

t o be conveyed through t h e mayor .35 

W h i l e t h e c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t e d L o r d 

F a l k l a n d du r ing t h e s e i n c i d e n t s , the H a l i f a x Times r a l l i e d 

to the de f ense of Mayor Binney. The Times a rgued t h a t the 

e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l l o r s and s u p p o r t e r s i n s t i g a t e d t h e 

c o n f l i c t s , not the mayor. In a l e t t e r to t h e e d i t o r , one 

commentator c o n s i d e r e d i t a t r o c i o u s t h a t t h e "whole we igh t 

and i n f l u e n c e " of an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n shou ld be b r o u g h t down 

upon one i n d i v i d u a l . In t h e i r e f f o r t s t o " l e s s e n t h e Mayor 

in the e s t i m a t i o n of the c i t y " , t h e s e government members, 

e s p e c i a l l y Howe, i n f l u e n c e d t h e North B r i t i s h S o c i e t y ' s 

d e c i s i o n a g a i n s t mayoral t r a n s m i s s i o n , and the Nova S c o t i a 

P h i l a n t h r o p i c S o c i e t y ' s p r o t e s t m e e t i n g , b u t were n o t 

3 5 Novascot ian December 2 3 , 30, 1841; Times December 
21 , 28 , 1841 , " C i v i t u s " in J a nua ry 4, 1842; F a l k l a n d t o 
R u s s e l l , December 22 , 1841 , RG 1, Vol . 116, p p . 126 -29 . 
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e n t i r e l y s u c c e s s f u l in bann ing t h e mayor in t he l a b t e r 

i n s t a n c e . The newspaper s u p p o r t e d the mayor ' s r i g h t to 

t r a n s m i t add re s se s by n o t i n g t h e a b s e n c e of p r e c e d e n t s 

a g a i n s t t h e p r a c t i c e . A c c o r d i n g to t h e T i m e s , t he 

government miscons t rued the mayor ' s i n v i t a t i o n of Lord 

F a l k l a n d to the c i t i z e n s ' b a l l ; r a t h e r than be ing an 

a t t empt to embarrass the l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , i t was meant 

a s a " t e n d e r of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n " . Fur the rmore , the paper 

a c c u s e d t h e p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e of " i n t e n t i o n a l l y " 

d e l a y i n g the communication of the Pr ince of Wales' b i r t h 

to the c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s , and when they d i d , of announcing 

i t to t h e c i t y c l e r k , n o t to t h e mayor,36 and a l s o of 

p u r p o s e l y n e g l e c t i n g to i n v i t e t h e mayor to Government 

House to c e l e b r a t e the b i r t h . In any c a s e , the Times hoped 

t h a t t h i s would be the " l a s t a t t e m p t of Lord F a l k l a n d ' s 

Respons ib le C o u n c i l l o r s , to s e t themselves as a power over 

the heads of the c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s of H a l i f a x " , for they 

d i d no t have the " l e a s t r i g h t to i n t e r m e d d l e in c i v i c 

a f f a i r s , except to ve to an o rdnance" . The newspaper voiced 

a f e e l i n g of i n c r e d u l i t y and anger a t the " e f f r o n t e r y " of 

t h e e x e c u t i v e gove rnmen t in t e l l i n g H a l i g o n i a n s , a s 

members of s o c i e t i e s and as c i t i z e n s , t h a t they could not 

manage t h e i r own a f f a i r s . This p o s i t i o n was seen to be a t 

i b James Stewar t C la rk , Ci ty C le rk , from L i e u t e n a n t -
Governor ' s o f f i c e , December 7, 1841, r e g a r d i n g B i r t h of 
t h e P r ince on November 9 t h , 1841, in RG 1, Vol. 151, p . 
71 , PANS. 
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variance with the principle of popular rights, which 

Joseph Howe had formerly advocated.37 

During the celebration itself, the ball seemed to 

pass off without much incident, despite the lieutenant-

governor's refusal to attend.38 The societies proceeded to 

Government House, where the St. George's Society and the 

city council presented congratulatory addresses to the 

lieutenant-governor personally (since their congratulatory 

addresses to Queen Victoria were being transmitted by 

Mayor Binney), while the other societies respectfully 

requested him to dispatch their addresses to the Queen. 

Despite the dissension over the mode of transmitting the 

addresses, the procession and presentation were reportedly 

"not disgraced by a word or an act".39 

However, Stephen Binney had yet to perform his piece 

de resistance. Toward the end of the celebration of the 

birth of the Prince of Wales, Mayor Binney waltzed into 

the Bridewell, the city prison, and promised to pardon the 

prisoners. Royal clemency was often extended during public 

celebrations, as a symbol of humanitarianism, as well as 

3 7 Times December 21, "Civis" in December 21, 
December 28, "Une Voix" in December 28, 1841, January 4, 
"Civitus" in January 4, "A Citizen" in January 18, 1842. 

3 8 There were aspersions of a little disorder--
Hovascotian December 16, 28, 30, 1841; Acadian Recorder 
December 25, 1841. 

3 9 The Scottish societies presented their addresses 
earlier—Novascotian December 30, 1841; Times December 28, 
1841, gives texts of addresses. 
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to a l l e v i a t e t h e o v e r c r o w d e d c o n d i t i o n s in t h e pubLio 

c a r c e r a l f a c i l i t i e s . 4 0 W h i l e o f f i c i a l l y a r o y a l 

p r e r o g a t i v e , in r e a l i t y i t was an ad hoc p r o c e d u r e , 

p r a c t i c e d by m a g i s t r a t e s and members of the a lde rman ic 

p r i s o n c o m m i t t e e . 4 1 T h u s , Mayor B i n n e y ' s p r o m i s e to 

l i b e r a t e t he p r i s o n e r s d o e s not seem u n u s u a l . However , 

B i n n e y went t oo f a r . The Novascotian assumed t h a t the 

c o u n c i l would f i nance t he d e b t s of poor d e b t o r s o u t of the 

c e l e b r a t i o n s u b s c r i p t i o n s , and t h e n , i f t h e y went any 

f u r t h e r , t o make a " j u d i c i o u s s e l e c t i o n " of d e s e r v i n g 

p r i s o n e r s , wi th the s a n c t i o n of the l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r . 

I n s t e a d , t he paper r e p o r t e d t h a t Binney t r i e d to f r e e a l l 

of t he i n m a t e s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e c o n v i c t e d and a w a i t i n g 

s e n t e n c e . The s h e r i f f managed to save the day , by t u rn ing 

the keys on the Br idewe l l inmates when t h e mayor t u r n e d 

away, much to t h e i r s u r p r i s e . 4 2 Joseph Howe a l s o a s s e r t e d 

l a t e r t h a t t h e mayor gave the p r i s o n e r s an " u n c o n d i t i o n a l 

p a r d o n " , and promised to g i v e them 10s so they would not 

be d e s t i t u t e when they go t o u t . 4 3 i n the c o n t e x t of Mayor 

B i n n e y ' s p r e v i o u s a c t i o n s du r ing t h e c e l e b r a t i o n , c r i t i c s 

4 0 J u d i t h Fingard The Dark Side of L i f e in V ic tor ian 
Hal i fax ( P o r t e r ' s Lake, 1990 ) , p p . 47 -49 . 

4 i F inga rd The Dark Side of L i f e , p . 46. 

4 2 N o v a s c o t i a n D e c e m b e r 3 0 , 1 8 4 1 ; r e p r i n t e d in 
Morning News J anua ry 5, 1842. 

4 3 N o v a s c o t i a n J a n u a r y 6, 26, 1842. For r e b u t t a l s , 
s e e Acadian Recorder J a n u a r y 16 , 1842; "Mag" in Times 
J anua ry 4, 18 , 1842. 
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interpreted his Bridewell incident as an effort to "seize 

upon and trample under his feet the highest and most 

hallowed prerogative of the Crown".44 

Mayor Binney, on the other hand, had quite a 

different story. He asserted that the civic authorities 

had forgotten to make the requisite application to the 

proper authorities for royal clemency, so he proceeded to 

the Bridewell with the intention of releasing a few worthy 

debtors, but decided against it when the jailor wavered in 

identifying the prospective prisoners. According to a 

supporter of Mayor Binney, the sheriff, who allegedly 

turned the key on the inmates, was not even present during 

the incident. 45 Mayor Binney admitted that he may have 

been a bit overzealous in the emotion of the moment, but 

contended that this could not be construed as a "trespass 

on the privileges of others", or a misconception of his 

own. The mayor ultimately blamed the incident on the 

legislature's poorly drawn-up charter of incorporation for 

Halifax, which did not clearly lay out the rights and 

responsibilities of the newly incorporated city.46 The 

4 4 Novascot ian December 30 , 1841 . 

45 " f a i r P l a y " in Times J a n u a r y 1 1 , 1842; B o r r e t t 
" T h e F i r s t M a y o r " , p . 8 7 , a c c e p t s t h e N o v a s c o t i a n * s 
v e r s i o n a t face v a l u e . Joseph Howe s a i d he knew s e v e r a l 
g e n t l e m e n who c o u l d r e f u t e B i n n e y ' s s t o r y — N o v a s c o t i a n 
January 6, 26 , 1842. 

4 6 L e t t e r from B i n n e y in Times J a n u a r y 4 , 1842 ; 
Acadian Recorder J a nua ry 1, 1842. 
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T i m e s n o t s u r p r i s i n g l y i m p l i c a t e d t h e l i e u t e n a n t -

g o v e r n o r , no t ing "how easy i t was for a Governor to ba lk a 

few p o o r d e v i l s t h e i r l i b e r t y , i f he had a p e r s o n a l 

q u a r r e l wi th t he Mayor".47 

After being p r e s e n t e d with a t e s t i m o n i a l , Binney l e f t 

for England on Janua ry 3 , 1842 to p r e s e n t h i s a d d r e s s e s . 

The c o l o n i a l s e c r e t a r y had informed Lord Fa lk l and t h a t the 

c o r p o r a t i o n a d d r e s s would be l a i d be fo re Queen V i c t o r i a , 

b u t t h a t the o t h e r a d d r e s s e s had to be submi t t ed by the 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , a s t h e " a u t h o r i z e d medium of 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n " b e t w e e n Nova S c o t i a n s a n d " t h i s 

Depa r tmen t " .48 Al though Lord Fa lk land t r a n s m i t t e d most of 

t h e a d d r e s s e s , 4 9 Stephen Binney p r e s e n t e d the a d d r e s s e s of 

the c i t y c o u n c i l and t h e S t . G e o r g e ' s S o c i e t y , h a v i n g 

a s s u r e d the new c o l o n i a l s e c r e t a r y ) Lord S t a n l e y , t h a t he 

i n t ended no d i s r e s p e c t toward Fa lk l and„50 After h e a r i n g of 

4 7 Times J anua ry 18, 1842. 

4 8 S t a n l e y to F a l k l a n d , January 28, 1842, RG 1, Vol . 
8 1 , pp . 1 0 - 1 1 . Binney was p e r s o n a l l y informed t h a t he had 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t r a n s m i t t h e a d d r e s s from the c i t y 
c o u n c i l a t t h e n e x t l e v e e a t S t . J a m e s ' P a l a c e - - G . W . 
S t o k e , on b e h a l f of Lord S t a n l e y , t o B i n n e y , March 5, 
1842, RG 1, Vol . 8 1 , p . 29 . 

4 9 A d d r e s s e s e n c l o s e d in F a l k l a n d ' s d i s p a t c h t o 
R u s s e l l , December 22, 1841, RG 1, Vol . 116, p . 126; Lord 
S t a n l e y ' s a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t of a d d r e s s e s to F a l k l a n d , 
January 28 , J u l y 22, 1842, RG 1, Vol . 8 1 , pp . 1 0 - 1 1 , 133 . 

50 The a d d r e s s e s from the Afr ican F r i e n d l y S o c i e t y 
and t h e Youths Nova S c o t i a P h i l a n t h r o p i c S o c i e t y were a l s o 
o f f i c i a l l y acknowledged as coming from Binney—Falk land to 
R u s s e l l , December 22, 1841 , RG 1, Vol . 116, p p . 1 2 6 - 2 9 ; 
S t a n l e y to F a l k l a n d , March 10, 1842, RG 1, Vol . 8 1 , p . 33 ; 
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B i n n e y ' s s u c c e s s f u l p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e a d d r e s s e s , t h e 

Tory g e n t r y of the S t . G e o r g e ' s S o c i e t y drank t o a s t s of 

v i c t o r y . When J . B . Uniacke , F a l k l a n d ' s s o l i c i t o r - g e n e r a l , 

proposed t o a s t s to the l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , he was g r e e t e d 

by a " " r a t t l i n g of p l a t e s — s t a m p i n g of f ee t—thumping wi th 

hands- -accompanied by c r i e s of vno F a l k l a n d ' s h e r e ' " . 5 1 

B i n n e y ' s l e a v e of a b s e n c e from t h e c i t y c o u n c i l 

e x p i r e d in March, and the c o u n c i l e l e c t e d Edward Kenny as 

the i n t e r i m Mayor. Mayor B i n n e y ' s e x p i r e d l e a v e of absence 

s u g g e s t s t h a t he may have dec ided to go o v e r s e a s not o n l y 

to p r e s e n t the a d d r e s s e s , bu t to g e t away from f i n a n c i a l 

h a r d s h i p s of a p e r s o n a l n a t u r e . He had e n t e r e d i n t o a c o ­

p a r t n e r s h i p with Michael Wallace P o r t e r in June 1841 , ( to 

be conducted under t he f irm of S. Binney and C o . ) , 5 2 t h e 

same month t h a t a r e c e s s i o n h i t H a l i f a x ' s m e r c h a n t 

community. The r e s u l t i n g c r e d i t squeeze d rove a number of 

merchan t s i n t o b a n k r u p t c y . 5 3 i t i s no t known when Binney 

r e t u r n e d to H a l i f a x , 5 4 bu t in Feb rua ry 1843, h i s b u s i n e s s 

S u t h e r l a n d "The merchan t s of H a l i f a x " , p . 355. 

5 1 As q u o t e d i n S u t h e r l a n d " T h e m e r c h a n t s o f 
H a l i f a x " , p . 3 5 6 . 

5 2 Novascot ian June 17, 1841 . 

^ 3 S u t h e r l a n d "The merchan t s of H a l i f a x " , p p . 325-32 . 

54 in May 1842, Stephen Binney, a s we l l as two of h i s 
b r o t h e r s , we re l i s t e d a s s h a r e h o l d e r s of t h e Bank of 
B r i t i s h Nor th America , a l b e i t on ly wi th one s h a r e e a c h , 
and t h u s n o t e l i g i b l e to v o t e — A l p h a b e t i c a l l i s t of the 
P r o p r i e t o r s of the Bank of B r i t i s h North America On the 
3 1 s t May, 1 8 4 2 , p . 7 , MG 1 0 0 , V o l . 1 0 6 , n o . 4 1 b , PANS. 
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went b a n k r u p t , and he f l e d t h e c i t y a s an " a b s c o n d i n g 

d e b t o r " . 55 By November 20, 1843, Binney was r e s i d i n g in 

Moncton, N . B . , where he s u b s e q u e n t l y made a p o s i b i v e 

c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e economic and c u l t u r a l l i f e of the 

c i t y , as a who le sa l e merchan t , a proponent of the r a i l w a y , 

and a l e ad ing member of the Anglican Church.56 

W h i l e S t e p h e n B i n n e y ' s a c t i o n s w e r e p r o b a b l y 

mot iva ted by p e r s o n a l f a c t o r s , such as f i n a n c i a l d i s t r e s s , 

and the d e s i r e to enhance t he " d i g n i t y " and " s t a t u s " of 

h i s o f f i c e , he d i d n o t a c t e n t i r e l y on h i s own b e h a l f . 

B i n n e y ' s Tory c o l l e a g u e s undoubtedly "egged" him on,57 for 

h i s a t t a c k s on F a l k l a n d were a way of g e t t i n g a t t h e 

c o a l i t i o n g o v e r n m e n t , which they l o a t h e d . Through t h e i r 

s u p p o r t o f t h e m a y o r ' s a s s u m p t i o n of i m p e r i a l 

p r e r o g a t i v e s , t h e T o r i e s p r e s s e d for g r e a t e r powers for 

l o c a l government , which i s the o p p o s i t e of what one would 

u s u a l l y expec t from the s t e r e o t y p i c a l l y r o y a l i s t T o r i e s . 

As the head of t h e new c o r p o r a t i o n , Binney a l s o i n s t i g a t e d 

a deba t e over c i v i c p r i v i l e g e , i n c l u d i n g the power of the 

p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e to meddle in the a f f a i r s of the c i t y , 

5 5 S u t h e r l a n d "The m e r c h a n t s of H a l i f a x " , p . 384, 
endnote 21 ; Beck The Evolut ion of Municipal Government, p. 
15 . The H a l i f a x Guardian F e b r u a r y 17 , 1843 no tes t h a t 
B i n n e y ' s c o - p a r t n e r s h i p was d i s s o l v e d on F e b r u a r y 1 4 , 
1843. Although t h i s r e f e r e n c e in noted on a PANS b iography 
c a r d , the a c t u a l newspaper for t h i s d a t e i s no longer in 
e x i s t e n c e . 

5 6 pincombe "Stephen Binney" , p p . 66-67 . 

5^ Beck The Evolut ion of Municipal Government, p. 15. 
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and the e x t e n t of t h e p r e r o g a t i v e s of t h e l i e u t e n a n t -

g o v e r n o r . I n c o r p o r a t i o n had prov ided H a l i g o n i a n s wi th a 

" v o i c e of t h e i r own" , and had " b r o u g h t [ them] i n t o a 

c l o s e r app rox ima t ion wi th t h e t h r o n e " , a new channe l which 

they would c o n t i n u e to guard with j e a l o u s y . 5 8 

After t he 1841 c o n t r o v e r s i e s , L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r 

F a l k l a n d con t inued to endure a b a r r a g e of c r i t i c i s m from 

the T o r i e s and t h e B i n n e y f a m i l y . When H i b b e r t Newton 

B i n n e y d i e d i n A u g u s t 1 8 4 2 , a number of p r o m i n e n t 

merchan t s p e t i t i o n e d to have t he c o l l e c t o r s h i p a s s i g n e d t o 

S t e p h e n ' s b r o t h e r , Edward Binney , who had a c t e d as h i s 

f a t h e r ' s a s s i s t a n t f o r s i x t e e n y e a r s . The N o v a s c o t i a n 

argued t h a t E d w a r d ' s c a n d i d a c y had been e n g i n e e r e d by 

S t e p h e n , a s p a r t of a " c o n t i n u i n g campaign" to " h a r a s s " 

L o r d F a l k l a n d . 5 9 As p a r t y l i n e s s t r e n g t h e n e d b e t w e e n 

L i b e r a l s and C o n s e r v a t i v e s , F a l k l a n d ' s c o a l i t i o n 

e x p e r i m e n t d i s s o l v e d , and the C o n s e r v a t i v e s took power in 

1 8 4 3 . A f t e r a C o n s e r v a t i v e p a t r o n a g e a p p o i n t m e n t by 

F a l k l a n d , Howe and the L i b e r a l s t u r n e d a g a i n s t him, t a k i n g 

up t h e c ry of s i n g l e p a r t y government , and a r e d u c t i o n in 

t h e powers of t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r . 6 0 Having endured 

t h r e e y e a r s of p e r s o n a l i n s u l t s , F a l k l a n d l e f t for England 

5 8 " C i v i s " in Times December 2 1 , 1841 . 

5 9 S u t h e r l a n d "The merchan ts of H a l i f a x " , p p . 357 -58 . 

6 0 B u r r o u g h s " L u c i u s B e n t i n c k C a r y , 10 th V i scoun t 
F a l k l a n d " , p . 156. 
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in 1846 to the sound of a s i n g l e d e f i a n t Tory s a l u t e . 6 1 

The L i b e r a l s c o n t i n u e d t h e i r c r u s a d e for s i n g l e p a r t y 

government , and in 1848 managed to ous t the C o n s e r v a t i v e s 

on a vo t e of n o n - c o n f i d e n c e , and to i n a u g u r a t e the B r i t i s h 

c a b i n e t s y s t e m known as r e s p o n s i b l e government . A l o c a l 

e l i t e of m i d d l e - c l a s s o f f i c i a l s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s and 

bus inessmen e n t e r e d the p r o v i n c i a l government and sudden ly 

r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e y w e r e " d e p e n d e n t on t h e i r own 

e x e r t i o n s " . 6 2 Under t h i s new s y s t e m , t h e power of the 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r waned a s t h e b a l a n c e of power s h i f t e d 

from a chosen c o u n c i l to a c a b i n e t r e f l e c t i n g the m a j o r i t y 

in t h e a s sembly . The new l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , S i r John 

H a r v e y , was i n s t r u c t e d n o t t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e 

p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n m e n t , and t o a c t a s an i m p a r t i a l 

a r b i t r a t o r t o d e t e r " b l a t a n t b r e e c h e s of c o l o n i a l 

p o l i t I C l a n s " . 63 AS a Whig, Harvey a t t e m p t e d to be a 

c o n c i l i a t o r , b u t i t became i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o 

m o n i t o r c o l o n i a l p o l i t i c s b e c a u s e of i n c r e a s i n g 

p a r t i s a n s h i p . Having " p r a c t i c a l l y a b r o g a t e d any r e a l 

powers" as l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , Harvey became a c i p h e r of 

6 1 D . A . S u t h e r l a n d " J . W . J o h n s t o n a n d t h e 
Metamorphosis of Nova S c o t i a n C o n s e r v a t i s m " , M.A. T h e s i s , 
Da lhous i e U n i v e r s i t y , 1967, p p . 1 4 5 - 4 6 . 

6 2 W.S. MacNutt The A t l a n t i c P r o v i n c e s . The Emergence 
of C o l o n i a l S o c i e t y , 1712-1857 ( T o r o n t o , 1 9 7 7 ) , p . 236. 

6 3 S u t h e r l a n d "J.W. J o h n s t o n " , p p . 150-51 ; P h i l i p A. 
Buckner The T r a n s i t i o n t o Respons ib le Government. B r i t i s h 
P o l i c y i n B r i t i s h North Amer ica , 1 8 1 5 - 1 8 5 3 ( W e s t p o r t , 
1 9 8 5 ) , p . 2 9 7 . 
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the e x e c u t i v e government , and t h u s became a p a r t i s a n in 

the eyes of the o p p o s i t i o n . 64 After the appoin tment of a 

number of L i b e r a l s to t he m a g i s t r a c y , and the d i s m i s s a l of 

Tory o f f i c i a l s , the C o n s e r v a t i v e p a r t y began a " f a c t i o u s 

o p p o s i t i o n " to Harvey and h i s government .65 

The C o n s e r v a t i v e s u s e d t h e H a l i f a x c e n t e n a r y 

c e l e b r a t i o n in 1849 a s a medium f o r e x p r e s s i n g t h e i r 

o p p o s i t i o n t o L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r H a r v e y and h i s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . After the c e l e b r a t i o n o r g a n i z e r s u n v e i l e d 

p l a n s fo r a p u b l i c o r a t i o n and t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of 

a d d r e s s e s on the common, t he C o n s e r v a t i v e B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t 

complained t h a t t h e government was " t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e of 

the p u b l i c n a t u r e of the day" to e n t r a p them i n t o a show 

of a p p r o b a t i o n for t he l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , by making them 

c h e e r f o r him, and thus for h i s m i n i s t r y . 6 6 One c i t i z e n 

r e q u e s t e d t h a t t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e s w i t h d r a w from t h e 

c e n t e n a r y p r o c e s s i o n , f o r i t was c o n s i d e r e d to be a 

" p r o f a n a t i o n of t h e banne r s of a s o c i e t y to s a l u t e one 

[Harvey] of whom such an o p i n i o n i s e n t e r t a i n e d as t h a t 

above e x p r e s s e d " . 6 7 According to the Novascot ian , a member 

6 4 Beck a r g u e s t h a t " f o r t u i t o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s " , no t 
" n a t u r a l prowess as a d i p l o m a t " de t e rmined a l i e u t e n a n t -
g o v e r n o r ' s " n e u t r a l i t y " — J . Murray Beck The Government of 
Nova Sco t ia ( T o r o n t o , 1957) , p p . 8 7 - 8 9 . 

6 5 Buckner The T r a n s i t i o n to Respons ib le Government, 

p . 3 0 3 . 

66 British Colonist May 29, 1849. 

6 7 British Colonist June 7, 1849. 
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of the l a t e Conse rva t ive government informed the Sons of 

Temperance t h a t he would not p rocess with them for fear of 

a row.68 The Conse rva t ives a l s o r e sen ted the government ' s 

c a l l to c e l e b r a t e when the colony suf fe red from economic 

d e p r e s s i o n and o u t - m i g r a t i o n . 6 9 One c o r r e s p o n d e n t 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e c e n t e n a r y c o m m i t t e e s o l i c i t 

s u b s c r i p t i o n s from the members of the government, the only 

i n h a b i t a n t s p r o s p e r i n g d u r i n g the d e p r e s s i o n . 7 0 On the 

o t h e r hand , t h e N o v a s c o t i a n c r i t i c i z e d the o p p o s i t i o n 

" c r o a k e r s " , who c o m p l a i n e d of hard t i m e s and c l o t h e d 

themselves in " s a c k c l o t h and a s h e s " , y e t "bu t ton [ed] t h e i r 

p o c k e t s , shut up t h e i r bowels of compassion, and r e f u s e [ d ] 

to a id by t h e i r means, the Centenary commit tee" .71 Desp i t e 

the concerns of the C o n s e r v a t i v e s , no d i s o r d e r plagued the 

c e l e b r a t i o n , and while some cheered for the l i e u t e n a n t -

governor on the common, t h e r e was none of the "obnoxious 

c h e e r i n g " f e a r e d . 7 2 L ieu tenan t -Governor Harvey a t tempted 

to c o n c i l i a t e the p a r t i s a n antagonism of the colony in h i s 

c e l e b r a t i o n speech by r e f e r r i n g to the cen tena ry as an 

6 8 Novascotian June 11, 184 9. 

6 9 British Colonist May 24, 1849. 

7 0 "Theta" in British Colonist May 22, 1849. 

7 i Novascotian June 4, 1849. 

7 2 British Colonist June 12, 1849; Novascotian June 
11, 1849. 
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o c c a s i o n " t o l a y a s i d e a l l Pa r ty f e u d s " . 7 3 N o n e t h e l e s s , 

t h e B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t con t inued to make p o l i t i c a l mi leage 

out of t he c e l e b r a t i o n , w i t h t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of "The 

H o n o r a b l e J o s e p h Howe's C e n t e n a r y Poem," e n t i t l e d "The 

Government Shout" , which "WAS to have been d e l i v e r e d on 

the day of t he C e n t e n a r y , but WASN'T".74 

L ieu t enan t -Gove rno r LeMarchant r ep l aced a demora l i zed 

Harvey in 1852. Mid-cen tu ry was not an a u s p i c i o u s pe r iod 

t o be a l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , fo r a s i n h a b i t a n t s were 

f o r c e d t o c o n t e m p l a t e t he d i s r u p t i o n of commercial t i e s 

with B r i t a i n , and a growing d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t wi th B r i t a i n ' s 

h a n d l i n g of c o l o n i a l a f f a i r s in W a s h i n g t o n , i t became 

i n c r e a s i n g l y " f a s h i o n a b l e and p o l i t i c a l l y p r o f i t a b l e to 

assume t h a t the p r o v i n c e s were competent to dea l with a l l 

a s p e c t s of p u b l i c a f f a i r s " . The o f f i c e of t h e l i e u t e n a n t -

g o v e r n o r came under i n c r e a s i n g f i r e from C o n s e r v a t i v e 

p o l i t i c i a n s , who l e c t u r e d a u d i e n c e s on t h e " d a n g e r o u s 

i n f l u e n c e of a l i e n g o v e r n o r s from a c r o s s t h e w a t e r , 

e s p e c i a l l y upon the unneces sa ry l u x u r i e s of gold b r a i d and 

cocked h a t s , of f r i l l s and f o i b l e s t h a t t o l d h e a v i l y upon 

t h e p u b l i c p u r s e " . 7 5 Inde e d , in 1856 the Acadian Recorder 

7 3 H a r v e y ' s r e p l y t o c o n g r a t u l a t o r y a d d r e s s from 
c i t i z e n s , MG 100, Vol . 153 , no. 10 , PANS. Harvey was a 
" p e a c e make r " a t h e a r t — s e e P h i l i p A. Buckner "S i r John 
Harvey" , D ic t ionary of Canadian Biography, Vo l . 8, p . 384. 

7 4 B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t June 16, 1849. 

7 5 MacNutt The A t l a n t i c Prov inces , p p . 258, 262. 
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r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e r e would be no m i l i t a r y r e v i e w o r 

" u n i v e r s a l t u rn out of the C h a r i t a b l e and o the r s o c i e t i e s " 

for H a l i f a x ' s n a t a l c e l e b r a t i o n " t o s y c o p h a n t i s e NHis 

E x c e l l e n c y ' and bedaub him with s o f t soap" .76 

Lord Mulgrave, who r e p l a c e d LeMarchant eis l i e u t e n a n t -

governor in 1858, had an even rougher t ime with c o l o n i a l 

p o l i t i c i a n s . Like Harvey, Mulgrave a t t empted to be a t r u l y 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l g o v e r n o r , but ext reme p a r t i s a n r i v a l r i e s 

m a r r e d h i s e f f o r t s . 77 when the L i b e r a l s took o f f i c e in 

1860, a f t e r d e f e a t i n g t he C o n s e r v a t i v e s on a v o t e of non-

c o n f i d e n c e , C o n s e r v a t i v e s a l l e g e d t h a t c e r t a i n L i b e r a l 

members should be d i s q u a l i f i e d because they were h o l d e r s 

of p u b l i c o f f i c e . H o w e v e r , t h e L i b e r a l - d o m i n a t e d 

commit tees appo in ted to look i n to t h e a l l e g a t i o n s dec ided 

i n f a v o u r of t h e i r p a r t y . The f u r i o u s C o n s e r v a t i v e s 

demanded a d i s s o l u t i o n of government , which Mulgrave , as a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l g o v e r n o r , d e n i e d . 7 8 The C o n s e r v a t i v e s , 

t h e r e f o r e , re fused to r e n d e r u n i v e r s a l c o o p e r a t i o n and 

l o y a l t y d u r i n g t h e a p p r o a c h i n g v i s i t of t h e P r i n c e of 

7 6 Acadian Recorder May 24, 1856. 

7 7 Beck The Government of Nova S c o t i a , p p . 88-89 ; 
Pe ter Burroughs "George Augustus C o n s t a n t i n e P h i p p s , 3 rd 
E a r l of M u l g r a v e and S e c o n d M a r q u e s s of Normanby" , 
Dict ionary of Canadian Biography, Vo l . 1 1 , p . 686. 

7 8 See w r i t t e n a d v i c e of e x e c u t i v e c o u n c i l fo r 
Mulgrave, February 4, I 8 6 0 , in RG 2, Vol . 1, Misc. no . 
12, PANS. 
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Wales . 79 The Acadian Recorder f ea red t h a t the "peop le of 

t h i s P rov ince were never in a worse humour for t ak ing p a r t 

in any th ing l i k e a J u b i l e e , " for t h e i r Queen had s e n t them 

a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e who " u p h e l d a w r e t c h e d u n p r i n c i p l e d 

f a c t i o n in t r a m p l i n g upon the r i g h t s and l i b e r t i e s of the 

peop l e and o u t r a g i n g the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the c o u n t r y " . 8 0 

In the e v e n t , the p r i n c e ' s v i s i t not only engendered 

bad f e e l i n g s and p a r t i s a n r h e t o r i c , bu t p o l i t i c i a n s a l s o 

used the c e l e b r a t i o n as a c a t a l y s t for p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . 

During the r o y a l s u i t e ' s so jou rn in H a l i f a x , t h e l e a d e r of 

t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e s , J.W. J o h n s t o n , had an aud ience with the 

c o l o n i a l s e c r e t a r y , t h e Duke of N e w c a s t l e , t o d i s c u s s 

M u l g r a v e ' s r e f u s a l to d i s s o l v e t h e government . The Duke of 

N e w c a s t l e informed Johns ton t h a t a c t i o n of any kind was 

i n c o m p a t i b l e wi th t he n a t u r e of h i s v i s i t , b u t t h a t he 

would a t t e n d to t h e m a t t e r as soon as he r e t u r n e d to 

E n g l a n d . 81 U l t i m a t e l y , t h e Duke of Newcast le suppor ted 

7 9 B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t May 3 1 , 1860. 

8 0 A c a d i a n R e c o r d e r May 1 9 , 1 8 6 0 . T h e r e was a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of abuse of t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r in 
t h e p a p e r s : "An Economic C i t i z e n " g e n e r a t e d a wave of 
h o s t i l e r e t o r t s to h i s c o n t e n t i o n t h a t t h e r e were some who 
would not c o n t r i b u t e a c e n t to the p r o c e e d i n g s , because of 
t h e c o n d u c t of t h e 1 i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r - - M o r n i n g Journal 
May 30, June 1, 1860; Evening Express May 30, 1860, June 
1 , 4, 1860. 

8 1 For l e t t e r w r i t t e n by J o h n s t o n , see "Change of 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n " in RG 2, V o l . 1 , m i s c n o . 14 , PANS; 
a u d i e n c e w i t h t h e Duke of N e w c a s t l e - - A c a d i a n Recorder 
A u g u s t 4 , 1 8 6 0 ; B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t A u g u s t 9 , 1 8 6 0 ; 
Novascot ian October 1, 1860. 
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Mulgrave's policy of non-interference, pointing out that 

governmental appointments were in the hands of the 

assembly.82 

Lieutenant-Governor Mulgrave and the executive council 

also came under attack for their treatment of the 

legislature during the visit. The opposition had proposed 

that the legislature should come together to receive the 

Prince of Wales, but much to their chagrin, the legislature 

had prorogued without resolutions for a joint congratulatory 

address. 83 Howe sent out a circular on behalf of Lord 

Mulgrave, stating that it was "unnecessary officially to 

summon the Legislature at a season which may be 

inconvenient", but welcomed members from both branches of 

the legislature to Halifax, offering them accommodation at 

the Dockyard for the prince's landing ceremony.84 Charles 

Tupper, one of the leading opposition members, would not 

accept the invitation, clearly angered that the people were 

not permitted to "receive their Royal visitor 

°^ For reply of Newcastle, see August 30, 1860, RG 1, 
Vol. 104, pp. 286-292. A few months previous, Newcastle had 
written in support of Mulgrave's moderation— Newcastle to 
Mulgrave, March 4, 1860, RG 1, Vol.104, pp. 67-68. 

83 British Colonist May 31, June 7, July 12, 1860. 
Assuming that an address was necessary, the British Colonist 
complained that another meeting of the assembly would cost 
about €,1000. 

84 
Acadian Recorder July 7, 1860; British Colonist July 

5, 1860; Evening Express July 6, 1860; Novascotian July 9, 
1860. See circular in Provincial Secretary's Letterbook, June 
30, 1860, RG 1, Vol. 160, p. 43, PANS. 
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in any o f f i c i a l c a p a c i t y r e c ogn i z e d by the C o n s t i t u t i o n " , 

a s i t u a t i o n "want ing in r e s p e c t to the P r i n c e of Wales, 

and t h u s d i s c r e d i t a b l e t o t h e L e g i s l a t u r e and Nova 

S c o t i a n s " . 8 5 S i m i l a r l y , J.W. Johns ton contended t h a t he 

had "no i n t e n t i o n t o be a t t h e Dockyard a s a Member of 

Assembly upon the i n v i t a t i o n of those who have denied the 

L e g i s l a t u r e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y of o f f i c i a l l y r e c e i v i n g 

g u e s t s . " 8 6 The d i s g r u n t l e d a s s e m b l y members a c c u s e d 

L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r Mulgrave and the e x e c u t i v e government 

of u su rp ing the p l a c e s of the l e g i s l a t u r e and the peop le 

of Nova S c o t i a a t t h e l a n d i n g , and in p r e s e n t i n g an 

a d d r e s s on b e h a l f of them, in which t h e y had no p a r t . 8 7 i t 

°-> Acadian Recorder J u l y 7, 1860; B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t 
J u n e 1 4 , J u l y 5 , 1860 ; Evening E x p r e s s J u l y 6, 1860; 
N o v a s c o t i a n J u l y 9 , 1 8 6 0 . "A M a r v e l " t h o u g h t t h a t t h e 
C o n s e r v a t i v e members of t h e l e g i s l a t i v e c o u n c i l and t h e 
h o u s e of a s s e m b l y s h o u l d s e n d t h e i r own a d d r e s s , 
e x p l a i n i n g the s i t u a t i o n - - A c a d i a n Recorder J u l y 14, 1860. 
The B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t J u l y 12, 1860, contended t h a t t h e r e 
were few excep t the c i r c l e a s s o c i a t e d with the C h r o n i c l e , 
who d id not endor se T u p p e r ' s o p i n i o n s . However , s e v e r a l 
C o n s e r v a t i v e s on the c e l e b r a t i o n commit tee r e p u d i a t e d the 
n o t i o n t h a t t h e B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t and Acadian Recorder 
spoke for the e n t i r e party—Morning Sun J u l y 13 , 1860. 

8 6 B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t J u l y 12, 19, 1860; Morning Sun 
J u l y 1 3 , 1 6 , 1 8 6 0 . The N o v a s c o t i a n J u l y 16, 1860, was 
d i s g u s t e d w i t h t h e r e p l y , anr1 would o n l y p u b l i s h one 
s e n t e n c e of i t . Some were concerned about having to pay 
t h e i r own e x p e n s e s , and were a l s o i n s u l t e d t h a t they were 
p r o v i d e d wi th t h e same accommodation as everyone e l s e in 
t h e Dockyard—Acadian Recorder J u l y 7, 1860. 

8 7 The B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t J u l y 12, August 9 , 1860. The 
E v e n i n g E x p r e s s J u l y 9 , 1 8 6 0 , c o m m e n t e d t h a t t h e 
government p l a t f o r m a t t h e l a n d i n g would be f i l l e d w i t h 
" b e a u t y and f a s h i o n " , u su rp ing the l e g i s l a t u r e from t h e i r 
p r o p e r p l a c e . The a d d r e s s i t s e l f was c o n s i d e r e d to be 
e g o t i s t i c a l and n o n - r e p r e s e n t a t i v e - - A c a d i a n Recorder 
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was s u g g e s t e d t h a t p e r h a p s the e x e c u t i v e government f e a r e d 

l o s i n g t h e i r " b l u e r i b b o n s " of r o y a l f a v o u r i f t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e was c a l l e d t o g e t h e r . 8 8 

J o s e p h Howe, a s s p o k e s m a n f o r M u l g r a v e and a s 

p r o v i n c i a l s e c r e t a r y , c o n t e n d e d t h a t t h e p r o v i s i o n of 

accommodation for t h e members a t t h e Dockyard was a m a t t e r 

of p e r s o n a l c o u r t e s y . The l e g i s l a t u r e was not c a l l e d 

t o g e t h e r to pass an a d d r e s s , because i t would have t aken 

t o o l o n g , and t h e r e was no p r e c e d e n t for i t he re or in 

Eng land .89 in any c a s e , t he Novascot ian p o i n t e d out t h a t 

most members, government and o p p o s i t i o n , were p r e s e n t a t 

the Dockyard, and a t t he Government House, a l ' .nough they 

were not on the government p l a t f o r m . 90 

The o p p o s i t i o n p r e s s d id not see t he a t t e n d a n c e of 

m e m b e r s o f t h e l e g i s l a t u r e a s b e i n g i n any way 

i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e i r p r e v i o u s c o m m e n t s . Those who 

August 4, 1860. 

8 8 B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t May 3 1 , 1 8 6 0 . Members of t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l p a r l i a m e n t were a l s o i n c e n s e d t h a t t h e y were 
not even p e r m i t t e d in t h e i r own p a r l i a m e n t b u i l d i n g to see 
t h e d e c o r a t i o n s - - A c a d i a n Recorder August 4, 1860. They 
were a l s o angry about paying for t h e b a l l , y e t not be ing 
p e r m i t t e d any i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h t h e P r i n c e of W a l e s - -
B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t August 9 , 1860. 

8 9 N o v a s c o t i a n J u l y 9 , 1860; B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t J u l y 
12, 1860. The Evening Express J u l y 9, 1860, r e t o r t e d t h a t 
t h e r e was no p r e c e d e n t for a s s e m b l i n g , b e c a u s e t h e y had 
never had such an o c c a s i o n b e f o r e . 

Novascot ian J u l y 16, August 20, 1860. 
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a t t e n d e d the l and ing had not come a t M u l g r a v e ' s r e q u e s t , 9 1 

but upon t h e i n v i t a t i o n of Rear Admiral Mi lne , who showed 

r e s p e c t to the l e g i s l a t u r e by p r o v i d i n g t i c k e t s to those 

with p u b l i c a p p o i n t m e n t s , and a d m i t t i n g them to H r a i s e d 

p l a t f o r m . 9 2 F u r t h e r m o r e , l o y a l t y t o t h e p r i n c e and 

c r i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s toward the l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t were two 

s e p a r a t e t h i n g s , and c o u l d e a s i l y c o - e x i s t w i t h o u t 

compromise .93 

Seven y e a r s l a t e r , C o n f e d e r a t i o n t r a n s f o r m e d t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r from a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Queen to 

a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t he Dominion. The l o s s of r o y a l s t a t u s 

led to a r e a s s e s s m e n t of t he l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r ' s r o y a l 

p r e r o g a t i v e s , i n c l u d i n g r o y a l c l e m e n c y . In 1 8 6 8 , t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r of Nova S c o t i a , S i r C. H a s t i n g s Doyle , 

i n q u i r e d of h i s a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l whether the l i e u t e n a n t -

governor s t i l l had the p r e r o g a t i v e to p a r d o n p r i s o n e r s , 

and i f any o t h e r p a r t i e s had s i m i l a r powers under c e r t a i n 

c o n d i t i o n s .94 C o l o n i a l S e c r e t a r y Cardwel l and Lord Monck 

91 The B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t J u l y 1 9 , August 23 , I860 , 
contended t h a t Mulgrave d id not r e a l l y have the power to 
i s s u e such an i n v i t a t i o n , s i n c e the Dockyard was under t he 
a u s p i c e s of t he i m p e r i a l navy. 

9 2 The g e n e r a l p u b l i c was a d m i t t e d w i t h o u t t i c k e t s to 
t ake up t h e remainder of t he " d i s p o s a b l e s p a c e " on t h e 
ground l e v e l — B r i t i s h C o l o n i s t J u l y 19 , 1860. 

9 3 Evening Express J u l y 6, 9, 1860; Novascot ian J u l y 
16, 1860. 

9 4 H a r r y Moody t o Col . F r a n c k l y n , May 14, 1868, r e : 
assumed e x e r c i s e of p r e r o g a t i v e by c o m m i s s i o n e r s , RG 2, 
Vol . 6, n o . 1044, PANS ; Moody to a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l , May 8, 
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a r g u e d t h a t t h e d u t y c o u l d n o t be d e v o l v e d u p o n 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r s , s i n c e they were no longer appointed 

d i r e c t l y by the Queen.95 However, Martin K. W i l k i n s , from 

the, a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e of Nova S c o t i a , argued t h a t 

u n d e r t h e B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a A c t , a l l j u d i c i a l , 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , and m i n i s t e r i a l powers were to con t inue as 

b e f o r e , which i n c l u d e d t h o s e powers e x e r c i s e d by t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r s , who were a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 

e x e c u t i v e o f f i c e r s . Thus, he dec l a red wi thout doubt t h a t 

the "power or p r e r o g a t i v e in ques t ion i s s t i l l ves ted in 

the L i eu t enan t Governors of the r e s p e c t i v e P r o v i n c e s " , and 

t h a t the l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r "and he a lone has t he power 

to remit or commute the sen tences under which a p r i s o n e r 

i s confined whatever the offence may have been i f i t was 

of a c r i m i n a l m a t t e r " . 9 6 

1868 , r e : l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r ' s powers of mercy, RG 2, 
Vol. 6, no. 1045; S t i pend ia ry M a g i s t r a t e Henry Pryor , to 
Mayor S tephen T o b i n , May 1 8 , 1868, r e : d i s c h a r g e s in 
p r i s o n , RG 2, Vol . 6, no. 1046. An i n v e s t i g a t i o n in to the 
commutation of s en t ences a t Rockhead p r i s o n in Hal i fax in 
1868, r evea l ed t h a t only four of the t h i r t y - e i g h t Rockhead 
p r i s o n e r s d i s c h a r g e d e a r l y had been r e l e a s e d by t h e 
L ieu tenan t -Governor—Fingard The Dark Side of L i f e , p . 47. 

9 5 M a r t i n J . Wi lk in s , a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e , to 
Moody, May 22, 1868 , RG 2, V o l . 6, no . 1 0 5 1 ; John T. 
Saywell The Off ice of the Lieutenant Governor. A Study in 
Canadian Government and P o l i t i c s (Toronto , 1957) , pp . 9-
10. 

9 6 Wilkins to Moody, May 2 1 , 22, October 7, 1868, RG 
2, Vol . 6, n o s . 1 0 5 1 , 1115 . In S e p t e m b e r 1 8 6 8 , t h e 
l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r did not pardon a p r i s o n e r because i t 
was "not y e t decided whether the pardoning i s v e s t e d in 
t h e L i e u t e n a n t Governor or t he Governor G e n e r a l " - - H . 
C r o s s k i l l , dy p r o v i n c i a l s e c r e t a r y , t o Joseph Weeks , 
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D e s p i t e t h i s p u b l i c p r o c l a m a t i o n , r o y a l c lemency 

e v e n t u a l l y devolved upon the g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l , the d i r e c t 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e Queen. The g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l ' s 

i n s t r u c t i o n s in 1878 a s c r i b e d to him the power to pardon 

p r i s o n e r s , a l though for c a p i t a l c a s e s he was to seek the 

a d v i c e of h i s m i n i s t e r s . 9 7 indeed , in 1887, the m i n i s t e r 

of j u s t i c e advised H a l i f a x ' s golden j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n 

committee t h a t he would not a d v i s e the g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l to 

r e l e a s e p r i s o n e r s i n c a r c e r a t e d for d runkenness and p e t t y 

o f f e n s e s dur ing the c e l e b r a t i o n , though he would cons ide r 

s p e c i f i c c a s e s . 9 8 The t r a n s f e r e n c e of the p r e r o g a t i v e of 

r o y a l c l emency from t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r to t h e 

g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l was accompanied by an i n c r e a s i n g concern 

for p u b l i c o r d e r , which made p r i s o n r e l e a s e s unpopular in 

t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The j u s t i c e m i n i s t e r 

d e s c r i b e d a " g e n e r a l g a o l d e l i v e r y " a s t h e m o s t 

" u n f o r t u n a t e way of c e l e b r a t i n g the Queen ' s J u b i l e e " , for 

i t " l e t l oose in the community the r u f f i a n i s m now confined 

in t he p e n i t e n t i a r i e s " . 9 9 No pardons marked the golden and 

September 23 , 1868, in RG 5, S e r i e s GP, Vol. 5, no . 39, 
PANS. 

9 7 Dra f t of I n s t r u c t i o n s passed under the Royal Sign 
- - M a n u a l and S i g n e t to t h e G o v e r n o r G e n e r a l of t h e 
D o m i n i o n of C a n a d a , O c t o b e r 5 , 1878 , in Dominion of 
Canada , I n s t r u c t i o n s for the Lieutenant Governor of Nova 
S c o t i a , 1890, PANS. 

9 8 Herald May 3 , 1887; Acadian Recorder May 3, 1887. 

9 9 C r i t i c June 17, 1887. 
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diamond j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n s in S a i n t John and Hal i fax in 

1887 and 1897, which i s i r o n i c , c o n s i d e r i n g the b i b l i c a l 

meaning of the Hebrew law of " j u b i l e e " , to " r e t u r n eve ry 

man u n t o h i s p o s s e s s i o n , a n d . . . e v e r y man u n t o h i s 

f a m i l y " . 1 0 0 Queen V i c t o r i a , however , invoked p a r t of t he 

o r i g i n a l meaning of j u b i l e e by e x t e n d i n g l i b e r a t i o n t o 

d e s e r t e d s o l d i e r s and s a i l o r s du r ing her go lden j u b i l e e 

c e l e b r a t i o n in 1887.101 

The l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r n o t o n l y l o s t h i s r o y a l 

p r e r o g a t i v e s a f t e r C o n f e d e r a t i o n , b u t a l s o f e l l i n t h e 

t a b l e of p r e c e d e n c e , f rom t h e o f f i c i a l head of t h e 

c o l o n i a l h i e r a r c h y , to a p o s i t i o n a f t e r t h e g o v e r n o r -

g e n e r a l and t h e s e n i o r o f f i c e r commanding t h e B r i t i s h 

t r o o p s . The l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r of Nova S c o t i a a l s o came 

a f t e r h i s c o u n t e r p a r t s in On ta r io and Quebec. 102 Within 

e i g h t e e n months of C o n f e d e r a t i o n , t he B r i t i s h government 

I 0 0 L e v i t i c u s 2 5 : 1 0 , in The Holy B i b l e , King James 
V e r s i o n . The o r i g i n a l meaning of t h e Word has been l o s t , 
and i n s t e a d i t has come t o mean t h e a c t of c e l e b r a t i o n - -
Malcolm Chase "From Mil lennium to A n n i v e r s a r y : The Concept 
of J u b i l e e in L a t e E i g h t e e n t h and N i n e t e e n t h - C e n t u r y 
E n g l a n d " , P a s t and P r e s e n t , V o l . 1 2 9 , November 1 9 9 0 , 
e s p e c i a l l y pp . 133 , 134, 142, 146. 

l 0 i Herald June 28, 1887; C r i t i c J u l y 1, 1887. 

102 T a b l e of P r e c e d e n c e , i n I n s t r u c t i o n s f o r t h e 
L i e u t e n a n t Governor , 1 8 9 0 . The g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l a l s o 
usurped t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r ' s fo rmer t i t l e of " H i s 
E x c e l l e n c y " , l e a v i n g the l a t t e r wi th "His H o n o u r " — " T i t l e s 
Under C o n f e d e r a t i o n " , Buckingham and C h a n d o s , Downing 
S t r e e t , t o Governor the Right Hon. Vi scoun t Monck, J u l y 
2 4 , 1868 , i n I n s t r u c t i o n s f o r t h e Lieutenant Governor, 
1890. 
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had r e p e a l e d t h e r i g h t of t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r to 

s a l u t e s and o the r marks of r e s p e c t which he had received 

a s t h e Q u e e n ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 103 a l though by 1872 the 

i m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t i e s p e r m i t t e d t he f i r s t p a r t of the 

Na t iona l Anthem when he was a c t i n g d i r e c t l y on behal f of 

t h e Q u e e n , a s d u r i n g t h e o p e n i n g and c l o s i n g of 

p a r l i a m e n t , the c e l e b r a t i o n of the Queen 's b i r t h d a y , and 

t h e h o l d i n g of l e v e e s . 1 0 4 i n 1 8 9 4 , t h e War O f f i c e 

p r o h i b i t e d t h e p l a y i n g of t h e N a t i o n a l Anthem for t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r , but the Co lon ia l Off ice i n t e r c e d e d in 

1895, again managing to secure the permiss ion to p lay s ix 

b a r s . Nova S c o t i a ' s L ieu tenan t -Governor Daly r ece ived a 

s a l u t e a t the m i l i t a r y r e v i e w d u r i n g H a l i f a x ' s diamond 

j u b i l e e c e l e b r a t i o n in 1897. According to Lady Aberdeen, 

in a t t e n d a n c e a t t he ceremony: 

The G e n e r a l [ C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f of B r i t i s h 
t r o o p s in Ha l i fax] had been i n s t r u c t e d to o f f e r 
t h e s a l u t e t o t h e L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r by 
c o u r t e s y , and he a c c o r d i n g l y was the g r e a t man 
of t h e d a y , which seems bu t p r o p e r , as h i s 
i n s t r u c t i o n s s ay t h a t a t t h e o p e n i n g o£ 
P a r l i a m e n t , t h e Q u e e n ' s B i r t h d a y e t c . , he i s 
d i r e c t l y to r e p r e s e n t the Queen. 

She n o t e d , however, t h a t " the General and Mrs. Montgomery 

1 0 3 Buckingham and Chandos to Viscount Monck, October 
19, 1868— Ins truct ions for the Lieutenant Governor, 1890. 
L i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r s were not e n t i t l e d to s a l u t e s from Her 
M a j e s t y ' s s h i p s and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , RG 2, Vol. 6, no. 
1140, PANS. 

1 0 4 Lord Kimberley to Lord L i s g a r , November 7, 1872, 
and Si r Richard Airy , War O f f i c e , to Under S e c r e t a r y of 
S t a t e for the C o l o n i e s , October 9, 1872, in I n s t r u c t i o n s 
for the Lieutenant Governor, 1890. 
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Moore d id not l i k e i t " , and t h a t i t was "ve ry d i f f i c u l t t o 

g e t a l l a r r a n g e m e n t s to s u i t the t h r e e d i g n i t a r i e s , t h e 

Governor , t he G e n e r a l , the Admi ra l " . In any c a s e , "on t h i s 

o c c a s i o n , they a r e a l l n i c e p e o p l e , and work t o g e t h e r as 

we l l as i t i s p o s s i b l e to do under s a i d c i r c u m s t a n c e s " . 1 0 5 

The " e x e r c i s e of h o s p i t a l i t y " was i d e n t i f i e d by 

L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r Harvey as one of the p r i m a r y means of 

c u l t i v a t i n g a " g o o d u n d e r s t a n d i n g in a c o l o n y " . 1 0 6 

C o n f e d e r a t i o n augmented t h e l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r ' s s o c i a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , b u t n o t h i s s a l a r y , wh ich r e m a i n e d 

unchanged u n t i l 1872, when i t was i n c r e a s e d from $7000 t o 

$9000.107 Though t h i s s o c i a l r o l e i s a fa r c r y from t h e 

l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r ' s former invo lvement and prominence in 

p o l i t i c s a n d p u b l i c c e l e b r a t i o n s , h i s s o c i a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s must not be u n d e r e s t i m a t e d . S o c i a l and 

c u l t u r a l " m i s s i o n a r i e s " looked to t he l i e u t e n a n t - g o v e r n o r 

for the i n i t i a t i o n and s u p p o r t of c u l t u r a l and b e n e v o l e n t 

c a u s e s n o t f e a s i b l e u n d e r s o l e l y l o c a l a u s p i c e s . 1 0 8 

O r g a n i z e r s of c e l e b r a t i o n s a l s o r e q u e s t e d t h e a t t e n d a n c e 

1 0 5 Lady A b e r d e e n ' s J o u r n a l , June 22, 1897, NAC; f o r 
d i s c u s s i o n of c e r e m o n i a l o b s e r v a n c e s , s e e S a y w e l l The 
O f f i c e of the Lieutenant Governor, p p . 1 5 - 1 7 . 

1 0 6 Buckner " S i r John Harvey" , p . 382 . 

1 0 7 S a y w e l l The O f f i c e of the Lieutenant Governor, 
pp . 1 9 - 2 0 . 

1 0 8 Saywell The Office of the Lieutenant Governor, 
pp. 19-20; R.H. Hubbard "Viceregal Influences OP Canadian 
Society", in W.L. Morton (ed.) The Shield of Achilles 
(Toronto, 1968), p. 262. 
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of the lieutenant-governor, for his presence gave the events 

an aura of respectability. Elites and would-be elites 

considered an invitation to celebrate at the Government 

House as "the door of entrance into social life", and "an 

introduction into good Society".I09 

Throughout the nineteenth century, public celebrations 

served as vehicles to challenge the authority of the 

lieutenant-governor and his administration. The imperial 

representative particularly came under fire during 

celebrations which coincided with three political 

watersheds: Halifax's incorporation, the introduction of 

responsible government in Nova Scotia, and Confederation. 

The erosion of the lieutenant-governor's prerogative to 

liberate prisoners particularly affected the poor, who were 

most frequently affected by pardons. The decline of drinking 

and feasting as a mode of celebration constituted a further 

loss for the lower orders. Indeed, the reformation of the 

political administration was accompanied by a desire to 

reform society, most notably to eradicate the evil power of 

drink. 

l w y R.G. Haliburton to His Excellency, Sir R.G. 
MacDonnell, August 17, 1864, RG 2, Vol. 4, no. 488, PANS; J. 
Chipman to Col. Clarke, Private Secretary, August 21, 1894, 
and attached reply, in RG 2, Vol. 12, no. 2763, PANS. 



CHAPTER 3 

PUBLIC FEASTING AND DRINKING 

F e a s t i n g and d r i n k i n g was a p o p u l a r form of 

c e l e b r a t i o n a t a l l s o c i a l l e v e l s in t he e a r l y V i c t o r i a n 

p e r i o d . 1 By m i d - c e n t u r y , however, f e a s t i n g and d r i n k i n g 

had come under i n c r e a s i n g a t t a c k from e v a n g e l i c a l s and 

t e m p e r a n c e a d v o c a t e s . A l t h o u g h r e f o r m e r s campa igned 

a g a i n n t the g r e g a r i o u s gorging of the urban g e n t r y , t h e 

f e a s t s f o r t h e poor were most s u s c e p t i b l e t o a t t a c k 

b e c a u s e of t h e i r p u b l i c n a t u r e . 2 P u b l i c f e a s t i n g 

e v e n t u a l l y d e c l i n e d over t h e c o u r s e of t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e a t t a c k s of t h e m o r a l 

r e f o r m e r s , as w e l l as t h e e r o s i o n of E n g l i s h c u l t u r a l 

i n f l u e n c e s , and the c l a s s d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n and a l i e n a t i o n 

which accompanied u r b a n i z a t i o n . 

1 P e t e r B u r k e h a s shown t h a t a c o m b i n a t i o n of 
gorging and d r i n k i n g was one of the pr imary f u n c t i o n s of 
f e s t i v a l s in e a r l y modern Europe, i n c l u d i n g Carnaval in 
sou the rn Europe and autumn f e a s t days i n B r i t a i n - - P e t e r 
Burke Popular C u l t u r e in Ear ly Modern Europe (London, 
1978) , pp. 178, 183 , 186, 193 , 195, 196 . "Sus t enance" as 
wel l as " s o c i a b i l i t y " were impor tan t components of p u b l i c 
c e l e b r a t i o n s in e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y Amer ica- -Barbara Karsky 
"Sus tenance and s o c i a b i l i t y : e a t i n g h a b i t s in e i g h t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y A m e r i c a " , A n n a l e s , V o l . 4 0 , n o . 5 , Sep tember -
October 1985, pp . 51-52 . By the t ime of King George I l l ' s 
j u b i l e e in 1 8 0 9 , t h e B r i t i s h e x p e c t e d a " f r e e m e a l " 
d u r i n g c e l e b r a t i o n s - - L i n d a C o l l e y "The A p o t h e o s i s of 
George I I I : L o y a l t y , R o y a l t y , and t h e B r i t i s h Na t ion , 
1760-1820", Past and Present , Vol . 102, February 1984, p . 
119. 

2 F.M.L. Thompson The Rise of Respectable S o c i e t y . A 
S o c i a l H i s t o r y of V i c t o r i a n B r i t a i n , 1830-1900 (London, 
1 9 8 8 ) , p . 3 0 8 . 
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L e a d i n g c i t i z e n s c e l e b r a t e d s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s by 

p a r t a k i n g of e x c l u s i v e indoor f e a s t s , such as c o r p o r a t i o n 

d i n n e r s and t h e b a n q u e t s which f r e q u e n t l y a c c o m p a n i e d 

g r a n d b a l l s . A S a i n t J o h n c i t i z e n o b j e c t e d to t h e 

e x c l u s i v i t y of s u c h e v e n t s d u r i n g t h e c o r o n a t i o n 

c e l e b r a t i o n in 1838. He commented t h a t a 

d i n n e r to f i f t y p e r s o n s , i n c l u d i n g the c o r p o r a t e 
body i s no t in form or i n t e n t i o n a p u b l i c 
f e s t i v a l , b u t m e r e l y a p r i v a t e c o n c e r n 
a p p a r e n t l y to answer some p a r t y , and to g r a t i f y 
a few p e r s o n s a t t h e expense of the p u b l i c . 3 

Attendance at these 

extending invitations 
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6 " C o r p o r a t i o n D i n n e r , a l i a s Humbug!!" by "D." in 
Weekly Chronic le June 22, 1838, p . 3 , June 29, 1838. For 
copy of " L i s t of G u e s t s f o r C o r p o r a t i o n d i n n e r a t 
C o r o n a t i o n , 1838" , see Robert F. Hazen, Mayoral ty P a p e r s , 
Box 2 , S h e l f 3 6 , F o l d e r 1 5 , n o . 2 9 , N .B . Museum. The 
Acadian Recorder June 23 , 1862, commented t h a t the only 
one who would oppose "such an o u t l a y " a s t h e n a t a l day 
c o r p o r a t i o n d i n n e r in H a l i f a x was some " j e a l o u s m o r t a l " 
who "did not g e t an o p p o r t u n i t y to take the c r e a s e s out of 
h i s d r e s s c o a t " . A c o r p o r a t i o n d inne r in e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y r u r a l Eng land was d e s c r i b e d by an o l d man in 
Thomas H a r d y ' s The Mayor of Casterbr idge (London, 1962 ) , 
p . 39 : " ' t i s a g r e a t p u b l i c d i n n e r of t he g e n t l e - p e o p l e 
and such l i k e l e a d i n g v o l k — w i ' t he Mayor in the c h a i r . As 
we p l a i n e r f e l l o w s b a m ' t i n v i t e d , they l eave the w i n d e r -
s h u t t e r s open t h a t we may g e t j i s t a sense o ' t out h e r e . " 
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tickets,4 priced at two sovereigns for a man and one 

sovereign for a woman.5 According to the Evening Express, 

these prices kept the attraction "a rather more aristocratic 

affair than it otherwise would have been".6 The lieutenant-

governor, the vice-admiral, and other notable officials and 

residents also hosted private dinner parties. Voluntary 

organizations like the national societies, militia, 

volunteers, and firemen dined in the neighborhood hotels, 

restaurants, and drinking establishments. 

The menus at these events consisted of several courses 

and many delicacies (See Figure 3.1). Much alcohol was 

consumed. For the Prince of Wales' banquet in Halifax in 

1860, the organizing committee selected twelve dozen 

sherries, thirty-one dozen high quality champagnes, 

including twenty-three dozen of "Mumm's", and twenty-eight 

dozen of the cheaper wines.7 After eating, 

at least half a dozen toasts were proposed, 
composed of the very finest wines, and this was 
in many places simply an overture to the 
festivities which were to follow. Celebrations 

Meeting of the Acting Committee, June 21, 1860, in 
Minutes of the Meetings of the Committee for the Reception of 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 1860, PANS. 

Morning Journal July 27, 1860; Morning Sun July 27, 
1860. 

Evening Express August 3, 1860. 

7 
Meeting of the Acting Committee, July 10, 1860, in 

Minutes of the Meetings of the Committee for the Reception of 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 1860. 
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Figure 3.1 

Menu for the Prince of Wales* Marriage Feast, 
Halifax Hotel, 1863 

SOUP 
Mock Turtle Soup 

Salmon 
FISH 

Julienne Soup 

Filet of Haddock 

ENTREES 

Pates aux Huitres 

Crumesky de volaille 

Pied de Veau de Marmade 

RELEVES 
ROAST 
Sirloin of Beef 
Saddle of Mutton 
Turkey 
Filet of Veal 

Wild Goose 
Lamb 
Plum Pudding 

Jelly au vin 
Charlotte Russe 
Bavarois 
Blanc Mange 
Tortois 
Plum and Sponge Cakes 
Ice Cream 

ROTS 

ENTREMETS 

Grenadm de veau, 
Sauce Tomatte 

Curry of Chicken, 
Indienne 

Timball de Macaroni, 
Milanaise 

BOILED 
Round of Beef 

Hams and Tongue 
Turkey 

Leg of Mutton 

Galentine 
Pate a la Parisienne 

Lobster Salad 

Genoise 
Compotte of Apples 

Pastry 
Jelly Macedonie 
Biscuit Savoie 
Confectionery 

Coffee 

DESSERT 

(Public Archives of Nova Scotia) 
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rarely dissociated before the early hours of the 
morning of the next day.8 

Although the ball was one of the only celebration 

activities in the early Victorian period in which women 

could actively participate^ they usually retired from the 

banquet table before the toasts began, for public drinking 

was primarily a male ritual. 10 The men often raised their 

glasses in honour of the women, but such "accolades" were 

only "minor and perfunctory exercises".11 

The public celebration also served as the occasion 

for "great outdoor feasts where massive quantities of 

meat, game and liquor were consumed". 12 The Nova Scotia 

Philanthropic Society inaugurated the custom of having an 

annual picnic to celebrate the founding of Halifax.13 The 

° George A. Campbell "Social Life and Institutions of 
Nova Scotia in the 1830's", M.A. Thesis, Dalhousie 
University, 1949, p. 187. 

9 Morning Sun July 27, 1860. 

10 Halifax Sun June 11, 1845; Novascotian August 20, 
1860. In San Francisco in 1855, women were invited to 
observe the elaborate preparations for a banquet, but were 
then expected to leave "demurely"—Mary P. Ryan Women in 
Public. Between Banners and Ballots, 1825-1880 (Baltimore, 
1990), p. 18. In court circles. Queen Victoria tried to 
avert excessive drunkenness by insisting that gentlemen 
not be left on their own for too long-- Alan Delago 
Victorian Entertainments (London, 1971), p. 12. 

11 Ryan Women in Public, p. 135. 

i 2 Karsky "Sustenance and sociability", p. 61. 

I3 D.C. Harvey "Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society", 
Dalhousie Review, Vol. 19, October 1939, p. 292. The 
Charitable Irish Society had their first picnic in 1846— 
Robert P. Harvey "Black Beans, Banners, and Banquets: The 
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first natal day picnic at the Prince's Lodge in 1839 

consisted of an "abundance of viands and lots of good 

liquor to moisten them".14 Similarly, during the 1845 

picnic, approximately 300 people enjoyed a feast of "fish, 

flesh, and fowl", with various seasonal delicacies.15 

Larger outdoor feasts in the public squares and 

commons catered to the general public. Sometimes these 

feasts featured pig and sheep roasts, but most often oxen 

comprised the favoured entrees.16 The popularity of the ox 

can be partially explained by its capacity to feed a large 

number of people. Ritual and symbolism also played a role 

in selecting the animal. Feasts were based on "mythical or 

historical events", which were "re-enacted ...through 

symbols and allegories".17 According to Hugh Cunningham, 

roast beef, plum pudding, and ale revived images of John 

Bull and Merrie England, and were considered part of the 

Charitable Irish Society of Halifax at Two Hundred", The 
Nova Scotia Historical Review, Vol. 6, no. 1, 1986, pp. 
22-23. 

14 Novascotian June 12, 1839. 

15 Halifax Sun June 6, 11, 1845. 

16 "Doesticks" in Acadian Recorder July 10, 1897 
recalled that sheep and oxen were roasted at the 
coronation celebration in Halifax. During Saint John's 
marriage celebration for Queen Victoria in 1840, hams were 
consumed, as well as beef—Morning News May 25, 1840; New 
Brunswick Courier May 30, 1840. 

17 G.S. Metraux "Of Feasts and Carnivals", Cultures, 
Vol. 3, no. 1, 1976, p. 7. 
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English "birthright".18 in the latter half of the 

nineteenth century, Victorians adopted these staples as 

"sacraments" in a "continuing mythology of national 

superiority and class identity".19 Ritual significance was 

also attached to the practice of roasting the ox. In 

proposing an ox roast for the poor on the Grand Parade in 

Halifax in 1838, a correspondent referred to it as "an 

imitation of good old English hospitality".20 The ox roast 

also had pagan roots, and was tied to the traditions of 

the butcher's trade. As such, it exhibited ritualistic 

behaviours and traits developed through custom and 

precedents . 21 Before the barbecue, participants adorned 

the ox with ribbons in imitation of "sacrificial 

garlands", and processed with the animal,22 as during 

pagan sacrificial rituals. In Saint John in 1838, the ox 

±a Hugh Cunningham "The Language of Patriotism, 1750-
1914", History Workshop Vol 11, 1981, pp. 11, 18, 21; for 
images of John Bull, see Patrick Joyce Culture, Society, 
and Politics (London, 1981), pp. 286-87, 295. 

19 Peter Bailey Class and Leisure in Victorian 
England. Rational Recreation and the Contest for Control, 
1830-1885 (Toronto, 1978), p. 89. 

2 0 Times May 29, 1838. The Times April 28, 1840 
commented re: a dinner and dance given by the St. George's 
Society :"For once John Bull forgot to grumble, and did 
his best to honour his Patron by proving the strength and 
tension of his digestive faculties, qualities in the 
composition of Englishmen, which, where roast beef and 
plum pudding are concerned, are said to be of no mean 
order". 

21 Metraux "Of Feasts and Carnivals", p. 8. 

Daily Telegraph April 21, 188 3. 
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was led on its cortege by a black man named Jim Brown, 

probably a butcher, for later he carved the ox after it 

had been slaughtered and roasted.23 Butchers often marched 

with oxen during trades processions, afterwards 

slaughtering them and distributing the meat as alms.24 

During the barbecue, the entire body of the ox was 

roasted on a spit; it took one man to roast and baste the 

animal, and two men to crank the handle of the spit. Five 

to eight cords of wood were required to roast the ox, 

which took over a day to cook.25 Organizers of the Halifax 

coronation celebration in 1838 distributed ox meat and 

bread to people on the common. 26 in Saint John in 1838, 

the servers laid three roasted oxen on large tables in the 

main civic squares, cut them up and distributed the meat 

to the populace, as well as barrels of bread baked into 

small half-pound loaves, plum pudding, and two hogsheads 

of ale. 27 in Carleton, a circular table set up in Queen 

23 Excerpt in Daily Sun June 18, 1887. 

2 4 Susan G. Davis Parades and Power: Street Theatre 
in Nineteenth Century Philadelphia (Philadelphia, 1986), 
p. 121. I am unsure \nether the meat was distributed 
cooked or uncooked. 

25 St. John Globe May 17, 188 3; Weekly World May 24, 
1883, in Scrapbook C27, p. 133, SJRL. 

26 Excerpt in Acadian Recorder June 20, 1887. 

2 7 New Brunswick Courier June 30, 1838; Weekly 
Chronicle June 29, 1838; Saint John Common Council 
Minutes, June 7, 15, 1838, N.B. Museum; reminiscence in 
Daily Sun June 18, 1887. There was also a rumour that 
Charles Simonds would provide, at his own expense, an ox 
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Square suppor t ed enough food for 1500-2000 d i n e r s . 2 8 

Other f o o d s t u f f s accompanied t h e beef , plum pudd ing , 

a l e , and b r e a d . During the Queen 's m a r r i a g e c e l e b r a t i o n in 

S a i n t John in 1840, t he people on S a i n t J o h n ' s e a s t s i d e 

consumed t h i r t y - s i x hams , t h i r t y - f i v e rounds of b o i l e d 

corn beef , and a l a r g e q u a n t i t y of c h e e s e , as w e l l a s 

e i g h t r o a s t e d s i r l o i n s , one thousand two hundred and f i f t y 

pounds of b r e a d , and one hundred and t w e n t y g a l l o n s of 

wine and a l e . In King S q u a r e , s e r v e r s a l s o cu t up and 

d i s t r i b u t e d a l a r g e wedding cake .29 

In e i g h t e e n t h - and e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y England , 

ox r o a s t s f u n c t i o n e d a s i n s t r u m e n t s of p a t e r n a l i s m 

prov ided fo r t h e common p e o p l e by t h e B r i t i s h g e n t r y , 

w e l l - t o - d o f a r m e r s , and members of t h e l o c a l government , 

on such o c c a s i o n s as t h e comple t ion of the h a r v e s t , and 

h i s t o r i c a l and p a t r i o t i c a n n l v e r s a r i e s . 3 0 i n m i d -

f o r P o r t l a n d , and t h a t s e v e r a l of t h e banks of t h e c i t y 
in t ended to p r o v i d e an ox for " t h e p o o r " t o show t h e i r 
g r a t i t u d e for t he "long l a t e i n d u l g e n c e s a f fo rded to them 
in suspending s p e c i e paymen t s " , bu t t h e r e i s no f u r t h e r 
e v i d e n c e of t h e m - - " P o r t l a n d " in Weekly Telegraph June 3 , 
1838. 

2 8 "A Looker On" in New Brunswick Courier J u l y 7, 
1838; a l s o see Da i ly Sun June 18, 1838. 

2 9 Morning News May 25, 184 0; New Brunswick Courier 
May 30, 1840. In C a r l e t o n , a g r e a t dea l of food was a l s o 
e a t e n . 

3 0 Malcolmson Popular R e c r e a t i o n s , p p . 59 -65 ; Metraux 
"Of F e a s t s and C a r n i v a l s " , p . 8. For a d e s c r i p t i o n of a 
h a r v e s t s u p p e r in r u r a l England in the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , s e e Thomas Hardy Far From t h e Madding Crowd 
(London, 1967) , p p . 240-46 . 
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V i c t o r i a n New B r u n s w i c k , p a t e r n a l i s t i c f e a s t s w e r e 

p r o v i d e d by r u l i n g merchan t s in s i n g l e i n d u s t r y towns l i k e 

Chatham, where Joseph Cunard p rov ided f r e e food and d r i n k 

f o r t h e poor i n h a b i t a n t s dependent on h i s saw m i l l s and 

m e r c a n t i l e e n t e r p r i s e s . 3 1 

In t he more complex urban c e n t r e s of S a i n t John and 

H a l i f a x , t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for p r o v i d i n g p u b l i c f e a s t s 

r e s i d e d w i t h c i v i c l e a d e r s and p r o m i n e n t c i t i z e n s . In 

S a i n t John , the onus for such meals l ay p r i m a r i l y wi th the 

m a y o r , a l d e r m e n , and a s s i s t a n t s . Most of t h e common 

c o u n c i l ' s a p p r o p r i a t i o n fo r V i c t o r i a ' s c o r o n a t i o n and 

m a r r i a g e f e s t i v i t i e s in 1838 and 1840 wen t toward the 

p r o v i s i o n of ox r o a s t s f o r t h e p u b l i c . 3 2 i n 1 8 3 8 , 

C a r l e t o n ' s two aldermen and a s s i s t a n t a ldermen c u t up and 

d i s t r i b u t e d the food in t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n c y on the west 

s i d e , symbo l i z ing the c e n t r a l r o l e of t he common c o u n c i l 

J l Graeme Wynn Timber Colony ( T o r o n t o , 1 9 8 1 ) , pp . 
1 3 5 - 3 7 , 167. 

3 2 A sum of £332 16s 3 %d was a l l o c a t e d for t h e ox 
r o a s t s d u r i n g t h e c o r o n a t i o n c e l e b r a t i o n , £ 1 1 5 f o r a 
c o r p o r a t i o n d i n n e r , and L7 10s for a d i n n e r in the c i t y 
j a i l - - S a i n t John Common Counci l M i n u t e s , June 7, 15 , Ju ly 
5 , 1 8 3 8 , March 12, 1840; e x c e r p t in t h e D a i l y Sun Apr i l 
12 , 1887. Of t h e £ 2 5 0 for t h e m a r r i a g e c e l e b r a t i o n in 
S a i n t J o h n , £>210 was earmarked for the ox r o a s t s , £30 for 
d i n n e r s in t he pena l and c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s , and £10 
f o r powder f o r t h e m i l l t i a - - S a i n t John Common Counci l 
M i n u t e s , May 1 3 , 1840 , March 1 9 , 1 8 4 2 ; New Brunswick 
Courier May 16, 1840; e x c e r p t in Dai ly Sun A p r i l 12, 1887. 
The c o r p o r a t i o n was c o n g r a t u l a t e d i n 1840 f o r t h e i r 
" l i b e r a l i t y " — M o r n i n g News May 25 , 1840. 
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in providing "victuals".33 As Halifax was not 

incorporated until 1841, private citizens organized and 

financed the events in 1838 and 1840. In addition, the 

Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society sponsored outdoor feasts 

for the Micmacs in 1840, and during the Halifax centenary 

in 1849.34 During its first year, the new Halifax city 

council conformed to the Saint John practice by 

superintending a spread for the poor.35 

The providers of these feasts, like their 

predecessors, wished to gratify the masses and ensure 

their own popular i ty. 36 it was believed that a full 

stomach ensured favorable and loyal sentiments. "A Looker 

On" observed that Carleton's coronation feast in 1838 

produced "an effect on the people, calculated to call 

forth the best feelings toward the parent State and our 

youthful and maiden Queen."37 

3 3 "A Looker On" in New Brunswick Courier July 7, 
1838; Daily Sun June 18, 1887. 

3 4 Acadian Recorder April 25, May 2, 184 0; Times May 
5, 1840; Times and Courier June 7, 1849. 

3^ Times December 21, 1841. It was resolved at a 
public meeting in Saint John that a collection would be 
taken up to feed the hungry during the Prince of Wales' 
birth, but nothing ever materialized, probably due to the 
proximity to Christmas (and the collections for the poor 
during the festive season), the general hard times, and 
the preoccupation with rampant incendiarism, which would 
discourage public assemblages. 

3 6 Malcolmson Popular Recreations, pp. 69-71. 

3 7 "A Looker On" in New Brunswick Courier July 7, 
1838. 
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Unl ike the e x c l u s i v e indoor f e a s t or s o c i e t a l p i c n i c , 

t h e o r e t i c a l l y t he ou tdoor b a r b e c u e c a t e r e d to a l l c l a s s e s . 

The Weekly C h r o n i c l e hoped t h a t S a i n t J o h n ' s m a r r i a g e 

b a r b e c u e i n 1 8 4 0 w o u l d b e l a r g e e n o u g h f o r a l l 

" r e s p e c t a b l e c i t i z e n s " t o p a r t a k e " i f t h e y f e e l i t 

p r o p e r " ; 3 8 i t i s p r o b a b l e , h o w e v e r , t h a t m o s t 

" r e s p e c t a b l e " c e l e b r a n t s found i t " p r o p e r " to a t t e n d only 

as s e r v e r s or s p e c t a t o r s . Such a l a r g e crowd assembled to 

watch the Micmac m a r r i a g e f e a s t in Ha l i f ax in 1840, t h a t a 

n a t i v e dance had to be abandoned . The Ha l i f ax Times n o t e d : 

"The p r i m i t i v e mode in which some of t he Sons of N a t u r e 

b o l t e d t h e i r food and the e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y good a p p e t i t e s 

t h e y d i s p l a y e d a f f o r d e d both amusement and envy" .39 The 

e l i t e s who d id p a r t a k e of t h e f e s t i v i t i e s o f t en d i s t a n c e d 

t h e m s e l v e s from the crowds in p r i v a t e marquees and t e n t s . 

During t h e Ha l i f ax c o r o n a t i o n c e l e b r a t i o n , an e x c l u s i v e 

c l i e n t e l e p a t r o n i z e d a p r i v a t e m a r q u e e on t h e common, 

where "Her M a j e s t y ' s h e a l t h was d r u n k w i t h t h e u t m o s t 

p o s s i b l e e n t h u s i a s m " . The C h a r i t a b l e I r i s h S o c i e t y of 

H a l i f a x e r e c t e d a " h o s p i t a l i t y t e n t " d u r i n g the c o r o n a t i o n 

c e l e b r a t i o n and t h e c e n t e n a r y in 1 8 4 9 , where "members 

cou ld r e f r e s h t h e m s e l v e s . . . a n d d a n c e " . 4 0 
v 

3 8 Weekly Chronic l e A p r i l 17 , 1840. 

3 9 Times May 5, 1840. 

4 0 E x c e r p t i n A c a d i a n R e c o r d e r J u n e 3 0 , 1 8 8 7 ; 
C h a r i t a b l e I r i s h S o c i e t y M i n u t e Book, May 2 5 , J u n e 8, 
184 9, PANS; Harvey "Black Beans , B a n n e r s , and B a n q u e t s " , 
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While the "rich" could "partake [of public feasts] 

if they pleased", Alderman Porter of Saint John contended 

that the "poor should be especially invited".41 As in 

eighteenth-century America, ceremonial occasions and 

holidays determined the type of meal to be eaten by the 

poor. 42 Although a Saint John newspaper congratulated the 

citizens in 1840 for "not having outraged all decency", a 

little "irregularity" was observed,43 which suggests that 

some tried to commandeer more than their fair share, a 

reflection of the tendency of the poor in pre-industrial 

Canada to "feast and be merry" during the seasons of 

plenty.44 in Saint John's Morning News, a "servant" named 

Dorothy Prim intimated the importance of such feasts as a 

diversification of diet: 

Tables are to be spread in King and Queen square 
for the poor people to stuff themselves at; and 
Sam says I shall have a cut of roast beef, and 
whatever else is goin. I do hate this livin on 

pp. 21, 23. For description of such a tent, see Hardy The 
Mayor of Casterbridge, pp. 109-11. 

41 New Brunswick Courier May 23, 184 0. 

42 Karsky "Sustenance and sociability", p. 59. 

43 Morning News May 25, 184 0. 

4 4 Judith Fingard "The Poor in Winter: Seasonality in 
Pre-industrial Society", in Michael Cross and Gregory S. 
Kealey (eds.) Pre-Industrial Canada 1760-1849 (Toronto, 
1985), p. 76. In early modern Europe, feasts were scenes 
of gormandizing--Burke Popular Culture in Early Modern 
Europe, p. 178. 
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Gaspereau all one's life.45 

Despite their popularity among the lower orders, the 

number of public feasts was declining in Halifax and Saint 

John by the early Victorian period. Although the 

Novascotian contented that one of the "main objects[sj" of 

Halifax's 1849 centenary committee was to "feed the 

poor",46 no public barbecue materialized, except for the 

Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society's "repast" for the 

Micmacs. Similarly, neither the turning of the sod of the 

European and North American railway in Saint John in 1853, 

or the marriage of the Princess Royal in 1858 succeeded in 

instigating a public feast. A "hard-working man" from 

Halifax also failed to convince the organizers of the 

Prince of Wales' visit to be "magnanimous" towards the 

Micmacs, and provide them with a feast, undoubtedly 

because they feared the harmful effects of "fire water" on 

the aboriginals.47 

The decline of public barbecues may partially be 

attributed to the erosion of old English customs like the 

4 5 "Dorothy Prim" in Morning News May 22, 1840. It is 
probable that this letter was a rather satirical creation 
of the editor, but nonetheless it revealed real sentiments 
in the community. There were other complaints from the 
poor about having to rely on a diet of fish—see Rev. Dr. 
Cochran in W.M. Brown "Recollections of Old Halifax", Nova 
Scotia Historical Society Colls., Vol. 13, 1908, p. 89. 

4 6 Novascotian June 4, 1849. 

4 7 "A Highlander" in Morning Sun July 20, 1860. Also 
see Morning Chronicle July 24, 1860. 
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ox roast, and a strengthening of local autonomy and 

colonial identity. Although one British commentator in 

Saint John for the visit of the Prince of Wales in 1860 

thought that the colonists carried with them "English 

manners, English tastes, and English sympathies", 48 a 

local editor felt that the colonists were acquiring their 

own distinctive "manners, tastes, and habits".49 

A more important factor in explaining the erosion of 

public feasts is urbanization. Ox roasts dated back to 

pre-Victorian times, when Saint John was still a 

"collection of small market villages",50 and in this sense 

resembled the roasts held during village fairs and rural 

festivals.51 it has been argued that leading citizens in 

nineteenth-century urban centres re-enacted the role of 

the English gentry through public occasions, thereby 

4U North British Review in Morning News September 28, 
1860. 

4 9 Editor in Morning News September 28, 1860. Also 
see T.W. Acheson Saint John. The Making of a Colonial 
Urban Community (Toronto, 1985), p. 249. 

->0 Acheson Saint John, p. 5. An ox was roasted in 
many pre-Victorian celebrations in Saint John, including 
the defeat of Napoleon in May 1814, the coronation of 
George IV in October 1821, and the accession of William IV 
—J.V. Saunders "Early New Brunswick Celebrations" in New 
Brunswick Historical Society Newsletter, November 24, 
1987, pp. 3-4; New Brunswick Courier October 13, 1821. 

Malcolmson Popular Recreations, pp. 59-64. 
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temporarily recreating ""traditional' village life".52 

More generally, however, the "village atmosphere" which 

had generated communal feasts was changing in the 

nineteenth century into an increasingly congested "urban 

landscape". 

As the fabric of the early community diminished in 

Saint John, a more sophisticated civic bureaucracy emerged 

to administer the increasingly complex urban centre. 

Initially the ward had been the basis of civic government, 

with the alderman functioning as a paterfamilias , 

creating an intricate network of relationships operating 

on the foundation of blood, service, and patronage. By 

mid-century, however, ward politics was being supplanted 

by a professionalised civic administration, which was 

"more comprehensive, less personal, better organized, less 

arbitrary but more capable of imposing its will on a 

broader front".53 Since public feasts in Saint John had 

been organized by the aldermen and held in the wards, the 

erosion of the centrality of the ward contributed to the 

5 2 P.S. Baker "The Social and Ideological Role of the 
Monarchy in Late Victorian Britain", M.A. Thesis, 
University of Lancaster, 1978, p. 30. Baker is referring 
to the leisure activities of later nineteenth-century 
celebrations, but I think his conception fits these 
earlier feasts more closely. 

53 Acheson Saint John, p. 195. 
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d e c l i n e of these e v e n t s . 5 4 i n 1863, the S a i n t John common 

c o u n c i l d e c l i n e d the s u g g e s t i o n made by Alderman Robinson 

to p rov ide each ward with a g r a n t toward " f u r n i s h i n g the 

poor of t h e ward w i t h d i n n e r a t p u b l i c e x p e n s e " i n 

c e l e b r a t i o n of the P r i n c e of Wales ' n u p t i a l s . 5 5 i n s t e a d , 

Alderman Robinson p e r s o n a l l y provided food and d r i nk f o r 

t h e poor of h i s Sydney ward and o the r wards as w e l l . 56 

Desp i te t h i s i s o l a t e d d i s p l a y of p a t e r n a l i s m , communal 

ward a c t i v i t i e s l i k e ox r o a s t s were being superseded by 

c i t y - w i d e s p e c t a c l e s o rgan ized by a more impersona l c i v i c 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

I n c r e a s i n g d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n between the c l a s s e s a l s o 

accompanied the growth of t h e s e urban c e n t r e s . Pover ty was 

a c c e n t u a t e d by i m m i g r a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y of the famine 

I r i s h in t h e 1 8 4 0 ' s , and t h e s u s c e p t i b i l i t y of t h e 

c o l o n i a l economy to the v a g a r i e s of e x t e r n a l and i n t e r n a l 

t r e n d s and e r r a t i c b u s i n e s s d e p r e s s i o n s . 5 7 In t h i s 

^ 4 For e x a m p l e , s e e a r r a n g e m e n t s by a l d e r m e n and 
a s s i s t a n t s for V i c t o r i a ' s n u p t i a l c e l e b r a t i o n - - S a i n t John 
Common Council Minu tes , May 13 , 1840. 

55 S a i n t John Common Counci l Minu tes , March 7, 1863. 
Compare t h i s to t he 50th a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e l a n d i n g of the 
l o y a l i s t s in S a i n t John in 1833, when the mayor p rov ided a 
s p e c i a l f e a s t for t h e poor a t h i s own e x p e n s e - - C i t y 
Gazette May 16, 23 , 1833. 

5 6 S t . John Globe March 1 1 , 1863 ; New Brunswick 
Courier March 14, 1863. 

5 7 J u d i t h Fingard "The Re l i e f of t he Unemployed Poor 
in S a i n t J o h n , H a l i f a x , and S t . J o h n ' s , 1 8 1 5 - 1 8 6 0 " , 
A c a d i e n s i s , Vol. 5, no . 1, Autumn 1975, p . 33; James M. 
Whalen " S o c i a l W e l f a r e in New B r u n s w i c k , 1 7 8 4 - 1 9 0 0 " , 
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c o n t e x t , p u b l i c f e a s t s , a l t h o u g h s p o r a d i c , w e r e 

u n d o u b t e d l y welcomed as v e h i c l e s of mass poor r e l i e f , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y in H a l i f a x , which had no p u b l i c s y s t e m of 

o u t d o o r poor r e l i e f . 58 Af te r m i d - c e n t u r y , t he immediate 

t h r e a t p o s e d by i n f l u x e s of p a u p e r i m m i g r a n t s had 

s u b s i d e d , and a l t h o u g h p o v e r t y c o n t i n u e d to a f f l i c t the 

i n h a b i t a n t s , f e a s t s no l onge r f u n c t i o n e d a s mass r e l i e f 

m e a s u r e s . I t i s a l s o p r o b a b l e t h a t m i d d l e - c l a s s c i t i z e n s 

d i s t a n c e d t h e m s e l v e s as much as p o s s i b l e from the poor in 

o r d e r to avoid e p i d e m i c s , such as t he o u t b r e a k s of c h o l e r a 

which i n f e s t e d the c i t i e s a t m i d - c e n t u r y . 5 9 

D e s i r i n g to d i s t a n c e t h e m s e l v e s from the d i s e a s e d and 

t h e d e s t i t u t e , m i d d l e - c l a s s o r g a n i z e r s a n d c i t y 

c o u n c i l l o r s began us ing more of t h e money a p p r o p r i a t e d for 

c e l e b r a t i o n s f o r t h e i r own e x c l u s i v e d i n n e r s a n d 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t s . In o t h e r words , t hey t r a n s f o r m e d " f e a s t s 

o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n " i n t o " f e a s t s of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n " . 6 0 For 

example , when t h e E u r o p e a n and Nor th Amer ican r a i l w a y 

opened in S a i n t John in 1 8 5 9 , a b a n q u e t h e l d f o r t h e 

A c a d i e n s i s , V o l . 2, n o . 1, Autumn 1972, p . 60 . 

5 8 T h e a l m s h o u s e i n S a i n t J o h n a c c e p t e d 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for o c c a s i o n a l p o v e r t y — J u d i t h F ingard The 
Dark S i d e o f L i f e i n V i c t o r i a n H a l i f a x ( P o r t e r s Lake, 
1 9 8 9 ) , p p . 4 8 , 5 5 . 

5 9 Geof f r ey B i l s o n "The Chole ra Epidemic in S t . John , 
New B r u n s w i c k , 1 8 5 4 " , A c a d i e n s i s Vol 4 , n o . 1, Autumn 
1974, p p . 8 5 - 9 9 . 

6 0 Metraux "Of F e a s t s and C a r n i v a l s " , p p . 8 -9 . 
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railway commissioners and other administrators and 

financiers excluded the workers who built the railway, 

although the last toast paid tribute to "The men who built 

the Railway—the Navvies--their wives and children".61 Over 

half of the £4579 13s Id appropriated for the provincial 

celebration of the Prince of Wales' visit to Nova Scotia in 

1860 went toward the Halifax ball and banquet. 62 After 

Alderman Robinson lost his motion to supply the poor with 

beef during the prince's marriage celebration in Saint John 

in 1863, the St. John Globe commented: 

A provision to give a good dinner to the poor was 
voted down, that two or three hundred of the 
elite, including the Common Council, may be able 
to enjoy a dance. Was there ever anything more 
heartless or cruel? 63 

Similarly, the Halifax Reporter complained: 

The provincial funds, the people's money, the 
public chest must be freely bled to give a few 
(who least require it) a luncheon, a 
jollification, a swig at a champagne glass, whi'.e 
the same amount spent in providing comforts for 
the many needy and poor persons in the city, would 
be the means of bringing gladness and joy to the 
hearts of those who are in want.64 

New Brunswick Courier June 11, 1859. I wish to thank 
Dr. Ruth Bleasdale for this reference. 

6 9 

A sum of -£2530 17s 9d was expended on the ball and 
banquet—Financial Account at the end of the Minutes of the 
Meetings of the Committee for the Reception of H.R.H. the 
Prince of Wales, 1860. 

63 St. John Globe March 7, 1863; Morning News March 9, 
1863; New Brunswick Courier March 7, 1863. 

6 4 "Things Talked Of in Halifax", in Halifax Reporter 
April 11, 1863. 
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Indeed, the dinner held at the Halifax Hotel in 1863 was 

more "select" than numerous.65 since the city fathers were 

"going it" with the "quality" liquors at the people's 

expense, the Halifax Reporter suggested that they provide 

the public with a cask of ale.66 Although ale was provided 

for the athletic display on the Grand Parade, it did not 

come from the city council, but from the brewer, Alexander 

Keith. The cancellation of the major portion of the athletic 

program resulted in the presentation of the cask to the 

Engine Company for their own entertainment.67 

Efforts to organize public celebration feasts in the 

1880's and 90's ended in failure. The oxen roasted by 

Indiantown merchants on Victoria Square during Saint John's 

Loyalist centennial in 1883, and by the Beef Eaters (an 

association of polymorphians, young men who performed 

burlesque tableaux during special occasions — see Chapter 6) 

in Saint John during the diamond jubilee in 1897, were 

primarily spectacles, rather than concerted efforts to 

provide the poor with a feast, although the poor may well 

have enjoyed them. In Halifax, Stipendiary Magistrate 

DD "J." in Daily Evening Globe April 18, 1863. 

6 6 "Things Talked Of in Halifax" in Halifax Reporter 
April 25, 1863. 

6 7 Morning Sun April 15, 1863. 
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Robert Motton and an anonymous citizen unsuccessfully 

submitted letters to the city council requesting funds for 

a feast for the poor during the golden and diamond 

jubilees respectively.68 in 1897, H.M. Ingraham, the 

American consul, created a "Poor Fund" to provide diamond 

jubilee dinners for the Halifax poor, in imitation of the 

jubilee feast in London.69 Despite the mayor's contention 

that jubilee day was set apart the world over to "help the 

poor and give them a feast", the Poor Fund folded due to 

insufficient subscriptions.70 

One of the most common complaints against holding 

public outdoor feasts was the difficulty of controlling 

distribution. During a public meeting to consider the 

celebration of the birth of the Prince of Wales in Halifax 

in 1841, Samuel G.W. Archibald, the attorney-general of 

Nova Scotia, referred to the disorder of the coronation 

feast in 1838, which interfered with the distribution of 

the food.71 Similarly, in 1897 the Halifax Herald 

6 8 Acadian Recorder June 10, 1887; Herald June 10, 
1887; Anonymous citizen in Acadian Recorder May 11, 1897. 

69 For reference to dinner in London, see Herald July 
16, 1897; Daily Sun May 31, 1897. 

7 0 Poor Fund in Acadian Recorder May 22, 26, June 11, 
15, 1897; Herald June 12, 26, 1897; Daily Echo May 22, 27, 
June 11, 16, 1897. The distribution was delayed until 
dominion day—Daily Echo June 25, 28, 1897; Herald June 
26, 1897. Insufficient subscriptions—Herald July 5, 1897. 

71 Novascotian December 16, 1841. Also recall the 
"irregularities" during the Marriage feast in Saint John— 
Morning News May 25, 184 0. 
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d e s c r i b e d a f e a s t for t h e poor as an " i n d i s c r i m i n a t e and 

u n i n t e l l i g e n t " form of a l m s g i v i n g , 7 2 which undermined the 

d i s t i n c t i o n in V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y between t h e " d e s e r v i n g " 

and " u n d e s e r v i n g " poo r . The d e s e r v i n g poor s u f f e r e d from 

i l l n e s s or m i s f o r t u n e , were t h o u g h t t o be h o n e s t , and 

showed a t l e a s t some i n i t i a t i v e , wh i l e t he undese rv ing 

were de f ined as l a z y , p r o f l i g a t e , and even c r i m i n a l . 7 3 At 

p u b l i c d i s t r i b u t i o n s , l i k e t he ox r o a s t , i t was d i f f i c u l t 

t o i d e n t i f y d e s e r v i n g r e c i p i e n t s . 74 A l e t t e r t o t h e 

e d i t o r of t he New Brunswick Courier b e l i e v e d t h a t very few 

poor dese rved a f e a s t in honour of t h e Queen ' s m a r r i a g e in 

1 8 4 0 , s i n c e in S a i n t John he p e r c e i v e d " v e r y l i t t l e 

s u f f e r i n g from p o v e r t y , u n l e s s i t be where p o v e r t y and 

v i c e a r e u n i t e d " . 7 5 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n of food c o u l d be more r e a d i l y 

mon i to red by i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g t h e p u b l i c f e a s t . The 

f r a g m e n t a t i o n of p u b l i c f e a s t s i n t o i n d i v i d u a l d i n n e r s for 

t h e poor in pena l and c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s made them 

much e a s i e r to c o n t r o l than ou tdoor ox r o a s t s . H a l i f a x ' s 

c o m m i t t e e f o r t h e c e l e b r a t i o n of Queen V i c t o r i a ' s 

7 2 Herald J u l y 5, 1897. 

7 3 F i n g a r d "The R e l i e f of t he Unemployed Poor" , p p . 
3 8 - 3 9 . 

7 4 G w e n n y t h A n d r e w s " T h e E s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l Ca re in H a l i f a x in t h e M i d-N i ne t e e n t h 
C e n t u r y " , Honours Essay , Da lhous i e U n i v e r s i t y , 1974, p . 4 . 

7 5 L e t t e r to e d i t o r in New Brunswick Courier A p r i l 
18 , 1840. 
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coronation in 1838 provided special dinners for inmates of 

the poor house, the gaol, and the Bridewell.76 similarly, 

the Saint John common council organized a dinner in the 

gaol, and in 1840, distributed provisions to the almshouse, 

hospital asylum, gaol, and workhouse in commemoration of 

Victoria's marriage.77 in Halifax during the nuptial 

celebration, the Charitable Irish Society raised 

subscriptions for dinners in the poor asylum, the gaol, and 

the Bridewell,78 and Nova Scotia's lieutenant-governor, Sir 

Colin Campbell, donated a supply of beef, bread, and beer 

to the inmates of the poor asylum and the prisoners in the 

gaol.79 The following year, the inmates of the asylum, gaol, 

and Bridewell in Halifax enjoyed special dinners as part of 

the celebration of the birth of the Prince of Wales.80 

Although outdoor feasts fell out of favour 

/D Acadian Recorder August 11, 1838. On the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of Saint John in 1833, the 
lieutenant-governor and the mayor provided the prisoners in 
the penal institutions with roast beef and plum pudding—as 
reported by J.W. Lawrence in Daily Telegraph November 21, 
1882, in Scrapbook C27, p. 30, SJRL. 

77 Coronation—Excerpt in Daily Sun April 12, 1887; 
marriage—Minutes of the Common Council, Saint John, May 14, 
1840; New Brunswick Courier May 16, 1840; Weekly Chronicle May 
29, 1840. 

78 Novascotian April 23, 1840; Times April 21, 1840; 
Acadian Recorder April 25, 1840; Charitable Irish Society 
Minutes, April 9, 27, May 18, 1840, PANS. 

7 9 Acadian Recorder April 11, 1840. 

80 
Novascotian December 16, 30, 1841; Acadian Recorder 

December 25, 1841. 
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i n t h e p u b l i c d o m a i n , t h e y c o n t i n u e d t o be h e l d i n t h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s . A g a o l d i n n e r i n S a i n t J o h n , and an 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n H a l i f a x ' s p o o r a s y l u m h e l p e d t o mark t h e 

v i s i t of t h e P r i n c e of Wales i n 1 8 6 0 . 8 1 i n h o n o u r of t h e 

P r i n c e ' s n u p t i a l s t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r , t h e l i e u t e n a n t -

g o v e r n o r of New B r u n s w i c k d o n a t e d p r o v i s i o n s t o s e v e r a l 

p o o r a s y l u m s i n t h e p r o v i n c e . 8 2 i n H a l i f a x , t h e p r o v i n c i a l 

t r e a s u r y a l s o p a i d f o r a d i n n e r a t t h e p o o r a s y l u m . 8 3 

I n m a t e s of t h e c h a r i t a b l e and p e n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s c o n t i n u e d 

t o r e c e i v e s p e c i a l m e a l s d u r i n g t h e c e l e b r a t i o n s of t h e 

l a t e V i c t o r i a n e r a . 8 4 

Poor i n h a b i t a n t s a r r a n g e d t o e n t e r t h e p o o r h o u s e and 

t h e p r i s o n i n o r d e r t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e of t h e s e m e a l s , a s 

w e l l a s f o r p r o t e c t i o n and s e c u r i t y . 85 The p o o r d e b t o r s 

i n t h e g a o l s who d i d n o t h a v e t h e r e s o u r c e s t o buy b r e a d , 

a n d h a d t o r e l y o n r a t i o n s f r o m o t h e r p r i s o n e r s , 8 6 

8 1 Morning Sun J u l y 2 3 , 1 8 6 0 . A l s o s e e e n t r y r e c e i v e d 
f rom t h e c i t y f o r a d i n n e r i n t h e p o o r a s y l u m on t h e 
P r i n c e ' s v i s i t t o Nova S c o t i a i n 1 8 6 0 - - H a l i f a x ' s Poor 
Asylum A c c o u n t Book , A u g u s t I 8 6 0 , RG 3 5 - 1 0 2 , 33 B . l , PANS. 

8 2 S t . John G l o b e March 1 1 , 1 8 6 3 ; Morning News March 
1 8 , 1 8 6 3 . 

8 3 H a l i f a x ' s P o o r A s y l u m A c c o u n t B o o k , May 1 8 6 3 , 
PANS. 

8 4 The p o o r r e c e i v e d m e a l s d u r i n g t h e g o l d e n and 
d i a m o n d j u b i l e e s - - A c a d i a n R e c o r d e r J u n e 2 0 , 1 8 8 7 ; D a i l y 
Echo May 1 4 , 1 8 9 7 ; H e r a l d J u n e 2 5 , 1 8 9 7 . 

8 5 F i n g a r d The Dark S i d e o f L i f e , p p . 5 2 , 5 4 - 5 5 , 5 7 . 

8 6 See l e t t e r from J o h n S m i t h , S a i n t J o h n , A p r i l 1 7 , 
1 8 3 8 , t o Mayor Hazen i n R o b e r t F . H a z e n , M a y o r a l t y P a p e r s . 


