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ABSTRACT

Public celebrations are useful arenas in which to
sctudy chanyging social relationships in nineteenth-century
urban society. In Saint John and Halifax, early Victorian
celebretions encouraged the participation of the lower
orders 1in ox roasts and folk sports. By mid-century,
however, these activities had begun to decline, 1n
response to the pressures of urbanization, class
development, and urban reformism. Urbanization fragmented
the communal atmosphere of early Victorian displays, while
class differentiation created a desire among the emerging
middle class to mailntain social distance through exclusive
and "respectable" celebration activities. Urban reformers
attempted to create the “respectable celebration" by
eradicating the objectionable aspects of "traditional"
celebrations--drunkenness, rowdyism, and animal sports--
and by providing instead more discerning and 1nstructive
alternatives. By the late nineteenth century, the
emphasis of public celebrations had shifted from physical
to aesthetic gratification, as celebrations were
transformed from participant to spectator events.
Nonetheless, celebrants adapted to these changes by
informally participating in the spectacles, and by taking
advantage of the alternatives created by

commerclalization.
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INTRODUCTION

The celebration is a symbolic act which marks a
speclal occasion, event, or personage, and may <ncompass
such acktivities as "festivals, rituals, ceremonies,
spectacles, pageants, £étes, holidays, extravaganzas, and
partakers of all these elements".l Some celebrations are
spontaneously-generated, but most "cultural performances”
have a "pre-existing script" which separates them Ffrom
normal "“action". As Milton Singer has succinctly put at,
there can be no performance without "pre-formance".2 The
prominent anthropologist, Victor Turner, has also argued
that celebrations are generally connected with
"expectable, culturally shared events", such as individual

and sociral rites de passage, work cycles, seasonal

observances, religious rites, and commemorations of the
community. The celebration can therefore be located within
an i1ndividual's life-cycle, tne family, the neighborhood,
the village, the city, or the nation.3

The celebrations discussed in this thesis took place

l Richara Dorson, as gquoted in Victor Turner
"Introduction", in Victor Turner (ed.) Celebration.
Studies in Festivity and Rituwal (Washington, D.C., 1982),
p. 23.

2 Mi1lton Singer as quoted i1in John J. MacAloon
"Introduction: Cultural Performances, Culture Theory", in
John J. MacAloon (ed.) Rite, Drama, Pestival, Spectacle.
Rehearsals Toward a Theory of Cultural Performance
(Philadelphia, 1984), p. 9.

3 Turner "Introduction", p. 1l2.

1



2
within the nineteenth-century urban context of Halifax and
Saint John, and commemorated shared community events,
notably royal, national, and lLocal anniversaries. The
analysis begins in 1838 with the celebration of Queen
Victoria's coropation, and ends with the monarch's diamond
jubilee an 1897. In the 1intervening years, Saint John and
Halifax also celebrated other royal occasions--the Queen's
marriage in 1840, the birth of the Prince of Wales 1in
1860, Queen Victoria's golden Jjubilee in 1887, and the
visits of the Prince of Wales in 1868, and of Lord Lorne
and Princess Louise 1in 1878. Local and national milestones
lncluded the cities' centenary anniversaries, and the
celebration of Confederation in 1867. In addition, a
regular array of local, national, and royal anniversaries
occurred annually.

Nineteenth-century commemorative celebrations are
particularly interesting fcr the discrepancies which
frequently arose between rhetoric and reality.
Contemporaries argued that by bringing people together,
commemocrative celebrations forged a consensus which
transcended all social and political boundaries. During
the visit of the Prince of Wales to Halifax in 1868, a
resident commented:

Tho' political feelings run awfully high!
Tho' each party for power good-natur'dly try!
Yet amidst other flags that surmounted the spruce,
Was the best of them all--the glad ensign of truce,

Which caus'd us to throw ev'ry discord aside,
And go heart and soul with the popular tide.

s g o e

e
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Then hap! hip! huxrah for both mother and son,
Nova Scotians rejoice, we'll not be outdone,

Here's a health to the Prince, double health to the Quesen,
Let us banish all squabbles, and live--"quite sercne!"4
Functional theorists have adopted this imagery at face

value. French sociologist, G.S. Metraux has argued that:
Traditional feasts and festivals recall the
origins-~whether mythical or historical--of a
community of men. They are occasions when
cultural and national 1dentity can be reasserted
and feelings of self-awareness and participation
in common experiences reaffirmed.5S
This analysis 1s applied not only to "traditional"
festivities, but also to modern celebrations. The most
well-known functional analysis of a royal ceremonial
celebration is Edward Shils' and Michael Young's study of
Queen Elizabeth II's Coronation in 1953. Drawing on the
theories of Emi1.e Durkheim, these two English sociologists
interpreted the ceremony as a collective reaffirmation and

perpetuation of "sacred" values embodied 1n the monarchy,

such as charity, loyalty, and a "reasonable respect" Cfor

4 Lines picked up under one of the Triumphal Arches
in Granville Street, being dedicated without permission,
to the Mayor and Corporation, by a devoted admirer of the
Prince of Wales--Evening Express August 15, 1860. For
other references to the ultimate harmony of the
celebration, see Evening Express August 8, 186¢; Morning
Journal August 6, 186@; Acadian Recorder September §,
18640.

5 G.S. Metraux "Of Feasts and Carnivals", Cultures,
vol. 3, no. 1, 1976, p. 7. Similarly, Jean Duvignaud
"Festivals: A Sociologilcal Approach", Cultures, Vol. 3,
no. 1, 1976, p. 21 argues that commemorative celebrations
"serve to dramatize a founding act in order to reanimate
the spiritual life of the community by recalling its basic
covenant or the sacrifice of a leader®.
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authority, which they believed held British society
together.6 Episodes of excess and behavioral license are
understood within the functional perspective as temporary
safety-valves to let off steam, and thereby preserve and
strengthen the status quo.7

The functionalist perspective 1is not without merit,
for some nineteenth-century commemorative celebrations did
generate a degree of consensus. However, this emphasis on
concord does not take into account the complexity of
celebrations or of the nature of the modern social order.
Revisionists of the last two decades have depicted modern
celebrations as dilalectical and dynamic processes,
operating in a complex and conflict-ridden society. In
their study of Victorian festivities, Elizabeth Hammerton
and David Cannadine emphasize the dialectical nature of

the celebration, as an event which embodies the "tensions

6 E. Shils and M. Young "The Meaning of the
Coronation", Sociological Review, New Series, Vol. 1,
December 1953, pp 64-78. In the American literature,
commemorative celebrations are discussed as manifestations
of "civil religion"--Robert N. Bellah and Phillip E.
Hammond (eds.) Varieties of Civil Religion (New York,
1980; Wade Clark Roofe (ed.) "Religion in America Today",
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science, Vol. 48¢, July 1985,

7 For a discussion of the safety-valve explanation,
see Barbara A. Babcock "Introduction", in Barbara A.
Babcock (ed) The Reversible World. Symbolic Inversion in
Art and Society (Ithica, 1972), pp. 22-32; Frank Abbott
"Cpld Cash and Ice Palaces: The Quebec Winter Carnival of
1894", Canadian Historical Review, Vol. 64, no. 2, p. 170;
Natalie Zemon Davis "Women on Top", in her Society and
Culture in Early Modern Europe (Stanford, 1975), p. 1340.
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and conflicts" as well as the "links and sharted
assumptions of.,.society".8 Frank A. Manning 1identifies a
"radical contrast within celebration" between the "ritual
mode" of celebration, which replicates and upholds the
social order, and the "play mode", which reverses and
inverts "ordinary reality".9 According to Victor Turner,
the celebration 1s a manifestation of symbolic pluralism:
it can be "multivocal", speaking i1n "many ways at once";
"multivalent", having "various meanings or values"; and
"polysemous", having or being "open to several or many
meanings".1d

The celebration can also be understood both as an
"interpretative" statement about the social order, and as
an "instrumental"” arena for the mobilization of social and
personal objectives. Steven Lukes, a political scientist,
assigns an 1instrumental role to celebrations as "symbolic
strateg[ies] used by different groups under specifiable
structural conditions to defend and attain power vis-a-vis

other groups", by "drawl[ing] people's attention and

8 Elizabeth Hammerton and David Cannadine "Conflict
and Consensus on a Ceremonial Occasion: The Diamond
Jublilee 1n Cambridge 1n 1897", The Historical Journal,
Vol. 24, no. 1, 1981, p. l46.

9 Frank E. Manning "Cosmos and Chaos: Celebrations in
the Modern World", in Manning (ed.) The Celebration of
Society. Perspectives on Contemporary Cultural Performance
(Bowling Green, Ohio, 1983), p. 21. For a discussion of
social 1nversion, see Babcock The Reversible World.

10 turner "Introduction", p. 16.
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invok[ing] their loyalties towards a certain powerfully
evoked representation of the social and political
order".ll Similarly, Sally F. Moore and Barbara G.
Myerhoff argue that celebrations not only "mirror existing
arrangements and existing modes of thought", but "can act
to reorganize them and even help to create them".12
Roberto DeMatta merges these various perspectives by
pointing out that the celebration "does not have to be
coherent or functional, and can contain elements which are
competitive or concurrent, which express different ways of
seeing, interpreting, and realizing social structure".l3

While social scientists continue to ferret out the
complexities of contemporary celebrations, and the
festivals and rituals of other cultures,l4 historians
have been relatively silent about such occasions. The
dearth of historical studies is certainly not a reflection

of a poor resource base. Indeed, in 1897, the Acadian

ll steven Lukes "Political Ritual and Social
Integration", in his Essays in social theory (London,

12 Sally F. Moore and Barbara G. Myerhoff " Secular
Ritual: Forms and Meanings", in Sally F. Moore and Barbara
G. Myerhoff (eds). Secular Ritual (Amsterdam, 1977), p. 5;
Manning, "Prelude", in The Celebration of Society, p. X.

13 Roberto DeMatta "Constraint and License: A
Preliminary Study of Two Brazilian National Rituals", in
Manning The Celebration of Society, p. 254.

14 see the two relatively recent collections of
essays edited by Manning The Celebration of Society, and
Turner Celebration.
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7
Recorder coqmented that a "full account®™ of the diamond
jubilee would be "work"™ for the "future historian", Efor
there were ample materials for his pen".l5 It may be that
the "prominence" of public festivities has not been
"sufficiently recondite" to "suit the tastes" of many
historians, or that the "popular dimension" of
celebrations has led to accusations of triviality. But
probably the greatest disincentive for historians has been
the fragmentary and dispersed nature of the rich
documentation.l® Indeed, the evidence for this thesis is
culled from a variety of discrete sources, including
newspapers, pamphlets, programs, government documents,
institutional records, correspondence, and diaries.

Most of the historical literature that has been
published on celebrations focusses on early modern Europe
and pre-Victorian England. Indeed, the genre of
commemorative celebrations can be traced back to late
sixteenth-century England, and the emergence of a
national, secular, and dynastic calendar, based on the
anniversaries of the Protestant monarch, and symbolic

historical deliverances.l7 This emphasis on the

15 Acadian Recorder June 26, 1897.

16 Jeffrey L. Lant "Forward" in his Insubstantial

Pageant. Ceremony and Confusion at Queen Victoria's Court.
(New York, 19884).

17 pavid Cressy Bonfires and Bells. National Memory
and the Protestant Calendar in Elizabethan and Stuart
England (Berkeley, 1989). Also see Natalie Zemon Davis
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celebrations of early modern Europe reflects theilr
prevalence and importance as part of the contemporary
secular and religious calendar. The largely rural and
communal celebrations of the early modern period became
less frequent and probably more difficult to stage and to
study, as the processes of urbanization and
industrialization created a more complex and fragmented
society, and the 1nfluences of evangelicalism and
reformism dampened the vitality of popular amusements.
Indeed, historical accounts of later Victorian
celebrations are much more obscure. Jeffrey Lant has
examined the mismanagement of Queen Victoria's golden
jubilee 1n London,l8 while Thomas Richards has studied the
commercial image of Queen Victoria as it emerged during
the same celebration.l9 The diamond jubilee has received

attention from Elizabeth Hammerton and David Cannadine,

Society and Culture ir Early Modern France (Stanford,
1975); Peter Burke Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe
(London, 1978); an analysis of earlier celebrations 1is
found in C. Phythian-Adams "Ceremony and the Citizen: The
Communal Year at Coventry, 1450-155¢", in P. Clark and P.
Slack (eds.) Crisis and Order in English Towns, 1560-1760
(London, L1975), pp. 58-88; for a discussion of later royal
occasions, see Linda Colley "The Apotheosis of George III:
Loyalty, Royalty, and the British Nation, 1769-1820¢", Past
and Present, Vol. 102, February 1984, pp. 94-129.

18 Lant, Insubstantial Pageant.
19 Thomas Richards "The Image of Victoria in the Year

of Jubilee", Victorian Studies, Vol. 31, no. 1, Autumn
1987, pp. 7-32.
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9
who have analyzed 1ts celebration in Cambridge.2¢ [n a
more general vein, Patrick Joyce has briefly touched on
the role of late Victorian royal events in furthering town
patriotism 1n northern England.2l There are a few analyses
of national observances in the United States, particularly
independence day and memorial day.22 In the Canadian
context, the Quebec winter carnival of 1894 has been
analyzed,23 and a master's thesis has been written on
Queen Victoria's diamond jubilee in Winnipeg.24
These analyses of individual celebrations are
important for detailed i1nsights, but 1t 1s only by
studying celebrations over time that one can understand
the process and dynamics of celebration. Useful studies of

the historical development of celebrations include David

20 Yammerton and Cannadine" Conflict and Consensus",
pp. lll-46.

21 patrick Joyce Work Society, and Politics (London,
198@), pp. 278-79.

22 william H. Cohen "A National Celebration: The
Fourth of July in American History", Cultures, Vol. 3, no.
1, 1976, pp. 141-56; analyses of memorial day in the
United States are often discussed .n a more modern
setting, and within the context of civil religion--for a
review of the literature, see Roofe "Religion in America
Today". For an analysis of civic celebrations at the turn
of the century, see David Glassberg, "Public Ritual and
Cultural Hierarchy: Philadelphia's Civic Celebrations at
the Turn of the Twentieth Century", Pennsylvania Magazine
of History and Biography, Vol. 1¢7, July 1983, pp. 421-48.

23 abbott "Cold Cash and Ice Palaces".
24 Thomas W. Dickens "Winnipeg, Imperialism, and the

Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee, 1897", M.A. Thesis,
University of Manitoba, 1982.
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Cannadine's examination of changes in the meaning and
performance of monarchical ritual in London between
c.1820 and 1977,25 and William H. Cohn's discussion of the
changing definitions of "appropriate ceremonial" for the
July 4th celebrations in the United States.26 Insights
into the evolving nature of celebrations can also be
gleaned from studies on related topics. For example, Mary
Ryan throws light on the changing experiences of a
specific group of celebrants, by delving into the role of
women 1n public celebrations 1in nineteenth-century
American cities.27 Also, Peter Bailey's study of leisure
in Victorian England, 28 and Robert W. Malcolmson's
analysis of popular recreations,29 provide a framework in

which to place the nature and evolution of celebratory

25 pavid Cannadine "The Context, Performance, and
Meaning of Ritual: The British Monarchy and the Invention
of Tradition, c. 1820-1877", in Eric Hobsbaum and Terence
Ranger (eds.) The Invention of Traditiom (Cambridge,
1983), pp. 165-209; also P.S. Baker "The Social and
Ideological Role of the Monarchy in Late Victorian
Britain", M.A. Thesis, University of Lancaster, 197¢;
Bonnie Huskins "“Royal Occasions in Coventry: 1887, 1897,
19¢2", M.A. Thesis, University of Warwick, 1986.

26 cohn "A National Celebration", pp. 141-54,

21 Mary Ryan "Ceremonial Space. Public Celebration
and Private Women", in her Women in Public. Between
Banners and Ballots, 1825-1886 (Baltimore, 1990¢), pp. 19-
57.

28 peter Bailey Leisure and Class in Victorian
England. Rational Recreation and the Contest for Control,
1830-1885 (Toronto, 1978).

29 Robert W. Malcolmson Popular Recreation in English
Society, 17806-1856 (Cambridge, 1973).
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events. Susan G. Davis concentrates on the development of
a particular mode of celebration in her study of
processions in nineteenth-century Philadelphia.30

Celebrations of the early Victorian period largely
resembled those of the late sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, with their emphasis on bellringing, "health-
drinking", feasting, illuminations, and bonfires.31
However, Jjust as the Victorian middle class strove for
more rational recreations,32 celebration organizers and
reformers attempted to provide more respectable and
appropriate public ceremonies and events, in honour of the
venerated symbols of monarch and country. The definition
and articulation of the respectable celebration, like the
nature and meaning of respectability itself, was "not
uniform throughout society but varied, indeed, conflicted,

according to class situation and experience".33

30 susan G. Davis Parades and Power. Street Theatre
in Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia (Philadelphia, 1986).

31 Cressy Bonfires and Bells, p. xii; for similar
celebratory events in the United States, see Cohn "A
National Celebration", pp. 144-45.

32 Bailey Leisure and Class.

33 Neville Kirk "Respectability", in his The Growth
of Working Class Reformism in Mid-Victorian England
(Ucrbana, 1985), p. 175; F.M.L. Thompson The Rise of
Respectable Society. A Social History of Victorian
Britain, 1836-1968 (London, 1983), p. 360. Brian Harrison
has also pointed out that "respectability was always a
process, a dialogue with one's fellows, never a fixed
position"--Brian Harrison "Traditions of Respectability in
British Labour History", in his Peaceable Kingdom:
Stability and Change in Modern Britaim (Oxford, 1982), p.
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"Class situation" is defined both in terms of socio-
economic position and association. The latter criterion
allows for a degree of elasticity and flexibility, which
15 necessary when discussing the transient and formative
nature of class in the nineteenth century. The term
"middle class" 1is used to refer to the prominent merchants
and professionals in Saint John and Halifax, as well as
members of the "governing elite"--military officers,
imperi1al officials, and provincial administrators. These
leading cirtizens frequently joined forces on celebration
committees and 1in exclusive entertainments. The "lower
middle class" 1s comprised of two main groups, the petty
bourgeoisie of shopkeepers and small businessmen, and the
new white collar salaried employees--clerks, managers,
lesser professionals, and minor civil servants--all of
whom shared a similar position of economic and social
marginality to the established bourgeoisie. Members of the
lower middle class often mixed with skilled tradesmen in
celebrations and voluntary organizations, and are
sometimes referred to collectively as the "middling
strata". A grey area certainly existed between
shopkeepers and master artisans who operated their own

establishments, though a number of factors differentiated

16l; Peter Bailey discusses respectability as a role--
Peter Bailey, ""Will the Real Bill Banks Please Stand Up?'
Towards a Role Analysis of Mid-Victorian Working-Class
Respectability", Journal of Social History, Vol. 12, no.
3, Spring 1979, pp. 336-53.

JRUNIPWE
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13
the artisans from white collar workers. White collar
workers enjoyed the promise of some kind c¢f salary scale,
and more relative security than the artisan, whose 1income
was related far more to vagaries of the trade cycle, local
employment fluctuations, 1illness and injuries, and
overtime. The former distinguished themselves Ffrom the
latter by cultivating a status consciousness as salaried
employees and non-manual workers. The individualism and
family-centeredness of the lower middle-class lifestyle
also generated an ideology of personal mobility, whereas
the craft pride and collective support structure of the
tradesmen created a more corporate i1dentity.34 While
class, as well as ethnic, racial, and gender 1dentities
can be distingulshed at certain times during the
celebrations, the social composition of the celebrants who
attended many of the large public attractions 1s difficult
to discern. Thus, they are necessarily described in this
study 1n rather general and vague terms like "the crowd",
"the populace", "the lower orders", "the plebeians", and
"the poor".

Saint John and Halifax provide the context Ffor this
case study of public celebrations. The two cities were

chosen for comparison because, as the two most populous

34 Geoffrey Crossick "The Emergence of the Lower
Middle Class in Britain--A Discussion", in G. Crossick
(ed.) The Lower Middle Class 1n Britain, 1878-1914
(London, 1977), pp. 12-51.



14
centres in the Maritimes, they exhibited a number of
similarities and differences. The celebration of the visit
of the Prince of Wales to Halifax and Saint John in 1869
helps to 1llustrate some of these factors. During the
visit, Halifax touted its "institutions, conventions, and
scenery" before the Prince and his royal suite.35 Local
dignitaries entertained the Prince and his companions at a
levée and grand ball, held in two of Halifax's most
impressive public buildings--the Government House and the
Province Building. The visitors also appreciated the
scenery of the Bedford Basin, as they watched a regatta
and rode a steamer to the Prince's Lodge in Bedford, and
admired the panoramas of the Northwest Arm, on their trip
to Andrew Down's Zoological Gardens. Nicholas Augustus
Woods of the London Times, described the scenexry of
Halifax as "wild and romantic".36 Military reviews, and
the displays of naval vessels, decked out in flags and
bunting, also greeted the celebrants.

In Saint John, "commerce, capacity and capabilities"
were the "features paraded before visitors",37 in the form

of several symbols of commercial progress. One of the

35 ¢.M. Wallace "Saint John Boosters and the
Railroads 1in Mid-Nineteenth Century", Acadiensis, Vol. 6,
no. 1, Autumn 1976, pp. 72-73.

36 Nicholas Augustus Woods The Prince of Wales in
Canada and the United States (London, 1861), p. 14.

37 Wallace "Saint John Boosters", pp. 72-73.
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foremost symbols of commercial progress was Saint John's
Suspension Bridge over the reversing rapids, which the
Prince crossed a couple of times during his sojourn in the
city. The Prince also visited the sawmill of John
Robertson in Carleton, where he was shown how to
manufacture deals. Celebration organizers tried to boost
Saint John's partially-completed European and North
American rallway, and the natural resources of the
province, by sending a deputation to persuade the Prince
and hls entourage to ride the railway to Shediac on his
way to Prince Edward Island, and thus see Sussex Vale, the
most fertile part of the province.38 Although the Prince
stuck to his original plan of travelling to P.E.I. via
Windsor and Pictou, he rode the new railway to Rothesay en
route to Fredericton, accommodated in a lavishly decorated
"Prince of Wales" car,39 a moving exhibition of the
"credible specimens of Saint John manufacture".4y

The symbols of progress promoted by Saint John
boosters reflect the commercial nature of the city. Saint
John and Halifax were both commercial entrépots in the
nineteenth century. Halifax relied on the salt EFish trade,
particularly with the West Indies, and a general import

trade. Saint John extracted and processed timber from a

38 Morning News June 7, 186@.
39 Woods The Prince of Wales, p. 49.

40 Preeman August 4, 1864d.
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large wooded hinterland along the St. John River, and
engaged competitively 1n an 1nternational timber trade and
ship building industry. Saint John was a larger centre than
Halifax at mid-century. Between 1851 and 1861, the
population of Saint John (and Portland) grew from 31,174 to
38,004,441 while Halifax was a good deal smaller, at 20,000
in 1851, 1ncreasing to slightly over 25,00¢ in 1861.42 One
Haligonian noted in comparing Halifax with Saint John: "Both
ciltles engage largely 1n commerce, but in our city it holds
a seconddary place, 1n the other it is everything".43 1In
1860, Nicholas Woods agreed that Saint John was the superior
commerclal centre:
St John's [sic] which is the real, though not the
legislative capital of New Brunswick, is one of
the most picturesque and flourishing cities of the
North American Provinces...there is an air of
business and prosperity about the place very
different from the languor that ordinarily
prevails at Halifax.44

Woods' comments 1gnited the fires of civic rivalry between

Saint John and Halifax. The Saint John Morning News gloated:

41 C.M. Wallace "St. John", Urban History Review, No. 1l-
75, 1979, p. 15.

42 Census of Canada, Halifax, 1861.
43 s quoted 1n Wallace "Saint John Boosters", p. 73.

44 London Times 1n Freeman September 13, 1860. The
Toronto Leader also thought that Halifax could not compare
with Saint John--P.B. Waite "A Visit to Nova Scotia and
Louisbourg in 186¢", Nova Scotia Historical Quarterly, Vol.
2, no. 2, 1972, p. 131.
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we are not a little amused at the cavalier way

in which he treats our rival city, when

comparing it to St. John. Our friends over the

way won't like it, but it is fun for us, and we

hope they will not think hard of St. John

because the leading paper of the world says

{through its correspondent) 'On the whole,

however, though large and Elourishing,

struggling Halifax seems in every way inferior

both in beauty and importance and wealth to St.

John's [sic)], New Brunswick.45
By the 1890's, Saint John began to fall behind, in
response to the pressures of industrialization, the
decline of the timber trade and the ship building
industry, outmigration, and the Great Fire of 1877, among
other problems. Between 1881 and 1891, the city
experienced a 5.3% net loss of population, whereas
Halifax's diversification as an administrative and
military centre ensured a minor growth of 6.6%.46

Halifax's status as the provincial and administrative
centre of the province allowed the city to parade its
institutions and conventions before the visitors in 18640.
In addition, the city's major British garrison and naval
station generated the large military displays. Halifax's
military spectacle particularly exceeded that of Saint
John's after 1870, when the British army withdiew from all
Canadian bases except for Halifax, where it remained until

19¢6. The continuous influence of the professional army in

Halifax stimulated several service industries, and

45 Morning News August 29, 1864.

46 census of Canada, Halifax, 1881-91
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profoundly affected the nature of the city's pageantry and
social life, as officers became entrenched in the ranks of
the local elite. Woods, the Times correspondent, commented
that the presence of the garrison and naval station
"secures to the inhabitants of Halifax more of what is
termed ‘good society' than can be found in any other of
the provinces".47 Rank-and-file soldiers, numbering
between 2G@G~4GGQ,'alsb comprised close to 25% of the
resident male population of Halifax in the nineteenth
century.48

Saint John was distinguished by the demonstration of
the Orange Lodges during the 1860 visit.49 The Orange
Lodge expanded in Saint John in the 184@'s as a means of
pProtecting British institutions, Protestantism, and
Protestant jobs from the encroachment of thousands of
Irish Roman Catholic immigrants who descended on the city
during the Irish potato famine. Collective violence

eventually erupted in 1845, 1847, and 1849, between the

47 Woods The Prince of Wales, pp. 14-15.

48 Judith Fingard The Dark Side of Life in Victorian
Halifax (Porter's Lake, 1989), p. 15; Fingard "Beyond the.
Halifax Barracks: The Social Context of Late Victorian
Army Life", the MacNutt Memorial Lecture, University of
New Brunswick, 1983-84, p. 3.

49 The scale and nature of the demonstration are
unknown, since the newspapers refused coverage for fear of
encouraging 1t--Freeman September 8, 11, 15, 1860; Morning
News September 7, 1860¢.
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Protestants and Irish Roman Catholics during the public
celebration of symbolic holidays, primarily the
Orangemen's July 12th anniversary of the victory of the
Prince of Orange (William III) at the Battle of the Boyne
in 169¢, and the Irish Roman Catholics' observance of St.
Patrick's day.5¢Y Halifax also endured an element of anti-
Catholicism, but besides the "Gourlay Shanty Riot" of
1856, initiated by the protests of Irish Roman Catholics
over Crimean War recruitment, most of it was rhetorical in
nature. Halifax's anti-Catholic movement in the mid-
nineteenth century was less violent than Saint John's,
probably because of the smaller numbers of Irish
Protestants in the city, and the relative weakness of the
Orange Lodge.51
Saint John also differed from Halifax in exhibiting
more colorful working-class pageantry during the visit, in
the form of a trades procession, and a burlesque
demonstration, the latter of which was orchestrated by a
working-class organization called the Calithumpians.52 The
participation of the trades reflects the primacy of the

skilled workers in Saint John's commercial development.

50 scott W. See "The Orange Order and Social Violence
in Mid-Nineteenth Century Saint John", Acadiensis, Vol.
13, no. 1, Autumn 1983, pp. 68-92.

5L pA.J3.B. Johnston "Popery and Progress: Anti-
Catholicism in Mid- Nineteenth-Century Nova Scotia",
Dalhousie Review, Vol. 64, 1984, pp. 146-63.

52 gee Chapter 6.
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The city's dock laborers also cultivated an active role in
civic affairs through the considerable bargaining power
attained by the seasonal pressures of the timber market.53
Furthermore, the early establishment of the Saint John
common council 1n 1785, provided the lower middle and
upper working classes of that city with a longer legacy of
participation 1in public life than their counterparts in
Halifax, who did not form a corporation until 1841. The
el1ghteenth-century incorporation of Saint John also meant
that the common council had already worked out many of its
responsibilities and powers by the early nineteenth
century, unlike the aldermen and city councillors of
Halifax, who had just begun to define and negotiate their
powers and privileges.
Although only a handful of Indians appeared in the
nineteenth-century census records for Halifax and Saint
John,54 because of seasonal migration and segregation in

the reserves,55 the former city made greater use of its

53 1an McKay "The Working Class of Metropolitan
Halifax, 185¢-~1884", Honours Essay, Dalhousie University,
1975, pp. 174-75.

54 According to census records, no Indians resided 1in
Saint John from 1851-81, and only two were noted 1in
Halifax in 188l. A few appeared on the Northwest Arm and
in Dartmouth, and also in Saint John's neighboring city of
Portlan:d, and the nearby communities of Indiantown,
Lancaster, and Simonds--Census of Canada, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, 1851-81.

55 According to Elizabeth Hutton "Indian Affairs in
Nova Scotia, 1760-1834", in H.F. McGee (ed.) The Native
Peoples of Atlantic Camada (Ottawa, 1983), p. 88, the
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aboriginal population during the 1860 visit. In Halifax,
three private citizens opened a subscription in 1860 to
provide "traditional costumes" for a deputation of Micmacs
to appear in the ceremonies.56 These aboriginal
representatives were the first to receive the Prince of
Wales with an address in Chebucto Harbour, and provided an
escort of canoes to lead the royal barge to the Halifax
wharf.57 Micmacs also appeared at the levée,58 and
participated in bow and arrow competitions and foot races
on the common,59 and in canoe races during the regatta.
The Micmacs personally presented the Prince with a number
of crafts, including a guilled box and lid, containing
fourteen placemats.69% The greater visibility of the
Micmacs in Halifax's public ceremony may be a result of

the proximity of the Micmac camp across the harbour in

"pbroad outline"™ of the reserves was "operative" in Nova
Scotia by 1834.

56 por elaboration, see Chapter 7.

57 Woods The Prince of Wales, p. 21.

58 Acadian Recorder August 11, 1864.

59 see Chapter 8.

60 For a description, see R.H. Whitehead "Micmac,
Maliseet, Beothuk Collections in Great Britain", N.S.
Museum Curatorial report, no. 62, January 1988, p. 12. The
collection, pp. 13-16, also lists a number of other items
which were either represented to the Prince of Wales in
1860, or to Prince Arthur in 1869, including a tobacco
pipe and pipe stem, four canoe models and wooden

furnishings, two male and three female dolls, and a pair
of moccasins.
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Dartmouth.6l The less visible participation of the
aboriginals 1i1n Saint John's public celebration 1s probably
a product of the New Brunswick government's general
disregard for 1ts native population. Unlike Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick had no safeguards regarding Indian lands and
indebtedness, a pattern of neglect which undoubtedly
occurred 1n social and cultural affairs as well.62
Indians also played a relatively small role in Saint
John's historical memory and sense of civic identity.
Saint John had a forward-looking and commercial image as
the "Liverpool of the Bratish North American Provinces".
Wnen the city did look back, 1t centred on the Loyalists
as the honorary founders of the city. In Halifax, on the
other hand, the native people figured largely 1in
Cornwallis' establishment of Halifax 1in the wilderness of
1749. Indeed, one Haligonian referred to the Micmacs in
1860 as the "real representatives of the Province".63 The
significance of aboriginal symbolism is reflected by the
presentation of a portrait of Mary Christianne (Morris)

Paul, Micmac artist and model, to the Prince of Wales as a

61 Woods went across the harbour to visit the camp
during his sojourn in Halifax--Woods The Prince of Wales,
p. 36.

62 1.s.F. Upton "Indian Affairs in Colonial New
Brunswick", Acadiensis, Vol. 3, no. 2, Spring 1974, pp. 3-
26.

63 wp Highlander" in Morming Sun July 2¢, 1864.
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memento of Nova Scotia.®4 visitors also identified the
participation of the Micmacs as a peculiar characteristic
of Halifax's celebration 1n 1860. The London Times
correspondent devoted much of his commentary on Halifax to
descripticns of the native people and their role in the
festivities.b65

In both cities, direct participation £for women was
largely restricted to elite entertainments and the grand
ball 1n Halifax,66 3 pattern which continued well into the
late nineteenth century. Children had also been relatively
neglected 1n celebrations until the visit in 1869, when a
concern over the free reign of large numbers of children
led celebration organizers in Saint John and Halifax to
contaln them in a separate children's demonstration.%7 Saint
John and Halifax also experienced the effects of evangelical
Protestantism, which saw children as inherently 1innocent,
and thus contributed to the sentimentalization of childhood

and the need to segregate children in a morally correct

64 R.H. Whitehead "Mary Christianne Paul", Dictionary of
Canadian Biography, Vol. 1ll, p. 679.

65 Woods The Prince of Wales, pp. 14, 21, 26, 34, 35-
37.

66 See Chapter Three.

67 See Chapter Four.
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environment.68

Public celebrations provide an insightful arena in
which to study interweaving social relationships in
nineteenth-century Saint John and Halifax. The first chapter
of the thesis examines the social composition of the
celebration organizers, and the tensions and conflicts which
arose in the process of orchestrating the celebrations. The
focus then shifts to the instrumental role of celebrations,
and their utilization by certain parties in Nova Scotia to
gquestion and challenge the powers and privileges of the
Lieutenant-Governor, the most prominent member of the
organizational elite. This discussion of the "movers and
shakers" is followed by an analysis of the social
relationships and developments embodied in celebratory
events. Chapter 3 examines public drinking and feasting, and
the factors which contributed to the demise of traditional
ox roasts. After public feasts £fell out of favour,
spectacles became the primary mode of celebration. Chapters
4 and 5 discuss demonstrations and processions as rituals
which i1nculcated patriotic values and presented orderly and
respectable versions of the social order. A contrasting

culture of celebration 1s offered in Chapter 6, which

68 Janet Guildford "I often run in the streets of
Halifax': Middle Class Attitudes to Children in Halifax,
1850-1870", unpublished paper presented to the faculty-
graduate seminar, Dalhousie University History Department,
1989, p. 1.
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focusses on the antirespectable tradition of social
lnversion in burlesque processions. The 1dea of the
"respectable celebration" found its most extreme expression
1n the desire of some middle-class men and women to shift
the emphasis of celebration from short-term pageantry to the
founding of long-term memorials, as discussed i1n Chapter 7.

By the late nineteenth century, the respectable celebration
had to share the stage with the commercialized celebration.
Chapter 8 traces the development of celebratory sports from
public contests to organized spectator sports, while Chapter
9 centres on the role of the entrepreneur as the provider
of commercialized alternatives, and the creator of tourist
attractions. This thesis concludes that, in the course of
the reign of Queen Victoria, celebrations were transformed
from participant to spectator events, organized by experts

with scant respect for folk customs.



CHAPTER 1

ORGANIZATION

Historical and sociological studies often describe
celebrations as vehicles used by middle-class organizers
for the perpetuation of bourgeois values, and the
reinforcement of the status quo.l While this may be true,
1t obscures the complexity of the organization of
celebrations, as well as the competition of various
constituent elements within the leadership group. David
Cannadine and Elizabeth Hammerton argue that in order to
understand, reconcile, and explain the "¢ontradictions and
paradoxes which obtrude at the level of theory", it is
necessary to piece together the "actual way in which a
community planned and enjoyed" celebrations.2 This chapter
focuses on the organization of nineteenth-century
celebrations in Saint John and Halifax, especially the
changing composition of the organizing committees, and the
debates and conflicts which arose over the financing of

the festivities.

1l ror example, see N. Birnbaum "Monaxchs and
Sociologists: A Reply to Prof. Shils and Mr. Young",
Sociological Review, New Series, Vol 3., 1955, pp. 5-23;
Thomas Dickens "Winnipeg, Imperialism, and the Queen
Victoria Diamond Jubilee Celebration, 1897", M.A. Thesis,
University of Manitoba, 1982, pp. 7, 9, 7@, 94, 234, 235,
239, 2409.

2 Elizabeth Hammerton and David Cannadine “"Conflict
and Consensus on a Ceremonial Occasion: The Diamond
Jubilee in Cambridge in 189%7", The Historical Journal,
Vol. 24, no. 1, 1981, p. l4e.

26
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CELEBRATION COMMITTEES
An "organizational elite" planned most celebrations
in Saint John and Halifax in the first half of the
nineteenth century. Leading citizens filled the ranks of
the organizational elite, 1ncluding impecrial
administrators, members of the provincial, civic, and
military authorities, and prominent merchants and
professionals. The lower middle and respectable working
classes were represented by the civic councils, which, by
mid-century, were primarily comprised of shopkeepers and
tradesmen.3
The lieutenant-governor usually proclaimed and
initiated royal celebrations. Upon the accession of Queen
Victoria 1in 1837, Robert F. Hazen, the Mayor of Saint
John, received a letter from the Lieutenant-Governor's
office, 1nstructing him to "cause Her Majesty to be
forthwith proclaimed, with...ceremonies at Saint John".4
Civic authorities usually needed little prodding to

celebrate.5 Saint John's common council organized most of

3 T.W. Acheson Saint John. The Making of a Colonial
Urban Community (Toronto, 1985), pp. 7, 33, 34-35, 77-78;
Janet Guildford "Public School Reform and the Halifax
Middle Class, 185¢-18706", Ph.D. Thesis, Dalhousie
University, 1990, p. 1l45.

4 William J. 0Odell tc¢ Mayor Robert F. Hazen, August
5, 1837, in Robert F. Hazen, Mayoralty papers, N.B. Museum.

5 Linda Colley "The Apotheosis of King George IIL:
Loyalty, Royalty, and the British Nation, 1760-1828" Past
and Present, Vol.l#2, February 1984, p. 125.
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the city's celebration of Queen Victoria's coronation in
1838, and her marriage in 184@. Since Saint John had been
incorporated by royal charter 1in 1785, unlike Halifax,
which did not become a corporation until 184., Saint
John's common council had, by the Victorian period, a
longer, more 1ingrained tradition and sense of
responsibility for providing festivities for the citizens.
Halifax followed the Saint John practice when its new city
council took over the celebration of the birth of the
Prince of Wales 1in 1841,

Military officers sometimes teamed up with the
lieutenant—-governor to provide entertainments,
particularly 1in Halifax, the residence of the lieutenant-
governor of Nova Scotia, and the site of a large British
gartison and naval station. The Times and Courier
commented in 1849 that the lieutenant-governor, garrison,
and public departments should be directly involved in
celebrations in Halifax; for they had the "means and
appliances" which were "altogether beyond our reach as
mere civilians".6 The lieutenant-governor and the military
furnished the only officially organized attractions during
the nuptial celebrations of Queen Victoria in 184¢ and

those of her son, Prince Albert in 1863, which ipnnluded a

ball during both occasions, a military review in 184¢, and

6 Times and Courier April 1@, 1849.
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a sleigh raide in 1863.7 In 1863 Haligonians complained
that "we can get nothing up in Halifax without the aid ol
the military".8 Military displays sometimes comprised the
only visible observances of annual anniversaries Llike
Queen Victoria's accession and coronation, royal
birthdays, natal day and dominion day.9 The militaxry
authorities tired of walting for the Halifax city council
to act in regard to the diamond jubilee in 1897, so they
held their own meeting, appointing a committee to confer
with the Mayor.l§
At other times, voluntary organizations initiated the
proceedings. The Nova Scotla Philanthropic Society
instigated the celebration of the anniversary of the

settlement of Halifax in 1839.11 National societies also

7 Acadian Recorder April 11, 184¢; Times BApril 14,
184y; Morning Chronicle March 12, 14, 1863; Evenlng
Express March 11, 1863; Halifax Reporter March 17, 1863;
Morning Sun March 11, 1863; British Colonist March 12,
1863. Civilians organized other activities at a later date.

8 "Things Talked of 1in Halifax" 1n Halifax Reporter
March 14, 1863.

9 Garrison Orders, Saint John , N.B., 1855-61, RG 8,
I "C" Series, Vol 1195K, Micro C 3518, PAC; Index to
Garrison Orders, Halifax, 187¢-87, RG 8, I "C" Series,
Vol. 1194v, Micro C3513, PAC; Garrison Orders Book,
Halifax, 1862-93. RG 8, Vol. 11947, Micro 3514 and C 3515;

Index to Garrison Orders, Halifax, 1855-69, Vol. 1196,
Micro C 3519, PAC.

10 paily Echo May 6, 7, 1897.

1l For the first "Nova Scotian Festival", see
Novascotian June 12, 1839; see D.C. Harvey "Nova Scotia
Philanthropic Society", Dalhousie Review, Vol. 19, October
1939, pp. 287-97, for discussion of some of the original
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furnished the bulk of attractions for Halifax's marriage
celebration in 184¢: the Charitable Irish Soclety provided
dinners for the poor, the Nova Scotia Philanthropic
Society held a procession, church service, and a feast for
the Micmacs, while the St. George's Society enjoyed a
speclal dinner, and the North British Society hosted a
ball and banquet.l2 Halifax's centenary celebration in
1849 was also organized primarily by the national
societlies.l3 Furthermore, a joint committee of the North
British, 1Irish, and St. George's Societies helped to
1nitlate the diamond Jjubilee celebration in Halifax in
1897, by sending a letter to the city council, urging the
aldermen to appoint a committee to confer with the
sociletles.14
The composition of Halifax's Charitable Irish Society
reflects the membership of these benevolent organizations.
While the Trish society boasted a high proportion of
government officials, military officers, and merchants for
about fi1fty years after its founding in 1786, 1in the

1840@'s it began to attract a broader cross-section of

members, and the origins of Natal day.

12 Acadian Recorder May 2, 9, 184¢; Novascotian May
7, 1840; Times April 28, May 5, 12, 1840.

13 7imes and Courier April 16, 17, 1849. The
Centenary Anniversary of the Settlement of Halifax, June
8, 1849 (Halifax, 1849).

14 Halifax City Council, Minutes, December 1@, 1896,
pp. 112-13, PANS.
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society, including artisans and workers. In 1838, over
half of the society belonged to professional and white
collar groups, such as clerks, editors, and minor civil
servants, and just over one-third to the artisans. By
1848, the professional and white collar groups fell to 41%
of the membership, and the workers and artisans rose to
nearly 68%. Despite a broadening membership, the
leadership of national societies (those who were
responsible for organizing celebrations) remained
primarily in the hands of the elites.l5

These initiators often held public meetings to
discuss the major celebrations. The public meeting served
as a "forum for the views of the most prominent elements”
in Saint John and Halifax.l6 For example, the public
meeting in Saint John for the visit of the Prince of Wales
in 1860 was attended primarily by leading citizens, and
members of the common council and legislature.l7?
Similarly, in Halifax, "toadies" of the reform government
dominated the 1860 meeting. 18

At these meetings, the citizens often appointed

committees to help in the organization of ¢the

15 7errence M. Punch "The Irish in Halifax, 1836~
1871: A Study in Ethnic Assimilation", M.A. Thesis,
Dalhousie University, 1976, pp. 139-154.

16 Acheson Saint John, pp. 55, 185.

17 Freeman June 28, 1864.

18 Acadian Recorder May 26, 1860.
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celebrations. Members of the organizational elite usually
dominated the committees in the early Victorian period.
The organizing committee for the Queen's coronation
celebraticn in Halifax in 1838 was comprised of provincial
dignitaries and leading citizens, such as the executive
councillors, Michael Tobin and T.N. Jeffrey, assemblyman,
William Young, Judge and High Sheriff, J.J. Sawyer, the
attorney-general, Samuel G.W. Archibald, provincial
treasurer Charles W. Wallace, and leading merchants,
businessmen, and barristers, chaired by the barrister and
executive councilior, James Boyle Uniacke.l9 The citizens
appointed to the celebration committee for the Queen's
marriage festivities in Saint John in 1840, were also very
elitist, encompassing leading merchants and shipbuilders,
such as William Black, John V. Thurgar, and William
Wright, barristers Robert L. Hazen and William Jack, &
couple of physicians, civic officials, and the mayor,
Robert F. Hazen, who was also a barrister by occupation.
By some "unfortunate moving of the pieces of the
Corporation chessboard", government officials and ex-
offi1cials similarly predominated in Saint John's
celebration committee for the Prince's 1860 visit.20 1In

Halifax, the 1860 citizens' committee also embraced

19 ?he names of the individuals on most of the
committees can be found in Appendix 1.

20 Morning News July 9, 18640.
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members of the provincial and civic administrations, as
well as a number of prominent merchants, businessmen,
professionals, and journalists. The Acadian Recorder
complained that these middle-class organizers monopolized
the celebration in Halifax: "“These people...make their
appearance on public occasions, push themselves forward,
and take to themselves airs".21

The committee appointed to organize Halifax's
anniversary of settlement in 1862 drew a few more
representatives from the ranks of the lower middle and
respectable working classes. Shopkeepers, tradesmen, and
delegates from the fire companies and the military
volunteers assisted the usual contingent of aldermen,
lawyers, and merchants. Prominent citizens continued to
exert a degree of hegemony on Halifax's golden Jubilee
executive committee in 1887. Col. Ronald B. Lane, the
general's aid-de-camp, William Ross, the collector of
customs, and insurance agent, A.C. Edwards, orchestrated
the celebration, with the assistance of W.J. Stewart,
jeweller and silversmith, J.D. Mackintosh, lt. col. of the

63rd Battalion of the Halifax Rifles, and Matthew Condon,

2l Acadian Recorder June 9, 186@8. A correspondent
warned that "If it should be made a Barnum affair, and the
Prince be surrounded with the military and other officials
of the Government, to the exclusion of the people, then I
say it will most certainly be a sad affair"--"Malachi
Malagrowther" in Morning Sun May 3¢, 1860. The Evening
Express August 15, 1868, thought that the government
surrounded the Prince with an over-abundance of "starch
and etiquette".
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captain of the Union Engine Company. Although D.A.
Sutherland argues that wholesale merchants and lawyers
continued to dominate Halifax society in the last quarter
of the nineteenth century,22 the "middling strata" of
lower middle- and upper working-class citizens did move
into the organization of celebrations in Saint John and
Halifax during this period. Indeed, by the time of
Halifax's diamond jubilee celebration in 1897,
representatives of various voluntary organizations
comprised the backbone of the celebration committee,
replacing the "most distinguished people”, who appeared to
have got "out of that line altogether".Z23 Perhaps the
"most distinguished people" withdrew from celebration
committees because of the enormous volume of work
generated by the larger celebrations of the late Victorian
period, and a loss of prestige, as their places were
increasingly usurped by the upwardly mobile artisans and
white collar workers. The general composition of the
jubilee committees in Saint Johr reflect the growth of the
lower middle class in the late nineteenth century,

boasting not only professionals and merchants, but also

22 p,A. Sutherland "Halifax, 1871: Poor man's
ci1ty?'", paper presented to the faculty-graduate seminar,
Dalhousie University History Department, March 1, 1991,
pp. 11, 21.

23 the Acadian Recorder July 3, 1897, commented that
the exclusion of these elites from the organization of
celebrations was like unto the "attempted manufacture of
bricks minus the straw".
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the pétit bourgeoisie (shopkeepers, grocers and
druggists), representatives of the growing white collar
sector (clerks, bookkeepers, and accountants), and a
handful of upper working-class tradesmen.

The need for collaboration between the citizens, and
the civic, provincial, military and imperial authorities
became particularly evident during the Prince of Wales'
visit to Halifax in 1860.24 Since the visit was a
provincial affair, the proceedings were overseen by a tri-
partite committee, consisting of three representatives
from the executive government (Joseph Howe, William Young,
and Benjamin Wier), the city council (mayor Samuel
Caldwell, and aldermen William Twining and Hugbh Bell), and
the citizens (Mather B. Almon, Andrew M. Uniacke, and John
Tobin) .25 The Halifax celebration encompassed three major
programs: 1) that of the admiral, consisting of the
landing and arrival of the Prince at the Dockyard, royal
salutes, and other naval observances; 2) the major-
general's, comprised of various military observances, the
Guards of Honour, and a special military review, and; 3)
the executive managing committee's, covering all of the

remaining public events.26 Similarly, committees from the

24 The theme of collaboration is explored in a
different vein in Guildford "Public School Reform".

25 Novascotian June 11, 186¢.

26 Acadian Recorder July 14, 186¢; Morning Sun July
i6, 18, 29, 23, 27, 34, 1864.
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provincial government and city council collaborated to
celebrate the Prince of Wales' nuptials 1in Halifax 1in
1863. Saint John's Loyalist centennial in 1883 was largely -
ocrganized by the common council, with help from the
polymorphians and the firemen.27 This pattern of
cooperation continued in Halifax in the late nineteenth
century, as Queen Victoria's golden and diamond jubilees
in 1887 and 1897 were jointly organized by the city
council, the provincial government, and committees of
private citizens.

Women also collaborated with male organizers,
primarily as a "siient working army",28 making costumes ot
decorating floats for processions. The "superior taste" of
the firemen's turnout on Halifax's natal day in 1862
proved that the "fingers of the wives and sweethearts"
were "not idle".29 After the Loyalist centennial in 1883,
the Saint John fire brigade and Portland firemen published

a card of thanks to the women for their assistance in

27 gee Chapters 5 and 6.

28 Mary Ryan Cradle of the Middle Class: The Family
in Oneida County, New York, 179#-1865 (Cambridge, 1981),
p. 110. For discussion of the Dorcas meeting and the
"endless round of stitching and serving", see F.K.
Prochaska Women and Philanthropy in 19th Century England
(Oxford, 1980), p. 1l.

29  vphoenix" 1in Acadian Recorder June 23, 1862; Mary

P. Ryan Women in Public. Between Banners and Ballots,
1825-1886, (Baltimore, 199¢), p. 43,
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trimming the engines.3? Women's auxiliaries frequently
made or procured flags and colours for male organizations
as a means of showing their loyalty. The women of Saint
John presented a stand of colours to the military
volunteers during the Queen's birthday in 1867,31 and a
banner to the St. George's Society, to be unfurled during
the diamond jubilee celebration in 1897 in testimony of
their loyalty.32

Women also served as hostesses, which improved their
organizational and adminlistrative skills. Indeed, the
hostess was a "stage manager", responsible for her own
conduct, as well as the decorations and physical setting,
and maintaining the genteel politeness of the occasion.33

Mrs. Jeremiah Francis Kenny, a prominent woman in late

30 paily Sun May 21, 1883.

31 Morning News May 27, 1867. Minnie" in Morning News
September 24, 1860, urged the ladies to do all they could
for the volunteers. Indeed, women were urged to nurture
their men as fighters--Letter to editor in Daily Sun May
18, 1885.

32 Daily Sun June 2¢, 1887; Souvenir of the Queen's
Jubilee: An Account of the Celebration at the City of
Saint John, N.B., in the Year of the Reign of Her Most
Gracious Majesty, Queen Victoria (Saint John, 1887), pp.
9-12. The female *friends of the newly created Victoria
Division, Knights of Pythias, Saint John, presented them
with colors in 1887--Daily Sun June 17, 1887.

33 Karen Halttunen Confidence Men and Painted Women.
A Study of Middle-Class Culture in America, 183%4-1870 (New
Haven, 1982), especially Chapter on "Sentimzntal Culture
and the Problem of Etiguette"; Leonore Davidoff The Best
Circles. Society Etiquette and the Season (London, 1973),
pp. 41-48.
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Victorian Halifax society, and wife of a dry goods
merchant and 1nsurance salesman, designed the table
decorations for the dinner given in honour of the visit of
the Prince of Wales to Government House in October,
189@.34 She also helped to decorate the Halifax Club for a
dinner to Prince George, and wrote the menu, which she
commented "accounts for faults".35 The hostessing skills
of the wives of high ranking officials were recognized as
being "essential" to their husband's career.36 The
lieutenant-governor's wife, pirobably the most prominent
hostess in the colonies, was ultimately responsible for
extending invitations to the various attractions held in
Government House during celebrations.37
By the late nineteenth century, middle-class women

became involved 1n founding celebration memorials,

34 Sketches and measurements of an elegant 38 foot
long table indicate the placement of mirrors, candelabras,
ferns, ornaments, and lamps-~Scrapbook of J.F. Kenny, no.
60, also see no. 51 for plan of Supper Table, probably
used at Haberdashers' Hall in 1889, PANS.

35 Scrapbook of J.F. Kenny, no. 6@.
36 Davidoff The Best Circles, p. 32.

37 pfter inquiring why he and his wife were not
invited to a special garden party at Government House in
1894, J. Chipman, a wholesale merchant, complained that
Mrs. Daly had not even been to call on his wife to see if
she was a "proper person or not". He was informed that
invitations were sent only to those ladies and gentlemen
who had "“favored Mrs. Daly by calling upon her"-- J.
Chipman to Col. Clarke, private secretary, Halifax,
August 21, 1894, in RG 2, Vol. 12, no. 2763, PANS.
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including charitable and cultural 1institutions.38 They
also began to appear more frequently on official
celebration committees with the men. The Acadian Recorder
commented that "the ladies especially, assisted by their
gentlemen associates on the committee of management" made
Halifax's golden jubilee ball "a perfect paradise,
artistically and sociably."39 Furthermore, as part of the
National Council of Women's effort to urge local councils
to secure representation on various civic boards,40 Saint
John's local council was given permission to have
representatives on the general celebration committee of
the diamond jubilee in 1897. The ladies committee of the
free public library also joined the committee.4l

The increasing collaboration between different groups

in the organization of nineteenth-century celebrations in

38 gee Chapter Seven.
39 Acadian Recorder June 22, July 4, 1887.

40 veronica Strong-Boag The Parliament of Women: The
National Council of Women of Canada, 1893-1929 (Ottawa,
1976), p. 188-89.

4L gee Appendix l. There is some evidence of female
involvement in pre-Victorian celebrations. Colley "The
Apotheosis of George III", p. 125 mentions considerable
female investment in royal celebrations during the reign
of George III, due to his domesticity, and a rise in
female politicization. Thomas W. Laqueur "The Queen
Caroline Affair: Politics as Art in the Reign of George
Iv", Journal of Modern History, Vol. 54, September 1982,
pp. 442-47, discusses the prevalent role of women in
defending Queen Caroline against accusations of sexual
promiscuity, and in organizing their own celebrations upon
her acquittal.
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Saint John and Halifax did not necessarily mean harmonious

and unanimous cooperation. Dissension frequently occurred
4

over financial responsibility and the preferred mode of

fund-raising.

FINANCING

Before 1860, celebrations were funded by private
subscriptions or civic assessment. Because Halifax was not
incorporated until 1841, citizens subsidized Queen
Victoria's coronation and marriage celebrations by private
contributions.42 Even after incorporation in 1841, the
celebration of the birth of the Prince of Wales was
financed through private collections.43 The national
societies also cadged for voluntary subscriptions to
defray the expenses of Halifax's centenary in 1849.44
Saint John's earlier incorporation meant that it more
frequently financed celebrations through civic assessment.
The Saint John common council taxed the citizens to pay
for the coronation and marriage festivities in 1838 and

184@, although boating enthusiasts opened a private

42 Excerpt in Acadian Recorder June 20, 1887; Times
June 12, 1838. In 1840, the national societies provided
the entertainments.

43 Novascotian December 16, 1841.

44 Times and Courier May 24, 1849; Novascotian May
21, 1849.
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subscription for the coronation regatta.45
During the visit of the Prince of Wales in 1860,
conflicts ensued 1in Saint John and Halifax over the
financial responsibilities of the city and province, and
the method of raising money for the event. In the case of
Saint John, the city's responsibility to provide for the
celebration seemed to be accepted without incident,
probably because of the established practice of the city
council 1n providing festivities for the inhabitants. At a
spec:al meeting in Fredericton, the mayor of Saint John,
the provincial secretary of New Brunswick, and a couple of
government members discussed cooperation between the civic
and provincial authorities in organizing the reception. It
was generally agreed that the city would take care of the
decoration of the streets and squares, the firemen's
procession, and other purely civic affairs, while the
provincial government would finance the rest of the

reception.46 Having agreed on the nature of the city's

45 New Brunswick Courier June 9, 1838, May 16, 23,
1849; Saint John Common Council Minutes, June 7, 15, July
5, 1838, March 12, May 13, 1849, N.B. Museum.

46 Morning News June 1, 186¢; Freeman June 2, 186¢.
On June 1, 1868, the Saint John common council requested
that a bill be brought forward in the legislature to raise
money for the decoration and "ornamenting" of the city,
and "other preparations"--Saint John Common Council
Minutes, June 1, 186@. At Saint John's public meeting to
discuss the celebration, it was reported that the province
had contributed money to provincial events--Freeman June
28, 186@¢. In the council meeting of June 26th, several
communications from the provincial secretary were read
regarding the "arrangements" which the Government "is
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responsibilities for the celebration, representatives
from Saint Jnhn's common council and the provincial
executive council met later 1in Fredericton to discuss the
amounts to be expended for the Prince's reception.47 The
city's responsibilities were estimated at L1508, which the
common council resolved should be raised by assessment.

Despite Saint John's tradition of taxation for public
celebrations, and the emergence of the "“city" as the
primary unit of finance and organization,48 some citizens
opposed assessment because they objected to making the
poor pay for celebrations. The common council attempted to
circumvent the problem by assessing only those who paid
taxes of L5 or more.49 The mayor and citizens formed a
committee to raise the money in anticipation of the

assessment, but were unsuccessful, so they returned the

disposed to advance to cover" the necessary expenses--
Saint John Common Council Minutes, June 26, 1860, p. 373.

47 James Brown's Journal, June 28, 1860, N.B. Museum.

48 Acheson Saint John, see chapters on "Common
Counc1l"™ and "Political Reform".

49 see resolutions of common council, requesting the
members of the city and county of Saint John to give their
assent to the bill for assessment, to be brought forward
at the next session of the legislature--Saint John Common
Council Minutes, June 1, 15, 1l86¢0. It was estimated that
the L1508 would be covered by about 548 ratepayers, in
taxes varying from 30@s to L30, or even more for a select
few--Morning News June 4, 1860; Freeman June 2, 5, 1860.
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responsibility to the corporation.50 The civic authorities
were denied a provincial grant because former advances had
not been repaid.5l An element of class tension probably
also played a role in the province's decision to refuse
the loan. In his poem on the visit of the Prince of Wales
to Saint John, John A, Mace implied that the provincial
government (mainly comprised of professionals and
merchants), saw the common council (dominated by upwardly
mobile artisans and shopkeepers) as "upstarts" only
interested in using the celebration to get ahead, while
the common council resented the provincial government's
control of the public purse:

Legislating men of justice
Friendly meet our Civic board;
Do not be afraid to trust us,
And your gold in coffers hoard.

Help to ornament our city--
Raise the Royal arch of fame,

We've no plot like the bandittai,
Only think to gain a name.52

50 The city recorder reported that there would be no
difficulty in raising the money--Saint John Common Council
Minutes, June 15, 1864.

5l The mayor requested a conference with the
provincial govermment--Saint John Common Council Minutes,
June 15, 1860; draft of a petition to the Governor-in-
Council for a loan of L15@f--Saint John Common Council
Minutes June 19, 1860; the government could not accede to
the request, so the council asked the mayor to call a
public meeting--Saint John Common Council Minutes, June
23, 1860; Freeman June 23, July 5, 1860. The nature of the
corporation's unpaid advances are not specified.

52 John A. Mace "LINES. Composed upon the approaching
visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales to New Brunswick" in
Morning News July 3¢, 1860.
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The common council eventually authorized mayor McAvity to
raise L5¢¢ for the East Side celebration committee and
L1803 for the West Side committee, by borrowing on the
securlty of the L4900 Water Debentures, to be raised the
following year by assessment.53 Eventually, in 1862, the
expenses of the Prince's reception, which came to $986,
were defrayed by assessing persons paying over $12 in
taxes.54
Like their Saint John counterparts, the Halifax city
council formed a committee to confer with the provincial
government over the organization of the Prince's
reception.55 At the public meeting convened by mayor
Caldwell to discuss the celebration,56 executive
government member Joseph Howe put forward a resolution
that the corporation be authorized and requested to make

suitable preparations for the reception. Tory opposition

53 saint John Common Council Minutes, July 17, 1864.

54 wstreet Committee Report" in Saint John Common
Council Minutes, April 9, 1862.

55 Acadian Recorder May 12, 1860; Morning Journal May
9, 1860; British Colonist May 9, 1860; Evening Express May
7, 1860; Morning Sun May 11, 1860. Meeting of city council
to discuss resolutions with the provincial government--
Morning Sun May 28, 1860; letter from Joseph Howe to the
mayor, May 14, 1860, regarding the appointment of the
executive council committee, and a meeting scheduled with
the Mayor and friends on May 15th--RG 1, Vol. 168, 1864,
p. 24, PANS.

56 Requisition requesting the mayor to convene a
meeting-- Mormnirg Sun May 23, 1860; Evening Express May
23, 1860; Morming Journal May 23, 1864.
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members and sympathizers, like Judge J.J. Stewart, John
Toobin, Dr. Charles Tupper, Andrew M., Uniacke, and J.W.
Johnston, argued that the province should bear all of the
expenses, since the visit was a provincial affair, and the
provincial parliament had unanimously passed an unlimited
vote of credit to the lieutenant-governor for the
subsidization of a public reception for the Prince of
Wales .57

Disagreement also arose over how the money should be
raised. Members of the opposition favoured subscription
over assessment, arguing that the citizens, particularly
the poor who could not meet their current expenses, should
not be taxed. John Tobin felt that it would not be fair to
tax the Haligonians twice, once for the province, and then
for the city. J.W. Johnston contended that the present
meeting was not representative enough to assess for next
year's expenses. BAs darkness descended, and people got
increasingly impatient, John Tobin, against his better

judgement, successfully moved that the resolution in

57 parliament's unanimous vote of credit~-Morning Sun
May 23, 186¢; Novascotian May 14, 186¢. On May 7, 1864,
the house of assembly sent the vote of credit to the
legislative council--Morning Sun June 8, 186¢. The
lieutenant-governor gave thanks for the grant during his
prorogation speech--Morning Sun May 14, 136¢; Novascotian
May 14, 1860; Morming Journal May 14, 1860; British
Colonist May 17, 1860.
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favour of civic contribution be passed.58
The press also echoed this debate over the financial
responsibilities of the city and province, and the
preferred umeans of fund-raising. The Tory British Colonist
accused the Liberal government cf throwing the expense and
responsibility of the celebration on whomever wanted to
assume it.59 The Liberal Novascotian, on the other hand,
complained that the citizens who wanted the city to host
the reception, but the province to pay for it, had the
"most extraordinary ideas of the relative importance and
rights of their city in comparison with the rest of the
province", and treated the province as a sort of preserve
for their own uses. The resolution to make Halifax bear
some of the expense followed a reassessment of the
financial difficulties of the administration, and the
realization that Halifax would receive most of the
benefits of the visit.6d
In a letter to the editor of the Evening Express, "An
Economical Citizen" argued that "the poor should be
protected, and I think it would be wrong to impose an

additional tax on that which bte is now bound to pay". A

58 Accounts of the public meeting--Novascotian May
28, 1860; Morning Sun May 25, 156¢; Morning Journal May
25, 1860; Evening Express May 25, 1860; British Colonist
May 31, 18640.

59 British Colonist May 24, 1860.

60 Novascotian June 11, 1864.
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subscription, on the other hand, would "give the men who
are now sucking the very vitals of the province dry, a
chance to contribute and show their loyalty".6l 1In
response, "A Right Loyal Citizen" maintained that
voluntary subscriptions usually fell upon a few liberal
individuals who dispensed substantial amounts. This
effectively shut out the poor, who, although they wished
to contribute, were ashamed to put their meager gifts
beside the larger donations of the affluent. Assessment
permitted every citizen to contribute regardless of means,
and gave them an interest in the ceremony. "A Right Loyal
Citizen" estimated that the poor man taxed ten shillings
would be called upon for one shilling and three pence for
the celebration, about the same amount expended for a
night's amusement at Temperance Hall, and the proposed
attraction was even better, for 1t was a three day
extravaganza.62 Some correspondents advocated a modified
assessment, such as that enacted in Saint John, in which

assessment was only levied on those who paid taxes over

L5.63

6l vAn Economical Citizen" 1n Evening Express May 34,
June 6, 1860. He criticized the impertinence of Howe in
initially proposing the taxation of Halifax, and declared
that the city council would be unfit for office if they
succumbed to the government on this issue.

62 wp Right Loyal Citizen" in Moining Journal May 3¢,
1860.

63 Acadian Recorder June 9, 1860.
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As the Tory antagonists withdrew from the
controversy, Halifax's celebration committee eventually
1roned out the various money-related disagreements. The
committee agreed that the city should be responsible for
the cleaning, ornamentation, and 1llumination of city
streets and civic buildings, the erection of local arches,
and 1nvitations to neighboring mayors, while the province
was accountable for the renovation and decoration of
public buildings, provincial arches, state dinners, and
the levée.64 The method of fund-raising was also
determined, as the city council agreed to authorize the
borrowing of L1000 for their part in the reception, to be
assessed and repaid in 1861.65
Financing continued to be a bone of contention 1in
later celebrations. In Saint John and Halifax, disputes
arose over the amount of the expenditure for Queen
Victoria's golden Jubilee celebration in 1887. Because the
jubilee was a civic event,66 divisions occurred over the
authority of the civic government and the citizens'

committees, not over the responsibilities of the province

64 Committee Meetings June 4, July 7, 1860, Minutes
of the Meetings of the Committee for the Reception of
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 1860.

65 Evening Express May 3¢, June 6, 1860. Morning Sun
June 4, 11, August 2@, 186¢; British Colonist June 7,
September 27, 1860; Novascotian October 1, 186@. The total
expenditures of the city council slightly exceeded the
authorized amount, at L1175.

66 Herald May 3, 1887; Acadian Recorder May 3, 1887.
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and city as during the 1860 visit.

In Saint John, the citizens adopted a program at
their public meeting, which required $§1750-520006. They
proposed to ask the common council £for only $15¢0¢, the
remainder of which was to be raised by subscriptions.67
However, when the jubilee committee submitted the report
to the common council for approval, controversy erupted
over the size of the amount requested. Some common
councillors contended that $1000 was sufficient, while
another proposed that no assessment should be made because
of the "depressed state of business". Eventually the
original request for 81500 was passed, but only by a
margin of one vote. 68

A much more serious dispute arose 1n Halifax over the
financing of the goldepn jubilee. John Allison Bell, an
elderly Haligonian, commented regarding the celebration:

There has been much sguabbling about it for some

months back, how and when it was to be done, who

should have the management or it, and the
foremost places in it, how much should be spent

and who should spend it.69

A few months before the celebration, a city council report

67 Daily Sun May 24, 1887.

68 paily Sun May 24, 1887 thought that the
recommendation of $15¢6¢ would not meet the approval of a
majority of the taxpayers, who would draw the line at
$19¢@. Along with the council's $15¢0, the citizens also
subscribed $926, which made a total of $1926 for the
celebration--Daily Sun June 28, 1887.

69 Diary of John Allison Bell, June 23, 1887, PANS.
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containing recommendations for the event was adopted
wlthout amendment at a public meeting. The citizens of the
meeting instructed the city council to apply to the
legislature, requesting the power to borrow $8000, $3000
of which was for the founding of the Victoria School of
Art and Design, deslignated as a Jjubilee memorial, and the
remainder for the rest of the jubilee program. Despite
some dlsagreement over the size of the grant, the
legislators passed the bill.70 Shortly after, the general
organizing committee adopted the same report.’l However,
when the jubilee finance committee (the executive of the
general committee) presentad their proposal to the city
council, several aldermen opposed what they considered to
be an overly large expenditure, and proposed various
alternatives, all of which were rejected. In the end, the
council appointed a special committee to discuss the
celebration expenditure with the citizens' committee.72

A degree of class tension arose as prominent members
of the general organizing committee, like Col. Ronald B.
Lane and William Ross, aligned themselves against the

tradesmen of the aldermanic committee, accusing them of

10 citizen May 3, 1887; as related by A.C. Edwards
in a letter to the editor of Citizen and Evening Chronicle
May 31, 1887; Critic March 18, 1887; Herald May 3, 1887;
Acadian Recorder May 3, June 2, 1887.

71 Herald May 3, 1887; Acadian Recorder May 3, 1887.

72 pcadian Recorder May 24, 1887; Herald May 24,
1887; Citizen May 24, 1887.
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disloyalty because of their refusal to grant a large
expenditure. However, the composer of a letter to the
Acadian Recorder did not think that tﬁe "extent of our
loyalty" should be "gauged by the amount of our
expenditure". He advocated a modest appropriation, to be
supplemented by a subscription if desired.73 The editor of
the Acadian Recorder agreed: "we should regret to hear the
word “loyalty' too much bandied about in relation to this
celebration". He also uryed moderation:

We must respectfully beg our enthusiastic

friends of the committee to go slow. Perhaps

everybody 1s not as enthusiastic over the matter

as their dear selves...Nothing very marvelous 1is

going to happen anyhow. We must not make

ourselves ridiculous by a bombastic attempt at

something very large, when in reality there

“ain't nothin' to 1t'.74

Rumours developed that the organizing committee
wanted a large expenditure to help finance their own
private festivities. Initially, $325 of the celebration
fund had been earmarked for "incidentals". "The Tax
Payers" sent a letter to the Acadian Recorder, raging: "He
must be a thick-headed person who does not know what this
means. A Jollification all to themselves by the committee

and their particular friends."75 Another cortespondent

requested that the committee be more explicit regarding

73 wy,.p." in Acadian Recorder May 26, 1887.
74 Acadian Recorder May 24, 28, 1887.

75 “The Tax Payers" in Acadian Recorder May 24, 1887.
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the incidentals: "IEf our money 1s going to be wasted, at
least let us know what for!"76 Since the eventual
financial statement did not 1nclude a category for
"incidentals", it is probable that this money was
allocated for more explicit expenses.?7

Hard feelings between the citizens' committee and the
city council erupted in a serious way when an amended
program for $3000 was adopted at a private meeting of the
clty council committee, and published in the Acadian
Recorder.78 At a joint meeting of the committees, a number
of citizens, including William Ross, thought that the
council committee had gone beyond its power and intended
authority in drafting the program. Although the jubilee
commlttee. had been "over-ruled" by the city council, Prof.
Sumichrast, a representative of the Royal Nova Scotia
Yacht Club, and W.S. Fielding, the provincial secretary,
pointed out that it would be even more humiliating to the
honour of Halifax if the committee was to renege on its
responsibilities entirely. Fielding suggested that they
should go through the program and see 1if there was
anything they could change or reduce. Several angry

members thought that the functions of the citizens'

76 vy p." in Acadian Recorder May 26, 1887.

77 wcity Auditor's Report" in City of Halifax, Annual
Repoxrt, 1887-88, p. 65, PANS.

78 pcadian Recorder May 27, 1887.
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committee had been taken away. It was moved that the
executive should resign and leave the matter to the city
council, but the motion was eventually withdrawn. The
discussion went on until well after midnight, with little
resolved.79

The council committee defended itself at a meeting of
the city council. They argued that the citizens had
forgotten the veto-power of the civic authorities; the
legislature had passed the act for the loan, subject to
the approval of the council, stipulating that only the
"necessary" part of the amount was to be expended. If the
cl1tizens had done extensive planning, 1t was
"unauthorized", and their action was a contempt of the
city council. Alderman Worrall repeated the accusation
that the executive committee intended to divert much of
the money into a fund for private incidentals. He could
not justify a large expenditure on a spectacle, when they
n :eded the money for streets, roads, water, lighting and
other public services. The committee also pointed out that
prominent rate-payers, particularly from Ward One, the

"court end" of town,8Y threatened to hold protest meetings

79 For accounts of the meeting, see Acadian Recorder
May 28, 1887; Citizen May 28, 1887; Herald May 28, 1887.

80 Guildford, "Public School Reform", p. 49.
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1f a large expenditure was permitted.8l Furthermore, the
poor, who paid the "bulk" of the taxes, undoubtedly did
not wish to "see their hard earned money wasted 1n
jollifications 1in which they had no part".82 The city
council passed an amendment that a council committee be
appointed to work with the general committee in planning a
program, the cost of which would not exceed $3000.83

A simultaneous meeting of the citizens' committee
incurred further animosity. After hearing of the city
council's decision,84 the citizens agreed to pass the
entire affair into the hands of the city. Again playiling
the role of the mediator and pacifier, W.S. Fielding added
that the amendment should not be understood as a defiant
gyesture, but as an act which was made 1n the best
interests of the city and the celebration, a statement
which undoubtedly did not represent the views of all
members. Fielding also did not wish to exclude those who

sti1ll wanted to be 1involved in the celebration, adding to

8l wrhe rTax Payers" 1n Acadian Recorder May 25,
1887. Also see reports of the city council committee
meeting 1n Acadian Recorder May 27, 1887.

82 ny,p." 1n Acadian Recorder May 26, 1887.

83 Acadian Recorder May 28, June 1, 1887; Herald June
1, 1887; Citizen June 1, 1887.

84 "p Member of the Executive Committee" criticized
the condescension of the council committee, only half of
whom turned up at the citizens' meeting, which meant that
the citizens' committee ended up waiting on the former,
instead of vice versa--Citizen May 31, 1887.
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the amendment that the celebration be left to the city
council "and such citizens as they may wish to associate
with them for that purpose". The Citizen and the Halifax
Herald recorded a unanimous vote for the amendment, but the
Acadian Recorder sensed no particular interest "pro or con",
as the motion was hurriedly put and passed, and the meeting
confusedly "broke-up".85 The council committee reported back
to the city council with the decision of the executive, and
with the recommendation that the mayor and aldermen form
the committee of management.86 The city council unanimously
passed the recommendation, and formulated a program on a
$3060 limit.87

The Critic saw the transfer of responsibility as the
best move for all involved,88 but the Halifax Herald blamed
the resignation of the citizens' committee on the "vicious
eiement” of the c¢ity council, who "caviled" over and
obstructed the progress of the committee, preventing any
contlnuation wilth their self-respect intact. The editor
feared that certain events, like the sports and races, which

"require skill and experience 1n their management, such as

85 Citizen June 1, 1887; Acadian Recorder June 1, 1887;
Herald June 1, 1887.

86 Citizen June 4, 1887; Acadian Recorder June 4, 1887;
Herald June 4, 1887.

87 Morning Sun May 24, 26, June 28, 1887, for wrap up of
financial matters.

88 critic June 3, 1887.
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the city council does not possess”, would consequently
suffer.89 rThe secretary of the executive commilttee, A.C.
Edwards, submitted a couple of letters to the press,
explaining the position of the committee. He contended that
what particularly provoked the citizens' committee was the
sudden negation of their authority and hard work, and 1its
replacement with a hurriedly drawn-up proposal.99

As the details of the 1887 debacle illustrate,
collaboration during public celebrations often degenerated
into conflict. The rhetoric of public occasions usually
painted a neo-Durkheimian image ©of celebrations as
ceremonial activities which "tend[ed] to promote a good
understanding among persons cf all classes", and encouraged

men to "forget their political feuds, and their sectional

839 Herald June 1, 1887.

90 Secretary Edward's letter in Citizen May 31, 1887;
Herald May 31, 1887. Also see letter in Citizen June 2, 1887;
Herald June 2, 1887. Similar 1issues wera discussed 1in the
letter submitted by "A Member of the Executive Committee" in
Citizen May 31, 1887. In 1897, the Nova Scotia government
refused Halifax a grant for the diamond jubilee celebration-
-Acadian Recorder May 14, 1897; Daily Echo May 14, 1897. The
Daily Echo worried that the $1560 raised by the city council
in 1897 was too small, and that Halifax would be outdone by
other colonial cities--Daily Echo May 8, 12, 1897. The "City
Auditor's Report" in City of Halifax, Annual Report, 1897-98,
p. 67, notes that the council voted $1560 for the diamond
jubllee celebration. The eventual expenses came to $1732.43,
the difference being charged to the contingent account.
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Jealousies".91 Indeed, by 1860, celebrations were marked
by an increasing collaboration of the civic, provincial,
imperial, and military authorities, voluntary
organizations, and citizens' committees, the latter of
which had widened by the late Victorian period to include
women and members of the lower middle and upper working
classes. However, the cooperation of these groups often
led to disagreement, particularly over the financing of
the celebrations. The disputes over money instigated
tensions and conflicts between the lower middle- and
respectable working-class members of the civic councils,
and the professional and merchant elites of the provincial
government, as well as between celebration organizers and
rate-payers. This dissension suggests that the
organizational elite and 1ndeed the middle class ictself,
was not unitary and cohesive 1n the nineteenth century,
but was comprised of a number of competitive groups and
individuals, often at cross-purposes with each other. As
Frank E. Manning has commented:
As a public and participatory phenomenon,
celebration is unusually open to conflicting
claims. Social rivals contend for power,
prestige, and other objectives within the
context of celebration and beyond 1t. Like other
cultural productions, therefore, celebration

does not simply ‘reflect' the political field.
It is integrally, and influentially, part of

91 Novascotian May 24, 1858.
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1t."92
An analysis of the role of the lieutenant-governor 1in
public celebrations reinforces the competitiveness and
1ll-defined nature of the respective powers and
responsibilities of the authorities and the citizens

during the Victorian period.

92 Frank E. Manning "Cosmos and Chaos: Celebration in
the Modern World", in Frank E. Manning (ed.) The
Celebration of Sociéty. Perspectives on Contemporary
Cultural Performance (Bowling Green, Ohio’, 1983), p. 28.



Chapter 2

THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR

In the early nineteenth century, the lieutenant-
governor functioned as the imperial representative, and
the head of the colonial establishment. He appointed the
executive councillors who constituted (with him) the
ruling oligarchy. During public celebrations, he hosted
and attended balls and levées, and exercised royal
prerogacives, such as the proclamation of public holidays,
the reception and transmission of congratulatory
addresses, and the pardoning of prisoners. By mid-century,
however, colonists had begun to question the character of
the existing government. Lower middle-class shopkeepers in
Nova Scotia hoped for more political representation in the
new corporation of Halifax in 1841, but were largely
disappointed, as members of the ruling oligarchy assumed
control of the first civic government in an effort to
maintain their hegemony. The first mayor of Halifax,
Stephen Binney, and fellow Tory members of the oligarchy,
used the celebration of the visit of the Prince de
Joinville and the birth of the Prince of Wales in 1841 to
usurp the vice-regal prerogatives of the lieutenant-
governor, and expand their personal powers and those of
the new corporation. In this context, the celebration
represented and promoted "dynamic political processes,
including the realignment of forces and interests within

59
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the body politic".l The lieutenant—~governor suffered serious
challenges a few years Llater, as the achievement of
responsible government in 1848 officially reduced his status
to that of an impartial arbitrator. The strengthening of
party lines meant that attacks on the lieutenant-governor
became largely partisan in nature. Members of the opposition
frequently attacked the lieutenant-governor during public
celebrations as a means of publicly censuring his
administration. Confederation eventually transformed the
lieutenant-governur from a royal representative to a federal
officer, thereby removing his royal privileges.

This analysis of the changing role of the lieutenant-
governor focusses on Halifax, the residence of Nova Scotia's
imperial representative, and the seat of the provincial
government. Since Saint John was not the centre of
provincial polities in New Brunswick, the lieutenant-
governor was not as visible and thus not as politically
controversial. Furthermore, Saint John's incorporation in
1785 meant that the common council had ironed out its civic
responsibilities much earlier than Halifax, Jealously
guarqlng 1ts civic territory from the incursions of

"proprietorial families", the garrison, and even the

b we
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1 Frank E. Manning "Cosmos and Chaos: Celebrations in the
Modern World", in Frank E. Manning (ed.) The Celebration of
Soclety. Perspectives on Contemporary Cultural Performance
(Bowling Green Ohio, 1983), pp. 9, 24.
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lieutenant-governor, although in essence, the mayor was
the governor's man by virtue of the city's royal charter.
In any case, the Saint John common council did not
experience the same degree of vulnerability in struggles
for power and recognition with the provincial government
and imperial authorities during the nineteenth century. as
di1d the relatively new Halifax city council, which had yet
to chart out its responsibilities and powers.2

The emergence of the new corporation of Halifax in
1841 served to challenge the authority of the province's
lieutenant-governor. Prior to incorporation, Halifax had
been governed by magistrates, dominated by a
merchant/professional gentry, who were appointed by the
lieutenant~governor, or through a process of co-option,
and a grand Jjury, chosen by lot from among the more
affluent rate-payers. In the early nineteenth century, the
"shopocracy” of Halifax cultivated a desire for the reform
of the wmunicipal administration of Halifax. These master
craftsmen and retallers had experienced increased property
accumulation, yet were not accommodated within the
existiny governmmental structure. The loss of income and
security as a result of the hard times of the mid-1838's
also fostered dissatisfaction with the merchant community,

and a demand for the liberalization of the gentry-

2 T.,W. Acheson Saint John. The Making of a Colonial
Urban Community (Toronto, 1985), pp. 44-46.
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dominated Anglican Tory administration. Thomas Forrester,
an 1nfluential dry goods retailer, encouraged Joseph Howe,
the leading Nova Scotian reformer, to adopt incorporation
as an attempt to penetrate the boundaries of the urban
gentry. Despite Howe's initial reservation that
corporations would remain "strongholds of oligarchy", he
was swayed by England‘s 1835 Municipal Corporations Act,
which reorganized local government in a more liberal
manner. That year, Howe won a libel suit for publishing a
letter condemning the corruption of the magistrates and
police. Both Howe and Forrester won seats as reformers
during the provincial election in 1836. They presented a
b1ll for the incorporation of Halifax to the assembly on
March 21, 1837, February 14, 1838, and in January 1839,
but were met by elite opposition to the expense and
levelling potential of incorporation, and the hinterland's
suspicion of "urban aggrandizement".

Only the wvisit of Governor-General Charles Poulett
Thomson (Lord Sydenham) to Halifax in 1840 could bring
about some positive action. During his visit, the
governor-general created a coalition government between
Reformers and moderate Conservatives 1n Nova Scotia, and
gave general approval to elective municipal institutions
as a concession to Joseph Howe for his entrance into the
coalition. He left the details of incorporation to the new

lieutenant-governor of Nova Scotia, Lord Falkland. The
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coalition went to work behind the scenes and on BApril 10,
1841, Hal:ifax was lncorporated.3
Controversy eventually erupted over the narcow
qualifications for voters and office-holders.4 Voters had
to own or lease a dwelling house having an annual value of
£20, which limited the Ffranchise to about B00 of Halifax's
2500 ratepayers. The city council positions were
restricted to those owning or occupying a dwelling house
having an annual value of E30, and possessing real and
personal property valued at EBE5YY, while the aldermen and
mayor had to meet the parallel qualifications of &50 and
BlYYd. Only about 100 residents were subsequently eligible
to run for civic office.5 Despite declared opposition to
municipal reform, "considerations of self-preservation"

forced members of the merchant oligarchy to contest for

3 This discussion of the developments leading up to
incorporation is based on D.A. Sutherland "Thomas
Forrester", Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Vol. 7, pp.
347-09; D.A. Sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax",
unpublished paper (I wish to thank David Sutherland for
sharing his research); and J. Murray Beck The Evolution of
Municipal Government in Nova Scotia, 1749-1973. A Study
Prepared for the Nova Scotia Royal Commission on
Education, Public Services, and Provincial-Municipal
Relations, September, 1973, Chapters 2 and 3.

4 Beck The Evolution of Municipal Government p. 14;
Sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax, 1841l", p. 16;
Sutherland "Thomas Forrester", p. 308.

5> sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax", pp.
16,17; Beck The Evolution of Municipal Government, pp. 14,
15. In 1849, the position of the city councillor was
abolished, and E506 of real or personal property above all
encumbrances was prescribed as the qualification for
mayor, aldermen, and assessors.
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seats during the first civic election on May 12, 1841.6
According to William C. Borrett:

the most bitter opponents of that principle

[1ncorporation] were among the first to offer

themselves as confidantes, and thereby get

control of the new civic government, and so

thel1r own 1nterests, and maintain their old

policy of social and political exclusiveness./?
In the first civic election, merchants captured the
mayorship, as well as all of the aldermanic positions,
eleven seats on the city council, and four of the city
assessors' posts. The shopocracy picked up the remaining
eight positions as assessors, and seven seats on the
council. Thus, incorporation served to "modify" but not
"terminate" the tradition of merchant/gentry
"ascendance".8

The disputes over incorporation seemed to disappear
by June 8, 1841, as the celebration of the founding of the
clty was combined with the celebration of incorporation.
At the joint Ffestivities, the new mayor, aldermen, city

council, and recorder enjoyed a procession and

enthusiastic reception. After a boat cruise, an escort of

6 D.A. Sutherland "The merchants of Halifax, 1815~
185¢: a commercial class in pursuit of metropolitan
status", Ph.D. Thesis, University of Toronto, 1975, p. 353.

7 William C. Borrett "The First Mayor. A Pompous
Gentleman", in East Coast Port and Other Tales Told Under
the 01d Town Clock (Halifax, 1944), pp. 83-84. For names
of men on the first council, see Acadian Recorder January
17, 1872.

8 Sutherland "The Incorporation of Halifax, 1841", p.
19.
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approximately 3,000 waited on the mayor at his residence,
and offered cheers for him and his new civic government.9
A few months later, however, a feud developed between
the new mayor, Stephen Binney, and Lieutenant-Governor
Falkland. Their respective personalities and backgrounds
seemed to ensure antagonism. Stephen Binney came from an
established Tory Anglican family. His father, Hibbert
Newton Binney, served as the collector of impost and
excise for over fifty years, a job which was later taken
over by Edward Binney, Stephen's brother. Stephen Binney
married the daughter of William Pryor, a prominent
merchant, while his brother, Stephen Newton Binney,
married into the merchant family of W. A.Black. 1@ Lorad
Falkland, on the other hand, was an aristocrat, with an
"egocentric temperament", who "lacked adroitness, pliancy,
and self-effacing detachment to be an adept manager of
colonial politicians or a skillful moderator of their
factional rivalries". He loathed the "upstart pretensions"
of the "die-hard Tories of the old official and merchant
clique" in Nova Scotia, such as Stephen Binney. Indeed,

Falkland described Binney as "a weak vain man, proud of

9 Borrett "The First Mayor", pp. 82-83.

16 Binney's nephew, son of the Rev. Hibbert Binney,
later became Bishop Hibbert Binney--Entry under "Hibbert
Newton Binney", in "New Englanders in Nova Scotia",
Crowell's Scrapbook, p. 224, PANS; Sutherland "The
merchants of Halifax", p. 357; C. Alexander Pincombe

"Stephen Binney", Dictionary of Canadian Biography”, Vol.
19, p. 66,
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his office, with somewhat ultra ideas of his own
importance”.ll

The dispute in question between Falkland and Binney
began when the mayor refused to lift the city's quarantine
restrictions to allow the smallpox-infested ships of the
visiting French Prince de Joinville (son of King Louis
Philippe of France), to land in Halifax on September 6,
1841.12 The prince and the lieutenant-governor defied the
restriction, and held a number of events to mark the
occasion, including a ball and a couple of dinners.
Although the new mayor and Mrs. Binney were invited to
Government House on their way to the ball to be presented
to the Prince, Mayor Binney declined the invitation,
believing he should have been invited to dine with the
prince, since, as he pointed out, he was next in power and
authority to Lieutenant-Governor Falkland. This

impertinence angered Falkland, who proceeded to dismiss

11l Novascotian November 4, 1841; Lord Falkland to
Lord John Russell, December 2@, 1841, as gquoted in
Sutherland "The merchants of Halifax", p. 354. Even a
correspondent who supported Mayor Binney admitted that the
mayor could be an "offending and obnoxious...individual"--
"A Citizen" in the Halifax Times January 18, 1842, p. 23.
For the description of Falkland, see Peter Burroughs
"Lucius Bentinck Cary, 1l@th Viscount Falkland", Dictionary
of Canadian Biography, Vol. 11, pp. 155-56; Thomas H.
Raddall also notes that Lord Falkland had no tact when it
came to dealing with "colonials", and that he was the last
of a long line of governors with the same problem--Thomas
H. Raddall Halifax Warden of the North (London, 1950), p.
194.

12 gutherland "The merchants of Halifax", p. 354.



67

Binney from nis staff as militia aid de camp, to be
replaced by Captain John McNab, a relative of Joseph
Howe's wife. Howe played down the significance of the
office, and Binney's predicament, joking that 99 out of
108 Hzligonians could not have cared less "whether Colonel
Binney or Capt. McNab cut up the Governor's Turkies or
[led] Dowagers into Dinner".1l3 Although the Mayor later
presented an address to the prince, and was invited to the
regatta ball, he reportedly "never forgave the social
affront of ranking him below the members of the Provincial
Government".,14

In the aftermath of the prince's visit, anti-Falkland
papers, such as the Halifax Times, began a tirade against
the lieutenant-governor for his treatment of Mayor
Binney.l5 In response, Lord Falkland contended that since
the "Prince de Joinville affair", Binney had become a tool
of a party opposed to his administration, and had also
shown considerable bitterness to the llieutenant-governor

personally.l6 Joseph Howe, who had the personal confidence

13 Novascotian September 36, 1841, as quoted in J.

Murray Beck Joseph Howe. Conservative Reformer 1864-1848
(Kingston, 1982), p. 233.

14 Borrett "The First Mayor®",p. 85; Sutherland "The
merchants of Halifax", p. 354.

15 Borrett "The First Mayor", p. 85.
16 Novascotian December 23, 1841; Times December 7,

14, 1841; Falkland to Russell, December 22, 1841, RG 1,
Vol. 116, pp. 126-29, PANS.
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of Lord Falkland at this time, commented that Mayor Binney
"considered the city insulted, wrote impertinent notes,
and kicked up a deuce of a row [into] which I was dragged
of course, having to defend Falikland who did not know how
to defend himself". As well as being Falkland's defender,
Howe acted as "protocol officer", pointing out that no
mayors were listed in the Colonial Office's Table of
Precedence. He commented:

I proved, conclusively, that being only Mayor of

ona town, he had no right to take rank among the

Provincial officers, and that there were

hundreds of persons who in England would be

asked to meet a foreign prince before the Mayor

of London or Bristol.l7
The Novascotian, a reform organ, proceeded to publish
several pages of instruction for Mayor Binney on the
etigquette of international courcesy.l8

The antagonism between Binney and Falkland
intensified during the celebration of the birth of the
Prince of Wales three months later. During this
celebration, Mayor Binney exercised certain privileges
thought by the imperial and provincial authorities to be
prerogatives of the lieutenant-governor. By attempring to

usurp these powers, Mayor Binney questioned the legitimacy

of the authority held by the imperial representative and

17 as gquoted in Beck, Joseph Howe p. 233.
Unfortunately, I could find no original table of
precedence for this period in Nova Scotia.

18 Borrett "The First Mayor", p. 85.
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his administration, and showed the lack of confidence in the
definition of the government's powers at thls time.

Initially, the celebration seemed to proceed relatively
harmoniously. At a public meetiny to discuss the
festivities, most disagreements revolved around the mode of
celebration: many objected to holding a ball and called for
more common amusements. The c¢ity council was deemed
pPremature 1n openlnyg a subscription for a public ball.
Joseph Howe, in an effort to smooth the waters between
Falkland, his administration, and the explosive mayor,
voiced his approval of the actions of the city council. In
the end, a unanlimous vote placed the organization of thne
celebration in the hands of the corporation, and Joseph Howe
called for cheers for the city council and their efforts.l9Y

The harmony of the celebration disintegrated when the
mayor offered to present congratulatory addresses to Queen
Victoria in person, instead of going through the lieutenant-
governor, the usual channel for such affairs. The
Novascotian saw the mayor's offer as part of a Tory plot to
"play off a mayor outspokenly hostile to the political
changes that had taken place against the governor who had

made the changes".20 The paper also contended that the

19 Novascotian December 16, 1841.

20 Novascotian September 38, 1841, as quoted in Beck,
Joseph Howe, p. 234.
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Tories attempted "under cover of a National Holiday, to
play off political tricks".21 Using his influence as
mayor, Binney managed to convince the city council to
entrust him with their address, but only after they
consulted with Lieutenant-Governor Falkland, and resolved
to present him with a separate congratulatory address.22
In their discussions of the career of Stephen Binney, C.
Alexander Pincombe and William C. Borrett short-change the
significance of this incident. They correctly explain
Binney's success 1n convincing the city council to entrust
him with their address, but they overlook Binney's efforts
to transmit as well the addresses of the natioconal
socleties, which instigated the controversy.23 The Tories'
domination of the St. George's Society, with Stephen
Binney as a vice president and his brother as treasurer,
meant that Binney had little difficulty in passing a
resolution in favour of mayoral transmission, although,

like the city council, they also agreed to present a

2]l Novascotian December 16, 1841.

22 Novascotian December 16, 1841l; Times December 14,
21, 28, 1841, January 4, 1842, To no avail, the Hon. Hugh
Bell, a brewer, who had lost the mayorship to Binney,
presented his personal protest regarding the mayoral
transmission of the council address--Novascotian December
36, 1841.

23 pincombe "Stephen Binney", p. 66; Borrett "The
First Mayor", pp. 86-87.
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separate address to Falkland.24 Liecutenant-Governor
Falkland thought it reasonable, albeit irreqgular, Efor the
mayor to present the address of his council, but declared
to Colonial Secretary Lord Russell, that the actions of
those backing the mayor's transmission of the address of
the St. George's Society was an attempt to induce a
"belief 1n England that my Government 1s unsatisfactory to
the majority of the residents in Halifax" and for the
"express design of casting reproach on myself". Falkland
feared that this Tory faction would convince Lord Russell
and the Tory administration of Sir Robert Peel, that they
deserved more attention than was warranted. Lord Falkland
explained that although the coterie surrounding Stephen
Binney was "respectable from position and character",
constituting a considerable part of "the Society of
Halifax", and was responsible for his own failure to
cultivate better feelings in the colony, he assured
Russell that the group was "insignificant in point of
number and almost entirely devoid of political

influence".25

Stephen Binney's gift of L5 to the Charitable Irish

24 Novascotian December 23, 1841l; Times December
21,28, 1841; Sutherland "The merchants of Halifax", pp.
354-55. According to Belcher's Almanac, 1842, p. 54,
Binney was an assistant vice president, while his brother,
Edward Binney, was a treasurer, although the Novascotian
described him as a secretary.

25 Falkland to Russell, December 22, 1841, RG 1, Vol.
116, pp. 126-29; Novascotian December 23, 1841l.



72
Society did not convince them to convey their address
through him; instead they agreed that it should be sent
through the usual channel, Lieutenant-Governor Falkland.26
The mayor also attempted to influence the North British
Society and the Highland Society with a L5 donation, but
according to the Novascotian, the "Scotchmen were too
shrewd and intelligent”. The Scottish societies, dominated
by Joseph Howe and his supporters, refused to give Mayor
Binney permission to transmit their addresses.27
Stephen Binney's proposal caused considerable strife
and division among the members of the Nova Scotia
Philanthropic Society. Beamish Murdoch, a lawyer who
disliked political 1intrigue, described the Philanthropic
Society as a non-partisan "centre of union" for Nova
Scotian natives, a "rallying point" for Nova Scotian
loyalty, containing members of all political
persuasions.28 The issue of the transmission of the
congratulatory address divided the members. Howe argued in
Favour of transmission through the lieutenant-governor,
contending that, since no precedent existed for mayoral

transmission, Binney would probably not be accepted by the

26 Charitable Irish Society Minute Book, December
15, 1841, PANS; Novascotian December 16, 23, 1841; Times
December 21, 28, 1841; Acadian Recorder December 18, 1841.

27 Novascotian December 23, 1841; Times December 21,
28, L1841, January 4, 1842; North British Society Minute
Book December 14, 1841, p. 34, PANS.

28 Times December 21, 1841.
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colonial secretary. The mayor and his supporters waxed
eloquent about Nova Scotians being "serfs and slaves",
becoming very "indignant at anybody supposing that he [the
mayor] could not make his way to the Throne", whether the
colonial secretary would "let him or not". Eventually,
William Sutherland, a friend of Binney, moved that there
be duplicate copies of the address, one sent through the
lleutenant-governor and the other through the mayor, which
was carried by a majority of about fifteen members.29 The
protests of Howe and his colleagues gave rise to another
meeting, where the members expressed more hard feelings on
the subject. Beamish Murdoch, who had not been present at
the previous meeting, worried about the "welfare" of the
soclety, fearing that the "array of forces and feelings on
each side threatened its disscolution". He acknowledged
their difficult position, for if they retained the
resolution from the previous meeting to provide a
duplicate address for the mayor, they risked slighting the
lieutenant-governor, but if the resolution was rescinded,
they would offend Mayor Binney, an honorary member of the
society. In an attempt to restore peace, and as proof that
they meant no disrespect to Falkland by giving an address
to Binney, he moved that instead of rescinding the former

resolution, they pass a resolution of respect for Lord

29 Novascotian December 16, 23, 1841; Times December
14, 1841.
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Falkland, and maintain their trust in Binney. It was also
moved that they present an address to Lord Falkland,
asking him to transmit their address to Queen Victoria.
These resolutions were passed unanimously, and the members
reportedly left in a good humour.3d
The invitation of Lord Falkland to a ball given by
the mayor and citizens also generated some controversy.
Government members saw this as a measure to embarrass the
lieutenant-governor and his administration. However, the
Times, which supported the mayor and his friends, argued
that the executive councillors "warred against" the
mayor's ball, as an attempt to sabotage the credibility of
the city council.31l
The executive councillors and other government
supporters felt so strongly about Stephen Binney's
actions, that they issued a requisition to the mayor,
calling for a public meeting to discuss his attempts to
mix "party and personal feelings" with the celebration.32
At the public meeting, Joseph Howe moved a resolution
censuring the mayor's effort to transmit addresses, which
was seconded by the moderate Conservative, J.W. Johnston,

and supported by other coalition government members.

30 Novascotian December 23, 1841; Times December 21,
1841.

3L voffice Lover" in Times January 11, 1841.

32 Novascotian December 23, 184Ll.
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Beamish Murdoch disapproved of Howe's resolution,
contanding that Binney's efforts were "too trifling" for
such "serious actions". As during the meeting of the Nova
Scotia Pnilanthropic Society, Murdoch supported the
transmission of an address to Lord Falkland and Queen
Victoria, but not a condemnation of the mayor, for it
would elevate Binney by casting him as the head of one
party and Falkland as the head of anocther. The
Novascotian reported that Mayor Binney and his friends
left when they could not restrict the voting to £20
households (in other words, their own wealthy clique), and
that the remaining majority supported Joseph Howe's
resolution.33 The Times, however, contended that the
government supporters lost their motion to dump the
condemnatory and controversial resolution by putting forth
a more conciliatory amendment (Beamish Murdoch's), but due
to the confusion, the impending darkness, and the
smallness of the building, no vote could be contested.34
In any case, the mayor proceeded to leave the meeting with
his friends, who carried him on their shoulders in victory
through the city to his residence. Those remaining at the
meeting resolved to transmit another address from the

"citizens" of Halifax to Queen Victoria through the

33 Beck Joseph Howe, p. 234; Novascotian December 30,
1841.

34 Times December 21 1841.
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lieutenant-governor, and appointed a committee to carry it
into effect.

The Times questioned the legitimacy of this address
committee, contending that they had undertaken measures to
force heads of departments and clerks of offices to append
names to the address. Consequently, this address was
destroyed, and a more representative address circulated,
siyned by people of "various political opinions", who
believed that the lieutenant-governor should be used to
transmit addresses under such circumstances. In response,
Mayor Binney's camp composed a rival "citizens'" address,
to be conveyed through the mayor.35

While the coalition government supported Lord
Falkland during these 1incidents, the Halifax Times rallied
to the defense of Mayor Binney. The Times argued that the
executive councillors and supporters instigated the
conflicts, not the mayor. In a letter to the editor, one
commentator considered it atrocious that the "whole weight
and influence" of an administration should be brought down
upon one individual. In their efforts to "lessen the Mayor
1in the estimation of the city", these government members,
especially Howe, influenced the North British Society's
decision against mayoral transmission, and the Nova Scotia

Philanthropic Society's protest meeting, but were not

35 Novascotian December 23, 3¢, 184l; Times December
21, 28, 1841, "Civitus" in January 4, 1842; Falkland to
Russell, December 22, 1841, RG 1, Vol. 116, pp. 126-29.
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entirely successful in banning the mayor in the latter
instance. The newspaper supported the mayor's right to
transmit addresses by noting the absence of precedents
against the practice. According to the Times, the
government misconstrued the mayor's invitation of Lord
Falkland t> the citizens' ball; rather than being an
attempt to embarrass the lieutenant-governor, 1t was meant
as a "tender of reconciliation". Furthermore, the paper
accused the provincial executive of "intentionally"
delaying the communication of the Prince of Wales' birth
to the civic authorities, and when they did, of announcing
it to the city clerk, not to the mayor,36 and also of
purposely neglecting to 1nvite the mayor to Government
House to celebrate the birth. In any case, the Times hoped
that this would be the "last attempt of Lord Falkland's
Responsible Councillors, to set themselves as a power over
the heads of the civic authorities of Halifax", for they
did not have the "least right to intermeddle 1n civic
affairs, except to veto an ordnance". The newspaper voiced
a feeling of incredulity and anger at the "effrontery" of
the executive government in telling Haligonians, as
members of societies and as ciltizens, that they could not

manage their own affairs. This position was seen to be at

36 James Stewart Clark, City Clerk, from Lieutenant-
Governor's office, December 7, 1841, regarding Birth of
the Prince on November 9th, 1841, in RG 1, vol. 151, p.
71, PANS.
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variance with the principle of popular rights, which
Joseph Howe had formerly advocated.37

During the celebration itself, the ball seemed to
pass off without much incident, despite the lieutenant-
governor's refusal to attend.38 The societies proceeded to
Government House, where the St. George's Society and the
city counci1ll presented congratulatory addresses to the
lieutenant-governor personally (since their congratulatory
addresses to Queen Victoria were being transmitted by
Mayor Binney), while the other societies respectfully
requested him to dispatch their addresses to the Queen.
Despite the dissension over the mode of transmitting the
addresses, the procession and presentation were reportedly

"not disgraced by a word or an act".39

However, Stephen Binney had yet to perform his piece

de resistance. Toward the end of the celebration of the

birth of the Prince of Wales, Mayor Binney waltzed into
the Bridewell, the city prison, and promised to pardon the
prisoners. Royal clemency was often extended during public

celebrations, as a symbol of humanitarianism, as well as

37 Times December 21, "Civis" in December 21,
December 28, "Une Voix" in December 28, 1841, January 4,
"Civitus" in January 4, "A Citizen" in January 18, 1842,

38 There were aspersions of a little disorder--
Novascotian December 16, 28, 30, 1841; Acadian Recorder
December 25, 1841.

39 The Scottish societies presented thelr addresses
earlier--Novascotian December 30, 1841; Times December 28,
1841, gives texts of addresses.
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to alleviate the overcrowded conditlons 1n the publig
carceral facilities.40 While officially a royal
prerogative, in reality it was an ad hoc procedure,
practiced by magistrates and members of the aldermanic
prison committee.4l Thus, Mayor Binney's promlse to
liberate the prisoners does not seem unusual. However,
Binney went too far. The Novascotian assumed that the
council would finance the debts of poor debtors out of the
celebration subscriptions, and then, if they went any
further, to make a "judicious selection" of deserving
prisoners, with the sanction of the lieutenant-governor.
Instead, the paper reported that Binney tried to free all
of the inmates, including those convicted and awaiting
sentence. The sher1ff managed to save the day, by turning
the keys on the Bridewell inmates when the mayor turned
away, much to their surprise.42 Joseph Howe also asserted
later that the mayor gave the prisoners an "unconditional
pardon", and promised to give them 1l#s so they would not
be destitute when they got out.43 In the context of Mayor

Binney's previous actions during the celebration, critics

49 Judith Fingard The Dark Side of Life in Victorian
Halifax (Porter's Lake, 1990), pp. 47-49.

4l Fingard The Dark Side of Life, p. 46.

42 Novascotian December 36, 1841; reprinted 1n
Morning News January 5, 1842,

43 Novascotian January 6, 26, 1842. For rebuttals,
see Acadian Recorder January 16, 1842; "Mag" in Times
January 4, 18, 1342.
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interpreted his Bridewell incident as an effort to "seize
upon and trample under his feet the highest and most
hallowed prerogative of the Crown".44

Mayor Binney, on the other hand, had quite a
different stoty. He asserted that the civic authorities
had forgotten to make the requisite application to the
proper authorities for royal clemency, so he proceeded to
the Bridewell with the intention of releasing a few worthy
debtors, but decided against it when the jailor wavered in
identi1fyiny the prospective prisoners. According to a
supporter of Mayor Binney, the sheriff, who allegedly
turned the key on the inmates, was not even present during
the 1ncident.45 Mayor Binney admitted that he may have
been a bit overzealous in the emotion of the moment, but
contended that this could not be construed as a "trespass
on the privileges of others", or a misconception of his
own. The mayor ultimately blamed the incident on the
legislature's poorly drawn-up charter of incorporation for
Halifax, which did not clearly lay out the rights and

responsibilities of the newly incorporated city.46 The

44 yovascotian December 3¢, 1841.

45 wpair Play" 1n Times January 11, 1842; Borrett
"The First Mayor", p. 87, accepts the Novascotian's
version at face value. Joseph Howe said he knew several

gentlemen who could refute Binney's story--Novascotian
January 6, 26, 1842,

46 Letter from Binney in Times January 4, 1842;
Acadian Recorder January 1, 1842,
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Times not surprisingly implicated the lieutenant-
governor, noting "how easy it was for a Governor to balk a
few poor devils their liberty, if he had a personul
quarrel with the Mayor".47
After being presented with a testimonial, Binney left
for England on January 3, 1842 to present his addresses.
The colonial secretary had informed Lord Falkland that the
corporation address would be laid before Queen Victoria,
but that the other addresses had to be submitted by the
lieutenant-governor, as the "authorized medium of
communication" between Nova Scotians and "this
Department".48 Although Lord Falkland transmitted most of
the addresses,49 Stephen Binney presented the addresses of
the city council and the St. George's Soclety, haviny
assured the new colonial secretary, Lord Stanley, that he

intended no disrespect toward Falkland.5% aAfter hearing of

47 Times January 18, 1842,

48 Stanley to Falkland, January 28, 1842, RG 1, Vol.
8l, pp. 1@6-11. Binney was personally informed that he had
the opportunity to transmit the address from the city
counc1l at the next levée at St. James' Palace--G.W.
Stoke, on behalf of Lord Stanley, to Binney, March 5,
1842, RG 1, Vvol. 81, p. 29.

49 Addresses enclosed in Falkland's dispatch to
Russell, December 22, 1841, RG 1, Vol. 116, p. 126; Lord
Stanley's acknowledgement of addresses to Falkland,
January 28, July 22, 1842, RG 1, Vol. 81, pp. 10-11, 133.

58 The addresses from the African Friendly Society
and the Youths Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society were also
officially acknowledged as coming from Binney--Falkland to
Russell, December 22, 1841, RG 1, Vol. 116, pp. 126-29;
Stanley tc Falkland, March 14, 1842, RG 1, Vol. 81, p. 33;
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Binney's successful presentation of the addresses, the
Tory gentry of the St. George's Society drank toasts of
victory. When J.B. Uniacke, Falkland's solicitor-general,
proposed toasts to the lieutenant-governor, he was greeted
by a "rattling of plates--stamping of feet--thumping with
hands--accompanied by cries of "no Falkland's here'".5l
Binney's leave of absence from the city council
expilired in March, and the council elected Edward Kenny as
the interim Mayor. Mayor Binney's expired leave of absence
suggests that he may have decided to go overseas not only
to present the addresses, but to get away Erom financial
hardships of a personal nature. He had entered into a co-
partnership with Michael Wallace Porter in June 1841, (to
be conducted under the firm of S. Binney and Co.),52 the
same month that a recession hit Halifax's merchant
community. The resulting credit squeeze drove a number of
merchants into bankruptcy.53 It is not known when Binney

returned to Halifax,54 but in February 1843, his business

Sutherland "The merchants of Halifax", p. 355.

51 as quoted in Sutherland "The merchants of
Halifax", p. 356.

52 Novascotian June 17, 1841.
53 sutherland "The merchants of Halifax", pp. 325-32,

54 In May 1842, Stephen Binney, as well as two of his
brothers, were listed as shareholders of the Bank of
British North America, albeit only with one share each,
and thus not eligible to vote--Alphabetical list of the
Proprietors of the Bank of British North America On the
31st May, 1842, p. 7, MG 169, Vol. 1l#6, no.41lb, PANS.
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went bankrupt, and he fled the city as an "absconding
debtor".55 By November 2@, 1843, Binney was residing in
Moncton, N.B., where he subsequently made a positive
contribution to the economic and cultural life of the
city, as a wholesale merchant, a proponent of the railway,
and a leading member of the Anglican Church.56

While Stephen Binney's actions were probably
motivated by personal factors, such as financial distress,
and the desire to enhance the "dignity" and "status" of
his office, he did not act entirely on his own behalf.
Binney's Tory colleagues undoubtedly "egged" him on,57 for
his attacks on Falkland were a way of getting at the
coalition government, which they loathed. Through their
support of the mayor's assumption of imperial
prerogatives, the Tories pressed for greater powers Ffor
local government, which is the opposite of what one would
usually expect from the stereotypically royalist Tories.
As the head of the new corporation, Binney also instigated
a debate over civic privilege, including the power of the

provincial executive to meddle in the affairs of the city,

55 gutherland "The merchants of Halifax", p. 384,
endnote 21; Beck The Evolution of Municipal Government, p.
15. The Halifax Guardian February 17, 1843 notes that
Binney's co-partnership was dissolved on February 14,
1843. Although cthis reference in noted on a PANS biography

card, the actual newspaper for this date is no longer 1n
existence.

56 pincombe "Stephen Binney", pp. 66-67.

57 Beck The Evolution of Municipal Government, p. 15.
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and the extent of the prerogatives of the lieutenant-
governor. Incorporation had provided Haligonians with a
"voice of their own", and had "brought [them] into a
closer approximation with the throne", a new channel which
they would continue to guard with jealousy.58

After the 1841 controversies, Lieutenant-Governor
Falkland continued to endure a barrage of criticism from
the Tories and the Binney family. When Hibbert Newton
Binney died in August 1842, a number of prominent
merchants petitioned to have the collectorship assigned to
Stephen's brother, Edward Binney, who had acted as his
father's assistant for sixteen years. The Novascotian
argued that Edward's candidacy had been engineered by
Stephen, as part of a "continuing campaign" to "harass"
Lord Falkland.59 As party lines strengthened between
Liberals and Conservatives, Falkland's coalition
experiment dissolved, and the Conservatives took power in
1843. After a Conservative patronage appointment by
Falkland, Howe and the Liberals turned against him, taking
up the cry of single party government, and a reduction in
the powers of the lieutenant-governor.64 Having endured

three years of personal insults, Falkland left for England

58 mCcivyis" in Times December 21, 1841.
59 Sutherland "The merchants of Halifax", pp. 357-58.

69 Burroughs "Lucius Bentinck Cary, 1l@th Viscount
Falkland", p. 156.
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1n 1846 to the sound of a single defiant Tory salute.6l
The Liberals continued their crusade for single party
government, and 1n 1848 managed to oust the Conservatives
on a vote of non-confidence, and to 1naugurate the British
cabinet system known as responsible government. A local
elite of middle-class officials, professionals and
businessmen entered the provincial government and suddenly
realized that they were "dependent on their own
exertions" .62 Under this new system, the power of the
lieutenant-governor waned as the balance of power shifted
from a chosen council to a cabinet reflecting the majority
in the assembly. The new lieutenant-governor, Sir John
Harvey, was instructed not to 1nterfere with Lthe
provincial government, and to act as an impartial
arbitrator to detetr "blatant breeches of colonial
politicians".63 As a Whig, Harvey attempted to be a
conciliator, but it became increasingly difficult to
monlitor colonial politics because of increasing
partisanship. Having "practically abrogated any xreal

powers" as lieutenant-governor, Harvey became a cipher of

6L p.A. Sutherland "J.Ww. Johnston and the
Metamorphosis of Nova Scotian Conservatism”, M.A. Thesis,
Dalhousie University, 1967, pp. 145-46.

62 W.s. MacNutt The Atlantic Provinces. The Emergence
of Colonial Society, 1712-1857 (Toronto, 1977), p. 236.

63 Sutherland "J.W. Johnston", pp. 150-51l; Philip A.
Buckner The Transition to Responsible Government. British
Policy in British North America, 1815-1858 (Westport,
1985), p. 297.

o



86
the executive government, and thus became a partisan in
the eyes of the opposition.64 Afrer the appointment of a
number of Liberals to the magistracy, and the dismissal of
Tory officials, the Conservative party began a "factious
opposlition" to Harvey and his government.b6b

The Conservatives used the Halifax centenary
celebration in 1849 as a medium for expressing their
opposition to Lieutenant-Governor Harvey and his
administration. After the celebration organizers unveiled
plans for a public oration and the presentation of
addresses on the common, the Conservative British Colonist
complained that the government was "taking advantage of
the public nature of the day" to entrap them into a show
of approbation for the lieutenant-governor, by making them
cheer for him, and thus for his ministry.66 One citizen
requested that the Conservatives withdraw from the
centenary procession, for it was considered to be a
"profanation of the banners of a society to salute one
(Harvey] of whom such an opinion is entertained as that

above expressed".67 According to the Novascotian, a member

64 peck argues that "fortuitous circumstances", not
"natural prowess as a diplomat" determined a lieutenant-
governor's "neutrality"--J. Murray Beck The Government of
Nova Scotia (Toronto, 1957), pp. 87-89.

65
p. 303.

Buckner The Transition to Responsible Government,

66 British Colonist May 29, 1849,

67 British Colonist June 7, 1849.
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of the late Conservative government informed the Sons of
Temperance that he would not process with them for Fear of
a row.68 The Conservatives also resented the government's
call to celebrate when the colony suffered from economic
depression and out-migration.69 One correspondent
suggested that the centenary committee solicit
subscriptions from the members of the government, the only
inhabitants prospering during the depression.7d On the
other hand, the Novascotian criticized the opposition
"croakers", who complained of hard times and clothed
themselves in "sackcloth and ashes", yet "button[ed] their
pockets, shut up their bowels of compassion, and refuse[d]
to aid by their means, the Centenary committee".7l Despite
the concerns of the Conservatives, no disorder plagued the
celebration, and while some cheered for the lieutenant-
governor on the common, there was none of the "obnoxious
cheering" feared.’72 Lieutenant-Governor Harvey attempted
to conciliate the partisan antagonism of the colony in his

celebration speech by referring to the centenary d4dg an

68 Novascotian June 11, 1849.

69 British Colonist May 24, 1849.

7Y vwTheta™ 1in British Colonist May 22, 1849.
7L Novascotiam June 4, 1849.

72 British Colonist June 12, 1849; Novascotian June
11, 1849.
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occasion "to lay aside all Party feuds".73 Nonetheless,
thie British Colonist continued to make political mileage
out of the celebration, with the publication of “"The
Honorable Joseph Howe's Centenary Poem," entitled "The
Government Shout", which "WAS to have been delivered on
the day of the Centenary, but WASN'T".74

Lieutenant-Governor LeMarchant replaced a demoralized
Harvey in 1852, Mid-century was not an auspicious period
to be a lieutenant-governor, for as inhabitants were
forced to contemplate the disruption of ccmmercial ties
with Britain, and a growing disillusionment with Britain's
handling of colonial affairs in Washington, it became
increasingly "fashionable and politically profitable to
assume that the provinces were competent to deal with all
aspects of public affairs". The office of the lieutenant-
governor came under increasing fire from Conservative
politicians, who lectured audiences on the "dangerous
influence of alien governors from across the water,
especially upon the unnecessary luxuries of gold braid and
cocked hats, of frills and foibles that told heavily upon

the public purse".75 Indeed, in 1856 the Acadian Recorder

73 Harvey's reply to congratulatory address from
citizens, MG 166, Vvol. 153, no. 106, PANS. Harvey was d
"peace maker" at heart--see Philip A. Buckner "“Sir John
Harvey", Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Vol. 8, p. 384.

74 British Colonist June 16, 1849.

75 MacNutt The Atlantic Provinces, pp. 258, 262.
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reported that there would be no military review or
"universal turn out of the Charitable and other societies"
for Halifax's natal celebration "to sycophantise “His
Excellency' and bedaub him with soft soap".76

Lord Mulgrave, who replaced LeMarchant as lieutenant-
governor 1in 1858, had an even rougher time with colonial
politicians. Like Harvey, Mulgrave attempted to be a truly
constitutional governor, but extreme partisan rivalries
marred his efforts. 77 When the Liberals took office in
1860, after defeating the Conservatives on a vote of non-
confidence, Conservatives alleged that certain Liberal
members should be disqualified because they were holders
of public office, However, the Liberal-dominated
committees appointed to look into the allegations decided
in favour of their party. The furious Conservatives
demanded a dissolution of government, which Mulgrave, as a
constitutional governor, denied.78 The Conservatives,
therefore, refused to render universal cooperation and

loyalty during the approaching visit of the Prince of

76 Acadian Reccrder May 24, 1856.

77 Beck The Government of Nova Scotia, pp. 88-89;
Peter Burroughs "“George Augustus Constantine Phipps, 3rd
Earl of Mulgrave and Second Marquess of Normanby",
Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Vol. 1L, o. 686.

78 see written advice of executive council for
Mulgrave, February 4, 186¢, in RG 2, Vol. 1, Misc. no.
12, PANS.
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Wales.79 The Acadian Recorder feared that the “"people of
this Province were never in a worse humour for taking part
in anything like a Jubilee," for their Queen had sent them
a representative who "upheld a wretched unprincipled
faction in trampling upon the rights and liberties of the
people and outraging the Constitution of the country".80
In the event, the prince's visit not only engendered
bad feelings and partisan rhetoric, but politicians also
used the celebration as a catalyst for political action.
During the royal suite's sojourn in Halifax, the leader of
the Conservatives, J.W. Johnston, had an audience with the
colonial secretary, the Duke of Newcastle, to discuss
Mulgrave's refusal to dissolve the government. The Duke of
Newcastle informed Johnston that action of any kind was
incompatible with the nature of his visit, but that he
would attend to the matter as soon as he returned to

England.8l Ultimately, the Duke of Newcastle supported

79 British Colonist May 31, 1860.

80 Acadian Recorder May 19, 186#. There was a
considerable amount of abuse of the lieutenant-governor in
the papers: "An Economic Citizen" generated a wave of
hostile retorts to his contention that there were some who
would not contribute a cent to the proceedings, because of
the conduct of the lieutenant-governor--Morning Journal
May 3¢, June 1, 1860; Evening Express May 30, 1860, June
1, 4, 186¢.

8l For letter written by Johnston, see "Change of
Administration" in RG 2, Vol. 1, misc no. 14, PANS;
audience with the Duke of Newcastle--Acadian Recorder
August 4, 186¢; British Colonist August 9, 186%;
Novascotian October 1, 1860.
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Mulgrave's policy of non-interference, pointing out that
governmental appointments were in the hands of the
assembly.82

Lieutenant-Governor Mulgrave and the executive council
also came under attack for their treatment of the
legislature during the visit. The opposition had proposed
that the legislature should come together to receive the
Prince of Wales, but much to their chagrin, the legislature
had prorogued without resolutions for a joint congratulatory
address.83 Howe sent out a circular on behalf of Lord
Mulgrave, stating that it was "unnecessary officially to
summon the Legislature at a Sseason which may be
inconvenient™, but welcomed members from both branches of
the legislature to Halifax, offering them accommcdation at
the Dockyard for the prince's landing ceremony.84 Charles
Tupper, one of the leading opposition members, would not
accept the invitation, clearly angered that the people were

not permitted to "receive their Royal visitor

82 For reply of Newcastle, see August 36, 186¢, RG 1,
Vol. 164, pp. 286-292. A few months previous, Newcastle had
wrltten in support of Mulgrave's moderation-- Newcastle to
Mulgrave, March 4, 1860, RG 1, Vol.l04, pp. 67-68.

83 British Colonist May 31, June 7, July 12, 1860.
Assuming that an address was necessary, the British Colonist
complained that another meeting of the assembly would cost
about £1000.

84 Acadian Recorder July 7, 186¢; British Colonist July
5, 18606; Evening Express July 6, 1860; Novascotian July 9,
1860. See circular in Provincial Secretary's Letterbook, June
30, 1860, RG 1, Vol. 160, p. 43, PANS.
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in any official capacity recognized by the Constitution",
a sltuation "wanting in respect to the Prince of Wales,
and thus discreditable to the Legislature and Nova
Scotians".85 Similarly, J.W. Johnston contended that he
had "no intention to be at the Dockyard as a Member of
Assembly upon the invitation of those who have denied the
Legislature the opportunity of officially receiving
guests."86 The disgruntled assembly members accused
Lieutenant-Governor Mulgrave and the executive government
of usurping the places of the legislature and the people
of Nova Scotia at the landing, and in presenting an

address on behalf of them, in which they had no part.87 It

85 Acadian Recorder July 7, 1860; British Colonist
June 14, July 5, 1860; Evening Express July 6, 1860;
Novascotian July 9, 186@¢. "A Marvel" thought that the
Conservative members of the legislative council and the
house o0f assembly should send their own address,
explaining the situation--Acadian Recorder July 14, 1864.
The British Coleonist July 12, 1860, contended that there
were few except the circle associated with the Chronicle,
who did not endorse Tupper's opinions. However, several
Conservatives on the celebration committee repudiated the
notion that the British Colonist and Acadian Recorder
spoke for the entire party--Morning Sun July 13, 1860.

86 British Colonist July 12, 19, 186%; Morning Sun
July 13, 16, 1860. The Novascotian July 16, 1860, was
disgusted with the reply, an” would only publish one
sentence of it. Some were concerned about having to pay
their own expenses, and were also insulted that they were
provided with the same accommodation as everyone else in
the Dockyard--Acadian Recorder July 7, 1860.

87 The British Colonist July 12, August 9, 1868. The
Evening Express July 9, 1860, commented that the
government platform at the landing would be filled with
"beauty and fashion", usurping the legislature from their
proper place. The address itself was considered to be
egotistical and non-representative--Acadian Recorder
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was suggested that perhaps the executive government feared
losing their "blue ribbons"™ of royal favour 1if the
legislature was called together.88

Joseph Howe, as spokesman for Mulgrave and as
provincial secretary, contended that the provision of
accommodation for the members at the Dockyard was a matter
of personal courtesy. The legislature was not called
together to pass an address, because it would have taken
too long, and there was no precedent for it here or in
England.89 In any case, the Novascotian pointed out that
most members, government and opposition, were present at
the Dockyard, and at the Government House, altnough they
were not on the government platform. 99

The opposition press did not see the attendance of
members of the legislature as being in any way

inconsistent with their previous comments. Those who

August 4, 1864.

88 British Colonist May 31, 186@6. Members of the
provincial parliament were also incensed that they were
not even permitted in their own parliament building to see
the decorations--Acadian Recorder August 4, 186¢. They
were also angry about paying for the ball, yet not being
permitted any intercourse with the Prince of Wales--
British Colonist August 9, 1860.

89 Novascotian July 9, 186@; British Colonist July
12, 1860. The Evening Express July 9, 186, retorted that
there was no precedent for assembling, because they had
never had such an occasion before.

99 Novascotian July 16, August 2¢, 136d.
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attended the landing had not come at Mulgrave's request,9l
but upon the invitation »f Rear Admiral Milne, who showed
respect to the legislature by providing tickets to those
with public appointments, and admitting them to « raised
platform.92 Furthermore, loyalty to the prince and
critical attitudes toward the local government were two
separate things, and could easily co-exist without
compromise.93

Seven years later, Confederation transformed the
lieutenant-governor from a representative of the Queen to
a representative of the Dominion. The loss of royal status
led to a reassessment of the lieutenant-governor's royal
prerogatives, including royal clemency. 1n 13868, the
lieutenant-governor of Nova Scotia, Sir C. Hastinys Doyle,
inquired of his attorney-general whether the lieutenant-
governor still had the prerogative to pardon prisoners,
and 1f any other parties had similar powers under certain

conditions.94 Colonial Secretary Cardwell and Lord Monck

91 The British Colonist July 19, August 23, 1864,
contended that Mulgrave did not really have the power to
issue such an invitation, since the Dockyard was under the
auspices of the imperial navy.

92 The general public was admitted without tickets to
take up the remainder of the "disposable space" on the
ground level--British Colonist July 19, 1864.

93 Evening Express July 6, 9, 1860¢; Novascotian July
16, 1864.

24 Harry Moody to Col.Francklyn, May 14, 1868, re:
assumed exercise of prerogative by commissioners, RG 2,
Vol. 6, no. 1@¢44, PANS ; Moody to attorney-general, May 8,
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argued that the duaty could not be devolved upon
lieutenant-governors, since they were no longer appointed
directly by the Queen.95 However, Martin K. Wilkins, from
the attorney-general's office of Nova Scotia, argued that
under the British North America Act, all judicial,
administrative, and ministerial powers were to continue as
before, which included those powers exercised by the
lieutenant-governors, who were administrative and
eXxecutive officers. Thus, he declared without doubt that
the "power or prerogative in question is still vested in
the Lieutenant Governors of the respective Provinces", and
that the lieutenant-governor "and he alone has the powec
to remit or commute the sentences under which a prisoner
1s confined whatever the offence may have been if it was

of a criminal matter".96

1868, re: lieutenant-governor's powers of mercy, RG 2,
Vel. 6, no. 1l0@45; Stipendiary Magistrate Henry Pryor, to
Mayor Stephen Tobin, May 18, 1868, re: discharges in
prison, RG 2, Vol. 6, no. 1046. An investigation into the
commutation of sentences at Rockhead prison in FHalifax in
1868, revealed that only four of the thirty-eight Rockhead
prisoners discharged early had been released by the
Lieutenant-Governor-~Fingard The Dark Side of Life, p. 47.

95 Martin J. Wilkins, attorney-general's office, to
Moody, May 22, 1868, RG 2, Vol. 6, no. 18651; John T.
Saywell The Office of the Lieutenant Governor. A Study in

Canadian Government and Politics (Toronto, 1957), pp. 9-
14.

96 Wilkins to Moody, May 21, 22, October 7, 1868, RG
2, Vol. 6, nos. 1851, 1115. In September 1868, the
lieutenant-governor did not pardon a prisoner because it
was "not yet decided whether the pardoning is vested in
the Lieutenant Governor or the Governor General"--H.
Crosskill, dy provincial secretary, to Joseph Weeks,
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Despite this public proclamation, royal clemency
eventually devolved upon the governor-general, the direct
representative of the Queen. The governor-general's
instructions in 1878 ascribed to him the power to pardon
prisoners, although for capital cases he was to s2ek the
advice of his ministers.97 Indeed, in 1887, the minister
of justice advised Halifax's golden jubilee celebration
committee that he would not advise the governor-generil to
release prisoners incarcerated for drunkenness and petty
offenses during the celebration, though he would consider
specific cases.98 The transference of the prerogative of
royal clemency from the lieutenant-governor to the
governor-general was accompanled by an increasing concern
for public order, which made prison releases unpopular in
the late nineteenth century. The Jjustice minister
described a "general gaol delivery" as the most
"unfortunate way of celebrating the Queen's Jubilee", for
it "let loose 1n the community the ruffianism now confined

1n the penitentiaries".99 No pardons marked the golden and

September 23, 1868, in RG 5, Series GP, Vol. 5, no. 39,
PANS.

97 praft of Instructions passed under the Royal Sign
~-Manual and Signet to the Governor General of the
Dominion of Canada, October 5, 1878, 1in Dominion of
Canada, Instructions for the Lieutenant Governor of Nova
Scotia, 189¢, PANS.

98 Herald May 3, 1887; Acadian Recorder May 3, 1887.

99 critic June 17, 1887.
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diamond jubilee celebrations in Saint John and Halifax in
1887 and 1897, which is ironic, considering the biblical
meaning of the Hebrew law of "jubilee", to "return every
man unto his possession, and...every man unto his
family".1l0% Queen Victoria, however, invoked part of the
original meaning of jubilee by extending liberation to
deserted soldiers and sailors during her golden jubilee
celebration 1n 1887.101

The lieutenant-governor not only lost his royal
prerogatives after Confederation, but also fell in the
table of precedence, from the official head of the
colonial hierarchy, to a position after the governor-
general and the senior officer commanding the British
troops. The lieutenant-governor of Nova Scotia also came
after his counterparts in Ontario and Quebec.!02 Within

eighteen months of Confederation, the British government

1090 yeviticus 25:1¢, in The Holy Bible, King James
Version. The original meaning of the word has been lost,
and 1nstead it has come to mean the act of celebration--
Malcolm Chase "From Millennium to Anniversary: The Concept
of Jubilee in Late Eighteenth and Nineteenth-Century
England", Past and Present, Vol. 129, November 1994,
especially pp. 133, 134, 142, 146.

19l Herald June 28, 1887; Critic July 1, 1887.

162 tapble of Precedence, in Instructions for the
Lieutenant Governor, 1896. The governor-general also
usurped the lieutenant-governor's former title of "His
Excellency", leaving the latter with "His Honour"--"Titles
Under Confederation", Buckingham and Chandos, Downing
Street, to Governor the Right Hon. Viscount "onck, July

24, 1868, in Instructions for the Lieutenant Governor,
1890.
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had repealed the right of the lieutenant-governor to
salutes and other marks of respect which he had received
as the Queen's representative,l@3 although by 1872 the
imperial authorities permitted the first part of the
National Anthem when he was acting directly on behalf oF
the Queen, as during the opening and closing ofE
parliament, the celebration of the Queen's birthday, and
the holding of leveé¢s.l04 In 1894, the War Office
prohibited the playing of the Natiocnal Anthem for the
lieutenant-governor, but the Colonial Office interceded in
1895, again managing to secure the permission to play six
bars. Nova Scotia's Lieutenant-Governor Daly received a
salute at the military review during Halifax's diamond
jubilee celebration in 1897. According to Lady Aberdecn,
in attendance at the ceremony:

The General [Commander-in-Chief of British
troops 1in Halifax] had been instructed bto offer
the salute to the Lieutenant-Governor by
courtesy, and he accordingly was the great man
of the day, which seems but proper, as his
instructions say that at the opening of
Parliament, the Queen's Birthday etec., he 1s

directly to represent the Queen.

She noted, however, that "the General and Mrs. Montgomery

163 Buckingham and Chandos to Viscount Monck, October
19, 1868--Instructions for the Lieutenant Governor, 18Y#.
Lieutenant—-governors were not entitled to salutes from Her

Majesty's ships and fortifications, RG 2, Vol. 6, no.
11408, PANS.

104 10ra Kimberley to Lord Lisgar, November 7, 1872,
and Sir Richard Airy, War Office, to Under Secretary of
State for the Colonies, October 9, 1872, in Instructions
for the Lieutenant Governor, 189§.
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Moore did not like it", and that it was "very difficult to
get all arrangements to suit the three dignitaries, the
Governor, the General, the Admiral". In any case, "on this
occasion, they axe all nice people, and work together as
well as 1t is possible to do under said circumstances®”.l@5
The "exercise of hospitality" was identified by
Lieutenant-Governor Harvey as one of the primary means of
cultivating a "good understanding in a colony".106
Confederation augmented the lieutenant-governor's social
responsibilities, but not his salary, which remained
unchanged until 1872, when it was increased from $700¢ to
$900¢.107 Though this social role is a far cry from the
lieutenant-governor's Former involvement and prominence in
politics and public celehrations, his social
responsibilities must not be underestimated. Social and
cultural "missionaries" looked to the lieutenant-governor
for the initiation and suppotrt of cultural and benevolent
causes not feasible under solely local auspices.l08

Organizers of celebrations also requested the attendance

185 Lady Aberdeen's Journal, June 22, 1897, NAC; for
discussion of ceremonial observances, see Saywell The
Office of the Lieutenant Governor, pp. 15-17.

166 Buckner "“Sir John Harvey", p. 282.

107 Saywell The Office of the Lieutenant Governor,
pp. 19-24.

168 Saywell The Office of the Lieutenant Governor,
pp. 19-20; R.H. Hubbard "Viceregal Influences or Canadian
Society", 1n W.L. Morton (ed.) The Shield of Achilles
(Toronto, 1968), p. 262.
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of the lieutenant-governor, for his presence gave the events
an aura of respectability. Elites and would-be elites
considered an 1nvitation to celebrate at the Government
House as "the door of entrance into social life", and "an
introduction into good Society".l@9

Throughout the nineteenth century, public celebrations
served as vehicles to challenge the authority of the
lieutenant-governor and his administration. The imperial
representative particularly came under fire during
celebrations which coincided with three political
watersheds: Halifax's 1incorporation, the 1introduction of
responsible government in Nova Scotia, and Confederation.
The erosion of the lieutenant-governor's prerogative to
liberate prisoners particularly affected the poor, who were
most frequently affected by pardons. The decline of drinking
and feasting as a mode of celebration constituted a further
loss for the lower orders. Indeed, the reformation of the
political administration was accompanied by a desire to
reform soclety, most notably to eradicate the evil power of

drink.

1693 R.G. Haliburton to His Excellency, Sir R.
MacDonnell, August 17, 1864, RG 2, Vol. 4, no. 488, PANS;

G.
J.

Chipman to Col. Clarke, Private Secretary, August 21, 1894,

and attached reply, in RG 2, Vol. 12, no. 2763, PANS.
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CHAPTER 3

PUBLIC FEASTING AND DRINKING

Peasting and drinking was a popular form of
celebration at all social levels in the early Victorian
period.l By mid-century, however, feasting and drinking
had come under 1increasing attack from evangelicals and
temperance advocates. Although reformers campaigned
against the gregarious gorging of the urban gentry, the
feasts for the poor were most susceptible to attack
because of their public nature.2 Public feasting
eventually declined over the course of the nineteenth
century, 1n response to the attacks of the moral
reformers, as well as the erosion of English cultural
influences, and the class differentiation and alienation

which accompanied urbanization.

1 peter Burke has shown that a combination of
gorging and drinking was one of the primary functions of
festivals 1n early modern Europe, including Carnaval in
southern Europe and autumn feast days in Britain--Peterx
Burke Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe (London,
1978), pp. 178, 183, 186, 193, 195, 196. "Sustenance" as
well as "sociability" were 1important components of public
celebrations in eighteenth century America--Barbara Karsky
"Sustenance and sociabllity: eating habits in eighteenth-
century America', Annales, Vol. 48, no. 5, September-
October 1985, pp. 51-52. By the time of King George III's
jubllee 1n 1809, the British expected a "free meal"
during celebrations--~Linda Colley "The Apotheosis of
George III: Loyalty, Royalty, and the British Nation,
1768~-1828", Past and Present, Vol. 1¢2, February 1984, p.

119.

2 F.M.L. Thompson The Rise of Respectable Society. A
Social History of victorian Britain, 1836-19664 (London,
1988), p. 308.

191

(- 2ed

s



o8, W gt

R

g

SOOI VINENUES O

102

Leading citizens celebrated special occasions by
partaking of exclusive indoor feasts, such as corporation
dinners and the banquets which frequently accompanied
grand balls. A Saint John citizen objected to the
exclusivity of such events during the coronation
celebration 1n 1838. He commented that a

dinner to fifty persons, including the corporate

body 1is not in form or intention a public

festival, but merely a private concern

apparently to answer some party, and to gratify

a few persons at the expense of the public.3
Attendance at these events was usually restricted by
extending 1nvitations to a clique of local, 1imperial, and
military dignitaries, and by charging a relatively high
subscription or admilission price for everyone else.
Organizers of the ball and banquet held in Halifax in

honour of the visit of the Prince of Wales in 13606,

restricted admission to 250 i1nvitations and 18600

3 "Corporation Dinner, alias Humbug!!" by "D." 1in
Weekly Chronicle June 22, 1838, p. 3, June 29, 1838. For
copy of "List of Guests for Corporation dinner at
Coronation, 1838", see Robert F. Hazen, Mayoralty Papers,
Box 2, Shelf 36, Folder 15, no. 29, N.B. Museum. The
Acadian Recorder June 23, 1862, commented that the only
one who would oppose "such an outlay" as the natal day
corporation dinner 1in Halifax was some "jealous mortal"
who "did not get an opportunity to take the creases out of
his dress coat". A corporaticn dinner in early nineteenth-
century rural England was described by an old man in
Thomas Hardy's The Mayor of Casterbridge (London, 1962},
p. 39: "'tis a great public dinner of the gentle-people
and such like leadinyg volk--w1l' the Mayor 1n the chair. As
we plainer fellows bain't invited, they leave the winder-
shutters open that we may get Jjist a sense o't out here."
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tickets,4 priced at two sovereigns for a man and one
sovereign for a woman.> According to the Evening Express,
these prices kept the attraction "a rather more aristocratic
affair than it otherwise would have been".6 The lieutenant-
governor, the vice-admiral, and other notable officials and
residents also hosted private dinner parties. Voluntary
organizations like the national societies, militia,
volunteers, and firemen dined in the neighborhood hotels,
restaurants, and drinking establishments.

The menus at these events consisted of several courses
and many delicacies (See Figure 3.1). Much alcohol was
consumed. For the Prince of Wales' banquet in Halifax in
1868, the organizing committee selected twelve dozen
sherries, thirty-one dozen high gquality champagnes,
including twenty-~three dozen of "Mumm's", and twenty-eight
dozen of the cheaper wines.’/ After eating,

at least half a dozen toasts were proposed,
composed of the very finest wines, and this was

in many places simply an overture to the
festivities which were to follow. Celebrations

4 Meeting of the Acting Committee, June 21, 1868, in
Minutes of the Meetings of the Committee for the Reception of
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 1860, PANS.

5 Morning Jourmal July 27, 1860; Morning Sun July 27,
1864.

6 Evening Express August 3, 1860.
7 Meeting of the Acting Committee, July 16, 1868, in

Minutes of the Meetings of the Committee for the Reception of
H.R.H. the Praince of Wales, 1869.
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Menu for the Prince of Wales' Marriage Feast,

Halifax Hotel,

SOoUpP
Mock Turtle Soup

FISH
Salmon

ENTREES
Pates aux Huiltres
Crumesky de volaille

Pied de Veau de Marmade

RELEVES
ROAST
Sirloin of Beef
Saddle of Mutton
Turkey
Filet of Veal

ROTS
Wild Goose
Lamb
Plum Pudding

ENTREMETS

Jelly au vin
Charlotte Russe
Bavarois

Blanc Mange

Tortois

Plum and Sponge Cakes
Ice Cream

DESSERT

(Public Archives of Nova Scotia)

1863

Julienne Soup

Filet of Haddock

Grenadin de veau,
Sauce Tomatte

Curry of Chicken,
Indienne

Timball de Macaroni,
Mi1lanaise

BOILED

Round of Beef
Hams and Tongue
Turkey

Leg of Mutton

Galentine
Pate a la Parislenne
Lobster Salad

Geno1lse

Compotte of Apples
Pastry

Jelly Macedonie
Biscuit Savoie
Confectionery
Coffee
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rarely dissociated before the early hours of the
morninyg of the next day.8

Although the ball was one of the only celebration
activities in the early Victorian period in which women
could actively participate,9 they usually retired from the
banquet table before the toasts began, for public drinking
was primarily a male ritual.l@® The men often raised their
glasses 1in honour of the women, but such "accolades" were
only "minor and perfunctory exercises".ll

The public celebration also served as the occasion
for "great outdoor feasts where massive gquantities of
meat, game and ligquor were consumed". 12 The Nova Scotia
Philanthropic Society inaugurated the custom of having an

annual plcnic to celebrate the founding of Halifax.l3 The

8 George A. Campbell "Social Life and Institutions of
Nova Scotia in the 183¢'s", M.A. Thesis, Dalhous1ie
University, 1949, p. 187.

9 Morning Sun July 27, 1860.

14 Halifax Sun June 11, 1845; Novascotian August 24,
186¢. In San Francisco in 1855, women were invited to
observe the elaborate preparations for a banquet, but were
then expected to leave "demurely"--Mary P. Ryan Women in
Public. Between Banners and Ballots, 1825-18886 (Baltimore,
1990), p. 18. In court circles, Queen Victoria tried to
avert excessive drunkenness by insisting that gentlemen
not be left on their own for too long-- Alan Delago
Victorian Entertainments (London, 1971), p. l1l2.

11 Ryan Women in Public, p. 135.

12 Karsky "Sustenance and sociability", p. 61l.

13 p.c. Harvey "Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society",
Dalhousie Review, Vol. 19, October 1939, p. 292. The

Charitable Irish Society had their first picnic in 1846--
Robert P. Harvey "Black Beans, Banners, and Banquets: The
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first natal day picnic at the Prince's Lodge 1n 1839
consisted of an "abundance of viands and lots of good
liguor to moisten them".l4 Similarly, during the 1845
picnic, approximately 300 people enjoyed a feast of "fish,
flesh, and fowl", with various seasonal delicacies.lb
Larger outdoor feasts 1n the public squares and
commons catered to the general public. Sometimes these
feasts featured pig and sheep roasts, but most often oxen
comprised the favoured entrees.l6 The popularity of the ox
can be partially explained by 1ts capacity to feed a large
number of people. Ritual and symbolism also played a role
1n selecting the animal. Feasts were based on "mythical or
historical events", which were "re-enacted...through
symbols and allegories™.l7 According to Hugh Cunningham,
roast beef, plum pudding, and ale revived images of John

Bull and Merrie England, and were considered part of the

Charitable Irish Society of Halifax at Two Hundred", The
Nova Scotia Historical Review, Vcl. 6, no. 1, 1986, pp.
22-23,

14 Novascotian June 12, 1839.
15 Halifax Sunr June 6, 11, 1845.

16 npoesticks" in Acadian Recorder July 10, 1897
recalled that sheep and oxen were roasted at the
coronation celebration in Halifax. During Saint John's
marriage celebration for Queen Victoria in 1848, hams were
consumed, as well as beef--Morning News May 25, 1840; New
Brunswick Courier May 30, 18490.

17 G.s. Metraux "Of Feasts and Carnivals", Cultures,
Vol. 3, no. 1, 1976, p. 7.
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English "birthright".1l8 In the latter half of the
nineteenth century, Victorians adopted these staples as
"sacraments" 1n a "continuing mythology of national
superiority and class identity".l9 Ritual significance was
also attached to the practice of roasting the o0x. 1In

proposing an ox roast for the poor on the Grand Parade 1in

Halifax in 1838, a correspondent referred to it as "an

imitation of good old English hospitality".20 The ox roast
also had pagan roots, and was tied to the traditions of
the butchexr's trade. As such, it exhibited ritualistic
behaviours and traits developed through custom and
precedents.2l Before the barbecue, participants adorned
the ox with ribbons in imitation of "sacrificial
garlands", and processed with the animal,22 as during

pagan sacrificial rituals. In Saint John in 1838, the ox

18 Hugh Cunningham "The Language of Patriotism, 1750-
1914", History Workshop Vol 11, 1981, pp. 11, 18, 21; for
images of John Bull, see Patrick Joyce Culture, Society,
and Politics (London, 1981), pp. 286-87, 295.

19 peter Bailey Class and Leisure in Victorian
England. Rational Recreation and the Contest for Control,
1830-1885 (Toronto, 1978), p. 89.

20 Times May 29, 1838. The Times April 28, 1840
commented re: a dinner and dance given by the St. George's
Society :"For once John Bull forgot to grumble, and did
his best to honour his Patron by proving the strength and
tension of his digestive faculties, qualities in the
composition of Englishmen, which, where roast beef and
plum pudding are concerned, are said to be of no mean
order",

2l Metraux "Of Feasts and Carnivals", p. 8.

22 paily Telegraph April 21, 1883.
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was led on its cortege by a black man named Jim Brown,
probably a butcher, for later he carved the ox after it
had been slaughtered and roasted.23 Butchers often marched
with oxen during trades processions, afterwards
slaughtering them and distributing the meat as alms.24

During the barbecue, the entire body of the ox was
roasted on a spit; it took one man to roast and baste the
animal, and two men to crank the handle of the spit. Five
to eight cords of wood were required to roast the ox,
which took over a day to cook.25 Organizers of the Halifax
coronation celebration in 1838 distributed ox wmeat and
bread to people on the common.26 In Saint John in 1838,
the servers laid three roasted oxen on large tables in the
maln civic squares, cut them up and distributed the meat
to the populace, as well as barrels of bread baked into
small half-pound loaves, plum pudding, and two hogsheads

of ale.27 In Carleton, a circular table set up 1in Queen

23 Excerpt i1n Daily Sun June 18, 1887.

24 gysan G. Davis Parades and Power: Street Theatre
in Nineteenth Century Philadelpnia (Philadelphia, 1986),
p. 121. I am unsure t1nether the meat was distributed
cooked or uncooked.

25 st. John Globe May 17, 1883; Weekly World May 24,
1883, 1in Scrapbook C27, p. 133, SJRL.

26 Excerpt in Acadian Recorder June 20, 1887.

27 New Brunswick Courier June 36, 1838; Weekly
Chronicle June 29, 1838; Saint John Common Council
Minutes, June 7, 15, 1838, N.B. Museum; reminiscence 1n
Daily Sun June 18, 1887. There was also a rumour that
Charles Simonds would provide, at his own expense, an OX
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Square supported enough food for 150¢-2000 diners.28

Other foodstuffs accompanied the beef, plum pudding,
ale, and bread. During the Queen's marriage celebration in
Saint John in 1840, the people on Saint John's east side
consumed thirty-six hams, thirty-five rounds of boiled
corn beef, and a large quantity of cheese, as well as
eight roasted sirloins, one thousand two hundred and fifty
pounds of bread, and one hundred and twenty gallons of
wine and ale., In King Square, sexrvers also cut up and
distributed a large wedding cake.29

In eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century England,
ox roasts functioned as instruments of paternalism
provided for the common people by the British gentry,
well-to-do farmers, and members of the local government,
on such occasions as the completion of the harvest, and

historical and patriotic anniversaries.39 Ipn mid-

for Portland, and that several of the banks of the city
intended to provide an ox for "the poor"” to show their
gratitude for the "long late 1indulgences afforded to them
in suspending specie payments", but there is no further
evidence of them--"Portland" 1in Weekly Telegraph June 3,
1838.

28 wp Looker Gn" 1n New Brunswick Courier July 7,
1838; also see Daily Sun June 18, 1838.

29 Morning News May 25, 1840¢; New Brunswick Courier
May 30, 184@. In Carleton, a great deal of food was also
eaten.

30 Malcolmson Popular Recreaticns, pp. 59-65; Metraux
"O0f Feasts and Carnivals", p. 8. For a description of a
harvest supper in rural England in the early nineteenth
century, see Thomas Hardy Far From the Madding Crowd

(London, 1967), pp. 240-46.
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Victorian New Brunswick, paternalistic feasts were
provided by ruling merchants in single industry towns like
Chatham, where Joseph Cunard provided free food and drink
for the poor inhabitants dependent on his saw mills and
mercantile enterprises.3l
In the more complex urban centres of Saint John and
Halifax, the responsibility for providing public feasts
resided with civic leaders and prominent citizens. In
Saint John, the onus for such meals lay primarily with the
mayor, aldermen, and assistants. Most of the common
council's appropriation for Victoria's coronation and
marrrage festivities in 1838 and 1840 went toward the
provision of ox roasts for the public.32 In 1838,
Carleton's two aldermen and assistant aldermen cut up and
distributed the food in their constituency on the west

side, symbolizing the central role of the common council

31 Graeme Wynn Timber Colony (Toronto, 1981), pp.
135-37, 1l67.

32 o sum of %332 16s 3 :d was allocated for the ox
roasts during the coronation celebration, £115 for a
corporation dinner, and L7 18s for a dinner in the city
jail--Saint John Common Council Minutes, June 7, 15, July
5, 1838, March 12, 184@; excerpt in the Daily Sun BApril
12, 1887. Of the £250 for the marriage celebration in
Saint John, £21% was earmarked for the ox roasts, E30 for
dinners in the penal and charitable institutions, and £10
for powder for the militia~-~Saint John Common Council
Minutes, May 13, 18406, March 19, 1842; New Brunswick
Courier May 16, 1840; excerpt in Daily Sun April 12, 1887.
The corporation was congratulated in 184¢ for thelr
"liberality"--Morning News May 25, 1849.
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in providing "victuals".33 As Halifax was not
incorporated until 1841, private citizens organized and
financed the events 1n 1838 and 184¢. In addition, the
Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society sponsored outdoor feasts
for the Micmacs in 1840, and during the Halifax centenary
in 1849.34 During 1ts first year, the new Halifax city
council conformed to the Saint John practice by
superintending a spread for the poor.35

The providers of these feasts, like their
predecessors, wished to gratify the masses and ensure
their own popularity.36 It was believed that a full
stomach ensured favorable and loyal sentiments. "A Looker
On" observed that Carleton's coronation feast in 1838
produced "an effect on the people, calculated to call
forth the best feelings toward the parent State and our

youthful and maiden Queen."37

33 A Looker On" in New Brunswick Courier July 7,
1838; Daily Sun June 18, 1887.

34 Acadian Recorder April 25, May 2, 1840; Times May
5, 184¢; Times and Courier June 7, 1849,

35 Times December 21, 1841, It was resolved at a
public meeting in Saint John that a collection would be
taken up to feed the hungry during the Prince of Wales'
birth, but nothing ever materialized, probably due to the
proximity to Christmas (and the collections for the poor
during the festive season), the general hard times, and
the preoccupation with rampant incendiarism, which would
discourage public assemblages.

36 Malcolmson Popular Recreations, pp. 69-71.

37 "a Looker On" 1n New Brunswick Courier July 7,
1838.
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Unlike the exclusive indoor feast or societal picnic,
theoretically the outdoor barbecue catered to all classes.
The Weekly Chronicle hoped that Saint John's marriage
barbecue in 1848¢ would be large enough for all
"respectable citizens" to partake "i1f they feel it
proper";38 it 1s probable, however, that most
"respectable" celebrants found it "proper" to attend only
4s servers or spectators. Such a large crowd assembled to
watch the Micmac marriage feast in Halifax in 1840, that a
native dance had to be abandoned. The Halifax Times noted:
"The primitive mode in which some of the Sons of Nature
bolted their food and the extraordinarily good appetiltes
they displayed afforded both amusement and envy".39 The
elites who did partake of the festivities often distanced
themselves from the crowds 1n private marquees and tents.
During the Halifax coronation celebration, an exclusive
clientele patronized a private marquee on the common,
where "Her Majesty's health was drunk with the utmost
possible enthusiasm". The Charitable Irish Society of
Halifax erected a "hospitality tent" during the coronation
celebration and the centenary 1in 1849, where "members

could refresh themselves...and dance".40

-

38 Weekly Chronicle April 17, 1840.
39 Times May 5, 18440.
40 Excerpt in Acadian Recorder June 30, 1887;

Charitable Irish Society Minute Book, May 25, June 8,
1849, PANS; Harvey "Black Beans, Banners, and Banguets",
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While the "rich" could ‘"partake [of public feasts]
1f they pleased", Alderman Porter of Saint John contended
that the "poor should be especially invited".4l As in
elghteenth-century America, ceremonial occasions and
holidays determined the type of meal to be eaten by the
poor.42 Aalthough a Saint John newspaper congratulated the
>ltizens 1n 1840 for "not having outraged all decency", a
little "irregularity" was observed,43 which suggests that
some tried to commandeer more than their fair share, a
reflection of the tendency of the poor in pre-industrial
Canada to "feast and be merry" during the seasons of
plenty.44 In Saint John's Morning News, a "servant" named
Dorothy Prim intimated the importance of such feasts as a
diversification of diet:

Tables are to be spread 1n King and Queen square

for the poor people to stuff themselves at; and

Sam says I shall have a cut of roast beef, and
whatever else is goin. I do hate this livin on

pp. 21, 23. For description of such a tent, see Hardy The
Mayor of Casterbridge, pp. 109-11.

4l New Brunswick Courier May 23, 1840.
42 Rarsky "Sustenance and sociability", p. 59.
43 Morning News May 25, 1844.

44 jgudith Fingard "The Poor in Winter: Seasonality in
Pre-Industrial Society", in Michael Cross and Gregory 5.
Kealey (eds.) Pre-Industrial Canada 1760-1849 (Toronto,
1985), p. 76. In early modern Europe, feasts were scenes
of gormandizing--Burke Popular Culture in Early Modern
Europe, p. 178.
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Gaspereau all one's life.45
Despite their popularity among the lower orders, the
number of public feasts was declining in Halifax and Saint
John by the early Victorian period. Although the
Novascotian contented that one of the "main objects[s|" of
Halifax's 1849 centenary committee was to "feed the
poor",46 no public barbecue materialized, except for the
Nova Scotia Philanthropic Society's "repast" for the
Micmacs. Similarly, neither the turning of the sod of the
European and North American railway in Saint John in 1853,
or the marriage of the Princess Royal 1n 1858 succeeded 1n
instigating a public feast. A "hard-working man" from
Halifax also failed to convince the organizers of the
Prince of Wales' visit to be "magnanimous" towards the
Micmacs, and provide them with a feast, undoubtedly
because they feared the harmful effects of "fire water" on
the aboriginals.47
The decline of public barbecues may partially be

attributed to the erosion of old English customs like the

45 "Dorothy Prim" in Morning News May 22, 1848. It is
probable that this letter was a rather satirical creation
of the editor, but nonetheless it revealed real sentiments
in the community. There were other complaints from the
poor about having to rely on a diet of fish--see Rev. Dr.
Cochran in W.M. Brown "Recollections of 0ld Halifax", Nova
Scotia Historical Society Colls., Vol. 13, 19¢8, p. 89.

46 Novascotian June 4, 1849.

47 wp Highlander" in Morning Sun July 2¢, 1860. Also
see Morning Chronicle July 24, 1860.
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ox roast, and a strengthening of local autonomy and
colonial identity. BAlthough one British commentator in
Saint John for the visit of the Prince of Wales in 1860
thought that the colonists carried with them "English
manners, English tastes, and English sympathies",48 a
local editor felt that the colonists were acquiring their
own distinctive "manners, tastes, and habits".49

A more important factor in explaining the erosion of
public feasts is urbanization. OxXx roasts dated back to
pre-Victorian times, when Saint John was still a
"collection of small market villages",59 and in this sense
resembled the roasts held during village fairs and rural
festivals.51 It has been argued that leading citizens in
nineteenth-century urban centres re-enacted the role of

the English gentry through public occasions, thereby

48 North British Review in Morning News September 28,
1860.

49 gEditor in Morning News September 28, 1860. Also
see T.W. 2Acheson Saint John. The Making of a Colonial
Urban Community (Toronto, 1985), p. 249.

50 Acheson Saint John, p. 5. An ox was roasted in
many pre-Victorian celebrations in Saint John, 1ncluding
the defeat of Napoleon in May 1814, the coronation of
George IV in October 1821, and the accession of William IV
-~J.V. Saunders "Early New Brunswick Celebrations" in New
Brunswick Historical Society Newsletter, November 24,
1987, pp. 3-4; New Brunswick Courier October 13, 1821.

5L Malcolmson Popular Recreations, pp. 59-64.
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temporarily recreating " traditional' village life".52
More generally, however, the "village atmosphere" which
had generated communal feasts was changing in the
nineteenth century into an increasingly congested "urban
landscape".

As the fabric of the early community diminished in
Saint John, a more sophisticated civic bureaucracy emerged
to administer the 1increasingly complex urban centre.
Initially the ward had been the basis of civic government,

with the alderman functioning as a paterfamilias ,

creating an intricate network of relationships operating
on the foundation of blood, service, and patronage. By
mid-century, however, ward politics was being supplanted
by a professionalised civic administration, which was
"more comprehensive, less personal, better organized, less
arbiltrary but more capable of i1mposing 1ts will on a
broader front".53 Since public feasts in Saint John had
been organized by the aldermen and held in the wards, the

erosion of the centrality of the ward contributed to the

52 p.S. Baker "The Social and Ideological Role of the
Monarchy in Late Victorian Britain", M.A. Thesis,
University of Lancastexr, 1978, p. 30. Baker 1s referring
to the leisure activities of later nineteenth-century
celebrations, but I think his conception fits these
earlier feasts more closely.

53 Acheson Saint John, p. 195.
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decline of these events.54 In 1863, the Saint John common
council declined the suggestion made by Alderman Robinson
to provide each ward with a grant toward "furnishing the
poor of the ward with dinner at public expense" in
celebration of the Prince of Wales' nuptialsLSS Instead,
Alderman Robinson personally provided food and drink for
the poor of his Sydney ward and other wards as well.56
Despite this 1solated display of paternalism, communal
ward activities like o0xX roasts were being superseded by
city~wide spectacles organized by a more impersonal civic
administration.

Increasing differentiation between the classes also
accompanied the growth of these urban centres. Poverty was
accentuated by immigration, particularly of the famine
Irish in the 184¢'s, and the susceptibility of the
colonial economy to the vagaries of external and internal

trends and erratic business depressions.57 In this

54 For example, see arrangements by aldermen and
assigtants for Victoria's nuptial celebration~-Saint John
Common Council Minutes, May 13, 1844.

55 Saint John Common Council Minutes, March 7, 1863.
Compare this t¢ the 5@th anniversary of the landing of the
loyalists in Saint John in 1833, when the mayor provided a
special feast for the poor at his own expense--City
Gazette May 16, 23, 1833.

56 st. John Globe March 11, 1863; New Brunswick
Courier March 14, 1863.

57 Judith Fingard "The Relief of the Unemployed Poor
in Saint John, Halifax, and St. John's, 1815-1864",
Acadiensis, Vol. 5, no. 1, Autumn 1975, p. 33; James M.
Whalen "Social Welfare in New Brunswick, 1784-19¢¢",
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context, public feasts, although sporadic, were
undoubtedly welcomed as vehicles of mass poor relief,
particularly in Halifax, which had no public system of
outdoor poor relief.58 After mid-century, the immediate
threat posed by 1nfluxes of pauper immigrants had
subsided, and althougl poverty continued to afflict the
inhabitants, feasts no longer functioned as mass relief
measures. It 1is also probable that middle-class citizens
distanced themselves as much as possible from the poor in
order to avoid epidemics, such as the outbreaks of cholera
which infested the cities at mid-century.59

Desiring to distance themselves from the diseased and
the destitute, middle-class organizers and city
councillors began using more of the money appropriated for
celebrations for their own exclusive dinners and
entertainments. In other words, they transformed "feasts
of participation" into "feasts of representation".60 For
example, when the European and North American railway

opened in Saint John in 185%, a banquet held for the

Acadiensis, Vol. 2, no. 1, Autumn 1972, p. 60.

58 P"he almshouse 1n Saint John accepted
responsibility for occasional poverty--Judith Fingard The
Dark Side of Life in Victorian Halifax (Porters Lake,
1989), pp. 48, 55.

59 Geoffrey Bilson "The Cholera Epidemic 1in St. John,
New Brunswick, 1854", Acadiensis Vol 4, no. 1, Autumn
1974, pp. 85-99.

60 Metraux "Of Feasts and Carnivals", pp. 8-9.
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railway commissioners and other administrators and
financiers excluded the workers who built the railway,
although the last toast paid tribute to "The men who built
the Rallway--the Navvies-~their wives and children".6l Over
half of the £4579 13s 1d appropriated for the provincial
celebration of the Prince of Wales' visit to Nova Scotia in
1864 went toward the Halifax ball and banguet.62 After
Alderman Robinson leost his motion to supply the poor with
beef during the prince's marriage celebration in Saint John
in 1863, the St. John Globe commented:

A provision to give a good dinner to the poor was
voted down, that two or three hundred of the
elite, including the Common Council, may be able
to enjoy a dance., Was there ever anything more
heartless or cruel? 63
Similarly, the Halifax Reporter complained:

The provincial funds, the people's money, the
public chest must be freely bled to give a few
(who least require it) a luncheon, a
jollification, a swig at a champagne glass, whi'.e
the same amount spent in providing comforts for
the many needy and poor persons in the city, would

be the means of bringing gladness and joy to the
hearts of those who are in want.6

61 New Brunswick Courier June 11, 1859. I wish to thank
Dr. Ruth Bleasdale for this reference.

62 A sum of £2530 17s 9d was expended on the ball and
banquet--Financial Account at the end of the Minutes of the
Meetinygs of the Committee for the Reception of H.R.H. the
Prince of Wales, 18640.

63 St. John Globe March 7, 1863; Morning News March 9,
1863; New Brunswick Courier March 7, 1863.

64 "Things Talked Of in Halifax", in Halifax Reporter
April 11, 1863.
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Indeed, the dinner held at the Halifax Hotel in 1863 was
more "select" than numerous.65 since the city fathers were
"going it" with the "quality" 1liquors at the people's
expense, the Halifax Reporter suggested that they provide
the public with a cask of ale.66 Although ale was provided
for the athletic display on the Grand Parade, it did not
come from the city council, but from the brewer, Alexander
Keith. The cancellation of the major portion of the athletic
program resulted in the presentation of the cask to the
Engine Company for their own entertainment.67
Efforts to organize public celebration feasts in the
188¢'s and 9@¢'s ended in failure. The oxen roasted by
Indiantown merchants on Victoria Square during Saint John's
Loyalist centennial in 1883, and by the Beef Eaters (an
association of polymorphians, young men who performed
burlesque tableaux during special occasions--see Chapter 6)
in Saint John during the diamond Jjubilee in 1897, were
primarily spectacles, rather than concerted efforts to
provide the poor with a feast, although the poor may well

have enjoyed them. In Halifax, Stipendiary Magistrate

65 wg,n 1p Daily Evening Globe April 18, 1863.

66 "Things Talked Of in Halifax" 1n Halifax Reporter
April 25, 1863.

67 Morning Sun April 15, 1863.
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Robert Motton and an anonymous citizen unsuccessfully
submitted letters to the city council requesting funds for
a feast for the poor during the golden and diamond
jubilees respectively.68 In 1897, H.M. Ingraham, the
American consul, created a "Poor Fund" to provide diamond
jubilee dinners for the Halifax poor, 1n imitation of the
jubilee feast in London.69 Despite the mayor's contention
that jubilee day was set apart the world over to "help the
poor and give them a feast"™, the Poor Fund folded due to
insufficient subscriptions.79¢

One of the most common complaints against holding
public outdoor feasts was the difficulty of controlling
distribution. During a public meeting to consider the
celebration of the birth of the Prince of Wales in Halifax
in 1841, Samuel G.W. Archibald, the attorney-general of
Nova Scotia, referred to the disorder of the coronation
feast in 1838, which interfered with the distribution of

the food.7l Similarly, in 1897 the Halifax Herald

68 Acadian Recorder June 19, 1887; Herald June 14,
1887; Anonymous citizen in Acadian Recorder May 11, 1897.

69 For reference to dinner in London, see Herald July
16, 1897; Daily Sun May 31, 1897.

10 poor Fund 1n Acadian Recorder May 22, 26, June 11,
15, 1897; Herald June 12, 26, 1897; Daily Echo May 22, 27,
June 11, 16, 1897. The distribution was delayed until
dominion day--Daily Echo June 25, 28, 1897; Herald June
26, 1897. Insufficient subscriptions--Herald July 5, 1897.

71 Novascotian December 16, 1841. Also recall the
"irregularities" during the Marriage feast in Saint John--
Morning News May 25, 18440.
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described a feast for the poor as an "indiscriminate and
unintelligent" form of almsgiving,72 which undermined the
distinction in Victorian society between the "deserving"
and "undeserving" poor. The deserving poor suffered from
illness or misfortune, were thought to be honest, and
showed at least some initiative, while the undeserving
were defined as lazy, profligate, and even criminal.73 At
public distributions, like the ox roast, it was difficult
to 1dentify deserving recipients.74 A letter to the
editor of the New Brunswick Courier believed that very few
poor deserved a feast in honour of the Queen’s marriage in
1849, since in Saint John he perceived "very little
suffering from poverty, unless it be where poverty and
vice are united".75

The distribution of food could be more readily
monitored by institutionalizing the public feast. The
fragmentation of public feasts into individual dinners for
the poor in penal and charitable institutions made them
much easier to control than outdoor ox roasts. Halifax's

committee for the celebration of Queen Victoria's

72 Herald July 5, 1897.

73 Fingard "The Relief of the Unemployed Poor", pp.
38-39.

74 Gwennyth Andrews "The Establishment of
Institutional Care in Halifax in the Mid-Nineteenth
Century", Honours Essay, Dalhousie University, 1974, p. 4.

75 Letter to editor in New Brunswick Courier April
18, 18449.
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coronation in 1838 provided special dinners for inmates of
the poor house, the gaol, and the Bridewell.76 similarly,
the Saint John common council organized a dinner in the
gaol, and in 1840, distributed provisions to the almshouse,
hospital asylum, gaol, and workhouse in commemoration of
Victoria's marriage.’/7 In Halifax during the nuptial
celebration, the Charitable Irish Society raised
subscriptions for dinners in the poor asylum, the gaol, and
the Bridewell,78 and Nova Scotia's lieutenant-governor, S1ir
Colin Campbell, donated a supply of beef, bread, and beer
to the inmates of the poor asylum and the prisoners 1n the
gaol.79 The following year, the inmates of the asylum, gaol,
and Bridewell in Halifax enjoyed special dinners as part of
the celebration of the birth of the Prince of Wales.80

Although outdoor feasts fell out of favour

76 Acadian Recorder August 11, 1838. On the 50th
anniversary of the founding of Saint John in 1833, the
lieutenant~governor and the mayor provided the prisoners in
the penal institutions with roast beef and plum pudding--as
reported by J.W. Lawrence in Daily Telegraph November 21,
1882, in Scrapbook C27, p. 38, SJRL.

77 Coronation--Excerpt in Daily Sum April 12, 1887;
marriage--Minutes of the Common Council, Saint John, May 14,
184¢; New Brunswick Courier May 16, 1840; Weekly Chronicle May
29, 1844.

78 Novascotian April 23, 184¢; Times April 21, 1840;
Acadian Recorder April 25, 1840; Charitable Irish Society
Minutes, April 9, 27, May 18, 184¢, PANS.

79 Acadian Recorder BApril 11, 1849.

80 Novascotian December 16, 3¢, 1841; Acadian Recorder
December 25, 1841.






