








































































That Collection Problem 

BY CHARLES W. BUCHANAN, 

General Manager of the Medical Audit Association. 

When a patient does not pay your account promptly, Doctor, 
is he- the patient- always to blame? 

After all, human nature is pretty much the same the world over. 
Mr. Jones has a decidedly limited income. His wife buys a washing 
machine on the "easy payment" plan. That machine certainly 
saves her a lot of work, and Mr. and Mrs. Jones are immediately well 
pleased with it. But after a while the novelty of possession wears off. 
Other unexpected expenses crop up, and Mr. Jones finds it difficult to 
meet his payments on the washing machine. Finally the uppermost 
thought in his mind is that he owes some money- and eventually 
Jones experiences a certain feeling of resentment that his wife ever 
allowed herself to be talked into buying t hat washing machine. 

Now Mr. Jones takes sick. 
And you attend him, Doctor. As soon as he recovers, he ex­

periences a healthy sense of gratitude to you. He appreciates what 
you have done for him- and if you present your bill right then, he's 
liable to stretch a point to see that it's paid, even if he has to borrow 
the money to do so. If you don't send him a bill, he doesn't remit, 
but he really intends to pay you as soon as possible. As he mingles 
with the outside world again, however, that feeling begins to wear off. 
Soon his doctor bill appears just like any other ordinary indebtedness. 
Eventually he makes up his mind that the Doctor can easily "wait" 
for his money. Each passing month makes his account just that much 
less amenable to collection. And finally- he makes no effort to pay 
the Doctor at all. · 

Of course, the washing machine people keep right after Jones for 
t heir money. If the Doctor doesn't "bother much" about his account, 
just when is the aforesaid Doctor ever going to get paid? 

While the patient still feels grateful, Doctor, present your bill. 
If you believe that Jones has the funds available, and he does not 
remit promptly, present your bill again t he next month. Make every 
reasonable and courteous effort to get the money in quickly. 

If Jones cannot pay just now, obtain a note from him. Some 
people will express their entire willingness to pay later on- but at 
that later date (even if t hey have t he funds) they will begin to question 
your charges, and suggest a reduction. If a note is obtained early in 



38 THE NOVA SCOTIA MEDICAL BULLETIN 

the proceeding>, there is no opportunity later on to dispute the amount. 
And a note bears interest. 

There may be some families which you have attended for years, 
of co·1rse, who you know will pay quite promptly. The above re­
marks do not apply to them. But with all others, if you allow them 
to pro::rastinate you are encouraging them to procrastinate- and 
people who owe you money naturally endeavor to steer clear of you­
so this procrastination not only loses you money, but also reduces 
your practice. Collecting promptly will increase your income, and 
increase your practice. It pays, all the way through. 

Bill the ordinary patient promptly each month, Doctor. If at 
the end of four months he has not paid his bill, nor made any satis­
factory arrangement with you- then the chances are that he will 
never pay at all, unless he is s::ientifically handled. Turn such ac­
counts over to a responsible collection organization which has special 
facilit ies for bringing you in the money. 

Always collect promptly, Doctor! The time to secure payment 
is before the patient's tears of gratitude have time to dry. 

THE TRUE STORY OF ACTEROL. 

Chemists call it by its correct chemical name, solution activated 
ergosterol- the name by which Mead, Johnson and Company first 
supplied it. The largest manufacturer of rare sterols in America, 
early having activated cholesterol (1925) , being first to commercially 
produce pure ergosterol and to standardize activated ergosterol 
(October, 1927), seeking to protect t hemselves and the medical pro­
fession against substitution, Mead Johnson and Company coined the 
name Acterol- signifying activated ergosterol. The Council on Pharmacy 
subsequently coined a name, Viosterol. As servants of the American 
Medical Profession, this Company cheerfully defers to its wishes and 
now call its product Mead's Viosterol in Oil, 100 D. The product 
remains the same: only the name is changed. (Mead Johnson and 
Company). 

"What," asked Cora Wimple of J. B. McSorley, who was staying 
rather late, "What do you consider the Creator's greatest !;ift to man?" 

"Woman, every time," returned J. B. with an engaging smile. 
"Oh, no, it's sleep," yawned Cora, hoping he would take the hint. 
"Next to woman", said J. B. gallantly. 
Then Cora rose with considerable hauteur and walked upstairs, 

while]. B. hustled around fo1 his hat and wondered what had happened. 

You don't have to v;o to the altar twice to get married once too 
often. 

• 
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Hospital N otes 

Are Civic Hospitals Desirable- If one forms an opinion after 
reading a more than one-half column Editorial of a recent issue of 
the Sydney Post, the answer will be in the negative. Apparently, 
they have had some difficulties with resignations, staff changes and, 
doubtless, some hard feelings in the City Hospital. On looking over 
our hospital history in this province about the only thing one can 
brag about is the number we have been able to establish and maintain 
and the high quality of efficiency attained. 

But in all seriousness, we still believe that civic hospitals should 
be more general. Not that we, in Nova Scotia, need more hospitals, 
but that some of the towns might assume the management of existing 
hospitals and pay their deficits out of the town taxes. 

Although there is a large Scotch element in Nova Scotia, supposed 
to be rather near or close, we have never been regarded as niggardly 
in our philantrophy. Indeed, the Scot is generous to a fault. But 
it is a fair question to ask if we are not giving to hospitals, and many 
other more or less charitable institutions, more than we can individually 
reasonably afford. 

There is the further point that practically the same people give 
all the time. Most organizations use their last year's list of con­
tributors, as their basis for the soliciting list of the current year. 
Sometimes it means money, jelly, preserves, vegetables, clothes 
(generally very much second-handed) and what not. Of course it 
makes the donor feel happy and important, but there should be some­
thing more to giving than this. 

Nor do we think the dangers of " ring rule" or "clique" manage­
ment are any greater in civic than the, so-called, private hospital. 
It is quite possible that the civic hospital would be less liable to these 
suggested dangers, and our hospital history seems to "emphasize this, 
despite some of the experiences that have been met with in Sydney. 

The Post goes on to say:-
"The root of the trouble in our Civic Hospitals appears to be 

too much lay officialdom, which means uninformed officiousness. The 
running of a hospital is the task of experts, and should be left to them 
with as free a hand as they can be given. There is nothing so annoying 
to a trained professional as unprofessional interference. The Hospital 
Commission's work should be confined, as much as may be, to general 
administrative functions. And internal discipline can be much better 
insured by a cordial understanding between the members of the staff, 
than by any system of rigid dictatorship." 

How about some of the towns taking over the management of 
local hospitals? Would they make better collections? 

S. L. W. 
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The Sydney Post of recent date has the following:-
"Friends of Miss Annie Gillis, R. N., of New York will be pleased to hear of her 

marriage on Monday, November 4th to Dr. Thomas F. Crawley of the City Hospital 
staff, New York. Miss Gillis is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Gillis of Dominion 
Street, and was before her marriage on the staff of the Columbus Hospital in New 
York. Dr. Crawley is a son of Dr. and Mrs. Francis Crawley of Buffalo, N. Y. The 
marriage was performed by the Rev. Father Cyncraft at the Church of St. Boniface, 
New York City. The bride was attended by her sister, Miss Peggy Gillis and the groom 
was supported by Dr. S. Miller. 

In Newfoundland they have a very capable Nursing Service for 
many of the places that are classed as Outports. Many incidents are 
recorded where these nurses have rendered very valuable assistance 
to the fishermen and their families in the districts where they were 
located. Following a very extensive damage with loss of life and 
privation, caused by the recent earthquake and the unusual Tidal 
Wave, a very considerable service of this kind was required. The 
Associated Press describes the heroic service that was rendered by 
Nurse Cherry, a member of this Outport Industrial Nursing Associ­
ation. Motor cars, horse back until the horse dropped, foot work and 
ferry services were all required in order to enable her to reach some 
of the afflicted districts. Service of this nature is practically invaluable 
in a section of country like many parts of Newfoundland. 

A change has been made in the Superintendency of the Glace 
Bay General Hospital. Miss Barbara McRae, R. N., who has been 
the Superintendent for the past 33'{ years has resigned her position, 
the resignation taking effect December 31st. She was tendered, on 
several occasions, acts of courtesy including presentation of addresses 
and gifts and other social functions. She will be succeeded in the 
Hospital by Miss Myrtle McMullin, R. N., of Port Hope, Ontario. 
Miss McMullin comes to Glace Bay very highly recommended. 
She served overseas with the Canadian Expeditionary Forces as a 
Nursing Sister and since the war ended has had a large experience in 
hospital management. 

Popularity contests conducted by newspapers or other agencies 
appear to be a present day fad. It is not confined solely to Nova 
Scotia as we note that of a staff of 33 nurses in the Boulevard Sani­
tarium in Astoria, L. I., Miss Margaret McEachem, a graduate of 
St. Joseph's Hospital, Glace Bay, was selected as their representative 
to enter one of these popularity contests. 

Hospital patients and in particular sanitorium patients, very 
greatly appreciate the efforts made by local people to furnish them 
with entertainment. So it is that the patients at the Nova Scotia 
Sanatorium recently enjoyed the pleasing treat that the United League 
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Dramatic Club of Kentville put on their entertainment, the three 
act comedy "Are you a Mason." Between the acts Dr. R. S. Shlossberg 
played piano selections. 

Just prior to her leaving Sydney, after resigning from the nursing 
staff of the City Hospital, M;ss Allen was entertained at the home 
of Dr. and Mrs. Ross, when an address was presented by Dr. E. J. 
Johnstone. She was also presented with a purse of gold. 

Isolation Hospital. It appears that the scarlet fever situation 
in New Glasgow has necessitated the opening of an isolation hospital 
which will be under the direction and supervision of Dr. A. E. Blackett, 
Health Officer. The town was fortunate in being able to lease for 
a year the office of the Maritime Bridge Works, a concrete and practic­
ally a fire-proof building. Its fitting and furnishings are very satis­
factory and its present 10 bed capacity can be increased to 30 if required. 

Undoubtedly, for some time isolation hospitals will be required, 
but surely the day is not far distant when these shall only be found in 
large immigration ports. Can we not soon, in a little province like 
Nova Scotia carry our promotion of health efforts so into the schools 
and homes that these epidemic; will practically disappear. We trust 
that along this line, Doctor Blackett will have the cordial support of 
the citizens of New Glasgow and vicinity. 

Miss Agnes E. Carson for many years superintendent of the 
Children's Hospital was recently honored by her assistants, in the 
nursing profession by the presentation, with suitable verbal accom­
paniments, of a handsome travelling clock. The presentation was made 
at the Nurses' Home of the Victoria General Hospital. 

Western Kings Memorial Hospital, Berwick, has recently held 
its Eighth Annual Meeting. This hospital has good reason to be 
proud of the service it has rendered to this community. It is no easy 
job to make a hospital a success. It means a very fine combination 
of effort on the part of hospital staff, the medical staff ,the board of 
management and the general public. In all these matters please do 
not forget the public. Really it is for them and by them that the 
local hospital has its existence. 

The BULLETIN extends congratulations first to Miss Foster, the Su­
perintendent. After all, the hospital without doctors and nurses is of 
little or no value. It still appears strange to the writer that local 
medical men are not considered as desirable on the Board of Manage­
ment of nearly all our hospitals. Congratulations also to Mr, R. 
W. Harris of Kentville, who has been, we believe wisely, re-elected 
President of the Board for the coming year. 



42 THE NOVA SCOTIA MEDICAL BULLETIN 

Miss Ann Allen, R. N., until recently of the physiotherapy depart­
ment of the City of Sydney Hospital, has been appointed a Superin­
tendent of the nursing staff of the Nova Scotia Sanatorium, Kentville. 
Where so many veterans of the Great War are gathered, it is interesting 
to recall that Miss Allen had a very distinguished record in the war 
and was personally decorated at Buckingham Palace by His Majesty, 
King George. 

The Westwood General Hospital Association is to be con­
gratulated upon the progress made in their building programme. In 
the first place, the amount required about $85,000 is practically as­
sured. In the second place, the building has so progressed that inside 
work will be carried on despite the winter weather. 

Student nurses of the Memorial Hospital at Berwick are in tum 
taking a six months' course at the Victoria! General Hospital. 

It is understood that the Kentville Hospital Association expect 
to have a Comer Stone Laying next spring. 

Hospital bed extensions have been very noticeable in Nova Scotia 
during last year. Then and now, Cape Breton has been and is, making 
the most marked increase. There is practically a new hospital in 
Sydney. North Sydney has a drive on for $80,000. Sydney increased 
its accommodation by building a home for its staff, and New Waterford 
is building an ell addition. 

Answers in Hy~iene. The Bulletin does not wish to sponsor 
the idea that Nurses alone make absurd answers to routine examina­
tion questions. The following is from the answers submitted by a 
First Year Medical Student- after his course in Hygiene. 

"Vitamins are foods that everyone must eat so as not to get 
scurfy, veri-veri, etc. Dysmenorrhea is a social disease. 

After the Dick test has been given to find out whether a person 
is immune to diphtheria a serum from a cow is int roduced into-the 
blood. This is done five times to insure the activity of the immuniza­
tion. 

Schick test is used to tell whether a person is mune or immune 
to diphtheria. 

Dysmenorrhea is the receiving of cramps when you are adminis­
trating. 

Underweight is a menace because it makes you acceptable to T. B." 



DR. MURDOCH CHISHOLM 

Halifax, N. ~~ who passed away December 29, 1929, aged 81 years whose funeral on New 
rear's Day was very largely attended by Halifax Medical men. 
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OBITUARY 

JOHN MACDONALD, M. D., C. M., Dalhousie, 1907, Sydney, 
N. S. 

T HE entire medical profession of Nova Scotia was shocked to 
learn that Dr. John Macdonald of Sydney had passed away 

from, it is stated in the Cape Breton press, Septicaemia, starting from 
an infection under the nail of the little finger. His death occurred 
after an eight day illness on December 4th, 1929. All his medical 
associates were available and in attendance; Dr. J . G. McDougall of 
Halifax was called in consultation; he was the next day after he was 
stricken removed to the City Hospital. Yet the summons was in­
exorable and he passed on as noted above. 

The Sydney Post pays the following tribute to Doctor Macdonald: 
"In the passing of Dr. Macdonald, the public and medical life 

of this city will suffer greatly. Dr. Macdonald having occupied a 
prominent position in both spheres. Through a kind . and generous 
disposition, plus his unfailing and untiring efforts in rendering aid 
to stricken humanity, during his 21 years practice here, he acquired a 
host of friends, all of whom will receive the news of his death with 
the deepest of sorrow and regret. 

In the political life of Cape Breton he was a familiar figure, having 
been one of the strong~t and life-long supporters of the Conservative 
party. He was a member of the Executive of the Liberal-Conservative 
Association for Cape Breton East and immediate Past President of 
the organization. In religion he was a Presbyterian and a valued 
member of the Sydney congregation. He was also prominently 
connected with local fraternal societies, such as the Masons, Odd 
Fellows, and was also a valued member of the Cape Breton and Nova 
Scotia Medical Societies. He was also a member of the Sydney Curling 
Club and Kiwanis Club. 

Dr. Macdonald was born at Sandfield, Mira, a son of the late 
Neil and Mary Macdonald. He received his primary education in 
the common and academy schools of Sydney. Later, he proceeded 
to Truro, and finally entered Dalhousie Medical College, where in 
1907 he graduated with high honors. His initial year of practice 
following graduation was spent in the Victoria! General Hospital, 
Halifax, and later he came to Sydney where he built up a large practice, 
residing here the remainder of his life. 

In addition to his widowed mother, who resides on the old home­
stead at Sandfield, he is survived by his widow, and three sons, Gordon, 
student at Dalhousie University, who arrived home owing to the 
critical illness of his father ; Philip and James at home; also three 
brothers, John A. Macdonald, Superintendent of Highways here; 
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County Councillor W. Macdonald, Marion Bridge; and Hector, at 
home; and one sister, Mrs. Kate Ferguson, widow of the late Neil 
Ferguson, one time member of the Nova Scotia Legislature. His 
father predeceased him two years ago." 

The funeral was under Masonic auspices and the pall bearers 
were all members of the Cape Breton Medical Society- Doctors E. 
J. Johnstone, Kendall, D. A. McLeod, Ross, J. K. McLeod and W. H. 
McRae. It is also noted that all of these are members of the Medical 
Society of Nova Scotia which extended a message of sympathy to the 
bereaved family, which was almost immediately appropriately 
acknowledged. 

Members of the profession outside of Sydney who were present 
at the funeral were Doctors McKiggan, McAskill, Sparrow, Tompkins, 
L. W. Johnston, D. R. McRae, D. McDonald, Morrison, Meighan 
and Bates. The funeral was from the Presbyterian Church and 
hundreds of citizens were in attendance. Interment took place at 
Hardwood Hill cemetery. 

The following tributes were paid to his memory by Mayor Thomas 
McConnell and City Medical Officer Dr. J . K. McLeod: 

His Worship said: "It is really very, very sad to witness such a 
capable man as Dr. John Macdonald, cut off in the midst of such a 
useful career, and his loss both in the medical and public life of this 
city will be irreparable. To his bereaved family and relatives I extend 
my sincerest sympathy and regret in their great loss." 

Dr. McLeod said: "Dr. John Macdonald stood high in the profes­
sion of which he was an honored member, and he will be missed not 
only by patients whom he faithfully attended, but by his brother 
practitioners, as well. He was a regular attendant at all our medical 
society meetings, and his advice was always highly valued. As a 
citizen he was interested in public affairs." 

DR. JOHN WILLIAM MILLER, M. D. , University of New York 
1885, Canning, N. S. 

The death occurred at Canning on Nov. 26th, 1929, of Dr. John 
W. Miller, who was in general practice at Canning from 1889 until 
recently, when failing health caused him to practically retire. 

After spending three years at Mount Allison University, Dr. 
Miller studied medicine at the University of New York, graduating 
as noted above in 1885. He spent his first three years in general 
practice in Freeport, Nova Scotia and then took Post Graduate work 
at the University of Edinburgh. He was married to Florence, daughter 
of the late W. H. Payzant of Canning, who predeceased him by some 
years. He is survived by two daughters- one of whom is Mrs. Chute 
wife of Dr. F. F. Chute of. Canning. 

Dr. Miller was a man of sterling character and of firm conviction 
always ready when the call came to give of his best to all his patients. 
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He was a prominent Conservative, a Mason and an Odd Fellow. The 
K en/ville Advertiser says:-

"Dr. Miller will be greatly missed in Canning. His many 
activities, his work for and interest in the poor, his labors for t he 
sick and infirm, and his general broad outlook and interest for his 
native town and province endeared him to all who knew him. His 
loss is very keenly felt, and his place will be hard to fill. The funeral 
will take place on Friday afternoon at 2.30 o'clock from his late 
residence. Interment at Hillaton." 

The funeral was held from his late residence in Canning Dec. 2nd 
and was very largely attended. All sections of t he Valley were repre­
sented. The Valley Medical Society sent a floral wreath. The schools 
and places of business were closed for the afternoon. To his daughter 
Mrs. Chute, the Medical Society of Nova Scotia extends sincere 
sympathy. 

DR. CHARLES INGLIS MARGESON, M. D., Harvard University, 
1869, Vancouver, B. C. 

It was with a great deal of sorrow that many people in Hantsport 
learned of the passing of Dr. Margeson on December 1st at his home 
in Vancouver. He had a very large g~neral practice in Hantsport 
and vicinity from the time he graduated unt il about 20 years ago 
when he removed to the Pacific coast. For a time after his removal 
he acted as Ship's Surgeon on C. P. R. liners to China and other ports 
in the Orient. In 1928, he spent considerable time with Mrs. Margeson 
in their former home town, being three months at "The Cedars," the 
home of Mrs. Margeson's aunt, Mrs. J. W. Churchill, renewing former 
happy acquaintances, visiting old haunts and thrilling his many 
friends with his ready wit. wonderful memory and jovial manner. 
The Windsor Tribune in a recent issue pays him the following tribute:-

"The Doctor had reached his 83rd year and it can be t ruly said 
that 'a grand Christian gentleman has passed on.' 

During his years in Hantsport, Dr. Margeson was interested in 
all civic matters. He was one of the first Mayors of the town and 
was one of the chief instigators in having the water system installed 
in Hantspor t. He was a member of t he United Baptist Church here 
and for many years was the Church Clerk. His wife, who was before 
marriage, Miss Emma Robinson, survives, also four sons, W. C., ot 
New York; Harry of Vancouver; Karl, of Trail, B. C.; Dr. Paul, of 
Nanaimo, B. C., and one daughter, Mrs. Arthur Wellesley Davison 
of Vancouver, B. C. 

Much sympathy is felt here for Mrs. Margeson and family by 
their friends of other days." 

PAUL PARKER BALCOM, M. D., University of Boston, 1915, 
Berwick, N. S. 

The death occurred at his home in Berwick on December 19th, 
1929 of Dr. P. P. Balc::>m after an acute illness of only a week. Some 
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two months ago he had an attack of pneumonia from which he ap­
parently recovered. Never of a very rugged constitution, a second 
similar infection early in December was too great to be overcome. 
He was only 41 years of age. The Halifax Chronicle has the following: 

"Dr. Balcom was the son of the late Dr. P. N. Balcom and Annie 
Young Balcom, of Aylesford. "The old doctor," as he was affection­
ately called, practiced medicine in Aylesford during a long lifetime 
of usefulness, and Dr. Paul followed in his father's footsteps. He was 
a graduate of Boston University. After practicing with his father 
in Aylesford, in 1919, he came to Berwick, where he had built up a 
large practice. 

As a doctor he was noted for the keen interest he took in his 
patients, never giving up until the fight was lost and sparing himself 
in no way. He was on the medical staff of Western Kings Memorial 
Hospital and was the medical officer at the County Home and Insane 
Hospital, Waterville. 

He is survived by his wife, formerly Ruth Dennison and by one 
daughter, Pauline, and one step-daughter, Lillian Dennison. Also 
by two sisters, Molly, Mrs. E. A. Tait of Vancouver, and Dr. Bessie, 
Mrs. F. R. Davis of Bridgewater. The sympathy of the medical 
profession of Nova Scotia to the bereaved was duly extended by the 
General Secretary. 

The death occurred in Spokane, Washington, on Nov. 29th of 
Dr. X. L. Anthony at the age of 59 years. He was born in Kings 
County and spent his childhood and school days in Berwick. He 
graduated from McGill University and after an internship at the 
Victoria General Hospital went to Montreal where he practiced until 
his death as an Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat specialist. He was a 
son of the late Thomas Anthony of Berwick and Mrs. Anthony who 
now resides in Vancouver. 

On Nov. 20th, 1929, there passed away at the ripe age of 84 years 
Mrs. Graham Fraser of New Glasgow. She was held in highest regard 
in the community where she lived for many years. Mrs. Andrew 
Love of New Glasgow, widow of the late Dr. Love is a daughter of 
the deceased as was also the late Mrs. McKay, wife of Dr. J. W. Mc­
Kayof New Glasgow. 

The death occurred at North East Margaree on Nov. 26th, 1929, 
after an illness of only four days of Amelia, wife of the late James 
Burton. She was 91 years of age. Mrs. Proudfoot wife of Dr. J. A. 
Proudfoot of Inverness is a niece of the deceased. 

The death occurred on December 15th, at the home of her daughter 
in Philadelphia in the 90th year of her age, of Mrs. Barton. She was 
the widow of the late Dr. W. G. Barton of Pubnico and mother of 
Dr. W. J. Barton of Halifax. The BULLETIN extends sympathy to Dr. 
Barton. 
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Locals and Personals 

DR. J. W. Reid Jr., of Brooklyn, Hants County, advises the BULLETIN 
that there is an opening for a physician in his district. Dr. 

Reid only graduated from Dalhousie in 1926 and he is leaving January 
6th, 1930 to take six months Post Graduate work in London. There 
is a large extent of territory between Newport, Brooklyn and Elmsdale, 
a very prosperous portion of Hants County, the work, hitherto done 
by Dr. Reid and by Dr. McLellan of Rawdon. The Secretary will 
obtain further details if desired. 

Dr. Gerald Bums of the staff of the Victoria General Hospital was 
a patient in the hospital for a few days early in December. 

Dr. H. L. Scammell, Dalhousie 1927, until recently acting Medical 
Superintendent of the Victoria General Hospital on January 1st, 1930 
began his duties in Chicago with the American College of Surgeons. 
He is to be inspector of Standardized Hospitals for Canada and the 
New England States. Dr. Scammell is a native of Pictou, where he 
practised for a year, and his wife was Miss Florence Henderson of 
Westville. 

Dr. A. K. Roy of North Sydney, assisted by Miss Vaughan, the 
Red Cross nurse, had recently completed t hree free toxoid treatments 
for forty selected pupils of one of the town schools. It should not 
be necessary that this should be a free service, but it should be a 
clinic service with reasonable fees. 

We regret to learn that Doctor A. McD. Morton was operated 
on December 13th, for acute appendicitis. He reports, however, that 
he will be on hand in good time to give able support to his colleague, 
Dr. G. H. Murphy, in the coming election. 

We regret to learn that Dr. T. McDonald of New Glasgow, a 
Dalhousie graduate of 1904 now located in Somerville, Mass., was so 
seriously ill in December as to require the presence of his mother 
from New Glasgow and his brother Dr. W. S. McDonald from New 
York. 

Dr. D. A. Campbell of Bridgewater and family have moved into 
their new home on Dufierin Street. This house is a fitting addition 
to the many beautiful residences in t he charming town of Bridgewater. 

Curling Now.- Now the mightiest rival of golf-curling- has 
its innings. During the winter we shall publish regularly some features 
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of this sport in which our medical associates may be concerned. Our 
attention has been called to the 27 rinks selected by the Bluenose 
Club of New Glasgow to contest their usual Club matches. 

In the eighteen nineties, the General Secretary of the Medical 
Society of Nova Scotia was very active in arranging curling events. 
When he arrang~d, on his own, a six rink match between New Glasgow 
and Truro, he received a -terrible ''calling down" by his local club. 
Now 27 rinks can be formed in New Glasgow. Among the skips in 
that club we note Doctors J. J. McDonald, Ballem, Robbins, 
McGreggor, and Miller. Doubtless some other local physicians have 
less con.>picuous, but fully as important, places in these rinks. 

My personal wish is that these medical skips may have a wonder­
fully succes~ful season. At the same time we would like to read of 
a 12 or 20 rink match with their old friends of the Truro Club in which 
only these medical skips would be successful. Nor can we wish that 
their success would be enough to defeat the rinks representing the 
Hub of Nova Scotia. 

Appropos of Final Examinations Wf note that a minister of the 
gospel named Jordan asked his son to advise him by wire how he 
succeeded in this ordeal. In due time he received this telegram:­
"Hymn 254, the last two lines." Looking up the Hymn Book he read:­
"Sorrows vanquished, labors ended, Jordan passed." 

The Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign was aided materially in Glace 
Bay in November 1929 by an address illustrated by stereoptican slides 
given by Dr. Allister Calder of that town. 

Dr. A. F. Miller of Kentville and Dr. Joseph Hayes of Halifax 
were speakers in the First Presbyterian Church, Nov. 17th, 1929. 

D1. C. J. Sparrow of Reserve, Cape Breton, attended the important 
convention of the Canadian Legion, British Empire Service League, 
which was recently held in Saint John, N. B. 

It would appear from newspaper reports that scarlet fever is 
'epidemic in New Glasgow and vicinity and in certain mining com­
munities in Cape Breton. We are very much dis.appointed to learn of 
this, because we feel that if school and home nursing services conducted 
by the Health Officers is as complete as it should be, these epidemics 
should not continue. 

White-Ross- The BULLETIN failed to note the marriage last 
September of Dr. Clifford R. White, Dalhousie 1928, to Miss Jessie 
Ross of Westville. For some three months Dr. White had been supply­
ing for Dr. S. G. McKenzie who took a much needed vacation. Dr. 
and Mrs. White are residing in Chicago. 
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Dr. W. R. Dunbar for many years the Councillor and Mayor of 
the town of Truro has again been requested to accept re-election as 
Mayor. 

There was a new Badminton Club recently organized in Kentville. 
It is not unexpected that Dr. J.P. McGrath was elected as its President. 

At the Annual Dinner of the St. Andrew's Society held in New 
Glasgow, Dr. R. M. Benvie of Stellarton, was one of the speakers. He 
was in good company as the principal speaker was Mr. Justice Mellish 
of Halifax and an Associate speaker was Rev. Hugh Munroe, D. D. 

Dr. Daniel McNeil spent several days in Montreal early 
in December where Mrs. McNeil was a patient in the Royal Victoria 
Hospital. We are glad to learn that her condition is much improved 
although a long convalescence is probable. 

Dr. D. R. Webster, Dalhousie 1925, formerly of Pictou, is now 
the Visiting Physician and Surgeon of the North Atlantic Fishing 
Fleet. His office is also his means of transport from one v~el to 
another, as the Canadian Government Ship Arras has been detailed 
for this duty. It is expected that a special hospital ship for this 
service will soon be commissioned. 

The Conceited Conservative. One of the members of the 
medical profession in Halifax reports to the BULLETIN that he recently 
overheard the elevator girl in his office building, who had tuned in 
on the radio reports of the recent Ontario election, express her feeling 
thus:- "My, how glad I was to hear the man say, 'another conservat:ve 
conceited'." 

Has done his Duty. Should a father of 55 marry again? The 
answer is, No! 

We note that Dr. E. K. McLellan of Halifax will be one of the 
C. M. A. Post Graduate lecturers who will address meetings in Frederic­
ton, Saint John and Moncton during the coming winter. Other 
points where there are a sufficient number of local members may 
also be visited. Dr. McLellan's Address will be illustrated by a most 
interesting moving picture which we think would be welcomed in 
large centres in Nova Scotia. 

Dr. C. M. Bayne of Sydney spent a few days in Halifax in December 
on account of the illness of his brother. 

Because he expressed disbelief in the biblical story of Jonah and 
the Whale an Assistant Professor of Biology in a southern college was 
recently dismissed. Strange to say it was a Baptist College. Stranger 
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still, less than 100 years ago in Nova Scotia two itinerant preachers 
were put in jail because they claimed the right to interpret the scriptures 
as they saw fit. The pendulum swings. 

Dr. Dan McNeil, Glace Bay, Dalhousie 1913 still keeps up his 
interest in hockey and is a very popular referee for the Cape Breton 
teams. 

Dr. H. A. Creighton of Lunenburg, gave an address recently 
before the Women's Institute of that town on the Treatment and 
Prevention of Scarlet Fever. Addresses or talks of this nature are 
exceedingly valuable in the general work of educating the public 
towards the prevention of this and other communicable diseases. 

Our very good friend whom many of the medical men in Nova 
Scotia will remember- Dr. L. J. Austin of Queens University, Kingston, 
Ontario-has a newspaper picture in a recent number of the Sydney 
Post. The descriptive note under the photo says, "He was congratu­
lated by Justice Loggie in Supreme Court for an operation performed 
recently, the parallel of this has not been recorded in Canadian surgery." 
Then it adds, "he revived a Napanee girl's lung which had been pierced 
by a rifle bullet." We would like to hear Dr. Austin's comments in 
his own inimitable manner upon this operation. 

Dr. L. M. Morton of Yarmouth we note is the President for the 
coming year of the Yarmouth Kiwanis Club. We think he was the 
immediate successor or a close successor of Dr. T. A. Lebbetter a 
former President. 

Born- Gilchrist- At Lisbon, Portugal to Dr. H. S. and Mrs. 
Gilchrist (Frances Killam), a son, Kenneth Sidney. Mrs. Gilchrist 
will be remembered as a daughter of Mr. Fred Killam of the Nova 
Scotia Nurseries, Halifax. 

Mrs. McGrath, wife of Dr. J. P. McGrath, Kentville, and son 
recentJy spent a pleasant two weeks visiting with her sister Mrs. 
Pothier, wife of Dr. H. J. Pothier of Weymouth, N. S. 

Dr. John Stewart, of Halifax, was a recent visitor to Kentville, 
N. S. and called upon his old friend Dr. H. B. Webster, an Honorary 
member of the Medical Society of Nova Scotia, who has been in poor 
health for the past few months. 

Along about the last of November, two doctors from Cape Breton, 
J. A. Proudfoot and M. E . McGarry, spent a day or two in Halifax. 
That was quite all right, because they had certain political duties to 
perform. The only fault we have to find with their visit was, that they 
did not call at the office of the Secretary of the Medical Society of 
Nova Scotia. 
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Dr. R. S. Shlossberg on the staff of the Nova Scotia Sanatorium, 
Kentville, has conducted recent Tuberculosis Clinics in the western 
part of the province, two days being spent in Annapolis Royal. Doctors 
Miller and Beckwith of the Sanatorium also spent several days in 
Digby County cairying on similar clinics and examinations. 

Morris- Priest. A quiet wedding was solemnized on Nov. 2nd 
at the Church of Christ, Chicago, when Marion, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Fraser Priest, Pictou, N. S., became the bride of Dr. 
Geoffrey M. Morris, eldest son of Dr. C.H. and Mrs. Morris, Windsor. 
Dr. and Mrs. Morris will have the best wishes of a large circle of 
friends for their futurP happineas. Mrs. Morris is also remembered 
as a graduate nurse of the Victoria General Hospital. 

We regret to learn that Dr. F. F. Smith of Granville Ferry, was 
a patient in the latter part of November in the Victoria Geneial 
Hospital, but are glad to learn he made a satisfactory recovery. 

A recent meeting of the Board of Trade of New Glasgow, was 
addressed by Dr. R. M. Benvie. Of course, as his subject was "Scot­
land," it was exceedingly easy for him to enthrall his Pictou audience. 
But even then we are surprised he held them so for an hour and thirty 
minutes. 

We note from the Windsor Tribune, that Dr. A. R. Reid of Windsor, 
a son of our old friend Dr. J. W. Reid, has recently acquired the very 
convenient house and office that was formerly occupied by the late 
Dr. J. B. Black and family. The recent death of Mrs. Black 
necessitaled the sale of the property. 

Nova Scotia Notes in C. M. A. Journal, W. H. Hattie, M. D. 
The fifty-seventh annual meeting of the Provincial Medical 

Board of Nova Scotia was held on the eighth of November. Satis­
factory repo1 ts on the year's work were presented. Doctors John G. 
MacDougall and W. H. Hattie were re-elected president and registrar 
respectively 

Dr. A. E. Doull, Junior, has been appointed to the medical staff 
of the Halifax Children's Hospital and the Dalhousie Clinics. 

Dr. H. L. Scammell has resigned his position as senior resident 
physician at the Victoria General Hospital, and has accepted a position 
on the hospital standardization staff of t he American College of 
Surgeons. 

The Aberdeen Hospital, New Glasgow, completed another year of 
activity on the thirtieth of September. The number of patients 
admitted was the largest in the history of the institution. There 
were 218 admissions to the maternity department. The financial 
statement showed a substantial surplus. 
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Dr. E. Kirk MacLellan, who was one of the coaches of the Dalhousie 
football team this year, is being congratulated on the success of his 
team, which won the Halifax league trophy for 1929, and also won 
every game played with teams other than those comprising the league. 

The annual meeting of the Halifax Children's Hospital was held 
on the 12th of November. The reports showed t he busiest year in 
the history of the institution. The erection of a nurses' residence is 
planned for the coming year. This will release sufficient space in the 
hospital to provide for 25 additional beds. Miss Carson, the Super­
intendent, is to retire at the end of November, and is to be succeeded 
by Miss Winslow, of Lindsay, Ontario. Miss Carson's resignation is 
greatly regretted. 

On the 13th of November, the Halifax Branch of the Medical 
Society of Nova Scotia held a clinical meeting at the Victoria General 
Hospital. Members of the surgical staff presented a number of very 
interesting cases. A lively discussion followed. After the meeting 
the society were entertained at a delightful supper by Mr. W. W. 
Kenney, the Superintendent of the hospital. The meeting of November 
27th was held at the Dalhousie Clinic. Following the showing of the 
Canadian Medical Association film illustrating the periodic health 
examination, Professor E. W. H. Cruickshank, of the Dalhousie 
faculty, gave an exceedingly interesting resume of recent experimental 
work in connection with the coronary circulation- in which Dr. 
Cruickshank has had a large share. A paper summarizing Dr. Cruick­
shank's address will appear in a future issue of the Journal. 

It is the plan of the Nova Scotia Pharmaceutical Society to erect 
a tablet commemorative of Louis Hebert, who is believed to be the first 
apothecary to establish himself in Canada. Hebert accompanied 
DeMont's expedition which touched at Port Royal in 1604 and returned 
there in the following year after a disastrous winter at St. Croix, to 
establish a colony. At Port Royal, and later at Quebec, where he 
met a tragic death, Hebert played an important part in the life of the 
community. The tablet is to be erected at Annapolis Royal, as the 
site of DeMont's settlement is now known, and it is proposed that 
it will be unveiled on the occasion of a visit by the Canadian Pharma­
ceutical Association, which is to hold its annual meeting at Halifax 
next summer. 

Two deaths, one following within twenty-four hours of the other, 
occurred recently at the Victoria General Hospital, Halifax, after the 
induction of anaesthe~ ia. Although minor operations were contem­
plated in each case, it was felt that a general anaesthetic was advisable. 
In both cases the anaesthetic was gas oxygen. In the case of a seeming­
ly robust man death occurred just as the skin was being incised. The 
other patient, a woman in very poor condition, died as an exploratory 
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needle was being introduced. An investigation failed to reveal the 
cause of either death. Different anaesthetists were concerned, and 
both were experienced and capable. The anaesthetic was examined 
chemically and physiologically and found to be quite all right. Seeming­
ly, both deaths must be numbered amongst t he occasional inexplicable 
tragedies of the operating room. 

Training School for Defectives. 
The laying of the corner stone for the first unit of the Nova Scotia 

Training School, for the feeble minded, was made the occasion for a 
ceremony of much interest. The Medical Society of Nova Scotia 
has been urging the erection of such an institution for many years, 
and several members of the profession have been actively identified 
with the efforts made to create public and official interest in the under­
taking. The site of the school is at Brookside, a short distance from 
Truro, in a good agricultural district, and as nearly central as could 
be from the transportation viewpoint. The government has wisely 
decided to begin in a comparatively modest way, so t hat the plans 
for the completed institution can be modified as experience may 
suggest. The comer stone was laid by His Honour, the Lieutenant­
Govemor on the sixth of November. The Honourable W. L. Hall, 
Attorney-General of the province, spoke of the steps which had been 
taken and of the plans for the future. Dr. S. H. Prince, president of 
the Nova Scotia Society for Mental Hygiene, made the principal 
address, in the course of which he said: "We are here to found a 
Kingdom- a Kingdom dedicated to eternal childhood, to the men 
and women children who never grow up, who never come of age­
the most misunderstood and most neglected of mankind." The unit 
under construction is to include two dormitories, one for girls and 
one for boys. 

It will be of much interest to members of the profession t hroughout 
Canada, to learn that Dr. George H. Murphy, of Halifax, has been 
selected as a member of the provincial government, without portfolio. 
He will be the government candidate in an election to fill a vacancy 
caused by the recent death of a representative of Halifax county. 
Medical men have been prominent in the political affairs of Halifax 
county of late. Shortly before the announcement of Honorable Dr. 
Murphy's appointment, Dr. T. I. Byrne resigned the presidency of 
the Halifax County Liberal Association and announced that he will 
henceforth support the provincial government. The president of the 
Halifax County Conservative Association is Dr. W. D. Forrest, and 
the president of the Halifax Young Men's Liberal Club is Dr. H. H. 
Corbin. 

Several of the Halifax hospitals have recently graduat ed classes 
of nurses. On the 27th of November, a class of five received the 
diploma of t he Halifax Infirmary. On this occasion Honorable Dr. 
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George H. Murphy gave the principal address while suitable remarks 
were made by Doctors E. V. Hogan and J. G. MacDougall. Following 
the exercises came a very enjoyable dance at the club house of the 
Knights of Columbus. On the following evening, eleven young ladies 
and three young men were awarded the diploma of t he Victoria General 
Hospital. The address to the graduates was delivered by Dr. H. B. 
Atlee. Adjournment was then made to the Lord Nelson Hotel for a 
most pleasant social function. On the fourth of December, exercises 
were held at the Grace Maternity Hospital, when Dr. J. G.D. Campbell 
addressed four young ladies who were recipients of diplomas. 

If Christian Scientists had a little more science and the doctors 
had a little more Christianity, it wouldn't make any difference which 
you called in- if you had a good nurse. 

The Land of the Spree. It is a wonder that some speakers and 
writers in Nova Scotia did not make illustrative use of the following 
stanzas either for or against the N. S. T. A. We could not find space 
for this before the Plebiscite vote:-

Our country seems to be 
One vast distillery, 

Volstead we thank. 
Saloons we have no more; 
Moonshine's at every door, 
And, every grocery store 

Is now a bank. 

They fought at Bunker Hill, 
We fight to keep the still 

Going day and night 
Noble experiment, 
We are not quite content 
With what the law has sent, 

To keep us tight. 

Apparently pleased with Herself. "Phyllis, aren't you ashamed 
of yourself, to go about wearing such a scanty dress?" 

"Gosh, no, mother! If I were ashamed of myself I wouldn't 
wear such a scanty dress." 

The Plebiscite reminds us of the incident, when the local minister 
was being manhandled at the Sewing Circle, one lady remarked, "He 
should practice what he preaches." Immediately the reply came,­
"But it would be much worse if he preached what he practices." 

It mi~ht often happen. A very talented and charming actress 
was lunching one day with a woman friend, minus, of course, her stage 
make up. The little daughter of the hostess asked-"Are you really 
and truly an actress?" "Yes!" was the reply. "Well," proceeded 
the child, "I have often wished to see a truly live actress- and- and-" : 
"And now at last you are satisfied," the lady interrupted laughingly. 
"No, No," replied the truthful little girl, 'Tm not satisfied, I'm dis­
appointed." 
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