
THE SOUL OF THE NATION 
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Hf;~~;i~ S~;;~~~~~;·~~~~:~~ ~O!?~J'f~~~IC~viOW of 

"1)"'l'ilflaUI.a.lkorlbeindi\'''lulllgoodD_orwi~koon_of 
th~ (h"~"'I1~ SOl/lioluMn. F"'II~hm~n (IT Ouma,,~. i~ cannot be 
d~m ... 1 Ih~l now "I lill.II ,,' .... ~v ... y routltry If jK'1'IOmfi«f In ou~ 
eyH. \h r"D"~in !If tbe $01111 of nationa AI IWO ..... ulllilif'tl. 

"1 am (1)""1110 I'I'meml>er tbat iml'~ion or tlunRI Oermaa 
"'hirh mit' ... trurk me AI .oWHhing ti~'' I.I:ld gOOd. L.nd .. apes. 

:~~'~:'~~I1I ... ~~t~I,:!:~:!.t ~~ 'f!~'t~;:f ;hiI,~~,:,Ilj~b.~ 
thInk IIf Ih~ r_ of II time 1001: paal Ihat UlI ......... 0 In 1M art 
pl]t"n: IhU' bNuly Jay In tll\'lr qille! and ~'. I thmk or 
n·~"'·h~·h",,,"odu.,.,tooLU"""mpletedl'liIIbl th('lOft,uD<'(In_ 
""0'" "u\OUolOI of lb~ lIOul. Al .... y. a ~mhlan("(· w tho aim ... 
ph;·", of Snn", W1lil.l> .... ho w.. .1 ..... 11;11& joh.-.jI'!." rollin fI(Iml'~hel"O 
III Ih~ ml,hl or lh~ hIlI. lind ,-alIBYl' of O~nT1l1.f\y. Uut-a vlOknL 
mo,-,.n"",!. "K".lu",.ln outlnookof,urongpmoti,on and itaJl 
Il{'('otlwl ugly. dUlDB),. unreal ao<l Tld,,·uluul. \\ltll~ Frl!.n<JO----

:I:r.,o~r'~~!:";l:: ~1~r.!~ld ":h':f~h~n;a~~i' ailtJl~r:7~~I~h~:I~~ 
1I",I1\'r 10 make on~ Krand~. IlOJunm uIllI.\" • 

. J1 "',·m. ill<'on~ti .... ble _to lOp thllt Ihe lK'(Ipl~ or Germany 
",Quid ('wr I[IVP up Ihl1' mllitan.m-... hnIN-tr IL mlly 00tt.. In 
IWIh!y II,,· Gl'rtnao P'-",ple nl'«l~ II~ nllhta.rum .., tbe towter 
n_ls it. Ib .. lI. bani. Ol.lt('r armor lor a .... 11.. 000('1.-- body. 
IfO,'rmnn'",ltlobPurut«! and a gn:at P':'S:f'r. th~ hlll'1lbd~lplioe 

!..~~~i~~~un:~.lh\b~nl:;I~~~\itr;'~~n Ki~: 7~J 
and mlllo,lity 10 a JK'Opl ..... 1to. mmO.1 ,truetu", " toft and II\C~ 
inflaIUo-ily. 

'"Bu' for tba\fl'tI!IOn it ill not envy or l>£'Irnl!4riol!', norpvl'Q 
I('ar IlTlmanJ~·. tbat imp"'~ IbOl'(' '/Ibo tOO)k on {l"rm"ny·. 'u~~ 

b!h IIh~~ !~d' ~hh!::~'~.to .:t~U::t~~ ;~~~i:~~ l!ki:~~w'!:J 
lb.· OUto'T 'OoTid io th~ light with tbe drendful elawl of Ibe ginn! 
cmh. 

"A lUy"tl'riou. drpth of meaninl( enu I>\' fmmd in th~ ~llUlUCIt 
Ihin" . .MankI[.St,ern.Wt,the'li'('ll-knOIOlSIl'Pdlllllaulho~ 
hili put on h~r book the "·oma.n 1O ..... r 01 tho ~l\,u~h .tamps ... a 
\>2tlNt~'. Uy_ .... y Q( rontraat. lhi.o.k of th .. (l"nnanltamlll.nUt 
0..1'11\11111&--"'1111 the BI"Led h~lmd 00 ht·. hoad and two wore 
b~lm.·tt un h~r h1't'U1: neD t1t~..,~ Q( mOlber', tnllk III CD...oo 
ill armor. And no .. look u the ..,ftr: unabielded IlIld f:rft. her 
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twJ\ulirul body mO,'N 'lithio Ih~ airy roilf'; bUm-aot Bod l~b'of 

1001. abe .trid~ in the WlUd and II<'~W'TI he. k~rnl.ls of ",-,,-'<I, 

'TH_ .he .. til emllQdieo th .. ,""ul of .' ... ~; &lid .h" canno~ 

~~~e2~~::~:!~~~~~~ {tS~:~!u~~t~~~~~~7 ~~I~~2r 
aUlOmalit'alh aedJl(roINClu~ly. 

"But th~n th~ .oul of .nuC(' h .. III,..ay. iJ('.l.ul'rod hrnd. 
of...oo. In th~ hi..loryot Euro ...... Prance h .. a1 .. aY.l.'-n like 

t"~ fairv I!"udmuth,·r in fairy laiN; the world wllllK'l'Ome rMlly 

lrighllu! if the fairy I!"Odmoth~r i. ro"q1>~rNI." 

It is ~ble that I .hould not htlve exprnssOO myself 81) 

@oberly and objectively about the PIOul of Germany if I had then 

thought that 25 years lal&l" Ihe cia",. of Ihe gianl crab "-ould 

close 'LI"ound my homeland too. For my premonition .... AII to 

pro,·e carreet; Ihe German poople did not give up their mili_ 

tArism. And they will certainly nevet do 110 volunlllrily. 

'rhu poworand glory of lhe Hohunzollorns pauod:thelast 

Kaiser of the Klonon' houile made hiB ingloriOUI exit. And we 

who kno .... G()rrnany before the flnt World War. and witnessed, 

struck "ilh ,,·onder &II it were. the Ilio,,~ vl'nwalion of the 

Klli_ by every a .... erage Gennan-of a Kai_ whom the whole 

world found a liltle comieal. howo\'6<" llIuch thoy might diSAgTOO 

in other nlIllJOOU in tbeir judgm«at of the nature of Kaise!" 

Wilhelm lI ~w" oould not readily imagine what these normal, 

avera.ge (Jermans would now .to. Oone "'ero 11.11 tho "etty kin;:,!! . 

• 11 the Ilrin_, all tho splendid unifornu that had de1ightod the 

eYl'-lland the hoarh of tlHI Uppef and lowermiddlEH'Ia.SCij ,,·hl'n_ 

e,-er they werotrealoo to a di~pJay of the radian<!4l of the Courtll 

or of the Army_ I remember an old IOldier who had lIerl'l'd a\ 

the front; ha _rut ... 1 illPlOlUowhat poor hen1th and extremely 

nervous; he WII8 a guide in ODe of tho Imail paJaoos in Kyml)hen_ 

burg in 1925_ 'l'lle whole timo he WII8 leading ,,~ through tho 

gildedrooocorooUl.!!,hesPQkealmO:ltoonvulsi,·olyoftllevanished 

royal house of Bavaria. wbich he apparently revered idolatro.wy, 

not com:erned in the loast with tho fnot that the unhappy Wit­

tellbaeh Houso hAd been infected with iru!&nity forgeneration8_ 

"Wo Germ&ll8 cannot Ih-e "ithout mMlen whom we CAn look 

"I) to". he broke ont, and teart gwhed from hia oYelil_ l\·ly 

mother and I murmured !lOme sympathetio words, and tried to 

EllCape him~\-«"y buhfullUl we Nordio pooplOll &nI wont to be 

whenever we &nI forced kl witneu the lpoctaclo of the emotional 

~ihitioni5IllortheOerma.tUl_ 
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No mOHI in the ingenious playing of Adolph Hitler on the 
m06t aenaili,'e ItriDgII of the psychology of Yae German people 
w ... more ingeniou~ than tlat he demanded that he be wor­
IIhipp8l.iQadivinebeiDg. In thillwlyhomotlLll&g&-OldGerman 
nood. a need tbat is tbeleilmoti. in the medieval German pI.MllllS 

of the N,lH:lulIg~" tho &l!pira.tioll toward unoonditional sub­
jection be.fOl"9 a lord IUld mllste'!". There oould be IIOnlothing 
fino lind ooautiful in thi~ ideal of loyalty if thore wore not the 
rovorse 8ide. whie.b is clearly exprlllllled e,'en in the Nilof/ungen.. 
lied: loyaity to a leader and Il.m8Jit.erjUlltificsoveryerime, every 
lie, every treachery tbellworn servant may oommit, if he only 
CIUl bolheve or persuwe himee1f w belio\'e thu he thua i. making 
hilllll6lf a tool in thelHlrvioo of hi. maHU!r, 

Tn addition to this reVen;6 &'do, then.t ill alllO a Mupplemont 
too thiJI ideal, which makes i, even more repul~i\'e in the eyes of 
mOlt nOD..(;erman peoples: oorreilpoDding to the Deeeu.ity of 
fooling the toot ot a muter on one'~ nook iJI the need for having 
IIOmOOIlO Dnder ono', !!CIt on whom ODe can him$6lf tramplo. 
If Hernlann Hausehning's reproduotion of lIitlor's 1I"0rd~ i. 
,oourate. then tho life goal of the Ge'!"man ~'uehrer would lie 
in n1aking tbis Gormllo ideal aetualon A IM)llle hitherto unimowD. 
It tho IUooeu of German artrul makes it »OIIIible for Cennany to 
dictAto a new world ~o. be will croa.lO a now 110ft of sooial 
ordor- with II. German master raCi.l; subdivided like a pyramid, 
with the godlike flgu~ of the ~'uohrer at tho top. aB it were, and 
dOl!06ndinr ftUlPI or upper, middle a.nd lower mute'"'. And under 
tbe feotof ~ho lo ..... or "lasters, the OOI1'luored peoplOl, wbo lin:! to 
beoome the helol.il and liaves of the Gonnana. No matter how 
inoomprohonsible this ideal may 800m to us Nordio people, for 
ommple-for we find it roa.Ily as ropugnanL to atep on .. living 
being ... to be I lopped on, at 16Il.it 110 long ... we are normal­
nevertbel_ thia plln for a new _iety mu..t lay IIOmothing to 
tho mentality of tho avorage Gorman. In tbis elOMly packed 
Volkllell, lhAt OOeauiIOof pressure from aOO1'1I r(l(.'(li\"611 therigb' 
to OPIlre. th,*, below, the individuaJ i~ !lot only liberated from 
overy duly, but al!lOgivon no opportunity to ILCt indOllondently­
whioh again pr6f!IlJ)(lOfieII that thoindi\'iduaJ has A backbone. and 
thathil5tlIHloolbnlnncoillinordor. 

Wo ill J~urol16 ill the immediate J)l\.Iit, thut is thoporiod 
which oloaed "'itb tho outbreak of the war now raging. had 
grown aceWitomed to regarding human boling"! !1.8 ooollomieally 
determined. The de,'elepment of 8OOioty from tho lar 011 pII!lt 
uptoourpreeentdaywlIiIsuppolll!dwbedeterminooi.n""ar&& 
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in IleBeoby ooonomio problollUl. Ju~tnso\lraneE'!ltors from the 

n"'IIAi!llllnoo to th ... JM!8t period of the jll(\& of nat;ollali~Tn are 

~id to have OOJUlid&ed man flII.-.enti1illy a political ooing . in 

Ihll! 8@naoijthe"tru2'llIC>lfunllaJnonlally""'ro for the tEee<.ll)m 

of the indh'idual and of th ... socill1 ela._: .. h'illilxorti&< and civil 

ril:'ht>;. A~ mooievnl mnn thouRht of hi.m,.lf primarily 811 a l!(Iul. 

IU an immflrtai iodi\idual on tho way to utt'rTIaiuh'ation or to 

ott'rtlal damnation. in Ihi! II('n;.e every oonOiet wlUI a eonBict 

bt-t .... een the faith thataJone bringa.,.Jvntioll and Ihefflith 

that leads nl'l't'lNlrily 10 damnation. Prom OH!I'Y ooe of th_ 

points of ,iew man has made a fumlamentnl obM'l'n .. tion of one 

of Ihet'!l.entiAl eharacteri&tiesof hil nat\ll"C: weare f1jt'hting tOI' 

Ihe woll-lll.'ing of our JIOul!.cvcn ..... hen \1'9 IIro trying to dcmy the 

exi.leo<"llotlhesoui. Weare !4I:htingas political bcingsoven 

"lIl"n 1Vearflfightinl{for lhe.ide thtwill depri\"ll UI of our 

politieal\'oiceaudwilllet 11.l!i.hl\keoffallindividulI.lrClOponsibility 

a~ eitL:I'.on~, so that we can hide in a l'olkhcit or in a olasll or in 

tho lllflO.l'llli. And 'Ire ha~'ll foul{bt 1111 aloug for wonomie intenlilb 

-to oolter our li~·illg('QndiliOIl., or to pr'n'ent Oilton from bette .... 

ingthoirhvingoonditioll.&atourexpeOfie, 
But just in th_Iast dooaoCli bcforo the pre!!l.!nt war we were 

aboUL to dist6\'er IIoOmelhillg more in our olll"n nature 88 human 

beinga: thlLt our p8)'chi(l life ill influenced mueh more than we 

had dr81med by phYl!i('al raeton by our bodily hoahh or 

"'oaklulSe. hy tbesoil on which "·elive. by the food lhatweeat, 

by our rolatioru to the people with whom we live and by thoir 

relatione to us. ,\nd e~'cry eonlhct among men it 11.100 a confliot 

of tiie!!: find of healthy BOu18: thl1nl is f)n<! thing that p~ychopll.lh~ 

can ne~'er manall'f', and that i. to arri\'e at a pea<>eful and utili­

faetory l'{O\ation~bip with their fello,,- men. Again and lLglIin in 

theeounMlofhihtory, thegiftoo p~y~boIHlth hnl!follnddelinlraneo 

from hill ho;:tile aUitude to h;" fellows I>y Iweoming a WMlord 

or a re\'olutioIlILlY. In the droaIU of II. future in whirh It~te. 

humanity, or hia 0'11'0 prople "'ilI h.,'e de\'f'loped to IIOmethiug 

quiw dill'"rent from what thoy RI'O! !.o-day. enm the p!<ycho])~th 

ean im8lrine that he lon'" at lMU!t humanity. if not IIny Hinglo 

penon. fur the p801)le whl> Ii"e unly in hiM imagination will 

Ilf'n .. r 81111: of him the im'KJ~siblo: thllt he 8hould o\,l'r li\e \vilh 

them, 
We Bhould not. undO!"el!timate the R4:nillcnnce which 

eoonomie a.trnirs hal-e had for the deH~lopm('nt of Gl"rlWlny in 

the I'O!mOle and the imrue<h.te PJl.>,t. e\'en ,,-hen \1'0 ~llttelft that 

it i. lihlCi. oonditioned by many p"y('bopathio trruu that ('!Ill 
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be lironltl part of tl.o Gennan ~VCM back into tho ),Iiddle 
Agull. Epidemic hal1u,·iDJlotiollll, 1I'hieh othor nationl havo 
completely ~onquered by all AP1"~IU1!.noo;;, IMl(!m sHU to he latent 
ir. the Gorman l)(1()plo: for example, anti-Scmiti.m is certain.ly 
not an ol[('lu~i\" .. ly German phenomenon, but at least we find it 
dimeult to ixoLit>HI that among anotber people there Mhould be 
luch a I"I)vi\·al of the mtmulity of the day. of wilch IIOIU'eII lind 
of "it('h trinl. Il& we havo _n in the German pcnecution_ of Iho 
Jows. 1n the complex of idea§. which "'/U perfee1.OO. chiofly by 
Getman mind~ and i. tho mOllt important contribution of 
Gennany to European culture-the Reformation &lid Honan­
treililll~hi:Wll~ni(lI.ll,,'eU ... manie-delll1lllilil-otraitaare 
prOOomirlllllt. And " 'hile it haa alway. IlOOmoo to the neighboring 
nation. that the oonoopt of honor i, ouly .lightly dovelopOO 
.mong the GennILIllI---lhat il. that they did not knOll' our concept 
of backbone ADd fooling an individual reoponsibility, of mental 
I1lIIerYO .nd of IIIllf-i'()ntrol in pubh(', for lh_ are our idoal 
ItlUldard of life--yot tim Germane have al .... ·ay. had their own 
IlOncept ot honor, in II. mydio oonneotion with death and 
dOl!truction. 

I remember ""hM II. dreadful impre&&ion it made en me 
wllOu in my YOllth. in the course of my 'Work, I W/U gil'en the 
daily t&llk of reading tho Berliner' TaueblllU, 'There I found 
constantly roeurring notit'ell of youthru! suicidl!fl---llOrnething 
of "'hieh I ha\"e nO\l!r hlllLl'd other conntril,lll talk. Schoolboys 
who cannot ndjUBt them~lv~ to IM"hoo1. failurtll in examination!, 
dimcultiOoi in puberty l\TII knO"'n IhrougholL~ the whole world. 
But thaI 6uch thing;r can bring children to take their own livM, 
hiS probably _med prelly imJ)Ohihle as yet for all peoples but 
the German •. 

'The (hil!l1ing cod", Ihe epidl-mieB of suieid08 are an _utia! 
complement w Germnn militarism. In former timN we wore 
incliued tolny tho 1I'holo b!&IlI0 for that on miiilarism, with itlr 
lenninology of Ihe "lIIailed flht" and "blood and iwn" and 
"Germany'~ 8'1rordilOinl all;8inst this Ind that", on tho Junken1 
and the nobility. on the I'rin(,1!!1 and Karrulou~ Wilhelm II. In 
the .t()pllof theJunk~rmilitaris1l)thctahl\llfol1owedaijtili more 
fu.natieal . d""truetil'e and unfeeling ntilitru-ism, representing tho 
German bollrgcoi,i .. and pot/ile bou,~oi.ie. And for mylK'lf I 
1m ('()nvinl'6!i that if. for in~tanee.a ne,,·rel·olution were to como 
in Gennany in II yoor and II day, making ~a:r;i Gonnany into 
ComlllUllistie or Proletarian Germany, tho Gennrul pooI)la 
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would onee more lOOk itt natural expression in a renQWed, 

aggreasivemilitariml. 
One thing is sure: 8i1l0l"'1 plan for the ool18tructi£ln £lf a ne .... 

£lrder in Eur£lpewill never be exoouted, even if he m£luld BU~ 

in detlroyinp; e,'ery land that still Pnl8el"V911 the old Europoan 

.tandard of hwnan dignity, civil liberty and the right of the 

individual to hilown privatehappioOilll. MilitarismhlUnevor 

yet displayed any constructive force. And io the Germao 

people there am few I"NOUI"'Ce!I on which to build a .IIlate. The 

productive forcet! in the flolds in which Germany h&!! really 

buil~ IIOmethiog-lree resoareb, &eienoo, aud, in part, litflr&tW"it­

am oow IIUpprCi!8ed, or han ~n driven ou~ of the oountry, 

orll.nl vani8hingin oono&ntration caml/B. The mOllt lirobabhl 

outcome iii that, in e'·ery land ""here Germany layJI iu mailed 

fbt, eoDnomie and I'lultural annihilation will foll£lW in the lnIIoeki 

of a victoriou" Oermnny, Imd that Germany will be forced to 

exert it.! slzflnglh e,'en more lIO\"erely in the Held which 11Iw 

Iw,lIlo""oo up all ita ere.U,'e rMOW"06I. all lid oonstruntive 

imaginati£lu, that;8 in annaments. So that the giant emb, ,,'heo 

it by sucked £lut aU the meat of il.11 vietillll! in Europe d£lwn to 

the lkin and the bone&, can l ireteh out it.. elawl f£lr prey 00 other 

oontineoldl 


