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From thelr origin as a gr QP in the Americanlﬁevolun

~

-tion, the Black Loyalists grew tc \kcoge a'distinct commuatfy,
' \

t was unlque ththem—

\
‘selves. Their idealsfof*securlty,y%‘dependence/and self—

£ e

determinaticn, that drew them as run:

determlned to preserve a culture t

ays slavgs to éupport

_the Loyalist cause, were not fu1f111 by tHeir ekperience in
e

Nova Scotia after their settlement t e

@

received the land and assistarice that

I

ploitation, unequal treatment and phys cil segregation. Iso-

'lated in their separate communities, ahd fostered by a reli-
L4 -

rgstianlty and then

*

gious reﬁival that converted them to
1eft them to determine their own spiritual relatlonshlps, the
Black Loyalists acquired an attitude that~they were a.chosen
people. Religicn and Segregaticn conditioned their view'of
race, community and family, and gave {them a set of polltlcal
principles that was characterized by an extreme sens;tivmty

for individual rights..; e -y

4

‘ Iﬁ search of a Promised Land,’L 196 Black Loyalists

&

accepted an invitation to emigrate to the freed—slave colony

, of Siqrra Lacne in 1792. There they were ‘able to establish

“' an independent existénce, in continuation 'of historical
! 7

[

‘develophments begun in Nova Scotia, that expressed'itself>in

their economic amd political activities, moral code; family

4+ .
-, _

1783. Few “of tﬁcm

been promlsed to all ™,

e

~

-

I

ir
§
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an&;@a ital relationsy and phy51cal style of life. Their ’ -
Qﬁr s@ nity and education won them High,mun1c1pa1 and ad- ¢

*T g : ~ .

minigtra ive p St?’ and they became a model to the ngnr

Foolon
s

w4

s

- &

: frerﬁe Liberated Africans who were »Settl\ }{ i

in the coleny a ker 1808 . . , 705

s v © 5w

As Eur pean'rac1sm began to dlctate Imperial employ- \

e
e

ment practlce , and as the Liberated Africansigalned the o

kills tS-wgalify them for the posts available to'Black ., - .

|

L co}oniél ? }ects, the Black Loyallsts were:dlsplaced From Qfﬂ
| theif elite p051t10n. Yét the; retalned the values and asj:h .
pira#ions th5§ had carried from North America, and they trans-

' . mitted them to the Liberated Africans who! ten‘dec; to ééo/;:»t /t/f;e

- culture and polltlcal attitudes of thelr fopmgz/ﬁgdels as they
«,"“ =
occupied their homes and perqulsltes. The nlh@teenfn centupy-

—

quﬁ—Europeanwc1villzat10n known as "Creole", created nggfe

descendants\cf the Liberated Africans, was_therefore the pro-

had 1

duct not only of colonial West”Afr%ca, but of Loy;lmst Nova :

¢ - -
L}

SCOtia- ¢ ¥ #
v ’ L)
’ ., This study has set out to trea;?;he Black LOY&llStu as

B— sy P [ — Ry o
P

. an 1dentif1ab1e entlty, to trace the events anqd conditions that

J” - el et S, -

shaped their development as a people, and to indicate the in- .
fluence they had over a broad historical. précess lof continuing

significance. Though -most of the sources nﬁed in this study

i i m e ——

’ &
originated qutside the Blacy'Loyaligt tommunity, an attempt Ngs

been made to determine the issues and attitudes that were held /
/-

most important by the Qiéck Loyalists themselves,! and therelLy

to assess thetnvcontribution, and their reactlon, tn the
series of events that make up their history. *°

{
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First references)to pxmnted and manuscript dourdes are glven
3 '

in their complet§ form, as appearing in the Blbllmgraphy.

°

-

gecond and subo rquent refarence have. a short tltle which

£
[
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Momtany, Lo~
; g,

Il TR e, b4 ) N .‘\ AN
-is descriptive of the ‘contént or ap abbreviation pf)the £411
- B i s\ / X}
> title.” Short Titles Ffor British um manﬁscript sources
- * 't
omit the Additional Manuscript number, g1v1ng only a title -
o

3

»

o or +Short title for the manUSCrlpt collectlon.ﬁ The terms . -
N 4 v

_"Vol.'; "Box", "Folder', "File'",.are not repeated i% short
- tltles-xf°they i1dentify a section of a larger colle%tlon or

ser1és, nor are dates referrlng Spe¢1f1ca11y to su?n volumes,

¢

boxes, etc.. Thus BM Add Ms. 41282A, Clarkson’ Paoérg Vol
B}

I, becomes Clarkson Papers, I; MMS, Cor respondenc@ﬁ Aeqt

Africa, Sierra Leone, Box I, 1812-34, File 1, 181

4

comes MMS, Sierra Leone, I, 1. For the reader's fcon Enience

. tltles and short titles for manuscrlpt co@lectlo¢s ar under-

f

@

lined in footnote§, as in the foregbing eﬁumplesi ro#mal )

oy

. blb%gogkaphlc practice i= followedolm the B:Lbllcg*"apbyS e

Citations of Parllamentary Papers contain two page references.
: 3
The first is to the page number for ﬁhe~5peC1f$c,réport lePGu

o

»
"y

cited and the second, always Ain brackets, is to the page ?1 ;

1

Jiuumber ford the volume in which that ‘report appears. Since -

there are several copies of John' Clarkson's diary, eéch with

< v a *

its, own pagination, all references to the diary are follawea

I
o
i
— ", -

by the date intbﬁ_enﬁxyu1nwbrackd£377“”““’"f :

e

*=

pos—

ey
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’ In d review of Chrx*togher Fyfa's Hlstory of Sierra 7

E Leoné, Paul ﬁalﬁadbe ttent;qn to the tiny area occupied by

Sierra ILeore on thesmap &f Africa and®uvon dered rhetoricallys

s

- why such an area jus;ifi ed the detailed treaunent given it .

~ ° ' py rr. Fyge.l

%f this .question. can legitimate%y be directed
ate 3 history: of Siefra lecrne, it seems even moée appropriate

- to ask it of & study that purports to relate the history of
3 }

: the Black” Loyalist)settlers. from Nova.Scotia, who never

] nurtered more thar Luelve hundred persons and, Jafter 1807,

¢ .y

constituted a. decreasingly significant p¥oportion of Sierra '

2

v

.  Leone’'s populatimn. , N i

-

A response” to such a hypothetical challenge might .

' best be framed in tgrms of the jnterest Black Loyalist his-
tory holds feé‘a variety.of historians, for its importance , ‘
M
. lies less 1n deographlc al or numerlcal_sagﬁmfxcance “than in
ORI 2L
e e hé—éﬁgﬁfs, trends and historical develppments with which

.

;" the Black Loya ists were 1vtlmate1y associated, and upon . ’

- LN

© which their’ act%v1tves cften had a profound and formative

- !

~ influence. The Black Loyalists originated, as a group, in’ ¢

" | ‘the collapse of the old British Emgire, they partfcipated

3
- v . il

- -
0

’ lp* E. H. Hair, review article, "A History of Slerra

Leonc ﬁy‘Chr*”ﬁOpnCL Pyfer, SLG (“ukp,hg. 17, June 1063, #pﬁ*ﬁi
281 “‘96 ) ¥ o 5' )

", .

[+

-t =
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in the establishment of a mew opne in Nerth America; gnd '

x later were fundamental to the‘initiation of a tnique Golan- .

s

ial enterprise in AfrXca. 1?{ ‘as Sierra Leon¢, Britain's, .

: first permanent Africanicolon&, that -caused the British to -

see Afriga '"mnot ﬁerely as it«&?s, but as it might be, and s "
{ a ?
> i » 03 <¢ "‘:?
v » with full consideration for the new Afﬁlca in the imperial
[ 1 '\ A

* possible the establishment and cdntlﬁﬁe& British occupétion
- of Slerba Leqne in ltS earllest and most vulnerable years

The. student of Imperlal hlstory can therefore find.in the

[

Black. Loyalists' story an example of the colonlalAeXperlence

in several locations, and the germinal events 1eading:to the

i -

. expédnsion of Briw#ish involvement in Africa, "The settlers
4 = » [} .
from Nova Scotia, hQWever, were far from compllant colonial

e -

subjects.. The “first Afrlcans to 1ive under exﬁen@gd Braitish

2

Jurlsdlctlon, they' were also the first to offer an ideglgg%-W*”

= ° cal challenge to white alien r&le. —&s M. Halr hao'suggestu
. P_’_"_'—"—/ gd -
o —ed; @S part of his ahswer to his own query, "Students of the

e
3

. 1 .
- development of African naé%onalLSm might caré to take a

“

longer look at the Nova Scotians, and the Fréetown community -
. ot N -~ ! -
theyombulded."3 .
a g o
" ' For the student of Canadian histdry, as much as for °
\

}

L

/ 2 . . ! )

~fe
-
-~
S
»

*. scheme of things";2 it was the‘glack Loyalists who made &

VI

/ Philig Curtin, Image of Africa (Madison, 19¢4), p. -

vi, For a similar sentiment cee Clarence Clendencn and ;
peter Duignan, Americans in Black Africa up to 1965 (Stan- w
K fOrd 1964), pu 4- v f ®

3Haix, "A Hictdry of Sierra Teone Ly «“rL Lot e r
Fyfe™", p. 286, L

’

-
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.~ oo, ,
a A ’ b ﬁ 4 ¢
the Africanicst and Imperial historian, the Black Loyalist

13 I3 AN
" cbrd offers a pew perspectave on formative periods and ace
~ o » ) " =

“» cepﬁed historical ccncepts, Thare is a "Loyalist myth" in N
Canada, ‘that perpptuates a view qf the Loyalist 1mmlgrant53 \

as upper class citizens, devoted FO-EKlLlSh ideals, who L”x
% ‘ \ .

L)

. transplanted the best of Colonial Améribaﬁ society to Britiiz\ )
ts,

A. v ¥ N ‘V 3
North America.” In this view the role of the Black Loyalis

though théy represented more than ten percent of the Loyalisé \

*
'

*“ influx into the Maritime Provipces, is generally overlooked.
T J ) @ #
An exdmination of the Black Loyalists in Nova Scotia can con-
9 AY

- ? ! 1 /J‘/n
triggte ,fo an awareness of the mylti-pacial and seecially

3
E ’U

© .Heterogenpeous natuqe of the Logallst establlshment and, since"
the” Blacks were at the louest, end of Lhe Loyallst ucale, their

experiences help to illustrate the hardshmpsﬂggd.st@aggiés of .

it
U
—

elghteenth century ploneer life: 1n Atlantic Canada“~ But

s i )

. %bove all the Black Loyalists hold significance, in Canaqa,

as_the fotinders of Canada's first free Black communlty. Their

rooa
ol ‘

coﬁ&erns and 1n1t1at1ves, and their responses to the racial

t‘V W o~

L3

discriaination and eccnomlc~exp101tatlon practlseﬁ‘by Loyalwq,* L

- Y,

ist qOClety, shaped ‘the development of sgparate 1nst1tutlons Iy

and a dlstlnct SOClal identity within the Black populatmon

!’ -

of the Maritime Provinces. The Black community, and particu- .

¢

-

larlyflﬁs foundﬂng fathers, deserves the attention of those

- who would understand the origin and growth of the Canadian .
f‘| \ ’

, e

¢ Yror example, sce JoSAnn Fellous, *The Loyallot Myth
in Canada", Canadian ‘Historienl Lonaciation: Hiskorical ¢
Papars 1971 ((at'Lculd, 1O9/2), ppe 94111, - e T

~ LN
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The hlstory of the Black LoyallsEE‘Iﬁ\ﬁova Scotia® .

\

© and Sl%rrh Leone haa not, Qfﬂcourse, bEen completely nﬁglect»
ed by scholars in the past. " It is howegér the case that no

51ngle study has attempted to treat the" Bl%ck Loyallgts as 5
* -
- a hlstorlcaI entlty, and t ose hlstorlané‘who have examined
% - r
only certaln dspect’s of‘th 1r experlence, or who have con*

sidered theﬁias afpaff’of/;(iarger community;>have therefoxé
» A

not had an opportunity to trace the ihternal "evolution and

.
" \ ° -

tonsiderable continuity, of the Black Loyallsts' initiatiyes __

. . N -

and reésponses. :TE’is oﬁly in the contekt of itheik overall v

i

development as a d;stlnct soc1ety that/;hé\ﬁlack Loyallst¢',
_/“ (

[§

’w”,__»~«*’part1C1patlon 1n and con;rlbutlon to a\larg series ‘of evbntaé

-

can be explained, and it is only in that context Lhé\itﬁé

’
o

effects upon them of the actions of other people can be - “

, '
N 4 + "

understood. v //
\ . " .

o

am

" Greene and Chrisiopher Fyfe.” ¥From any of them the rcader .,

¥ . M

‘can gain a general impression of' the hardships and diccrimina-
¥

i o : u % S -
3 ¢ N M »
SRobin W, Winks, The Blacks in-Carada: A Hictars
(New Haven and Montreal, 1971)3; G. A, HKawlyk, "The fuyn-
borougg Neégroes: A Study in $m01ds;0n" Devthousie oyl
Spring ‘1968, pp. 24-36; C. B. Fergusson, A Lorurrrizt 7 .ty
of the Establishment of the Mearoes in HNovo. Looutic e len .

* the War of 1#~1¢ and twg Jinring of Pesponsiolee teprerorent
¢ (Hallfax, 194%); Annnong“FLr@»Qrcgnﬁ Tavid Leurage: L

<Nova Scotian F?ﬁ@r%ﬂprr" £ (nR), Uo, 14, Wormi e 1904

. PR 9u~120*-€nr11ﬁaqhn. . byﬁn CMEE o DeterNg ey

" and mgepd" "SI, gﬁs;f Ho, 1, Det:emhf-r 1953, ppd 4-1%.
£

¥ 5 7
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tion' suffered by .the Bluck settlers, their inadequate or’non-

. existent ¥farms, and their econGQicadependence uﬁbn white
sopiigy. And yet, recause the motives which first led the

/Blécks“to the Britis during the Amer'ican Revelution are .
- & Tew
" s b g detp

+  overlooked, the domlnatlng urge of the Black Loyalists to

acq%}re land and ecomomlc lndapendence does not emerge from

v 5 ¢ ™ v

a reading of thése accounts, and'a'magcr theme is jost which

ould contribute fundamentally to an;understanding of Black

¥ o mw

Loyallst frustratlon, apparent acqulescence’&n Segregataqn,

v’b& !

/and eagerness to JOln the 1792 exodus to Sierra Leone‘ In °

0

each case the authors! concterns were other than a°¢eta11ed

study of the Black Lo§éi£§ts~~foi Winks, Rawlyk ard Fergusson
they formqé)only a part of a laéger canvas, while Kirk-Greene
and Fyf; were concentrating ‘on ‘irdividual experiencesn~$nd
‘ y therefore, 1nev1tab1y, they do not offer ev;dence or inter-
ﬁ;} pretations to explain the 51gn1f1cance of* the Black Loyal~
1sts' failure to bhecome self*sufficlent landed pr?prletors.
- The dlfflculty in treating, the Black Loygllsts as a
minor part of a broad history is 111ustrated by Profes;Zr

Winks'.The Blacks in Canada. Though unquestionably a magni-

a

ficent piece of historical research, the breadth of the en-
" quiry has led its author tobdisfegard the intimate details
\
of the foundation and strength of tommunal consciousness,
'

‘within the Black Loyalist settliements, Instead, an im;gé

of a disunited and even divisive society is portrayed, and

’ the most ogtstand@ng single charactericstic éf Black .Itmraxllis*;ia‘v
Gsociety is submerged in a narrative of events that flows

2 *

xi ’ -



Ed
1w
-

- ’ a *
- /// ° across Canada as a whole and over a”period of é%veral hun-.
/ dred years. Rawlyk and Klrk-Greene both 1nqiyd§ references

to the role of rellgldn “in formulatlng local tommunlty ties,

but. only Andrew Wails, in hlS percepﬁlve aqpount of the
1 -~ 2, 1 PO )
formative 1nf1uences on Black)Loyallst re;iglon in Nova

- -

. Scctla,6 draws the 1mpllcatlons from a descrlptlon of the

L

gl

-

. chapels, preacners and. doctrlnes that- wg}é/é the’ Blacks to-

gether 1n a comqulty aware of its dlstlnctlon and opposed s

to’ the interference of outside 1nfluences or people. W;th«

! \
13 4

. out an understanding of the coﬁmunlty 1dent1ty felt by the
Black Loyalists, the mlgratlon %o‘Afrlca cannot adequately
be explained or even accurately descrlhed Fyfe and Kirk~

. Gree€ne, from thelr vantage-point Qf the hisﬁory of the

t

: migrants after their arrival in Sierra Leone, identify the

exodus as a mass wmovement, made up of participating com= -

o

munfgies, but earlier accounts by Archibald and Haliburton

" treat it as a movement of individuals;7 and Winks attributes

it tb the dellberate lies of John Clarkson which misled in- »
. dlvidual Blacks 1rtc forsaklng their Nowva Scotian commun;tlas.

The Fyfe, Walls ‘and Kirk-Greene examples reveal thc

s o -

« ' advantage that is gained by bringing an awareness of Black

.

L G .

Ghndrew F. Walls, "The Nova Scotian Settlers and -
Their Religion", Sierra Leone Bulletin of Relirjaon, Vol, I,

No, 1, June 1959, pp. 19-31. - .
o . ‘
. b 7Adams Archibald, "Story of Deportation 6f Heqroes

from Nova Scotia to Sierra Leone", Collecliont of the Nova
Scotia Historical Society, Vol. VII, 1&9%1, pp. (3~54~ L,
' .© Haliburton, "fne lova Scotia Settlbr of 1792, SLS (nc),
. Nd. 9, December 1957, pp. 16-25.
]
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' vE&rse also appears to be true. As-virtually the entire

- populatlon of Slerra Lecne.from 1792 to 1800,

A

Loyalist history in Sierra beone to bear upon an interpre- - -
tation of Blacquoyalist histdey in Nova Scotia. The-re-_ '
© ~

-~
-
&

-

and an impor‘f) ‘

:(‘,«/
@

tant seggggtzfﬁf/g/ least a dozen years thereafter, the set-~

;;af¢iw%4ffﬁ;g/z;om Nova Scotia have naturally attracted the ‘atten-
. - ' L Y
tion of almost all of Sierra Leone's historians. But few

AT

scholars have consmdercd Sierra Leone's early hlstory as

d »
[

the continuation of a dgVEIOpment begun even earlier in Nova
Scotia, and ncne 1solate the further evolutlon of Black

Loyalisﬁ society, within the’colony of Sierra Leone, dnce
it ceased to be étatistiéallylsignificant. Christopher

Fyfe's exhaus*ive tréatmept of Sierra Leone's his tory in-

-

cludes referénce, at 1east tq every major event and per- =
sonage in the golony‘from 1787 to the end of the nineteenth

century,8 bat since it was n?t Mr, Fyfe's purposevto identi-

fy and interpret the peculiar characteristi¢s of a small

commun1t¥ within Sierra Leocne's population, the separate

o
development of the Nova Scotian settlers is not followed

thematlcally throughput the narrabtive. s« The only other his-
torical survey even to appreach Mr. Fyfe's in scholarship
. Pro-

!

and research is John Peferson's Provinbe of Freedom.

fessor Peterson includes considerable information on the

-

8Christ¢pher'Fyfe,’A'History of Sierra Leone

(Londor®, 1962). )
9John Pétercor, Provirce of Freedom. A Hidliory of
Sierra Leone, 1"“7—1'10 (Londor, 1s06Y). .
. oxiii
.- a:gf*' :
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Blagk Loyallsts, partlculafly as part%of hns portraLt of
- - )

scclal life in Freetown, and, he recognlzeswand d%scrfhes -
. ‘ R 54

. the political and cul%urai indepeqdence of the gaﬂfy seﬁg"“f‘
tlers.\though like Mr. Fyfe his primary concern has beeﬁ
with the histary of the colony and eépec1ally with the

Liberated Afrlé&pé. In the Fyfe and Peterson works the
. . \
\\*ﬁgttlers 1ntrude~1nfrequently upon the narrative after 1207,
- v -
and when they do it is bftén as individuals and usually in

- "
@

a, context that involves se{tler participatioﬁ in what could

-~ e
— ey @

be regarded as thé ma30t4§w§nts and trends of Sierra Leone
S 7. -
hlstory. , W ?ﬁ‘_ “ ' . b T

In additio?:to these excellent surveys, that rank*

§
\

> with Professor Winks' on thelélack Canadians; there is a

large journal and mpnbgraph literature on Sierra Leone thit

223 ~ .

takes the Nova ‘Scotian settlers 1nto consideration. An arti-™

10

-cle by Paul Hair, fq}lowing upon themes established in the

review article citedtpfev1ously, examines the political ex- %
vt ’
G} pressions of settler independence in the 1790s.and suggests -

—~that they influenced the later direction of Sierra Leone's

N A]
political development., The race-consciousness, or "blanco-

phobia”, identified b& Mr. Hair is also given atteption by

. N. A.‘Cox~George, thqugh the 1aLter.attr1buteg it specifi-

*

cally to suSp1c1ons agoused by land problems in Sleqra Leone

. while Mr. Hair braces it back to_the Settlers' North Ameri-

- 4

-~

-

. . 1OP. E. H. Hair, "Africanism: The Freetown Contri-
vution®,” Journal of Qldnrn Afpican Studion, Vol, ¥V, ".. 4,
1967, pp. GZI-39. '

ac
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£an‘exper‘énce. Prcfe F Yol o Cox—Gearge %ees the dlSéﬁESIEEment

tical s ve”elgnty, and as prov1dlng an undercurrent to race .

* .relatigns in_Sierra ILeone throughout the nineteenth cenﬁury. 11

-

13

by such scholars aS/thneth Little and Eldred Jones. Three

o

ticles by Chrlstopher Fyfe, on the Baptlst Huntlngdonlaa,

-

and Methodlst churches, necessarily concentrate on the Black

éoyallsts, s;nce they dom%nated the chapelo for flfty years. 14

;¢

/ - " And yet\\\ésplte this con51derable historical notice,

vt

i in their own right the Black Loyallsts in Slerra Leorie have

o ¢
/ : . . ’

in, a. Cox~George Finance and Development in West
Africa: The Sierra Leone Bxperience (iondony 1361), and
- /. "Direct ®azation in the Larly History of Sierra Leone" SLS »
. (ns), No.\S December 1955, pp. 20-35. .

{ y g

? »

s 12A T, Porter, Creoledom, A Study of the Develob-

. ment of Freetown SQC1etv (London, 1963), and "Religious Af-
“, filiation in Freetown, Sierra Leone", Africa, Vol. XXIII,

1953, pp. 3«14. N

* 13K. L. tht;», "The Significance of the Weot Afrlcan
Creole for Africanist and Afro-American Studies", African
Affai¥s, Vol. XLIX, No. 197, October 1950, pp. 308~19,

Eldred Jones "FreetoWn~~The Contemporary Cultural Scene”,

in,Chrlstopher Fyfe and Eldred Jones (eds.), Freetown: A .

Symposium (Freetown, 1968). .

14Chr;stopher H. Fyfe, "The €ountess of Huntingdon's ‘

_ Connexion in Nineteenth Century S5ierra Leone", Sierraileone -«
t, Bulletin of Religion; Vol. IV, No. 2, December 1962, pp. 53- .
61; "The West African Methodlsts in the Nineteenth Century", !
Sierra Leone Bulletin of Rellq;on, Vol. III, No. 1, June 1961,
pp. £2=8; Mihe Yeptict hurcrrs in Sierra Lnone" Sinrra
Leone Bulletin of mellglon, Vol. V, No. 2, December 1963, ’
Pp. 55=60- '
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'attracted 1ittle attention. Descrlptions of settle% commun-—-

1ty'11fe in the early nlneteenth cantury have been employed

H"

4 °

by the authors to serve an qnd other than the gnderatandlng

P

of the séttler community itself., and chiefly to“illustrate

® S

tﬁé origin of traditions, practices and institutibns*adopted '

by other groups of péqple. If the Black Loyalists' contri-

butlons to the hlstory of other soc1etles has been deemed

%
‘, - A.

importéht* then ibrwoura seem essential to understand the

-~ , W ‘

N

';3.

development of thelr oanscc1ety, for it was from thelr hls—
torical background that their character and influence grew.
as.

It has . therefore been the purpose Qﬁfthlswpresent stﬁdy tO‘
¢

_examine the Black Loyalists as arn identaflable sommunlty, to

i - I

3 ) .
assess the expriences, motivations and beliefs that moulded

that community, and to deseribe the unique expressions of the
%
Blaék Loyalls’“identlty in Nova Scotia and Sierra Leone. For

’
B}

thls purpose i has been necessary to research and analyme
the evolving structures of the Black Loyalist community, the
events that conditioned their group character, the nature of

. \ N .
their' daily Jife, employment, leisure, and relations w:th

. neighbouring communities. Such information has been gather-

ed pr1nc1pallx from sources that originated outgldc ihe com—

munity under ctudy. K The letters and jouarnals ef Lhe#r
Buropcan rulers, the dlapatChES of colonial offjiigis, L,

v ’

mlnuth of local cotncilay Parlliameniary enquiries, mipsion-
ary reports and local ncwspapbr; have afforded contnmpwrn;&
observation and relevant docurraiation to,(uﬁllf Bl v -
struction of tge framevory in which the Black }oyuljstl

.
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o
existed. Their wages and occupations, food, housing and

patterns’of 1and~ﬁ01ding, crimes and punishments, churches , « ¥

.S¢hools and famlllES, polztzcal activities, in short, their

ot " «’)\
‘ 7‘-""
4&%,§ﬂqw§%al, econowmiyn and 1deqfoglcal environment,; must depend

el
kY
%3§%§q§ir descrlbtlon 1§§ge1y upon SuerVlng documentszﬂ
o ""f o =y
penned bg a successmnn of.European admnnlstrators and ob- -

~

.

e A R
" P

servers. { , - -
wir F
Thls is not to suggest however, t%;t the Black

'!

Loyalists left no records cf their ‘own. Two short memoirs,

-

by the preachers David George and Bosbton King, were published

T

at the end of the eiphteenth century, and the collected

papers of John Clarkson, Zachary Macaulay and the' missionary
— ~ 7/

50c1et1es contain letters written by Black Loyallsts.v Offi-

c1a1 dispatches include petitions from Black Loyallst»,

~—

o - ~

kL a §

ParTlamentary enquiries and council minutes record their sub-
L. - . _("'\\ . . .

missions, and private papers’' give verbBatim reports on tgehr .

*

conversations and mass meetings: There are in additiomn ‘the

4

wills, property deeds, chapel records and proclamations left
by the settlers in Sierra Leone, This kind of information
- L] ‘l -

can supplement other descriptive material, and can give alter-
4 .

native views on’the events reported elsewhére. But by far the

g

mogt valuable function of the Black Loyalist-originated docu-

' &+

15David George, "An Account of the Life of Mr. David
George (as told to Brother John Rippon)", Baptist Annual
Register,,Vol. I, 1790-93, pp. 473-84; Boston King, "Memoir
of the Life of Boston King, a Black Preachcr, Written by Him-
self, During his Residence at Kingswood-School", Arminian
Magayxne, Voli. XXI, March, April, May, June, 1798, pp. 105-11,
157-61, 202-13, 261 65,

L % *
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‘Loyalists approached and reacted to the epvironment /esta-

mentation is that it supplies an insight into the pq&gritles,
’ ! : - - / +
aspirations and frustrations of the commupity. From it, it

- )

is possible to dlscern the perspective from which thi Black
- . o < ’

a
4 L, ‘

bllshed by others, Relative to thefr Eur pean neig bours
the' Black Loy&lists were 1nart1cu1ate of( heir own’ po“ht of

view,’ and yet an awareness of thelr"ba51@aconcerns gan %urn - N

a recorded event or a string of staﬁlstlcs into an art1cula~

+
l o

tion as vivid as any written memoir. . It is axiomatic that™

- s
- ~ %

2 - L

the" answers one receives from historical research depengh
updn the queétions that are asZed. The“study that follows
has net rejected the body of documents used By previous
writers, but has gubjgg%ed_them fo.a differen§;§et of ques-
tions that were éuggesté&'by the few wrétéen reéordé/and '

the pattern of activities produced by the glack§Lo§alists.

In this.way, it is believed, the relevance of the events

* t

described to t eople themselves can be determined, and a

social history can be wr en of the Black Loyalist community

daespite an appareﬂt reliance ‘upon evidence left by alien and

~

even hostile observers, ' ’
[}

s Every piece of historical writing owes a debt to the

~
guidance, criticism and physical assistance of a wide ranjge

of people, and never is this more true -than of the work of a

graduate student.’ There is the debt owed to preceding

%

scholars, who“provide in their writings theorjies to be tested

and sources to consult, to librarians and archivists, to tor-

respondents and the subjects of interviews, all of whom

I

- - xvii@
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es,

‘ facilitate the seaych for information, and of cohrsg to the |,

o7

.

thesis supervisor whose directions and questions inevitably

ST gshape the course of the research and also the presen%aticn

- »

J.__ﬁ-#—-mfthe material. The present writer has been' particularly

S\\‘\»g,cgllgggion’o% secondqéy {itérature, to which allusion has

4

fortunate in his selection of cﬁédi%drs. Besides the rich’ -
(3]

een made ahove, this writer has been_granted the personal-- .
¥ »

assistance of the¢guthoks of some of the most valuable items .
Y " > ¢

from that Cﬁllectlonw ‘ﬂf?fﬁﬁélstqpher Fyfe of . Edlnburgh .

e .

Ry

‘fessor Robin Winks of Yale University, lately American Cul-

xesearch. Professor Winks freely e$cﬁénged footnotes and

Unlver51fy, whose publl§hed work alone made the 1argest

-

single contribution to this study, made a¥; 113&1e the{un— -

8 a
1 4
& 7.

published documeritation in his pcsse551on, prgbed and oc- .
i
casionally destroygd nascent 1nterpret1ve hporles thereby ’ s
£ 1 +
strengthening the ones that survived, wrote letters‘of intro-

.

duction, suggested:source lucations, on at 1easttone~occasion~‘ -

N \ .
voluntarily under®ook to research an awkward proBlem, and

gave constant encouragement to the student while dispensing

%

more tangiﬁle'néurishment. Were it not presumptuous to do

so, this study could® well be dedicated to Mr.. Fyfe. Pro~

. I
M @

tural Attaché in London, was ready to offer similar .assis-
P @ "{ -
tance on guestions arising, from the Nova Scotian side of the

]

ideas, thongh his own major wdrﬁ was yet unpublished, and ,
cheerfully argued disputed points of interpretatipn. ﬁr. Y e

&
. » Pl ‘f e
-

-

Fyfe's colleague at Edinburgh, Professor George ghepperson, i

- * [ o«
whose acquaintance was pade dufing hisyyear as Canada Council

»



-

" investigations, . / RV D R
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Visiting Professor at Dalhousie Univéﬁsity,(kept up a con-

stant and sometlmes transuﬁylantlc flow of suggestlons and
= ~

references, Jotted down i the course of hla own scholarly

: / L fé : ﬁ -

o

£

°
‘ ¢ ol «

To the neophyte scholar, tﬁé inEéréé%thken in his

> f
work by librarianms and arch vists and fellowereﬁearchers

5 L e

™

/ o
comes as a plgasant surprise. Of the score of 1nd1v1duuls

!

in this category, Miss Phyllis Blgkeley and Dr. Briuce

Fergussqﬂ’bf the Public Archives of Nova Scotla deserve

k)

-

speci7i,acknow1édgement for their extraordlnary considera- .

tio?; In London Mrs. Pridmore "Bf the SPG arghlves w1th her-

cups of tea and afternoon chats, typlfled the kindness that

is extended-to researchers in the smaller Britisd archives.

g

o

Professor John Peterson, Dr. E. W. Blyden III and Professor

Eldred Jones, of Foural Eéy College, University of Sierra
* i v} -

Leone, "lent their insights as well as their hospitality to

1

-

"the traveller, and through their references made possible a

series of interviews with Black Loyalist descendants in Free-

town. Mrs., Ada Elliott-~Horton and Mr, J. B, Elliott opened

their homes and memories, and their anecdotes and expressions’

. . K ’
of concern gave an immediacy to the whole research programme.

The Canada douncil,rthrough the generéus support provided by:

a Doctoral Fellowship, suﬁplied food and lodging for the

tudert an§ his family and travel funds to finance a year in

¥

s
London and a visit to Freetown. Dalhousie University kindly

" supplemented the travel -fund with a Graduate Fellowbhip.

And, if it is not so obvious as to becume redundarnt

a -

XX
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i
the deepest gratitude must be expressed to the thesis super— -
) 1

visar Profeséa” John E. Flint of -Dalhpusie University.

“Plajued by nurerous other graduatg‘sb&ieqts, by publishers»
! oy

deadlines and by administrative duﬁiesﬁyPrafeSsor Flint's .

- ; - t s -

generosity and availQ?illty were nevér exhausted. His con- S

v
»

stant testing and incisive challenges aborted more thard one

faltering paragragh and inconsisternt conclusion, and, tHough

.

the writer must accept<;espon§ib;li€y for the ideas contained

L} a

in fhis thesis, it was during the process of convincing

Prqféssor Flint of their validity that many of t%&se ideas

were given flna% form. His help, and the help of all those )
[}

noted here, can never ke repaiq:excppt through the assistance,

inspired Ly their example, that will be passed on_to ancther

) -
P
w

generétion of students, Finally, recognition is due to -
Stephanie, Tirctny and Marcus Walker. Without their familial
presence -this thesis might have keen completed three years

]

previously. But without them it might never have been begun.

L i
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e . Origin of the Black Loyalists .
' , , The Slaves'*War for Independence, 1775- 83 W

3 - -

vl - 3 El

- ,
-

K "y § o o o

o 4 As an armed conflict between'EnQIand.and her ) h

¢

- American colonies began to appear 1nev1table in 1775, atten-

tion in some Brltlsh quarters turned towardf/ge half millicn

N
) w;slaves in Amerlcan hands who could be recruited as 1nvaluable-
# z, F
- aIIIEé\WIthln the epemy camp. At first the idea of inciting . .

" insurrection among the slaves or even*accepting slaves as .
8} .

o - soldlers, met with re51stan:e from the senior British strate-~
v v dgisﬁs.l But when in November 1775 the Governor of Virginia, -
\% Lord-Dunmore, found it advisable tp declare martial law in

- Pl PN t 1
- ¢ his colony, he was unwilling to overlook dny potential vt
& ;Y » .
' support., Calling upon "every person capable of bearing arms
- > M ” w -
s

to nesort to his Majesty's’ standard", Dunmore further de-

clared

w

[ 9}
411 lndented servants, negrbes, or others (appertainirg
to! Rebels) free, that are able and willing to bear arms,
khey joining his Majesty's troops, as soon as may be,
or the more speedily reducing this Colony to a proper

. - ; '
R lGeorge W. Williams, History of the Nearo Pace in
P America from 1619 to 18A0,(2 volss, How York, 1852-537,

Ty Vol. I, p. 325; Herbert Apthecker, The Nenro in the A rirar
; Revolution (New York, 1940), p. 6; Benjamin Quarlecu, I

4

C Negro in the American Revolution (Chapel Hill, 1961), pp. v
111-12, > :

A
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sendfy, of their duty, to hlu Nageﬁty's?tfown.and .
dlgnlty. 2 , ‘ “"i T - i n . £
Within a week of the publ&catlon of Ddnmore's pro-
- iﬁ g o
clamation, over three hundred Black men JOlned the Governor's

X

"Eﬁ%iopiah Regiment". When he met the rebels at Great Bridge

on December 9, one half of Dunmore's troops consisted of run— ,

% s &
avay slaves. Though Great Eradge'was a defeat for the Loyal-

v
1

3

ists, and though Dunmore's promisc of liberation had appar-

ently been made withqut reference to higher authority, the

L

success of his tactic as a recruiting device was immediately
evident to both s}des in the struggle and a pyecedent had
Pt -

been set;which aligped the Loyalist, cause with the personal

Elack twenty pcorcent of the coleniezl popu-

oy
In George

4t

,/ ! ’
fmade him "the most formidable gnemy America hasj; his ,strehgth

will increase as a snowball by rolling®. The ihsc€1ption

“Liberty to.Slaves", emblazoned across the chests of the’

i

Ethloplan Regiment, became a British sloi'arﬁ and de facto

a/ British war pollc?. ¥ e
‘{«t’?
It was therefore almost by accident that Britain .

* - .

) . .
found herself,,in July 1776, possessed of a comnitment to

free any rebel-owned slave who would resort to the Loyalist

1

standard., Of the theories and rationalizZations later offered

an abolition-

A
3

to explain the British siand, it is clear that

¥ s 2

2W1111ams, Neagro Race, T, pp. 336-37; Quarles, .,
“American Rovo]utlor, p. LY ?pfhn%er, American Revnlutinn,
p. 164 , ~ ;

Quarles, Amgrican Revolution, pp. 20n, 21-31.

Washington's' opinion Dunmore's appeal o
7 °
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ist sentiment cannot seriously be included among them. The F
slaves belonging to Loyalists were never offered their free: %

dom and indeed syegs were taken to ensure”the continued :
& ? 1 J
]

servitude of such cople. It 4s interesting- to note that /
one Gf the gounter~measures taken hy rebel slaveholders was

to free the slaves found on captured Loyalist estates, yet .

no gge would acguse them of harbourlng abolilionist tenden- )
: . - , N
cies.4 In an Empire stil}d very much determined to maintain
© e
. the institution of slavery and the continuation of the slave

—-— -

e

trade, the Punmore proclamaﬁff/ and Britain's subsequent ex-

T
- ® tensmonvof it can on¥y be V1ewed in isolation as'a desperate -
' ’ ”
attempt to bring the renelllous colonlés to thelr knees by

aany available means. This helps to explaln the complete lack

-

y
of any cohsideratidn, on the part of the British commanders,
~ of the possible results of their policy, and of any plans

being laid for the future of the slaves attracted by 1t.
s ) Britain's manpower requirements were pressing and
\ . obvious from the outset of open hostilities in Americat ﬂ,

«
‘J > e 1 ¥

. = ) ! ¢ 'f

7 . 41bid,, pp. ix, 32, 101, 138; PANS, While Collrction,
- Vol. III, 1783-84, Doc. 258 James Carey to Gldeon White, . 29

e, February 1734; NYPL, (Manugcrlpt Divifion), Emmet Pavers, Do,

) 15,615, Alexander Leslie to Sir Guy Carleton, 28 June, 17F2,
and Doc. 15,659, Leslie to Carleton, 18 October 1782, . at
- 5The Hon. J. W. Fortescue has pmmnted cut that in '
1795 West Indian slaves wera emancipated for the purpose of

% " i forming a corps to fight against the French. This was a simi-
" lar situation to' the one under dlscussion, when an immediate
o * emergency required a practicé which was in no way intended to
o - undermine slavery as a system. J. W, Fortescue, A Higstory of

the British Army (London, 1916), Vol. IV, Part I, pp. 4 7-.7.
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Though Millidge, with undoubted sincerity, wrote: "i

now hope an end will be ‘put to aibiece of business which

- 4

[we] have had much trouble ahaﬁ%ﬁ'64 Ya séntiment surely
/1}

‘shared by the.Black Loyalists ‘'who had now walted Qver sik

years for their lands, no final grant was in faag authorized.

. The last document in this €rustrating episode“is the warrant

“pled. 6

o

~

to survey of September 1789. Evidently a road was cleared

to their tract by the Blacks themslves, but no further im-

provements were made and the land was never cleared or occu-

a

5 Whether the Blacks, their suSp1c1ons alerted from

N

two previous dlsplacements, declined to ] move onto their lands

until a final grant was in>their hands, or whether the grant

f}? . o
- &

was wlthheld by the authorxtmes because thet Blacks had not

occupied the land, the result Nis the dame: the Black Loval-

» %

ists of Digby were never put in possession of their farms.

The seventy-six acres in Brindley Town remained the only.land

1egaliy deeded to any of Digby's free’Black‘§qtt1ers.66 ‘

4

T 64PANS, Box of Annapolis County Land Grants 1732

1827, Dpc., 57, Millidge to Morris, 18 May 1789.

L 65PANS, Land Papegs, Jordan, Abedingo, and cthers;
PANS Volg 224, Miscellaneous Papers, 1728-1£96, Doc. 103 -
Petltlon;méﬁJ%mao Hughston, 17 March 1796. "

ngg -

66Margaret Ells, Settling the Loyalists ipg LAva

Scotia, p. 108, table entitled "LUispersion of American Loyal-

ists in Nova Scotla, 1783~1800", lists 14% "Loyalist lLofro
grantees! in Annapolis County. Evidently she is referring
to the warranf to survey for Jgseph Leonard and 148 others
noted in footnote 63 above. Though a warrant was usually
taken as belng final, and the actual grant a wmere formality,
it Would seem from the other eviarrag rthat in Lhao o 7, at
least, the warrant was an untrustvorthy :micellon wr Jhik
rea%&y’héppened. RN

®
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- Into the|rough ard isclated regions of Sydney Co y

moved another 2,000 Loyalists, Though the land. here was :

barren, at least their experience in acquiring it was more
4 rs »,
favourable than those of their compatrlots in Shelbuxne and

2

Annapolls Counties. The 11200 settled arouﬂd Chedakucto,

N =

for example, were al&Nn#aced;og their iarms in early 1785,
LR
On a tract of 4%, GROﬂacrcq 201, white Loyalists received an

67

average grant~of almégt 240 a”réq each, ' and at Guysborough

-

another 104 whites recelved an average farm\of over 200 acres

each.68 At the end of the Chedabucto list abéears an anony-

e

mous mass of “One hundred and Elghteen Negroes at 50 Acres

1 ’
p.ﬁFamll ~-3900 Acres". Since they were not“listed by name

it has reen impcssible to verify this mention as constituting
an.autheatic grant, though it is certain that they did'not
- - N \

appear in the final grant for the Chedakucto tract mentioned

§ - &

pere.sg)' ' -

P
3

¢

67P NS Vol. 3BD, Titus Smlth'SPSurvey, p. 153 ﬁﬁys

Vol. 47, Letters to the Secretarv ot ltate, Loc. 39, Parr to -

Sydney, 27 Decemzcer 17%4; PALS Vol. 223, MluCCllaPGOU Parars,
Dot. 146, "Farm Lots laid out for Loyal Lmigrants and Difcand-
ed Corps, between 21 May 1783 and 31 December 1786"; Allison,
History of Nova Scotia, ITI, Appendix DB, p. 895, "Report of
Colanel lorge", 17245 PALS Vol., 223, Miscellanéous, Papers,
Doc. 107, "Llst of People at Chedabucto, & April 1785".

/s GsPANS Vol. 359, 0ld Temships and Lovalist Settle—
me ts,

Doc. 66, "A List of the British Legion and other Loyal- X

ists at Guysborough, 8 September 1784“

4

-

69pANS| Land Papérs, Hubbill, Nathen, and 277 others,
53,850 acres, Gheﬂabucto Eay, Guysborough Township, Sydney,
County, 1785. Thitc grant contained the names of all those
listed on 6 April 1785 plus arnother 76 names. None of the
plots were for ZN’acres. It is possible, but not prokable,
that some or all of the 118 Blacks could have received lands
as part of another grant somewhere in the district. There is

_no record in the Land Papers of any group that s ze receiving 0
acre farms. ‘

e
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. It is known that there wefe\SOme‘Black Pioneers in Chedabucto .

¢

. in 1788 who had neber received 1ands at all. Even if these *;;

118 were placed on farm lots, the amouhts were much smallen/
- : - ¢

than those given to whltas anﬂ in a district where v1rtually )
sﬁ‘?

all the white LoyallstSnxecelyed ﬁome laﬂd there remained a
caBeor gl wm‘/ -
g ¢

body of landless Blacks, , S r ;

&« ‘« =

N There were othérlfree Rlacks located at Tracadre

S

< ‘ Harbour on the eastern end of ihe peninsula, and it has been

4

reported that lqsaiﬂauthorltles planned to move the Qounty's
Black people to o;é,large settlement there. ‘Thomas Browg—
spriggs, an educated Black Loyallst wgs appointed agent by !
Governer Parr with reSpon51blllty for forming 'thée oettlement. )
In the event, however,it was for ¢nly seventy-four Black
families that Brownsﬁfigg% petitioned for land in September
1787. The survey was ddly completed and certlfled the same

‘Hay, grantlng a tract of 3,000 acres at thtle Tracadle hor-
dering the Tracadie River, Eaé%giamlly received a farm of
forty acrese70 When in 1788 anather 16 former Black Pioneers

- then landless in Qhedabucto peitioned for land at Little

144
- Tracadie, a warrant to Survey 800 acres for them was can-

70Rawlyk "The Guysborough Negroes'", p. 29; PANS,
« Box of Guysborao Courtv L&nd Grants, Folder 1, 1791-1933 Doc.
* 17, Thomas Brown Sprigys and 73.others, 3000 acres, lracadle
Harbopr, 29 September 1787; PANS, Land Papers, BrOWnoprlggs \
‘ ’ Thomas, and 73 others, 28 September 17875 PAIS Vol,. 271,
. List of Grantees of Land in Nova Scotia, Thomas Brownuprlggu
» and 73 other$y, 20 Lecemcer 1/87; PANS Vol. 394a, Abstracts
‘of Survexs, . B. Spriggs and 73 others, 29 SeptemhLor 1747;
b ANS Vol. 450, Docket of Land Grints, *lo. 579, T. DX
priggs. . . o

\ - ¢ ¥ r T—
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cellied and the grant refused. * It is only passible to state

>3

with any degree of confidence that those 74 families led by

&
Brownspriggs, gontaining 172 individuals, wegg actually put

/

. in possession of their jands. At least some'of this Tracadie

i» grant was re-allocated to white Acadians jn April 1799, when
; 2,720 acres of tke total of 3,0bdywere dastribited améég 28
ﬁwﬁ fAcadianﬁ ahdjyégroes".72 ngsiély tée original granlees
found that ? 4Q\ac;é'fa£é was unecégomiéal; and hence some

[ 3

Y
of them moved away' to seck a livelihood elsewhere. What be-

rd
‘  gan as one of the most promising experiences for Black<Loyai-
ists in Nova Scotia, therefore, ended gventually in a situa-

tion little diffbrent from that of others' of their colour -

Y
-—

. .across the provikce. . )

LR [l . ’

’ 2 Those three communities, Birchtown, Brindley Town and
Little Tracadie, were the only all-Black settlements in Loyal-

. - .  ist Nova Sgotia and the only grants of land made directly to
| ;
« free Black people. Thére were, howevef} other large concen-
14 " . .
v ' & trations of Black Loyalists .contained within general Loyalist

communities, the most important being Preston on the eastern

4
[

side of the bharbour near Halifax. e

' Doyalgét ;efuge% fheophilus Chamberlain wpg, appointed

S

deputy-surveyor and agent for*%aying'out and settiing Preston

-

71PANS,'Land Papers, Gilchrist, Cornelius, and others,
warrant approved for 200 acres, 9, December 1788, not granted.

. Wl
v o. ’ 72PANS, Box of GuyshnrafCouf%y Land Grants, Folder 1,
Docs, 29 and 30, 9 Apcel 172, Mpoxt of 300 acres iformerly
. Granted to the Black People of lracadie".
14
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towsfhip on his arrival in Nova Scotia in 1783.73

< !

o to have attracted to his settlement a pérti%ularly hard-

He seems ,

¥ ] o

. ﬁorking gréup of people’, both Black ané white, perhaps re-
- Q flecting the large pé;portion of disbanded troops among,
‘them who, because of a possiﬁle younger average age and less
affluent back%round than many‘Loyalists, might be expeg?ed
W perform welil as pionEers in a hew land. In the’ opinion
- of one member of the Leglslatlve Assembly, "there are not
) _ better working men, Oﬁ more honest and sdéber, than those qf

., the town of Preston" and he was referrlngipartlcularly to

the Black Loyallsts ﬁhen in the settlément 74 It is possmble

. that this type of LO#&llSﬁ was attra ed by PrestOd's loca-

)
tion. Though un$y1ted for, ocean tr de, as Shelburne was,
. &,

T and lacking Qood’qiglity soil for iarge agricultural under-

takings, as Anndpolis had, Preston was close to the Halifax

H

market for small-flarm produce such as vegetables and poullry,

)

- . the lakes, rivers and coasts nearby offered eﬁcefﬂent oppor-

i tunities for fléhlng, and the timber Stands would find an \
I . 5
> ideal outlet 15“*5““H§ggiamfship bulldlng and construction

J5 ., . o
- industries.’ > / ,

4
‘.'(‘)
L4 +

73See Chamberlain's asgounts fngANS Vol. 359, OJd
Townships and Loyalist, Settleoments, Doc. 56, 25 May 178« to
15 Septepber 1785, anaspms Tol. 224, Miscellameous Papers,
Docs. 91 and 123, 6 Jufe and 5 Outober 1785h. \ ¢

74

PANS, Clarkson's Micesion, p. 54, quoting Mr. Putman,
) MLA for Sydney Countyg. *

75Cf C. B. Ferauseon, A Dorumortary Stipdv nf ke
Establichmont of tfn YMearaer' 1w o L, . o AT
0 1812 and LPE& alnning Of M JpONLLLLE GOV Line I, (Kdlild/

- ‘TgI r p. 39- L 8
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Chamberlain's original settlement consisted of 85 %

‘ people, 56 of them white and 29 Biag%} The agent-surveyor

recominended grants to them avexaging 160.7 acres for each

£ : o
of the whites and 50 acres for each of the Blacks.76 When

X

: the actual gr'ant was made in December 1784 the settlement * i

- was larger and the discrepancy between white and Black wider

&

than anticipated in Chamberlain's earlier plan. Thirty-two \
thousand acres were eventually divided gﬂgng 164 grantees, ‘

the-whltes rece1V1 g an average of 204 ajées each, the” ‘

~

Blacks remaining at 5Q. Furthermore there were onI§ 10

Blacks included_in the final grant, none of whom had been

77 Two of the 10, British Freedom and

- &

. John Smlth, were also glveq 1- 1/2 acre town lots in Pregton "
78 ]

among the ori~ina1 29.

For some reason the other 29 .

¢ ¥y R ——

; in addltlon tc their farms.

had to wait, completely landless, for ‘a‘further two ygdrs.

©

" A .survey was made in Preston in July 1785 for Ensign

] ﬂoshuégGarratt and 34 others, 22 Jf whom were from Chamber-

1ain$§ initial group of Black Loyalists, the othe? 12 "and .
* 7paNs Vol. 359, Old Townships and Loyalist Settle- .
ments, Doc. 57, "Dishkanded Scldiers and other Loyalists Re< y
commengded for Lands on the Dartmouth Side", signed by .
Theophilus Chamberlain, n.d. (before December 1784).
e ]
77PANS Land Papers, Chamberlain, Theophilus, and 163
others, 32,000 Acres, Breston Township, 3 September 1784 (sur- “
: vey date)‘ PAIIS Vol. 370, Township of Preston, "Names of Ori- PEN
ginal Grantees." Grants made 14 December 1784, 32,000 acres ta
Theophilus Chamberlain and 163 others. ,

\ o
7BPANS Vol. 370, Tcwnsblp of Preston, '"Oraiginal Entery
of the Survey of the Town Iotist in Precton. Eritish Frecdom's .
grant dated 12 Fekruary 1784, 1-1/2 acres, John Smith's duated
20 February 1784, 1-1/2 acres.

ot v
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" Garratt himself being whité.  Though a final grant was issued

o 4

for this land, in the confusion of the times it appears that
°

. the grantees were not informed of it, for they never occupied

the-land.79

< [ 4
" All of Garratt's people were Ing¢luded !% grants
at .
a year latekr, flie’whites receiving lands in Dartmouth and :

the Blacks,- thls time all 29 of them, finally acquirin g their
<50 acre farms as part of a grant to Patrick Byrns in March

1786.80 The 1785 Garratt surwvey in Preston remaine% on the

k]
books and was escheated for non-occupation iq 1810.81 &

¥

)

In the meantime more Bifckawere moving to Preston

from Hallfax, unable to find decent employm in the capital
LY

c1ty and prqbably encouraged by the success of some 39 of
k‘

their brethren 3H’W1nn1ng/farms and independence. One un-

24
e -
ot AN

official estlmate put the latecomers at "50 or 60 5??3‘95".82

5 v

. A
Twelve of these réegived 50 acres each included in“a grant to

white ﬁoyélist Themas Young in Deéember—%#&?.gB“ One of this

o

“b7QPANS Land Papers, rGarratt, Joshua, and 34 others,
3850 acres, Prestan qunshlp, 25 July 1785. By this grant
the whites were to receive over 200 acres each, the Blacks
their usual 50. Y

80paNS Vol. 370, Towrship of Preston. Grants made 23
March 1786, 10,450 acres to Patrick Byrnps and others. |

i

¥

"o 9lpaNS, Land Papers, Garratt, Jgshua, and 34 others,
’ detalls as above escheated. 18104 !

*

”‘SPG -Designs of the ASSocidtes, wAT 13“5Bst%art
for 1787, ,p. 32 Jf W. Weeks to the- Assoclatfs, 34 ilovemgLer
1787. ’

» +

83PANS, Land Papers, Young, Thomas, and 74 otherg,
4700 acrgs, Pregton, L Lecomzer 1727; PAUS Vol. 7, Tuw i
of Preston, Grants made 20 December 1786, 4700 acres, to
Thomas Young and 34 others, The date in the Preston Town.nip

& ¥
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group, Sam“Elliott,-was also assigned a town lot in Preston,

YT

as werc two more of Chamberlain's Black grantees, Cuff

Preston and Brutus Jones. Of 48 original town lots, 5 went

to Blacks, though the size of their lots was less than half

that granted to the 43 white pionegrs in Prestan.84 o )

Though no°grant was made directly to Black Loyalists

in Preston Township, 51 of them did receive farwms as part of
3 ” ‘K )

3 grants to whites. &s was the practige in ‘Shelburne and

Sydney Counties, the grants wher made were considerably

smaller than thdsé for whites in the same district. This
sitvation was particularl¥;§park in Preston, where Black and
white were part of the same grants, yet the portion allotted

LS

to the Blacks was less than one-quarter the average assigned

to their white néigﬁbours. There was a{i: a large body of ;

free Bl‘pks 1iving there who received no Yands’ af, all. There

k#r

may have been as many as 100 Black Loyalists and their families

85

in Preston during the 1780s, Of 39 Black Prgstonians sign-

86 When

ing a petition ﬁn 1791, 16 of them were landless.

"

1
== X :

book is evidently incorrect, since according to the Land
Papers the survey was not even ordered until 29 May 1787.

84pms vol. 370, Township of Preston, "Original
Entery of the Survey of the Town Lotts in Preston", Cuff
Preston, Brutus Jones and Sam Elliott, 1-1/2 acres each, 20
February, 21 February and 24 February 1787.

85

The 10 in Chamferlain's grant and 29 in Patrick

Byrns', all of whom were there in 1784, plus John Weeks!’ ’

estimate of 50 or 60 families of newcomers by 1787 which
may or may not have inciluded the 12 in Thomas Young's 1787
grant. R 4 ‘

BSPANS, Clarkson's Mission,\pp. 293-94, petition
dated 26 Decembetr 1791. :

# v [

# .
»
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o

called upon for”ah;éxplanation surveyor#C§ambef1ain placed
the blame directly on the Blacks themselves. By the time
most of them arrived in Preston, he claimed, his pay from -
Fhe government had ﬁeen discontinued ahd he was forced to

extract his fees and expenses from the grantees themselves,

A

He therefore made a general Bsurvey for the Black Loyallsts

but refused to divide it into fﬁleldual 1ots until his

it

money was forthcoming. The é;%cks, in their turn, either

¥

could not or would.pot pay the fees. Cpamberlainﬂéven offered

to take them out tqg show them their proposed lands, "but for
—~ R ‘ ’
this they have been too negligent, and every one knows that *

Acres of Land arewnot like a Floc£ of Sheep 'that may ke drove
by ?hodsands before Peoﬁies Door for them to look on".87’ For
about half of Preston/.s Black population, therefore, the pOSi-
tion was simildr to that taking piace in Digby Township at o
the same time: the people, were kept from their promised lahds
not so ﬁhch b& aﬁ& deliberate attempt to deprive them but by .
the ineffici%?cies and misplaced priorities inherent in Loy&l-

ist land distribution.

-

- v om

7 "‘;\.‘ﬁ’ L

Halifax was qfﬁen the landing place for Black Loyal-
ists arriving in Nova Scotia, and many of them dedlded to re-
main there, as servants, labourers or tradcsmen, rather than

face the risks of pioneer life in uncertain counf?y,ag About,

v
- -

87pM Add. Ms. 41262A, Clarksen Dapers, Vol. I,
Theophilus Chamberlain to Lawrence Harichorne, 20 Deerober 1771,
I

»

88Cf Aklns, "History of Halifax", p. 85,
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one hundred freelﬁiacﬁs, while still in New York, accepted

an opportunity ﬁo enllst for one year in a Black Pioneer

A 3

labour corps to be employed’ in the Engineer's Department in

Halifax, Theoretically this one year of government'service

ans intended as a stop-gap until proper Iaqg3gya§§; should
89

be laid out, It is likely, hqgéver, that“tHére was little

, movement froﬁ Halifax out to thé Black communities, ekcept

e

for those who went to Preston,. Indeed, there was a gradual

IS

movement into Halifax by those frudtrated by the difficulties .

.\‘,‘ -

© ( > . »
,in obtaining lands elsewhere, and a consequent increase in
, Halifaxt's Black populatian.go Later arrivals in thé province, #$
' for example a group of 104 from St. Augustine Jn AprlE: -

o1 - ’

‘1785, also” frequently chase to stay in the capltal ﬁ;ty

A

. -

/ where they hoged’that thelr famlrlar occupatlons could find » %w”
them employment. ThHe 1791 Halifax census‘ showed 422 Blackg
in a total population df 4,897.92 There is no record that
- ¥
3]

any of these people received any 1ands.

P In late $éptember 1783, a party of Black "Guide§~and

g = - 4

8%pro 30/55/78, Carleton Papers, Doc. 8800, Lt. 'Gol.
Robt. Morse,to Brig. Gen. rex, 23 August 1783% PRQ 30/55/79,
Carleton Panars Doc. 8886, Fox to Carleton; 56 Algust 1783-
BRO 30/55/61, Tarleton Papers, Doc. 9130 Carfeton to Foxy
15 September 1783 . .

90Cf. SPG, Dr, Bray's ASSOClate" Minute Books, Vodl.
III, 1768-1808, minutes for 1 December 1808, stanser to
ASSOClateS 24 October 1808.
* ’ » !
wn @ 91PAN Vol. 47, Letters to the Secretary of“State,
Boc. 43, Parr to Sydncy, 39 April 1785,

93

*

Al

Akins, "Hi*tory of Hallﬁhx", p. 103. T
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. FlcneerS" landed at the 8t. thn Rlver, there, as in Hallfax
. - ¥
and Shelbarne, to be employed in labour and constructlon of
o . 1 q._,ﬂe
/ the pubglc wotks.93 When the general Loyalist muster was 4 -

~  taken exactly one year later,’ the returns.submitted by Deputy

> t . Commissary Thomas Knox listed 182 persons in "Black Companies”
5 © e - .

4 / iy 3 " w3
that had been "Mustered on the River St. John".94 O;hers ar-

- rived invthe area; named New Brunswick in 1784, from other

.

. settlements in Nova Scotia. Thomas Peters, in his continuing v

“

search for land, left Annapolis County for New Bruriswick where -.-»

g

he petitioned for a "small Ibt infthe r ar of Frederlcton.q
o] 4L v J
This was discovered to be part of a tract already grﬁnted to - v

v ]
someone else, so Pefers remainegd landless stili. Three Black

e
3

‘veterans were given allotmeﬁ%s along with the rest of their. .
Vo, ,C
. disbanded corps., Others were granted town lots in St. John,

but when it became-obvious that they cd&ld not support theh— .

seives on such tiny pieces of land the local government aug—

gested, in 1785 that they form themselves "into compahleg and

-

T ajfly for tradts of farm land.”> . ' )

S
-

Eventually three such companies were formed, of 47,’

s ’ 50 and 24 families reSQéétively, and surveys were conducted .

' " to lay out a correSponding‘nuéber'of 50 acre lots in 3 separ-~’
. . ) »‘l N
I . 93PANS Vol. 369, Dorchester Pagers, IT, Doc. 97, Col. .
o, . -Hewlett. to Carleton, 29 September 1783.
- R N Ve
. 9%pANB, Raymond Collecti™ass"Return of the Total Num-
ber of Men, WOmen and children of tﬁe Disbanded Lmyalxsts
Mustered on the River: St. Jchn, 2% Sgptember 177247,
4
’ ; 9"PAN!:!;, Colorkal CorreSnﬂndnncp MNew Lrnu.wzvﬂfﬁaﬂi
ITI, 1791-95, Thomas Carleton to Henry brndas Y ie Lt enher
& 1791. '
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. ate tracts. According td.Thomas Péters, however, this land

s
. was Stso far distant from their Town Lots {being 16 or 18 .

.
- o <

a o
°,Ni;es kxck) af to ke entirely useless to them and indeed ! -

- a*" .;\\ \.“m * . ’
e . veorthless in itsels from its remote Situa%ibn"age Only five

c mfamilies’ astually occupied |and, improved ‘thelr farms, and the T
' ther 11§ lots 1ere escheatpd and reassigred to wittes.

]

O

A

a
7
‘,/

o

. In 1791 there remzined "aﬁnﬁt“lOO‘Families or ‘move" around

’ 98 T

” St, John,, vithout land ome wilth only smald town lots.

~ ~ & o
2 g #

o - - . The 184 Black‘loyalibts in Joseph Raven's Birchtown -
%" =7 :'i»v ,
., . grant were nct the only ones |in Shelburne County to receive

X,

N i * land. David Cecrge reporiedsithat Ne was given a one-quarter
"‘ ¢ ‘ ’ - 3 ’ Ll ) ‘ - ¢
acre toun let in fhellburne and he 1ater purcliased four wmore
: N oo s é \oag .
tovn lat Jerd a firfty acre farm.m” Theeother savﬁnty Black ™
o i‘r 63“9 T j p ¢ ,bo
. Y, families 1"1ng in, tre ) ox&h D%VISIGR of Shellfirne city,”
3 - : . i
0 ) however, had no governwent a&ldtmeuts though it as p0551ble

\Q

» + that tbey toc were a sle’ toﬂpﬁrchace somg land Four Black

: “p¥lots shared one 50 acre lot o% McNutt's Island as part q& :

Ce # a 2,000 acre grant to vhite Loyalists. “Characterisﬁlcayly,

a - ~ 7

. &£ " R = ; B N - :7

. 96CO 217/63, "The Humble Memorial and Petation @f T

. * Thomas Peters .a free Legro."' R

>
T ~ e

. . 97PANE C01 snial Correcpondencey New Bruquick 11T, =
- Thomas Carlmton to Lundas, 15 Decemper 1791; PA:B, Tettor noov @
T Georae Spremle, 17%5-%§, aproule to Thomab Harpcr, 9 July 1785.7
. \ e >
b g ’ 98c0 217/63, "Patgtlon of Thomas Peters" / ‘
¢ { N
AR #Ppavid George, "Lifery p. 478*\CO 217/63, “List of :
' ‘/the Blacks ain Birth Town“ ; '

’ v @

-

g™
°

N 200506, Desiunn of dbe Asdncrates, No. 13, Abd tra
x ‘ ey Tor 1757, 3, %t—u, SLEDLO N gﬁL tm thC As mOCldtG 4
LY ' Decemuer 1747. L > —
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1

all the whites received 50 acres each except Benjamin McNutt,

101 . . CE

- -
~ 2 3 *®

.
whose share was 250 acres.

« >
hd -

o Other Blacks went to Windsor', where they remained

& A §

landless while & nelghbourlna group of Soutn Carollna whites

won farms averaging 418 acres each.l(}'2
o/J
Perkins enumerated 50 Blacks in Queens County, 20 men, 1k

In' May 1787 Slmeon

women and f? chiidreh, alf but 2 af’them in tjfe {own of

L%yerpool. None had any land. Scattered families of -
- = $ . V) OUJL
« Black Loyalists weras reported to be in Lunenburgs Wilmot,
104

Coynwallls St. Ma“garet’s Bay, Granville and Pért dtHebert.
‘1 of then had their land promises unfulfllled\ gsides
the re51de1ts of Brindley Toun there wgre Blagks living in -

s Dlgby and over 100 in Annapolis. Tnouéh none of them had

1OlPANS Land Papers, Dltcher Moses, and 35 others,
2000 acres, Mcl utts Island, 17 June qus '

C lozPANS Clarkson's M ssion, pp. 160 61, diary entry
r 24 Novemner 1791; PANS Vol. 359, 0ld Townships ard dcval-
ist\lettlements, noc. 63, "Return of the Loyalists IZrom 50.

-Caroli settled raar 41ndsor" n.d.

Harvey (ed.), The Diary of Siweok Pe

Vol. II, 1780-8 (Torrnto, 1958), n. 009; liova bnckia

Archivbs Report, 1®+4, /-pendix B,,pp. 27-51, "karly -on-us,

] Rgéls of Tova Seotia",Gounty of Queens, 30 April 1787; PANS
e

Vol. 443, . Poll Tax and Censu  Rnlls, 1?6?—9@, Gueen

30V April 1787 = .
% - fe. e
\\ 104¢pg Joufq;f, Vol. 25, 1789-92, pp.- 60~62,

* Rev.\Mohey, & hovemrer 1787, n. 71, repnrt\of Rev, W1ﬂ‘"
Degs?ber 1787, p,~ 157, report of Rev. Wiswall 2 Jaruas

pp£-308-09, report of Cornelius Fox,,ﬁ:Juryl790,:¥\« g \Lepart.

. of Rev. Muney, 1 Hovember 1790, p. 359, r@port of Frv.»x“mhxu »
bal?® 1rqlis, 10 Jamary 1791; PAnw, Clarksnn's-Mishion, \vpeT-
66-~7, ‘rary ontry for 22 Octo 2y 1797, . . ‘\ ,

. o Y t ¢ ‘ 3 . 4
{ - s s s “ cymer
1)”LQ 217763, "Potition of Tupwss Peters'y e Vol
376, Muster Ralls of Lewalicoie, , ’ »
A “"

103 ot ses ”
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{ offi I"=E§ﬁts~scwa—eecuwled lands belonging to others, and
’ one, Likerty Legree, gave his ame to the small Black settle-

' ment of Likerty. Road. 106 .

*

@
e

Nova: Scétla offered refuge to at least 3,0Q0 Black

. yf/iiayallsta from New Y@rk undetermlned numbers from Boston,

- ' . Charleston and Savannau, and at least 194 from St. Augustine.

© 1 ? 3 o
A cdnservativene§tim te of those whose whereabbuts ware. known

- 107

e

- . in Nova Scotia wculd place their ruwber at about 3,550.
rp
Qf these it is cert in that 18

i

received 6,382 acres at
Birchtown, 76 received one acre each at Brindley Town, 74
received 3 ODD acres at ILattle Tracadwe, ‘and 51 recelved

s
* 7 .

2, So7~1/2 acres at Pr@mtOﬁ. PlaC1ng the average famlly,w

fali

- mend ersr;n at 3 persons, this would mean that 1 lSSuBlack“‘”

t;,m,vs Q S

o ,,L, V A,

/ Loyallsts were actually settled on a total acreage of i 7£m

/ h“\tﬁ.u
/ 12, 015 1/2. The grant 'at uhedanucto, if one wene lndecdwmaae,

/ would add abput ‘350 people and 5 900 acres to the total.l &

AY ’

lOGWilsdh, Countv of Digby, p. 62

.
-

o R o o L 23 $ j

8 !

T : 107The estimate is based lon the following figures;
Birchtown,, 1784 1,521 indawiduals v
. Brindley Town, 1784 211 individuals
’ - Chedabucto, 1735 118 families or about 350 indaividuals
Little Tracadie,-1787 172 individuals
‘ 1788 16. families or about 50 ihdividuals
/ Preston, 1720s 100 families or about, 300 individuals -
Halifax, 1780s 400 individuals . ? Y "
. .8t, John, 1784 ' 182 individuals ~ o
o ‘Shelburne, 1787 70 families or about 200 individuals
; McNutt's Island, 1785 4 families or about 12 individuals
7 Liverpool, 1787 . 50 individuals -/ A
“ Annapollu, 1780s 100 individuals Lo,
Small eentres, 17808 ° unknown

. ' 3,558 individdals ‘

" loaThlo Chedabucto grant must b€ held in serious doubt.

hSee footnotes 67 and 69 above, - 4

“~
‘\
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The size of the farms occupied by the three Black families

I3
e

near St. John is not known, but judging from exékrience
: h ‘Eélsewhere they would probably not have .been larger than L

1

+ 4 z
. 'fifty acres each. ’

v
4

A If many whites suffered delays, were agsigned poor
land, or had no laﬁd at all, it i1s obvious that.the Black
m e . < . " ‘3‘}
Loyalists experienced an even less favourable fate. Their
. . 3

& . disappointment, and the discrimination with which ‘they were

Lot mg%, indléated that they were not to be treatgd as equal

s r citizensiaf%er all, and encouraged many of them pd’ believe

) 1 that.they would have to lpook beyond the goverh3§“énd his sur-
veyors‘tozfomplete their escape fromaﬁlavefy and to achieve

B

) \
the independence they sought. ~

a-;,l:" - -
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v The fouriecen names so designated are

+
¥

M

K
> 2
P

‘slavery.

®» origiral settlérs.z

-

" "List 0? Families, original settlers, 1749v,

«
‘
Y d Y ooy

voa
«
o8

[ i A

. CHAPTER III ~ " .

1

, Fneedom Denied . C} ‘ .
" The Eondage &f Depeudence, 1783~91 s '

_ : é ' \Q
. b p o i ¢
:(L:-e . LM

i
. - bt ’3
Tne Nova Scbitia that of ered & haveh to Fleegng o
§ - . !
Azerfcan slaves was net itself innotent of the evils of

v 2

At has teen reported tﬂat slaves participated in .

=% <

-

the hullﬁlMJ of Halifax in 1749, 1 and ode of them, Peter, .

with his wife and cdaugnter, was includ§d in the muster of

' N ¢ ~1
A list of settlers there in 1750 con-

[y R ‘ +
as [

(e

tained &t least Ffoarkiesn diffe ecifie

s

reht ‘persons s

-

A slave girl named Louisa, the First 1n Antapolis

w by
STt~
'V)l, - .

Thate *

"Negro'.

a
County, was sold in July 1767 for fifteen pounds.

¥

e T aat P

Smith, "The 'Slave in Canada", p. 2. )

App. F, p. 246, |
Peter and his

family<also appear in PANS Vol. 417, City of Halifax, 1752-9,

na Lmét of the Femilies which have beeﬂ Settled in ilova SCOLla

51nce theaVEaP 1743", 7 July 1752. They are not, however, B
ontained on an un ndated list of circa 1754, in Lhe same volume,

shovvng proprietors £r land Who had built houses on their

government allottmentsy : \ :

3 .

2Ak1ns, "History of Halifax City",

[ / -
Nova Scctia Archives Report, 1941, App. B, pp. 2k-45, -

"A List of &sftlers Victualia at tnis place Between 12 May and \
4 June 1750"." Other named on the list appear to be Blacks, ~
e.g. "Coffee", but they do not kear [he degignation "Negro".

assuméd to.have been
slaves since the general practice at/ that time was to mention
a sl% e simply as 'hegro” and g free PBElack'person as "a free
Negro "a free Black", "a free peruon of colour", etc.
4nhur]ntir *Teatella Perking, Thv Komance-o{ 0ld
Annanolis Royal (Anrapolls, 1934) p. 108, l :

\ © g4 |

o



. ©
year throughout Nova Scotia the census showed 104 salves in

o
o

a total pop&igtion of 3,022, the 1argest'number, 54; being
A M 3
in the city of Halifax.s, Returps later in‘the 1770s in~ «

cluded sméll numbers of slaves, one of “them ownad by the

e

Reverend James Logon; Nc¢d“5cotia's first Presbyterian . )

-

. 6 )
minister. ) 7 v 5 3

L

¢ It was only with the arrival of the Loyalists, however,

a -

o . R . ,
that slavery assumed any numerical signiéiifnge in the pro-

vince, An estimated 1,232 slavés, often signa%eg tservants”

-

or "servants for life", were ﬁroughﬁ by .Loyalists from épe-

’

former Amerxcan colon1es.7 ‘Shelburne in partaicular, host to
b = ;’ ’

the largest body of Loyalists, rec§ived hundreds bf(§1aves
along with the free Blacks being settled there. Shelburne

gettler Andrew Barclay brought 57 slaves with hlm, Stephen

éhakespeare brought 20 and Charles Bruff 15.8°%

had "2 male "Sefv%hts" and later.added a female.9 The new

- SPANS Vol. 443, Poll Tax and Census Rolls, 176717594,
uA General Return of the Severi] To'ms~h-ns in the VYrovince of
Nova Scotia for 'the first day of January 1767v.’ See also Col-
lections of the Nowva Scotia Historical Scorictv, Voli VII] .
1889-91, pp. 45-71, tor a reproduction ol the 1767 return.

v " Spans Vol. 443, Poll Tax and €énsus Rolls, 17€7-179574,
and W. R., Riddell, "Slavery in Conad.", J urrno.a of ‘e,
History, Vol. V, No. %, July 1920, p. 36a. .

7

Smith, "The Siave in Canada", bp. 23y 32. Sce‘ulro
T, Watson Smlth "Loyalist Hiutgry~-Joh Grant" ‘Acadienzic
Vol. I, No. 1, January'QQOl, p. 17 - e

/

8Edwards, "The Shelburne Thaﬁ Was", p. 182.
Fbrary of Simeon parviee . vol, IIT, 177wl 776 (o]
C. B. Feryus,un, loronwo, Lsuil, bp. 30, 196, 394,

Slmeoﬁ Perklng )

i,
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settlerent of Digby counted ulave as vell as free ?lacks
among the first pioneers to arrive there in 17@3’10 and ¢
some slaves were carried as 1 John

far as Cdpe Breton.

- ° ¢ . v s

, Wentworth, forger governor of New Hampshire, appointed
Survengreenerai of the King's Woods 1n 1783 apd later to

. i -
become governor of Kova Scatla 1nc1uded Black slaves among

: 4

the bacgage ne salvaged freom his Arerican est@ie. Finding

them less useful Hal%fax he sent ninateen slaves to his

cousin Paul Wenvworth to be employea eamkhe*iatter‘s planta—

"They are all American born and w&lk

tiom in Dutch Guiana.

s

sea*oned" !entuorbh vrote to his cousin's agent, "and all

-are perfeuﬁlv stouE healthy, sober, %ﬁddStflOUS and honesg.

The' hawe“ are stout and ab;e, and promise w§11 to inl

-

. . 12 . ‘
creage their numbers.?” -

Other Halifaw residencs, un:ml}lng like Wentworth to

s o °

support uneconomic slaves, would sometimes  turn “thelr slaves
. A »

- - -

. out of doors to maintain thewselves and family,if the fémily

shoyld be so large as-to become“burtﬁ%nsome tor the Mastern,

Then if the slaves' services were ever reguired again, or if

1

an opportunity arose to sell §hém, the master could reclaim

them at will.l3

in age’ from five to nineteen years, to the Black school esta-

7 ’ '

Wil%on, County of Digby, p. 74. : .

)

. it

PA 11

°

Vernon, Bicentenary Sketches, p. 237. ’

s 1251r Adams Archlbald "Llfe of ‘Sir John Wentworth

Governor of Nova’ Scotia, 1792—1808" Collectionsdof the Nova
Scotia Historical Socyﬂtv Voil. AX 1921, p. 53, -letter of
John J”nLNOrun, ¢ obepruary 14784,

" Lpang, clarkson's
7 December 1771.

by ‘ i

& bl

5 Misdion, p. 230, diary entty for

)

-
3

S5till others sent siffgiave children, ranging
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blished by the Associates of the late Dr, 'Bray.
, ,

14 Perhaps

L)

they wéré moved by'a genuine hqmanitarian sentiment, or thEin‘
,( may have been'seeking to increase their slaves' earning *
capacity s6 that ﬁﬁay could join that lérbe group of enter-
prising slave ownéﬁs who were able to ;ent thelr sI%ves out,
particularly if they possessed marketa%le skills;wand pocket -
the salary that would rormafly have!been paid to the worker.l5

Though many Nova SCOtlanS, most promlnent among them Chief
‘16

£

sought to make perpetual bondage illegal, slavery remdined a -~

Justice Thomas A. Strange and Attorney-General S. 5. Blowers, ™|

2 7

17

» fact throughout the 1780s and 1%9Qs. It wasﬁ;pgally recog-
nized that slaves could be bequeathed as par¥ of an. estate,”’ .

and when Pravincidl Secretary Richard Bulkeley's slave James

# v _"d!. .
was married his statu® was duly recorded iw#he Halifax Mar-
18 L ’

riage Bonds.;

' o b Py !
The presence of ééimany free Blacks in Nova Scotia = .*

after 1783 naturally presented a problem to slave éwners.

! o

With slave and free mlngllng in schools apd markeﬁs 1t was .

) o0 e t
~ {'

143pG, Desiuns of the Associates, No. I3, Abstidct for
1787, p- 31, J W, Weeks tO“ASuOClaLeu’ %0 Ocﬁober 1767 ]

t
A 15Cf Diary of Sim€on ?erklnq III,tp. £5. o

'«-m 1 ,

16Rs dde11, "§lavery in Lanada®, op. 367-69;" 1. Allen o
Jack, "The LanllStu and alavery in New Brunswick", Trans-
actions of the Roval Socyety’ of Canada (2nd arlga) Vol., IV,
1898,r5ect10n I, pp. 142, 149-5C. > "ﬂ
[ . v g B

170y example, PANS, Shelpurne Recnrds, Darly Wills
1784-92, p. 4, -Will of Thrmas Duzirson, 270 0o w77, o ,

)

?

1ipans, Marriage Bands; 1763-99, 20 May 1794,
. M 2 a #

-~
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 tation of a Black fugitivegcarryirg a stick, offering rewards

@ T e— 68
5 own mind,

5 _colour.

-7

I% was equally difficult for'whifes to ideﬂtify a wandering N

‘ |
Black as & runaway, *since a Black face could no longem be as—, -
& N » -

N T

sumed to hgia‘éagge of bﬁndage.’"Bircﬁﬁéwp became a haven td . -
which slaves from all over the province could(fleé,l? and

once safely hidden th re it was extremely unlikel} that a.

master cauld“retrieve ther. Advertisements were placed in

e »

the newspapers, chdracteristically accompanied By a represen-

1
" [ M v «

- for the -return of a runaway.20v~ne3pite the relative insigni- -

a
P
1

s oy - . .
ficance of slavery in the province, and the difficulties in-

- *

lved in retdinirg a slave at all &an d then kenp:rg him econ— -

' omically e-ployed, still Kova Scotia was a slave soc1ety dis- )

o Vi o , 5

playing t¥e crude traits of all such societies. This placed o

»
-

. severe limitations on the frendom and oppcrtunltles of the

Black Loyalists. ' $p,a society conditioned to thinking of . :

4 w/ »!

3 l
3 PR

Blacks as slaves, their claims for equality were not always * ;

. i. 5
to be taken serwously by whlte 1nd1V1duals or even by ‘white ﬁ.'
officihaldoni. Americda slavery, fundamentally, had meant thg .

T . -

exploltaticn of Black 1abour. To the Nova,Scotlan of European

v yl

descent tLerefore Blacka were usually considered to be nothing .

'
\i ‘ -
. )
" , .
- + ’
)

19Cf. PANS, Shelburne’ Records, General 565510n$ s
July 1791.7 . A

+
i

a

2OFor axampleﬂ Rq«al Gazrtte '‘and Nova Scotia Adver-.
tia or, 7 Septemzet 1790, 1 larc s, 4 June, 5 duly, 17 oovember
and 22 iavcmber 1791, lO January, 17 Januayy and 19.May 1792.%-

L3
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but a séuf&e of labour. It wa§;¥his econonic éﬁtit&dg’takenl

by white people, rather than .any identifiable belief in .
racial inferiofity, thaé was -to cause the mqét discrimina-

tory situations experignced by Black ﬁoyalists during the

F " —-— £ '
1780si M ® e - ! ' *~ =

o Ironiéally,ilabour was in scarce supply during the Ea

&

cade following the Léyalis§°inf1ux. With mgst people plcneer—

ing their own farms, 1 1 ndowners and - urkan—-cmployers g
— LY
were pressed for workers to ma tﬁéi?/g;sets/productive. As™ *

/
../ - > - -
a consequence, wages rose untli, according to Legislative As-

sembly Member Alexander Howe, they were “higher than in any

2 - §
1 Governor Parr cowmplatned to Lard .

5

?ydney of the "ngh Prlce" of "Every kind of labour in fhls
22

other Paft of, the World".

Country" and even the Rector.of St. Paul's reported the ,

"'exdrbn,tant prlce of Labous® in a letter to England,,23 A peti-
! o, ¢ s. -, -
tlom;to the Secretary of State from a group of large” proprlntorf
[ @ . ™ Xa 1 7
noted that "The greatest inconvenience which [we] lye unMer at

Iy I

w

p:esent is the scarcity of Labourers", and that-the demand had

o *a s v é s

driven wages ipto the range of two shiliings ard sixpence to

four shiilingﬁ pef day for unskilled workers. 24
“2leo 217/68, Klexander,ﬂowe to W. D. Guarrell, 9 August
1797. ‘- . ., | .
22

PANS Vol. a7, Letters to U'm CJ'E‘CI:"’*tux‘! mf S te, Do,
51, Parr to Lord Sydney, 17 Octoter Linu. ’

?3596 Bray Assbciates' Finute Paske, ITT, miputec of -
3 February 178o, quoting breynton to /g Qﬁiﬂngy 1% Bhveraer ,L\\
1784, )
© 24

¢ “UCO 217/C4, Probre.towd of Lol Yo oordy Lavi., 14 ;A
I:day 17931 - - s N B

¢ 1
a ‘ t! * 1

#
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I

‘ge boldy of free Rlacks,forced

Ll

shortage., , They, had no cholce kub to offer- théir skills and
.;& et
»§ kg

psgIE$ to the nearest eleov

2]
t

idered them an exploitab
) z

»

a«;aply/irQ, gnx cvfer gsurce, L&ev wore iH a poor position te

"n., “,.»\ . . !
bargain fa?'“n%.prlv1leges ‘and rounties freely accoxded to
y s i - ‘4 "‘
white Loygfists. It will ;e recalled that cofps of Black -
é a-. " b
Pioreers vere sent to Halifax, Shelhm%negﬁnd St. Jobn,, there

=
Cy
“r

to ke employed largely as, constrfiction workers. Despite the

-

s

high wages

4 TR

ai

8]

to whites, renbers &f Colonel Blucke's Bleck

1
companies rocceived "for so working, if a Carpenter ., , . one

Shilling, if a “Labourer, Eight pence pr. éay".zs Even uhere

v M

organized Black companles did nnt exist a similar situation

. developed.® "Hell knmwﬁng that people of‘éaeir own colour

N

would never erngage with them W1tbout bein g paid an equltable

126

‘price fgr their labour™,”  white em>loyers came to depevd on

’ Ld
-the cheap services of the Black Loyalists until they formed

¥,

"in many Parts of this Pfovinrce, the Principal Sources for

Labour wnd Improvement". Besides providing the anly group

I3 il

El

ZSPALQ, Shelkurne hecé}dd, General Sessions, 2
Septemker 17g84. -+

- -

1

QSPAha, Clarkcon's Mission, p. 7§4 diary entry for
25 Octoker 1791. - . )
. 27

CO, 217/67, Huue to {uarrell, o Agauesty 1727, For
Bthcr comments on Lhe usefulness of cheap Black labour see

sy
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of inexpensive workers the Black Loyalists, being landless,
had to buy their food Zn the open market and therefore helped
‘to ‘increase thezgrmces that éouid be charged for rhe staple

1tems of thelr dlét Thelr value as a buying, foqce in aé@llm

?«. o

.
market was notedwin the ﬁreston—Dartmouth area, where their .

Q,& ,depqrture in 1792 caused a serious decay in local]trade,zg

-

and

t ‘f) a2

in Shelburne, where the threat of a Black exodus brought about
\ .

a decline in the price of potatces from one shiIl;ng and three-

29

d‘peﬁce to a mere twopence halfpenny per bushel. It did not

* . ’

. escape official notice-that the f Blacks, undér‘such cirm~

o
o x

i o
.wirt ﬂ,{

cumstaﬁces, constlfuted a valuable addmtlon to the prov;ncmal g “}“

. economy . .

b

*"  'The intention of the British government had been thet:

o 1]
no Loyalist should be required to become a wage-labourer in

-

order to sqr&ive. Provisions were promised to Loyalists,

3

partly as a reward for their 15ya1ty and a compensation for
o N ' \
their losses, but primarily td sustain them during their first

few years in quasscatia unﬁii their. new farms should become

~ e

productive and enable them to Support themselves, Official ©
\

policy was that all qualists should receive, free from govern-

. 57
°

.

3 “
CO217/63, Stephen Skinner to Henry Dundas, n.d. [2pril 1792];

.
o

R

8

PANG Vol. 48, Letters to the Secretary nf State, 17%0-94, Lo, |

81, Wentworth to John'King, 14 Septdmiey 17%9¢, ard boc. #7,
Wentworth to Evan Nepean, 13 Decemker 1792, "

28pANS, Bishop Charles Tnalis, Tettors, 1791299, funs

. ber 3 « 58, Memo to the archoishop oistanteroar 3 Moy 1794,
. s P 7 t c &) 7

1
?)phnu, Clarbremts Miccion, n. IUIrtire 5 Herry
Thornton, 6 Hovomcen L4, ) )
. /‘J ) o ) ’
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wment, full rations for their Lirst yedr “as refugees, two—

thirds rations for the second year, and one-third rations

- 2 -

for-the third year.SO‘ In the meantime, it was presumed,

they would be clearing their land, planting their first crop ™

and awaiting a harvest of their own.

~

,  On 10 June 1783 there were 15,500 Loyalists on full

L4
- - N R 3
provisions exther in or en route to MNova Scotiad, 1 and one

month later the first gerneral issue of full rations was' .
. authaﬁ%zéd toulwﬁay 1784.35 Gpverﬁor Parr had been éiven
; ¢ -
,discreﬁ}on over éhe means of distributfn§ these provisions
to the d;stituﬁe Loyal;st;t33 Thougﬁyit does not appear -that

B

a specific direction was lssued onmthe priorities he should

foll v, it wbuLG not have been unreasonable for Parr to acswmme
Los -]

. tnat provisions should be dié&ribut@;;oﬁ the same basis as
+E

s u IS

- N
land, i.e. tgggéjwka\bad lost most should be served First.,

- - . \w Ji

Pefhaps becansesdf an injudicis cheme for allotting pro-
v 4
\ Aisions, or because more Loyalists’in fact afrtved_than vere
A

3
A

by "~
,_anticipated in July 17823, the firot year's lssue proved insuf=

ficient and suppleTentary rations had to bg sent from Quebec’
‘ 3

)
w

s L]

30pANS, Vol
Haldimand mnllecti
to HdlaLmaﬁd b7 i

. 366, Military and Lovalist Documents,
en, 176i-%0, Vol, I, Duc., 33, George Rose
jex h ﬁ/ol.

LY

%1PAN Vol. 369, Military Correspondence, Dorchestern
Papers, Vol. 1I,.1772-4, Doc. &, Erook Walson to Carieton,
10 June 1183 .

32

Ibid., Doc. 37, Carleton to”Fox, 18 July 1783.

’ 33Jbrd,, el 1, Lerd Horih th parr, 5 May 17#3,

' \

1 ' & v

!

o



b " fo Halifax in March 1784.5% * .

' Though the Black Loybl{sts h;é been giveh tpe same <
- . » |
“L“//—&TNijmﬁses of government support,,a’S and, though their claim sor! . 6
"1 1
. » government protectlon Was subsequently i7nfirmed by White- .
S

s

U { T ha&ix ‘generally speaklng tﬁey fared*as badly W1€h prOV13¢ons:)

as they had with land.- John Clarkson reporté&d ta Wllllnm .

T W;lberfcrce 1n'1791 ﬁhat he could "brlng lnnumenable wmﬁqesuas ¢

~ aq t‘" (

F ‘

(all of whom were pantles concerned) who- have not recelvg§ ‘

) ) One,y;gETSmgggzii}Qnswtheugh“thEY“WEIE”EIlowed three .ﬁt,fv i

. nay, manf of thesékrwwﬁLfflther rqcéi?gg“gxﬁgagﬁTﬁimef pro~
of 0 \.
s . h,v;s;oms _or so much as-an implement of husbandry,({hvugh

‘0\\ 4
Lhese artlcles were allowed. palso). w37 ’ hﬁ . T

LAY 1

B T

"~

< 'When the daisbanded Black Pioneers first arrived a. L
) ~ * . v, !
K Diéby in May 1784 ‘“Sergeant Thomas Peters was placegd in Tiynrge . -
- [
- »
‘ and it was to hﬁm that government provisions:ygr@_é@ e de-

a A

1ivere&138 Digby Commissary Thomas W;l;iams eventually iscucd ’

L S— . a , . \ . ‘j

* 34 N
‘ PANS Vol. 367~1/2 Militaryv and Lovalici Dﬂﬂﬁmﬁ’fy, N

- ‘ Haldlmand Collectibn, Vbl. IIl Doc. 33, Georce Rgbts gk . - .
Kﬁ\%““”“-‘\-Haldlmand 31 March 1784 \ qﬂ .

*
+

3 o

35PANS Vol. 559 ’OldfTOWﬁShln» and Loyvelict Toktlrw
ments, Doc. .65, "The Humble Petitrion oi theeodglNe Loyl g ',

. . 21 August 1784. See also’ utt~T1ump on, np. ARy cuotivTe S
letter from John Clarkscon to Willaam Dawe s, 175¥, wwi DG,
Clarksonts Mission, pp. 93-100, diary euipy L& 31 (orsie T

% . - .
. / Ci

: 36paANs 'Vol. 33, Whitrhall Dicpaliles, :%ﬁﬂuwg, Doea
12, Lord Sydney to Parr, o Octoner 1/9.. , A W'

‘ o 37PANS Clur? on's Mircion, pe 198, Clurknonitn 7
Wilberforce, 27 Tovembe 1791,

300 21700, Fave ez Load e g it s S ; BRI
B qu;ryznioiiurcampidantfu 4hwmw;lLiFL»,glwiufkinu" frrivy ' :
. given before the enquiry by Thorens Prbcre, 16 QUV0M§”Y ;7 . -

A

v

[t .
o



b4

74

< o

12 096 polnds of flour and 9,352 pourds of pork, represent—

fl g, 80 days' full rations for 160° Black adults and 26 chlldpen,

\bpt this was not done, untal Dgcember 1784 and Williams- staLed
bluntly, "it is all they are to git for the wintest:"ﬁﬂ9 Fhough

Peters may have taken deliverycof another 61 'days' worth of"

rations for distribution dmong the Pioneers,40 the flour and

pork above-mentioned was sent not to  JPeters but to,the~ﬁever-
end Edward Brudenell, Brudenell, once descriﬁé& as "a parti- -

cular fiiend of the Governor's",4l was one of those Digby

¢ kS
agents later to come under criticism for-his inefficiency and-

¢ ~

favouritism.?? R&ther than distributing the rations directly

to the Blacks, Brudenell stored them in a cellar belonging to

LS

one Richard Hill and gave them out only to those Blacks who

performed work on the township's road§.430

Most of the 'people,’
with no other means of support, agrééa to do"soj and 11,980

pounds of the flour and 9,209 pounds of "the perk were eventu-

~

Bglbld., Appendix E, Thomas Wllllams to thé Secretary
to Dr. Brudenell, 11 December 1784.

' 4OIb:Ld evidence given before the enquiry by Thomas
Peters, 16 Novgmber 1791. The 61 days' worth may have been
part of the 80 days' already recorded. .

Apans Yol. 394, Morris' ILetter Book, Doc. 52, Morris
to Major Studholme, 20 August 1783.

42

d

See Chapter II, footnote 47.

43C0 217/63, "Enquiry into the Complaint of Thomas”
Peters", evidence given before the enqulry by Thomas Peters,
16 and 19 November 1791.

9
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« ally handed over to them by agent John"Dmnnally.44 No fur-: .

[=3

ther supplies were ever issued thereafter, The Digby B%ﬁgﬁs,

» '/ )
therefore, received provisions only* for a few months, not

iy N ¢

for the three yeérs they had aériéht to expect, and for theése *

©

they were fqpcea to.work. This labour requirement was notwa“
o A ™
condition placed on uifite Loyalists in Digby in order to re-.
° » 3 ’ /' B <
. ceive their governuent\support. . A

(3

' David George wa¥ given six monthst! provisions By

Governor Parr in July 1784,45 and if he received no fother
- supplies 1t may be that he failed to fulfil the labour re- A .
‘* quirement. In Shelburne all Loyalists, whatever their colour,
~ wereé” expected %B perforn six daysbof Sstatute’ labour annually‘l6 3
*in exclarige for rations tha%/ﬁgare”issued daily teo all and o

4 T . ! - :
sundry". 7, However -since most of the Blacks were already
a e > - R
engaged &r1 labour through their companies of Pioneers, and
1 . 4

o«

a
1

- /§éining their subsistence thereby, the statutorynlabogr period
simply meant that they worked-those days‘without-pay. Unlike v
the whites, they did not réceivewprovisions on the basis of | ’
their status as Loyalists plus six days' work. ;The Blacks of

Preston were also expected to PWork a Proportion of Time on '

-

L3

44Ibid., 19 Novemkber 1791; also ibid., Appendix G,
"State of the Provisions sent the Rev. Mr. Brudenell for the
use of the Blacks at Digby".
a &

- A5pavid George, "Life", g. 478. "

46PANS, Shelburne Records, Special Sessions, 6 August
1787, and 23 September 1739,

47

Edwards, "The Chelburne that Was', p.f 189,



»d 3
,) was for whites only. "Meal and molasses sustained *he

a

4

- \ , ‘, - . . ;i" 75 &
48 - ‘and it .may have been in exchange fo raéions -in-

. T
B « o x,, .

-

ferior to those granted to whltes, as was certalqlw the case

the Roadh,

5
7

in Halifax. "COdflSh, molasses and hand %iscumt, we;e the

R s

/ :
Jprincipal items” in the Halifax Layalls% Hﬁgt with occasion- . °

o, S s

\
al additions from "a very llmﬂ\fd supply of meat™. But this ]
!

8

negroes. w4 In St.*John“at least some of the Slacks evident-

LI} a

ly were issued w;ﬁh government prOV131ons, though thése sup- -

plies ceased before 1785—§Q“’"“ ; o ﬂ .

- There were also mbny‘disappointed white Loyalists who

\ ) -
.were 1nadequately ‘supplied W1th provisions. They had left

- x_,
St -

most{pf their possessions 1n.the United States and. some of , -,

2

fagis e - © o

thé$; owned little else than the clothes on their kacks. In

a

. _ /
1785 Parr wrote to/General Campbell for "amy Kind of Clothing

"

’ s

or Blankets in the King's Stores'™ that could be distributed
51

a -

to the destitute Loyalists in his care. Time and agaiq¢ﬁhgﬁ

¢
IS
+ - '

barrassed governor, had to request extra supplies, since so.. .%"
many of the people were completely depender.t on the Royal

bounty. The partlal allowances issued after the first year

<

) ¥

-48paNs, Halifax Countv Quarter -Sessions, 17661501, —
*7 June 1791. N
49

James 3. MacDonald, "Memolr of Goverr.or John Parr",
Collections of the Nova acotla Historical Societw, Vol. X1V,
1910, po J4

SOPANB, Colonial Correspondence, lew ﬂrgﬁcwick, ili,
Thomas Carleton to Henry Dundas, I3 Decemcer 1742 )

SIPANS Vol. 127, Inlard Lebier ol Far?‘za Cawuiﬁli,
April 1785. . o
e

Y,

——



'Everﬁ'aﬁéilééle building in Annapolis, including the church,

. . 77 .
were not enough, as few people were yet in a position to con-

| =4 , B t
trirute teo their own;§ﬁpport.dz Some destitute souls, with
- ¢

i& L) i
no food or clothing but cenfident in the govesnment's@gene;os-
+ 1

ity, were actually taking credit with local werchants against (i
L3 -ﬂ/’-
the eve*tual receipt of hhélr prOVL51ons. By the time those

3
.. = . . 3
provisions arrived, the recipients would again ke destlﬁuxgjg’—\
T In Helifax the earliest Loyalists vere housed, in
winter, in tents, kark shelters and public Buildings, and fed
- 4 % r

on the streets. Others hhd to remain in the cramped holds of

their trafsport vessels, umakle to find any room ashore.s4

was Hsed for shelter, yet hundreds of people rewained w1thout

55

a &oof~ Some of the more fortunate families there had %a

single apartment, built vith sods, vhere men, women, children,

=

pigs, fleas, bugs, mosquitoes agd other domestic insects, -

@
mingle in socie‘ty"‘56 Many of those people, moreover, were

L

e

. .
52Cf. ibid., Parr to Commcdore‘gawyer, 29 June 17853

Parr to Camprell, 18 November 1785; and Parr to Campbell 30

November 1785, . , N
53 ”

PANS Vol. 36761/2 “Haldimand Collectlng” IIT, Doc. ~
34, Stephen Tuttle to Major Matthews, 26 April 1784

54MacDonald "Memoir of Governor John Parr", pp. 47,
52, 55, 56. - .

553p¢ Journal, Vol. 23, 1782-84, p. 284, Rev. Jacob i
Bailey to Society; liovember 1783. See/ also Duncan Campbell,

. Nova Scotia in its Historical, Mercantile and Industrial

Relations (Montreal, 1873), pp. 165-71,

¢ I

56Vern0n, Bicentenary Sketches, p. 145, quoting
Jacodb Bailey. N ’
3 - K ' 1 i
v
1 ’ . oW .' ’ _“; «
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not receiving the authorized issue of prowisions. From

Annapolis 'in 1785 came a memorial stating that some Loyal-

A
ists had recelved only one~third provisions and had consumed

+ T,

not only those-but thelr seed for the next sprlng'"'plant-

‘ < 6\ ?
1ng.57 A Digby petition claimed that WhlteS ?here had re- : -

58

P

%

‘That‘year even wounded

v

and disabled veterans perished in the streets of Halifax, for

ceivea no rations atfall ain 1784.

they had "not Yet Received the Allowance of Cloatplngéand

provisions Granted them by Govaxpment" 59 ’ .

Clearly, the Blacks had no monopoly on poverty and

unfulfilled promises. The numbers of Loyallsts\and the con-

-

%ﬁ%@on they «caused meant that-the Iimited resources of the

province could not be strained to satisfy all.® But Oncéa

-

again the Black Loyallsts fared worsﬁ in a generally‘%fﬂ situ-
ation. Without farms and without pron51ong they had no
choice but to grasp at any’opportunlty, however unfair, in. .
ordemﬁto keep “themselves alive.” Though almo°t all the whates

were iettled within three“years of thelr arrlval oz, 1f not,

N e

they at least had the Optlon 1n maﬁy casas cf returnlng to .

ko m....m

the United States, the Blacks contln&ed to depend on whatever

4

they could earn in a'labour srmarket prepapﬁd to.take adVantago
<L S

of them. No deliberate conspiracy is suggested but 1t is pos~

B
‘[‘\ ? ! f
-
jod LAd

57pANS Vo , 223, Miscellarcous 'Papers, Doc. 130, Mom-
orial haGovernorEﬁrrs;gnedxw 4/Annapmllufmyallgta,n d [1785].

Sgwllson, County of Dlgby pm 69,
59

PANS Vol, 501, House ol Aruembly Paperc, 170A=27,°

Doc. 57, "Representation of lhe Overseers oi gne Podr, Halifaz,

1784n, ; .

Wi
‘
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—~——_Sible that many agoﬁts in charge of land and provisions,

te
aware that Black services as labourecrs might not be avail-
[

able if éhey'wéré to become self—supportin&, were inclined,

as Brudenell evidently was, to place them last on the list

' T4

of recipients in both, CQ$CS. . ) s
y/" t

*»  One .comvon fate ofi Black Loyalists.with neither land
/ . " )

of their own noﬁ ‘bvernment support, was that they were "ob-
. : g

llged to lmve//uon white~mens property which the Govr has

\ u

been jiker f in dlstrlbutlng~~and for cultlvatlng it they re- .
%

ceive ha;f the produce so¢ that-they are in short in a state

of Slaveryﬁ.GO Akin indeed to sl§Vef§ or serfdom, the system

of "share-cropping" tied the tenantgto the 1and of another and
»

_ to the landowner h¢msel*. The proprlctor could take his per-

¢

centage from the gvoss produce cf the iand, leaving hls-tenant

W1th rESpOnSlblllty for seedlngfand cultlvatlng a new crop

S I

B

. +

a

[
<

and thexefore, on the marginal farmlands of Nova Scotia, with

" no hope of accumulating any savings to begin 2 farm of hlsjgwn.

"‘"; r.-
<;N\JfJ0hP Clarkson wrote of one such teﬁant famlly that the system

¢
had "reduced them to such & state of 1nd1gepce, that in order

to satisfy their landlord and maintain themselves, they have
been obliged to sell their property, their clothing, even
thelr very beds. "61’ Blsh¢p ”harles:Inglls had one Black

.tenant, John Brown, whose plot he' described as being "in

A

I'G - o

D*”GOCIarkuon Papers, II, fol, 8.

61PAHS, Tlarkernn's Migosion, pp. 66-7, diary entry

for;22 October 1/91. '

» <

/ o .
i 4 ] 4
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better order, neater and more flourlshlﬁg than any of the e

Y
&

others". Though Brown had cleared and $u1L1vateH two aneas -

§
[+

totalllng elght acres, the Blshop did not hesitate to move

his hapless “tepant to aneother part of the estate, théfe%tewwk&_¥wj°

62

‘begin again. Gideon White had "Eight Negro Families-%.

Tenants--which had RRach a quantity of my Land--and allow'd -

63 e 4

me renth, Of that wmajority of élack Loyalists who receiv-

o

ed no land or did so'o ly in uneconomic guantities, hundreds
64 A .

3

"

becamg tenants under circumstances such as these, [

- - LY
°

For those incapable or unprepared for life as a -

tenant farmer, a favourite choicé was to become a servant or
65 p

-

day 1abour§p;in an urban centre, particularly Halifax.
Those wilh enough land én which to build a house, particularly
if they were near the sea% would suppleme;t the produce:of a
small garden with seasonal fishing. This was the case for

the Preston Blacks, who contributed to their region's meagrg B}

[

6’ZP'.I!&I\IS’ ‘Bishop Charles Inglis, Journal, ;;5 1210,
Number 2, Book 5, 28 July -~ 7-Illay 1192, pP. B8, 16 August 1791‘

63PANS White Collection, Vol. VI, 1790s, Doc.. SﬁG
Gideon White to Natkaniel Whltworth, n.d, [1792].

64There can be no exact accounting of the numbers,-but
most of the Blacks known to be in rural areas, w1thaut'1and -
of their own, can probably be assumed to have been tenants
(see previous chapter for some estimates and locations). John
Clarkson makes mention’ of many in his diary, PANS, Clarkson's
Mission, passim., and particularly in his "Remarks Halitax"
notebook, EM Add. Ms. 41262B, Clarkson Paners, IT, where come
specific examples are recorded. . “

65Cf Akins, "History of Halifax City", p.. a5 5y T. C, .
Haliburtonj An Historical and Stadi™tical Arcount af (lowe .
Scotia ( 2, Vols., Halitax, 1829}, vol. I1, p. <~03 PG, Lr.
Bray's Associates, Unbound Papers, Box 7, "Canadian . Paperis 1754
1836, ‘Thomas B. Rowland to Associates, d? Novemner ¥r134 '

L]



food supply by selling fish in the local maﬁketSaSG At

Brindley Town, conveniently located at the water's eége, A
. "most have boats .and ge fishing in the Bay of Fundy". &7

4/

Stephe Bluyke of Elrchtwwq reported that he had built a

flshlng boat, and added "we have no prospect of a livelihood

68

here, without adventuring on.the flshlng boats". The .

« e I

. Birchtown situstion seems to hhkve been scmewhat different .
& 4

from Preston and Pigty, however, in that the Blacks joined

large fisting vesS$els as crew members, rather tharm operating

v = - f

~ small boats of Fheir own, Boston King was among a group to

~ &

.
. R P s © : . .
sign on with @ salmon fishing ship. \ Though no mention is

made of fishermen from Little Tracadi , their location on the

-
LY

\\ harbour and the limitdfions of their [farms must have driven
e & % PR
Lo some ©f them onto the sea for a livixg.
- 4 @
v The ever—presedt Atlantic, ¢f course, offered other

’ ‘ opportupatles kesides fishing. Birchtowners ILuke Jordan, L

AT et
L*'* ,‘) -,

» ¢ “Thomas Godfrgy and John Thomas were among those from their

communit f *o becomne memters of ships! crﬁws.7o ‘Black Anthony

-

66PANS Bishop Charles Inglis, Letters, 1791-99,
Number 3, p. 58, Memo to Arcniishop of Canterbury, 31 May 1794.
\ . SPG Bray Associates, Box 7, Canadian Papers, Philip
Marchinton to Dr. Breynton, Z Aprid 1785 See also CO 217/63,
e "Enquiry into tne Complaint of Ihomas Peters", Appendix.C.

68596 Bray Associates, Box 7, Canadian Papers,
. Stephen Blucke to Associlates, 1 August 17£8.

69

Boston King,, "Memoirs", p. 211. .

- i3
70CO 217/63, "List of the Blacks of Birch Town'".
.(fv; . [y ‘ i i

»



82

sailed out of Liverpool on the merchant ship Goodfortune as
- i

a crewman at thirty-five shillings per month.71 When''the

schooner Pilgrim was lost only one man aboard, Black Jack,
72

-

"was qualified to Navigate a vessel'. Mulatto Jack

Peterson commanded forty shillings per month as a ship's cook,

a salary matched by érdinary seaman Black Philip.73 Black

& Al

Harry, Prince Harris and Black Boston were ev1dent1yﬂaf ex—

ceptional talents, the latter eventually gaining a sallor's

salary of sevepty-five shillings per month.74 Small wonder

that many graduates of the Shelburne Black school 'have taken

75 Perhaps the experience of s&?many
. - . ?‘ 4
Black veterans as pilots during the American war, qualified

to fo;low the sea'.

them for equal pay afloat. °Certalnly sgiling.was one area-of

emplqyment into &hich,%ﬁxmt of the ‘press gang, Black yorkers
’ R R oo C e

could not be coerced. Joining the ships freely,. and their

¢ °

navigational skills in great demand in a maritiwme province,

they were also free to bargain for a just wagé.

®

It ‘was noted previously that' large numbers of ﬁhe

’

former slaves had been tralned in SpelelC skills on thelr

L o

71 )

- Diaryfof S;meon Perkins, III, p. 107, " 13 July 1791

« "21pid., p. 171 B Rugust 1792. R
1p1a., p. 116, 16 September 1791, p. 285, 23April
1794, - \ X
74D1ary,of*51meon Perkirs, Vol. IV (ed. C. D.; Fergus-
son, Toronto, 1967), p. 213, 11 February 1800, p. 2333 ‘6 June
1800, p. 235, 19 June 1800, p. 265, 17 November 1800.

7JSPG Bray Arsncintost h:ruie Cooks, IIT, mirades
for 1 November 1602, T. E. Rowland to Asscociates, '3 Mzy 1802,

4
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howne plantations. In Nova Scotia they ogfen had an opporturi-
ity of following their own trades. FEeston King was a carpen-

. - 7
-ter and boat-builder in Shelburne, 6 one of twenty-one mern in

o .

Birchtown who descrilked themselwves as carpenters. ‘Twelve wore

were sawyers, of masons, coopers and caulkers there were three

«

each, and two blackswiths, a tailor, a sadler, a-baker, a i

1 " 7
shoemaker, a klockmaker, .a barber and a weaver.
= €

Ly

7? Samué% .
Baker acted as a guide through the woods of Queens County.78
Willis was @ caulker in Simeon Perkins' shipyard and Black

-

Boston Wanton hauled Perkins' 10gs.79 If Boston King's ex-
: - :
periences were at all typical, however, pay rates on shore

fell far short of those Within a sailor's grasp, and employ

i ‘
ment was much less regulesr. Even a skilled carpenter cog;d

ad

expect ‘no more than one shilling for a day's work.

¢

There seems to have been considerable resistance on
the part.of many white people to any Black attempts at equal-~

4 . ¥ . . . .
it¥ or self-improvement. When David George first arrived in

Shelburne to preach and teach he "found the White people were
. s %

against me". However he perSisted in his efforts "but the

14

White people, the justices, and all, were in an.uproar, and

I 4
1

Boston King, "lMemoirs", p. 210. -. o ’

PR 4

76

77¢0 217/63, "List ©f the Blacks of Birch Town."

78

[

Diary of Simeon Perkins, III, p.:367, 3 October 1795.

/7"°1pid., pp. 194, 197, 198-201, 344, 23 November -
26 May 1795; Llary of Simeon Perkins, IV, p. 364, 15 February
1802. - *

BGPANS, Shelburne Records, General Sessions, 2 Septem-

ber 1784,

s
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said that I'might to out into the woods, for I should nqt

, = stay there®, 8% At Tracadle the Acadizan Roman Catholics .

L4

. kept both relief and réligion from the Blacks, 82 !nd a

& .
at

whlte from Digby reported haughtily that the Blacks_ there
"are so wonderfully prpgd—spinited, that the ‘females think
they must dresgs, when they aéfen& Church, 1n qulte a superlér
"stile to white Lédies".séf Bvidently Loyalist Nova Scotma had,
a "piace" for, Black people, and though it was usually an im-
provement on -the condition of slavery: still it meant that a
Black's true function was as a lowly worker to servé the white
wgéﬁéblishment. ©f course whole classesoof whité‘p;ople‘were
in an eguyivalent positidn in Europe and North America, but thed
Blacks of Nova Scotia derived their class from their coloﬁr
and its associatidns with slave labour. "It is'a Common Cus-
tom in this Countr& to promise a Black so much pr Day and in
the Evening when his work is almost finished the White man

)

quarrels with him and takes him to a Ju»tlce of the Peace who

L] 2]

84 The wulnerable

gives an order to mulct hlm of his wages "
Bilacks werd fair game for any exp101t1ve employer, and to keep

them so a society dominated by class interests had to restrict

o

Dayid Geogge, "Life'"y, p. 478.
' 82

81

Rawlyky " TheGuysborough Negroes", pp. 26-7.
’ SPG Bray Associates, Box 7, Canadian Papers,
Elkana ‘Morton to As sociates, 20 June 1817

)

P ’
84C1arksan Papers, II, fol. 15.

~\
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/thelr independence. , - '\ -

* o

e White wurkers were egually resentful Of the Black
Loyalists® vuxuerahlllty, rut as is so often EEENEE§E*t%@¥;-‘\N**N\M
‘ §

blamed not those responsible for the oppression but the

-3

Blacks who accepted the lower wages and thereby monopolized

certain categeries of work. On 26 July 1784 Benjamin Marston .

+

reported from Shellburne: -
sGreat Riot today. The diskanded soldiers have risen
against the Free negroes to dfive them out of Town,
because they lazour- cheaper thétn they--theg soldiers.
'[27 July] Riot contlrues. The scoldiers force the
free negroes to quit the town--pulled down about 20
of @helr houses.85 . . ] .

Two days later Simeon Perkins heard fHe news "that an Extra-

ordinary mcb or Riot has happene at Shelburne. Some thousands .

of Peoplie Assemrbled with Clubs and Drove the Ngbroes out of

the Town."®® To David George's Shelburne home "40 or 50 did-

) \ ’ LY 4

banded soldiers . . . came with the tackle of ships, and turn- .
. r\ e

ed my dwelling house, and every one.of their houses, gquite

overd. Later they came and beat him with sticks and drove;ﬁ%m
IS
,\ HY

into a swamp.87 Along with others of his colour George sought .

refuge in Birchtown, but even here they were .unsafe. While the

force of the riot continued in Shelburne for at least.ten days,>C
e& N -
inedrsions irto Birchtown were reported for up to one month.89 '
85 ' . M“b o . ‘, *
Raymond, "Marston's Diarg", p. 265.
8 piary of Simecn Perkins, II, p. 238, 29 July 1784.
- ’ 4

87pavid George, "Lifem, pp.” 479-80. '

88Raymond Marston's Diary™, p.265, erftry for 4 August 1’784.

{ 89PAIIS, Shelburne Records, General Ses J.Ol’fu, 21 August 1784 )
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" Though“they, like otlier past-war immigrants, were

entitled to government éﬁpﬁcrt and grantf of land, the dr--

-

N a R < , .
dinary soldiers had to-wait until their betters wére serv#d

first. A In the meantime they 1 were £orced 1nto the labour

v
»

market W1th the Blacks, but employénp were unwmlllng to pay

standard wages as lang as Blackg c:ould ke had at one~quarter L

s
- -

the price., Governor Parr blggéd Nova Spotla*s first race t

/f

¢ > ~ ] . 2 . i
: ' riot exc1u51ve1y on the soldiers'| delay 1in pbta1n1ng¢&and5 ;

o e

and indeed he placed £F5ponsibliityndirectly on gufveyon ; '
“ & 3 N » ~ i

i = f

Marston, who was dismissed for nqt preparing the.grants more

2w a4y ’ + - ,

e quickly._g0 Parr was undoubtedly eorrect in assessiqg the

- s ¢

righ's cause as the soldiers'’ inability to’support themsevaE;

The incident -is impo:j}nt not so much as an illustration of
” E
3 A
racial hostility than as an indication of how serious was the
' i bt M Y
ecanomicgpredicam§nt”gf those Neva Scotians, who Haﬂf@otlyc_

ceived lands on which to support themselves. o

1,
- <N
e 3 A

; . . 3 ¢ .
Outside Shelburne, andf without its Black companies

s and organized labour corps, individual Blacks often lacked
the opportunity to enter a competitive’work force.- For then
. e

. the choices were between starvation ggd indentured servifgde,’
: : ¥ .

]

L
. sometimes tﬁrmed apprenticeship. Indenture was an established -

»

system in Nova Scotia long before the arr#val of fréﬁ Blacke,

5 3 o
.

by aand conditions ampng white inderntured secrvants differecd little

s from that of outright Black slavess They were liable to the

i
s ! .

oy ‘.[1 :
Wpais Vol. A7, Bhiters 4n b Derpet gy 1ﬁ7, \
Doc. 29, Parr to Lord Sydngy, & ocplenrer 1704
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same harsh punlshwents

thé” uamé pervaslve authorlty of a
s? umster, as were Elavks, bul. usually for a limited and
k) 3

specifiad teri. James Walch, a white,

1

the indentured ser-
vant to Patrick Wall was seﬁtenced ko ten lashes w1th the

kd
=

El
were. sought thrc“
0 gvt
Lo

L advertise
méstgps,gg

cat~o'—n1ne tails by Shelbarne magistrates m@rély for épply-
2

~ing to ke dlscharceé from his .pasterts- service.
»

Rgnaways
pents and returned to their

N
3

W @
bho agh the court 'seems to have presumed the right
- ) e
P ke - 3
OG °

to punish them, rather than leaving it to the individual who
happened to hold the indenture.

-

There is at lgast Bne case
HE
-on record iz . Shelturne in which a master, Edward Elliott) /

was charged with “é?treatlngohls apprentlce.
9

+

.
[}

;
~

N
]

93 :‘
Marny Black Ioyaiists had to accept positions as in-

B
g

dentLred servants since there as often no other way to en-
* 1sure support.
| ®

k)
A4

The master might then hire them out, as was

-2 o

done with slaves, and retain his servants' earnings as com-
o>

~ _ pensation for th% subsistence he guaranteed.94

¥ / ¢ N o ’

) ;

For the Bfécks,
[}

indenture or apprenticeship was not infrequentIy the route to

a return to actual “slavery.

Impoverlshed Black parents un-
o e g
. able to sustain tholr famllles would bind their children out
, ,

QQIPANS Shelburne Records,
' ber 1785. °

»

wa'
92
‘Q L4

_PANS, Shelburne Records Generai Sessions, 12 April ¢
hd 17860 [+ *
b, i B1pid

Ibid., 5 Aprll 1791.,
, 94

pecial Sessions, 8 Septem-

o

<t

- %

Cf, Diary nf Simcon Perkins,
February - 13 March 1/91,

L3

II, pp. 85-7, 26
™
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Andenture. She was the

. Bulman jof Lunenburg who,

5

. B Q“rbp t +
SEEIT R F e -
. ) os’T . r‘;‘.’r E"O,F;t ¥ P4 88
- o ;,, : 1, o N
for 1imitéd terms. Whenw%he indenture had run its course, .

- £l

howeVer, the master might claim thé child as his legitimate,

MMy,

sla&g(ofdéémand of théﬁﬁagents payment for the child's board,

during the period ofﬁindenture, before turning him free.

" Molly Roach met such a demand from a Mr. Jenkins of Green ° -~ ~

Harbour when she went to reclalm her child, 95°and Caesar
N 9

Smlth's daughter Phoebe, put to work by a Mr.»Newman in the

dock yards, was claimed as a slave.96

o 3 a
The case of Lydia Jackson is perhaps informative, —

@

" for it was récorded as a typical example of the" experience

of many unfortunate Blagck Loyallsts. Lydla‘was llving in

great distress in Manchester when Henry Hedley 1nv1ted her to

i

work fonshlm. oAfter several days he demanded payment for her
4 R

board or, as an aIQgrﬁatlve, her indenture to him.for sgeven ° v
years. Though Lydia refused the seven year term she was even-~

tually persuaded to place her mark on an agreement for a one
year term. | Hedley, however, took advantage of her illiﬁeracy
&

to substitute a term of thisty-nine years in the articles of

sold for:'twenty pounds to a Dr. ’

with his wife, beat her with fire -

1

Lo r .
tongs .and kicked her in fthe stomach, though Lydia was then
eight month$ pregnant. A court case on her ehalf, brought.

by a Lunenburg attorney, was digmissgd by the magistrates.
Mn' s ’ ' - &
After three years with Bulman Lydia 1quned of .his intention

» a
2 S

[}

o L) "
95t1arksqn Papers, 1I, fol. 15, - . e’
“91pid., fol. 19. - o ©
T
.
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&~ fate was worth the risk of capture and punishment as an

Ll

A¢) »a

b

< : . - 89

. «~tQ sell her as a slave in the West Indies. To avoid this

escageéyﬁga’she left' Bulman's farm and fled to Halifax. -
John Clarkson, the passionate Abc}itionist who interviewed
Lydia Jackson, said he had met "many others of a similar -

nature", and cited faive by name.g? -

»

-

Though it evidently happered on occasion, an inden-

tured servant could not legally ke sold to aayone ocutside

-

Nova Scotia. The Shelburne court ordered the cancellation

o

of the indenture of Robert Conner when his master, John

Harris, was apprehended in an attempt tg sell his Black ser-
! - .

vant to a nop-resiGEAL. T The court took a similar stand

}

vhen whites detained or aitempued to sell Black children
without holding the properly authorized documents of inﬁe}:

ture. Timothy Mahan tried to sell a boy hé‘cla{éed had been

given him by the boy's parents, but the magistrates-declared

that this—di t constitute an indenture.”? James Cox was
ordered to set a boy at liberty whom he claimed but could
not prove to be legally indéntured.l00 -

These attempls to enslgve free Blacks were s%opped by .
Y

“thé\authorities, but the fact that attempts were made at all

- \f ‘97PANS, Clarkson's Mission, pp. 197-201, diar§ entry

for| 30 November 1791.

. Kk gapANS, Shelburre Records, General Sessions, 1 Novem-
be 179.].‘
ks 23 l 99,

Ihid., 1 November and ° Hovember 1791,

/
# 100.., .
, Ibid., 1 nyvember and 2 November 1791.
/

! <«
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i
q
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‘Indication of the insecurity in which

-

the Black Loydlists li&ed.\'Iﬁ\fact the fear of being re-\

turned to slavery was a prominent reason offered by numer-

ous people anxious to leave Nova Scotia in 1791.101 Appren-
NN ' 8 * .

- 3

ticeship was only one threat. Direct kidnapping,for.sale
in the United States or the West Indies was another. Shel-

burne was particularly vulnerable, and many, Blacks wefe

.o

10 ¢

seized there illeg&ily and Carried off 'as slaves. In

1789 this 31tuatlon drew the attentlan of the Legislative

1]

Assemny where, in & draft bill, refereqce was made to the

need to prevent the practlce of carrying free Blacks "out of
’ * \
the Province, by force and Strategm, for the scandalous pur-

pose of making property of thénm in the West Indies contrary

to their will and cpnsent".103 \ o B
-

_ Above all there rested the threat of being claiwed,

in the courts and with the full sanction of the law, as a

legal slave. Four Black Loyalists, all of them with war

" service, were claimed by Captain Hamllto ~en\the grounds that

he had owped them years before in North Carolzna. in Halzfax

Michael Wallace granted Hamilton a warrant to seize the four

in question and sell them in the Bahamas. Fortunately their °

°

lOIClarkson Papers, II, fol. 8, "Reasons given by the
free Blacks for wishing to leave llova Scotia”.

¥02yp44., fols. 8 and 22.

,103PANS, Unpassed Billes, 1799.

-
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ship.put 'in to Shelturne, where they managed to have word

carried to the court that they were. belng held W1thouﬁ a

‘»’

hearing. Pre31d1ng Judge Isaac Wllklns decided that

Hamilteon's claim was insufficient,” and the Blacks were set
) :

104

free. Black ﬂdyalists Pero and Tom were claimed by

Joseph Raulgs, and- ttmugh tney wer%bsot freed at least Robins

k3

was requﬁred to brlng further proof, W1th1n one year, of his

105

ownership. Mary ostell was brought-to court and claimed,
PO IS

together with her children, by Jesse é}ay. While Black

Loyalists Scipio and Dinah Wearing were in court,Eiﬁkifying

1

in Mary's behalf,uﬁheir home was set on fire and one of the*ir

" \ /

children killed. Mary had keen the s%ave ofxﬁyrebel .officer

and still had Gencral Birch's Certlflcate in her possession,

e

but again the dourt granted the alleged ‘master one year to

) ‘. 106

prove hi&'owneréhip. These people had been free for ten

or more years and could produce docuirents and witnesses in
their odn support, but thls was not automatically accepted
by the law as constituting free\stgzus. If a master could

prove a prior cldim, of however long-standing, the Black was
| ] ! “\ ) n¢

liable to be returned to slavery. .

Rl ! <]
4 - |
¢

104PANS;“Shelburne Records, Special SeSsionﬁ, 5“—
Auqust 1786. 7 7
F losPANS, Shelburne Records, General Sessions, 12 )
April 1786. ’ ; =,
‘ 106

Ibid., 5 April, E July, 11 July and 19 July 1791.

See also the cases nf "a Neqro wench Moliy', ibid., 12 April

1786, and "James Singlolory, LIc wife and chllu," PAIIG,
Shelburne Recnrds, Special Sessions, 25 August” 1785. ﬁ '
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Such were the sufferings, insecurity and injustice

3

inflicted upon Bkackaoyallgts by their fellow-refugees in

[w]

the land of ﬁ%eir new liberty, As conditions in Nova Scotia

became worse during the late 1780s, and a1l sorts.and condi-

L4

tions of ‘men were brought low by famine -and disease, the

Blacks' position fell correspondlngly lower. Hailed -asam

«\f. .1-
2

exampae éﬁwwhatacould be achleveg/by good and faithful citi-

— P

zens under progefly constmtuted authorlty, the province

_-failed to develop as quiekly or to becone as”prgsperous ag

most’ people had expected in 1783, Roads remained unmade and
N . . g o ,
" farms uncleared, and trade was not diverted to Halifax and
“‘;;t
Shelburne 1n ﬁhe volume anticipated. 1In May 1788 the pro-. .

- d °

v1nce was still not produc;ng Lts .own food aﬁd a law had to

~ .

be passed permlttlng 'the importation of essertial supplies

such as fqod; livestotk and lumbér, from the United States.107
A ) .
N The governor's proclamation informing the public of

®

this move declared that it was "necessary from Public Emer-
_genc{, and,to prevent Distress to the Settlers of this Pro-"

41nce" 108 Inltlally intended as a temporary measuré of -six

2 3 M 4

months' duration, the import allowance was extended sem17

LY

Danm,lally untll 1792,107 By 1789 Nova Scotla and indeed all

Fs e

-107paNs vol, 213, Cotncil Minutes, 19 May }788.

108pans vo1-. 346, Proclamat1dns, Do¢.. 116, .15 May
1788. Seven Proclamatlons alipwing certuln materlals to be
imported from the United Statec had been made since 25 April
1785, but the one of 15 May 1788 was the most far~reaching.

) 10%ans vol, 213 Conncil Hmsites, and PANG Unl,* %46,

Proclamatlons. , .

”
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of British North Amermca, was in the grlp/of-a serious

famlne, .Lora Darthe:t&r ébugﬁt aid from/ﬂallfax to relieve

w s v

starvatlaw in Quebec, but when the Haflfélkbakers protestada

7/
that tbey had flour enoggh to prov1da bread only “for “for threa
el

—

or four &uysﬁ*fﬁé counc;l»was forced to reject Dorchester's

a
-

‘plea.llg ‘ﬁVer the next two yearquhd prov;nce earned its

-rklc

Lty". 11l Specxal relief mea‘ﬁres haa
112

nickname, "Mova Sc
to be pas‘,seé -4 provide assistance both for Loyalists

for pre-Loyalist bettlers whose farms, though longer esta-
N X

blished, could not produce the necessary amount of food even

o

113

» ~1 ‘3 -

Shelburne, meanwhile; vas suffering unique problems

.

for their own inhabitapts.

of its oun. The merchants there, in a petition to London,

;amed their d;fflcultles on the’ fact that royal provmulons

- WEre‘dlscontlnued too soon, on tque restrictions with| the

United States, and on the lack of°roads and other infrastruc-

“

114

tural developmerks in the Loyalist city. In a city of

Pl

3 ¥ 5 - L4
.traders, there was no.one with whom to\trade. Business stag-

nated, resulting in unemplbyment and removal to areas with a

* v

§

. 110ans voln 213§ Council Mibutes, 9 July 1789.,

55; Akins, "Hlstory of Malifax", p. 95. -

11l MacDoriald, "Memoir of Governor John Parr™, pp. 51,

112Royal Gazgtte and’ Nowa Scotla Advertiser, 30 March
],790 L3 © N -
by 113PANS Vol. 302, House of Assembly Papers, 17838-1800,

DQIL 11, 19 March 1790.

" 2. M40 217763, The Merchants of Shelburne to Lord

Grcnvxlle, 16 June 1791.
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healthier economy.IIS’ From its hey-day during tHe perlod

1784 to 1783” when its population reached 10, 000 and it was

I
t

not only the largest BritishAmerican city but the fourth \

'y

* E A
‘WL;§gges c1ty anywhere in "North merlca, Shelburne experlended

'3 116 e

a sharp declln The whaTe flshery, one of the reasons

a

for the selectlon of the site, drlfted into bankruptcy after

5. 117

178 Agrlculture never even appréached pnythlng like a \

«self;suff1c1ency Tevel. In 1787 a smallpox epldemlc kicked |-

118

‘the displrifed c1ty whlle it was on itg knees, During the .

followi ng ybar, the Rev. Willlam Walter reported, fphr-

flfths of the original inhabitants returned to the United
119 R ' ) . Y

o

States.:

The conditdons of famine in 1789 and the decline of

3

Shelburne naturallf struck hardest at the Black people of the

district. Unemployment wiped out the Black companies of

Birchtown. Many were forced to indenture their families and

LS

N §

115 50hn Wesley, Letters of the Rev. John Wesley (ed.
John Telford, London, 1931), Vol. VII, p. 353, Freeborn
Garrettson to Wesley, 25 September 17856] and p. 394, Wesley

to Garrettson, 16 July 1787.

(116 Raymond, TMarstants Diary", pp. 207, 253; E&wardu,
"The Shelburne that Was", pp. 189-90.

117Edwards, "V1c1531tudes of a Loyallut Cityn, p. 315. .

118 John Wesley, Letters, Vbl. VII, Garrettson to
Wesley, 10 March 1787.

© M3%pg Journal, Vol. 25, 1787-92, p. 97, Walter to
Soc;ety, 24 June 17&%. To Stave up the dec11n1nq population
of tHe Loyalist city consideration was briefly given to a
plan to move the res ?:crtv of St. Pierre and Mirgur lon rp =i

¢ ]

tO shej.hurne-—' Ffo L’ro 30/8/1” 3 kal(at!;(lru I.’FixﬁLr féﬂf'gr'.t.u
Francis Thorne o William ‘Pitk, 4 May 1/30.

e ry
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. . Some even solid themsklves as slaves, Blacks died of starva-

o

tion ard exposure after pa§§Z§g with all their belongings in

QXChange for temporary nourilshment. Birchtgﬁn, like Shelburne,

2

f *
lost some of its most ambitious residents as they left in

searcﬁ§ of employment and food.120 Always at a bare Bubsis:

i .

teﬁce wage, the Black 1ahourers had no savings or property to

cﬁshlon their fa&l.IZl Only those with farms or with Jobs in
i
the fisheries, and of course the 1ndentured servants and .

-

hare—croppens were able to make a ‘meagre living, in Shelburne

* o

County. Those who dr;Fted“Eo Hallfax met cond;tlons 5carcely

s

better. The shartage of -Food anQLretarHedutTade affected the
capital clty oo, and few jobs were available. Seon it be~
came impossible for a Hallfax resident to walk ‘the streets
w1thgﬁ£ being approached by a Black beggar.l22 No part of
Nova Scotia remained unaffected. From Digbybyajor Milli@q?

wrote of the Blacks in late 1788: . o
never was distress more apbarent than amongst these
- poor pecple many of whom are almost without Clothlng.
Numbers §f whom I fear are destitute of the necesSsaries
of Life dand before the end of the ensuing Winter will . -
feel the most keen Distress, 123 .

~

v

-

120Boston King, "Memoirs", pp. 209-10.

121SPG, Bray Asscciates, Box 7, Canadian Papens,
Stephen Blucke to Associates, 22 December 1787. <, .

122PANS Clarksori's Mission, pp. 294-95, dlary'entry .
for 27 December 1791. S5ee also BM Add. Ms. 41262A Clarkson:-~-
Papers, I, John Clarkson to Lawrénce Hartshorne, 13 December -

L & a

123SPG» ‘Bray Ar&oriatrﬂﬂ Minuler Books, ITI, 5 March
“1789, Major Mlllldge to Associates, 13 Octoner 1788.

o

“

7

2

o
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But for the’ charity of their white neighbours and

- certain well-wishers in England, many more Blacks should .
N ] .
have died of starvation or exposure during those harrowing

o

years. David George received a bag of seed potatoes ffom a

»

white Baptist family named Taylor. That one bag produced .

thirtyafSVé bushels of potatoes, enough to.sustad

his dependeﬁ%é.124 In isolated Guysbcrough County,

George and

where the ’
- hijacking of a supply ship meant that a whole winter was,y

spent with 1ittle or no food from outside, thos, Blacks to

I4

survive became completely dependent on the whit inhabitants.lzsi

y . . ) e s .
In Birchtown blind Methodist preacher Moses Widkinson received

a weekly allowance from an unkmown . English bﬁnefacton.lza At

s
¢

Brnndley Towr) 2t was only, "by the Humanity df the White People

that severyl of those helpless black people ex1st".127 It

was the-Associates of the late Dr. Bray,’ a London-based Angli-
i

¢an charlty particularly concerned for Black people 1n Amerlca,

that did most in an organized way to assist the destitute

i - [

Black Loyalists., To Birchtoﬁﬁ'they sent boxes of blankets,

128

‘clothing and shoes in 1787 and again in 1789, Digby like-

L 4

12%pavid George, "Life", p. 499. :

125Raw1yk "The Guysborough Negroes", p. 26.

1265pG, Designs of the Assotiates, Mumber 13, Abstract
for 1787, Stephen Elucke to Associates, 22 December 1787.

1279pG, Bray Associates' Minuke Books, FIT, 5 March
1789, Millidge to Associates, 13 October 1788.

1]
12839G Desigrs of the Angaciates, Numher 13, Akotrrcd
for 1787, Bluckﬁ to Aosocialen, J2 Duconwnr 1777, and i’y vy

Assoc1ates, Box 7, Canadian Papers, Isaac WllPLna to Acsociates,
10 July 1789,

- b
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*wise received shoes and clothing and material with which to
///__,—&

-

wmgke their own clothes, including thread buttons and pat-
129 -

féérns. S 27 °

Wy, P »w,d

<~
N Public support was also available to paupexs in Nova

Scotia, though not always generously. In-1789 the people of”
Halifax preferred to contrikute the pa e money for twerlty

white paupers to return to Engiagd, rathbr than maintain thém
130

on relief in Nova Scotia. Various acts were passed by the
Assembly duglrg the 1780s and '90s to provide for the support

———

of the poor and the malntenance of a poor house, and commis-
sioners and overseers were appointed to ensure that the al-

located budget was wisely spent.131 That” budget for th&ﬁYgar

132

ending 31 December 1789 was £1300.13.7-3/4. In June 1792

the Commissioners were authorized to bind out pauéer children

[ -
who might otherwise requife public support.133

Finally in
1800 a special import duty was added to goods arr1v1ng from

B

£l -

P

12939G Bray Assbciates! Minute Books, III, 5 Mardh:
1789, Millidge to Associateg, 13 October 1788, also 7 Jaly
and 1 September 1791.

*

130paNs Vol. 48, Letters to the Secretary of State)
1789-94, Doc. 7, Parr ta Bvan Nepean, 4 Decemcer 1789.

lBle Pﬁﬁg\wwlnutou of the LEQLSIEthP Counc11 .
1782-90, 20 hi Tovember ana .26 Novemier 17z4, 27 liarch, 30 March,
3 April and 21 April 1790 and PANS, Minutes of the Legisla-
tive Council, 1791-97, 1 July, 4 July and 5 July 1791.

b 1329ANS‘ Minutes of the Legislative, Council, 1782-90,
9 March 1790. .
133

PANIS, Minntes »f the lenislative Conneil, 1791-97,
25 June, 2% June and il ouly 17023 CO 21//04, rrocencings ok
the General Ascembly of llova Scotia, to 25 October 1792.
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the United States to provide revenue for poor relief in each
county.134 .

. Bléck‘paupers were often included on the relief rolls.

a

Sometimes® Black végrants in Shelburne were sent by the court

to Bighhtéwp,‘theresto subsist on whatever® ctharity that im-

v \"“;\ . - ' It
poverished community might be ablée to afford them.}éﬁ

clamation of that court in 1786 ordered the overseers .to be -

¥

more attendant to the binding out of poor Black childrer;?,l36

V4

though some Black adults appear to have been allowed to remain

~

137

free'while on relief. It was possible for citizens to take

At~

Black péu from %he»poor house as indentured servants, if

they reimbursed the 5Ve

ens fﬂr.thelr past support by the
/
138

P

public. In February-h?BQ the Shelburne Overseers of the

Poor infcgmgﬁﬁthe maglstrates that i;

there are a great number of Black People both in this
Town and in Birch town who are in the most distressing
Circumstances ]

Many of them have been relieved by us, otherwise it is
highly probable that some of them, durlng this incle-
ment Season, must have perished- But as the number of -
White People, whom We have constantly to supply, are: .
very con31derab1e it 1s not in’our power to, afford the
Blacks that assistance which their pre351ng Nécessities

134PANS Minutes of the Legislative Council, 179P~
1802, 2 May 1800. .-

/ 135Fcr example, PANS, Shelburne Records, Speriaf .
Sessions4 25 August 1785. " “

136PANS, Shelburne Records, General Sessions, 10 :

/
April 1786. «
/ 1371pid. 6 May 17e8.

138ypia., 17 July 1793. ‘

/

)
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g A1 - ; :.—:' -
loudly call fore - o ?
- And-as it'is evident they Lecome $ore and more burthen«
sorie everx veari[we ask that you] free this Infant . - —

Settlemeht from a Burden which it 1s'by ‘'no means in .-
a Capacity to Bear.i3%, )

¥

The Asserkly took up the matter agpd passed a bill which pro—

vided that free Blacks wlthaut "fixed abode Qr a proper means
of subsistence" should ks bound out for a period of seven .

t

years, The Cbhnul*, hovever, declined ta give 1ts as sent ',

"~
- o

‘and so Eﬁls riminatory plece of legislation did not be-
come 1aw,1§o Still the Sheiburne officials-complained and

r

finally, 1q 1802, a measure .was passed to tax Birchtown
Y S
separateiy fof“%hERSHggort of its own poor, leaving Shelburne\
itself free to concentrate Qn the réilef or“p00f~mhltes.14l g
Y ¥ o N\\’\-»——_

The life of the Black LﬂyallSu was fllled w1th fear, :

M£Q£§Ei:‘ccnt1ﬂuéd“f reedotn, for hig subsistence, and for his
ey e L
peac? fro;*§§32rr£

1nd1v1duaIQaq§d officials. A last de

]

of Shelbu*re ‘merchants to sustamn their economy by maklnémkk““&*“«”‘“

erence” of dlsCH1m1natory acts by white

ove on the part ..

the;r city gwfree port for trade thh the United States, N;mr*‘w~ -

) brought the Blacks' fear to a climax in that they expected

- S N
their former Americgﬁ masters would then be able to enter

L}
- &

13QPAC Ms. Group B-97 llumber..6, Shelburne, From

the Overscers of the Peoor to the Magzstratma ol &helhurne,

3 February 1789. . e T e
14OPANU, Minutes of -the Teqislative Council, 1782-90,

1 and 2 April 1780; PAIJ, Urnpauted pbilin, L1794, VA EiLlL ine

tituled an Act*for the Regulation and kelief pf the free

Negroes within the Pravznce of Nova Scotiav,
lleAua, “hﬁl}wrne hurornn, Coneral Sosulont, 12

April 13;302. E‘ él

t
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*’~\ British tergitory and réclaim them aszslaveé.l42 Seldom

-

- was it possible, from hf% very arrival in Nova Scotia, for

o *»ﬁu.\____’«‘ b&‘a&vr (}
— [

€

e,
i,
et

&

«
.

e 3144

““Btaek\Loyaﬁist 0 fee}'securewin Fhe freedoms=and pr1v~

R S
L]

ileges of & BrltiSh«SUb]eCt o, L

°

Either as veterans ‘or as-:Loyalists, the free Blacks

»

bad,a right to expect treatment as full C1t1zens. They had

= (& ¢

‘been promised as much, and these 'promises were reinforced
poy :
143

o

by statements of officials in.iandon and Halifax, On the

ARV |
one hand, they’®were required to parform the duties of citi-

zenship, on the other, their rights fell short of equality. ;

Clarkson recorded that the Blacks were requiredoto pay

144

# .
taxes, and *for Sydney Cg?ngx at least the poll tax returns

;h 1 i "'4 1 45

indicate that “some of them AR s0. » A Black mllltma conm~

pany was formed in Halifax which Governor Wentworth described,

as "an able,, daring, and faithful Body of Men", and he also
pralsed the Black Pioneers attached to the Royal Nova Scotia

Regiment. The Digby militia had its Black company as well,

e 146
"of good&able Stature and Countenance as any other Men"
Y

S,
’A.— ‘1%‘“\@‘

4

N,
e
L
«.ﬁ

LQ&CIarkuon Papers, I 79~ October 1791; PANS, Clark-
‘son's Mission, pp. Ya=5, dlary entry for 29 Octobcr 1791.

- 43¢, pans Vol. 33, Whitchall Dibpatches, 178400,
Doc. 12, Lord Sydney to Panr, S5e0clorer 174 PAPJ,,MJFWfﬁ“
- of the lLegislalive Council, 1732~-90, % October 1783.

Clarkson Papers, IX, fols. 15 and 21. .

145ppNS Vol. 444-1/2, Poll Tax, 1791-56, Poll Tax
Returns, Sydney County, 1791 and 1793, . s

146?9 1796€-5T, Val, 107, "hapapra kelotive 1o the
Settlement of the Furuouu in hLu thLuLy', brovince ol lnva
Scotla" NO. 849, WenthWorth to Portland, 2U Octoler 175G, :
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. ‘While fulfplling these responsibilities, the Blacks

& . N & .
" were “entirely deprived of the privileges'of British subjects,

. . e ot 147 -
. . particularly trial by jury".
el \’ S s - » r
Thomas Carleton gave the opinion’that: the Blacks, "having come
» pr3

R within the Bniﬁish‘L;pes’wigh no. other' View than to és%hpe

&2

a -
qum New Brunswick Governor

~~

from the service of their American masters, cannot be con-~

4 -
2 v sidered %ghintltuled to claim anything from Government fur-
o« P2 o !»4) v

" - sher than personal protectlon and ireedom from servmtude" P

E ‘ therefore "they have not been admitted t3 v@te in Elec—

' T ricEs f§%~Re§rasgntat1ves in the General Assembly" 148

o & T e

Il’l

2 ' addltlon to thexr lack of the vute and jury triail, the
a o
. Blacks often suffered restrlctlons on their private lives as

’ well. In Shelhurne hapd bills were published by the maglsaf‘

. trates "forbxddlng Negro Dances, and Negro Erolicks in this

149

“r Town", When tﬁis bywlaw was contravened the boffending

Blacks were charged with "Riotous behaviour" and sent ‘to the

4

house ofacorrectionJlsﬂ A second offence might qsan being

3 v 3
. tordered out of their home for keeping a disorderly house".151

1 ’ 0. o
- - ° -p When a Black was brought before the court for breaking

'S ¢ - L~ » L 4 y 3 ) j i
” 1475915%& Thompson, "The Nova Scotians", letter nuh-

( . ber 3, The Harbinger, May,b1812. P

1 P \ * -
- ) 148?ANB Colonlal Correspondence, New Brunsw1ck IIT,

5 ,
\ P Thomas Carleton’ tq Henry Dundas, 13 December 179%.

o~ »

, ‘14QPANS, Shelburne Records, Special Sessions, 12 May

* Id - 1785- -

- 4 ' -

« 1501pid., 19 May 1785. o
\
! -ufﬂw-~~7— h‘umiﬁ%PANSJ Shelburne Records, General Sessions, 3 July
‘1 990 ' éﬂ[» h e
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a“law, the treatment he réceived at the hands of the justices
was not always equal to that -for whites convicted of the same -
— * g 9

Crime. "In Guy§borough County (Lower Sydney County) hetween,

a

11 October 1785 ,an'ebruary‘l?% no white suffered corporal
[ iathr ) <

pﬁnishmedt Theft slander, assault "hgeping a house of °

ill fame!, even rlot, were punished by fJ.nes.152 Bgt when a

¢
v [ - <

Blackdmoyallst woman, Sarah Rlngwood,,stole some butter, she. '

was’ "ofﬂered f&% Punlshment to receive Thirty nine Stripes on

"her naked back' at thefPublic Whipping Post in Manchester" 153

* Ancother Black woman, Eleonar Bolrke, received the same pun-
L ‘ “4‘ T
ishment plus a week's }mprlsonment "for being a Vagrant Idle; .,

154~

Disorderly Person'™. This was during, the famlne hf 1789.

In one year four Black men were whipped fogwabe@l;ﬂg_fQEg e

and another Black, woman "for abusive, Lewd “and Tndecent be-

haviour":iég \ T s - .

|
|

, Thj Shelburne court records bear cruel testimony to

2,

v s

4
2
¢

-the harsh Znhumanity of the late ei@hteenth century. Prince

Frederlck received seventy-elght lashes and a month's hard '
156

labour for stealing a pair of shogs,, Danfel Anderwon.Lerfy e 150

AT

L
’ 152 ’ ) . Gy
PANS, Quarter Sessions, Guysborough County, 1785~
1800.
3 ,gx&\w' . .
1p1d., 40 october 1787, Coo &
1 ! T&”"»
- 15%4p34,, 12 August 1789, ° - T
155Ibid., 8 February, 31 March, 11 August, Ig Augnot,
3 November 1791. & . a

1SG'PANS, Shelbur&e Records, Special Sectinnz, 24

February 1785. , \
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nine 1ashe§ and John Russel one~hundred/1ashes for thefts:’ iﬂ\\
‘ 157

o

valued at one shilling each. One Black woman rniamed Bianna,

¥ Corivicked -on two couhts of petty larceny, suffered the in-

credible sentence of "Two hundred lashes at the Cart's Tail,

-

\ -~
next Saturday, at 12 o'élockiéét noon, for the first Offense,

?

and One hundred and fifty lashes'on the following Saturday,

at the Cart's Tail, for thé second ofquge".lsg ‘The unfor- -

)

tunate Alicia Wiggins received thirty-nine lashes in April

159 and in July, for a second offense involv-

1792 for theft,
ing three shillings and eleven pence worth of used clothing,

she was sentenced to be hanged. Alicia pleaded a stay of
execution on the grounds, of pregnancy but "Fwelve Matrons or
discreet women", on examining her, ;ouﬁd that she was "not

four months gone with child", so she was executed as order-
ed.160 ’All these sentences were inflicted on Black people.

JAs in Gﬂysboroubh County, Shelburne whites were ofé;n, though
not always, fined for similar offenses. In ®ne rare instance ’

- ¥
av W,

»: when two men were convicted of theft,Light House Jack, a -

3

white, received one-hundred 1ashes while his acccmgllce

Negro Will was discharged without sentence on account of

-

157,

Ibid., 9 June 1785.
15BPANS, Shelburne Records, General Sessions, 3
November 1784, o ‘
1591pid.; 12 April 1792, - ‘
: 160 s M '

PANS, White ébllection, VI, Doc., 553, "Proceed-
ings of the Court of Oyer and Terminer, Shelburne, 3 July
1792n,

-






