








Kiwanis Village 1954, Victoria, British Columbia

Architects, Charles E. Craig, partner in the firm of Sharp & Thompson,
Berwick, Pratt and Charles E. Craig, Victoria

Landscape Architect, Wallace Ruff, Eugene, Oregon

Owners, Ouned and administered by the Kiwanis Village
Society, Victoria. Mr Edward Mallek, formerls
of Victoria and now of Vancouver, has been the
President and driving force behind this Society
since b5 tnception fn 1952,

General Contractors, Luney Bros. & Hamilton

and McKinty & Sons

Plot plan

View of open court from roadway




rance to the Village

Couples' dwellings
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Eabhruanry 1956

Extent and Purpose of Project: Consists of 34 couples’ units and 8
single person units, and provides low rental housing for deserving
elderly couples on pensions and in case of the death of one, for survivors.

Rentals and Cost of Units: Rental per unit is $20/ month, and ser-
vices including electric heating, electric range, hot water are fixed at
$12/unit/month with adjustments at year end.

Total cost of completed Village was $290,000, of which the B.C.
Government contributed $95,000, the City of Victoria, $5,000, public
contributions $120,000, and the remainder of $70,000 was borrowed
through CMHC.

Single person dwelling
4 dwellings per unit
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Living-dining area

The kitchen

Design  and Planning Considerations: Living
room windows of all units face landscaped areas.
None look into service or back yard areas. Ratio
of butlding area to total ground area is one to six.
Units grouped in varying floor elevations from
' to 7" allowing views over flat roofs. Each unit
bas an allocated fromt garden and available vege-
table garden arvea in rear service yards, Exterior
ramps allow movement through entire area with-
out using stairs, allowing free movenient of wheel
chair residents, Power and telephone services are
wnderground to avoid any service poles. Entire
area landscaped with provision for recreational
areas, drying yards and equipment storage.

SOLOHd Q3 IAHIVE

Interior planning provides living rooms 13' x
16", bedrooms 10' x 12, bathrooms 6' x 8" and
kitchens G' x 8 with services back-to-back, ade-
quate storage areas, exterior protected patios off
living room, one level living area with no stairs.
Total area of each couple's unit is 323 s5q. ft.
single units 360 sq. ft.

Construction Details: Waterproofed concrete
slabs on grade, perimeter insulation around con-
crete foundations, frame wall and flat roof, insn-
lated walls and ceilings, double glazing all glass
areas, elecirical heating thermostatically control-
led, wall-to-wall carpeting in living rooms and
bedrooms, cork tile in kitchens and bathrooms, all
windows and doors provided with interlocking
weatherstripping,
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House of Mr Gordon Smith
West Vancouver, British Columbia

Architects, Erickson & Masse)

General Contractor, Charles Nelson

The clients are an artist and bis wife and their requirements
View from the south were for a one bedroom bowuse with a studio.

The site is about an acre and is densely wooded primarily
with cedar bur with some arbutus and dogwood. There are
numerous rock outcroppings and the site n"rapt 5 gently toward
th b. The building location is about a third of the way
the south. The building location is about a third of the way
into the site and every effort was made to cut down as few
trees as possible although some cutting was required to the
sowth to let in .":'_ul'rf.

It was decided to lift the living quarters a floor above the
,-,:rrua‘un" and leave the .-fu.w,f.‘ forest floor with all its ferns, moss
and rocks as near as possible to the way it was found. This
f'(-rmfrfc-.-f parking under the bouse and enable the studio to
extend two storeys in beight.

Glazed overbangs were provided over all windows and
doors on the second level to let in ;’:_-.:f}t .cr:}m'ulg' down .ffvrrw_;;.u"u
the tree tops and protect the windows from rain.

Area: 1376 sq. [t. approx. enclosed.

Heating: Hot air by oil fired furnace.

Construction: Post and beam. Concrete colwmns: 12" 1.D.
concrete culvert filled with concrete and reinforcing. Exterior
finish: stucco and wvertical cedar siding. Imerior finish: dry-
wall throughout. Roof: tar and gravel, Chimney: brick.

A corner of the south balcony

Eabruory 1958 an



MAIN FLOOR
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Fireplace on left
Dining area from living room

PETER VARLEY

View from dining area



Two detailed views of the south front

View of living room from dining room

ATTHYA H3IL13d



Problem
- small lot, 50 feet wide.
— street on south side,

WOLF KOENIG

existing garden at north.
— .:JL-u't-.'.’f houses 2 itories each within 2 feet of lot lines.
10 feet difference of levels between southeast and northwest corner.
— childlesy i'l’)h’ﬁ}(‘ with vecasional bowse gHests.
— budger $17,000,

Solution
28" wide bouse, with all important rooms facing north and south,
— carport and basement level with street.

main entrance split level between first loor and basement.

— main floor level with garden in rear.
eave-line in rbythm with adjacent bouses.

— the comparatively small living room becomes spacious
1) by being openly connected with the dining room,
2) by, visually, the glass-enclosed entrance,
3) by making the south part of the room 115 stories.

— living and dining room wraps around the service cenire 1o give a view and
an entrance tnto the garden and also to get sunlight from the south.

— all plumbing concentrated in one stack.

— kitchen has direct access to entrance and dining room.

— balcony study provides secluded work area without being excluded from
living room.

— this area can be separated into an additional guest bedroom.

— materials used: Gray Roman brick

Driftwood stained cedar

Natural finished frames with

vermillion red and yellow painted sash.

Hamilton House, Peterborough, Ontario

Architects, Blackwell, Craig and Zeidler

General Contractor, Jack Kinsman




The study

Living room showing gallery
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Convenience Centre, Don Mills, Ontario

Architects and Engineers, Jobn B. Parkin Associates

General Contractors, R. G. Kirby & Sons Lid.

Journal RAIC



The arcade
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Shops on the mall
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Dominion Store

The Convenience Centre is the first completed
portion of the Don Mills Shopping Centre, a
development which eventually will occupy an
area of approximately 40 acres. This problem
was of particular interest to the architects inas-
much as the complex also forms part of the
centre of a new town — unlike many contem-
porary shopping centres which reflect a drift
away from downtown to locations on the fringe
of an existing urban development, e.g. North-
land, Detroit, and Shoppers' Warld, Framing-
bham, Mass. The problem thus presented was to
achieve a civic character in the design whilst
still retaining the vigowr and stimulating ex-
pression of competitive merchandising,

Of necessity, the development comprises
buildings of diverse shape and volume and to
obtain coherence a module was established
which would be satisfactory structually and
which would also relate to desirable store
widths and automobile parking requirements.
The units in the complex are related to each
other so that the spaces enclosed become sig-
nificant either as landscaped malls or parking
areas.

The stores bave double entrances and may
be entered from the principal malls or directly
from the parking areas. On the mall side the
stores are connected by a continwous covered
walk. The development company fortunately
covered sign control in its leasing arrangements
with the store operators and this enabled the
architects to select type-faces and sizes.

Glazed brick panels under the store fronts are
in various colours (although one colour, only,
it used in each building) and further accents
of colour are provided in the soffits to the
covered walks, service doors and signs,

Journal RAIC



HUGH ROHBERTSON-PANDA

Service station

The fascias and columns of the buildings are covered with beat y gange
anodized sheet aluminum, the storefront members and the windou
stools are anodized extruded aluminum sections. The covered walk
columns and fascias are exposed steel painted with welded connections.
Soffit of the covered walk and of the canopies at the entrance doors is
steel deck with baked enamel finish.

Inside the stores, walls are plastered, ceiling is acoustic tile, floors
asphalt tile (except in supermarket where terrazzo floors were used),
and the walls enclosing stairways are plywood panelled with natural
finish,

View across parking

PANDA

HUGH ROBERTSON

area

PANDA

HUGH ROBERTSON




The site created an immediate problem of organization because of the
proximity of the main factory building and other industrial plants nearby.
The architects therefore attempted to separate the office building physically
as far as possible from the adjacent buildings, and visually by means of an
eight foot brick wall surrounding a landscaped court.

The plan, aside from its development into an L-shape, was dictated by
the Company's quite simple basic requirements in that the general office
and executive offices be on the ground floor, with the engineering and pur-
chasing department on the second.

Structurally the building is reinforced concrete but utilizing a precast
structural mullion design on exterior walls, This eliminated any exterior
wall columns and because of the overall modulization on a four foot module
made for economy through repetition of elements. The exterior surfacing
of spandrels is English fatence tile in a soft yellow colour. Same granite was
wsed on exterior and interior walls in the waiting area. Floors generally are
rubbertile with carpet in the President's Office and Board Room. Ceilings
are acoustic tile throughout.

The exterior sash is aluminum and beat reducing glass is employed on the
court side elevations.

The building is bot water beated and fully air-conditioned.

BC Sugar Refinery, Limited
Vancouver, British Columbia

Architects, Semmens and Simpson
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The garden court
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Entrance foyer




Toronto Teachers’ College, Toronto, Ontario

Architects, Page & Steele

Landscape Architect, H. B. Dunington Grubb

Structural Engineers, Wallace, Carruthers & Associates Lid.
Mechanical Engineers, J. A. Norton & Co. Ltd.

General Contractors, Fried Construction Co. Ltd.

The reflecting pool

HUGH ROBERTSON-PANDA
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The main entrance

HUGH ROBERTSON-PANDA

The auditorium

The entrance front







The court
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The site is at Carlaw, Mortimer and Pape Avenues
immediately behind the old normal school. The
problem was to design a compact building on a
relatively small site in a built-up area with the
privacy and site amenities of a building ideally
located in more spacious surroundings. For this
reason, the architects decided to create a large in-
ternal landscaped and terraced court within the
building, similar in character to the old courts and
quadrangles of the university cities of Europe. The
success of this idea was well demonstrated during
the first autumn of its use in that it was used every
day as a sitting out area in the lunch period. On
one occasion it was floodlit at night for a large stu-
dent Hallowe'en party, an outside activity which
would otherwise have been impractical in this area,

The building accommodation is for 700 students
and includes 20 special classrooms, an anditorium
for 600, a double gymnasium, a large library, read-
ing rooms, cafeteria and common rooms for staff
and students and an administration area with a
small health centre.

The structure is framed in steel and has brick and
aluminum curtain walls. The ramp in the foyer,
which is extensively used, is built of reinforced
concrete and surfaced with corrugated rubber. The
pool is floodlit at night and comtains an abstract
steel sculpture cocooned in vinyl plastic. The court
is watered with a sprinkler system.

YONYd - NOSLHIBOH HOAH

The ramp
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Simpson-Sears Industrial Development
Etobicoke, Ontario

Architects and Engineers, Jobn B. Parkin Associates

General Contractors, Foundation Company of Canada Ltd.

HUGH ROBERTSON - PANDA

Simpson-Sears Limited acquired a site in Etobicoke bordered by Is-
lington Avenue and Malton Road at the Clover Leaf of the newly com-
| pleted Highway 401. With the CNR railroad along the south boun-
dary, immediate rail and road transport provided a very valuable centre
for the buge mail-order goods distribution.
The Warehouse of 417,000 square feet is of flat-slab reinforced con-
crete construction with 20'-0" ceiling height on the main floor which
\ is divided into three fire-isolated cells and a covered rail siding. Offices
are on the second floor as well as kitchen and cafeteria for 300.

The plant of Photo Engravers and Electrotypers Limited is sited across
the double-track external siding. This building houses all the offices as
well as the presses and special equipment and process rooms used in
most advanced colour sllustration and printing. Storage area, mainly
for paper, occupies about balf the main floor. An elevator carries ma-
terial direct from rail platform to basement press floor below.

The Power Plant is coal-fueled and produces steam both for heating
and printing process work. It forms a service core including water stor-
age tank for fire protection and electrical substation and bas provision
for increasing capacities to service a future soft goods annex and a
multi-storey office block. A fire escape from the equivalent fifth floor
above the coal hoppers is cantilevered from a wall face and provides a
focus of attention at this large scale by use of differently coloured por-
celain enamel panels on every landing, already a landmark on Malton
Road. An underground tunnel comnects to the warehouse basement and
is used for garbage disposal as well as carrying all service lines.
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HUGH ROBERTSON-PANDA

An effort was made to solve the problems of road and rail

cirewlation, allowance r-_f ,f;f(.rr’(rc' a.‘\.“rrm.’.\'fun and a _;;ur;;f .rh'tpuii-
tion of the buildings. The siting presenis a three sided court
type enclosure with considered integration of parts and relation
of volumes. Exterior materials were _J(I.'HE?‘J”J' restricted to
brick, painted steel or smooth concrete and steel industrial
sash, By consistency of form and details a unified group
emerges and will later be enhanced by the owner's program
of additional landscape planting.
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The Power Plant
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St. Anthony’s Church
Agassiz, British Columbia

Architects, Gardiner, Thornton, Gathe and Associates

Contractors, Built by day labour and subtrade consraces

NYIINd NAMATES

NYTINd NAMIES
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Church
— seats 230

Cost
— including all trades and furnishings, slightly over $20,000.

Construction
— concrete foundations and floor,
— reinforced concrete block piers, frame walls.
scissor trusses (@ 8 07 o.c. Cedar plank roof,
— beating: oil fired hot air, floor duct returns.
— lighting: fluorescent industrial fixtures between truss members,

an



VIEWPOINT

State your views on design control, i.e., the control by a proper-
ly appointed committee of experts (presumably architects) who
have the authority to pass on new buildings on important
streets.

Design control? Who will do it on what basis?

Our trends in architecture and city planning are fighting
their way up over a European crust. Actually, I do not think
there is a man knowing what our cities will be like even in the
near future: chances are that they will be rebuilt before the
final settlement of our culture. Design control would then be
making the crate for an unknown product.

So, I would advocate the soft pedal on design control: I
would suggest a board made up of rather young men; archi-
tects, city planners associated with a solid architectural eritic
(if there is such an animal),

First move: get more interest in beauty from politicians.
Second move: do not give important jobs to bad designers.

Paul Béland, Quebec

Design control for all buildings is desirable. Under ideal con-
ditions the design of all buildings would be entrusted to quali-
fied persons and no further control would generally be required.
When, as now, conspicuous construction proceeds without
qualified regard to design, more good than harm would arise
from subjecting all proposed buildings to some sort of scrutiny.
Where an attempt is made to make a street or a designated-
area the design unit, it seems obvious that individual owners
and architects, regardless of their competence and good in-

tentions, must of necessity submit to design restrictions.
J. F. Brennan, Toronto

An evident opportunity to create a magnificent street has been

missed again. The new widened Dorchester Street in Montreal

is growing a strungout fagade of car showrooms, taverns and

small apartments all jumbled together, one, two and three

stories high along a noble and very expensive swath of roadway.
Western fronts of Champs-Elysées!

The need for design control is obvious: but the solution of
the problem goes beyond the capacities of a committee of men
of good taste.

The big errors, say on Dorchester Street, are for town plan-
ners to solve matters of zoning legislation, height restrictions,
plus and minus, land use restrictions, etc.

The existing disorder is not superficial. Ideally, the functions
of such a committee should be included within the operation of
the town planning department of a city. Actually, however,
such a committee could do much right now in default of a
mature planning organization by tackling the problem in a
sense from the outside, and superficially to raise the thorny
questions and at every opportunity to keep them before the
municipal authorities.

Guy Desbarats, Montreal

It would be sad, indeed, if a profession that so jealously guards
its right to control its professional ethics from within should
have to admit that an external group of experts is necessary for
the control of architectural design. if good design is to be

£A

achieved. Surely good manners must be learned at home, It is
an unhappy family indeed that depends solely on the con-
straints of society to teach it good manners, whether or not
these constraints are administered by so called experts. So it is
with architects. If good design, born of good architectural man-
ners, is to be achieved, it will come as a result of a keen sense
of responsibility of the architect to society and a stringent self-
imposed discipline.

John B. Parkin, Toronto

Each time we are commissioned to design a building in a built
up area we are struck with the fact that we are more likely to
create greater confusion (westhetically) rather than to make a
contribution to the betterment of the overall urban scene.

For this reason architectural control in principle is, I believe,
needed, though it will not be easy to augment a body which of
necessity must have authority, yet must not stultify good de-
sign through dictatorial methods.

Buildings in themselves are not however the greatest offend-
ers against the urban visual scene. Control of publie utility com-
panies, civic authorities responsible for street furniture and
signs, as well as building owners and tenants who create chaos
with neon, is of prime importance.

If architects were to offer themselves to be disciplined, it
might have the salubrious effects of gaining more public sym-
pathy and hastening the control of the greater offenders.

Peter M. Thornton, Vancouver

Let us assume, for the sake of this discussion, that we are not
dealing with the problems of zoning, setbacks and building
lines, and let us worry about the effects of control on civic and
building design. I would like to propose three types of control,
not the only ones, but which I imagine to be fairly represent-
ative, and a last one which I believe to be a natural.

Control by the art-lover: to beautify our river front we must
import the Paris banks of the Seine to Montreal; and isn’t
Regent Street so much more dignified than Saint-Catherine
Street?

Control by the art-director: the City is a museum, the
streets an exhibition; his job is to set up exhibitions of art
objects; he just loves to shift paintings around (as he often is
himself!) to suit his whims, to prove a point.

Control by the strong man: his idea is to stroll along Les
Boulevards, admiring the great tree-lined perspectives and the
orderly fagades; happenings backstage must never be noticed
or acknowledged.

Now of course, between these types and the local “committee
of experts (presumably architects) who have the authority to
pass on new buildings on important streets”, there always lies
an infinite difference, but somehow I always feel and fear that
there may be some cousin who will link them.

Control by the citizen: Sherbrooke Street is not, I suppose,
the most beautiful street in my mind (or even in Montreal’s)
but I would be rather worried about its fate if, for instance,
any Montrealer were related to the Baron Haussman (except
myself, of course!) or for that matter, to any of the other afore-
mentioned experts. Civic design must be a mirror held up to
the City and to its citizens, come what may.

Charles Elliott Trudeau, Montreal
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NEWS FROM

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Annual Meeting of the Manitoba Association of Archi-
tects, University of Manitoba and the Royal Alexandra
Hotel, Winnipeg, April 28th, 1956.

88th Convention of the American Institute of Architects,
Hotel Biltmore, Los Angeles, California, May 15th to 18th,
1956.

Annual Meeting of the Nova Scotia Association of Archi-
tects, Halifax, May 18th, 1956.

Annual Meeting of the Engineering Institute of Canada,
Mount Royal Hotel. Montreal. May 23rd to 25th, 1956.

British Architects” Conference at Norwich, England, May
30th to June 2nd, 1956.

Annual Assembly of the RAIC, Banff Springs Hotel, Banff,
Alberta, June 6th to 10th, 1956,

MANITOBA

The problem of giving approval for material considered as
equivalent to those specified for a project is becoming in-
creasingly difficult with the number of new products available
today. Not only are large numbers of similar appearing prod-
ucts available for a given use, but quite frequently there are
totally different products submitted for approval, whose per-
formance meets the requirements although the materials are
physically not the same as those specified.

The problem is further complicated by the lack of an estab-
lished time during the tendering period for approval requests,
and inadequate test results and samples submitted with the
request.

Recently an MAA Sub-Committee reviewed this problem
and offered possible solutions. It was felt that the approval for
equivalents should be up to the individual architect rather than
to an equivalent’s committee due to differences in material
uses, but that a policy could be established with respect to
time and material for approvals. Approval requests submitted
in duplicate would enable the architect to retain a file copy
and return a st;unped copy conﬁrming acceptance or re]'ectioh
of the product in question. If specifications required approval
reports to be submitted four to five days prior to tender due
date, and stated definite requirements for samples and data
pertaining to materials, the architect would have sufficient
time to properly consider the products. In addition, compli-
cated materials and method changes requiring detailed in-
vestigation should be submitted by the contractor as an alter-
nate price, in order that they may be fully considered after the
close of tenders. This would keep the bidding on a proper com-
petitive basis and still enable the architect to take advantage
of any savings.

James E. Searle, Winnipeg

ONTARIO

Itis interesting to note that the predicted population for Metro-
politan Toronto in 1980 will be in excess of three million
people. To meet this growth it is inevitable that our picturesque
countryside will be transformed into large housing develop-

Eahriimew 10RL
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ments. To date, little inspiration may be realized from the
existing communities. Real Estate tycoons and speculative
builders have changed acres of land into a serambled assort-
ment of meaningless boxes. As long as the “quick turnover”
dominates esthetics and the essentials of good planning, there
is little hope for the betterment of such areas.

Our profession has shown a certain laxity to this movement.
We should be morally obligated to raise the standard of housing
our fellow men. We readily advise and control the environ-
ment for his place of education, business and entertainment,
but ecan we truthfully acknowledge the same for his home?
Those concerned with these communities should maintain a
professional standard — stringent yet void of regimentation.
The number of people participating matters little provided the
goal is a common one,

Mass living is from the outset monotonous and demoralizing.
If an area is properly planned and architecturally controlled
(to the completion of the project) the benefit will be shared
jointly by the original participants and the future dwellers.

There are several communities that deserve and rightly have
received public recognition. The education and influence of
these areas far outweighs the value of competitions for the
“ideal home”, the results of which in most cases are impractical,
restricting and beyond the average man’s income. Although
the land developers are aware of the tremendous influence their
neighbouring communities are creating, they are still forging
ahead with the bulldozer quite ignorant of the results they
should be achieving.

Let us do more than hope that the existing ills will be
remedied in the future.

John H. Bonnick, Toronto

AAA ANNUAL MEETING

The Alberta Association of Architects has just recently con-
cluded its Annual Assembly, which this year was held in Banff,
Alberta at the Banff School of Fine Arts.

The Annual Assembly, which was well attended, elected the
following officers of the Association for the year 1956: H. L.
Bouey, President; W. G. Milne, Ist Vice-President; D. G.
Forbes, 2nd Vice-President; J. B. Bell, Honorary Secretary;
G. R. Ascher, Honorary Treasurer. Council Members at large:
K. L. Bond, T. A. Groves, H. A. Henderson, |. McIntosh, K. C.
Stanley.

The Assembly took place immediately following the con-
clusion of Session "56 which was by way of a Refresher Course
for architects with Mr R. J. Neutra, well known American
architect, as its Director and lecturer. Mr Neutra stayed to
address the Alberta Architects’ Association at their Annual
Dinner. The subject of his address was “The Value of Session
'56 to Architects both here and abroad.”

REPORT ON SESSION ‘56

The New Year has started off with an architectural bang in Canada.
Session "56 at Banff, Alberta was a remarkable and resounding suc-
cess and its reverberations ought to be heard around Canada and
other parts of the world for a long time.

The Architectural Association of Alberta organized Session '56
as “an exploration of architectural ideals and new contemporary
approaches”; it was ably helped by its co-sponsor, the Department
of Extension of the University of Alberta. For more than a week,
thirty-five architects assembled in the Banff School of Fine Arts in
the Canadian Rockies to participate in panel discussions on various
aspects of architecture and its professional practices, and above all
to hear Richard J. Neutra who acted as Director of the entire course.

Session "56 grew out of a profound dissatisfaction with the con-
temporary practice of architecture by two energetic and enthusiastic



Alberta architects: Howard L. Bouey and Kelly C. Stanley, respec-
tively, Honorary Secretary and President of the Alberta Association.
The preliminary program circulated throughout North America,
stated that “Session ‘56 is conceived on the premise that all archi-
tects are students and in the hope that it will develop into an annual
assembly.” Its sponsors were particularly concerned with the fact
that “the practice of architecture under present day economic and
tm‘)mn]ugicul influences, to any but the most dedicated, tends to
produce an alienation within the architect from the ideals acquired
during his academic years.” It was meant to be a refresher course for
practitioners as well as a meeting ground for a co-operative search
and rediscovery for ideals of architectural design and greater oppor-
tunities for ind)ividun] creativity,

The dominating personality undoubtedly was Neutra, who brought
to Session "56 more than thirty years of professional experience and
a life-time of thought on the human problems of designing and
building for people. The Session was scheduled for more than a
week and closely organized around one topic per day. These sub-
jects were introduced at lcn%;th by Mr Neutra, and then taken up
for discussion by a panel of four architects. In the late afternoon of
each day, Mr Neutra summarized the discussion that had taken
place. The topics ranged over a variety of subjects and panel par-
ticipants were selected from among those who practise and those
who teach architecture. In the discussion of the first topie, “Old
Architecture and New Problems”, Mr Neutra was supported by
John Clayton and A. Minsos of the Alberta Association, and Pro-
fessor Herman, University of Washington, and Professor Acland
from University of British Columbia. The next day the panel con-
sisted of three practitioners, Bill Leithead, Vancouver; Max Bates,
Calgary; Joe Izumi, Regina; and the author, who developed the
theme, “The Architect and Society”. Then a welcome skiing and
sightseeing week-end intervened to adjust ones point of view to
mountains, sky and sun. On the following Monday: “The Architects’
Means and Methods”, after a brilliant introduction by Mr Neutra,
was handled by three well-known architects: Bob Berwick from
Vancouver, Ernie Smith from Winnipeg and Howard Bouey from
Edmonton,

The following day Professor Eric Arthur of the University of
Toronto and Professor Roy Sellors of Manitoba, shared the panel
on “Architects” Training” with Kelly Stanley and Don Bittorf, both
of Edmonton.

These panel discussions took up the bulk of the time and pre-
sented the framework for most of the stimulating discussion through-
out Session "56. Undoubtedly, however, the highlights were the
daily talks by Mr Neutra preceding the panel discussions and his
two illustrated lectures on current problems in architecture, with
reference to his own practice which ranges over the five continents.
Those monumental lectures, as well as the marathon discussions
during the week at Banff, revealed Mr Neutra as the outstanding
humanist in architectural practice today, with a profound concern
for the human problems in design and their satisfaction by the ar-
chitect. Through a life-time of building, he attempted to elicit all
conscious and many sub-conscious needs of the client as the basis
for his design; apparently he has developed a remarkable skill in
ferreting out information which to many practitioners remains locked
up in their client’s inability to express in words intimate human
needs and profound aspiration. Mr Neutra’s major concern, in order
to understand his clients better and satisfy their needs fully in his
buildings, is with the Physiology of Man. Throughout the Banff
discussions, Mr Neutra argued that one of the great untapped re-
sources of knowing more about people and their needs as a basis
for architectural design lies in understanding and reckoning with
their physiological responses to their environment. Mr Neutra em-
phasized that the concern of the practising architect was less with
material things than with his ability to understand human beings
fully, engage their co-operation to resolve their environmental needs
and translate them into buildings. In innumerable examples he
demonstrated the value of his physiological approach to design.
Man to Mr Neutra is a complex interrelationship of psychological
and physiological reactions to his environment, and unless these are
consciously recognized and made the basis of design, the building
will fail and not permit the client to lead a better and happier life
in it. Even the most recalcitrant client seems to be able to under-
stand an architect’s solution to his building needs once they have
been discussed in physiological terms; usually he begins to see the
deeper and profoundly human satisfactions to be derived from the
architect’s solution.

Throughout the discussions his recently published “Survival
Through Design™ was referred to, and towards the end of the meet-
ing Mr Neutra developed in some detail the chapter dealing with
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space and space relations, with great wit to the enjoyment of all.
Perhaps the most provocative thoughts were contributed by Mr
Neutra to the discussion on Architectural Education. He recognized
two categories of architectural education: one, based on an idol
teacher such as Mies van der Rohe at IIT, or until recently Walter
Gropius at Harvard; the other, based on the broad teachings of a
variety of architectural practitioners and thinkers such as Dean Wur-

INeutra, Richard J: Survival Thmugh Design, New York, Oxford
University Press, 1954,

Professor Eric Arthur
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ster developed at MIT, or now at California. To some extent the
latter method is being followed by most of the Canadian Schools of
Architecture. Here the student is exposed to a variety of points of
view, sometimes even conflicting ones, and expected to use his own
judgement in developing a personal architectural conviction. Mr
Neutra contended that the second approach presenting the student
with a multiplicity of architectural theories, tends to create uncer-
tainty in the students and leads to confusion which hampers the
learning process. He maintained that the confidence of the student
in his teacher is essential, particularly under the fast changin;
technological conditions. Again, referring to the psychological an
physiological basis of architectural practice, Mr Neutra suggested
that a filial relation between student and teacher promotes this
confidence and develops profound sympathy and admiration for
teacher and teachings. In his own office he found that students with
the rigid training under Mies at IIT fitted in more easily with his
own practice than those trained under a broadly oriented curricu-
lum. Apparently they had learned to accept a discipline and were
able to subordinate their own personality to the process and progress
of architectural work in an office; thereby they grew into and de-
veloped as a member of a team.

Extra curricula activities were many and varied; Mrs Dionne
Neutra sang and accompanied herself handsomely on the piano, and
later on the cello; her native Swiss folksongs, in particular were a
delight. One evening Professor Acland amused all with enthusiastic
comments and solemn asides on ‘the New Mannerism in Architec-
ture’ (or was it the New Baroque?), assisted by magnificent slides of
buildings ranging from Italy to Spain via Mexico to Japan. The
author helped pass another evening with slides and discussion on
recent progress of architecture and urban planning in Scandinavia
and England.

The setting of Session "56 undoubtedly contributed to its success.
The contrapuntal scale of Mount Rundle to Mount Norquay, or
Cascade Mountain to Tunnel Mountain, gave the discussions a
heroic setting lending emphasis to Neutra's insistence upon the
physiological basis for design. The sun was kind and provided fine
weather for skiing and skating; tobogganing and curling amused
others; in fact, the celtic fringe of the architectural profession staged
a heated East-West contest with the Albertans posing as Eastern
curlers. Fortunately, no broken bones, no wrenched knees, in fact
hardly any crisis occurred, except perhaps being on time for break-
fast or the early morning sessions after “a long night before”.

An informal banquet, complete with a rousing skit, concluded
the meeting. All the proceedings were tape recorded (including,
one is told, the skit, for future RAIC convention guidance) and will
be published after some editing. It ought to be a valuable record
of a very stimulating meeting where some Canadian architects and
teachers were able to spend a memorable week in the presence of
a great man, exploring the frontiers of architectural practice and its
education. It is hoped that this will have been the first of an annual
event and that Session 57 will continue this new and lively Canadian
tradition.

H. Peter Oberlander

AIBC ANNUAL MEETING

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia Annual Meet-
ing was held recently and the following report has been
received :

John Lovatt Davies was elected President for the second con-
secutive year and Clive D. Campbell was elected Vice-Presi-
dent. Council Members for 1956 are Keith B. Davison, Fred
Lasserre (government representative on the Council), Murray
S. Polson, C. E. Pratt, Robert S. Siddall.

A key feature of the conference was a seminar on “What's
next in Home Design?”. Warnett Kennedy was moderator.

Among the resolutions approved in business sessions were :

That the AIBC request University of British Columbia
officials to erect a building on the university campus to house
the School of Architecture;

That the Institute Council explore with the BC Association

of Professional Engineers the possibility of establishing a

joint board of ethics and take action to set up such a board;

That the ATBC annual meeting be conducted in future for
a minimum of two full days; and

That in the case of a temporary BC license being granted
to architects elsewhere, that the amount of fees and collab-
oration with local architects be recommended by the AIBC

Council on an individual basis and that this entire matter of
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collaboration by local architects be taken under considera-

tion by the RAIC Council.

RAIC President A. J. C. Paine in a wire to the Annual Meet-
ing, expressed regret at being unable to attend, but hoped he
would meet most BC architects at the RAIC Annual Meeting
at Banff in June, 1956.

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT OVERSEAS AWARDS

The Royal Society of Canada administers awards in the Arts,
Letters and Sciences. Fellowships of $4,000 and Scholarships
of $2,000 are available, tenable in France and the Netherlands,
for students with MA or equivalent proceeding to a higher
degree. Application forms and full information may be obtained
from the Awards Committee, The Royal Society of Canada,
National Research Building, Ottawa 2, Ontario. Applications
must be received in Ottawa not later than April 1st, 1956.

NOTICE OF PARTNERSHIP

Murray D. Rhynas has entered into partnership with Earle L.
Sheppard. The firm will practise under the style of Earle L.
Sheppard & Rhynas, Architects, at 25 Adelaide West, Toronto,
Ontario.

SEASONAL UNEMPLOYMENT UNDER ATTACK

A fresh and determined attack is being made on an old Canadian
problem —seasonal unemployment. Government at all levels, labour,
industry and individuals have banded together for this attack, which
already shows signs of developing into a steady advance.

Seasonal unemployment represents a terrific loss each year. It has
been estimated that in past years there have been more than 250,000
workers seasonally unemployed each winter in Canada, representing
an annual loss in wages and purchasing power of some 150 million
dollars. In recent years the amount of unemployment insurance paid
out in the five winter months has been close to 100 million do!
each year. It is in the interests of everyone to reduce this serious
drain on the prosperity and purchasing power of the nation.

It is realized that our climate will always slow down or stop entire-
ly some activities but we must not let that realization prevent us
gom doing everything we can about others wherever possible. The
industry which puts more people on the unemployed list each winter
in Canada than any other is construction. Last winter, when unem-
ployment was at its worst, 165,000, or nearly one-third of all male
applications for employment on hand at National Employment Ser-
vice offices, were made by skilled and unskilled construction workers.
In August the proportion was only one-sixth.

The Federal Government has been giving intensive consideration
to seasonal unemployment for some years. A critical examination of
the nature and extent of the problem was first made, followed by a
study of practical steps which might be taken to cope with it on
all levels of government, by industries, employers, architects, unions
and the general public. All the national organizations which could
be of assistance co-operated in this study. As one result of the study
a directive was recently issued to all federal departments and agen-
cies instructing them to arrange government spending programs in
such a way that the maximum amount of employment will be created
in the winter months. The portions of the directive which apply to
construction work are quoted below:

Buildings and Other Public Projects

Government departments and agencies are to arrange their
construction programs so that plans and specifications, tender
calls, contract awards, and the various stages of actual construc-
tion will be timed to provide the maximum amount of winter
work for the construction trades.

The implementation of this objective will require careful atten-
tion to the development of plans, scheduling of work and provi-
sion of adequate engineering, drafting, architectural and related
services, both in originating departments and agencies and in
those responsible for the actual construction activities.

As a general practice, departments and agencies, when issuing
tender calls for buildings and other projects on which work is to
be carried on during the winter months, are to indicate the period
of time within which the work is to be completed following the
date the contract is awarded, that winter work is to be performed,
and that the successful tenderer will be required to submit a sat-
isfactory work schedule, Moreover, contracts which apply to pro-
jects involving winter work are to contain a provision requiring
that winter work be undertaken continuously when in the opinion
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of the department or agency awarding the contract such work is
feasible and can be carried out in accordance with the conditions
of the ontract,

Alterations, Repairs and Maintenance

Alterations and repairs on buildings, houses and equipment
owned by government agencies will be planned so as to be car-
ried out as far as practicable during the winter months, Certain
types of repairs and alterations required on short notice may
need to be done at other seasons but most work in these cate-
%urics is to be planned so that it can be undertaken during the
our winter months, December to March inclusive. Similarly,
maintenance programs should be concentrated during the winter
months, except in cases of urgency and where the work, by its
nature, must be done at other times of the year.

Provincial governments are taking a keener interest in winter
employment and some of them, as architects are well aware, have
developed concrete plans for providing more winter work. Municipal
governments are showing an awareness of the problem. The recent
annual meeting of the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities was
addressed by the Minister of Public Works on winter employment.
A discussion on the same subject will be held at the forthcoming
annual meeting of the Union of New Brunswick Municipalities. The
Canadian Federation of Mayors and Municipalities proposes to pub-
lish in its magazine some articles stressing the necessity of providing
more winter work.

Quite recently, the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada was
represented by Mr C. J. G. Carroll at a meeting of representatives of
allptlle national organizations closely concerned with construction
work. That group decided to establish an advisory council of the
construction industry on winter employment. Mr Raymond Brunet,
a past president of the Canadian Construction Association, has ac-
cepted the chairmanship. All concerned will be kept informed of the
future activities of this group.

The Federal Government has no intention of relaxing its efforts
now that a good start has been made. The necessity 0% iroﬁding
more winter jobs will be kept prominently before the public. The
Minister of Labour has written about this to all employers with fifty
or more employees and to service clubs and women’s organizations.
He is arranging radio broadcasts by stations from coast to coast and
having printed for wide distribution, bulletins which urge people to
have as much as possible of their construction and other work done
during the winter. The National Research Council will soon issue a
pamphlet dealing with winter building. In addition, there are one
Lu.n red and fifty-four local advisory committees sponsored by the
National Employment Service which are working hard in their com-
munities to promote winter employment. They are receiving a great
deal of assistance, co-operation and publicity at the local level.

Architects reading this may by now be wondering what remains
for them to do when so much is being done already. The answer is
that too much can never be done. There is a feeling on the part of
many people that buildings constructed in winter are not as good as
those constructed in summer. We all know that much construction
work can be done effectively and economically in winter and that all
operations, with the exception of Imcic&ﬁilin[i', of soil and exterior
painting, can be carried on in winter if properly planned and neces-
sary precautions have been taken. The architect is in a position to
educate the public away from the traditional idea that buildings must
always be started in the spring. Something has been accomplished
in recent years due to the necessity of handling the tremendous vol-
ume of governmental, commercial and residential construction, but
much remains to be done. It is recommended that architects seize
every opportunity of influencing people to arrange their jobs so as
to provide more winter work whenever this can be done without
affecting adversely the interests of their clients.
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CONTRIBUTOR TO THIS ISSUE
Irving Grossman was born in Toronto in 1926. He grad-
uated University of Toronto in 1950 as a Pilkington
Scholar. Worked in London, England for three years with
Maxwell Fry and Jane Drew, and in the Housing Division
of the London County Council. Travelled durin g this time
throughout Europe and the Near East.

Mr Grossman started private practice in Toronto in
1953. Instructor in design at the University of Toronto in
1954, and at the present time.

COVER
The cover was designed by Mr Paul Arthur, Assistant
Editor of Graphis, Zurich, Switzerland.

BOOK REVIEW

Rmeau waTerway by R. F. Legget. Published by the Uni-
versity of Toronto Press. Price $5.00.

Many years ago, 1 decided to write a book about the Rideau
Canal. It is, therefore, with mixed feelings that I see that
Robert Legget has beaten me to the tape. He is to be con-
gratulated on doing a fine, thorough piece of work. A tre-
mendous amount of research has gone into the book; the
bibliography is excellent and even the photographs are by the
author. Perhaps the very thoroughness of the research takes
away a little from the Rideau as a great and moving story of
pioneer development, but that may be a captious criticism. The
definitive work on the Rideau Canal has been written, and 1

shall value my copy.
Erie Arthur

O CaANaADA

Journal RAIC



