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EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
1llcide Cha·usse, Architect 

The New Empress Theatre, Montreal 

A NEW and strikingly conceived theatre has 
recently been opened in Montreal at the 
south-west corner of Sherbrooke Street and 

Old Orchard Avenue. This place of amusement, 
which is a combined motion-picture house and 
theatre, is executed in Egyptian style. It contains 
many features, both in design and construction, 
that are most unusual, and is probably the first 
theatre of its kind erected in Canada. 

The Egyptian atmosphere of the building is not 
merely a matter of interior decoration, but also 
extends to the architectural treatment, both in the 
interior and exterior of the theatre. The front, 
which is of cast stone, is carved and inspired from 
Egyptian freizes, ornaments, etc., while the door­
ways and windows are cut in characteristic fashion 
and ornamented with scarabs, winged discs, etc. 

Within the auditorium the theatre has the effect 
of a court of an Egyptian palace. On the upper 
walls there is a series of painted panels of views 

on the River Nile, framed in pillars as though 
glimpsed from a building on its banks. The blue 
which predominates in these panels is repeated in 
the domed cerulean ceiling, studded with the pale 
stars of early evening. The ceiling beneath the 
balcony and the lower part of the walls are finished 
in rough plaster and are ornamented in scenes of 
an Egyptian feast with conventional designs from 
old temples, beautiful not only in virtue of their 
line, but of the warm, rich blues and reds and 
the gleaming silver and gold in which they have 
been painted. 

On either side of the stage there is a life-size 
figure of a native girl, her black hair bound in 
fillets, and carrying a vase which she tips towards 
a gaily splashing fountain. Above these fountains 
are two plaster grill-work enclosures with lotus 
designs, painted in blue, gold and silver. These 
enclosures screen the theatre's organ pipes. The 
stage has a large proscenium arch flanked by 
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LONGITUDINAL SECTION-EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
Alcide Chausse, Architect 

GROUND FLOOR PLAN-EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
Alcide Chausse , Architect 
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WEST WALL, FROM BALCONY- EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
Alcide Chausse, Architect 

AUDITORIUM, FROM STAGE- EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
Alcide Chausse, Architect 
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PROSCENIUM ARC H AN D ASBESTOS CURTAIN-EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
.-1lcide Chausse, Architect 

REST ROOM ON MEZZANINE FLOOR, SHOWING FIREPLACE- EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
Alcide Chausse, Architect 
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Egyptian pillars and topped by a colorful freize. 
The asbestos curtain has a lso been painted to 
give an illusion of a continuation of the court in 
an Egyptian palace. The courtyard on the cur­
tain appears to extend into the distance, with its 
columns reaching up against the blue sky and the 
sun casting their shadows across the tiled marble 
floor. 

On the mezzanine floor there is a rest room with 
a rather striking fireplace painted to symbolize the 
ancient rite of tending the sacred fires. The walls 
of the rest room are painted to give the impression 
of hanging drapes. The floor tiles in this room, 

as well as those in the entrance lobby , were im­
ported from Belgium. 

The theatre has a seating capacity of 1,550 a nd 
has been designed so as to provide a clear view of 
the stage from every seat, both in the orchestra 
and balcony. It is of reinforced concrete con­
struction and is fireproof throughout. Its con­
struction embodies the most modern improve­
ments in theatre design and includes an efficient 
ventilating system. 

The theatre was designed by Mr. Alcide Chausse, 
Architect, of Montreal, for the Confederation 
Amusements Limited. 

FOUNTAIN AND PART OF STAGE-EMPRESS THEATRE, MONTREAL 
Alcide Chausse, Architect 



ROYAL INSURANCE CO. BUILDING. NEW YORK 
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(Awarded First Prize b}' The Downtown League of New York as the best building erected in 1927, in Lowe-r Manhattan.) 

Page 397. The Journal, Roya.l ArcMtectural Institute of Canada, November, 1928. 



ELEVATOR HALL, FIRST FLOOR, ROYAL INSURANCE CO., NEW YORK 
Starrett and Van Vleck, Architects 
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RESIDENCE OF E. H. BIRD. ESQ., VICTORIA 
P. Leonard James, Architect 

Page 401. The Journal, Royal A rchitectural Institute of Canada, November, 1928 



LIBRARY, RESIDENCE OF MRS. B. T. ROGERS, VANCOUVER 
Bernard C. Palmer, L.R.l.B.A .. , Architect 

Page 403. The Journal , Royal Architectural I nstitute of Canada, November, 1928 
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COUNTRY BU:-IGALOW OF NOR\1 .<\.N A. YARROW, ES;J., SANNICH 
S. Maclure, Architect 

Development of Domestic Architecture JI.n British Columlbia 
By BERNARD c. PALMER , L.R.I.B .A. 

(See also plates pages 401 &t 403) 

WH EN considering the domestic work of 
British Columbia it is well to bear in 
mind that very few years have elapsed 

since t he greater pa rt of the country was covered 
with a dense forest growth of massive Douglas 
firs, ceda rs, hemlocks, spruce, etc., and the on ly 
homes, if they may be so termed , were of the rou ..,.h 
shack, a nd log-cabin type, except, of course, the 
t rading posts of t he North-West and Hudson 's 
Bay Companies, which were built in various widely 
separated pa rts of the Province . 

In t he vear 1843 Fort Victoria on Vancouver 
Island wa"s built to accwnmodate Hudson Bay 
farmers and settlers transferred fro'TI Fort Van­
couver on the Colu'llbia River , in t he State of 
Washington. Some of these fortified trading posts 
have not been entirely obliterated . A very inter· 
esting reminder of the strenuous times of the early 
settlers is to be seen in the town of Nanaimo, 
where one of the bastions of the old fort rema ins 
in r-ood preservation. 

The discovery of coal in 1850 was practically 
the birth of Nanaimo. The city of Victoria was 

founded in the year 1852 and New Westminster 
in 1859. These a re t he oldest principa l towns; 
Vancouver was not properly cha rtered until the 
year 1886 . It is difficult to rea lize that only 
42 years ago , the little settlement known as Gran­
ville, the predecessor of the modern city of Van­
couver , was completely wiped out by a great 
forest fire, and t hat the present city has been 
entirely built since that time . 

The process of development from shack a nd 
log- cabin to plain fra me houses, and on to the 
more pretentious, but in the majority of cases 
wJy buildings com'llonly referred to as "mill-cut 
houses," was practically the same in a ll the towns. 
These increased in size and importance but most 
of the houses were badly planned. A verandah 
see'lls to have been universally demanded re ; ard­
less of view or aspect, as they are to be foun -1 on 
the north, south , east or west sides of m::Jst of 
the buildings; in nu'11erous cases they m erely 
add to the gloo'Tiiness of many a dull and un­
interesting roo'll. Most of the interior woo::lwork 
was exceptiona lly heavy and clumsy, and the 
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COUNTRY RESIDENCE OF HON. W. C. N ICHOL, V ICT OR IA 
S. 1\!faclw·e, Arch-itect. 

BUNGALOW OF MRS. MARSH , OAK BAY 
S. M aclure, Architect 
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exteriors overdone with fantastic ornament. This 
type of house was not confined to British Columbia 
alone, and is very familiar to all of us. Fortu­
nately, this being a very early development, they 
were mostly built close in to the centre of the 
towns and have very largely been demolished to 
give place to commercial buildings. 

Scattered amongst these mill-cut homes, how­
ever, are many that are ,fairly proportioned, plain 
and solid looking, that tend to sober clown their 
neighbours. 

At the time the above-mentioned type of house 
was being built a few architects were beginning to 
practice, principally in Victoria, New Westminster 
and Vancouver , and in a very short time the 
fruits of their labours were very evident. These 
early architects had great difficulties to contend 
with, skilled labour and good building materials 
were very difficult to obtain, and the mills were 
very poorly equipped to turn out anything, other 
than the ordinary stock stuff. Owing to transpor­
tation difficulties nearly everything was executed 
from · local materials, but with all their difficulties 
some very good results were obtained. 

By the year 1909 many really fine homes were 
built, most noticeably in Victoria. Conditions 
had changed, much building material being im­
ported from other parts of Canada, England and 
the United States, good mechanics were far more 
plentiful, the mills were better equipped and 
progress was evident. The excellent local building 
materials were still very largely drawn on, rock­
faced granite being frequently used as a veneer 
8 inches to 10 inches thick for the lower stories, 
or perhaps wide cedar clap boarding, the upper 
walls being finished with stucco and half-timbering, 

or shingles. Occasionally, rough-sawn cedar boards 
up to 12 inches or 16 inches in width were substi­
tuted for stucco between the timbers, and being 
stained a lighter shade, very artistic results were 
obtained. 

Previously, the basements were not dug very 
deeply and as nearly all the houses had basements 
under the entire first floor, the houses had a very 
stilted appearance. No doubt this was mostly 
done to save expense, but at this time it became 
more the custom to put the basement deeper i11to 
the ground, which added . v~ry materially . to the 
appearance of the buildings . 

Douglas fir and red cedar were used mostly for 
the interior finish. These woods are obtained in 
very large scantlings, 2-inch cedar planks up to 
36 inches wide having been used for solid dados 
in some old houses. The floors were mostly of 
edge-grained fir, but the principal rooms had oak 
or other imported hard wood. Frequently, the 
mantels, newel posts and ba lusters were sparingly 
inlaid with holly and ebony. 

The cost of building at this time was ridiculously 
low in comparison with modern prices, and prob­
ably accounts for the more spacious planning of 
these homes. 

About 1910 stucco became very popular for 
exterior walls, galvanized iron or cedar lath being 
used to receive the base coat, the finish invariably 
being "pebble dash." By the commencement of 
the Great War in 1914 there were numbers of fine 
residences built of various styles, many of the 
more pleasing being designed in a modified form 
of the English half -timbered country house. 

Considerable work was delayed until after the 
war owing to high prices, difficulty in getting mate-

RESIDENCE OF P. S. LAMPMAN, ESQ., VICTORIA 
P. Leonard James , Architect_ 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN, RESIDENCE OF W. A. AKHURST, ESQ., VANCOUVER 
Townley & Matheson, Architects 

RESIDENCE OF W . A. AKHURST, ESQ. , VANCOUVER 

Townly & Matheson, Architects 
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RESIDENCE OF R. L. REID, ESQ., UN IVERSITY HILL 
Shar]J (~ Thompson, Architects 

RESIDENCE OF MRS. WYMAN, VANCOUVER 
Sharp & Thompson, Architects 

409 



410 THE JOURNAL, ROYAL ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF CANADA 

Ml-CONY 

SECOND FLOOR, RESIDENCE OF MRS. MASSY GOOLDEN, V.-\NCOUVER 
Bernard C. Palmer, L .R.I.B. ,1., .4.rchitect 

fAVLD TLUACL 

GROUND FLOOR, RESIDENCE OF MRS. MASSY GOOLDEN, VANCOUVER 
Bernard C. Palmer, L.R.I.B .. 4., .4rchitect 
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HALL, RESIDE~CE OF MRS. MASSY GOOLDEN, VANCOUVER 
Bernard C. Palmer, L.R.I .B.A., Architect 
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DRAWING ROOM , RESIDENCE OF MRS. MASSY GOOLDEN, VANCOUVER 
Bernard C. Palmer, L.R.I.B.A ., Architect 

rials, scarcity of good mecha nics, and owin g to 
t he fact t hat manv of the architects and their 
clients were occup~ed overseas. More recently, 
however , home building has made steady progress, 
starting very slowly for the first few years with 
sma ll houses mostly of the usual nondescript type, 
put up by speculative builders, very few being 
designed by a rchitects . Many people who wished 
for something better, but thought they would 
save money by dispensing with t he a rchitect's 
fees, devoured dozens of " bungalow books," a nd 
when they thought these were properly digested, 
instructed their builders as to the plan a nd style 
of house they desired. The results in some cases 
were possibly sat isfactory to t he owner, but few 
of them very pleasing to the trained observe r . 

With a view to counteracting such cases t here 
has been formed a n Architects' Small House 
Bureau, which enables home builders to ma ke a 
selection from a wide choice of designs, and pur­
chase plans a nd specifications, a ll of which are 
prepared by British Columbia architects. It is 
hoped that this will help to create a greater desire 
a mongst those with moderate mea ns for a more 
artistic home, and tend to better the a ppea ra nce 
of some of our suburban residential districts . 

As the cost of materials and la bour became more 
stabilized, building was more regular, and during 
the last few years homes have been multiplying 

very rapidly on a ll sides a nd extending fa rther 
into t he country. 

At t he present t ime there a ppears to be a greater 
desire for artistic homes than previously. This is 
probably due in part (parti cula rl y a mongst t he 
owners of sma ll houses) to the tremendous increase 
in the circulation of the many types of a rtistic 
magazines. There is no doubt these publications 
have greatly improved within the last few years. 

It is now fa r more customary for the client to 
consult his a rchitect before finally purchasin g the 
property on which he wishes to build, a nd to dis­
cuss the proper location of the house in relation 
to v iews, contours, la ndscaping a nd other matters, 
before the pla ns are worked out. This, of course, 
is a ll as it should be, a nd is often the means of 
saving the client unnecessary expense. The plan 
is t hen discussed, a nd usua lly a preference given 
for the style of the exterior, and a n approximate 
idea of the amount t he client wishes to expend 
on the building. This is a fair. preliminary a nd 
t he a rchitect is then in a position to give satis­
factory results. 

La rge and sma ll residences are now being 
planned in a much better and more economical 
manner than was the case a few years ago. The 
difficulty in the West of obtaining domestic help 
other than Oriental (which is less favoured now 
than in the past ), is no doubt partly responsible 
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DINING ROOM , RESIDENCE OF MRS. B. T. ROGERS, VANCOUVER 
Bernard C. Palmer, L.R .I.B.A. , Architect 

HALL, RESIDENCE OF MRS. F . R . HARRISON, VANCOUVER 
B ernard C. Palmer, L .R .I.B. A ., Architect 
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for the more compact a rra ngement of houses of 
moderate size where the ownt>r assists in some of 
the household dut ies. 

In houses of seven or eight rooms, t he kitchen 
is now usuall y fitted up with cabinets a nd other 
requirements, dispensing with the pantry, and 
frequent ly a recess is made off the kitchen fitted 
with table a nd seats to serve as small brea kfast 
room. The living room is usua lly quite large in 
compa riw n with other rooms, a nd this,. w~th a 
sma ll ha ll , a re the ma in features of the house. 

With the la rger houses, t he cost not being so 
restricted, greater var ie ty of plan is observed , each 
being a problem to be worked out in relation to 
the owners stipulated requirements, conditions of 
the site , etc. The hot-water heating system is 
now usua lly operated by oi l burners, the domestic 
hot-water supply heated by electricity or gas a nd, 
in some of t he larger ones, by oil burners. 

E lectricity is used for operating washing and 
ironin g machines a nd other labo ur-saving devices. 
With these modern changes the basement is no 
longer begrimed with dust and dirt and is avail­
able for other uses, such as play rooms, etc. The 
garage is frequently attached to the house, form­
ing a low wing instead of being a n isola ted part 
of the whole scheme, a nd is often a means of adding 
to the appearance of the genera l grouping. 

There is a marked improvement of late years 
in the design and finish of the interiors. A much 
grea ter refinement of mouldings is evident, the 

trim not so heavy, mantel s more carefully designed , 
enamel more extensively used, compo and orna­
menta l plaster very carefull y ha ndled . All these 
were previously heavy and frequentl y anything 
but refined . Texture a nd colour are now being 
m ore carefully studied in relation to wall surfaces. 

For the finer homes oak is used frequently for 
panelling, staircases, etc., t he beautiful silver 
gra in of J apanese oak making this wood much 
desired for panelling. Southern reel gum , walnut 
a nd other figured wood is a lso being used , a nd 
where fine mouldings, ma ntels, etc., a re to be 
finished with enamel there is probably no better 
wood obtaina ble than the local yellow ceda r which 
is so easily worked and gives the cleanest cut 
mouldings. 

Stucco is being used very extensively as a n 
exterior fini sh to all types of houses. There are 
now firms specia lizing in the manufacture of 
coloured stucco finishes for the overcoating. Vari­
ous textures are used and much of this work is 
excellent, but some is the very reverse . Many 
a house is entirely spoilt by insufficient taste being 
exercised in the rendering a nd colouring of this 
material. 

It is the custom to refer to most buildings as of 
some particular a rchitectura l style , such as 
Colonia l, Tudor , Spanish, Ita lian , etc., but al­
though there a re proba bly few , a t any rate in 
British Columbia , that can be accurately desig­
nated in that way, there should be no serious 

HALL, RESIDENCE OF B. W. FLECK, ESQ. , VANCOUVER 
Honeyman & Curti.s, Architects 
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RESIDENCE OF HUGH FERGUSON, ESQ., VICTORIA 
H nbert Savage, Architect 

LIVING ROOM, RESIDENCE OF HUGH FERGUSON, ESQ., VICTORIA 
Hubert Savage, Architect 
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objection taken provided there is no gross mixture 
of styles and a harmonious whole is obtained. 
This is in reference to domestic work only. Purity 
of style is presumably far more important in 
public or la rge commercial buildings tha n private 
residences. 

The domestic work of the Southern Pacific 
coast seems to be adapted very largely from the 
Spanish and the old low adobe houses, and well 
suits the country where there is so much sunlight 
and shadow. As one comes further north there 
are numbers of houses designed more after the 
English half-timbered country house and the 
Colonial styles, and on reaching British Columbia, 
the two latter types far outnumber others. 

Although there is an abundance of sunshine in 
British Columbia there are in winter many rainy 
days, and as the majority of houses are of frame 
construction and as much stucco is used, the Cali­
fornian type of house seems hardly as suitable as 
buildings well protected with overhanging roofs. 

There are parts of British Columbia very 
strongly resembling Switzerland and it is inter­
esting to find houses designed in the style of the 
Swiss chalet, but as previously mentioned , there 
seems to be little that is following very closely the 
old traditions. 

In British Columbia where so much of the 
country is rugged and wild, so totally different 

from the quiet, pastoral scenery of England and 
elsewhere, the great things to be striven for are 
to make the house fit and blend in with the site 
and surrounding scenery, to make it have the 
appearance of always having been there, not 
bought and placed there, to be restful above all 
things if it is to be a real home. One should not 
feel tied too strictly to precedent in designing, 
but free to use one's own efforts to give the de­
sired dignity, balance , and charm. 

There is another type of house, the "ranch 
house," a combination of country and farm house. 
There is a number of these in the upper country. 
They are of no particular style, but of a very 
pleasing a nd hospitable appearance, with large, 
spreading verandahs. The walls and roofs are 
usually covered with long, split cedar shakes, and 
the massive chimneys built with split granite. 
The buildings are low and rambling and blend in 
wonderfully with the country side. 

The various photographs illustrated give one a 
much better idea of the class of residence being 
built in British Columbia than can be gained by 
any written description. The majority of these 
have been built in and around Vancouver and 
Victoria. In many cases, the photographs do not 
give a fair idea of the general effect obtained by 
beautiful, natural surroundings and landscaping, 
which add so materially to the finished work. 

STAIRHALL IN VANCOUVER RESIDENCE 
W. F. Gardn~r, Architect 
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ZONING 
From a paper read at the recent convention in London, Ontario, of the Town Planning 
Institute of Canada by J. M. Kitchen, Honorary Secretary-Treasurer of that body. 

ZONING is, or should be, the application of 
common sense and fairness, as exemplified 
in public regulations, to the use of private 

real estate. Its enforcement should be applied to 
the conditions under which structures may be 
permitted, with a degree of equity limited only by 
practicability, and should result in the provision 
of such protection and liberty as are essential in 
each particular district or neighbourhood so re­
gulated. 

In zoning, the segregation of structures ex­
clusively devoted to housing within particular 
zones should have regard not only to the safety 
cand physical welfare of the occupants thereof, 
but also to the preservation of environmental 
onditions and the concurrent maintenance o 

property values. 
Structures exclusively devoted to housing may 

be, in a broad sense, segregated into two major 
classifications, i.e., single family dwellings, de­
tached, having independent exterior walls and de­
signed or used exclusively for residential purposes 
by not more than one person or family, usually. 
though not invariably, the owner, and, multiple 
dwellings ranging from the semi-detached or 
duplex residence to the apartment house, some 
part or parts of which are let out in one or more 
self-contained housekeeping units. 

The creation of zones regulated for the exclusive 
use and erection of single family dwellings is pre­
dicated on the basis of the preservation of, or the 
provision of, opportunity to present and prospec­
tive home owners of limited investing capacity 
(speculative possibly, but within reasonable 
bounds), with a view to the preservation of 
amenities and investments of this character. 

Any increase in the number of permissible house_ 
keeping units in a structure within such a zone 
entails the entry of the promiscuous tenant­
occupant, which invites a loosening up in the 
standards demanded of occupants generally, and 
tends to drive out the resident-owner with the 
consequent loss of direct owner-interest in the 
preservation of the best environment-an interest 
not to be found with nor expected from the tenant­
occupant. 

Again, any such relaxation of regulation opens 
up immediately inducement to purely speculative 
investment within an area, the amenities of 
which have been or may be created and fostered 
by home-owning interests, and such as should not 
under any circumstances be capitalized in a purely 
speculative sense. 

In London, the proposed zoning by-law makes no 
provision for the segregation of structures of purely 

single family nature . Why partial control in view 
of the fact that the single family area will be 
demanded by a certain section of the community 
in any case? This demand will be met, if not 
directly, then indirectly through the real estate 
operator by the medium of the private deed and 
at the cost of the section referred to. 

Again, there has been suggestion that multiple 
dwellings, converted from existing single family 
residences, be permitted within areas where the 
general development is contrary and superior 
thereto, the justification for which has been pre­
dicated on the ground that where there now exists 
a large family residence, usually situated within 
extensive grounds, such residence might more 
economically be reconstructed to contain multiple 
housekeeping units. Structural limitations in 
the reconstruction of the majority of such single 
family residences result usually in the creation of 
a type of dwelling unit out of harmony with the 
prevailing neighbourhood development and not 
worthy of encouragement therein. The non­
permissibility of such reconstructions will, on the 
other hand retard any creation of what virtually 
amounts to apartment houses from structures 
fundamentally not suited for such use and will 
foster the development of duplex and apartment 
houses of proper type in their proper environment, 
whilst protecting the apartment house investments 
now existing and contemplated. 

Large residences now existing within single 
family residence areas have, almost without excep­
tion, been in existence for a period of such length 
as to have paid for themselves, or, at least, to an 
extent sufficient to render unwarranted their 
conversion to a use detrimental to the existing 
development of any area within which they may be 
located. 

All of what has been previously said holds good 
in principle, whether it be the encroachment of 
the semi-detached or duplex residence within the 
single family dwelling area or of the apartment 
house within any area of greater restrictive 
tendency, the principles involved being similar and 
effective more or less merely as the conditions vary. 

The permissible bulkage of any dwelling struc­
ture, as restricted by permissible area of occupancy 
of the lot, height, setback, etc., is a matter com­
paratively easily determined if that structure is 
of itself located fundamentally in its right place. 
The environment into which it is relegated will 
in itself be the determining factor inasmuch as such 
environment must of necessity have inherent 
therein certain essential features for its pre­
servation . 
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Activities of the Institute 
A meeting of the executive committee of the 

Royal Architectural Institute of Canada was held 
at the Arts and Letters Club, Toronto , on Thurs­
day, October 25th, at 5.00 p.m. Those present 
were J. P. Hynes , pres ident; W. L. Somervi lle, 
honora ry treasurer; G. M. West, and I. Markus, 
executi ve secretary. Mr. ]. P. H ynes occupied 
t he chair. 

R eading of Niinutes :- The minutes of the meet­
ing of the executive committee held in T oronto 
on September 29th were read and approved. 

Standard Forms of Contract:- The executive 
secretary advised that immed iately after the last 
mee ting a letter had been sent to the Canadian 
Constru ction Association accepting their suggestion 
that a conference be held of accredited representa ­
t ives of the Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada, the Engineering Institute of Canada , 
a nd the Canadian Construction Association, for 
t he purpose of prepa ring a standa rd form of con­
tract agreeable to a ll three organi zations. He also 
informed the meeting t hat a reply had been re­
ce ived on October 1st from the Canadian Con­
struction Association advising t hat as soon as 
a rrangements for t he proposed join t meeting had 
been completed we would be notified. 

A letter from Mr. Percy E . Nobbs was also 
read, in which he advised that in a conve rsation 
w ith Mr. E. G. M . Cape, of t he Canadian Con­
struction Association, he had gathered that the 
contractors in the provin ce of Quebec were very 
a nxious to see some progress made in the matter 
of a standa rd form of contract . 

Not having rece ived any further word from the 
Canadian Construction Associa tion up to the time 
of t he meeting, the executive secretary was in­
structed to write to them asking what progress, 
if a ny, had been made regarding the proposed 
joint meetin Q;. 

R.A.I. C. Examinations :- A letter was read from 
Professo r Beaugrand-Cha mpagne addressed to the 
president in which he pointed out the necessity 
of t he members of hi s commi ttee agreeing upon 
certain principles before any defi nite dec ision 
could be made with refe rence to t he R.A.I .C. 
examin ations, and suggesting that the holding of a 
meeting in Montreal of the T oronto and Mont rea l 
members of the committee would enable them tc 
a rrive at some satisfactory conclusion. Professor 
Beaugrand-Champagne suggested that if Professo r 
C. H . C. Wright, the T oronto member of the 
committee , could a rrange to be present at a meet­
ing on October 19th, that he would be glad to 
a rrange for such a meetin g. 

The president advised that the meeting had 
been arra nged by Professor Beaugrand-Champagne 
on t he date suggested by him , a nd that Professor 
Wright was present. 

Discussion took place on some of t he points 
referred to by Professo r Beaugrand-Champagne 
in his letter, but it was tho ught inadvisable to take 
a ny action until a report of the meeting was 
rece ived from the R.A.I.C. examining board . 

Institute Membership and Feltowship:- The 
execut ive secreta ry advi sed that a copy of the 

I Continued on page xxviii ). 

COMPETITION 
For a Proposed New Automotive Building for the 

Canadian National Exhibition, 'Toronto 

COMPETITIVE designs are invited from Registered Architects 
practicing within the city of Toronto for A Proposed Automotive 

Building to be erected in Exhibition Par~, Toronto, for the Canadian 
National Exhibition Association . Three prizes will te awarded as follows: 

FIRST PRIZE 
SECOND PRIZE 
THIRD PRIZE 

$2,500.00 
1,500.00 

750.00 

The Competition will close at 12.00 O'Clock Noon Saturday, December 
1st. A copy of the Conditions can be obtained from the Secretary of 
the Canadian National Exhibition Association, 704 Lumsden Building, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

The Jury of Award will consist of: W. L. Somerville , Architect, Chief Assessor ; J. ]. Woolnough, City Architect ; 
Thomas Bradshaw, President of the Canadian National Exhibition; His W orship the Mayor of T oronto; The 
Chairman of the Planning Committee of the C.N.E.; A Member of the Executive Committee of the C .N .E. ; A 
Representative of the Automotive Industry. 
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Activities-Continued 

proposed a mendments to the cha rter a nd by -laws 
had been sent to each of the provincia l associa tions 
for their approval, with a request tha t the execu­
tive committee be advised of their decision without 
delay , so that the necessary s teps could be taken 
to have the cha rter amended a t t he coming session 
of pa rliament. The executi ve secret a ry informed 
the meeting tha t the council of the Architectura l 
Insti t ute of British Columbia had a lready a pproved 
of the proposed change in the charter. 

A letter was read from t he honora ry secreta ry 
stating tha t in his opinion the Institute had the 
power under section 5 of our present charter to 
make such rules as were deemed necessary for the 
ma in tenance of the honour and d ig-nity of the 
members of the Institu te . This section of t he 
cha rter , he pointed out, gave the Institute the 
power to class its membership in a ny way it 
d esired. It was felt, however , that while the 
honora ry secretary's contention might be correct , 
it should not be a matter of by-law which would 
a lways be subject to chang-e, but should be d efi­
nitely provided for in the cha rter so t ha t member­
ship and fellowship in the Institute would be on a 
more permanent basis. 

The executive secretary was instructed to write 
to each of t he provincia l associa tions again, re­
questing t hem to give t he amendments to the 
cha rter and by-laws t heir immediate considera tion. 

A letter was read fro m t he chief clerk of the 
H ouse of Commons , addressed to the honora ry 
secret a ry, giving information wi t h reference t o 
a pplications to Pa rlia men t for private bills, and 
suggesting tha t if the Instit ute would give him a 

For all 
Electrical 

Installations 

Manufactured by 

genera l idea of the nature of the bill contemplated, 
he would be glad to supplement t he information . 
The honora ry secreta ry was requested to send t he 
chief clerk a copy of the proposed a mendments t o 
t he charter . 

B udget for 1929: - The execut ive secreta ry was 
requested to write to the p rovincia l associations 
with reference to the proposed budge t for 1929, 
asking their co-operation ; a lso t o the councillors, 
requesting them to support the proposed budget a t 
the meet ing of their provincia l associa tions. 

P rogramme for Next Annual Meeting,·~At the 
las t meeting of the executive committee it was 
thought adv isable to hold the next a nnual meeting 
of the Institute in T oronto during Februa ry, in­
stead of in M ontreal as previously decided , on 
account of an a rchitectura l exhibit ion being held 
in T oronto a t that t ime by t he T oronto C ha pter 
of t he Onta rio Association of Architects. The 
president reported tha t a le tter had been sent to 
the members of the council asking t hem if they 
would agree to holding the next a nnua l meeting 
in T oronto instead of in M ontreal. Replies were 
rece ived from a number of the members o f the 
council a pproving of the cha nge in the meetin g 
place. It was poin ted out, however , by the 
honora ry secreta ry , tha t in order that this change 
could be made in accorda nce with the existing 
by-laws , it would be necesmry for the meeting to 
be conve ned in M ontreal and adjourned to T oronto. 
I t was therefore moved by W . L. Somerville and 
seconded by G. M . West , t hat : 

"The T wenty-second Genera l Annua l M eeting 
of the R.A .I.C . be convened in M ont real on 
Thursday, Febru a ry 21st , and adjourned to 

(Concluded on page xxx) . 

Made in Canada 
Conduit 

For 
Electrical Wiring 

National Conduit Co., Limited 
Toronto 

Manitoba Agent : T. W. MacKay, 913 Royal Bank Bldg., Winnipeg. 
British Columbia Agent : John A. C:on'<ey. York<hire Huildin~. Vancouver. 
Alberta and Sask. Agent: H. E. C:anham. 250'1 Walla ~e St .. Re~in .1 
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•• 

Quality Supplies 
for Industrial Buildings ) 

W IRING devices and supplies distributed by the ) 
Northern Electric Company and used by 

electrical contractors in the construction of modern 
industrial plants are quality products, for they know 
from experience that quality products give the long- l 
est service. 
At the nearest Northern Electric Branch can be obtained wiring 
devices and supplies of the highest quality which are backed by 

\ the guarantee of their manufacturers and the Northern Electric 

Specialists a tall Northern Electric Branches will gladly co-operate 
with you in making plans involving the use of quality electrical 
accessories. C onsult them at any time. 

(

..\ Company. 

\ 

NORTHERN ELECTRIC COMPANY Limited- Branches: 
Sain.t John, N.D. Quebec Ottawa Hamilton \~indsor Winnipeg Calgary 

(~\ N~~~;;;;;; .. £j~~/~(c 1 

( , ~ [) .!V 
~ Q/ I 

----? ~ 
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For Perm anent and Beautiful 
W alls and Ceilings 

The things that count in sales and rentals 
are the things that give the appearance 
of value, a~ well as actually enhance the 
value. That is why Truscon Metal Lath 
is so important in a building. Walls and 
ceilings of permanent beauty, fire-safe, 
rigid and crackproof are assured when you 
use Truscon Metal Lath. The plaster 
job over this Lath will be a constant 
sales force, and the economies offered 
make it practical to use in buildings of 
every type. 

Write for detailed information and 
literature sent on request. 

TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL CO. 
of Canada, Ltd . Walkerville, Ont. 

Branch Offices in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, 
Calgary and Vancouver. 

T4R1L~£Q~ 
METAL LATH 

Activities-Concluded 
Toronto on Friday and Saturday, Februray 
22nd a nd 23rd."- Carried . 
The chairman appointed Mr. J. H. Craig as 

convenor of the loca l convention committee , with 
a request that he add other members to his com­
mittee. Mr. Craig to arrange the programme in 
conjunction with a committee from the Toronto 
Chapter and the Onta rio Association of Architects. 

Code of Ethics and Code of Competitions:- The 
executive committee considered it advisable to 
revise the Institute's present Code of Ethic3 and 
Code of Competitions, so that they will coincide 
with present day practice. It was therefore decided 
to appoint a special committee, with Stanley T. J. 
Fryer of Toronto as convenor, to look into the 
matter and report a t the next meeting of the execu­
tive. The executive secretary was requested to 
secure a copy of the Code of E thics and Code of 
Competitions from each of the Provincial Associa­
tions. 

Correspondence:-A letter from the honorary 
secretary pointing out that the old by-laws in force 
before the new by-laws were adopted on the 5th of 
September 1924 have never been abrogated- The 
president was requested to consult the Institute's 
solicitor in order to find out whether or not this 
action was necessary. 

A letter from the United Associations of Montreal 
inviting the R .A.I.C. to become a member of tha t 
organization. The executive secretary was in­
structed to advise this associa tion that as we were 
a national organization we could not become a 
member of their association. 

Date and Place of Next Meeting:-It was decided 
to hold the next meeting of the executive committee 
at the Arts and Letters Club, Toronto on Thursday, 
November 22nd, at 5.00 p.m. 

Adjournment:-There being no further business, 
the meeting was adj ourned. 

NOTES 
A meeting of the executive committee of the 

council of the Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada was held at the Arts and Letters Club, 
Toronto on Thursday , October 25th . 

* * * 
Richard P . Blakey, F.R.I.B.A., architect, of 

Edmonton, announces t hat he has taken into 
partnership, Mr. R . M cDowall Symonds, lately of 
Toronto. The firm will be known as Blakey and 
Symonds , Registered Architects. 

* * * 
Messrs. Chapman & Oxley, architects, of 

Toronto , announce the removal of their offices at 
1608 Northern Ontario Building and 73 Adelaide 
Street West, to 372 Bay Street . 

* * * 
The annual meetin g of the Saskatchewan Asso­

ciation of Architects was held on Monday, October 
29th, 1928. A full report of this meeting will appear 
m the December issue of THE JouRNAL. 

* * * 
Mr. H. M. Whiddington, architect announces 

the removal of his office from Lethbrid,ge, Alberta.. 
to Cranbrook, B.C . 

(Continued on page xxxii). 
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Notes-Continued 
The next annual exhibition of the Royal Cana­

dian Academy of Arts will be opened on the 29th 
of November, 1928, in the Art Gallery of Toronto, 
All paintings, sculpture, architectural drawings. 
etchings, drawin~s and designs must be delivered 
at the Art Gallery of Toronto, not later than 
Wednesday, November 21st, 1928. Further in­
formation, entry forms, labels, etc., can be obtained 
from the secretary, E. Dyonnet, 1207 Bleury Street, 
Montreal. 

* * * 
John M. Lyle, architect, of Toronto, addressed 

a meeting of the Toronto Board of Trade on 
October 22nd, on the modern treatment of shop 
fronts in London and Paris. 

* * * 
Mr. A. D . Thacker, A.R.I.B.A., architect, of 

Montreal , announces the removal of his office from 
11 00 Beaver Hall Hill to 1178 Phillips Place. 

* * * 
An exposition of building materials will be 

held in the Windsor Hotel , Montreal, from March 
4th to March 9th, 1929, under the auspices of the 
Bui lders' Exchange of Montreal. 

* * * 
Mr. R. B. Mc:Giffin, architect , of Toronto , an­

nounces the removal of his office from 96 Bloor 
Street West, to 24 Bloor Street West. 

* * * 
A. H. Chapman, Architect, of Messrs. Chapman 

& Oxley, Toronto, ldt on October 18th for a trip 

to England and France. Mr. Chapman expects to 
return about the middle of November. 

* * * 
An invitation has been extended by the Toronto 

Chapter, O.A.A. to members of the R.A.I.C. in 
other provinces to submit photographs of their 
work at an exhibition of Architectural and Allied 
Arts to be held in Toronto during February, 1929. 

* * * 
Cambridge University has received an offer of 

a gift of three and a half million dollars from the 
Rockefeller Foundation, towards the construction 
of the new university library, for which plans have 
been prepared by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott. 

* * * 
We regret to announce the recent death of Mrs. 

McGillivary Knowles, A.R.C.A. Mrs. Knowles 
was born in Ottawa and received her early educa­
tion in art in the School of Art at Toronto, of which 
McGillivary Knowles was director at that time. 
During the past few years she resided in New York 
where she had a studio with Mr. Knowles. Mrs. 
Knowles was an associate of the Royal Canadian 
Academy of Arts, and was also a member of the 
American Water Colour Society. 

* * * 
The work of restoring the defective stonework 

of the Houses of Parliament in London, England 
as begun. The scheme is expected to cost over 
5,000,000 and to provide employment for a limited 
number of workmen for about fifteen years. Steel 
scaffolding has been erected on the south elevation 
of the House of Lords to enable the workmen to 

California Redwood Seats in the 
netV Hamilton Amateur Athletic 

Association Stadium, 
Hamilton, Ont. 

Redwood supplied by: The Long Lumber Co., Ltd. 

Canadian 
Representative 

T HERE is no substitute for California Redwood where the job is to be exposed 
to al_l we_ather and subjected to rough usage. Redwood needs no Pll;int for 

preservatiOn, It never rots, there are no splinters, it doesn't split or warp and Its dur­
ability is such that the sturdy cement pillars will have crumbled away before the 
Redwood needs replacing. Even if it was much higher priced than other woods, its 
long life makes it the most economical. Get all the facts about Redwood, write 

L. S. ROLLAND CASTLE BLDG., MONTREAL 
L 
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removP. defective stones. In some cases a great 
deal of sound stone has to be removed before thP. 
damagP.d stonework can be reached . ParliamP.nt 
has vot~d 850,000 to be spP.nt on the restoration 
scheme m the present financial year. 

* * * 
The Arc de Triomphe, the fa m::J us arch of the 

P lace de !'Etoi le P.rected in commemoration of the 
victories of Napoleon's eagles, beneath which rests 
Fran ce's Unknown Soldier, is to be brought up to 
the req uirements of t he timP.s by the installation 
c f a passengt>r elt>vator. 

It will carry twenty persons at a time from t he 
ground floor to the terrace on the top of the arch, 
from which a magn ificent view of Paris can be 
obtained. 

At present the hundreds of thousands of v isitors 
who view the monument every yP.ar have to climb 
to the top of the a rch by a narrow winding stone 
staircase of 280 stP.ps, which is not w ide enough to 
accommodate the sight-seeing traffic it is call ed 
upon to serve. 

COMPETITIONS 
J.:ew Automotive Building, Exhibition Park , Toronto 

T HE Canadian National Exhibition Associa­
tion invite registered architects practicing 
within the City of Toronto to submit designs 

for an Automotive Building to be erected in 
Exhibition Park, Toronto, Ontario. The competi­
t ion will close at 12.00 o'clock noon, on Saturday, 
December 1st, 1928, and the awards will be made 
not later than Saturday, December 8th. 

The building will contain approximately 120,000 
square feet of actual display area, exclusive of 
aisles, restaurant, toi lets, offices, etc. Two floors 
for display may be provided, in which case the 
utmost ease of access between the floo rs must be 
arranged. The total cost of the building, including 
the cost of approaches, architects' fees, etc., must 
not exceed one million dollars. 

There will be th ree awards, consisting of a first 
prize of $2,500, a second prize of $1,500 and a 
third prize of S750. Shou ld the AsPociation pro­
ceed with the construction of the proposed build­
ing, the author of t he first prize design will be 
the architect for the building, and receive as hi s 
commission for full professional services, a fee of 
6% of the total cost of the work, less the amount of 
the first prize, as above noted . 

The ] ury of Award will be as fo llows: 
W . L. Somerville, Architect, Chief Assessor; 
]. ]. Woolnough, City Architect; 
Thomas Bradshaw, President of the Canadian 

National Exhibition; 
His Worship the Mayor of Toronto; 
Chairman of the P lann ing Committee of the 

C.N.E.; 
A Member of t he Executive Committee of the 

C.N.E.; 
A Representative of the Automotive Industry. 
Conditions for this competition can be obtained 

from the Secretary of the Canadian National 
Exhibition Association, 704 Lumsden Building, 
Toronto, Ontario . 

R.I.B.A . Competition for the design of a Garage in 
the Theatre Area of London, England. 

The Royal Institute of British Architects invites 
architects or students of architecture of British 

(Concluded on page xxxiv). 

The 

Achievement of Comfort 
is a function of building no less 

than the achievement of good 

design, arrangement and beauty. 

Comfor t is one of the unseen 

qualities; intangible but very 

real. A house bui lt so that 

sounds are deadened, that it is 

fire and vermin proof, will never 

deteriorate, so that dampness is 

not presen t , and that winter cold 

and summer heat do not easily 

penet rate the walls. 

Cooksville 
contributes all 

Tile 
these 
in a necessary 

building. 
qualities 

The 

Cooksville Co. Ltd. 
GENERAL AND SALES OFFICES: 

:!6 Queen ~tg~·· sT?tronto 2, Ont. 1174 PhilltA~I:~te~r ~6:::"0 rcal, P.O. 

·wORKS: 
Cooksville, Cheltenham , D el son 

" There is a Cooksville Brick and T ile for Every Purpose" 
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Competitions--Condluded 
na tiona li ty to submi t designs for a garage in the 
t heatre a rea of London. The garage proper is to 
conta in spaces for parking seven hundred a nd 
fifty cars a nd no restrictions a re placed on t he 
number of storeys in the building. 

The competition closes on J anuary 31st, 1929. 
Canadian competito rs may, however, despatch 
their drawings in their various locali t ies not later 
than January 31st, 1929. 

The author of t he selected design will receive the 
sum of £350: ($1,750. 00), the remainder of the 
prize money to a tota l of £ 140: ($700.00) will be 
divided between competi tors whose designs are 
considered especia lly meritorious. 

Conditions for this competition can be s~en at 
the office of the honora ry secretary, Mr. Alcide 
Chausse , 70 St. J ames St ., Montreal, or at the 
office of the executive secretary, 160 Richmond 
St . West, Toronto. 

Competition for an Art Gallery to be erected 
in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Amount to be expended- a pproximate ly $125,000 
Competition in two stages:-
zst Stage-Pencil sketches from which will be 

selected by the assessor, three designs, each of the 
authors to receive an honorarium of approximately 
ssoo. 

2nd Stage- The authors of the three selected 
designs to compete a nd the one adjudged the 
winner by the jury of award will be employed as 
a rchitect. 

Open to a ll architects on the register of the Royal 

Institute of British Architects and a ll affi liated 
Institutions. 

Assessor- Mr. S. Hur st-Seage r, C.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A. 

Jury of Award- The donor, the Rev. J. K. Archer 
(who is at present the mayor of C hristchurch); Mr. 
R. Wallwork, director of the Canterbury College 
School of Art, Christchurch (and at present the 
president of the Canterbury Society of Arts); and 
t he assessor. 

Date for Questions- October the 12th , 1928. 
Delivery of Plans- Feb ruary the 13th , 1929 . 
Conditions to be obtained from the office of the 

High Commissioner for New Zealand, The Strand, 
London, or from J. S. Neville, Esq. , town clerk, 
Christchurch, New Zealand. A copy of the con­
ditions can be seen at THE jOURNAL office. 

Columbus ·Memorial Lighthouse at Santo Domingo 

The a rchitectural competition for the Columbus 
Memorial Lighthouse is divided into two stages, 
t he first of which is open to all architects without 
distinction of nationa lity . T he second stage will 
be limited to the ten architects whose designs a re 
placed first as a result of t he first competition. 
The fi rst stage of the competition will continue 
until April 1st , 1929, when a ll drawings must be 
in M adrid, Spain. An international jury of three, 
to be selected by the competing architects, will 
meet in Madrid on April 15th, 1929, for the first 
award. The authors of the ten designs placed 
first in the preliminary competition will each 
receive $2,000 and these winners will then re­
compete for the final award. There will also be 
ten honourable mentions of $500 each. 

Cut Stone's 
and 

Beauty 
Durability-

For a Fraction of the Cost-
(7"'!HE faithfulness with which MORENE re­
U creates the beautiful textures of imperish­

able cut stone or rich tapestry effects is amazing­
particularly when cost is considered. MORENE 
produces these realistic effects at the merest 
fraction of the cost of the real materials- and 
yields a finish that will never crack or check. 

There is no colour effect that MORENE cannot 
achieve. It will blend harmoniously with any 
decorative scheme- and is equally as well adapted 
for private residences as for offices and public 
buildings. 

Let us arrange a demonstration at our plant. 
Just drop us a postcard. Literature and 
samples at your request. 

MORENE 
"The Wall Finish Distinctive" 

MORENE LIMITED, 81 St. Nicholas St., Toronto 5, Ont. 
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In the second compet ition, $10,000 will be paid 
to the author whose design is placed first , who 
will be declared the architect of the lighthouse; 
$7, 500 to the author of the design placed second; 
$5,000 to the design placed third; $2,500 to the 
design placed fourth; and Sl 000 to each o f the 

in Concrete" to be a collection of bound plates of photogra phs 
preceded by a concise but meager paper of twenty- five pages. 
This sort of th ing is brought out much better by the German 
and F rench publishers in portfolio form with the text neat ly 

other six competitors. ' 
The competitor who is selected as the architect 

for the memorial will, in add ition to the prizes 
mentioned above, rece ive a commission of 6% on 
the first million dollars expended on the lighthouse, 
S% on the second miJlion and 4% on the tota l 
cost above two miJlion dollars. 

Those intending to compete should write to Mr. 
Albert Kelsey, technical advisor, Pan-American 
Union, Washington, D.C., stating age, training 
and experience. 

Conditions for this competition can be seen at 
the office of the hon orary secretary , Mr. Alcide 
Chausse, 30 West St. · J ames St., Montreal, or at 
the office of the executive secretary, 160 Richmond 
St. West, Toronto . 

BOOKS REVIEWED 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN IN CONC RETE , By T. P. 

Bennett, F.R.I.B.A., Oxford University Press, 1927. 
Price $9.00. 

A vivid a nd constantly increasing interest in the a rchi ­
t ectural possibilities of reinforced concrete undoubtedly 
exists to-day on this continent and a broad. Mr. Bennett 
a nd Mr. Yerbury a re the first to produce a volume on the 
subject in the Engl ish la nguage; the very primacy of their 
effort causes its advent a nd perusal to be anticipated wit h 
keen expectation. It is a trifle disappointing then to find a 
volume advertised as a "book" entitled "Architectural Design 

RADIO TOWER, KOOTWYK ,"HOLLAND 
J . M. !Ju!hman, Archi tect 

From "Archilect'ural D esign ·in Co11crele " 

A Consulting Service for Architects 
Architects responsible for the design and 
erection of beautiful buildings invariably 
require that these edifices be placed in 
artistic and beautiful settings . To you 
we offer a specialized Consulting Service 
- the result of many year's experience 
in Landscape Architecture. 

In the planning and laying ont of Private 
Estates and Suburban properties; grounds 
surrounding Government, Municipal, Public 
and Industrial Buildings; Golf and Country 
Clubs; Public Parks and Cemeteries etc. , 
we shall l::e happy to co-operate with you 
in securing the best possible effect and 
treatment . 

Such problems as grad ing and dramage; the 
arrangement of Entrance gates, driveways 
and paths; the placing of Service Courts, 
Pools and Fountains ; the layout of Formal 
and Informal gardens, Rockerie~ . Shrub· 
beries, Screens etc. , all require the skilled 
knowledge and expert supervision we are 
able to bring to the work. 

Consult us on tlw plans you are now en gaged on- We will give you a wholehearted service. 

E. D. SMITH & SONS Limited 

XXXV 
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bound and placed free in front o f the plates, the whole adver­
tised as a co llect ion of p lates with comment . 

The edge of t he disappoin t ment blunted , however, Mr. 
Bennett's pa per is found to be a very schola rl y and in terest­
ing one. Commencin g with a n historica l out line, he states 
and enla rges upon t he t hesis of the plastic q ua lity of con­
crete a nd the resul t ing ease of adaptat ion of form to function 
by its use. The possibili t ies of development of color a nd 
texture in concrete , fa r beyond present know ledge , are 
cogent ly pointed out. Mr. Bennett sagely calls attention 
to the impossi bili ty of designing complicated concrete struc­
t ures with a ny degree of a rchitectura l cha racter without a 
sound knowledge of construct iona l forms. Twelve pages of 
t he text p rovide comment on t he one hundred photographs, 
which seem to be a rranged in no ve ry orderly fashion. One 
series of references to t hem in ita licised numerals was found 
quite unin te lligible by the writer of t his review. 

ln t he p lates the work of the F reres Perret receives the 
generous illust ration it deserves. T he now- fa miliar Ein stein 
T ower at Potsdam , by Erich Mendelsohn , is p robably the 
most extre me t hin g in the book from the point of v iew of 
plasticity and depa rture from conventional trea tment, unless 
some of t he rather naive French domestic work by Lur~at 
and Ma llet-Stevens is to be excepted . The domest ic work of 
Louis de Soissons and A. W. Kenyon at Welwy n , England , is 
cha rming in its simplicity . I t would be in teresting to know 
if sla b or block concrete has been used in t hese de lightful 
dwelli ngs. The degree to which a rchitecture using t he con­
crete block as a build ing unit lends itse lf to consideration 
as a rchi tectural design in concrete is probably deba table. 
Yet t he dignified block of offices for the Ministry of War 
Pensions a t Acton, E ngla nd , by Mr. J. G. West, is of this 
type . 

One ca nnot help but question , from some of t he com ments, 
Mr. Bennet t's fa milia ri ty wit h certa in of t he structures 
illust rated . It is ha rd ly con ceivable that he has not seen the 
in terior of the Perrets' little church at Le Ra iney, accessibly 
located as it is in a Parisian suburb ; yet his criti cism of the 
columns t here, t hat they appear to p ierce t he roof rather t han 
to support it, a n impression given by a ll photographs the 
present writer has seen , is qui te denied by actua l experience. 
It is t he gayest a nd most cheerful of churches. The whole 
interior is so de lightfu ll y light a nd gracefu l, and t he pa ttern 
and color of glass and mullion in the side wa lls, which are 

more window t ha n wa ll , is so interest ing that, when one is 
actua lly in t he church, the ceiling has li tt le apparent weight. 
The illusion of t he canvas top of a n open marquee is so rea l 
t ha t the mind doesn' t question t he abrupt meet in g of column 
and ceiling a ny more than t hat between ten t pole a nd cover. 
A greater criti cism of t his interior is the unneces~a ry con f u­
sion of column s at t he entra nce end , wh1ch here IS 111 t he east. 

There see m to be certa in sins o f comm ission as well as of 
om ission in the selection of plates. Three bri t tl e and med i­
ocre solu tion s of the problem of t he concrete stair are shown 
by five plates where one wo uld suffice. Yet t he magnificent 
in terior of Lou is Bon nier 's Bath of Butte-aux-Ca illes in Pari s, 
even fin er because the skeleton is less obvious, tha n t he 
Perrets' fa~to ry building in terior illust rated, is omitted. At 
t he very end of t he boo k t here are two p hotographs of steel 
bridges, the members of which have been encased recentl y in 
concrete. This p ractice, a common firep roo fin g safeguard 
for st ructura l steel in this coun t ry, savors litt le of a rch itec­
tura l design in concrete a nd, even t hough t he resulting 
silhouettes be interest ing, t heir p lace in this volume is ha rdly 
justified. It is unfortunate if t he showin g of two examp les 
made it necessary to omit M r. Cass Gilbert 's U .S. Army 
Supply Base at Brookly n, N .Y. It is questiona ble if even 
t he recent Hollywood T ermina l Bui lding, which Bennett 
discusses at some lengt h, is as s uccessful a piece of concrete 
design as t his masterpiece of Gilbert's, now ten yea~s old. 
I t is certainly not as st ra igh tforward a n expressiOn of 
materia l. 

These criti cisms a re petty, however , in t he face of such 
a generous and catho lic co mpi lat ion of p lates. The a ut hors 
a re to be congrat ulated on t he in ternat iona l cha racter of th(' 
subj ect-matter. R einforced concrete, more t han a ny ot her 
materia l, parta kes of t he universa l. Stone and marble have 
varied as they came from innumerable quarries. Bncks a nd 
til e have been given the local stamp by countless ki lns. The 
un iversa li ty of wooden architect ure is by its very na ture 
short-lived and fleetin g. B ut concrete, va ry t hough it will in 
color and texture with differen t aggrega tes a nd cements, 
prom ises to develop a cha racter in design which will be world ­
wide rat her than local. Whether or not such a development 
is to be desired or deplored, "Archi tect ura l Design in Con­
crete" wort hily opens our eyes to t he vast possibi li ties of 
concrete in a rchi tecture. 

j. B. H ELME, M. Arch. 
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HIGHw-AY 
BRIDGES 

CALDWELL 
SASH BALANCES 

Backed by Forty Years' Experience 

Each Caldwell Sash Balance has a quality built into it 
that assures satisfaction, and maximum length of service. 

Box frames can be eliminated, thus contributing greatly 
to making a building of warm construction. They also 
permit the use of narrow mullions and trim. Mortises 
can be cut at the mill to one size. 

When the saving of Jabor and material is considered, 
they cost no more than ordinary weights and cords. 

CALDWELL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, U.S.A. 

Western Canada Representatives: H. W. GLASSCO & CO. 
628 Royal Bank Building Winnipeg, Manitoba 



TORONTO CHAPTER, ONTARIO ASSOCIATION of ARCHITECTS 

EXHIBITION of ARCHITECTURE 
and ALLIED ARTS 

An Exhibition of Architecture and Allied Arts, under the auspices 
of the Toronto Chapter, Ontario Association of Architects, 

Will be held at 

THE ART GALLERY OF TORONTO 
From FEBRUARY 1st to FEBRUARY 28th, 1929. 

The Hon. VINCENT MASSEY has kindly consented to open the Exhibit ion . 

THE CHAPTER EXTENDS A CORDIAL INVITATION TO ALL MEMBERS 
OF THE R.A.I.C. TO SHOW AT THIS EXHIBITION 

The usual competition for the Medal of Honor and other awards given by the 
Toronto Chapter will be held. This competition is open to members of the Toronto 
Chapter only. All other sections of the exhibition are open to members of the R .A.I.C. 

CONDITIONS OF EXHIBITION 

1. Photographs of work executed by members of the R .A.I.C. since 1918 and not 
previously exhibited at the Art Gallery. 

2. Rendered drawings and perspectives should be important drawings at least 
15 inches by 24 inches mounted and framed. 

3. Student work: Selected. 

4. Measured and rendered drawings of old buildings 24 inches by 30 inches. 

5. Models . 
6. Sketches of architectural subjects. 

7. Examples of furniture, objects of art, mantels, details, etc., designed by architects. 

General Conditions 

1. Work exhibited shall be by members of the R .A.I.C. in good standing. 

2. Hanging Committee's decision shall be final. 

3. Insurance to be paid by exhibitor. 

4. Delivery to gallery and return at the cost of exhibitor. 

5. Identification of exhibit by card supplied by committee secured firmly by exhibitor 
as directed. 

6. Mounting: All photo prints shall be not less than 16 inches by 20 inches and shall 
be mounted on cream card mounts with 5 inch border on top and sides and 6 inch 
border on bottom. Labels supplied by Committee shall be firmly attached with 
clips, not pasted. THIS APPLIES TO ALL PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Drawings, etc., shall be mounted and framed at exhibitor's discretion with the 
object of making as fine a presentation as possible. 

7. Disquali/ica tion: In view of the restricted space available, the Hanging Committee 
has the right of selection of work. As a guide to exhibitors, it is suggested that 
small illustrations of buildings which members wish to exhibit be sent to the Hanging 
Committee, for their approval. Work so approved may have precedence over work 
not previously sent in. 

Further information and entry forms will be sent on application to Allan George, convenor of 
the Architecture Committee, 1123 Bay Street, Toronto 5. 
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