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in securing funding, technical resources, and expertise. In response to these chal­
lenges, respondents suggested that it is important for groups to cooperate and provide 
mutual support and sharing of resources and expertise. 

The results emphasize the need for coordination and integration of private land 
conservation efforts at various levels. First, on an institutional level, programs and 
initiatives must be coordinated between and within government agencies, between 
government and non-government groups, and between the various non-government 
groups. Second, coordination between different types of private land conservation 
efforts (such as resource-conservation and preservation efforts), and different ap­
proaches to protecting nature on private land (such as land use planning tools and 
corporate stewardship) would ensure the attainment of common goals while avoiding 
competition and redundancy. Finally, hierarchical integration of efforts on various 
scales, such as through a provincial strategy and network, would ensure adequate 
representation of significant local, regional and provincial ecological areas and 
features in a comprehensive conservation system. 

A landowner-centered approach is essential for successful private land conservation 
efforts, including opportunities for genuine landowner involvement and consultation 
in all aspects of private land conservation. There should be regular communication 
with interested landowners. These efforts should be founded on respect for landown­
ers, as well as respect for their knowledge and experience of the land, and recognition 
of their contributions. 

Some responses differed significantly among the rural landowners, the landowners 
involved in private land conservation, and individuals offering an administrative/ 
planning perspective. These differences point to the need for careful consideration of 
all three perspectives in designing and carrying out private land conservation programs 
and services. The random sample of landowners, for example, expressed concerns 
about infringements on their rights and independence as landowners, liability and 
trespass issues, and concerns about family inheritance and future use of the land. They 
demonstrated some attitudes that could work against conservation, and a need for 
education about basic nature conservation values and issues, as well as private land 
conservation options. The landowners involved in private land conservation were 
Significantly different in their personal and land characteristics, as well as their 
concerns and interests. They were more likely to have higher levels of education and 
income, to be in non-resource-based occupations, to have an urban background, and 
to be only seasonal or even absentee landowners. Their needs focused more on 
information about various conservation options and the tax implications of each. As 
a result, the educational approaches appropriate for these two groups vary signifi­
cantly. 

The respondents stressed that private land conservation efforts must be community­
based or at least include participation and support by local community groups. Existing 
communications and support networks provide a valuable means of conveying private 
land conservation messages. 

Finally, the study highlights the vital role of education in enhancing private land 
conservation within Nova Scotia. There is a lack of landowner knowledge about nature 
conservation and private land conservation options, and there are some attitudes based 
in misunderstandings which may work against conservation. SpeCifiC landowner 
concerns also need to be addressed within an education framework. Such education 
should include information about the natural value of the landowner' s property, and 
options for protecting it. There is also a need for general public education about the 
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importance of both nature conservation and private land conservation in Nova Scotia. 
Such education is essential in increasing the level of government and public commit­
ment to private land conservation, through economic, legislative, and political 
support. 

Research Needs. There is a need for further research on appropriate and relevant 
strategies for providing education about private land conservation for rural landowners 
in Nova Scotia. The Nova Scotia Nature Trust (Halifax) has taken the first steps towards 
addressng this need. They are currently implementing the first landowner contact! 
education program in the province (McLaren, personal communication), based on the 
study results reported here. Further efforts to field test, and modify, the study 
recommendations for other areas of the province are also important. At the same time, 
alternative approaches to protecting nature on private lands should be explored, such 
as corporate stewardship, regional development projects, watershed planning, inte­
grated resource management and land use planning. Further research on the economic 
rationale for private land conservation is needed in order to secure public funds for 
private land conservation efforts. Although there may be little private land conservation 
professionals can do to address the broadersocio-economic, policy and land/resource 
use issues impacting private land conservation efforts, the connections between these 
issues and private land conservation should be explored further. Such research might 
provide recommended actions to mitigate undesirable impacts and to enhance 
positive influences on private land conservation. 

Conclusion 

With conscientious effort and cooperative spirit, together with recognition of the 
issues identified in this research, private land conservation has immense potential in 
Nova Scotia. Cooperation among conservation professionals, landowners and other 
interested individuals will lead to sensitivity to local needs, and is more likely to be 
supported by a broad range of Nova Scotians than purely government-driven proc­
esses. The educational and hands-on approach of private land conservation also 
provides an important opportunity to develop a conservation ethic in our communities. 
In this way there will be growing recognition of the importance of nature, the impacts 
of our actions on its sustainability, and our role as stewards of the natural world, 
including our extensive and ecologically valuable private lands. 
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