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importance of both nature conservation and private land conservation in Nova Scotia.
Such education is essential in increasing the level of government and public commit-
ment to private land conservation, through economic, legislative, and political
support.

Research Needs. There is a need for further research on appropriate and relevant
strategies for providing education about private land conservation for rural landowners
in Nova Scotia. The Nova Scotia Nature Trust (Halifax) has taken the first steps towards
addressng this need. They are currently implementing the first landowner contact/
education program in the province (McLaren, personal communication), based on the
study results reported here. Further efforts to field test, and modify, the study
recommendations for other areas of the province are also important. At the same time,
alternative approaches to protecting nature on private lands should be explored, such
as corporate stewardship, regional development projects, watershed planning, inte-
grated resource management and land use planning. Further research on the economic
rationale for private land conservation is needed in order to secure public funds for
private land conservation efforts. Although there may be little private land conservation
professionals can do to address the broader socio-economic, policy and land/resource
use issues impacting private land conservation efforts, the connections between these
issues and private land conservation should be explored further. Such research might
provide recommended actions to mitigate undesirable impacts and to enhance
positive influences on private land conservation.

Conclusion

With conscientious effort and cooperative spirit, together with recognition of the
issues identified in this research, private land conservation has immense potential in
Nova Scotia. Cooperation among conservation professionals, landowners and other
interested individuals will lead to sensitivity to local needs, and is more likely to be
supported by a broad range of Nova Scotians than purely government-driven proc-
esses. The educational and hands-on approach of private land conservation also
provides an important opportunity to develop a conservation ethic in our communities.
In this way there will be growing recognition of the importance of nature, the impacts
of our actions on its sustainability, and our role as stewards of the natural world,
including our extensive and ecologically valuable private lands.
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