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ANCIENT SPECULATION.
(CONTINUED.)

Following ill the footsteps of Thales came Anaximines. He considered the prime element of his predecessor as par­taking too much of the concrete material to be the sub­stratum or cause of all being, animate and inanimate. He looked at himself, inquired into the mode of his own exis­tence. “ How do I live” was probably his question. The process of respiration as the proximate means, struck him as the ultimate principle of life. Air he thought was the  !"# Generalizing from himself, he regarded the universe as a grand organism, owing its origin to this element. Observations similar to those made by Thales, may have led him to adopt this theory.The boundless diffusion of air, extending without limit, filling the vast sphere of the heavens, penetrating every­where, seemed to proclaim it the universal principle. It was the life-giver. Every breath was an abstraction of a certain amount of vital energy from this inexhaustible reservoir of being. This first principle, in order to pro­duce different phenomena must be active, positive, an energy, Life. This was a great advance on the theory of Thales. It is strange how Thales could account for phenomena by the modes of a material principle, with­out either endowing it with life or recognizing an intel­ligence controlling it, and using it as a base for his di­verse operations. Whether he noticed this dilemma and saw his theory between its horns, we cannot affirm. If he was forced to assume a hypothesis, he would probably hold a Deity to rule, and cause the phenomena, of which water was the essential element. This would be the most natural course for one just turning his back on creeds and questioning nature for himself. Cicero accordingly ascribes to him some such opinion.
Succeeding Anaximines, and adopting his doctrines, we have Diogenes of Apollonia. He advanced far beyond the physical elements of the two former, and deduced a wider and deeper meaning from the proposition of Anaximines that air is the origin of all being. Striving to analyse the fact of life being contingent upon air, he felt that there must be some invisible essence, something beyond the sensible breath which is the sought. Air was butthe ethereal medium for its operation. I t existed before air. This principle, wrapping itself mysteriously in air, and working wonders, he held with Anaximines was the universally operative power. He went further and pro­

pounded the view that in order to produce the marvellous and perfect results witnessed in nature, intelligence was indispensably necessary. This intelligence he called tlife soul of the universe. It was not only the supporter of his life, but his instructor. This principle showed its knowledge in its mode of operation. All nature abounded with evidence of this. The relation between means and end, cause and effect, adaptation of supply to wants, of agents to their spheres of action, of animals and plants to their mode of life and circumstances, all inculcate the same lesson. The grand regularity and beautiful harmony everywhere appa­rent, could not be the result of an unintelligent principle. This conception of an intelligent $% &( was a great leap forward. It was as far as could be gone without giving up the notion of a physical first principle. Hence Diogenes may be denominated the last of the physical school of phi­losophers.Almost contemporaneous with Thales was Anaxamander. Ignorant of this thinker's cast of mind with only the frag­ments of his written philosophy which we hare, we should probably labour in vain to arrive at a result, in any way satisfactory. He enunciated the vague formula “ the In­finite is the origin of all things.”Were we to take this statement and attempt to extract any rational idea from it, we should certainly fail. It could not mean infinite intelligence, since such a theory was not reached till long subsequent to this time. Let us briefly notice the man. We recognize him as a clear and penetrating mathematician, a skillful geometrician. His mind was exact. He dealt with verbal abstractions, sym­bols. He formed a system of problems in geometry. He proceeded in his speculations not by the patient tortuous windings of the metaphysical mind, but by the short, de­ductive steps of the mathematical. He considered the element of water, chosen by Thales, to be in itself, too concrete to be the principle of ail phenomena. In compu­tations, he found that classes, parts of the universe, admit­ted of general formula, how then could that which contain­ed all, be an individual thing? He then set himself to ob­tain a general whence all particulars could be elicited. This he found to be all things. This he did not regard as a complexus of the objects seen in nature, so much as an ever energizing unity, which from its owo internal power could evolve the diverse phenomena observable. In order to produce the infinite appearances of nature, he affirmed this principle mus.t be infinite. A limit cannot be imagined to the production of phenomena, hence their source must be infinite. He makes all contained in it. The changes we see are just changes among the parts of the whole. All is in essence the same. In this abstrac­tion of Anaxamander, we see the first of a tendency to lift a general expression into an entity, a tendency which cul­minated in Plato. An indefinite mathematical formula, “ The All ” was treated as a substance, a something which by its desintegration would give finite objects. This ap­
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pears to be the most simple, in fact the only mode of ex­plaining his phrase “ the infinite is all.” It was not an ideal, but a physical abstract unit. It was all existence. It is difficult, if not impossible to understand how Anaxa- mander could suppose this verbal “ all ” by any movement to give forth phenomena. What was the “ all?” He seems to mean all things, all finite phenomena grouped in a unity. Now can this sum, though infinite, possess any power which any one of the individuals composing it did not possess? But he held this unity, this complexus to be an energy. Whence comes the power ? The physical “ all” is as important as any one of its material parts. Anaxamander does not answer this. What we have stated is a brief summary of what is known of the tenets of this thinker.Pythagoras. Proportioned to the influence exerted by this philosopher, is the obscurity in which his views are shrouded, and the fabulous accounts given of himself. A mathematician, his method was deductive, and his inclina­tion towards abstractions. He laid down the proposition “ Number is the principle of all things.” This was what admitted of their phenomenal existence. Unity, he de­clared, was the first fact of the universe, it was perfect while plurality was imperfect. All plurality depended on Unity. Number was omnipresent, ruled over all. To us this seems the same error as that Realism which made a name an entity. It was a symbol, an abstraction apart from individuals exalted to an equality with the objects which admitted of its use. The mathematical mind of Pythagoras dealing with abstract formulae, accustomed to the complete and marvellous results certain from the very nature of numbers, knowing the strange combinations which they are capable of undergoing, and the perfect laws ob­taining in that department, naturally strove to fix the wonders of the universe on a numeral base. Enamoured of his beloved science, he would find proofs of his view in the world around him. The laws of nature operate with mathematical precision ; the Beautiful is reducible to fixed proportions ; Music is produced on the principle of num­
bers. |(To be Continued.)

AMONG THE HILLS.
(CONTINUED.)

The most carefully finished piece of art does not please us so much as a scene in which an element of negligence prevails, constituting the picturesque. There is the pic­turesque in character as well as in scene, and as a few verses preceding we have an “ inborn grace ” and “ culture ” blending in harmonious proportions in the same charaeter. We have the “ secret charm” manifested in the “ inward grace,” “ eluding art.” All our warmest and most univer­sal feelings associate more readily with the forms of nature, while art, from its more or less local and exclusive charac­ter, dees not admit of so permanent an association. It is in the permanency and universality of the association that the “ secret charm” which eludes art, lies. There is a cer­tain negligence of character, so to speak, which we admire, 
in contradistinction to a stiff, cold formality. He says—

“ Not beautiful in curve and line,
But something more and better.”

We do not contemplate the “ beautiful in curve and line ” and a beautiful character with the same emotion. How true the poet is here to the laws of the human mind ! Her natural goodness and talent is improved and set to advan­tage by “ culture and appliance.” What a charming pic­ture ! Is the poet indulging in ideal conception? The great

art of the poet lies in taking advantage of the prepossessions of mankind. Amiable qualities always command our ad­miration, and give rise to those pleasurable emotions which constitute the feeling of the beautiful. In the verses that follow we have an instance of the exhibition of a feeling, so common among a certain class of people, as it is false and blind, viz: the regarding the merely accidental, in the light of the real,—the making the apparent smallness or greatness of an action, the measure of its worth and nobilit}\ Under this false impression, “ queenly woman­hood is outraged by condescending to sell “ fresh-churned butter.” It is therefore, a piece of daring on the part of our hostess to declare the object of her errand. Truly, not at all. What incompatible connection can there possibly ex­ist between a good action, however trivial, and a great mind? All work is honourable. A noble mind is great in little things as in great things, for it is not the quantum, so to speak, of the act, but its quality that reveals its great­ness or meanness. And so she leads the way with “ house­wife pride” and discloses her “ goodly store.” Our poet and hostess now set off for home, and while on the way, she discloses to him her simple story, hearing, as they walk along, the “ early cricket’s sing,” and the stream splash­ing “'through my friends narration.” While the hostess relates her story, the sound of the murmuring stream is heard.
“ From school, and ball, and route she came,

Thg city’s fair, pale daughter,
To drink the wine of mountain air 
Beside the Bearcamp Water.”

Observe the subtle analogy implied in “ the wine of mountain air.” Looking at the expression, independent of the laws under which it is conceived, how strange it appears. But its truth will appear by a little analysis. Wine is known to invigorate the system, the mountain air is known to produce the same effects. A similarity of effect suggests a similarity of cause, therefore the poet perceives wine in mountain air, a poetical truth altogether at variance with the facts of science. Poetical are nevertheless as real as scientific truths, for the laws by which the poet strikes out his analogies are as universal and permanent, as those by which scientific truth is arrived at. The laws of association and suggestion are certainty as universal as those of observation and perception There are arbitrary scientific truths, as well as arbitrary poetical analogies, both being possible by virtue of possible dissimi­larity of circumstance and nature. Whittier’s analogies are defective in this respect—they are more or less arbi­trary, and lack universality. It is true his suggestions must be regulated by the habits of the poet, hence it arises that we can nearly always predict the tastes and habits of the poet from the nature of his analogies. Who, but a poet, who has himself experienced the invigorating effects of wine would strike out such a vinous analogy as that im­plied in the “ wine of mountain a ir” ? What Good Temp­lar could give him credit for it? What a large class of mankind there are, who could not at all appreciate its beauty, and upon whom it would have effects quite the reverse of those which it is the power of poetical analogy to produce ! But we must proceed.Our “ fair, pale daughter ” amid the pleasant scenery of Bearcamp, and in the enjoyment of the invigorating mountain air, soon catches the “ bloom of the clover,” for
“ Health comes sparkling in the stream 

From cool Chocorna stealing.
There’s iron in our northern winds 
Our pines are trees of healing.”
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Observe again the scientific character of the analog}7 in the third line “ there’s iron in our northern winds.” To the mass of mankind this would not be regarded as poetry at all. As a condition of its appreciation, it requires a cer­tain amount of intellectual training, in other words, it is not an analogy based upon associations which we have all been forming from our earliest infancy, but is formed under circumstances in which only a certain class are placed, and is therefore very exclusive in its character. Such analogies as an essential condition of their appreciation and popu­larity, demand the education of the masses, and even then, can only be regarded as very much inferior in poetical power and intensity, to a more universal class of associa­tions, whose inception and progressive inseperability are being carried on from earliest years, and at a date long prior to the age when the conditions of intellectual cultiva­tion are presented.Our a fair, pale daughter ” now sits down beneath the broad elms, and beside her, with “ forehead bare,” the young farmer stood “ upon his pitchfork leaning.” He too, is a picture of manly completeness, in his face, there is nothing “ mean or common,” but he is “ strong, manly, true,” and has the “ tenderness and pride, beloved of wo­man.”Now the two lovers begin to test their affection for each other, and the lines that follow reveal how artfully the test is applied. Looking up to him, and laughing, as if to avoid betrayal, she says :—
-------- “ You lack a wife,

Your mother lacks a daughter ”
But “ be sure among these brown old homes 
Is some one waiting ready—
Some fair sweet girl with skilful hand 
And cheerful heart for treasure,
Who never played with ivory keys,
Or danced the polka’s measure.”

The young farmer is extremely annoyed at her apparent indifference—“ ’Tis well,” say he,
“ For one like you 

To choose for me so lightly.”
Our young farmer does not conceal his anger, even in the presence of the “ pale, fair ) lady, for he “ bends bis black brows” and “ sets his white teeth tightly.” He here reveals the candour and honesty of his character. He does not see the game that is being played all the while, or what a tool he is being made by the artful little fairy before him, not for any bad purpose, but to maintain her own respect for herself, and to make way for the floods of affection which, now pent up in her bosom, will soon outflow upon him. “ You think,” says he,

“ Because my life is rude,
I take no note of sweetness ;
I tell thee love has naught to do 
With meetness or unmeetness.”

This is another form of the ©Id saying—love is blind. Still it is not a blindness in which the lover shares; but is the misfortune of others who cannot see the loveable qual­ities which charm the lover. He now gives vent to all the innocence of his nature, and to the intensity of his passion, 
“ You tempt me with your laughing eyes,

Your cheek of sundown’s blushes;
A motion as of waving grain;

A music as of thrushes.
Her rosy cheek suggests the reddened glow of the even­ing sky—“ sundown’s blushes.” How natural the concep­

tion of such an analogy would be to him ! Her light, agile movement suggests the waving motion of the grain, and her voice “ the music of the thrushes,” The reddened glow of the western sky, ere the sun sinks to rest, the wav­ing of the grain in the summer breeze, the music of the birds making the air vocal with their songs,—all these were scenes and sounds with which he must have been fa­miliar from childhood, and with which his most pleasant feelings must have been associated.He is not, however, so far gone as we would imagine, for he can bear the idea of her leaving him, although it +(,, make him miserable, and cause him to feel like a prisoner pent up in a dungeon, beyond whose walls he sees all that is near and dear to him, but from whose company he is to be forever shut out.
“ What care you that these hills will close 

Like prison walls about me.”
But as he gazes on the fair one before him his love becomes stronger, and inspires him -with confidence.

“ I dare your pity or your scorn 
With pride your own exceeding;

I fling my heart into your lap 
Without a word of pleading.”

This is undoubtedly a bold stand. Is this the language of love ? The perfection of the poetic art consists in the poet’s facility to merge his own personality in the charac­ter which he depicts. There is a philosophic calm of feel­ing and expression pervading this whole poem, which ap­pears to mar the animation and unstudied expression in which warm feeling generally manifests itself. But in some natures affection flows like a gentle stream meandering through green meadows and fragrant flowers; in others it is a mighty torrent, rushing down the mountain side, whose force nothing can withstand, and whose presence no art can conceal.
(To be concluded in our next.)

NIGHT THOUGHTS ON PHILOSOPHY.
IY.

T H E  B E A U T I F U L .
We have seen how by the laws of association and sug­gestion, objective beauty becomes possible, and how those very laws, while they allow its possibility, at the same time destroy its reality, and reduce it, in its ultimate analysis to a subjective feeling, whose consciously attested existence, again implied the priority of a certain class of permanently recurring sensations. How this permanent recurrence acquires its objective character, we shall explain at some future time, but the law of its permanence must be regarded as an ultimate fact, which sets at defiance, all possible explanation. Upon its permanence and univer­sality however, we can erect a standard of beauty, demand­ing universal acknowledgment, whereas, did it lack these qualities, such a standard would be impossible. Why the proposition, the fire causes pain—or some other object is causatively related to pleasure, is universally true, we know not, but once the knowledge given, and consequent upon it, there is material afforded for the action of laws, the longer the term of whose operation, the more indepen­dent do they become of the empirical conditions which were the occasion of their action. Perception must furnish the material for association, while at the same time it gives rise to the first manifestation of esthetic capability. Man becomes an esthetic as soon as he becomes a sentient
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