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Automatic Control Systems
are'Economy Insurance”
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century of experience in design, manufacture, and in-
| st;ll]'..ltiu{)._fa/mmu apparatus is available for a variety of
applications. It plays an important part in the modern-
ization of the mechanical plant in any type of building.

To control ROOM TEMPERATURES, Johuson thermostats
operate simple, rugged radiator valves or mixing dam-
O pers. Room thermostats may be had in the single tem-
=3 perature pattern or with the well-known Johuson “"Dual”

. ll THOROUGHLY MODERN, yet based on nearly half a

REGULATiO N of VENTI LAT' ON arrangement, providing a reduced, economy temperature

when certain sections of the building are unoccupied. . ..

AND AIR CONDITIONING For VENTILATION AND AIR CONDITIONING plants,

ZONE CON

there are thermostats, humidostats, and switches to con-
trol valves and dampers, start and stop motors on tem-
perature and humidity variation. Heating, cooling,
humidifying, dehumidifying—whatever the problem,
Jobuson equipment is the answer . . .

JOHNSON ZONE CONTROL has been developed to a fine
point. Groups of radiators are controlled by the Johuson
"Duo-Stat” in accordance with the proper relationship
between outdoor and radiator temperatures. . .. JOHNSON
PERIODIC FLUSH SYSTEMS are simple, dependable, uti-
lizing the fall force of the water supply for cleansing, and
reducing the load on supply and waste pipes by inter-
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mittent flushing in various parts of the building . . .
ECONOMY is the direct dividend paid by Jebunson instal-

PERIODIC lations. Comfort and convenience are the inevitable by-
FLUSH products. . . . Sales engineers located at thirty branch
SYSTEM S offices in the United States and Canada will survey and

report on your requirements, without obligation, just as
they have done in the case of countless buildings and
groups of buildings all over the continent.

JOHNSON TEMPERATURE REGULATING

COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED
97 JARVIS STREET TORONTO
Also at Montreal, Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver

- JOHNSON HEAT CONTROL
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MONEL METAL i\
HOT WATER T/\NK r‘

Clean, rust-free, economical

RU ST begins its attack on old type hot water tanks the day they are installed |
But now comes the Monel Metal Hot Water Tank. 20 years from now its Wi
inner surface will still be as rust-free as a silver pitcher. For it is solid Monel Metal X
—the mertal that cannot rust. :

Old style tanks havea short life at best. Their red discharge gives warning of decay,
of coming repairs, of inevitable replacement.

No tank-caused rust can ever leave its ugly mark in the bathroom, or taint the “
food in the kitchen, or ruin the clothes in the laundry of the home that has a Monel J
Metal Hot Water Tank. Twenty years hence its gleaming, polished Monel Metal

walls will be as clean inside as out. Its first cost is its last cost.

In all the other equipment for the new homes you build you are careful to specify
long-lasting materials. Why be satisfied with a hot water tank that will last only a

few years. Specify a Monel Metal Tank.

Tested up to 200 lbs. pressure, it is 50% to 100% stronger than other tanks.
Certainly you will want to specify this modern, efficient, economical tank in the
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homes you are planning. Full information supphl;d on request. 25 gallon to
500 gallon AN
'\ Srzes,
ﬁ@@m E & [/&E i i% Monel Metal is a registered
trade-mari: owned by Inter-
PRODUCT OF CANADIAN MINES i o Moo Bt
CANADIAN NICKEL PRODUCTS LIMITED Rlckelana ne-shigd ¢ opper
25 KING STREET WEST, TORONTO Cenids s gl
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THE INTERNATIONAL NICKEL COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED for Canada.
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Floored for

Quiet, Beauty and Permanence

with MARBOLEUM TILE

Office in the . .
Crescent Building, The above floor is typical of the many striking effects obtainable with

Hompreal Marboleum Tile which lend distinction to your premises and keep
cleaning costs to a minimum. Marboleum Tiles come in an endless
variety of shapes and sizes—eight plain colours, six marble efiects,
three Jaspe effects, to be laid with or without interlining. Ask your
Architect or Linoleum Contractor about their amazingly low first cost
and continued economy and also about the Dominion 5-Year
Guaranty Certificate.

DOMINION OILCLOTH & LINOLEUM CO. LIMITED MONTREAL

The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Page i/



THE ROYAL ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF CANADA

FOUNDED 19th AUGUST, 1907
INCORPORATED BY THE DOMINION PARLIAMENT 16th JUNE, 1908, 1st APRIL, 1912, AND l4th JUNE, 1929

ALLIED WITH THE “ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS”

FEDERATION OF THE ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS; THE ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA, THE
MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS; THE NOVA SCOTIA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS; THE ARCHITECTS
ASSOCIATION OF NEW BRUNSWICK; THE ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS; THE PROVINCE OF
QUEBEC ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS; THE SASKATCHEWAN ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS

OFFICERS 1933

PRESIDENT. oo mveipasiiosn et GORDON M. WEST (F).......coooiiiiniinn 43 VICTORIA STREET, TORONTO
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT..................GEOQ, W. NORTHWOOD............ 615 ROYAL BANK BUILDING, WINNIPEG
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT .ANDREW R. COBB............. CANADA PERMANENT BUILDING, HALIFAX
HONORARY SECRETARY................. ALCIDE CHAUSSE (F).........co0ouut 706 ST. GABRIEL STREET, MONTREAL
HONORARY TREASURER................. W. 5. MAXWELL (F).............. 1158 BEAVER HALL SQUARE, MONTREAL

SECRETARY, I. MARKUS, 74 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO

COUNCIL 1933

REPRESENTING THE ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS................C. 8. BURGESS (F) AND R. McCD. SYMONDS
REPRESENTING THE ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.......S5 M. EVELEIGH, JOHN Y. McCARTER
AND ANDREW L. MERCER

REPRESENTING THE MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS.............. D. W. BELLHOUSE, GEQ. W, NORTHWOOD
AND F. W. WATT

REPRESENTING THE NOVA SCOTIA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS. ..., ...iovivnannnn.n A, R. COBB AND 8. P. DUMARESQ
REPRESENTING THE ARCHITECTS ASSOCIATION OF NEW BRUNSWICK............ W. W. ALWARD AND H. CLAIRE MOTT
REPRESENTING THE ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS. . . .MURRAY BROWN, JAMES H. CRAIG, J. P. HYNES, PP.R.A.I.C.,

HERBERT E. MOORE (F), B. EVAN PARRY (F),
W. L. SOMERVILLE (F) AND GORDON M. WEST, P.R.A.I.C.

REPRESENTING THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS. ...... E. I, BAROTT (F), ALCIDE CHAUSSE (#),
ERNEST CORMIER (F), H. L. FETHERSTONHAUGH, W. S. MAXWELL (F)
PERCY E. NOBBS, PP.R.A.L.C., IRENEE VAUTRIN AND LUDGER VENNE

REPRESENTING THE SASKATCHEWAN ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS............... .HAROLD DAWSON AND WM, SWAN

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE R.A.L.C. ON THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS
Puivip J. TurNeR (F), F.R.LB.A., Hontreal Sir Raymonp Unwin, F.R.1.B.A., London, England

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1933

Gorpon M. WesT (F), President; ALcine CuaUssE (F), Honorary Secretary; W. S. MaxweLL (#), Honorary Treasurer;
Murray Brown; James H. Craig; J. P. Hynes (#); Hersert E. Moore (F);
B. Evan Pagrry (£); W. L. SoMmErvVILLE (F) anND L. Markus, Secrefary

PAST PRESIDENTS

*A, F. Duxtop, Montreal . . . .1907-08, 1908-09, 190910 Davip R. Brown (#), Montreal . . ... .1920-21, 1921.22
*F. S. BARER, Toronto. .. ........... 1910-11, 1911-12 Lewis H. Jorpan, Winnipeg. .. .. ... 1922-23, 1923-24
J.H.G. RusseLL (#), Winnipeg . 1912-13, 1913-14,1914-15  Jonx. S. ArcuisaLp (£), Montreal. .. ....1924-25, 1925
J. P. OueLLeT, Quebec.... ... 1915-16, 1916-17, 1917-18 J. P. Hy~es (F), Toronto . .. ......... 1926, 1927, 1928
A. Frang Wickson (#), Toronto. . . .. 1918-19, 1919-20 Percy E. Nopss (7), Montreal....... 1929, 1930, 1931
*Deceased

The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Page v



COFFEE SHOP—MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING, TORONTO
Marani and Lawson, MH.R.ALC., drehilects

Lhis front in the modern Grorgian manner is controlled to a great extent by the design of the budlding of which it forms an
tritegral wadt. In spife of thir i has an individual character which vuggestr the tupe of business within, There o an atfractive
impression of smartners about the whole facade.

The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Page 178



ARCHITECTS AND SHOP-FRONTS

BY RONALD W. CATTO, M.R.ALC.

HILE coercing me into writing this
article, the chairman of the Editorial
Board impressed it clearly upon my
mind that the subject matter (or
meat, if any) was to be for the consumption of
architects. It seems to me that, at the present
time especially, the greatest interest of architects
must rest not in how to design shop-fronts (plenty
of data can be found in regard to this) but in why
more of this type of work does not find its way into
their offices. I cannot pretend, at least among
architects, to be an expert on shop-fronts and so
must endeavour to fill out the allotted space with
a few other ideas which the subject brings to mind.
Therefore, before discussing the real subject (which
portion is the least appetizing to me) I propose,
craving your indulgence, to place before you, my
co-fasters at the table of depression, some facts
which may be worth chewing upon and which, at
least, will not upset an empty stomach.

The depression has placed a detour sign on the
highway along which our profession has been
serenely travelling, with scarcely a thought for the
many little side roads which might, if explored,
lead to interesting and remunerative fields of
endeavour. Huge office buildings, hotels, schools,
churches and other monumental buildings must
appear, to the layman, to be the only work in
which we are interested. These have been written
and talked about and in every other way displayed
as the measure of our progress in architecture.
And who will say that they are not so. Neverthe-
less, the profession as a whole has neglected to lay
sufficient stress on buildings of lesser social and
financial importance and by this apparent lack of
interest has permitted itself to be placed almost
entirely in the background in many classes of work
which should rightly engage the attention of the
architect.

The real-estate broker and the speculative-
builder have, together, practically ousted the archi-
tect from the residential field; and, still together,
they are invading others.

Shop-fronts, which we are now supposed to be
discussing, alterations to stores and other mercan-
tile buildings, in many cases quite extensive in
character, are, in the majority of instances, being
designed and carried out by glass companies,
builders and real-estate firms. Some real-estate
firms have departments organized for this type of
work. Others work with builders on a commission
basis while, at the same time, charging the owner
a fee.

Page 179

In fact, in all the smaller types of building opera-
tions, the services of an architect are seldom
considered either necessary or desirable. The
realtors and speculative-builders have educated the
public to the point where it is the common belief
that it is cheaper to buy than to build. Most people,
having decided to build a house, think first of a
real-estate broker or builder and believe it unneces-
sary and more costly to employ an architect; or,
if they decide one is required, are satisfied to leave
the choice to one of these gentlemen. The shop-
keeper, contemplating the installation of a new
front, believes he can obtain satisfactory results,
at the least possible cost, by starting a competition
among the glass companies. Or, if he requires
interior renovations and fixtures, he will proceed
in the same manner with the show-case manufac-
turers. It is not necessary to go further along
It must be said, however, that a very
considerable amount of work such as the above

these lines.

has been in progress during the past three or four
years and it seems a pity that only a very small
proportion has fallen to the hand of the architect
during a time when it would have been most
gratefully received. In good times, the sum total of
such work probably reaches a figure approximating
that of the larger projects and certainly has a
deserving attribute in that it may be apportioned
among a greater number of firms.

If we can, by one means and another, gain more
general consideration of the architect in connection
with houses, small buildings, alterations and so
forth, it seems unlikely that we would fail to retain
our grasp of the more important commissions.
Therefore, it would appear that we should con-
centrate on proving to the public that through the
architect is the logical, and certainly not more
expensive, approach to any building project how-
ever small. The task is much too great for any
individual or small group and must be undertaken
by the profession as a whole if the overwhelming
advance of the speculative-builder and specialty
trades into the legitimate field of the architect is
to be turned back. That this is the opinion of
architects in U.S.A. is clearly demonstrated by the
current publicity being given there to the advan-
tages of employing the architect on “odd jobs.”
Whether this is the best method of attack only
time will show but the situation calls for concerted
and serious consideration and action by the pro-
fession. We must put up a new shop-front, dress
out show-windows attractively and change them
often,
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SHOP-FRONT FOR “MY VALET,” TORONTO
Farle L. Sheppard, M. .R.AX.C., drchitect

This front is modelled after the German vogue. A whole strect in thic fashion would, dowbtless, result in something or other,
The owner has, of courve, put up the (nevidable sign and partially destroyed the effect of hir front.

If the architect can produce small houses of better
design and construction at costs equal to or less
than the speculative-builder, he must “blab it to
the public.” The realtor and builder are telling
them the reverse every day. If the architect can
design more intriguing and more economical shop-
fronts than the glass companies and is the most
fitted person to make plans for interiors and sugges-
tions for fixtures, furnishings and decorations, he
has only to convince the shop-keeper and the job
is his. Quite aside from any hope of personal gain,
architects should make this effort for the better-
ment of the communities in which they live. For
if, as is true, our residential districts are being
filled with ugly, jerry-built houses and our business
streets lined with uninteresting and often grotesque
shop-fronts which, rarely, have even the commend-

able attribute of being amusing, then the
architectural profession has, largely, itself to
reproach.

The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada

Besides endeavouring to gain these ends by pub-
licity the architect must become belligerent towards
those competitors who are taking his bread and
butter and, at the same time, seeking to make their
dessert out of those jobs which, perforce or by
chance, have fallen to his lot, He must not allow
the speculative-builder to tender on work in his
He must tell him to seek out his own jobs.
He must treat glass companies and other trades

office.

who are competing with him in the same manner.
He should state his reasons for doing so to those
whom he knows to be carrying on this type of
competition. Architects who are fortunate enough
to have in their control the letting of sub-contracts
on large work would be doing a service for the
profession if they would take a similar stand. The
various associations and individual chapters could
do a great deal in their respective districts. Com-
bined action of this kind might effect a change of
policy in some of the trades concerned.

Page 1850
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SHOP-FRONT IN PARIS, FRANCE

The simplicity and character of refinement displayed in the two French exampler shown on this and the accompanying page
denote clearly the character of the business carried on within. It ir undoubledly high class. While these two fronts are not of the
most modern vintage and display no attempl to express the nature of the business, they are good exampler of the French method.

The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada
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LAKE SIMCOE ICE |
& FUEL LIMITED

SRR R

Lake Simcoe
ICEs FUEL

LIMITID

e

SHOP-FRONT FOR THE LAKE SIMCOE ICE COMPANY, TORONTO
8. B, Coon and Son, drehitects

A picture frame was doubtless the idea back of thic design.  The extended door famb is unfortunate but the front offers no
compelilion fo the merchandice and defindely concentrafer the vision.

The Journal, Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Page 184



I was not a little surprised that our somewhat
staid and dignified journal, whose chaste pages,
usually, contain only the “pure” architecture of
churches and other monumental buildings, would
condescend to enclose within its royal covers such
architectural trifles as shop-fronts. I am con-
strained to congratulate the editorial board on this
departure and to express the hope that this ap-
parent disposition to stroll into the by-ways of
architecture reflects a growing interest, on the part
of architects in general, in the smaller services
which they can render for a fee. There are signs
in other directions that thisis so. As THE JourNAL
should record wherein our majority of interest lies
it is to be hoped that such excursions will be con-
tinued. Such a policy might serve to impress its
lay readers, who, unfortunately, are so few in
number, with the fact that, at least a few, archi-
tects are interested in the common, everyday
problems of building. Perhaps such a policy might
have the effect of increasing the number of lay
readers. Houses, certainly, are among the subjects
most interesting to the majority of women and
there are more men interested in shop-fronts and
small buildings than in any other type of business
building.

While the first requirements of a shop-front is
that it protect the interior from the elements and
form an effective barricade against the marauder,
in the last analysis it is the shop-keeper’s bill-
board on which he announces to all and sundry
who he is and what he has to sell. Tt is used, though
not always, to display merchandise and in other
ways to attract and advise the passer-by of the
business carried on within.

For some years, in this country, the first thought
of the shop-keeper, desiring to attract attention,
seems to have been to acquire an electric sign of
the largest proportions and the most intricate
gyrations possible. The principal of design in
many of these signs appears to be not merely to
catch the eve, to strike it, but to forture it into
attention. And, the same might be said of many
of our modern shop-fronts. One might even sup-
pose that some of the goods to which one is thus
directed would not stand the intelligent scrutiny
of a normal person. For one is so bewildered by
the glare of continually flashing lights, or by ever
changing and distorted letters, that calm considera-
tion of the merchandise becomes almost impossible.

Recently, there seems to be a growing tendency,
however, in addition to an effort to have the shop-
front bright and fetching, to imbue it with a note
of character. This fact, in a great many cases,
tonés down the electrical display. Probably the
great number of European trips made during boom
times by both shop-keepers and their customers
has had not a little to do with this change of
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thought. For, since the war, many original and
even daring designs have been applied to the fronts
of commercial premises in Paris and Berlin, while
in London similar methods have been used though
with greater refinement and a higher standard of
execution.

While a careful study of European methods will
well repay the Canadian architect interested in
such work, there is a decided difference in the
methods of merchandizing employed there and in
those followed in this country. The desire for
larger fascias for the display of the name in large
lettering, usually illuminated, together with the
realization that, except on a very wide street and
with a very high ceiling, sufficient daylight to
serve any practical purpose cannot be obtained
through the shop-front, has decreased the amount
of glass area formerly used and correspondingly
increased the size and altered the design of the
crowning portion of the front which, formerly, was
treated merely as lintol on which was attached a
signboard of whatever dimensions this permitted.
This tendency towards deep, flat fascias is notice-
able in all countries. In this country there is
another idea growing out of the narrowness of our
sidewalks and the belief of our merchants that it is
good business to display, at all times, all the dif-
ferent styles and types of merchandise which they
carry. This is the arcaded or recessed type of
front which, at the same time, provides more show
window area and a space from which the public
may view the shop-keeper’s wares, protected from
sunshine or rain and without being jostled by
people hurrying along the street. This seems to be
the only essential in which European shop-fronts
differ from our own.

The French designers seem to pay more attention
to expressing the particular type and character of
trade indulged in and for this reason the shop-
fronts of Paris do not present so uniform an
appearance as those of London. The German
designers seem to aim at sensation. It does not
seem impossible, however, to carry out this idea
of individualism without adapting methods as
freaky as those employed in some instances without
any regard to the general appearance of the street
and without any thought of the consideration due
adjoining premises.

Without enlarging upon the many problems
which beset the designer of a shop-front, the
intricacies of window lighting, Neon tubing, venti-
lation, the great variety of materials at one’s
disposal and the idiosyncracies of store-keepers,
who are the same as all other owners, it must be
obvious to anyone, who takes time to consider,
that this type of work holds out many opportunities
for the display of originality, boldness and good
sense on the part of the architect,
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THE HOUSES WE MIGHT HAVE®

BY JOSEPH EMBERTON, F.R.I.B.A.

REJUDICE alone stands between us and

the creation of houses which would provide

comforts and joys yet untasted. Science

has produced enormous stores of knowledge
which, if employed in the building of houses, would
completely change their form.

One of the main obstacles to progress is the false
value which has been placed on anything old.
Some people think that by furnishing their houses
with antique furniture they achieve respectability.
We have new materials today with which we can
achieve equal or better service from well-designed
modern furniture at less cost. Yet people seem to
prefer to collapse in antique chairs, rather than
accept new forms.

It is the same with our houses. We have
become slaves of tradition and make our needs
subservient to our preconceived notions of aesthetic
suitability.

Very little has changed in the form of our houses
in the last century, in spite of the considerable
improvement achieved in building science and
materials. When our houses had to be constructed
of brick and timber their forms were determined
by the limitations of such materials. It was neces-
sary to limit the area of windows on account of the
structure of the wall itself as well as on account of
heat losses. The development of economical central
heating and the use of steel and reinforced concrete
have made it possible to arrange windows of any
size and number. Yet even today adequate sun-
light is refused admission to a living room for no
other reason than that the windows shall be of
traditional form.

The conditions of living have also altered con-
siderably during the last hundred years. The
problem of adequate domestic service necessitates
more compact planning and the insertion of many
labour-saving devices.

It seems, therefore, logical that the resultant
forms shall be new. Yet present-day houses appear
similar to those of a hundred years ago, either
because of the clinging to tradition or because of
ignorance on the part of the people responsible for
building them.

The only hope appears to lie in a more en-
lightened public opinion. The public must be
taught that the quality of a building must not be
judged by its appearance alone. For if we are to
make progress, we must treat building, not as a
matter of taste, but of logic and judge a building
in relation to the service it provides. Buildings
should serve man, and man should not be made

subservient to buildings. Yet this is what has
happened.

New materials and increased knowledge are not
being exploited in the service of man, because they
produce forms which he is not used to and which he,
therefore, considers to be bad. The simple detail
of the window is enough to illustrate this. This is
still built according to preconceived notions, al-
though with concrete and steel there are far less
limitations. The splitting up of the glass of the
windows into small panes, obscuring the view and
increasing the cleaning difficulties, is purely a relic
of the days when the limitations of glass made it
DQCQSS&I‘.}-‘.

I believe that the solution of modern problems
by the use of modern materials would result in new
forms of beauty, transcending anything that has
yet been achieved—forms of a freshness and virility
which could never have been achieved by any
process of aesthetics.

The builders of medieval cathedrals have left us
unrivaled examples of beautiful buildings, the form
of which was the inevitable result of the problems
which faced them in those times. Their great
knowledge of the bearing capacity of stone, and the
desirability of less restricted floor space made them
evolve the Gothic style. But their simple approach
to building was lost in the Renaissance, when they
began to camouflage the buildings with classic
forms. This may have been sound then, but now
steel and concrete have changed the situation.

If we consider the house as a machine for living
in, and demand the efficiency from it as is demanded
from an aeroplane, the sight of which produces
in everybody, old and young, a sense of extreme
satisfaction, we shall progress toward a new type
of home which will be worthy of our times and a
joy to live in: a home designed from the inside,
carefully planned and offering every convenience
and comfort, at a considerably lower cost.

In towns the modern problem will be solved by
building much higher buildings in the form of flats.
The traffic problem will demand this if nothing
else does. By building tall, isolated towers, say
500 feet apart, sufficient accommodation could be
provided at much less cost. We could acquire
much more space for traffic and for gardens, and
more adequate air space, and eliminate from our
homes the inconvenience of dust and noise caused
by traffic. Surely such homes are worth while,
but if we are to have them we must, to quote
Socrates, ‘“follow the argument wherever it may
lead.”

#Condensed by Magazine Digest from Today and Tomorrow, London.
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PUBLIC WORKS IN THE NEW DEAL*

Editor's Nole: Apropos of the efforts being made by the National Construction Council to stimulate

commercial recovery through the instrumentality of a programme of needed construction, i ir interesting

to nole from this article that the United States Government has recognized the importance of construction
ar a means of providing work for the unemployed.

Our business is to put men to work, to do it
quickly, and to do it intelligently. We must take
men off relief rolls and put them on pay rolls. The
inadequacy of “made work” just to keep the un-
employed busy is obvious. The New Deal calls
for the re-employment of men at their old trades on
construction projects that are necessary for the
public good. The administration of public works
is allotting over three billion dollars for the under-
taking of such projects through loans and grants.
To date $1,212,864,697.00 has been allotted for
various types of projects.

Since speed of employment is the prime con-
sideration, most of this money has been assigned
to water works, highways, various government
departments, ship building, etc. These projects
were selected first because they could be started
with the least loss of time. Now more plans for
buildings are reaching the stage where they can be
judged, approved and construction started.

On August 17th, $28,119,145.00 had been allotted
to building projects (federal buildings and low-cost

housing). As fast as building projects can be
examined as to their need and soundness they will
be passed upon by the special board, the money
allotted and men put to work. Each project must
necessarily be judged on its own merits. The
architects, engineers and contractors of the country
can do their part by bringing the needed construc-
tion projects to their State Engineers’ attention,
or in the case of housing to the Housing Director at
Washington, promptly and in the form prescribed
in the published circulars. With such co-operation
the administration can function quickly in putting
the building industry back to work.

The administration realizes that dollars spent
for needed buildings have a more widespread
economic effect than money spent on many other
types of projects. Therefore in administering the
public works sections relating to buildings we are
mindful of the broad provisions of the Act and
their bearing on the economic status and purchasing
power of the millions who are dependent directly
and indirectly on construction for their livelihood.

*A Statement by Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior and Administrator of Public Works in the United States,
as Published in September Issue of Architectural Forum.

PRIVATE ARCHITECTS TO BE EMPLOYED
ON GOVERNMENT WORK IN THE UNITED STATES

According to an announcement recently made by
L. W. Robert, Jr., assistant secretary of the United
States Treasury, private architects and engineers
are to be engaged to prepare the plans and specifi-
cations for a large federal building programme
which may reach a total of $200,000,000. This
policy has been adopted in order that professional
men who have not had employment will benefit
by the large expenditure for new government build-
ings, the design and construction of which come
under the authority of the Supervising Architect’s
Office of the Treasury.

In order that employment may be spread as far
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as possible among architects and engineers, Mr.
Robert has requested the co-operation of the
American Institute of Architects and American
Engineering Council in enrolling qualified indivi-
duals and firms. His intention is to engage archi-
tects and engineers resident in the State in which
the buildings are to be erected.

For the purpose of assembling the records of
architects throughout the country, a pre-qualifica-
tion blank in the form of a questionnaire is to be
sent to each architect with a request to fill out the
questionnaire and return to the Treasury Depart-
ment.
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THE McTAVISH HOUSE, ST. JEAN BAPTISTE STREET, MONTREAL

From a painting by H. Bunnett in the HeCord Museum

THE HOUSE OF SIMON McTAVISH
No. 27 ST. JEAN BAPTISTE STREET, MONTREAL
BY RAMSAY TRAQUAIR, M.A.(Hon.) F.R.LB.A. AND G. A. NEILSON

N 1786 Simon McTavish, the fur merchant of
Montreal, leased from Richard Dobie, mer-
chant, a new dwelling-house in St. Jean Bap-
tiste Street for a period of seven years at the

annual rental of £130. The lease, passed before
Edward W. Gray, N.P. states that the house had
not vet been lived in by any person and gives an
inventory of the finishings. This gives the rooms
as, on the first floor, kitchen, pantry and servants
room, on the second, four rooms with two marble
hearths and, on the third, five
in addition, stables, “necessary”, ice-house and

rooms with,

cellar,

In 1795 McTavish bought the house from Dobie.
The deed of sale, signed by Joseph Frobisher on
behalf of McTavish, gives some particulars. The
lot consists of “a stone dwelling-house built in the
English taste, stables and out-houses with an ice-
The ground on which
they stood had been purchased by Dobie in small

house and a small garden.”

The Journal, Royal drchitectural Institute of Canada

parts from four different owners, added to a lot
owned by himself and then redivided. A plan
showing the new boundaries and house is appended
to the deed and this shows the house and lot very
much as it is today.

On Simon McTavish’s death in 1804 the house
was left to his widow and seems to have been used
as a dwelling-house until the end of the century.
In 1885 Bunnett made a painting of it, in very
minute detail, which is now in the McCord Mu-
seum. It was still practically unaltered in 1905
when Mr. D. Hardie and Mr. Roxburgh Smith
measured and drew the details of the mantelpieces,
stair and front door. About this time the property
was acquired by the National Drug Company, for
the purpose of a factory. The top floor was re-
moved and an additional brick storey was added,
with a flat roof. In 1931 all the fittings had gone
excepting one fine mantelpiece on the principal
floor and some fragments of the staircase and the
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dado panelling. These are now in the McCord
Museum.

A survey of the buildings was made in 1930 by
the students of the School of Architecture of
McGill University.
based on this survey and on the old drawings by
Messrs. Hardie and Smith.

The house was in three storeys, a half basement,
referred to in the lease as the first floor, a principal
or second floor and an attic or third floor. It is in
two parts, the house proper to the west and the
additional building which contained the stables to
the east, separated from the house by the arched

The restored drawings are

entry. The ice-house and “necessary’’ were in the
back yard.

The front door had disappeared in 1931. Bun-
nett’s painting and the old photographs show that
it was in the centre of the street front. It had a
semi-circular fanlight, with fluted doric pilasters
and an architrave. It was measured by Mr.
Roxburgh Smith.

From this door the principal floor must have
been reached by a short flight of steps. The side

walls of this staircase still remain but the stair
itself has been removed.

The basement shows no traces now of its origi-
nal use but we know from the inventory that it
contained the kitchen, servant’s room and cellar.
The large window next to the arch of the entry is
not shown on Bunnett’s picture and must be a
later insertion.

On the principal floor the centre is occupied by
the staircase and hall passage. On each side is a
large double room, the front and back separated
by elliptical arches. Each of these four divisions
or rooms has a chimneybreast and fireplace. In
the front east room the mantelpiece was still in
position in 1930. Itisa typical American “colonial”
design of the late XVIII century “Adam” type
—a cast iron grate with a yellow veined (jaune
antique) marble surround; a delicately moulded
frieze and mantelshelf with a carved central panel:
at the sides tapered and fluted pilasters, above a
large panel with side pilasters.

In 1905 the west room still retained an old
mantelpiece of very similar design. This has now
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disappeared but fortunately the drawings have
preserved a record of 1it. These mantelpieces cor-
respond to the two marble hearths mentioned in
the inventory. How the two other fireplaces were
treated we do not know; the inventory mentions a
Portland stone hearth with a small piece broken
off on this floor.

The whole floor had a low panelled dado and a
chair rail.

The general arrangement of the plan conforms
to the English Georgian type with the central stair
and double side rooms. The arrangement of the
entrance door and stair is made necessary by the
half basement. It should be compared with the
somewhat similar arrangement in the “Fargues”
house, No. 92 St. Peter Street, Quebec.

As the attic floor has completely disappeared
it i1s fortunate that the old drawings include the
staircase and two of the bedroom mantels. The
photograph shows a part of the dado panelling and

handrail, but the latter has been taken down and
replaced during the alterations and the balusters
are not in their original positions.

The annex to the east shows no trace of its
original use, a coach-house and stables. It com-
municates with the east room of the principal floor
by three steps down, since its floor is at a
higher level so as to allow the entry to pass
under.

The house is of interest as showing the town
house of a wealthy citizen of Montreal in the end
of the XVIII century. It should be compared
with the much more elaborate and larger house at
No. 92 St. Peter Street, Quebec. Quebec was
evidently a much wealthier and more important
place whilst Montreal was already beginning to
show strong English influences.

The tradition of this house is American Colonial.
It is indeed quite possible that the mantelpieces
were imported for they are quite unlike anything

THE MANTELPIECE
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PROVIDE for !
Building-wide HEARING rp e

ARGE buildings of many kinds should include

Northern Electric Programme Distribution

Systems—which pick-up, amplify and distribute
sound wherever loud speakers are installed.

The source of speech or music may be micro-
phones, records brought on a Northern Electrie
Reproducer Set or radio broadcasts brought in
by Northern Electric Receivers. Volume may be
controlled as desired. Tonal quality is natural,
clear—as you would expect of a product of Bell
Telephone makers.

This equipment has numerous uses. It provides
music or other entertainment in any number of
rooms at once—enables everyone to hear clearly
—delivers instructions or announcemenls to
many points simultaneously.
w ® ®

The Northern Electric Radio Frequency Distri-
bution System should also be considered for
apartment houses, hotels, hospitals. Using only
one antenna, this system provides antenna and
lead-in facilities for as many as 3000 radios,
assuring highest quality reception for each.

@ Sound transmission experts will gladly assist you
in planning installations to meet specific needs,

Northern @ FElecrric S

STATIONS

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL SERVICE
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