











no more of that heaven-born longing for a
higher plane of moral existence, than “he who
dwells beneath the tropies knows of icicles.”
Some, whose eecupation it is to taste the
fruit of literary genius and pronounce as to its
quality, have discovered that Tennyson is blame-

steel-hearted heroes of the Round Table with
the trappings of an age long posterior to the
reign of Arthur. It was not till the tenth or
eleventh century that chivalry arose, about five
: hundred years after the passing of Arthur from
. this “earth which is bound by golden chains
‘about the feet of God.” To find the tournament
with all its associations fully developed in the
sixth century, is like finding Adam enjoying a
bycicle-ride through the cool glades of Eden,
while Eve reclines in the refreshing shade of the
tree of knowledge, enjoying Ouida’s last novel.
Tennyson is not to blame for this anachronism.
He has taken the legends as he found them, If
the love-born poet-minstrels of the Middle Ages
breathed into their resurrected heroes the spirit
Minlry, it was mt Tennynon E purt to assume

worthy for investing the prosaic, hard-handed,

‘before the sanction of the gods had heen obtained
through the “response” of ‘an oracle. ‘We can
not believe that those mediums between gods and
men, were otherwise than gigantic deceptions,
But their long continuance with unimpaired fame
show us plainly, with what eagerness mankind
grasps at any means of penetrating the future.

Another method, scarcely less colobn%éd than
the system of oracles, was the in bion of
ths movements of heavenly bodies. These were
all considered to bear the most intimate relation
to the lives of men. “The avowed reason for
assigning such proportion to the planetary bodies
was, that the heavens are one great book in which
God has written the history of the world, and in
which every man may read his own fortune and
the transactions of his time.” Astrology seems
to have held sway for a longer period than any
other supmtition. It appouod in fdll power at
very edly stages in man’s history, yet its influence
extended down to the middle of the seventeenth
century. At that comparatively modern period,

the belief in this superstition is shown by the
.upuwm of we W'l!&u MIny. mm

undertaking of any importance was commenced |
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skies previous to the occurrence of each. Eminent
men have attempted to guide their actions by
the .stars, Wallenstein will occur to every
person’s mind as a devout believer in this super-
stition. There were some, however, who ven-
turéd to ridicule it, and among those our great
dramatist, if we are to judge from his words:—

* « This is the excellent foppery of the world that when
we are sick in fortune, (often the surfeit of our own be-
baviour,) we make guilty of our disasters the sun, the moon,
and the stars”......

In some oonnt.nel, the power of fortelling the
future from visions, called second ught. obtained
great credence. The phenomena is certainly
very mymriom and in itself must not be classed
with su It only ranks among the
the l;tt;er when men believe that persons can
conjure up visions of anything and everything
about which they are consulted. Somany won-
derful instances of second-sight have occurred,
as to rendu' it by no means strange that people
should have sought a knowledge of coming
events w iu agency.

is relat he murder of the Emperor

5, which took place at
_:Appolomns Thyavius at
lending the theatre at the
ATe :,to him, and on behold-
g dom Stephanus, strike
wmdod him—he is

inquired if he had received a vision about the
absent ones. With some reluctance the taischer
acknowledged that a sinking boat had appeared
to him, (the usual vision in cases of drowning).
The whole village was accordingly plunged into
woe and lamentation. The day following, how-
ever, the party returned safe and sound, and
explained that they had exceeded the proposed
length of their visit, at the earnest solicitation of
their friends. It is rather peculiar that the pro-
phecies of those taischeys were always of a
mournful character. For instance, a neighbour
would appear wrapped in a shroud. Death was
soon to seize him, and the time of its coming was
in proportion to the part of his body covered by
the shroud. A peculiarly direful vision was
that of a spectre carrying a coffin. Whatever
village he, (I am in doubt as to the sex of a
spectre,) approached, was straightway to be
visited with some pestilence.

From the desire of the many to know more
of things hidden from mortal view, and the
ingenuity of a few in taking advantage of that
fact, sprang what we now know as, the black
art. 'This is an old and wicked imposture, as
we learn from a passage in the Mosaic law for-
bidding the Israelites to have any dealings with
“ g charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits,
or & wizard, or a necromancer,” The black art

appears to have been a judicious mixture of
astrology and alchemy, with the introduction
from the nether world, of an individual by no
s amisbly disposed toward mortals. We
iliar with doaenphonl of a profeasor




- He has his choice of Greek and German.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editors Dalhousie Gazette :

MEessrs. EpITors,—I was sorry to see that in
your last issue instead of endorsing the grievance
I had aired in your columns some time ago, you
endeavored to show that there was no possibility
of unfairness in the competition for the Dr.
Avery Prize. However, you will excuse me if I
dare to differ from some of the opinions you
have expressed. In the first place, in the con-
cluding sentence of your editorial you assert that
“ the very fact that the subjects in question are
optional, precludes the possibility of there being
any unfairness, every student having an oppor-
tunity of taking whichever subject he may think
least difficult.” But every student does not
want to take the subject he thinks least difficult.
For example, a student who intends to prepare
himself for the ministry requires to know Greek.
Ger-

man he believes to be far less difficult than
Greek, still he prefers studying the harder
language, because it will be useful to him in his
after-work. Still this student is to see himself
beaten, it may be, by another who, just consider-
ing the way in which he can get through the
easiest, takes German instead of Greek. Surely
there is unfairness here.

As regards the respective difficulties of the
three subjects there is not, I think, any chance
of dispute. I must confess that I have never
studied much German, and no Hebrew ; but I
have always heard and have always believed,
that neither of these languages was nearly ‘as
difficult as Greek. To him who still thinks |
Gcrm huder than Greek, I would reeommand
surﬂul npnpermdghw’um

ﬂbmﬂd,stamntm of the Teacl

| held in the College. 1t will con
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sible, to make any unprejudiced person believe,
that the elements of a language, however difficult,
can be as hard as advanced Greek. It will be
noticed by every one who has read your reply,
that you have steered clear of Astronomy
altogether. Was it because you thought there
might be some unfairness in putting it on the
same footing with German and Hebrew ?

I am afraid I have already occupied too much
space in the discussion of a subject which can
only be interesting to a small number of your
readers. But I felt that some of your statements
needed answering, and to these I have endeavored

to reply.
| S'rm)m ?

VERY few exchanges have as yet arrived.
Most college papers, and nearly all Canadian
ones, are published monthly, generally at the
beginning of the month, and college journals are
not the things which above all others are dis-
tinguished by the unvarying punctuality with
which they make their appearance.

The first exchange that comes to hand is the
ARrcosy, which does not in the issue for January
fall below, at all events, the quite respectable
line of its average excellence. We were espe-
cially pleased with an article written by “8.”
on “ Ramblings through Foreign Art Galleries.”
We presume this is the first of a series, as it
deals with only one Gallery, viz., the ‘National
Art Gallery of Seotland. The article is wtitten

I am, yours truly,

OUR EXCHANGES.

We »h bas some readable articles, however,
- and a spirite mwmmmhm |
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brag and bravado, which are not at all comme ol
faut in a college journal, and in the least
becoming to the “modest ARGosY.” A very
good account is given of the late burning of the
Ma.le Academy, which would have been better
still, had not the writer strained so hard after
the tragic in the opening paragraph. We may
here express our sympathy with the Sackvilians
in their recent loss. Fate seems determined to
thwart the yearnings expresced by the editors of
having the “ hazy uncertainty and romantic
quaintness of the past” gather around their
institutions. We wonder if in the late conflag-
ration there was not the finger of destiny point-
ing to Consolidation ? If so it is a significant
augury that the flames, if we understand the
description aright, extended in the direction of
Halifax. Some people will be superst,ltlous
you know.

The BATES STUDENT from Lewiston, Me., enters
with the New Year upop its tenth volume, and
appears in new covers which present a very
neat appearance. It also comes from a new
editorial board, which indicates that the students
of Bates appoint their editors in the middle of
the session, not at its commencement as is most
generally the case. There would bz some incon-
veniences in this plan, we imagine, yet it would
tend to a more equable division of labour in any
one session. We welcome the new editors into
the high and honorable field of Joumahsm, and
trust that they may always find that it is a very

good place to be in.

The COLLEGIAN AND NEOTORIAN represents

Lawrence University, Appleton, Wis., and would
do so more respectably, had it a better style of

DALHOUSIE IN COUNCIL.

A GENERAL meeting of the students was held
on Wednesday, the 25th ult., to consider matters
in reference to the Gymnasium. The committee
brought in a report which was adopted. The
committee had made all arrangements, and had
got tenders from different instructors, the terms of
which were made known to the students. The
old committee was discharged, with: thanks, and
a new one appointed-with power to draw up
rules and regulations. The committe was further
empowered to make all arrangements about the
instructor, and various other matters in connec-
tion with the Gymnasium. This committee is
to consist of Davidson, Campbell, Bell, Taylor
and Crowe. After this the meeting adjourned.

A SECOND meeting was held on Friday, the
97th ult., to consider matters in re GAZETTE. So
said the notice, but when the students assembled
on that evening there was no person there who
knew what the business was. Then there were
curses, not loud but deep. At last, however, the
secretary put in an appearance and the meeting
proceeded to business. The resignation of Mr,
Kempton as editor was read and on motion
accepted ; Mr. Crowe was appointed editor in his
stead. After this the meeting adjoulned

PERSONALS.

A. J. MURRAY, a General of Session '78-'79,
is teaching at Fisher’s Grant, Pictou Co.

S. KgitH, who was a student here for some
years,is now attending Medical College, Kingston.

J. F. DusTAN, a General here a few years
ago, and once an editor of the GAZETTE, is now
at Princeton, N. J,, studying theology.

W. 1vEs, a Freshman of '78-79, is studying

law in the office of J. D. McLeod, Esq., Pictou.
| We wish him every success in his legal studm-

J. T. WyuE, winner of the Professor’s
Schqhuhip in '78-"79, is teaching the ym

'-p-iy' | m# at Nappan, Cumberland Co.

sa, o Senior of "T7-T8, bmm‘_
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W. F. FRASER, winner of Young Elocution
Prize in '78-'79, is studying law in the office of
H. W. C. Boak, Esq., Halifax.

WE have still to add to our list of Dalhousians
in Picton County. We thought we had com-
pleted the list in our last issue, but we find to
make it complete we must add the names of
J. R. CorLig, M. D., River John, County Coun-
| cillor for Polling Section No. 4, Pictou Co. ; A.P.
| SmitH, M. D., Lower Barney’s River; E.
i KennEDpYy, M. D., Stellarton ; M. LinToN, M. D,,
} Westville. None of the above gentlemen com-

L this college for some years. Among the clergy-
men of Pictou County, we have also more repre-
sentatives than we at first supposed. The
congregation of Salt Springs has for its pastor
one of Dalhousie’s sons, J. FrrzraTRrICK, B.A., 75,
| Over St. Andrew’s Church, New Glasgow,
i GEORGE MURRAY, for two or three years a student
| here, is the much respected pastor. This congre- |
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pleted their course at Dalhousie, but all attended |

gation is an exceedingly large one, and it is but
right that we should congratulate them on the
choice they have made. A. W. McLEop, B. A,
75, who graduated from Princeton in 78, and
obtained his M. A. degree from Dalhousie in the
same year, has been lately inducted pastor of the
“ United Congregation ” of West River. Previous
to his removal to West River he had been settled
in Parrsboro’, Cumberland Co. The congregation
over which he now presides, is the very charge,
once ministered to by the venerable Principal of
our College.

I will be interesting to those students who
regularly attend the debates in the House of
Assembly to know, that the Hon. J. F. Stairs was
educated in Dalhousie. Mr. Stairs was elected
member for Halifax some time after the election
of 1878, to fill the place of Mr. MecDonald, who
had resigned his position in order to become
Post Office Inspector. His well known abilities at
once secured him a place on the Exeeutive Council.
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NOTMAN

Has issued tickets to students which entitle
them to be photographed at his Studio,

39 GEORGE STREET.
at the following rates:—

Cabinet—Best Finish, . .  $5.0 nuu
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