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winism on theological grounds, have come
round so far as to write books to show that
“the Old Faith can live by the New.”

At the present day many, perhaps the most
of our scientists, hold that the development of
the cosmological system has been and is of a
purely mechanicul nature, In brief, they elaim
that a development has been going on for aeons
of aeons. This development has been advancing
under fixed and unchanging laws for countless
ages. Under these immutable laws certain
forces, as old as the laws themselves, have been
steadily at work. The result of the combined
action of these determinate forces under these
invariable laws is our Universe as it now exiats
According to this theory the same set of forces
and the same code of laws will go on for ever,
working out great changes. But the central
point of this system is that these forces are
working towards no definite end. They will
inevitably produce great changes, but they do
not produce them as their ultimate aim. Their
work is of a purely mechanicul nature, and the
mechanism has been set in motion (sua sponte,
perchance) without being intended to accomplish
any fixed or premeditated purpose.

Certainly it does seem grand to think of this
immense-structure of the Universe, consisting of
numberless worlds, extending through infinite
space, as ruled and controlled by a few simple
laws, As one looks forth upon the face of
Nature and considers the seeming perfection of
all her works, the human heart might justly
swell with pride to think that, evolved as I am
from the lowest form of organic life, yet by that
very evolution I have been raised to such a
pinnacle of intelligence that, looking thence, I
can trace the development of myself back to the
primordial germ of living organism ; yet, further,
I can explain whence came this earth, this sun,
these stars, and all the worlds that stud the
vault of Heaven.

When we turn our attention solely wmturd |

phenomena in the objective world, we readily | «

might have been evolved, as it is to-day. When |
the “Human Understanding” endeavours to .

grasp the idea of what might be accomplished
in infinite time by such forces as affinity, attrac-
tion, the “ mastery of the organism,” ete., it is
compelled to cry out that the harmonious exer-
cise of their functions by the laws and forces of
nature is the only assumption which the
mechanical view of creation involves.

But let us return to the view of the School-
men already referred to. It embodies in itself
those principles which are the 'outstanding
features of the so-called Teleological view of
creation. Let us assume the position of believers
in this theory of design. Suppose that, after
most careful scientific research, study and reflec-
tion, we are compelled to acknowledge the
so-called theory of the origin of the Universe
and the Darwinian theory of the “Origin of
Species.” Are we then compelled to abandon
our theory of Design? When we study the
eternal universe not merely by itself, but also
in relation to the analysis of the human mind,
we are compelled by this combined objective and
subjective study to demand a First Cause. And
further, we are driven by whatsoever train of
Reasoning we may adopt in this investigation
of the mind to require that this First Cause be
a superior intelligence.
process of logic convince ourselves that such an

intelligent potency can set our infinite series of

co-related causes to work to produce in an aim-
less fashion infinitely continued but infinitely
useless results.

‘That an evolved Reason should be eomtrdned
to seek for an intelligent originator and eomp-
troller of the laws and forces by and throug
which the material Universe has been OWIM
seems to me a 8 e
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allow that given infinite time, infinite space and | the
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seems to me that the evolutionary theory as
apphed to ths Natural World, forms a connect-

* ing link which renders the Teleological view of

creation consistent with the conclusions of
science and consistent -with the Scriptural
account of creation.

We admire the beauty and perfection of the
development of the Universe under “The Reign
of Law.” Nevertheless we demand a knowledge
of that “ Esprit des Lois” which Reason tells us
must permeate and vitalize the entire system.
And this we find by adopting a refined and
purified Teleological conceptlon of the Origin of
the Universe. It in no wise impairs the validity
of this view to ask why has an omnipotent God
adopted such a roundabout way to accomplish
His eternal purposes. Shall the created say to
the Creator thus and thusly should’st thou work ?
It is not ours to inquire why the Eternal has

so carried into execution His mighty plans..

Enough for us that the Deity has permitted us
to understand that He is the great Architect.
If we then, by the exercise of a cool and dis-
passionate process of reasoning, are intellectually
convineed of the truth of the Teleological view,
how can we do otherwise than hail with delight
every new discovery of science, knowing full
well that it can but throw light on the worthi-
ness of our belief ?

It is not the province of this essay to discuss
the effect of Darwinism on the belief in the soul
of man—whether immortality is an inevitable
concomitant of our Higher Intelligence, whether
all intellect is immortal, or what not—these and
such like questions would take up several essays
of the length of this. Suffice it to say that
holding the Darwinian theory as throwing light
upon the theory of Design, we would say that
on the principle of the survival of the fittest
Christianity must stand or fall according as it
is (mdto set forth a Religion fitted or not
ﬂﬂod to aupply the spiritnd wants of msnkmd.
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COLLEGE NEWS.

THE last GAZETTE before examinations.

WE have to thank Dr. Schurman for late
New York papers.

THERE will be this year two valedictorians,
D. Stewart from the Arts and A. G. Troop, BA.,,
from the Law School.

THE “ WADDELL " PriZE—J. Waddell, B. Se,
Ph. D., offers a prize of the value of $5 for the
best article pubFshed in the DALHOUSIE GAZETTE
during the session 1886-'87. The prize will be
subject to the following conditions :

1. All Registered Students of this Univer-
sity (whethel in Arts, Law or Medicine) for the
session 1886-87 shall be entitled to compete.

2. Articles must be written in prose, mai:
be on any subject and must not exceed in lengt
three columns of the GAZETTE.

3. Articles intended for competition must
be in the hands of the Editors of the GAZETTE
before the end of the Christmas holidays of the
session 1886-'87.

4. Articles entered for competition shall
become the property of the Editors of the

GAZETTE.
5. Should any student who has contributed

papers desire to withdraw a paper from the list
of competing articles, he may do so by notifying
the Editors on or before April 1st, 1857.

Dr. Alexander, Professor of Lngllsh Litera-
ture in this University, has kindly consented to
be examiner. The prize will be presented at the
spring Convocation of 1887.

Tur “McNaveHTON ” PRIZE—-Rev. §S.
McNaughton, M. A., of Preston, England, offers
a prize of the value of $5 for the best original
poem published in the DALHOUSIE GAZETTE
during the session 1886-'87. The prize will be
subject to the following conditions :

1. All Registered Students of this Univer-
sity (whether in Arts, Law, or Medicine) for the
session 1886-87 shall be entitled to compete

2. Contributions must be written in poetry,
may be on any subject and must not exceed in
length one column of the GAZETTE.

3. Contributions intended for competition
must be in the hands of the Editors of the
GAZETTE before the end of the Christmas holidays
of the session 1886-87.

4. Contributions entered for competition
shall become the property of the Editors of the
GAZETTE.

5. Should any student who has contributed
apoemmtomhdnw that poem from the
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the list of competitors, he m X do so by not.lfy-'

ing the Editors on or before April 1st, 1887.

Dr. Alexander, Professor ot Enghsh Litera-
ture in this Umversut.v has kindly consented to
be examiner. The prize will be presented at the
spring Convocation of 1887.
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I DOUBT 1IT.

When a pair of red lips are upturned to your ow/;,
With no one to gossip about it, .

Do you pray for endurance to let them alone ?
Well, maybe you do—but I doubt it.

When a sly little hand you're permitted to neu:.e,
With a velvety softness about it,

Do you think you can drop it with never a squeeze ?
Well, maybe you do—but I doubt it.

When a tapering waist is in reach of your arm,
With a wonderful plumpness about it,

Do you argue the point 'twixt the good and the harm ?
Well, maybe you do—but I doubt it.

And if by these tricks you should capture a heart,
" With a woman’s sweetness about it,
Will you guard it, and keep it, and act the good part ?
Well, maybe you will—but I doubt it.
— Yaie Lit.
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Fine Tailoring

DAVIDSON & MeMANTUS,

139 Hollis Street,

HALIFAX.
16569. HOLLIS STREET.

P. E. MYLIUS,
Practical Watchmaker, “

~—AND—
MANUFACTURING JEWELLER
A complete Stock of Watches, Jewellery, etc., at the lowest prices.

WM. TAYLOR,
i 30

1566 GQGranville Street, - - ax,

169

IMPORTER AND DEALER IN

| Boots and Shoes,

SLIPPERS—Felt, Corded Universal, &ec.,

OVERSHOES AND SNOW EXCLUDLRS

In all tho latest varieties.
wno::..um A.m RETAIL.






