“~. _RAIC/IRAC ASSEMBLY TORONTO JUNE 2.5

Help out the ‘71 Assembly committee by pre-
registering. Forms for those who do not require hotel
accommodation may be submitted until May 28.
Seelastissue A/C.) Take part : provocative seminars ;
office tours ; dinner parties (50 architects will open®

their homes) ; Ontario Place; much more. This issue: 16 pages of RAIC Annual Reports in architects copies only.

Architecture Canada

Prolific Ontario sculptor Ron Baird is winner of this year's RAIC Allied Arts
Medal. Toronto born Baird, 30, is a graduate of the Ontario College of Art.
He has been resident sculptor at the University of Toronto School of
Architecture and has lectured there in design. He is now resident sculptor
at Seneca College.

Baird, who calls his work “totemic, for lack of a better word"” has had

many major commissions for work on an architectural scale. His best known,
probably, was for the huge wooden and steel figures brooding outside
Erickson/Massey’s Man and His Community pavilion at Expo ‘67. For the
Osaka show, he did jewellery for Canadian pavilion hostesses. Two of his
latest works are sculpture courtyard for the University of Waterloo and a
100-foot tower for the Department of Transport.

Baird
at work

One frame from
“The Birds,” a
children’s movie

Man and His
Community
sculpture
court at
Expo ‘67

One of Baird's
favorite works.
Oakville Public
Library.




Developer competition for
Toronto’s Palace Pier site

Architect George Abram (fore-
ground, back to camera) discusses
model of his winning project with
developer Bruno Arnold, architect
Eva Gordon (one of the judges),
Max Beerli (in charge of property

management for Alfa), and judges |

William Allen and Gerald Gladstone.
All four contestants started from

same, simple outline requirements; |

all were briefed by the developer at
the same time ; all participated in
joint meetings with client as work
progressed. While each proposal had
its own distinctive characteristics
and architectural forms, on the
whole they were more remarkable
for their similarities than for their
differences. (See story, right.)

The four proposals :

il g

Webb Zerafa Menkes Housden

-

Clifford & Lawrie

Abram, Nowski & MclLaughlin |

- | thority,

COMPETITIONS

Building complex for
Tanganyika

A new competition has been an-
nounced for a complex of govern-
ment buildings for the Republic of
Tanganyika with prizes totalling ap-
proximately $42,500.

Being organized by the Ministry of
Communications, Transport and |
Labor on behalf of the Tanganyika
African National Union, the National |
Assembly and the Ministry of Na-
tional Education, the purpose is to
achieve, with the author of the win-
ning design, a Tanganyika African
National Union Party headquarters,
parliamentary buildings for the Na-
tional Assembly, and a National
Cultural Centre. The competition is
open to architects from all countries.

Registration is now open and will
be until August 1. The program and
registration forms are available from
the competition secretary. When
submitted, registration forms must
be accompanied by $US 20. Closing |
date for questions is also August 1;
questions will be answered by
September 1. Project submissions |
must be postmarked no later than |
December 31. *

The international jury comprises: |
Major Hashim I. Mbita, TANU Na-
tional Executive Secretary, Tanzania;
Engineer A. G. |. Shayo, Chief Engi-
neer, Tanzania Zambia Railway Au- |
Tanzania; architects Dr.
Yoshinobu Ashihara, Japan, Miro
Marasovic, Yugoslavia, and Rolf
Ramm Ostgaard, Norway. A U.LA.
representative (not selected at pres-
ent) will also sit on the jury.

For further information write Mr.
Alex Mathias, Competition Secretary,
International Competition for TANU |
Headquarters Bldg., P.O. Box 9431,
Dar es Salaam, Republic of Tanzania.

Four architectural firms
commissioned to compete
with each other

In an unusual architectural competi- |
tion, Abram, Nowski & McLaughlin ‘
were selected as project architects |
for a $30- to $40-million, 1,500-unit
condominium project at the old |
Palace Pier site on the Toronto
waterfront.

Developer Bruno Arnold, who !
graduated as an architect in his |
native Switzerland before coming to
Canada in 1957, asked four archi-
tectural firms to compete for the
commission to design his Alfa
Group's latest and largest project. In
addition to the winner, Clifford &
Lawrie, James A. Murray and Asso-
ciates, and Webb Zerafa Menkes |
Housden each agreed to participate |
for a $10,000 fee. All of them were
enthusiastic about the method, and
said they would readily do the same
again (one with the proviso that the
jury “be better qualified and known
to us in advance”).

The simple and straightforward
approach of the developer was
favorably noted, too. “Beyond the
client’s request for a model (detail |
and scale unspecified), the com- |

petitor was free to decide entirely on
the scope and extent of the sub-
mission he would make,” says Peter
Webb; “one could thus relate in
reverse what could or should be
provided for a fixed sum of money.”

Winner George Abram, who is
chairman of the OAA Developer
Proposal Committee, says this “limi-
ted competition contained many of
the improvements that | feel would
make the developer proposal system
a more acceptable and responsible
method of doing work.”

Among the attractive features
cited by Abram:
* The client was not held at arm’s
length during the preliminary design
stage;

® The fee and the services required ‘

for it were known in advance, “the

participants had the opportunity to |

accept or reject it at that time”’;

e The developer knew what he
wanted, and was prepared to pay for
it — he did not try to horse trade on
fees;

e Adequate time was allowed;

* The developer continued toconfer |

with all the architects as work pro-
ceeded, and was helpful in pinpoint-
ing specific zoning, planning re-
quirements, etc.

James Murray comments favor-
ably on the “give and take” of a
series of joint meetings with all
architects, the developer and other
consultants present. The absence of
“that kind of dialogue is missing
from and a weakness of ordinary
competitions,” he says.

Murray says it was he who first
suggested the competition approach
to Arnold, who was enthusiastic
about it because “we are used to
operating this way in Europe.”

Arnold stresses that the competi-
tion was not intended to produce a
final design. In fact, he says, the

project will likely end up with one |

large and two smaller towers — plus
some townhouses, commercial and
recreational facilities.

Sums up Abram:

“We visualize Lake Front City as a
‘place’ not just a dormitory. It must
be a living thing offering the inhabi-
tants privacy or the opportunity to
take part in many activities if they
choose to. The site is in fact a park to

be used, not just a landscaped area |

to be looked at . .

. our overriding |

concern has been with the quality of |

life possible in a very high density |

community.”’

SEMINARS
Summer Session ‘71

“Students, faculty and professional
environmentalists” are
participate in a continuing educa-
tional experiment organized by the
International Institute of Design, in
London, July 12—-August 20.
Those who have already agreed to
take partinclude : Archigram, Reyner
Banham, Nicolaas Habraken, Hans
Hollein, Charles Jencks, Niklaus
Morganthaler, Martin Pawley, Cedric

(continued IBC, column 2)

invited to |

Renovate Your
House & Make
Social Contacts

Eric Nicol

“An Alice in Blunder-
land book for people
who are thinking of
renovating their
homes.”

McClelland & Stewart
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REYNOLDS
ALUMINUM
Siding, soffit and fascia,
eavestrough, shutters and painted

aluminum sheet in a variety
of colours.

Reynolds Aluminum

Company of Canada Ltd.,

Toronto

625 Garyray Drive, (416) 741-8484

Montreal
9420 Parkway Blvd. (614) 351-6330
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Construction Information
System

e Cuts plan costs by drastically
reducing the number of sets
needed.

e Encourages wider, more com-
petitive bidding, by permitting
more bids to be made.

® Improves the accuracy of bids by
giving estimators a handy, re-
playable film of a//bid documents,

Provides the architect with a com-
pact record of each job and
design, and a backup copy in our
Master File for full-size reproduc-
tion of tracings, sepias, prints in
case of an emergency. (This
could result in a reduction in an
architect’s “‘valuable papers”
insurance costs.)

Over 80% of architects in Eastern
Canada participate in the SCAN
system.

It doesn’t cost anything to have a
SCAN program of your own.
Simply call your nearest SCAN
office.

Scan Microsystems Limited
Montreal — (514) 342-4354
Toronto - (416) 486-4554

International
Building
Exhibition

Oct. 19-20-21,
1971

Industry Bldg.
Toronto

The total building
exhibition. One
place. One time. All
under one roof.

Topical seminars/
architectural
features/

Intex Trade &
Consumer
Shows Ltd.

952 Queen St. W,,
Toronto, Canada

phone 534-2351.
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Little ads cost surprisingly little and
get surprisingly big results. Call
Architecture Canada for more infor-
mation on “business builders”,
(416) 364-3333. 56 Esplanade St.
East, Toronto 1.

May 24, 1971

| Price, Brian Richards, and James

Stirling.

By creating a combined market-
place, workshop, forum and platform,
Summer Session hopes to provide a
unique opportunity for “interchange,
cross-fertilization and firsthand con-
tact with a variety of ideas, personal-
ities, and leading research, polemical
and special interest groups.”

Last year saw such activity sparked

| by some 65 participants and 75 pan-

elists from 20 countries.

Tuition £100. Some scholarships | Simpson’s and The Arcade (an en-

available. For further information
write to Alvin Boyarsky, Director,
1.1.D., 28 Upper Park Road, London,
N.W. 3, describing background and

| interests.

RESEARCH

Construction Industry
Foundation gets $50,000
‘seed grant’

A new National Construction Indus-
try Development Foundation Inc.
has been launched. Its purpose: “to
execute or sponsor research and
development work contributing to
increased effectiveness and produc-
tivity.”

Major impetus behind the Foun-
dation came from the Canadian
Construction Association, whose
past president, contractor Mark
Stein of Montreal, has been elected
chairman. His vice-chairman is To-
ronto architect A. W. Cluff, past
president of the Specification Writers
Association of Canada.

The Foundation's 24-member
charter board of directors includes
representatives of most of the major
building industry trade associations.
There are three other architects:
RAIC president Gordon Arnott, past
president William G. Leithead, and
James Findlay, past president of
SWAC.

Initial funding comes from a
$50,000 federal Department of In-
dustry, Trade and Commerce grant.
With their eyes on a potentially fat
purse, a number of would-be re-
searchers are already putting in their

. bids for specific pet projects. But

they’ll have to wait a while yet.
Cluff heads a committee charged
with drawing up a list of suggested
research projects, from which the
directors will select an initial pro-

gram. When this has been decided, |

individual companies and associa-
tions will probably be approached
for additional financing. As one of
them says: “It's no good asking for
money until we have projects ready
to spend it on. But informal discus-
sions indicate that it is feasible to
raise funds for some of the projects
we have in mind.”

These will likely include the prep-
aration of more accurate economic
forecasts high on the list of priorities.
And, says Stein:

“Labor-managementrelations, ed-
ucation and training, job-site man-
agement and flow of funds are cases
in point which would appear to
have received less emphasis on the
part of the construction industry, the

universities and others than has
been the case with industries which
are more cohesive and concentrated
in character.”

URBANOLOGY
Toronto tries pedestrian mall

This year’'s RAIC Assembly happens
to coincide with a week-long experi-
mental run of a pedestrian mall on
downtown Yonge Street.

Three blocks, facing Eaton’s and

closed mall of small shops running
east from Yonge) will be closed to
north-south traffic, and temporarily
landscaped by the city parks depart-
ment (there's even talk of a band-
stand).

Depending on how the experiment

| works out, the city is considering the

possibility of a permanent down-

| town pedestrian enclave.

Comments Toronto Telegram col-
umnist Ron Haggart : “Isn’titstrange
that everyone refers to the project as
the ‘closing’ of Yonge Street — which
is the point of view of the car, rather
than to the ‘opening’ — which it will
be for the people then able to use it.”

| Expressway protest group

makes some yards in Montreal

Montreal architects Joseph Baker
and Tom Gluck may not have won
their war to stop completion of a
downtown expressway (A/C, 71/11-
/71). But they appear to be winning
at least some of the battles.

Their suggestion that an existing

| street be regraded to become an

access ramp would preserve 24
characteristic old Montreal grey-

! stone townhouses. The houses were

due to be razed to make room for a
new reinforced concrete ramp. The
suggested change has won the ap-
proval of the municipality, which has
agreed to recommend it to the
provincial roads dept.
Meantime, the overall fight against
the expressway goes on. The latest
move of Baker's Lower Westmount
Citizens’ Committee : an eight-mile

. “field trip”” along the proposed ex-

pressway route (“‘the word ‘demon-
stration’ is becoming socially unac-
ceptable these days,” says a sym-
pathetic Gazette reporter). Two
police motorcycles escorted the
“field trip.”

PEOPLE

H. Claire Mott, 81-year-old charter
member of the New Brunswick
Association of Architects, at a lun-
cheon in his honor last month be-
came an Honorary Life Member of
the Association. Mr. Mott, already an
honorary member of the RAIC, has
served on both NBAA and RAIC
councils and executives. He has
been an RAIC Fellow since 1935 and
has been College Registrar, Dean
and Chancellor. Although retired
from active practice since 1966, Mr.
Mott still maintains an interest in
association activities. His honorary
membership is the third to be granted

| by the NBAA.

g@LARIS
armalux

Glass without glazing in an
all insulated window for
the first time in Ontario.

For information write :
Armalux Glass Industries
17 Racine Rd.

Rexdale, Ontario.
743-7511

karelia
news

e

We would like to introduce the
people of Karelia to all our supporters
so that if and when you have a point
to discuss you will know whom to
contact.

Janis Kravis founded Karelia in
1959 in order to make well designed
contemporary products available on
the Canadian market.

Janis Kravis is the president of
Karelia and chairman of the board.
He is an architect and graduated
from the School of Architecture at
the University of Toronto in 1959. In
1965 he started his own practice and
has been involved with a number of
projects as interior consultant. One
of his better known projects is the
“Three Small Rooms’ restaurant in
Toronto. In 1969 he founded the
firm of Janis Kravis Consultants

- Limited to concentrate on consulting

work in interiors, industrial design
and graphic design. Janis Kravis is a
member of the Toronto Chapter —
Ontario Association of Architects,
the Association of Canadian Indus-
trial Designers and the Toronto
Sailing & Canoe Club. We will be
introducing other members of our
staff in a future issue.

Karelia International, 67 Front
Street East, Toronto, 368-2188.

CLASSIFIED

$2 per line for RAIC members
All others, $3 a line.

Irving Industries require the services
of a qualified and experienced archi-
tect to work on interesting projects
for different companies.

Candidate must have mature out-
look. Salary open.

Location is Saint John, New
Brunswick, and some travel can be
expected.

Please submit résumé, in absolute
confidence to: Box 169, Architec-

. ture Canada.



Ask us about the new,
practical way to eliminate
static in carpets.

There’s no charge.

Royaloom took the lead in providing
Canada with an economical and easily
adaptable way to hold electrostatic
shock from contract carpets well be-
low the threshold of human sensitivity.

The threshold is between 2,500 and
3,500 volts. But Royaloom’s anti-shock
contract carpets are warranted to hold
shock well below these limits. The

PEETERS TEXTILE MILLS LIMITED

regular carpet pile includes a nylon
yarn* containing a tiny filament of
stainless steel which effectively
‘““grounds’ the carpets. You don’t even
need conductive backing.

Static reduction also means the
carpets attract less dust and soil.

Write for full information. Like we
said, there’s no charge.

R\@;)aloom

CONTRACT CARPETS
Division of Canadian Gypsum Company, Limited

137 St. Ferdinand St., Montreal 207. (514) 932-5115 e Suite 300, 12 Shuter Street, Toronto. (416) 363-1496

*Brunslon by Brunswick Corporation s
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