Table 4

Studies of Back Pain Prevalence

	Study
	Country
	N
	Age
	Findings

	Brattberg (1994)
	Sweden
	1245
	8-17
	Prevalence of back pain = 29%

	Gunzberg et al. (1999)
	Belgium
	392
	9
	Lifetime prevalence of back pain = 36%; 29% sought medical attention for back pain; no sex differences

	Harreby et al. (1999)
	Denmark
	1389
	13-16
	Prevalence of back pain = 19.4%

	Jones et al. (2004)
	United Kingdom
	500
	10-16
	Lifetime prevalence of back pain = 40.2%; 13.1% reported recurrent low back pain leading to disability; increase in back pain with age

	Kristjansdottir (1996)
	Iceland
	2173
	11-12, 15-16
	Prevalence of “at least weekly” back pain = 20.6%; prevalence higher in older children

	Olsen et al. (1992)
	United States
	1242
	11-17
	Lifetime prevalence of low back pain = 30.4%; 22% reported low back pain in the last year; girls more likely to seek medical attention for back pain

	Petersen
	Sweden
	1155
	8-13
	Prevalence of weekly recurrent back pain = 18%; no sex differences in back pain prevalence

	Stanford et al. (2008)
	Canada
	2488
	10-18
	Weekly or more abdominal pain ranged from 13.5% - 22.2%

	Taimela et al. (1997)
	Finland
	1171
	7-16
	Recurrent or chronic back pain reported by 26% of boys and 33% of girls; incidence of pain increases with age; back pain can become chronic by age 14

	Watson et al. (2002)
	United Kingdom
	1446
	11-14
	One-month prevalence of low back pain = 24%; girls reported more pain than boys; pain prevalence increased with age


