












THE BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC SIDE OF ARCHITECTURE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN CLIENT AND ARCHITECT 

BY G. ROPER GOUTNLOCK, l\1.R.A.LC. 

I N most cases where architects find themseLves 
in difficulties, the cause can be traced to in­
definite and improper contractual relations 
with the client. Lack of frankness in disclosing 

matters which the architect deems impalatable to 
the client is probably the most prevalent. 

Architects occupy a very important position 
from the client's point of view in all building 
undertakings. Architects are trusted by the client 
to advise the.m honestly and fearlessly, and to 
keep him informed as to all matters relating to 
the work which are of any importance. Architects 
are intrusted with the detailed administration of 
the client's money in amounts which a re quite 
considerable. No other professional man, except 
the engineer, has to assume such a responsibility. 

The importance of co-operation, frankness and 
perfect understanding between client and architect 
is therefore of paramount importance. 

THE INDIVIDUAL OWNER 

The architect's relations with the individual 
owner are comparatively simple. In some cases 
actual written contracts are executed. This how­
ever is not in much favour in this country and 
would, I believe, be resented by most clients as 
indicating a suspicious attitude on the part of 
the architect. 

Mutual trust is the best form of contract. How­
ever, in case of death or bankruptcy of the client, 
the architect may find himself in a bad position due 
to lack of evidence of a retainer or of instructions. 

It is therefore almost imperative that the archi­
tect should confirm by letter to the client all in­
structions received naming, where possible, any 
third parties who were witnesses to the conversa­
tions. Letters of instmctions from client to archi­
tect should be promptly acknowledged, by return 
letter, from the architect. Eady in the proceedings 
definite and complete understanding should be es­
tablished regat·ding the architect's fees. The re­
lations which exist after building contracts have 
been sihrned for the actual construction will be 
covered la ter in this series of articles and are not 
relevant here. 

THE CORPORATE OWNER (PRLVATE) 

In the case of corporate owners where the archi­
tect has to deal with boards of directors, certain 
difficulties arise. 

First contact is usually made by one individual 
director or employee who may or may not be 
authorized to represent the board. 
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Before accepting any retainer, the architect must 
have evidence of authority, otherwise no lega l 
recourse can be had in case of repudiation of the 
arrangements by the board as a whole. 

If no authority is forthcoming, then the architect 
must treat the person in question as an individual 
and inform him that he personally will be obligated 
to the architect for any architectural work per­
formed. 

Cet·tain officers and directors in most COI"pora­
tions have the power to authorize expenditures 
without motion of the board. The amount and 
purpose of the expenditure is usually limited. The 
architect should make himself acquainted wi th the 
powers of individuals so acting. 

A definite contract in the cases of corporate 
owners is desirable. 

TilE BUILDING COMMITTEE 

In the case of churches, clubs, social and other 
organizations where a building committee has been 
appointed, the same rule applies with this additional 
difficulty. Resignation from such committees are 
not infrequent. All instructions to the architect 
must have the authority of the whole owning 
society from their trustees, executive committee 
or general assembly. In cases of large important 
works, by-laws or other legal constitution should 
be examined by a solicitor and a proper and legal 
contract should be drawn. This conhact should 
set out the powers of the building committee com­
pletely. It should define what constitutes a legal 
instruction to the architect. 

As a further safeguard against trouble, insistence 
should be made by the architect as to the duties 
and powers of individual members of the committee. 
It is advisable to have one man only empowered 
to deal with the architect. This may be subdivided 
so that one member of the committee is in charge 
of finance, another in charge of construction, plan, 
decoration, and another in charge of furnishing 
equipment, etc. Depending upon the degree of 
complication and size of the project, such sub­
division of the building committee can be con­
tracted or expanded to suit the case in hand. 

THE CORPORATE BODY (ELECTED) 

The most unsatisfactory client for the unsus­
pecting architect is the popularly elected body 
rept·esenting a public corporation. Municipal coun­
cils, school boards, boards of education, etc., come 
under this heading. Men who are fundamentally 

(Conlimud <111 p !l!Je JO) 
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TOMBSTONES 
BY E. R. ARTHUR 

P
OSTERITY is likely to judge us, and by us, 
I mean the world which is usually described 
as civilized, pretty harshly on matters of 
taste. And they will fo rm their ju.dgment 

largely on our study of our tombstones which are 
indestructible. Five hundred years from now our 
domestic architecture will have disappeared, our 
commercial buildings will have been scrapped as 
obsolete and our present churches will have been 
destroyed to make room for more commercial 
buildings. The last is the only point on which 
anyone would argue; but even in T oronto in a 
hundred years we have seen churches pulled down, 
churches fo r sale, churches moved and churches 
used as warehouses. In the city of London we 
know of churches which the Bishop would gladly 
sell, but which an admiring populace compels him 
to retain, and maintain as "museum pieces." So 
that nothing permanent, nothing outside of 
museums is safe before the irresistable tide of 
"progress." Nothing indeed save the tombstones. 
I shall never forget my first sight of the graveyard 
on Bunhill Row in London. It seemed so incon­
gruous, so peaceful and so delightful in that street 
of busy ·warehouses and great shipping offices in the 
heart of the east end. The churches will all go 
before the P hilistine dare lay his hands on that 
green and shady spot. Adjoining it is the house of 
one of the immortals but it already suffei'S, or it 
did in 1923, from the raw hand of commercialism. 
lt was the house of John Milton. Across its broad 
facade there stretched a streamer announcing the 
value of Milton. Not Milton the poet, but a new 
20th Century Milton which removed stains, and, 
I think, healed wounds and polished brass. But 
houses of Milton's time are rare in the city of 
London. The houses in H olborn have a precarious 
life, based on the attraction which they have for 
tourists, and the Adelphi, which is much later, is 
annually threatened with extinction. It is necessary . 
for a house to live in Hampstead or Clapham or 
some other quiet suburb to have any reasonable 
assurance of an undisturbed old age. London in 
fact, and the architects have no reason to regret the 
fact except on artistic grounds, is largely and 
predominantly 19th and 20th century. And yet 
one can, in an afternoon, study tombstones dating 
from medieval times, through the Renaissance in 
all its stages, right up to the p resent time. Except 
for the ravages of time they remain untouched. In 
Europe, graveyards are still regarded as sacred 
places and in most cases their maintenance a nd 
appearance are a matter of public pride. I well 

remember being arrested in a Paris cemetery for 
taking photographs of some Empire stones. I was 
taken before a police official who treated the matter 
with the greatest gravity, almost as though I had 
been guilty of espionage; my film was destroyed 
and I was lectured on the enormity of my offence. 
The mere fact of my being a student of architecture 
counted for nothing against the cnme of 
"desecrating" a graveyard. 

One could give examples at length of the perman­
ence of gravestones. One thinks naturally of the 
Pyramids of Egypt; of the Mausoleum of Mauso­
leus, of the great Roman tombs and of the thou­
sands of stones which still exist erected to people 
between the Romans and ourselves. But I am 
particularly interested in Ontario where the stones 
are not so old, but where in spite of the rigours of 
the climate, they are likely to last many centuries. 

There are four kinds of cemetery in Ontario 
which is the only Province about which I feel 
competent to write. The first is a new kind which 
need not detain us long because it is in a minority 
numerically. That is the kind which, housed in one 
building centrally heated, takes care of ashes in 
urns or bodies in sarcophagi, each in their little 
pigeon hole or niche. I have seen an advertisement 
of an American one in which they compare their 
method (and there is a great deal to be said for it) 
with its spotless floors and gleaming marble and 
up-to-date heating plant with the horrors of the 
cold clammy earth below the frost line. They 
conjure up visions of dew worms and mildew and 
the gradual disintegration of the beloved deceased 
in a situation to which he or she is quite un­
accustomed . They even mention the possibility of 
the deceased coming to life, but that is a possibility 
too horrible to contemplate, although a great 
argument in favour of marble halls. 

However this started to be an article on tomb­
stones and I am all too ea rly feeling that tombstones 
are unnecessary and that we need go no further . 
The other three classes I shall mention, for the 
moment, only by name. T here are the large com­
mercial cemeteries in which, I presume, people buy 
shares as they ,,.·ould mining stock There a re the 
old church yard cemeteries, and those forlorn, and 
often neglected, graveyards dotted over the 
province, often remote from churches or human 
habitation. 

The first graveyards in Ontario ,,.•ere attached to 
churches as they have been in England for 
centuries. The stones themselves consisting usually 
of a simple rectangular headstone. perhaps shaped 
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at the top with a carved panel, and a footstone on 
which were inscribed the initials of the deceased. 
On the headstone there were inscribed the simple 
facts of the deceased's life-his parents' names 
were given, the date of his birth and his death and 
a sim ple account of his service to the country 
either as surveyor, doctor, farmer or soldier. T he 
lettering itself, a lways incised, was until about 1830 
about as perfect as one could expect in those 
primitive days. It was certainly as fine as anything 
we have seen since. H had more life and in­
dividuality than the precise inscriptions of many 
of our modern building inscriptions based on the 
lettering of the Column of Trajan. The t ragedy 
f1·om an architectural point of view was that the 
Loyalists had no great scope for their talents. Only 
a few children and a few old people died before 
1830, and your good carver was gradually being 
infected with the virus of sentimentality from 
which this country as well as others suffered in the 
middle and late 19th century and from which we 
have not yet recovered. There is not much cat·ving 
in that early period. What there was, was either 
good and vigorous-conventionalized trees and 
sunbursts and the like, or lightly carved fans in 
the manner of the Adam brothers, and masonic 
emblems. 

The decline set in about 1830 and continued 
without interruption to the present day. If any­
thing, the velocity of the decline increases with the 
years. One sees the first signs of a change in taste 
in ill-formed letters, the introduction of sentimental 
verses like "Friends and physicians could not save 
this mortal sinner from the grave, etc." and a new 
note in carving. Clasped hands and weeping angels 
in low relief make their appearance. This period 
may be said to have lasted until about 1860 without 
any great change except for the disappearance of 
the incised letter. By that date lettering was all 
raised, ornament was more profuse and coarser, 
the facts of the deceased's life, except for vital 
statistics were omitted and verses became longer 
and poorer. Stone was given up for the more 
showy, more costly, and, alas, more permanent 
marble. These thirty years might be forgiven us by 
posterity. Taste was at a low ebb throughout the 
world, and the tombstones of Ontario between 
1830 and 1860 do not mar, even if they do not add 
to the beauty of the landscape. But the next 63 
years were exciting years in which tombstone 
design sank to the lowest depths to which any art 
or craft has sunk in the history of the world. In 
over half a century, the most momentous half 
century in the history of Canada; a half century 
which has seen painting in this Province become a 
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Living art- our Art Gallery in Toronto, the centre 
of the artistic life of the community; a great War, 
and a Renaissance of architecture; om tombstone 
makers have gone their merry way oblivious to 
everything, except their rising profits. Supported 
probably by the undet·takers who transport the 
body of a simple tradesman to his grave in a 
catafalque which would have done honour to the 
Duke of Wellington, they have persuaded h is 
credulous family to erect in his honour a memorial 
in granite which in size and cost, though not in 
taste, would, in another age, have served an 
Admiral of the Grand fleet. There is no need to 
enumerate all of these monuments. We a re all 
familiar with the black granite cube on its point, 
certainly the least offensive of them all; and the 
best seller, the granite slab with polished faces and 
rock cut sides, of which there are many variations. 
The variations consist largely of changes in the 
lettering which is almost always etched in great 
thick letters like a bill board or the letters on a 
concert grand piano. I have often wondered at the 
crudity of lettering on pianos but that is offset by 
the beauty of tone in the instrument. The tomb­
stone has no such redeeming feature. It expresses, 
I suppose, in its different textures, sterling worth 
(I believe there is such an expression) rugged 
individuality, permanence, (they will outlive 
civilization) honesty, though that is questionable, 
and simplicity of character, which is a doubtful 
quality in a man. P osterity will think of us as a 
race of giants, a primitive uncouth people dying in 
our prime. Rarely is any discrimination made in 
the design between the graves of children, women 
or men- they all bear the same monstrous load of 
granite. 

I t seems to me that it is high time that the 
a rchitectural p rofession did something to educate 
the tombstone makers and through them the 
cemetery companies and the general public. It 
will not be easy as an early Ontario stone can be 
cut and the letters carved in a simple inscription, 
for fifty dolla rs, and that is but a fraction of the 
cost of the modern one. And even if the tombstone 
merchants were agreeable, one would still have to 
face the cemetery company with an argument 
based on good taste a nd economy, and these are 
not factors which up till now have had any weight 
in the layout of their properties. ' 

Might it not be easier to start a company of our 
own and take a piece of land for an architects' 
burial ground, a kind of Potters Field, where 
stones, not monuments, would be erected in the 
taste of 133 years ago without ostentation and at 
a price in keeping with our means. 

February, 1934 
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PRIVATE ARCHITECTS FOR GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS* 
BY L. W. ROBERT JR. 

/l.r.ri.!lanl Secrelar.v tt/ lhe United SlateJ TreaJ'ury ;,, char.oe of Pub fir. Building.r 

Bdit.or'.t Note: The jol/o..,ing article, while c."pl.aining the policy oj lhe United Stale.r GoPcmmenl 
with re.rpecllo the emplo,ymenl of private architecl..r on Government Buildin.lJ.t, i.r of .rpecial inlerullo 
Canadian a.rchit.ecl.r at lhiJ· time a.r it .rpccificalfy cover.r a principle which the R.d./.C. ha . .r 
advocated for .rome cotuiderable time, viz. !he de.rirahilily of emplo,ying archilecl.r in private practice 

to de.rign. public buildin.g.r. 

I 
HAVE some rather definite ideas concerning 
the employment of private architects on public 
building projects. In this connection it may 
be well to review briefly what the policy of the 

department has been on this question in the past. 
F rom 1853, when the supervising architect's 

office was created, unt il the passage of the Act of 
May 25, 1926, public buildings were designed 
generally by government technical persom1el, 
except in unusual cases where special legislation 
authorized the employment of priva te a rchitects. 

Under the Act of 1926, the passage of which 
marked the beginning of the Federal Building 
Program now heing carried out by the government 
in Washington and throughout the country, author­
ity was granted the secretary of the t reasury to 
employ private architects for limited services only . 

Under this first authority, five private architects 
were employed to prepare designs for certain 
departmental buildings in the District of Columbia. 
The need fm public buildings increased. To expedite 
the building program and to aid in relieving un­
employment, the Act of 1930 was passed, permitting 
the employment of pt·ivate architects to any extent 
deemed necessary by the secretary of the treasury. 
Oming the ensuing tlu·ee years, therefore, 378 
architects were commissioned for projects aggre­
gating close to $350,000,000. At the p resent t ime 
private architects are engaged in preparing plans 
for 174 projects. 

The attitude of the present administration is 
that during periods of unemployment the govern­
ment should utilize private architectural and en­
gineering services in order to expedite a large 
volume of construction. Stagnation in the building 
t rade usually extends to the architectural and 
engineering professions. The use of such services 
not only helps to relieve unemployment, but enables 
the treasury department to secure a greater variety 
of design and to get new ideas with respect to 
modern a rchitectural and engineering p ractice. 

An entirely different policy is recommended for 
periods of prosperity, however. It is the belief of 
this administration that in such periods the govern­
ment should construct only those buildings which 
a re absolutely essential to the public business. 
Such construction, it is believed, could p robably be 
handled by a small government construction force, 

*From an a.rtide published in the September, 1933, issue of Aml!rican 
Arcfaecl. 

which could be used as a sort of spark plug for 
private firms when an emergency arose. It is 
believed, fur ther, that such work as repairs, re­
modeling, and alterations can be done to better 
ad vantage by the government force. The members 
of this force handle the p lans for buildings on 
which repairs or alterations are needed and are 
familiar with the details of their construction. The 
private architect, on the other hand, would find 
it necessary to give considerable time to familiariz­
ing himself with details, which are at the finger tips 
of government architects. 

H eretofore the practice of the treasury depart­
ment has been to divide the work involved in the 
building program, giving as many la rge projects to 
outside architects as was deemed necessary in 
order to complete an authorized program within 
a given time. 

The future policy with respect to the employment 
of priva te architects must depend largely upon the 
size of the construction program entrusted to the 
treasury department under the public works legis­
lation, as well as upon the urgency of the unem­
ployment situation. I n all candidness, however, I 
would have it understood that the present assis tant 
secretary is in favor of using private architects to 
the fullest extent that such practice is consistent 
with the general policies of the department. 

Selection of private architects for public buildings 
is now being carried out on a different basis from 
that formerly used . In the past the practice has 
been to permit architects who desired to be con­
sidered for employmen t on government contracts 
to file their applications, and to select qualified 
applican ts from this list as contracts were to be 
awarded. This plan has now been changed. With 
the assistance of the American Institute of Archi­
tects and the American Engineering Council a 
prequalification form was recently sen t to every 
registered architect in 33 states having registration 
laws and to all listed architects in the remaining 
15 states. As these qualification forms are returned, 
they are filed, and from these, selection will be 
made of architects fo r future governmen t building 
projects. Under this plan an attempt will be made 
to distribute contracts by selecting in each case an 
architect in or near the city in which a building is 
to be erected, who is q ualified to undertake the 
work. 
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L'EGLTSE J\10NASTlQUE DE QUARR-ABBEY, ISLE OF \\' lGHT (ANGLETERRE) 
/)qm Pau//),:1/(}/. /lrdtil,;de 

DOM PAUL BELLOT, O.S.B., 
ARCHTTECTE A.D.G.F. 

PAR EDGAR COURCHESNE, M.R.A.I.C. 

[

EUVRE architecturale de D om Paul 
Bellot O> est consiclcree comme l'une des 
plus importantcs de notre epogue. On y 
voit revivre da ns une architecture nouvelle 

Ia vraie tradition monastigue. Ce grand a•·tiste 
franc;ais est un rcnova (cur de l' art religicux en 
Europe, un veritable "pionn1er en archi tecture,' ' 
comme le disait une revue allemande. Ses merveil­
leux t.ravatLx en brique lui ont valu Ia gracieuse 
appellation de "poefe de Ia brique." La Societe 
Centrale des Architedes Franc;ais (Pa ris) vient de 
lui faire l'honneur d'une medaille pour ses "re­
marguab1es travaux d'architecture privee." 

(1) Un J\\ngni6que al b11m , intitule "Unc Ocuvro d' Architecture Modcrno," 
a ete cdite a u M ont· Viergc, W~pion·our-Mcuse (Belgiq11e). 

Dom Bcllot vient a u Cu nitdfl. sous l\:8 tlll~picc:s de l1 1nstitut SclentifiQue 
Fra n co~Can.A.dicn, en f(:vricr ct mnrtt 1934 $)Qur CQnferences sur t• orchitccf \II'C. 
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Paul Bellot, ne a Paris en 1876, rec;ut, de son pcre 
archit.ecte, une premiere format ion architecturale 
qu'il completa a !'Ecole des Beaux-Arts. A vingt­
quat.re ans il obtint son diplome d' architecte. Au 
cours de ses voyages en f talie e t en Espagne " pays 
de la 1umiere et de Ia couleur," il y fit de jolies 
aqua relies, primees au Salon l90 L. II n' est done 
pas etonnant que chez cet art[ste ait toujours 
percc ce souci de la dccorat[on polychrome. 

Ces premiers sucd!s deja annom;aient une carriere 
brillante, mais Paul Bellot y renonc;a pour se fai re 
moine benedictin. Les religieux, nombreux, 
venaient d'etre exiles par les lois franc;aises et 
avaient besoin d'un abri. C'est Ia que le jeunc 
homme fut appele a constmire en Angleterre et en 
H ollande. II cmyait avoi1· d it un adieu eterncl a 
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I' architecture ; voila que main tenant elle allait 
occuper tout son temps. 

Le moine-architecte commenr;:a sa carriere a 
l' etranger en dessinan t les plans de deux vastes 
monasteres : l'un dans l' ile de Wight (Angleterre), 
temim~ en 1912 par la construction d' une magni£ique 
eglise monastique (Photo); l' autre a Oosterhout 
(Hollande), 1' eglise provisoire fut achevee en 1920 
par l' add~ tion d' un sanctuaire d' une conception 
tres originate. A Noordhoek, sur la demande 
expresse du Cure, Dom Bellot batit sa premiere 
eglise paroissiale avec des arcs elliptiques et une 
decoration en brique de couleur. Dans ces 
premieres oeuvres s' affirme la personnalite de 
l' artiste: une logigue impeccable dans la construc­
tion et un grand art dans Ia decoration polychrome. 

Puis vient en Hollande une serie d' oeuvres 
originates et puissantes qui surprennen t par leur 
variete et temoignent d'une imagination riche 
nourrie aux sour9es de la tradition bien comprise. 
Un seminaire a Bavel; a Eindhoven, une eglise 
paroissiale, un presbytere, un college avec gymnase 
et chapelle vrai bijou d' architecture. Autres 
eglises a Leerdam, H eerle, Nimegre etc. A Bloe­
mendaal les talents de !'artiste excellent dans la 
decoration d' une chapelle de Cimetiere. A Bruxelles 
(Belgique) Dom Bellot vient de terminer le vaste 
et jo!i convent des Visitandines. 

Toutes ces constructions sont en brique de 
couleur, non enduite; ce materiau etant le seul 
populaire en H ollande. Le moine-architecte se 
rend d one aux exigences de ce petit materiau, il en 

etudie bien la nature, dimensions et couleu.rs, pour 
en tirer un parti decora tif fort ingenieux. La 
longueur de la brique devient un module. Ainsi 
s'expliguent les formes originales de ses baies, de 
ses arcs etc. 

Dom Bellot, repatrie au momen t de la grande 
guerre, Mtit maintenant en France. Dejas'elevent 
les eglises paroissiales de Comines (nord), de 
Hardecourt (Sommes), de Troyes (Aube), de 
Suresnes (Paris) . Aussi un monastere a Wisques 
(Pas de Calais) et un convent a Montpellier 
(Sud). Dom Bellot ne craint pas le beton arme; 
il vient de batir a Audincourt (Doubs), une eglise 
entierement en beton arme. L'interieur offre une 
veritable symphonie de !ignes droites, de surfaces 
planes et de volumes harmonieux. Le beton, laisse 
apparent, est peint au cimen t de couleur. 

Toute cette architecture se distingue par la 
simplicite et la beaute de ses !ignes. L ' artiste 
emploie chaque matt~riau avec la plus grande 
franchise, il en fait les serviteurs de sa pensee et les 
dispose en des proportions harmonieuses d' apres la 
"Section Doree." Les inh!rieurs d' eglise sont tres 
personnels a Dom Bellot. Aide de la couleur et 
d'une distribution particuliere de l'eclairage, il cree 
une atmosphere douce, paisible, si favorable au 
recueillement et a la priere. 

Ainsi dans l' ombre du cloitre est ne un style 
nouveau. Innovee dans Ia tradition, cette architec­
tw·e est classigue dans son esprit, mais pratique 
et mod erne dans l' execution. 

THE BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC SIDE OF ARCHITECTURE 
(Conlinued}rom page 21) 

honest in their private lives, sometimes become only 
Le,qally lwnul when dealing with public funds. 

Repudiation of their actions on technical legal 
grounds is common. The architect's only recourse, 
at times, is to sue the individual as an individual 
for failul'e to carry out an undertaking which he 
had made presumably in his capacity as an elected 
representative. Success in such a type of litigation 
is by no means assured. 

In dealing with elected bodies, no architect 
should proceed upon any individual's instructions, 
but only after such instructions have been regu­
larized by resolution or by-law. In addition, such 

instructions, if they involve a money obligation, 
must be backed ~p by a propel' and legal appro­
priation of the amount of money .involved. The 
safest and surest way of course is to have a hard 
and fast legal contract properly executed and 
bearing the seal of the municipality. 

The architect's retainer is then in an unassailable 
position and cannot be repudiated by a change in 
the personnel of the elected body without proper 
monetary consideration. 

The same general rules about confirmation of all 
verbal instructions by letter apply no matter in 
what legal dress the client is garbed. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Editor, Til£ }OURNAL, R.A.I.C. 

I always enjoy reading Professor Arthur's remarks on 
architecture. He has a pungent style, n strong sense of humour 
and is always stimulating, especially after a bottle or was it 
two of"Corruicr 1933". What a wonderful thing champagne 
is-for I feel sure that by reason of those three bottles of 
"Cormier" that he has been re-born. H e is going modern­
I was afraid at one time that his wAnderings about the old 
graveyards und homesteads of Ontario had tended to dampen 
the ardour· of his adventmous spir·i t. Mackenzie Wate•·s 
confided to me thAt he also has seen the light and is going 
modern. 

I have always admired Cormier's ability as a creative 
artist but now T see him in the new role of missionary. If it 
t ook only four bottles of" Cormier 1933" to ginger Arthur up, 
Jam all for the R.A.I.C. paying the expenses of some of our 
more serious confre•·es in order that they can drink at the 
Cormier fountain. So in order that no time may be lost T 
think we ought to buy tickets for the following firms­
Darling and Pearson, Sp•·oatt and Rolph, George, Moore­
house and K ing, nnd Forsey Page and Steele. In l'lontreal 
they will be met by Percy Nobbs, Philip Turner and Galt 
Durnford. J. 0. Marchand is not sure that he can be at the 
station to meet the early train. 

I pass Arthur's criticism of the bridge by with tbis excep­
tion-that the l11nterns at the pylons were clesigned to contnin 
flood-lighting units to flood-light both horizontally and ver­
tically, and were made to minimum size. The bridge is not a 
gateway but an isolated thoroughfare spanning a canal and 
erected on a narrow escarpment with a precipitous drop on 
all four pylons of from thirty to forty feet . Don't be ~o 
acaclemic, Professor, lean out of your modern window a little 
further and throw away your book of •·ules. D id you ever try 
to be assymctrical (note the spelling) on 11 70

1 

r·oadway­
look at the modern movement as a new freedom for t he de­
signer and a release from the historic11l anrl stuffy styles of 
the past. 

If an.Y architect has read this far, he is no doubt wondering 
what it is all about. 

When we were appointed consulting architects for this 
bridge, we were fnccd with the fact th11t there was very little 
money available for the atchitectural fe:1t ures . From the 
beginning we wod<cd in t he closest ha rmony with t he de­
signing engineers-Messrs James, Proctor· & Redfem, and 
with Mr. McFaul, Chief Engineer of the City of H amilton. 
When the tenders for the bridge were submitted the muni­
cipal authorities felt that any architectural adornment wns 
an extravagance 11nd decided to abandon the pylons. The 
Hamilton Chapter of t he Ontario Association of Architects, 
hearing of this decision, waited on the board ancl urged them 
to retain the pylons. Representa tives of the Wentworth 
Historical Society, including a deputalion of women, also 
waited on the hoard and mged their retention. 

I did not learn of these most disinterested actions until 
months later and and it gives me great pleasure to publicly 
thank these two organizations for their part in helping to 
retain the architectural features of the bridge. I Also w11nt 
the profession to lwow that Mr. McFaul and Messrs James. 
P roctor and Redfern were heart and soul on our side and I 
feel quite sure that if it had not been for t heir support thcr·e 
would have been no pylons. 

(Signed) }OHN J\'\. LYLE, F.R.A.I.C. 

Editor, T H£ )OURNAL, R.A.T.C. 

Interesting ;;t least is Mr. ArtbUI·'s criticism of the po·esent 
low standar·d in the design of radio cnbinets, but not con-
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structive. No doubt he is still without n radio, which is rather· 
a pity, bec<•use listening to some perfect thing, say Berceuse 
from Jocelyn, sung by Richard Crooks, or David Ross in 
Poet's Gold, that frozen thing called the radio case really 
doesn't matter very much. 

A. T ryston Edwards, l'1.A., in a recent article in "Archi­
tectural Design and Construction" says '' The judgment of 
the man in the street is very healthy although untutored." 
To the ignorant salesman. with whom JVh. Arthur was un­
fortuna te enough to rub shoulders, the shell he displayed so 
pr·oudly to Mr. Arthur, he knew did enclose something th11t 
functioned as a radio, and 1 am sure there are many buildings 
designed by tutored minds that are not as true in their 
purpose. 

It would hardly be good policy to send each of the 
different manufacturers a copy of T ilE JouRNAL containing 
Mr. Arthur's letter and expect them to be stirred to 
enthusiasm. l f we are serious in our efforts to raise the 
standard of design now prevailing in Radio Cabinets, why 
not ask the R.A.I .C. to send a letter to the leading manu­
facturers of radio cabinets suggesting a competition. T his 
should bring good results, and at t he same time give a little 
interest to the profession. 

(Signed) Wn,LJM1 B LACKWEU.. 1>\.R.A.I.C. 

Secretary, 
Royal Architectural Institute of Cannda. 

I thank you for your letter of January 26th, and for your 
thoughtfulness in sending me a copy of the last issue of T nt: 
JouRNAl. of the Royal Architectural I nstitute of Canada. 

In reading through your comments on the Standard Form 
of Tender, you state- " the chief idea is to assist in stopping 
the pernic-ious practice of' bid peddling'," and you go on to 
say: 

" The clauses most important as regard the elimination 
of "bid peddling" are those requiring the contractor to 
list in his tender the trades which hr proposes to execute 
himself. together with the names of sub-contractors for 
each of the other trades." 
I think it is only fair to say that this idea of yours is not 

completely shared by the members of the Canadian Con­
struction Association, for the reasons which we have put 
before you at various meetings of the joint committee. You 
were present at the Coll\·cntion of the Canadian Construction 
Association last week in Toronto where the matter was dis­
cussed and you rc:~lize how unpopular with many of our 
members the cl11use in question proved to be. It was only 
because the Associ:~tion had agreed to abide by the finding 
of the members of the joint committee that this clause was 
passed. 

May I suggest that you impress upon your members the 
importance of the clause which reads: 

" I n submitling this tender, we recognize the right of the 
owner to acc<'pt a ny tender at the price submitted, or to 
reject all tenders, it being understood, and this tender 
is submitted on t he express condition, that reviser! ten­
ders shnll not be called for if minor· changes only are 
contemplated." 
We are very strongly of the opinion that the observance 

of this clause will go a long way towards accomplishing the 
results which we have aimed at in drawing up this Standard 
Form of Tender. 

(Signed) E. G. M. CAPE, 
E. G. M. CAPE & Co., Engineers & Contractors 

Rditor'.r JVtde: Tlu• lt'llt>r ]rom Col. Cope i.r puhli.rlu:d tt•ilh hi.r p ermi.,.n'ml 
a11d t'•iilt /lie ohj~cl of phuing ltiJ' .•ieuv before lilt. mt.mh~r.rlH'p o} I he I n.rl itult. 
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ACTIV ITIES OF THE INSTITUTE 
A meeting of the executive committee of the council of tho 

Royal Architectural Insti tute of Canada was held at the 
office of the f nstitute, 74 King Street East, T oronto, on 
Wednesday, Ja nuary 17th, 1934, at 10.00 a.m. 

Pre.rmt: ~iessrs. Gordon M. West, president; W. S. Maxwell, 
honorary treasurer; Herbert E. Moore; Murray Brown; 
J. P. Hynes; W. L. Somerville ; B. Evan Parry; James H. 
Craig, and f. Markus, secretary. 

Repod .r ()} Sland,:ng Commitlec.r: 

/lrchiteclural Training: 1\'lr. Maxwell advised the meeting 
that one of the members of his committee had suggested that 
it would give the student body much encouragement if the 
R.A.I.C. could offer a medal to be awarded annually to the 
student in the accredited schools of architecture who had 
made the highest average of m::u·ks throughout his entire 
university cou•·se. The secretary was instructed to communi­
cate with the schools of architecture in o.-der to obtain their 
views in the matter. 

/lrt, Scienu and Re.rearclt: Mr. Pa rry reported that the 
Canadian Engineering Standards Association had requested 
the Institute to appoint a representative on a committee to 
draft a Safety Code for Mechanical Refrigeration.- Mr. C. J. 
Burritt of Ottawa was appointed to represent the R.A.T.C. 
on this committee. 

Programme for /lnnual !Tleeting: The secretary reported that 
a meeting of the committee of arrangements had been held 
recently at which it was decided to hold the annual meeting 
of the Institute in the rooms of the P rovince of Quebec 
Association of Architects, Montreal. The programme for the 
annual meeting, submitted by the committee of arrangements, 
was appt•oved by the executive committee, and the secretary 
was instructed to have it published in THE JouRNAL. 

It was t he feeling of the meeting that the expenses of the 
annual meeting should be curtailed as much as possible. 

R.A.I.C. Student Compelilion.r: Mr. Maxwell reported that 
the programmes for the Class " A" and Class "B" R .A.I.C. 
student competitions had been prepared by Mr. Hugh 
Vallance and Mr. T. Roxburgh Smith respectively, and that 
copies of these programmes, togethc1· with the conditions 
governing the competitions, had been sent to the recognized 
schools of architecture on December 30th, 1933. 

Fellow.rhip.r: Applications for Fellowship in the Institute 
from three members were presented to the meeting, and afler 
being carefully scrutinized by the executive committee and 
found satisfactory, the secretary was instructed to prepare 
and send the necessary ballots to the body of Fellows for 
election or •·ejection. 

National Con.rtruction Council of Canada: The sec•·eta•·y 
reported that the National Construction Council had been 
requested by the Prime 1\'linister to submit a modified list of 
justifiable public works, together with their estimated cost, 
and that in compliance with this request, a list made up 
principally of federal and provincial work, approximating 
$5l,OOO,OOO had been sent to Mr. Bennett to reach him prior 
t o the conference of provincial premiers now being held at 
Ottawa. T he secretary further advised the meeting that the 
list submitted to Mr. Bennett represented the projects 
recommended by the twenty regional committees of the 
National Construction Council. 

Low Co.rt Hotuing: Mr. Craig reported that an article 
entitled ''A Low Cost Housing Scheme that Will Pay" had 
been prepared for THE JouRNAL and had been approved for 
publication by the special committee appointed at the last 
meeting. He also reported that a similar article had been 
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published in the }anuary 13th issue of the Toronto Saturda.v 
Niglzl. It was decided to send a marked copy ofT11 E JounNAL 
containing Mr. Craig's article to the mayors and labour 
organizations in the leading cities of Canada, together with a 
covering letter t o be prepared by Nr. Craig. 

Standardizatioll oj Brick Size.r: Mr. Moore reported that 
although the sub-panel appointed to investigate and report on 
the matter of the proposed standardization of Canadian-made 
brick had completed its survey, the report could not be 
released for publication until it was approved by the genera l 
panel of the Ca nadian Engineering Standards Association. 

Printing oj Standard Form.r oj Conlracl in French: A letter 
was read from Mr. J. Cecil McDougall informing the Institute 
of the approximate cost of t.·ansla l.ing into French the two 
standard form s of contract. T he secretary advised the meeting 
that the Canadian Construdion Association was quite willing 
to have the documents re-translated, and had suggested that 
the malter be left in the hands of Col. E. G. M. Cape repre­
senting the C.C.A., and JVlr. J. Cecil McDougall representing 
t he R.A.I.C. The suggestion met with the approval of the 
meeting. 

Propo.red Standard Form oj T ender: Mr. Somerville reported 
that a meeting of the joint committee of the R.A.l.C. and 
C.C.A. h«CI been held on December 4th at which the proposed 
standard form of tender had been given further consideration, 
and that after cedain changes had been agreed upon, the form 
of tender was approved, and the secretaries of the R.A.T.C. 
and C.C.A. had been given instructions to proceed with the 
printing of the document subject to the proofs being satis­
factory to the R.A.I.C. representatives. Mr. Somerville 
further informed the meeting that the joint committee had 
agreed not to give any publicity to the approved form until 
the R.A.I .C . hnd had an opportunity of calling the attention 
of their members to the form th•·ough the medium of T NE 
]OURNAL. 

The secretary informed the meeting that the form of tender, 
as approved by the joint committee, was being published in 
the January issue of T HE ]OIJRNAL, together with an article 
by Mr. W. L. Somerville explaining its use. 

Code oj Fair Competition }or /lrchitccl.t: A letter was read 
from the Province of Quebec Associntion of Architects calling 
attention to the code of fair competition for architects as 
prepared by the American Institute of Architects, and 
pointing out that the council of the P .Q.A.A. was of the 
opinion that this code embodies suggestions which should 
prove useful to the architectural profession in Canada, and 
deserves consideration and study by the Institute. It w"s 
decided to refer the matte.- to the incoming council for 
consideration. 

Standard Filing S.v.rtemjor ,Jfalltt}adureu' Cataloguu : The 
secretary reported that a letter had been received from 
the American T nstitute of Architects granting permission to 
the R.A.l .C. to adopt the A.LA. standard 6ling system for 
manufacturers' catalogues, provided the two systems could be 
maintained on practically an identical basis. 

The secrdtu"y further reported t hat he had discussed t he 
matter with the Canadian f\'lauufa ctmers Association and 
that they had agreed to co-opernte with t he Insti tute in 
recommending to the manufacturers of building materials 
that all literature for use in architects' offices should be of 
standard Gling size and conform with the requirements of 
the proposed R.A.I.C. standard filing system. 

It was therefore resolved: 

T hat the R .A.I.C. adopt a st anda1·d fil ing system for 
manufacturers' catalogues, similar to the A.I.A. system, 
using only the major headings, and tha t the secretary be 
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instructed to proceed with the printing and distribution 
of a document explaining the use of the system to both 
a rchitects and manufadt~~·ers of building materials. 

Affiliation with lhe Royal Socie(IJ of Canada: A letter w;•s 
read from t he Royal Society of Ca nad•• extending an invita­
tion to the R.A.I.C. to become affi liated with their· society. It 
was decided to accept the invitation of the R oyal Society of 
c .. nada to become affiliated with their body. 

Jlii.rce/laneou..r: A letter was read from lhe P r·ovince of 
Quebec Association of Architects calling the attention of the 
Institute to the publications issued by lhe Depar·tment of 
Mines at Ottawa in which illustrations of buildings appear·ed 
without mentioning the names of the a rchitect.s, and r·ecom­
mending that some representation be made by the I nstitute 
to the proper authorities to see t hat this is corrected in future 
publications issued by the Dominion Gover·nment. The 
secretary was instructed to communicate with t he J\•linister· 
of Mines and other departments of the government calling 
their attention to this matter. 

Further consideration was given to the Jette,· from the 
Engineering Institute of Canada with reference to the desir-

ability of memo,-ia lizing the F ede•·al Government regarding 
customs du ties on architectural and engineering mag:•zines 
coming in to Canada from the United States. It was t he 
opinion of the meet ing that as the architects a nd engineers 
had been given addecl tariff protection, it would be inadvisable 
to press for a reduction in duty on technjcal magazines at this 
t ime, and the secretary was instructed to so advise the 
E ngineering Institute of Canada. 

Dale and Place of Ne.\·1 Jlfeet,:ng : I t wa~ decided to hold 
t he next meeting of the executive committee in Montreal on 
Friday, February 23rd, 1934, at 8.00 p.m. 

Vote of Thtwk.r to the Pre.r/denl: Before the meeting ad­
jo\•rned, Mx. Somerville pointed out that as this was the 
final meeting of the 1933 executive committee. he would like 
to express to the president the appreciat ion of the executive 
committee, for his guidance and leadership in conducting the 
aff<lirs of the Institute during the past year. On motion 
regularly moved and seconded, a vote of tha nks to lhc 
president was unanimous]y adopted. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 10.00 p.m. 

ACTIVITIES OF PROVINCIAL ASSOCIATIONS 
ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS 

The annual general meeting of the Alberta Associa tion of 
Architects was held at Edmonton on January 26th with the 
president, Mr. R. JVlcD. Symonds, in the cha i.·. In opening 
t he meeting Mr. Symonds reviewed the activities of the 
association d uring t he past year as follows : 

" During t he past year t here has been little opportunity for 
us to exert ourselves either as individuals or as a n Association 
-yet, in wonderment we survive. However, r fed sure that 
we are now entering a year which will offer opportunities of 
which we must take fu ll advantage 1111d endeavour to bring 
about a betterment of conditions in our profession. 

' 'Our main interest during the past year has been centred 
upon the activities of the National Construction Council 
a nd its regional committees. On the committees formed in 
Alberta we are represented in Edmonton by l\1,·. W. G. 
Blakey and in Calgary hy Mr. J. M . Stevenson. 

"Broadly, the work of the National Construction Council has 
been to impress upon the Dominion Government in particular 
the advisability of a D ominion-wide building programme as a 
means of reducing unem ployment and to a certain degree 
restoring prosperity. 

" We a.-e now reasonably certain that the labom·s of the 
National Construction Council have been effective and that a 
certain definite programme of p ublic building is to be p ro­
ceeded with. 

"The National Construction Council, t he R.A.T.C., and t he 
council of this association have insisted that in the event of 
such a programme being proceeded with, private practising 
architects be employed. It is importan t that we conti nue to 
stress this point both as an association and individ ually 
wherever and whenever the opportunity arises. 

" The Edmonto n chapter of this association was invited 
recently by a special committee of t he Edmonton City Council 
to make suggestions for a municipal building construction 
programme which might be lmdertal<en by the City of Edmon­
ton. The chapter pr·epared a programme along the required 
lines and took t.he opportunity to stress t he needs of t he 
practising architects in Edmonton. 

"With a view to ensuring a fair distribution of the benefit 
.from any municipal work being proceeded with, the members 
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of the Edmonton chapter agreed to incorporate to carry out 
such work a nd i>dvised the cily accordingly. It appears 
therefore that the fuhn·e is not altogether without hope and 
that t here will undoubtedly be a certain measure of building 
construction this year. 

" Should any portion of the proposed programmes be under­
taken by other th11n fully qualiGed and registered ar-chitects 
it would show a deplorable fa ilure on the part of the profes­
siona l bodies in the Dominion. The R .A.I.C. has done much 
to stress the point wi th the federal government, and it is our 
part to si rnilarly press our claims on t he p rovincial government 
and the municipalities. 

" The work of the association cannot be entirely effective 
without the utmost loyalty of each a nd every member and 
for this loyalty I ask you d uring a t ime of great stress but yet 
not devoid of opportunity. 

"] take this opportunity to thank the members of the 
Council for their support and co-operation t hroughout the 
year.~' 

Following the presiden t's addt·ess a n umber of routine 
matters were dealt with, among which it was decided to remit 
the annual membership fee for the current year and that the 
pro rata contribution to the R.A.I.C. be paid out of the 
general fu nds of the association. 

The followin g officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
president, R. McD. Symonds; first v ice-president, G. FoHlyce; 
second vice-president, J. j\'lartland; honora•·y sec•·etar·y, E . 
Underwood; honorary treasurer, C. S. Bmgess; representative 
on t he Senate of t he University of Albert a, R. P. Blakey; 
honorary auditor, H . Story; Councillors, W. G . Blakey, A.M. 
Calde1·on, C . L . Gibbs and J. M . Stevenson; delegates to 
the council of the R.A.LC., R. McD. Symonds ancl 
J. N a rt land. 

ARCHITECTS' ASSOCIATION OF NEW BRUNSWICK 

The first annual meeting of the Archi tects' Association of 
New Brunswick was held on Januar·y LSth, 1934, at the office 
of the secretar·y-tr·easurer, 13 Germain Street, Saint John, 
with the president, J\'1.-. W. W. Alward, in the chair. 

In the report of the council, which was presented by the 
secre tary-treasurer, it was pointed out that the association 
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came into being following an organi.,ation meeting held on 
October .51st, 1932, when the New Brunswick members of the 
then 1"laritime Association or Architects met and organi<':Cd 
the Architects' Association of New Brunswick, with the 
object in view of seeking an act of incorporation to govern 
the practice of architecture in the Pmvince of New Brunswick. 
It was further pointed out tlut t this was the first annual 
meeting since the incor·poration of the association by Act of 
the New Brunswick Legislature, passed on Apri l 6th, 1933. 

After a number of routine matters had been dealt wi th, a 
discussion took place regnr·ding the matter of reciprocal 
registration in the various provinces, and the association's 
representatives on the council of the R.A.I.C. were requested 
to bring t his matter before the annual meeting of the Institute 
in an endeavour to work out some satisfactory arrangement 
for reciprocal registration between the proYincial bodies. 

The secretary reported t hat copies of the act and by-laws 
had been printed and distributed to the secr·etaries of all 
provincial associations M well as to the individual members 
of the association; a lso t hat cer·tilicates of registration and 
member·ship had been approved by the council and were now 
in course of preparation. 

At a meeting of the council immediately following the 
annual meeting, the following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: 

Pruid~nl-\V. \\'. Alward. 
Vic~-Pruid~nl-G. \V. Wilson. 
Secrelary-Trea.ruru-H. Claire l"lott. 
Delegalu lo llze 1L1./.C.- \\'. \V. Alward 

and H . Claire MotL 

PROVINCE OP QUEBEC ASSOCIATION 
OF ARCHITECTS 

The forty-third annual meeting of the Province of Quebec 
Association of Architects was held in the rooms of the associa­
tion, 627 D orchester Street West, Montreal, on Saturday, 
January 27th, 1934, with over seventy members present. 
Owing to ill health, the president, Mr. P hilip J. Turner, wns 
unable to be present at the meeting, and Mr. L. A. Amos, 
first vice-president, occupied the chair. 

T he chairman submitted the president's report which 
indicated that the association had had a very active year, 
notwithstanding the very difficult period through which t he 
profession had passed. The chairman poir1ted out that the 

membership as at December 31sf, 1933, was 272, a decrease 
of only 3 members from the prc"ious year. 

The treasurer's report, which was presented by Mr. J. ]. 
Perrault, showed the association to be in a sound financial 
condition, and that it had ended the year with a surplus of 
over four hundred dollars. Reports were also presented by 
lrenee Vautrin, chairman of t he professional practice com­
mittee; J. Roxburgh Smith ond Ernest Cormier, joint 
chairmen of the membership ond scholar·ship committee; 
Char·les David and Gordon MeL. Pitts, joint chair·men of the 
town planning committee; Robert H. Macdonald and L. A. 
Amos, joint chairmen of the committee on legislation and 
by-laws; H. L. Fetherstonhaugh and Maurice Payette, joint 
chairmen of the library committee; H . L. Fetherstonhaugh 
and Ludger Venne, joint chairmen of the entertainment 
committee; H arold Lawson and Lucien Parent, joint chairmen 
of the exhibition committee; L. A. Amos and Gordon MeL. 
Pitts, joint chairmen of the publicity committee ; Robert H . 
Macdorwld, chairman of t he public relations committee; and 
Alcide Chausse, who presented a report on behalf of the 
delegates to the R .A.I.C. 

Following some discussion on matters of publicity and the 
proposed revised code of ethics, it was unanimously resolved 
that the forty-third annual meeting be adjourned, to meet 
again at a later date for the purpose of passing the proposed 
revised code of ethics and an amendment to the by-laws 
regarding the official seal for members of the association, and 
any other business that may require consideration. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted as 
follows: 

Pruidenl-L. A. Amos. 
FiN{ Vice-Pre.rideni-Gordon MeL. Pitts. 
Second Vice-Pre.ridenl- Ludger Venne. 
flonoNu:IJ Trea,rurer- J. J. Perrault. 
llonorary Secrelary-Henri S. Labelle . 
• llembu.r of llze Council- H. L. Fetherstonhaugh, 

) . S. Bergeron, R. H. Macdonald, Charles David, 
Harold Lawson, L ucien Parent, Maurice Payette, 
T . R. Peacock, Edgar S. Marrotte, ]. Roxburgh 
Smith. 

Delegale.r lo ilze R. /J.l.C.- E. T. Barott, Alcide 
Chausse, Ernest Cormier, H. L. Fetherstonhaugh, 
W. S. Maxwell, Per·cy E. Nobbs, lr·enee Vautrin 
and Ludger Venne. 

l t was decided to hold the next llllllU<il meeting of the 
association in Quebec during tire latter part of January, 1935. 

NOT~S 

L. A. Amos, F.R.A.I.C., of '"lontreal, was elected president 
of the Province of Quebec Association of Architects at the 
nnnual meeting of that body held 111 Montreal on Saturday, 
January 27th, 1934. 

* * * 
H. L. Fetherstonhaugh, :VI.R.A.t.C., and A. T. Galt Durnford, 

M.R.A. !.C., of Montreal, have recently formed a partnership 
under the name of Fetherstonbaugh and Durnford, with 
offices at 660 St. Catherine Street West, Montreal. 

• • • • 
C. B. K. Van Norman, N.R.A.I.C., of Vancouver, B.C., has 

moved his office from 834 Pender Street West to 398 Burrard 
Street. 

* * * 
R. McD. Symonds, M.R.A.I.C., of Edmonton, was r·e-electcd 

president of the Alberta Association of Architects at the 
annual general meeting of that b:>dy held in Edmonton on 
January 26th, 1934. 

The name of H. V. L11nchester, ~-.R.t.I3.A., member of the 
firm of Lanchester and Lodge, ~~rchitects of London, England, 
will be submitted to His Majesty The King by the Royal 
Insti tute of British Architects, as a fit recipient of the Royal 
Gold Medal for 1934. 

• • • * 
Forsey P. Page, M.R.A.I.C., was re-elected president of the 

Ontario Association of Architects at the annual general 
meeting of that body held at the Art Gallery of Toronto on 
Saturday, February 17th, 1934. 

* * * • 
The Grst annual meeting of the Architects' Association of 

New Brunswick was held at Saint John, N.B., on January 
15th, 1934. l"lr. W. W. Alward, M.R.A.J.C., of Saint John, 
was re-elected president for the ensuing year. 

* * * 
Alcide Chausse, F.R.A.I.C., honorary secretar·y of the Royal 

Architectural Institute of Cnnadn. hns been elected a vice-
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pt·esident of the Pt•ovince of Quebec Safety League, and a 
director of the Property Owners' League of M ontreal. 

• • • * 
Alfred H. Chapman, F.R.A.I.C., will deli,·er an illustrated 

lecture on ' ' Concrete as a Medium for Architectural Expres­
sion in Building" at the 30th annual com·ention of the 
American Conc•·ete I nstitute which will be held at the Royal 
York H otel, Toronto, on February 20th, 21st and 22nd, 1934. 
An in\'ilalion has been extended to architects to attend this 
lecture. 

• • * • 
Henri S. Labelle, N.R.A.I.C., honorary secretary of the 

P rovince of Quebec Association of Architects, has received 
a temporary appointment as speci<lllecturer at the School of 
Architecture, l•'lcGilJ University. Mr. Labelle will give t he 
cout·sc of lectures on professional p ract ice during Mr. Philip 
J. TUI'ner's nbsence owing to ill health. 

* * * • 
One of the feah11'es of the J'vlontreal Building and Engineer­

ing Exhibition, which was held in the Sun Life Building from 
Feb•·uary 7th to 17th, was the exhibit of the Province of 
Quebec Association of Architects containing a large number 
of drawings, photogt·aphs and models representing the work 
of the members of the P.Q.A.A. 

• * • • 
Mr. Fred Perry Shearwood, of Montreal, was elected 

president of the Engineering Institute of Canada at the 
forty -eighth annual meeting of that body held in Montreal 
on Februar." 8th and 9th, 1934. Mr. Shearwood is the chief 
engineer of the Dominion Bridge Company Limited, Lachine, 
P .Q., and succeeds D r. 0. 0 . Lefebvre who has held the 
presidency for the past year. 

• * • • 
The success of the Beaux Arts Ball held in Toronto last 

year has resulted in a decision by the Ontario Association of 
Architects to hold a similar Ball this year, to take place at the 
Royal York H otel, Toronto, on Tuesday, April3rd. 

W. H. Yates, J •·., of H amilton, was elected president of the 
Canadian Construction Association at their sixteenth annual 
convention held in Toronto on January 23rd, 24th and 25th, 
1934. .Mr. Yates succeeds Mr. C. J. A. Cook of fvlontreal, 
who has held the presidency for the past two years. 

• • • • 

" The Master Sculptors of French Canada" was the subject 
of an illustrated address gi,·en by Professor R amsay Traquair 
of McGill Uni\'ersity at a meeting of the French Canadian 
Association for the Advancement of Science held at the 
University of M ontreal on January 30th. In the course of 
his remarks, Professor Traquair pointed out that the fine 
arts, including :ll'chitectu•·e and sculpture, seemed to have 
been taught both in Quebec and St. Joachim about the year 
1668. Professor T•·aquair listed among the more important 
of the ea..Jy Cnnadian sculptors the LeVnsseur famjly with 
regard to t he wood ca•·vings of the UrsuJine Chapel at Quebec; 
Pierre Emond who did the woodwork in the chapel of the 
Hopitnl General at Quebec; Francois Baillarge; and Gilles 
Boivin. 

* • * * 

A bulletin recently issued by M essrs. D un and Bradstreet, 
lnc., has this to say regarding the buildjng industry: 

" As a whole, the building industry represents the 
largest of the capita l goods industries in the country, 
and in normal times in the United States employs about 
4,000,000 men at the site and as many more behind the 
site in manufacturing plants and quarries to produce the 
required materials. Any sustained progress in this 
industry, t herefore, would result in a rapid reduction in 
the ranks of the unemployed, with the increased earnings 
providing a powerful impetus to consumer buying power. 
Lack of adequate housing facilities is pointed out as a 
cause for an early •·evival of the industry, and confidence 
is felt that the coming Spring will bring a rising building 
trend." 

OBITUARY 

L OUIS ALPH ONSE V ENNE, ~-!.R.A.r.C . 

The death of Louis Alphonse Venne, of the firm of Vi au and 
Venne, nrchi tects of Montreal, occurred very suddenly on 
January 16th, 1934. Mr. Venne was born in Montreal, and 
was fifty-nine years old at the time of his death. He was 
for more than twenty-five years a resident of St. L ambert, 
and held the office of mayor in that city in 1915 and 1916. 
Mr. Venne founded the firm of Viau and Venne twenty-two 
years ago, and had been a member of the Pro,·ince of Quebec 
Association of Architects since 1898. He was also a charter 
member of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada. 
Mr. Venne was \'Cry well known in the profession, his firm 
having been responsible for the design of a large number of 
outstanding public buildings in E astern Canada, including 
the Orator~· of St. Joseph, the Sacre Coeur H ospi tal, and a 
number of cOn\'ents nnd institutional buildings. 

P. tv\. H EI..BRONN ER, " I.R.A.I.C. 

The death occu•·•·ed ve•·y suddenly on the 23rd of January, 
1934, of Michel Hclbronner, a membe•· of t he firm of T. 
P•·ingle & Son Limited, tu·chiteds nnd engineers of Montreal. 
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Mr. H elbronner was born in Montreal in 1876, had been a 
member of the Pro,·incc of Quebec Association of Arch itects 
since 1898, and was a charter member of the Royal Archi­
tectural lnstitute of Canada. H e was also a member of the 
Societe Nationale des Architectes de France, a Licenciate of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, and a member of 
the Engineering T nstitute of Canada. Mr. H elbronner studied 
architecture in the office of T aylor and Gordon of Montreal, 
and in addition to being an architect, enjoyed a considerable 
reputation in France and in l\'l ontreal as a poet and a writer 
of literary articles. 

AOALOERT T RUDEL, l\\.R.A.J.C, 

Adalbert Trudel, architect of Quebec City, passed away 
very suddenly on Friday, January 19th, 1934. Mr. Trudel 
was in his fifty-sixth yenr at the time of his death, and had 
been a member of t he Province of Quebec Association of 
Architects since 1920. For a number of years Mr. Trudel 
was chief architect fo1· the City of Quebec, which office he 
held unti l the time or his dea th. 

F ebruar.IJ, 1934 



HOPE'S METAL WINDOWS 
NOW MADE IN CANADA 

Hopes have specialized for many years in developing the general trend 
of Meta l W indow design, and have established a wide range of standard 
size windows to meet the needs of many c lasses of bui ldings. Hope 
Standard Windows are produced with the same care that is so well known 
in Hope products, and the economies of continuous production enables 
standard windows to be offered at an apprec iably lower cost than a similar 
quality product made to custom sizes. Standard size windows are made 
in numerous types suitable for Public Bu ild ings, Office Buildings, Univer-
sit ies, Schools, Church Ha lls , Private Residences and Industrial Plants. 

HOPE'S STANDARD- QUA LI TY WITHOUT EXTRAVAGANCE 

HENRY HOPE & SONS OF CANADA LTD. 
4107 RICHELIEU ST. 

MONTREAL 

.le•u.Jlsh General H ospital, J\l[onlreat. Que. 
J. Cecil J\4cDougall, A rchitect and Engineer in association 11/)iJh C. Do1lt's Goodmau. ,trch.Ucct. 

28 ATLANTIC AVE. 
TORONTO 

An A.S.N. Photograph 

All architectural subjects 
- from the smallest detail 
to the structure as a whole 
- are taken with infin ite 
care a nd portrayed in true 
a r t ist ic fashi o n by ex­
perienced photographers. 

The name A.S. :.\1. on a 
photograph stands for 
unvarying quality. 

Consult us today 

ASSOCIATED SCREEN NEWS LIMITED 
T IVOLI THEATRE BLDG . 

TORONTO 
5271 WESTERN AVENUE 

MONTREAL 

The J ournal, Ropal drclziteclura/ I n..rlitule of Canada 
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I 
WATEROUS-BUILT 

PACIFIC 
TEEL HEATING BOILERS 

Made in 

Canada 

Three Piece 
Construction 

This feature of Waterous P acific 
boilers greatly simplifies installation 
in replacement jobs. No changing 
of piping as boiler can usually be 
built co suit existing piping; no cutting 
of doors or casements to get boiler 
into building. 

Built of Steel- Electt·ic Welded 

-No Brickwork Required-

--WATCIIlOUS 
BRANT FORD 

VANCOUVER 

ONTAR IO 
EDMONTON 

LIM ITED 

CANADA 
WlNNlPEG 
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CONTRACTORS 
---------------------~---------------------l 

WALTER G. HUN T CO. 
UMITED 

Engineers and General Contractors 

1405 BISHOP STREET MONTREAL 

l I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I SULLIVAN & FRIED I 
I LIMITED I 
I General Conttactors I 
I I 
I I 
I 81 VICTORIA STREET TORONTO I 
I 
I 
I ----------------------r---------------------

BIRD, WOODALL & SIMPSON 
LIMITED 

Contractors and Engineers 

REGINA MOOSE JAW 

1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

CARTER-HALLS-ALDINGER 
COMPANY, LIMITED 

Engineers and Builders 

MONTREAL WINDSOR 

VANCOUVER WINNIPEG REGINA 

-~--- ---- -------------~---------------------

BUILT 
TO LAST A 
LIFETIME 

Built-in strength, (the result of alternate 
layers of plywood and rubber bonded to­
gether) combined with striking appearance 
a nd freedom from discoloration and odor, 
make Rubwood T oilet Seats the safest and 
most dependable seats for use in private 
homes, institutions or public b uildings. 

Write f or illustrated folder. 

ViCE"ROY 

RuawooO 
101111~ SEATS 

Cross Section View 

VICEROY MANUFACTURING CO. LIMITED 
WEST TORONTO 

Branches: VANCOUVER WINNIPEG MONTREAL 

The Journal, Royal Architectural l n.rfilute of Canada 

A BOOK FOR EVERY ARCHITECT 

ARCHITECTURAL GRAPHIC 
STANDARDS 

B.v Charlu G. Ram.ra.r; and Harold R. Sleeper 

T his book will prove invaluable to architects and draughtsmen 
because of its practicality and comprehensiveness. It contains 
213 plates of detai ls which give in graphic form a great deal 
of information regarding types of construction a nd dimensions 
of standard equipment used in different classes of buildings. 

The variety of the subjects covered include such details as 
floor construction, roof construction, various types of framing, 
doors and windows, fire-places, chimneys, etc., also a great 
deal of useful information giving sizes of tennis courts, 
bowling alleys, hand ball courts, kitchen equipment, swimming 
pools, furniture, bath wom accessories, etc. 

The book is indexed so that all information can be found 
easily, and it is sur·e to lind almost daily use in every archi­
tect's office. It contains 233 pages, and is 9.!-i"x ll % "in size. 

Price ~'6.50 /.ILL chargeJ· prepaid. 

ARCHITECTURAL PUBLICATIONS LIMITED 
74 KING STREET EAST TORONTO, ONT. 

Cltcquc,r JMyab/e lo Archileclu.ral Puhlicalion..r Limiled 
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RECENT ARCHITECTURAL BOOKS 
The fo llowing is a partidl list of architect1,1ral books which mdy be obtained from Architec tural 

Publ ications Limited, at the published price, carriage and customs duties prepaid . 

:\ HISTORY O.F ARCHITECTURE 
By Sir Banister Fletcher, F . S. A . 
NINTH REVISED EDITION 

S12.00 

No student of architecture should be without this standard 
work, which is itself a triumph of art . The illustrations alone 
are a t reasure-house of noble form, and create to the observer 
a sense of delight and exultation as he passes in review all 
these magnificent monuments of man' s effort and his 
aspirations. 
Ninth Edition completely revised with about 4,000 illustrations 
,,f which 500 are new to this Edition. 

HOUSES o :F THE WREN AND EARLY 
GEORGIAN PERIODS 

By Tunstall Small!JJ- Christopher Woodbridge $8.00 

The aim of the authors has been to select a number of houses 
which are not only among the finest examples of the domestic 
architec t ure of the period, but are also comparatively little 
known; t hese have been recorded by means of specially prepared 
measured drawings of general elevations, gates and railings, 
.,;rterior and interior doors, entrance halls, staircases, panelled 
moms, fireplaces, etc., accompanied by photographs. The book 
contams 112 plates, photographs and drawings, and is bound 
m full cloth gilt. Size 10 in. x 13 in. 

KIDDER-PARKER ARCHITECTS' AND 
BUILDERS' HANDBOOK 
Harry Parker, Editor-in-Chief $8.00 

An unequalled work-and-reference-book universally recognized 
ab an indispensable aid for architects and builders. The 
authors have spared no pains to give sufficient detail and 
>nformation for all ordinary purposes and the key to many of 
the larger problems that are met with during the course of 
professional practice. 

THE VILLAGES OF ENGLAND 
By A. K. Wickham $3.50 

Thi~ book cont ains 64 pages of text and 107 photographic illus­
trations on 100 plates of which 16 are in collotype, of old villages, 
gtnerol and detailed views, etc., frontispiece in colour, 15 line 
•llustrations in the text reproduced from pen drawings by 
F. L. Griggs, R.A.·, W, Curtis Green, A.R .A., Sydney R. Jones 
and uthers, a nd a special coloured geological map. The boolc 
l!16 14 ·• x 911" in size. 

THE DESIGN OF LETTERING 
By Egon Weiss $5.00 

'I his book p resents the author's original, simple and practical 
method for the precision letter spacing of inscriptions and 
$0 forth by means of " Net Values" assigned to each lette.r in 
every alphabet. It contains Hebrew and Greek alphabets, 
Arabic numerals, Roman alphabets, Roman Minuscules, Gothic 
Uncials, Gothic alphabets, Italic and Script, Commercial and 
Single Stroke Letters, Numerals, Monograms and Initials. The 
book is 9 " x 12" in size and contains 192 pages, 155 text illus­
trations and 29 plate pages showing fmc examples of ancient and 
modem lettering. 

HUDSON ON THE LAW OF BUILDING AND 
ENGINEERING CONTRACTS 

And of the Duties and Liabilities of Engineers, 
Architects, and Surveyors 

(Published in England) 
By Arnold Inman , O.B .E ., 

and Lawrence Mead, Bauis ter-af-Law $16.50 

There can hardly be any legal question !irising in connection with 
engineering and building which cannot be answered with the 
assistance of this work. Originally written by an architect who 
afterwards went to the Bar and had a t echnical knowledge of 
building combined with a practical knowledge of the complicated 
legal questions. The book is 6 .\1" x 10" in size, and contains 
607 pages. 

HOMES AND GARDENS OF ENGLAND 
By Harry Batsford, Hon . A.R.l.B.A ., and Charles Fry $3.50 

This book contains 72 pages of text, and 175 photographic illus­
trations of 135 fine o ld country houses and their gardens, of 
the Mediaeval, Tudor, Stuart, and Georgian periods, with a 
few Victorian examples. With a frontispiece in colour, map, and 
numerous line cuts in the text. The book is 6 ;4" x 9!1" in size . 

THE LANDSCAPE OF ENGLAND 
By Charles Bradley Focd $3.50 

This book contains 80 pages of text, and 135 superb photographic 
views of the English countryside; its hills, valleys, woodlands, 
streams, mountains, lakes, coast and old buildings in their rural 
settings; with a frontispiece in colour and 25 pen drawings in 
the text reproduced from originals by Brian Cook. Also an 
index and 6 maps. The book is 6)4" x 9 )4" in size. 

RECENT ENGLISH DOMESTIC 
ARCHITECTURE 

$5.00 
This volume presents the most distinguished record of the 
English domestic work of the present century yet made. It 
contains more than one humtred large pages of photographs and 
plans of the best modern houses by the leading architects of the 
day; notes on the materials used are given in each case, and 
where possible the actual buildings costs, together with the price 
per cube foot. The houses are arranged in a rough "chrono­
logical" sequence. Actually all have been built during the 
last few years, but those which follow the Tudor style have 
been placed first, the Georgian second, and finally the Modem. 

THE METAL CRAFTS IN ARCHITECTURE 
By Gerald K. Geerlings $7.50 

Metal work, ancient and modern, in architecture and interior 
decoration has been reproduced in numerous photographs and 
drawings, and explained by an architect who has sought historic 
examples in Europe and America, and has obtained first-hand 
information by visiting the leading foundries and workshops. 
Each metal h as been treated in a separate section, and among 
the headings are: Bronze, Brass, Cast Iron, Copper, Lead, Zinc, 
Tin, Lighting Fixtures, Preparation of Specifications, not to 
speak of current developments, such as enamelling and electrical 
aids in depositing metals. With about 300 photographs and 
drawings. 9 x 12 inches. 

In addition to the above list, we carry in stock a large number of other architectural books which c.sn be seen at the 
o ffice of The Jcurnal, R.A.I.C. A list of these books will be sent to architects outside of Toronto upon request. 

A RCHITECTURAL PUBLICAT IONS LIMITED 
74 KING STREET EAST TORONTO, ONT. 

Ch<qu<s p•y•bl < to llrc:hlt<cturol Publlutlons Umit<d 



-;-HE RO YA L ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF CANAD~ 

TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ANNUAL MEETING 

AT MONTREAL 

0 FRI DAY AND SATURDAY, THE 23RD AND 24TH FEBRUARY, 193L 

T ne B . srness Sessrons and all meetings of the Fellows, the Executive Commrttee and 
th'! C:>1..ncr l w ill be held in the rooms of The Province of O ueb ec Assocratro n of 

Architects, 627 West Do rchester Strtet, Montredl 

Programme 

FR IDAY, THE 23RD FEBRUARY, 1934 

5.30 P.M. Meeting of the Fellows. 
8.00 P.M .-Meeting of the retirrng Executive Comm'ttee of Councrl. 
9.00 P.M.-Meeting of the retrring Council. 

SATURDAY, THE 24TH FEBRUARY, 1934 

'i.OO A .fl.. - ?eg w atron of Members. 
9.30 A.M.-Inaugura l session of the Twenty-Seventh 

General Meetrng of The Royal Architectural 
Institute of C:~n.~da. 
(a) Readrng of the minutes of the T wenty·S ixth 

Generdl Meeting of The Royal Architectural 
Institute of Cc!nc!da, held at Toronto, Ont., on 
the 17th and 18th February, 1933. 

(b) Report of the Council. 
(c) Drscussron on the Report of the Council. 
(d) Reports of Stc! nd ing Committees: 

(1 ) Archrtectural T rc!rnrng, 
Mr. W S. Maxwell (F), Chairman; 

(2) Schola•shrps, 
Mr. E. R. Rolph (F), Chairman; 

(3) Art, Science and Research, 
Mr. B. Evan Parry (F), Chairmdn; 

( 4) Professrona I Usages, 
Mr. Gordon M. West (F), Chairman; 

( 5) Public Re lations, 
Mr. Jdmes H . Craig, Chairman; 

(6) Edr to t~ al Board, ''The Journ.si-R.A.I.C.", 
Mr. A . S. Mathers, Chairman; 

(7) Joint Committee of R.A.I.C. and C. C. A ., 
M r. W L. Somerville (F), Chairman; 

(8) Exhrbrtrons and Awc1rds, 
Mr. W . S. Maxwell (F), Chairmdn. 

(e) Natron~l Construction Council 
( f) Repo rt o f the Honorary Treasurer, includrng 

the Auditor's Report, Mr. W. S. Maxwell (f), 
Honordry Tredsurer. 

(g) Report of the Election of the Delegates frorr 
the Component Societies to the (1934) Council 
of The Royal Archi tectural Institute of Clnada. 
Mr. Alcide Chausse (f), Honorary Secretary: 

12.50 P.M.- Group Photograph to be taken. 
1 .00 P.M.-Buffet Luncheon will be served through 

!he courtesy of the Province of Ouebe~ 
Associc1tion of Archrtects. 

2 .30 P.M.-Business Session. 
(h) Unfinished business from previous session. 
(i) New business. 

4.00 P.M.-Meeting of the (1934) Council. 
(1) Election of Officers. 
(2) Appointment of the Executive Committee of 

the Council. 
(3) Budget for 1934. 
(4) Appointment of an Auditor. 
(5) Appointment of Standing Committees. 
(6) Delegation o f powers to the Executive 

Committee. 
(7) Authorization for the Honorary Treasurer t:: 

Pc!Y certain expenses. 
(B) Place of Next Annual Meeting. 
(9) Other Business. 

5.00 P.M.- Meeting of the (1934) Executive 
Committee of the Council. 

7 .30 P.M.-Annual Dinner (Informal) at the "Ciu"C. 
Canadien," 438 Sherbrooke Street Ec~st. 

Presentation of Diplomc!S to r ellows. 

Throush th• courtesy of Mr. Ch•rles Moillo«l'. Dlrectcur des Ecolcs des B<.•ux.Arts de Montr~•l •t d• 
Out bee on Exhibition of dtsi~ns of Decoroliv• Arts, prep•red by the students of th<Se schools, wil l br. 
h•ld In th• rooms of the P.O.A.A. There w ill olso bt .-hlbited the dr.wings subm1tttd in conntctlon 

w ith th e R.A.I.C. Student Conpetltlons, which will be 1udsed during the Annuol Mtelin~ . 

COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS 
M•mr;. H . L Fe therstonhdu~, Chairman1 Gordon M. West (f ), E. I. BMott (f), Ernest Cormier (f ) 

W S Mdxwell (t ), I renee V autrin, Ludger Venne dnd Alcide Chdussc (F) 

Thts oro?rdrnme rs subject to chdnge. Announcement of changes w ill be made at the busrness sessions. 

:.21 '1/es!, DorcM ster Street, 
Montre1l, 4th Jdnuary, 1934. 

PIUHTitO IN CAHAiO " 8Y 8 R I GO£NS LIM'I1"£D. T~ONTO 

GORDON M . WEST, President. 
ALCIDE CHAUSSE, Honordry Secretdry. 


